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fuch  conftitutions  as  might  bed  ihnprovc  their  firength  krid 
valour,  the  numbers  they  fcnt;dut  when  they  were  over- 
burthencd,  provided  well  for  theMfelves,  but  wiere  of  ha 
ufe  to  the  countries  they  left ;  and  whilft  thofe  Goths, 
Vandals,  Franks,  and  Normansi  enjoyed  the  raoft  opu- 
lent and  delicious  provinces  of  the  world,  their  fethcra 
langui(hed  obfcurely  in  their  firo^n  elimates.  For  the 
like  rcafons,  or  through  the  fame  defedi^  the  Switzers  are 
obliged  to  fervc  other  princes  ;  and  often  to  employ  that 
valour  in  advancing  the  pOwer  of  their  neighbours,  which 
might  be  ufcd  to  incrcafc  their  own.  Genoa,  Lucca, 
Geneva,  and  other  fmall  commonwealths,  having  no 
wars,  arc  not  able  to  nouridi  the  men  they  breed ;  but 
fending  many  of  theii-  children  to  feek  their  fortune* 
abroad,  fcarce  a  tliird  part  of  thofc  that  are  born  among 
them  die  in  thofc  oitics ;  and  if  they  did  not  take  this 
courfe,  they  would  liave  no  better  than  the  nations  inha- 
biting near  the  river  Niger,  wlio  fell  their  children  as  the 
incrcafe  of  their  flocks. 

This  docs  not  lefs  concern  monarchies  th^n  common- 
wealths i  nor  the  abfolutc  lefs  than  the  mixed :  all  of 
ticm  have. been  profperous  or  mifeftible,  glorious  or  con- 
temptible, as  they  were  better  or  worfc  armed,  difcip-* 
li  icd,  or  conduced.  The  Aflyrian  valour  was  irrcfift- 
iblc  under  Ncbuchodonozor ;  but  wa«  broi^ht  to  nothing 
under  his  bafe  and  luxurious  grandfon  BeKhazxar :  the  Pcr- 
I'ums,  who  under  Cyrus  conquered  Alia,  were  like  fwinc 
^spofed  to  flauglucr  when  their  difcipline  failed,  and 
they  were  commanded  by  his  proud,  cruel,  and  cowardly 
fucccflfors.   The  Macedonian  army  overthrown  by  Paulus 
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EmiUuft  was  not  lefs  {n  number  than  that  with  which 
Alescaader  gained  the  empire  of  die  cad ;  and  perhaps  had 
not  been  inferior  in  valour,  if  it  had  been  as  well  com- 
manded.    Many  poor  and  almoil  unknown  nations  have 
been  carried  to  fuch  a  height  of  glory  by  the  bravery  of 
thdr  princes,  that  I  might  incline  to  chink  their  govern- 
men  as  fit  as  any  other  for  difeipling  a  ])eoplc  to  war,  if 
their  virtues  continued  in  their  ^milies,  or  could  be  trahf- 
mittcd  to  their  fuccciTors.     The  impoflibiliry  of  this  is  a 
breach  never  to  be  repaired ;  and  no  account  is  to  be  made 
of  the  good  thdt  is  always  certain,  and  feldom  enjoyed. 
This  difeafe  is  not  only  in  abfolute  monarchies,  but  ih 
ihofe  alfo  where  anyregard  is  had  to  fucceflion  of  blood, 
though  under  the  ftrideft  limitations.     The  fruit  of  all 
tlic  vidories  gained  by  Edward  the  Firft  and  Third,  of 
Henry  the  Fifth  of  England,  pcriflied  by  the  bafcncfs  of 
dieir  fucceifors:  the  glory  of  our  arms  was  turned  int6 
fhamc}  and  we,  by  the  lofs  of  treafurc,  blood,  and  ter- 
ritory, faffiered  the  puniihmcnt  of  their  vices.     The  ef- 
feds  of  thefe  changes  are  not  always  equally  violent ;  but 
they  are  frequent,  and  muft  fall  out  as  often  as  occalion 
is  reprefented.  >it  was  not  poflible  for  Lewis  the  Thir- 
teenth of  Fiance  to  purfue  the  great  defigns  of  Henry  the 
Fourth :.  Ghriftina  of  Sweden  could  notfupply  the  place 
of  her  brave  father  \  nor  the  prefent  king  in  his  in&ncy 
accomplifli  what  the  great  Charles  Gufhivus  had  noble 
undertaken :  and  no  remedy  can  be  found  for  this  mortal 
infirmity,  unlefs  the  power  be  put  into  the  hands  of  thofc 
who  are  able  to  execute  it,  and  not  left  to  the  blindnefs  of 
^[^rtUQC*    When  the  regal  power  is  committed  to  an  an- 
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nual  or  othcrwifc  chofen  mzgiCkraCf,'  the  virtuei  of  exceC 
lent  men  arc  of  ufc^  but  all  doe9  not  dqxmd  upon  tbcfr 
pcrfons :  one  man  finirtics  what  another  had  begun  ;  and 
when  many  arc  by  pradlice  rendered  aMe  id  t>c'rtorhi  the 
C^mc  things,  the  lofs  of  one  i«  eafily  fupplicd  by  jriit 
deftion  of  another.  When  good  priiciph.*  arc  planted, 
they  do  not  die  witli  the  pcribn  that  uitroduced  them  ;  and 
good  conilitutions  remfiin,  though  the  authors  of  them 
perjfh.  Rome  did  not  fall  back  into  ilavery  when  Brutus 
wa«  killed,  msUo  had  led  them  to  recoycr  their  libertyt 
others  lik^  to  him  purfued  the  faftie  enda^  and  notwith^ 
jftanding  the  lofs  of  fo  many  great  commanders  Confunied 
in  their  almoft  continual  wars,  they  never  wanted  futih  as^ 
were  fit  to  execute  whatever  they  Could  defigh.  A  wciU 
governed  ftatc  is  as  fruitful  to  all  good  purpofes,  as  the 
fevcn-hcAded  ferpent  is  faid  to  have  been  in  evil;  when 
ope  held  is  cut  off,  mapy  rife  up  in  the  place  of  it*  Good 
or<^qr  being  orMjeertabliflicd,  makes  good  mcn^  an  J  as  long 
as  itjafts,  Cuch  a«  arc  fit  for  the  greatdl  ernployrncnt*  will 
never  be  wantii?g.  By  this  means  the  Romans  could  not 
be  furprifcd  :  ,no  king  or  captain  ever  invaded  tlicm,  who 
did  not  find/nitny  excellent  commandi^s  to  oppofe  him  ^ 
whcw^S:  they  themfelves  found  k  jeafy  to  ovcrrhrow  kii^-- 
docnSf  though  they  had  been  eftabliOied  by-  tlie  bravely 
princes,  dirough  the  bafcnefs  of  their  fucceffors. 

But  if  our  author  Hiy  true,  it  is  of  no  advantage  to  a 
popular  (late  to  have  excellent  men ;  and  therefore  he  inv- 
pofes  **  a  neccffity  upon  cvtrj'  peo{Je  to  chufe  the  worft 
«•  men  for  being  the  worf^,  and  moft  like  to  themfelves ; 
'<  led  that  if  virtuous  and  good  men  fliould  come  into 
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*^  power,  they  fliould  be  excluded  tor  being  vicious  a 
*«  wicked,  &c.  Wife  men  would  feixe  upon  the  fta 
**  and  take  it  from  the  people."  For  the  underdandi 
of  thcfe  words,  it  is  good  to  confider  whether  they  ; 
to  be  taken  fimply,  as  ufually  applied  to  the  devil,  a 
feme  of  his  inftruments,  or  relatively,  as  to  the  thing 
quedion:  if  fimply,  it  muftbc  concluded,  that  Valcrii 
Brutus,  Cincinnatus,  Capitolinus,  Mamercus,  Paul 
Emilius,  Nafica,  and  others  like  to  them,  were  not  or 
the  worft  men  of  the  city ;  but  that  they  were  fo  oft 
advanced  to  the  fupreme  migiftracics  bccaufc  they  w< 
fo:  if  in  the  other  fenfc  relating  to  magiftracy,  and  t 
command  of  armies,  the  worft  are  the  moft  ignorant,  u 
faithful,  flothful,  or  cowardly ;  and  our  author,  to  ma 
good  his  proportion,  muft  prove^  that  when  the  pcoj 
of  Rome,  Carthage^  Athens,  and  other  ftatcs,  had  t 
power  of  chufing  whom  they  plcafcd,  they  did  chufe  C 
millusy  Corvinus,  Torquatus,  Fab i us,  Rullus,  Scip 
Amilcar,  Hannibal,  Afdrubal,  Pclopidas,  Epaminond; 
Pericles,  Ariftides,  Themiftoclcs,  Phocion,  Alcibiad* 
and  others  like  to  them,  for  their  ignorance,  infidcli 
floth,  and  cowardice  ;  and  on  account  of  thofc  vices,  mi 
like  to  thofc  who  chofe  them.  But  if  thefc  were  t 
worft,  I  dcfire  to  know  what  wit  or  eloquence  can  < 
fcribe  or  comprehend  the  excellency  of  the  beft ;  or 
the  difciplinc  that  brings  whde  nations. to  fuch  perfec^ic 
that  worfc  than  thei'e  could  not  be  found  among  thcr 
And  if  they  were  not  lo,  but  fuch  as  all  fuccceding  ^ 
have  juftly  admired  for  their  wifdom,  virtue,  induft 
Vol.  IL  B  a 
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tind  \MToiir,  the  impudence  of  fo  wicked  and  falfe  an  afl 
fcTtion  ought  to  bo  rejected  uith  fcorn  and  hatred. 

But  if  all  governments,  whctlicr  monarchical  or  p^-)- 
piilar,  :ibr</hite  or  limircd.  defcrve  praife  or  blame  as  they 
iire  well  or  ii!  ronftituted  for  making  war;  and  that  the 
^ftainmcm  of  this  end  do  intiruly  depend  upon  the  quali- 
licarions  of  the  commanders,  and  the  llrt  ri^th,  courage, 
number,  affedtion,  and  temper  of  the  people  out  of  which 
the  armies  are  drawn  ;  thofc  govcrnmenrs  mufl  neceffa- 
rily  be  the  bcft  wliich  take  the  bcft  care  that  thofe  armies 
may  be  wcH  ct^mmandcd  ;  and  fo  provide  for  the  good  of 
the  jx'oplc^  that  they  may  daily  increafc  in  number,  cou- 
rage, and  ftrcngth,  and  be  fo  fatisfied  with  the  prefent 
ftatc  of  things,  as  to  fear  a  change,  and  fight  for  the  pre- 
fervation  or  advancement  of  the  public  intcrcft  as  of  their 
own.     Wc  have  alread}' found,  that  in  hereditar}'^  monar- 
chies no  care  at  all  is  taken  of  the  commander :  he  is  not 
chofcn,    but  comes  by  chance ;    and  dc^cs  not  only  fre- 
quently prove  defe<Sivc,  but  for  the  mofl  part  utterly  un- 
capable  of  per  forming  any  part  of  his  duty  ;  whereas  ia» 
popular  governments  excellent  men  are  generally  chofcn;. 
and  there  arc  fo  many  of  them,  that  if  one  or  more  pe- 
rifh,  others  are  ready  to  fupply  their  places.     And  this 
<li1eourfc  having  (if  I  millakc  not)  in  the  whole  feries, 
fixnvn,  ll]at  the  advantnges  of  popular  governments,  in 
relation  to  \hc  inorvafc  of  courage,  number,  and  ftrength 
in  a  j>cople,  out  of  whidi  armies  arc  to  be  formed,  an<l 
Irin^ing  them  to  fuch  a  temper  as  prepares  them  bravely 
ro  jHTform  their  duty,  are  as  much  above  thofe  of  mo- 
narchies, as  il»e  prudence  of  choice  furpaffes  the  acci- 
dents 
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befits  of  birth ;  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  in  both  rcfpefH 
ttic  part  which  relates  to  war  is  much  better  pcformcd  in 
l^pular  governments  than  in  monarchies. 

That  which  we  are  by  rcafoh  led  to  believe  is  confirmed  to 
us  by  experience.  We  every- where  fee  the  difference  be- 
tween the  courage  of  mfcn  fighting  for  themfelves,  and 
their  pofterity,  arid  thofe  that  fcrvc  a  maftcr  who  by  good 
fucccfs  is  often  rendered  infupportable.  This  is  of  fuch 
efficacy,  that  no  king  could  ever  boaft  to  have  overthrown 
any  confidcrable  commonwealth^  unlr ft  it  were  divided 
'  within  itfclf,  or  weakened  by  wars  made  with  fuch  as 
were  alfo  free;  Ivhich  was  the  cafe  of  the  Grecian 
commonwealths;  when  the  Macedonians  fell  in  upon 
them :  whereas  the  greateft  kingdoms  have  been  cafily 
dcftroyed  by  commonwealths ;  and  thcfc  alfo  have  loft 
all  ftrcngth  and  valour,  and  fpirit,  after  the  change  of 
their  government.  The  power  and  vittue  of  the  Italians 
grew  up,  decayed,  and  perifhcd,  with  their  liberty. 
When  they  were  divided  into  many  commonwcalthf:, 
every  one  of  them  Was  able  to  fend  out  great  armies,  and 
to  fuflcr  many  defeats  before  they  were  fubdued  ;  fo  that 
their  cities  were  delivered  up  by  the  old  men,  women, 
and  children,  when  all  thofe  who  were  able  to  bear  arms 
had  been  flain :  and  when  they  were  all  brought  under 
the  Romansj  either  as  aflbciates  or  fubjefls,  they  made 
the  greateft  ftferigth  that  ever  was  in  the  world. 

Alexander  of  Epirus  was  in  valour  thought  equal,  and 
in  power  little  inferior,  to  Alexander  of  Maccdon :  but 
having  the  fortune  to  attack  thofe  who  had  been  brought 
up  in  liberty,  iai?j;ht  to  hazard  or  fufFer  all  things  for  it, 
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2n(!  to  think  that  God  his  given  to  men  Jiands  and"  fv<t>rd?> 
only  to  defend  it,  he  peri(hcd  in  his  attcnnpt ;  whiht  the 
other  encountering  flavifli  nations,  under  the  conduct 
of  proud,  cruel,  and  for  the  moft  part  unwarlike  tyrants, 
became  mafter  of  Afia. 

Pyrrhus  fcems  to  have  been  equal  to  cither  of  them  ; 
but  the  vi6lories  he  obtained  \w  an  admirable  valour  and 
condud^,  coft  him  fo  dear,  that  he  defircd  peace  witll 
tliofe  enemies  who  might  be  defeated,  not  fubdued 

Hannibal,  wanting  the  prudence  of  Pyrrhus,  loft  the 
fruits  of  all  his  vi*^torie3 ;  and  being  torn  out  of  Italy, 
where  he  had  ncfted  himfclf,  fcH  under  the  fword  of  thofc 
whofe  fathers  he  had  defeated  or  fkin  ;  and  died  a  bani^licd 
man  from  his  ruined  country. 

The  Gauls  did  once  bring  Rome,  when  it  was  fmall, 
to  the  brink  of  dellrudlion ;  but  they  left  their  carcnfes 
to  pay  for  the  mifchiefs  they  had  done ;  and  in  fucceeding 
times  th<ir  invafions  were  mentioned  as  tumults  rather 
tlian  wars. 

The  Germans  did  psrhaps  furpafs  them  in  numbers 
and  ftrength,  and  were  equal  to  them  in  fortune  as  long 
as  Rome  was  free.  They  often  entered  Italy  ;  but  they 
continued  not  long  there,  unlefs  under  the  weight  of  their 
chains ;  whereas  the  fame  nations,  and  others  like  to 
them,  affaultnig  that  country,  or  other  provinces  under 
the  emperors,  found  no  other  difficulty  than  what  dii 
arifc  upon  contefts  among  themfelves  who  fliould  be  maOcr 
of  them.  No  manly  virtue  or  difcipline  remained  among 
the  Italians:  thofe  who  governed  them,  relied  upon 
tricks  and  Ihifts  ;  thxy  who  could  not  defend  themfelves 
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Irrcd  fomc  of  ihofc  nations  to  undertake  their  quarrels 
againft  others.  Thcfc  trinklings  could  not  la!l:  the 
Goths,  fcoming  to  depend  upon  thofe  who  in  valour  and 
ftrcngth  were  much  inferior  to  themfclves,  fcizcd  ujx)n 
the  city  that  had  commanded  the  world,  wliilft  Honorius 
vas  fo  bufy  in  providing  for  his  hens,  that  he  could  not 
think  of  defending  it.  Arcadius  had  the  luck  not  to  lofe 
his  principal  city ;  but  paffing  his  time  among  fidlcrs, 
players,  eunuchs,  cooks,  dancers,  and  buffoons,  the  pro- 
vinces were  fccurcly  plundered  and  ranfaokcd  by  nations, 
that  are  known  only  from  their  vidlories  againft  him. 

It  is  in  vain  to  fay,  that  this  proceeded  from  the  fatal 
corruption  of  that  age  ;  for  that  corruption  proceeded  from 
the  government,  and  the  enfuing  dcfolation  -was  the  effect 
of  it.  And  as  the  like  difordcr  in  government  has  been 
ever  fmcc  in  Greece,  and  the  preateft  part  of  Italy,  thofe 
countries,  which  for  extent,  riches,  convenience  of  litiia- 
tion,  and  rrumbcrs  c>f  men,  arc  equal  to  the  heft  in  the 
world,  and  for  the  wit,  ct)uraLre,  and  indullry  of  the  na- 
tives, perhaps  juflly  preferable  to  any,  have  fmce  tliat  * 
time  been  always  expofed  as  a  prey  to  the  firA  invader. 
Charles  the  Eigluh  of  France  is  by  Guicciardin,  and 
other  writers,  reprcfcntcd  as  a  prince  equally  weak  in 
body,  mind,  money,  and  forces :  but  ^s  an  ill  hare  is  faid 
to  make  a  good  dog,  he  conquered  the  i:c!l  part  o^  Italy 
without  breaking  a  lance.  Ferdinand  and  Alpl.onfo  of 
Arragon,  kings  of  Naples,  had  governed  by  trcpanncrs, 
talfe  witncffes,  corrupt  judg«^s,  mercenary  foldiers,  and 
other  minillcrs  of  iniquity  ^  but  thcfc  could  afford  no 
help  againft  an  invader;,  and  neither  the  oppreffed  no- 

B  3  bility, 


14  DISCOURSES    ON 

bility,  nor  people,  concerning  themfelvcs  in  the  quarrel^ 
they  who  had  been  proud,  fierce,  and  cruel,  againft  their, 
pocr  fuhjcdls,  never  durft  look  an  cnen-:y  in  the  face  ^ 
and  the  father  dying  with  anguifh  and  kar,  luc  fon  (hame- 
fully  fled  from  his  ill  governed  kingdom. 

The  fan  e  things  are  no  lefs  evident  in  Spain.  No 
people  ever  defended  themfclves  with  more  obftinacy  and 
valour  than  the  Spaniards  did  againft  the  Carthaginians 
and  RoTian  ,  wlio  furpnffed  them  in  wealth  and  (kill. 
Livy  calls  them  **  gentem  ad  bella  gerenda  &:  rcparanda 
natam,"  and  v  ho  generally  killed  themfclves  when  they 
w-cre  maftered  and  difarmed,  **  nullam  fine  armis  vitani 
'*  cffc  rati."  But  though  the  mixtuie  of  Roman  blood 
could  not  impair  their  race,  and  the  conjundlion  of  the 
Goths  had  improved  their  force ;  yet  no  more  was  re^p 
quired  for  the  overthrow  of  them  all,  than  the  weakncfs 
and  bafenefs  of  the  two  lewd  tyrants  Witza  and  Rodrigo, 
who  difdained  all  laws,  and  rcfolvcd  to  govern  according 
to  their  luft.  They  who  for  more  tlian  two  hundred  years 
had  refilled  the  Romans,  were  entirely  fubdued  by  the 
vile,  half-naked  Moors,  in  one  flight  ikirmifh  ;  and  do 
not  to  this  day  know  what  became  of  the  king  who 
brought  the  dellrudiion  upon  them.  Tluu  kingdom  after 
many  revolutions  is  with  many  others,  come  to  the  houfo 
of  Autbia,  and  enjoys  all  the  wealth  of  the  Indies; 
wlicrcupon  tlu:y  are  thought  to  have  affccled  an  univerfal 
monarchy.  "  Scd  ut  funt  lcvi:\  aulicorum  ingenia," 
tills  WIS  grounded  upon  nothing  except  their  own  vanity  5 
they  had  money  and  craft  \  but  wanting  that  folid  virtue 
and  ftrcngth,  which  makes  and  prefcrv«s  conquefts,  their 
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Icings  lizve  nothing  but  Milan  that  did  not  comt  to  them 
by  marriage:  and  (hough  they  have  not  received  any 
extraordinary  difaftcrs  in  war,  yet  they  lajDguiHi  and  con- 
fume  through  the  defed^s  of  their  own  government,  and 
arc  forced  to  beg  afiiftance  from  their  mortal  and  for- 
merly dcCf/ifvd  enemies.  Thefc  arc  the  bcft  Lopes  of 
defciice  that  they  have  from  abroad  \  and  the  only  enemy 
an  invader  ought  to  ferrr  in  their  dcfolate  territorities, 
is  that  want  and  famine  which  teilifies  tiie  gopd  ordcr^ 
flrength,  and  ftability  of  our  author's  divine  monarchy;. 
the  profound  wifdom  of  their  kings  iu  fubtilty  finding 
out  fo  fure  a  way  of  defending  the  countrj'^  their  pa- 
ternal care  in- providing  for  the  good  of  their  fubjccls ; 
and  that  whatfocver  is  defecfHve  in  the  prince,  is  alTuredly 
f  up  plied  by  the  fcdulity  of  a  good  council. 

We  have  alrcndy  faid  enough  to  obviate  the  objecPiions 
that  may  be  drawn  from  the  profpcrity  of  the  French  mo- 
narchy. The  beauty  of  it  is  falfc^apd  painted.  There 
is  a  rich  and  haughty  king,  who j is  blcli'cd  with  fuch 
neighbours  as  are  not  likely  fo'  dii^urb  him,  and  has  no- 
thing to  fear  from  his  mifcrablc  fubjeds;  but  the  whole 
body  of  that  ftatc  is  full  of  boils,  and  wQunds,  and  putrid 
fores :  there  is  no  real  ftrength  in  it.  The  people  arc 
fo  unwilling  to  fcrve  him,  that  he  Isfaid  to  have  put  to 
xleath  above  fourfcore  thoufand  of  his  own  foldicrs  within 
the  fpace  of  fifteen  years,  for  flying  from  their  colours  4 
and  if  he  were  vigoroufly  attacked,  little  help  could  be 
cxpcdled  from  a  difcontented  nobility,  or  a  ftarving  and 
defpairing  people.  If  to  diminifh  the  force  of  thefc 
arguQfients  and  examples,  it  be  faid,  that  in  two  or  three 

B  4  thoufand 
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thoufand  years  all  things  are  changed  ;  the  antient  vlrtucj 
of  nrinnkMid  is  extinguifhed  ;    and  the  love  that  every  ono 
had  to  his  country  is  turned  into  a  care  of  his  private  in- 
terefts :    I  anfwer,  that   time  changes  nothing,  and  the 
changes   produced   in   this   time  proceed   only  from  the 
change  of  govcrnm'^hts.     The  nations  which  have  been 
governed    arbitrarily,    have    always    fuffered    the   fame 
plagues,  and  been  infected  with  the  fame  vices ;    which 
is  as  natural,  as  for  animals  ever  to  generate  according 
to  their  kinds,    and  fruits  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  with 
the  roots  and  feeds  from  which  they  come.     The  fame 
order  that  made  men  valiant  and  induOrious  in  the  fcr- 
vice  of  their  country  during  the  firfl  ages,  would  have  the 
fame  effecS,  if  it  were  now  in  being  :    men  would  have 
the  fame  love    to  the  public  as  tl.e  Spartans  and  Romans 
had,  if  there  was  the  fame  reafon  for  it.     We  need  no 
other  proof  of  this  than  what  we  have  fcen  in  our  own 
country,  where,    in  a  few  years,  good  difcipline,  and  a 
juft  cncourngcment  given  to   thofe  who  did  well,  pro- 
duced more  examples  of  pure,  complete,  incorruptible, 
and  invincible  virtue  than  Rome  or  Greece  could  ever 
boaft ;   or  if  more  be  wanting,  they  may  eufily  be  found 
among  the  Switzers,  Hollanders,  and  others :    but  it  i^ 
not  ncceffary  to  l?ght  a  candle  to  the  fun. 
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fofular  gwernments  are  lefs  fubjeSi  to  civil  diforderi 
than  monarchies  ;  manage  them  more  aUy^  and  more 
iajtly  recover  cut  of  them. 

IT  is  in  vain  to  feck  a  government  in  all  points  free 
from  a  poflibility  of  civil  wars,  tumults,  and  <cdit'c»ns: 
that  \s  a  blefling  denied  to  tliis  life,  and  icftrvcd  to  com- 
plete the  felicity  of  the  next.  But  if  thcil:  arc  to  be  ac- 
counted the  greeted  evils  that  can  fall  u|<)n  a  people,  the 
rectitude  or  defects  of  governments  will  bell  ap^xrar,  if 
we  examine  wbich  fpccics  is  more  or  Icfs  cxpofcd  to  or 
exempted  from  them. 

This  may  be  done  two  ways. 

1.  By  fcarching  into  the  caufes  from  whence  they  may 
or  ufuallv  do  arife. 

2.  Which  kind  has  aflually  been  moft  frequently  and 
dangcroufly  difturbcd  by  them. 

To  the  firrt :  feditions,  tumults,  and  wars,  do  arife 
from  miilake,  or  from  malice ;  from  juft  occafions,  or 
unjuft:  from  miftake,  when  a  people  thinks  an  evil  to 
be  <lone  or  intended,  which  is  not  done  nor  intended,  or 
takes  that  to  be  evil  which  is  done,  though  in  truth  it  be 
not  fo.  Well  T{  gulajcd  cities  may  fall  into  thcfe  errors. 
The  Romans  being  jealous  of  their  newly  rcco\'ered  li- 
berty, thought  thkt  Valerius  Publicola  dcfigncd  to  make 
himfclf  king,  when  he  built  a  houfe  in  a  place  that 
fccmed  too  ftrong  and  eminent  for  a  priir9f(t.flian.    The 
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fipartjns  were  not  lefs  fufpicioiis  of  Lycurgus ;  and  a 
lewd  young  fellow  in  a  fcdition  put  out  one  of  his  eyes; 
but  no  people  ever  continued  in  n  more  c«  nilnnt  af- 
fed^ion  to  their  heft  defcrving  citi/.t-ns,  rl.:in  hoth  the 
Romans  and  the  Spartans  aftcrwau!.s  in  iniicfttd  to  thofc 
virtuous  and  wror.^/ully  fufpeclcd  men. 

Sometimes  the  fa£t  is  true,  hut  othcrwlfe  underftood 
than  was  intended.  When  the  Taiquins  were  expelled 
from  Rome,  the  patricians  retained  to  themfi.*lvcs  the 
principal  magiftracics  :  but  never  thought  of  'wringing 
ba«:k  kings,  or  of  fctting  up  a  corrupt  oligarchy  among 
thcmfclvcs,  as  the  plebeians  imagined :  and  this  mil\akc 
being  difcovcred,  the  fury  they  had  conceived,  vaniilied; 
and  they  who  feemcd  to  intend  nothing  Icfs  than  tlic  ex- 
tirpation of  all  the  patrician  families,  grew  quiet.  Mcnc- 
nius  Agrippa  appcafed  one  of  the  moft  violent  fctlitions 
tiiat  ever  happened,  amongft  them  .'lill  civil  intcrdls  were 
purfued  by  armed  troops;  with  a  fable  of  the  fcveral  parts 
of  the  body  that  murmured  againfl  the  belly :  and  the  molt 
dangerous  of  all  was  compofcd  by  creating  tribunes  to 
protect  them.  Some  of  the  patrician  young  men  had  fa- 
voured the  deceniviri,  and  others  being  unwilling  to  ap- 
pear againft  them,  the  people  believed  they  had  all 
ronfpired  with  thofe  new  tyrants :  but  Valerius  and 
Poratius  putting  thcmfelves  at  ti\c  head  of  thofe  who 
fought  their  deft rudlion,  they' perceived  their  error,  and 
looked  upon  tiie  patricians  as  the  bcft  defenders  of  their 
liberties:  "  ct  i'lde,"  fays  JL ivy,  "  auram  libcrtatis 
J*  captarc,  unde  fcrvitutem  timuilTent."  Democratical 
goyerninents  arc  naoft  liable  to  thcfc  miftakes :   in  arido- 
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.erades  they  are  feldom  fccn,  and  we  hear  of  none  in- 
Sparta  after  the  eftablifliment  of  the  laws  by  L)xurgus5 
but  abfolutc  monarchies  iecm  to  he  totally  exempted 
from  them.  The  mifchicfs  defigned  are  often  diifcmbled 
or  denied,  till  they  are  part  all  poJTibility  of  being  cured 
by  any  other  way  than  force :  and  fuch  as  are  by  nc^ 
ccflity  driven  to  ufe  that  remedy,  know  they  muft  perfcfl: 
their  work,  or  per'fli.  He  that  driws  his  fword  againft 
the  prince,  fay  the  French,  ought  to  throw  aw^aythc 
fcabbard;  for  though  the  defign  be  nc\er  fo  juft,  yet  the 
authors  arc  furc  to  be  ruined  if  it  mifcarry.  Peace  is 
feldom  made,  and  never  kcjt,  unlcfs  the  lubjedt  retain 
fuch  a  power  in  his  hands,  as  may  oblige;  th<r  prince  to 
(land  to  what  is  agreed  \  and  in  time  fomc  trick  is  found 
to  deprive  them  of  that  benefit. 

Seditions  proceeding  from  malice  are  feldom  or  never 
fecn  in  popular  gi^vernmcnts  ;  for  tbcy  arc  hurtful  to  the 
pcf^plc,  and  none  havo  ever  willingly  and  knowingly  hurt 
tlicmidves.  There  may  be,  and  often  is  malice  in  thofc 
%vho  excite  them  ^  but  the  people  is  ever  deceived,  and 
wlistfocvcr  is  thereupon  done,  ought  to  be  imputed  to 
crrcT,  as  I  fiiU  before.  If  this  be  difcovered  in  time, 
it  ufjally  turns  to  the  dcilruction  of  the  contriver  ;  as  in 
the  cafes  (/f  Miinlius  C;ipit<'linus,  Spurius  Melius,  and 
Sp.  CalTms  :  if  not,  for  the  moft  part  it  produces  a  ty- 
ranny, as  in  tliofc  of  AgtJthocles,  DionyHus,  Pififtratui^ 
and  Cxfar.  But  in  abfoluic  monarchies,  almoft  all  the. 
troubles  that  arifc,  proceed  from  malice ;  they  cannot  be. 
p  formed,  the  extintlilion  of  them  is  exceeding  difficulti  i£ 

they 
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llicy  havf  continued  long  enough  to  corrupt  the  people; 
and  thofc  who  appear  againft  thcni,  fcek  only  to  fer  up 
'  themfclvcs,  or  their  friends.  'l"hus  \vc  fee,  tlut  in  the 
civil  wars  of  the  ca(^,  the  queftinn  wns,  whcrih'.r  Ar- 
taxcrxes  or  Cvrus,  Phraartes  or  Bardancs,  ih  u\d  i(^ij>:n 
o\'cr  the  Pcrlians  and  Parthians:  the  peuplc  iufrerfd 
equally  from  both  whilf^  the  contcfts  laded  ;  and  the  dc- 
jcifion  left  them  under  the  po\nxr  of  a  proud  and  cruel 
Biaflcr.  The  like  is  feen  in  all  places.  After  the  death 
of  Brutus  and  Caflius,  no  war  was  ever  undertaken  in 
the  Roman  empire  upon  a  better  account  than  one  man's 
private  concernments  :  tlie  provinces  fuitercd  under  all ; 
and  he,  wliom  they  had  nflided  to  overthrow  one  wi'lcd 
l}Tant,  very  often  proved  worfe  than  his  prcdeet  llbr. 
And  the  only  ground  of  all  the  dilfcntions  with  which 
France  Mas  vexed  under  the  princes  of  Mcrovcus  and 
Pepin's  races,  were,  which  of  tlicm  fhould  reign,  the 
people  remaining  miferablc  under  tiKMn  all. 

The  cafe  is  not  much  different  in  niixcd  monarchies  : 
Ibme  wars  may  be  undertaken  upon  a  jult  and  public  ac- 
count, but  the  pietences  arc  cen.m'^.nly  falle :  a  laftin^; 
reformation  is  hardly  introduced,  an  intirc  change  often 
diflikcd.  And  though  fuch  kingdoms  are  freijuently  ami 
terribly  diftric^ed,  as  appears  by  the  before-mentioned 
examples  of  England,  Spain,  &:c.  tlie  quarrels  arc,  for 
"the  moft  part,  begun,  upon  pcrfonal  titles,  as  between 
Henry  the  Firft  and  Robert ;  Stephen  and  Maud  ;  or  the 
houfes  of  Lancafter  and  York:  and  the  people  who  get 
nothing  by  the  victory  whiclv  way  foevcr  it  fall,    and 
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fnicht  therefore  prudently  leave  the  compctitbrs  to  cfccicfo 
their  own  quarrels,  like  Theorcftcs  and  P<»liniccs,  with 
fhcir  own  fwords,   become  cruelly  engaged  in  them. 

It  may  fecm  ftrange  to  fomc  that  I  mention  feditions^ 
tumults,  and  wars,  uptm  juft  ocontions ;  but  I  can  find 
no  reafon  to  rctracl  the  term.  God  intending  that  men 
flkCi;M  live  ju^viy  with  one  another,  does  certain ly  intendj 
th:\t  ].c  or  they  wlio  do  no  wrong,  fhould  fuller  none 5 
and  the  law  that  forbids  injuries,  were  of  no  ufc,  if  no 
ptnalry  migiit  be  inflicted  on  ihofc  that  will  not  obey  it* 
If  injiKticc  therefore  bt  evil,  and  injuries  forbidden,  they 
arc  .'j'o  to  be  puniflied  ;  and  the  law  inftitutcd  for  tlicir 
prevention  muft  ncceflarily  intend  the  avenging  of  fuch 
as  cannot  be  prevented.  The  work  of  the  nwgiilracy  is 
to  execute  this  law;  the  ("v.ord  of  jullice  is  put  into  their 
hfind^  to  reftrain  the  fur\'  of  thofc  within  the  f(KM*et)'  who 
uill  not  be  a  lavr  to  themlclves;  and  the  fword  of  war 
to  profcdl  tlic  people  again  ft  the  violence  of  foreigners^ 
This  is  without  exception,  and  would  be  in  vain  if  it 
t\crc  not.  Bui  the  magiftrate,  who  is  to  protect  tiie  peo- 
ple from  injury,  mny,  and  is  often  known  to  haV^e  done 
it :  he  fometimcs  renders  his  office  ufclefs  by  negleding 
ti:  do  jufiioe  ;  fomcLimcs  rr.ifchicvous  by  overthrowing  iL 
This  Jrrikcs  at  tiie  root  of  God's  general  ordinance,  that 
there  fhould  be  laws;  anr?  the  purticulir  ordimnrcs  of 
a'l  focieties  that  a]^ point  fucii  as  (vcm  bed  to  them. 
The  magilliate  therefore  is  comprehended  under  botli, 
2:\.\  iiiWxCi  xo  both,  as  wcil  as  private  men. 
*      Thr  vi:.;>.  '.r  prcvcr/win^  or  punilhing  injuries  arc  ju- 


f2  .DT^iCOIMlSr^    0>J 

dicial  or  extrajudicial.  Juiiicial  proceedings  are  of  force 
againft  thofe  who  fubmit  or  may  be  brought  to  trial,  but 
are  of  no  cffcft  againft  thofe  who  refift,  and  are  of  fuch 
power  that  they  cannot  be  conftraiiied.  It  were  abfurd 
to  cite  a  man  to  appear  befi)re  a  tribunal  who  can  awe 
the  judges,  or  hns  armies  to  defend  him  ;  and  impious  to 
think,  that  lie  who  has  added  treachery  to  his  other 
crimes,  and  ufu'-pcd  a  power  above  the  law,  (hould  btf 
proTcdkd  by  ihe  enormity  of  lijs  wickednefs.  Legal  pro- 
ccftdings  therefore  arc  to  be  ufed  when  the  delinquent 
fubniits  to  the  law ;  and  all  are  juft,  when  he  will  not 
be  kept  in  order  by  the  legal. 

i  The  word  fcdiiion  is  generally  applied  to  all  numerous 
affemblies;  without  or  againft  the  authority  of  the  ma-» 
giftrat^,  or  of  thofe  who  aflume  that  power.  Athaliah 
and  Jezebel  were  more  ready  to  cry  out  treafon  thani 
David  ;  and  examples  of  that  fort  arc  fo  frequent,  that 
I  need  not  al ledge  them. 

Tumult  is  from  the  difordcrly  manner  of  thofe  affem-' 
blics,  where  things  can  fcldom  be  done  regularly  ;  and 
war  is  that  "  deccrtatio  per  vim,"  or  trial  by  force,  tQ 
which  men  come  when  other  ways  arc  ineftcd^ual. 

Pf  the  laws  of  God  and  men  arc  therefore  of  no  efFc6V, 
when  the  magiftracy  is  left  at  liberty  to  break  them  ;  and 
if  the  lulls  of  thofe  who  are  too  ftrong  for  the  tribunals 
of  juftice,  cannot  be  otherwife  reftraincd  than  by  fedi- 
.tion,  tumults,  and  war,  thefc  feditions,  tumults,  and  wars, 
are  juftified  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man, 
.    I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  enumerate  all  the  cafes  m 
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irh^A  this  may  be  done,  but  content  myfclf  with  thrcc^ 
viiioh  have  moft  frequently  given  occafion  for  proceed- 
ings of  this  kind. 

The  firft  is.  When  one  or  more  men  tike  upon  them 
the  power  and  name  of  a  magiftracy,  to  which  they  ate 
not  juftly  caHcd. 

The  fecond.  When  one  or  more,  being  juftly  called^ 
continue  in  their  mngiftracy  longer  than  the  laws  hf 
mhiih  they  arc  called  do  prefcribc. 

And  the  third,  When  he  or  they  who  air  nghtlf 
called,  do  afTum.c  a  power,  though  within  .the  time  prc- 
fcrilKd,  that  the  law  dt;cs  not  give  ;  or  turn  that  which 
the  l.i'.v  docs  give,  to  an  end  different  and  contrary  to  that 
which  is  intended  by  it- 

For  the  firft  ;  Filmrr  forbids  us  to  examine  titles:  hi 
tells  us,  v>e  muft  fubmit  to  the  power,  whether  acquired 
by  ufurpation  or  orherwife,  not  obfcrving  the  mifchievout 
abfurdit}'  of  rewarding  the  moft  deteftablc  villainies  with 
the  highcft  honours,  and  rendering  the  veneration  due  to 
the  fuprcmc  magiftrate  as  father  of  the  people,  to  one 
who  has  no  other  advantage  above  his  brethren,  than 
wh.it  he  has  gained  by  injufK>ufty  dirpoflclnng  or  nuu-i 
dcring  him  that  was  fo.  Hobbcs,  fearing  tlie  advan- 
tages that  may  be  taken  frorh  fuch  drfpcratc  nonfcnfe,  or 
m>(  thinking  it  ncccffary  to  iiis  cnJ  to  carry  the  matter  fo 
far,  has  no  regard  at  all  to  him  who'comes  in  without 
title  or  confcnt ;  and,  denying  him  to  be  either  king  or 
tyrant,  gives  him  no  other  nnirc  than  "  hofiis  &  latro;" 
and  allows  all  thin^^s  to  be  lawful  jigainft  him,  that  may 
be  done  to  a  [tullic  enemy  or  pirace:    vihich  is  as  much 
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as  to  fay,  any  rhan  may  deftroy  him  how  he  can.  Whdt^ 
ever  he  may  be  guilty  of  in  other  refpeds,  he  docs  irf 
this  follow  the  voic^e  of  mankind,  and  the  dictates  of  com- 
mon fenfe :  for  no  man  can  make  hlmfelf  a  riiagiftate  for 
himfelf ;  and  no  man  can  have  the  right  of  a  magiftrate^ 
who  is  not  a  magiHrate*.  If  he  be  juftly  accounted  an 
enemy  to  all,  who  injures  all  •,  he  above  all  muft  be  the 
public  enemy  of  a  nation,  who,  by  ufurping  a  power 
over  them,  does  the  grcateft  and  nioft  public  injury  that 
a  people  can  fuffer:  for  which  reafon,  by  an  eftablifhcd 
law  among  the  moft  virtuous  nation,  every  man  might 
kill  a  tyrant  i  and  no  names  are  recorded  in  hiftory  with 
more  honour,  than  of  thofe  who  did  it. 

Thefe  are  by  other  authors  called  "  tyranni  fine  titulo :" 
and  that  name  is  given  to  all  thofc  who  obtain  the  fu- 
preme  power  by  illegal  and  unjuft  means.  The  lawJi 
which  they  overthrow  can  give  them  no  protc6\ion ;  and 
every  man  is  a  foldicr  again tl  him  who  is  a  public  enemy. 

The  fame  rule  holds,  though  they  are  more  in  num- 
ber; as  the  magi,  who  ufuipcd  the  doniiniun  of  Pcrlin 
after  the  death  of  Cnmbyfcs  ;  tlic  tliirty  tyrants  at  Athens 
overthrown  by  Thraf/bulus;  thofc  of  Thebes  llain  by 
Pelopidas ;  the  dcccnniri  of  Rome,  and  others:  for 
tliough  tlic  multitude  of  offcntlcrs  may  fomctimcs  procure 
impunity,  yet  that  ait  \\irich  is  wicked  in  one,  muli  be 
fo  in  ten  or  twenty  ;  and  whatfocvcr  is  lawful  againft  one 
ufurper,  is  fo  rgainll  them  all.. 

a.  If  thofe  wlio  were  righdy  created,  continue  beyond 
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the  time  limited  by  the  law,  it  is  the  fame  thing.  That 
which  is  expired,  is  as  if  it  had  never  been.  He  that  was 
created  conful  for  a  year,  or  dictator  for  fix  months,  was 
after  that  a  private  man ;  and  if  lie  had  continued  in  the 
exercife  of  his  magiftracy,  had  been  fubjeft  to  the  fame 
puniflimcnt  as  if  he  had  ufurped  it  at  the  (irfl.  This  was 
known  to  Epaminondas,  who  finding  that  his  enterprixe 
aga\n(\  Sparta  could  not  be  accomplifhcd  witliin  the  time 
for  which  he  was  made  Bceotarches,  rather  chofe  to 
truft  his  countrymen  with  his  life  than  to  dcfift ;  and  was 
favcd  merely  through  an  admiration  of  his  virtue,  affur- 
ance  of  !iis  good  intentions,  and  the  glory  of  the  aflion. 

The  Roman  decemviri,  though  duly  elefted,  were 
proceeded  againft  as  private  men  ufurping  the  magiftracy, 
when  they  continued  beyond  their  time.  Other  magi- 
ftratcs  had  ceafed ;  there  was  none  that  could  regularly 
call  the  fcnatc  or  people  to  an  aflfembly:  but  when  their 
ambition  was  manifcfi,  and  the  people  exafperated  by  the 
death  of  Virginia,  they  laid  afidc  all  ceremonies.  The 
fcnate  and  people  met;  and,  exercifing  their  authority  in 
the  fame  manner  as  if  they  had  been  regularly  called  by 
the  magiftrate  appointed  to  that  end,  they  abrogated  the 
power  of  the  decemviri,  proceeded  againfi  them  as  enemies 
and  tyrants,  and  by  that  means  prefcrvcd  themfelvcs  from 
utter  ruin. 

3.  The  fame  courfe  is  jufily  uied  againd  a  legal  magi« 
ftratc,  who  takes  upon  him  (though  within  the  time  prc- 
fcribcd  by  the  law)  to  exercife  a  power  which  the  law  does 
not  give  ;  for  in  that  refprft  he  is  a  private  man,  "quia," 
as  Grotius  fays,  **  eatenus  non  habet  imperium  j"  and 
Vol.  II.  C  may 
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may  be  redrnincd  as  well  as  any  other,  becaufe  he  fs  nof 
fet  up  to  (Jo  wlKit  he  lifts,  but  what  the  law  appoints  for 
the  good  of  tliC  people  ;  and  as  he  has  no  other  power  tharr 
"what  the  law  allows,  (o  ihc  fnw.c  law  limits  and  c^irccts  tl^e 
cxereife  of  tliat  which  he  lias.  This  right,  nanirally  be- 
longing tty  nat'ons,  is  no-way  impaired  Vy  the  mmc  of 
fuprcme  given  to  their  magiftrates  *,  for  it  fignifics  no 
more,  tlian  that  they  do  acl  fovereignly  in  the  matters 
committed  to  their  charge.  Thus  arc  the  parliaments  of 
France  called  "  coiirs  fovcraines;''  for  they  judge  of  life 
and  death,  determine  ccmtroverGes  concerning  etlatcs ; 
an<l  tliere  is  no  appeal  from  their  decrees :  but  no  man 
ever  thonglit,  that  it  was  therefore  lawful  for  them  to  do 
"what  they  plcafcd  ^  or  tliat  they  might  not  be  oppofed,  if 
they  fliould  attempt  to  do  that  ^^hic!^.  they  ought  not. 
AnJ  though  the  Roman  dictators  and  confuls  were  fu- 
prcme magirtratcs,  they  v.erc  fubjc6l  to  the  people,  and 
might  be  puniOKti  as  well  as  othf^rs,  if  they  tranfgreired 
tlie  law".  Thuanus  carries  the  word  fo  far,  that  when 
Balotta,  Giufiiniano,  and  others  who  were  but  a)lonels, 
were  fcnt  as  comir.andcrs  in  chief  of  three  or  four  thoufand 
mcnupon  ancntcrprife,  he  always  fays,  "Summum  impe- 
*'  rium  ei  delatum."  Grotiuy  explains  this  point,  by 
diftinguirtiing  thofc  who  have  the  "  fummum  impcrium 
**  fummo  modo,"  from  thofc  who  have  it,  **■  modo  non 
*'  fummo."  I  know  not  where  to  find  an  example  of  this 
fovcrcign  power,  enjc^y^d  v  ithout  reftricVion,  under  a  bet- 
ter title  than  "  occupation  ;**  which  relates  not  to  our 
purpofe,  who  feck  only  that  which  rs  legal  and  jufl. 
Thicrcforc,   laying  afidc  that  point  for  the  prcfent,  we 
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may  follow  Grotius  in  examining  the  right  of  thofe  who 
are  certainly  limited :  "  Ubi  partem  imperii  habet  rex, 
«*  partem  fenatus  five  populus*^'*  in  which  cafe  he  fayg, 
'*  Regi  in  partem  non  fuam  involanti,  vis  jufta  opponi 
*<  potcft,"  inafmuch  as  they  who  have  a  part,  cannot  but 
have  a  right  of  defending  that  part ;  "  quia,  data  facul- 
**  tate,  datur  jus  facultatem  tuendi,"  without  which  it 
could  be  of  no  efFc<S. 

The  particular  limits  of  the  rights  belonging  to  each, 
can  onJy  be  judged  by  the  precifc  letter,  or  general  inten* 
tion  of  the  law.  The  dukes  of  Venice  have  certainly  a 
|>art  in  the  government,  and  could  not  be  called  magi- 
ftrates,  if  the}'  had  not.  They  are  faid  to  be  fuprcme ;  all 
laws  and  public  a£U  bear  their  names.  The  embaflador 
of  the  ftate,  fpcaking  to  pope  Paul  the  Vth  t,  denied  that  he 
acknowledged  aYiy  other  fupcrior  than  God.  But  they  are  fo 
well  known  to  be  under  the  power  of  the  law,  that  divers 
of  them  have  been  put  to  death  for  tranfgrcfling  it ;  and 
a  marble  gallows  is  feen  at  the  foot  of  the  (lairs  in  St. 
Mark's  palace,  upon  which  fome  of  them,  and  no  others, 
have  been  executed*  But  if  they  may  be  duly  oppofcd, 
when  they  commit  undue  a£ls,  no  man  of  judgment  will 
deny,  that  if  one  of  them  by  any  outrageous  violence 
fhould  endeavour  to  overthrow  the  law,  he  might  by  vio- 
lence be  fupprefled  and  chaftifed. 

Again,  fome  m^giilratcs  are  cntrufted  with  a  power  of 
providing  fhips,  arms,  ammunition,  and  viduals  for 
war ;  raifing  and  difciplining  foldiers,  appointing  officers 
fo  command  in  forts  and  garrifons,  and  making  leagues 

•  Ciot.  de  jur.  brl.  &  jw.  t  Thuan.  1.  cxxxvii. 
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with  foreign  princes  and  ftatcs.     But  if  one   of  tlieffe 
fhould  imbcxzlc,  fell,  or  give  to  an  enemy  thofe  (hipsv 
arms,  ammunition,  or  provifions ;  betray  the  forts ;  enr- 
ploy  only,  or  principally,  fuch  men  as  will  ferve  him  in 
thofe  wicked  aiSHons;  and,  contrary  to  the  truft  rcpofcd 
in  him,  make  fuch  leagoes  with  foreigners,  as  tend  to  the 
advancement  of  his  perfonal  intercAs,  and  to  the  dctri* 
ment  of  the  public ;  he  abfogates  his  own  magiftracy  j 
and  the  right  he  had  periihes  (as  the  lawyers  fay)  "  fruf- 
**  trationr  finis."     He  cannot  be  piotedcd  by  the  law 
which  helms  overthrown,  nor  obtain  impunity  for  the 
crimes  from  his  autliorit}'  that  was  conferred  upon  him^ 
CKily  that  he  might  do  good  with  i^.     He  was  "  fingulis 
**  ma}or,"  on  account  of  the  excellence  of  his  office; 
but  **  univcrils  minor/*  from  the  nature  and  end  of  the 
inftitution.     The  fureft  way  of  extingui filing  his  prero- 
gative, was  by  turning  it  to  the  hurt  of  thofe  who  gave  it. 
When  n^.attcrs  arc  brought  to  this  pofture,  the  author  of  tht 
mifchicf,  or  the  nation,  nmft  pcrifh.  A  flo4!k  cannot  fubfift 
under  a  ^iicphcrd  that  feeks  its  ruin^  nor  a  people  under  aa 
unfaithful  magiilrate.   Honour  and  riches  are  juflly  heaped 
upon  die  Iicads  of  thofe  who  rightly  perform  their  duty, 
bccaulc  the  difficulty  as  well  as  the  excellency  of  the  work 
is  great.  It  requires  courage,  experience,  induftty,  fidelity 
and  wifdom.     The  good  (hepherd,  (ays  our  Saviour,  lays 
down  his  life  for  his  ilieep :  the  hireling  who  flies  in  time 
of  danger,  is  reprefented  under  an  ill  charadler;  but  he  that 
fcts  himfdf  to  dcftroy  his.  flock,  if  a  wolf.     His  authority 
;g  incompatible  with  their  fubfiftence ;  and  whoever  difap* 
proves  tumults,  fcditions,  or  war,  by  which  he  may  be  re- 
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cnoved  from  it,  if  gentler  means  are  ineflTedual,  fubverts  the 
foundation  of  all  law ;  exalts  the  fury  of  one  man  to  t!ic 
deftruftion  of  a  nation ;  and  giving  an  irrefiftible  power 
to  the  moft  abominable  iniquity,  cxpofcs  all  that  arc  good 
to  be  deftroycd,  and  virtue  to  be  utteri;-  cxtinguifhed. 

Few  will  allow  fuch  a  pre-eminence  to  the  dukes  of 
Venice  and  Genoa,  the  advoyers  of  Switzerland,  or  the 
burgomafters  of  Amftcrdam.  Many  will  fay  thefc  are 
rafcals  if  they  prove  falfe,  and  ought  rnthcr  to  be  hanged, 
than  fuffered  to  accomplKh  the  villainies  they  defign.  But 
if  this  be  confeiled  in  relation  to  the  highcft  magiftrates 
that  are  among  thofe  nations,  why  (liould  not  the  fame 
be  in  all  others,  by  what  name  foevcr  they  are  called  ^ 
When  did  God  confer  upon  thofe  nations  the  cxtraordi- 
nary  privilege  of  providing  better  for  their  own  fafety 
than  ethers  ?  Or  was  the  gift  univcrfal,  though  the  benefit 
accrue  only  to  thofe  who  have  banifhed  great  titles  from 
among  them  ?  If  this  'be  fo,  it  is  not  their  felicity,  but 
their  wifdom,  that  we  ought  to  admii^c  and  imitate.  Kut 
why  (hould  any  think  their  anceftors  had  iwt  the  fame 
care  r  Have  not  they,  who  retained  in  thcmfclves  a  power 
ever  a  magif^rate  of  one  -name,  the  like  over  another?  Is 
there  a  charm  in  words,  or  any  name  of  fuch  efEcacy, 
that  he  who  receives  it  AiouM  immediately  become  mader 
of  thofe  that  cpeatcd  him,  -whereas  all  others  do  remain 
for  ever  fubjc6t  to  them?  Would  the  Venetian  govern- 
ment change  it»  nature,  if  they  fhould  give  the  name  of 
king  to  their  prince  ?  Are  the  Polanders  lefs  free  (ince  the 
title  of  king  is  conferred  upon  their  dukes ;  or  are  the 
Mofcovites-Ieft  flaves,  becaufe  their  chief  inagidrate  has 
,•     '  ■•'[     C  3  no 
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no  other  than  that  of  duke  ?  If  we  examine  things  but  a 
little,  it  will  appear,  that  magiftrates  have  enjoyed  largo 
powers,  who  never  had  the  name  ot  Icings ;  and  none 
were  evermore  reftrained  by  laws  than  thofe  of  Sparta, 
Arragon,  the  Goths  in  Spain,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  Poland,  and  others,  who  had  that  title. 
There  is  therefore  no  fuch  thing  as  a  right  univerf.illy  be- 
longing to  a  name,  but  everyone  enjoys  that  which  the 
laws,  by  which  he  is,  confer  upon  him.  The  law  that 
gives  the  power,  regulates  it ;  and  they  who  give  no  more 
than  what  they  pleafc,  cannot  be  obliged  to  fuffer  him  to 
whom  they  give  it,  to  take  more  than  they  thought  fit  to 
give,  of  to  go  unpuniflicd  if  he  do.  The  agreement^ 
made  are  always  confirmed  by  oath,  and  the  treachery  of 
violating  tliem  is  confcqucntly  aggravated  by  perjur)'. 
They  are  good  philofophers,  and  able  divines,  who  think 
this  can  create  a  right  to  thofe  who  had  none  ;  or  that  the 
lawaean  b^^  a  protedion  to  fuch  as  overthrow  them,  and 
give  opportunity  of  doing  the  mifchiefs  they  dcllgn.  If  it 
do  not,  then  .he  that  was  a  magillratc,  by  fuch  actions 
returns  into  the  condition  of  a  private  man  ;  and  what- 
ever is  lawful  againft  a  thief,  who  fubmits  to  no  law,  is 
lawful  againft  him. 

Men  who  delight  in  cavils,  may  afk,  Who  Hiall  be 
the  judge  of  the  occafions?  and  whctl^.cr  I  intend  to  give 
to  the  people  the  decifion  of  their  own  caufe  ?  To  which 
I  anlVer,  that  when  the  conteft  is  between  the  magillratc 
and  the  people,  the  party  to  which  the  determination  is 
referred,  mull  be  the  judge  of  his  own  cafe ;  and  the 
queftion  isonly,  WhetJier  the  magiftratc  ihoqld  depend 

upon 
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tpon  the  judgment  of  (he  people,  or  the  people  on  that 
ot  the  inagirtrate ;  an(l  which  is  moll  to  be  Aifpc.Hcd  of 
injuftice:  thit  is,  wlicthcr  tlie  people  of  Rome  ilioiild 
judge  Tarquin,  or  T.irquin  jijd;:e  the  pec^ple.     He  that 
knew  all  g^Kxi  men  abh(»rrcd  him  for  the  murder  of  his 
yrife,  brother,  father-in-law,  and  the  bell  of  the  fenate, 
-wouhi  certainly  Urikc  otF  the  heads  of  the  vno(\  eminent 
Temaming  pi.\.pcs  i  and  having  incurred  the  general  ha- 
tred of  the  pcoplr.  by  tr.c  wickedncfs  (ifiiis  government, 
he  feared  revcn;?  ;  and  endeavouring  to  dertrc»y  thofe  he 
feared  ':hat  is  the  eitv;  he  might  eafily  liave  accompliihcd 
his  work,  if  the  judgment  had  been  referred  to  him.     If 
the  |iC'?plc  ju('ge  Tarquin,  it  is  hard  to  imagine  hotrthcy 
fliuuld  he  bnyii^rht  to  give  an  unjuft  lentcnec :  they  loved 
th«.ir  r)rmcr  kings,  and  hated  Iiim  only  for  his  villainies: 
th^'v  did  ni)t  fancy,  but  know  his  cruelty.     When  the 
iu'l  WIS  flain,  no  man  that  any  way  refembled  them  could 
tliink  hitr.fclt  fjcurc.    Brutus  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  fool, 
till,  by  the  murdi«*  of  his  brother,  lie.  found  how  dan- 
gerous a  thing  it  was  to  be  thought  wife.     If  tlje  people, 
as  our  author  fays,  be  always  lewd,  fuolifli,  mad,  wick- 
ed, and  dcfirnus  to  put  the  power  into  the  hands  of  fueh 
as  are  moft  l.ke  to  themfelves,  he  and  his  fons  were  fiich 
men  as  they  fought,  and  he  was  hire  to  find  favourable 
judges  :  if  virtuous  and  good,  no  injuftice  was  to  be  feared 
from  them,  and  he  could  have  no  other  reafon  to  decline 
their  judgment,  than  what  was  fuggcftcd   b^  liis  own 
wickednefs.     Caligula,  Nero,  Domitian,   and  the  like, 
had  probably  the  fame  conrideratioins :   ,but  no  m:m  of 
x:omau>n  fcnfc  cvct  thought  that  the  fenate  and  people  of 
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Rome  did  not  better  defer vc  to  judge,  whether  fuch  mon- 
fters  (hould  reign  over  the  beft  part  of  mankind  to  their 
deftru<5lion,  than  they  to  determine  whether  their  crimes 
(hould  be  punifhed  or  not. 

If  I  mention  fome  of  thefc  known  cafes,  every  man's 
experience  will  fuggeft  others  of  the  like  nature;  and 
whofoever  condemns  all  feditions,  tumults  and  wars, 
raifed  againi^  fuch  princes,  muft  fay,  that  none  are 
wicked,  ox  feek  the  ruin  of  their  people,  which  is  ab- 
furd  ;  for  Caligula  wifhed  the  people  had  but  one  neck, 
that  he  might  cut  it  ofF  at  a  blow :  Nero  fet  the  ciiy  on 
fire;  and  we  have  known  fuch  as  have  been  worfc  than 
cither  of  them  :  they  muft  either  be  fufPcred  to  continue 
in  the  free  excrcife  of  their  rage,  that  is,  to  do  all  the 
mifchief  they  defign ;  or  muft  be  reftraincd  by  a  legal, 
judicial,  or  extrajudicial  way  ;  and  they  who  difallow 
the  extrajudicial,  do  as  little  like  the  judicial.  They 
will  not  hear  of  bringing  a  fupreme  magiftrate  before  a 
tribunal,  when  it  may  be  done.  "  They  will,"  fays  our 
author,  "  depofe  their  kings."  Why  fliould  they  not  be 
depofed,  if  they  become  enemies  to  their  people,. and  fet 
up  an  intereft  in  their  own  perfons  inconfiftent  with  the 
public  good,  for  the  promoting  of  which  they  were  credt- 
ed  ?  If  they  were  created  by  the  public  confent,  for  the 
public  good,  fhall  they  not  be  removed  when  they  prove 
to  be  of  public  damage  ?  If  they  fet  up  themfelves,  may 
nhey  not  be  thrown  down  ?  Shall  it  be  lawful  for  them 
to  ufurp  a  power  over  the  liberty  of  others,  and  Ihall  it 
not  be  lawful  for  an  injured  people  to  refume  their  own  ? 
If  injuftice  citalt  Jtfclf,  miift  it  be  for  ever  eftabliflied  ? 

Shall 
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Shall  great  perfons  be  rendered  facred  by  rapine,  perjury. 
and  murder  ?  Shall  the  crimes  for  which  private  men  do 
juftly  fuffer  the  moft  grievous  puniftimcnts,  exempt  thcnj 
frbm  all,  who  commit  them  in  the  higheft  cxcefs,  with 
moft  power,  and  moft  to  the  prejudice  of  mankind  ? 
Shall  the  laws  that  folcly  aim  at  the  prevention  of  crimes 
be  made  to  patronize  them^  and  become  fnarcs  to  the  in- 
nocent,  whom  they  ought  to  prote^l?  Has  every  man 
given  up  info  the  common  ftore  his  right  of  avenging  the 
injunes  he  may  receive,  that  the  public  power,  which 
ought  to  proteft  or  avenge  him,  fliould  be  turned  to  the 
deftrudion  of  himfelf,  his  porterity,  and  the  fociety  into 
which  they  enter,  without  any  poffibility  of  redrefs? 
Shall  the  ordinance  of  God  be  rendered  of  no  cffl6l ;  or 
the  powers  he  hath  appointed  to  be  fet  up  for  the  diftti- 
bution  of  juftice,  be  made  fabfervient  to  the  lufts  of  one 
or  a  few  men,  and  by  impuni«7  encourage  them  to  com- 
mit all  manner  of  crimes?  Is  the  corruption  of  man's 
nature  fo  littie  known,  that  fuch  as  have  common  fenfe 
ihould  cxpc61  juftice  from  thofc,  who  fear  no  puniftimcnt 
if  they  do  injuftice;  or  that  the  modefty,  integrity,  and 
innocence,  Which  is  feldom  found  in  one  man,  though 
never  fo  cautioufly  chofen,  ftiould  be  conftantly  found  in  all 
thofe  who  by  any  means  attain  to  greatnefs,  and  continue 
for  ever  in  their  fucceffors ;  or  that  there  can  be  any  fecu- 
rity  under  their  government,  if  they  have  them  not  ?  Surely 
if  this  were  the  condition  of  men  living  under  govern- 
ment, forcfts  would  be  more  fafe  than  cities ;  and  it  were 
better  for  every  man  to  ftand  in  his  own  defence,  than  to 
f  ntcr  into  focieties.*    He  that  lives  alone  might  encounter 

fuch 


fuch  as  flioulJ  aflault  him  upon  equal  terms,  and  fianJ  or 
fall  according  to  the  mcafure  of  his  courage  and  ftrcngth; 
but  no  valour  can  defend  him,  if  the  malice  of  hit 
iCntemy  be  upheld  by  a  public  power.  There  muft  there- 
fore he  a  right  of  proceeding  juoicially  i;r  extrajudicially 
againft  all  perfons  who  tranfg-rcfs  the  laws  ;  or  clfc  thofc 
laws,  and  tlic  focietics  that  (hould  fublift  by  them,  cannot 
iland ;  and  the  ends  for  which  govcrnincnts  are  confli- 
luted,  together  with  the  governments  themfelves,  muft 
be  overthrown.  Extrajudicial  proceedings,  by  fedition, 
tumult,  or  war,  muft  take  place,  when  die  perfons  con- 
cerned are  of  fuch  power,  that  they  cannot  be  broughf 
under  the  judicial.  They  who  deny  this,  deny  all  help 
jagainft  an  ufurping  tyrant,  or  the  perfidioufnefs  of  a  law- 
fully created  magiftrate,  who  adds  the  crimes  of  ingra- 
titude and  treachery  to  ufurpation.  Thefe  of  all  men 
arc  the  moft  dangerous  enemies  to  fuprcme  magiftrates . 
ibr  as  no  man  dcfircs  indemnity  for  fuch  crimes  as  are 
never  committed,  he  that  would  exempt  all  from  puni(h- 
ment,  fuppolc^  they  will  be  guilty  of  the  word  ;  and  by 
concluding,  that  the  people  will  dcpofc  them  if  they  have 
the  power,  acknowledge,  that  they  purfue  an  intcreft  arb- 
nexed  to  their  perfons,  contrar)'  to  that  of  their  people, 
which  they  would  iiot  bear  if  they  could  deliver  them- 
felves from  it.  This  ihewing  all  thole  governments  to 
be  tyrannical,  lays  fuch  a  burden  upon  thofe  who  admi- 
nifter  them,  as  muft  nccelfarily  weigh  them  down  tp 
jdeftru6\ion. 

If  it  be  faid,  that  the  word  feditio/i  implies  that  which 
is  evil  y  I  anfwer,  that  it  ought  not  tlien  to  be  applied 
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to  thoft  who  fcek  nothing  but  that  which  is  juft ;  and 
chough  the  ways  of  delivering  an  opprcflTcd  people  firom 
Ac  violence  of  a  wicked  magiftrate,  who  has  armed 
a  crew  of  lewd  villains^  and  fatted  them  with  the  blood 
and  confifc^tipns  of  fuch  as  were  mort  ready  to  oppofe 
him,  be  extraordinary,  thr  inward  righteoufnefs  of  th^ 
a6t  doth  fully  joftify  the  authors.  "  He  that  has  virtue 
**  and  p«5wcr  to  fave  a  people,  can  never  want  a  right 
'*  of  doing  it."  Valerius  Aiiaticus  had  no  hand  in 
the  death  of  Caligula  ;  but  when  the  furious  guards 
began  tumultuouily  to  inquire  who  had  killed  him,  he 
appeafed  them  with  wifhing  he  had  been  the  man. 
No  -wife  man  ever  a(ked  by  what  authority  Thrafybu- 
lus,  Harmodius,  AriOogiton,  Pclopidas,  Epaminondas, 
Pion,  Timoleon,  Lucius  Brutus,  Publicola,  Horatius, 
Valerius,  Marcus  Brutus,  C.  Caflius,  and  the  like,  de- 
livered their  country  from  tyrants*.  Their  anions  car- 
ried in  themfelvcs  their  own  juftification,  and  their 
virtues  will  never  be  forgotten  whilft  the  names  of 
Greece  and  Rome  are  remembered  in  the  world. 

If  this  be  not  enough  to  declare  the  juftice  inherent  in, 
and  the  glory  that  ought  to  accompany  thefe  works,  tho 
examples  of  Mofes,  Aaron,  Othniel,  Ehud,  Barak,  Gide* 
on,  Samuel,  Jephthah,  David,  Jehu,  Jehoiada,  the  Mac- 
cabees, and  other  holy  men  raifcd  up  by  God  for  the  de- 


♦  Utinara  frciflttn  (a).  Tac. 
(tf)  This  is  not  told  any- where,  I  believe,  in  Tacitus.  The  whole  life 
of  Caligula,  and  the  beginning  of  Claudius's  nign,  are  loll.  The  fixth 
book  of  his  Annals  fniilhefc  with  the  death  of  Tiberius,  and  the  eleventh 
opens  with  an  account  of  ihis  Valerias  Afiattcu*  in  the  tirae  of  Claudius, 
l  he  facl  is  told  by  Dion  Caflius,  at  the  end  of  his  59th  book. 

livcranco 
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tjiverancr  of  his  pe  pSe  from  their  opprefTors,  decide  the 
qucftion.  They  arc  perpetually  renowned  for  having  led 
the  people  by  extraordinary  "ways  (which  fuch  as  our 
^author  exprefs  under  names  of  fedition,  tumult,  and 
war)  to  recover  their  liberties,  and  avenge  the  injuries  rc- 
tft! ved  from  foreign  or  domedic  tyrants.  The  work  of  tlie 
apoftles  was  not  in  their  lime  to  fet  up  or  pull  down  any 
civil  ftate  ;  but  they  fo  behaved  themfelvcs  in  relation  to 
all  the  powers  of  the  earth,  that  they  gained  the  name  of 
pcftilcnt,  feditious  fellows,  difturbcrs  of  the  peace ;  and 
left  *it  as  an  inheritance  to  thofe,  who,  in  fuccecding 
ages,  by  following  their  fteps,  fliould  defcrve  to  be  called 
tJieir  fucccffors  ;  whereby  they  were  cxpofcd  to  the  hatred 
of  corrupt  magi ftrates,  and  brought  under  the  ncccffity  of 
peridiing  by  them,  or  defending  thcmfclves  againft  them  y 
and  he  that  denies  them  that  right,  does  at  once  condemn 
the  moft  glorious  adlions  of  the  wifcd,  bcf>,  and  holieft 
men  that  have  been  in  the  world,  together  witli  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  upon  which  tliey  were  founded. 

Neverthclefs,  there  is  a  fort  of  fcdition,  tumult,  and 
war,  proceeding  from  malice,  whicli  is  always  dcteftable, 
aiming  only  at  the  fatisfad^ion  of  private  luft,  without 
regard  to  the  public  good.  This  cannot  happen  in  a  po- 
pular government,  unlefs  it  be  among'ft  the  rabble ;  or 
when  the  body  of  the  people  is  fo  corrupted,  that  it  can- 
not (land  i  but  is  moft  frequent  in,  and  natural  to,  abfo- 
lute  monarchies.  When  Abimilech  defired  to  make  him- 
felf  king,  he  raifed  a  tumult  aipong  the  bafeft  of  the 
people*:  he  hired  light  and  vain  pcrfons,  fome  tranfla- 

judg.  ix. 
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tjoffs  call  them  kwd  vagabonds,  killed  his  brechren,  but 
pcriftied  in  his  defign ;  the  corrupt  party  that  fiivoured  him 
not  having  ftrengt?  enough  to  fubdue  the  other,  who  were 
store  fincere.  *  S  Melius,  t  Sp.  CafTius,  and  X  Man- 
lius,  attempted  the  like  in  Rome:  they  a<Sted  malicioufly, 
their  pretences  to  procure  the  public  good  were  falfe.  It 
is  probable,  that  fome  in  the  city  were  as  bad  as  they,  and 
knew  that  mifchief  was  intended ;  but  the  body  of  the 
people  not  being  corrupted,  they  were  fupprefled.  It  ap« 
peared,  (ays  Livy,  <<  nihil  ede  minus  populare  quam 
''  regnum:"  they  who  had  favoured  Manlius,  condemned 
him  to  death,  when  it  was  proved,  that  <^  egregias  alioqut 
*'  virtutes  feeda  regni  cupidine  maculaffct."  But  wlien 
the  people  is  generally  corrupted,  fuch  defigns  fcldom 
mifcarry,  and  the  fuccefs  is  always  the  eredtion  of  a 
tyranny.  Nothing  elie  can  pleafe  vain  and  profligate 
perfons,  and  no  tyranny  was  ever  fet  up  by  fucJi  as  were 
better  qualified.  The  ways  of  attaining  it  have  always 
been  by  corrupting  the  manners  of  the  people,  bribing 
foUiers,  entertaining  mercenary  Grangers,  opening  pri-« 
fons,  giving  liberty  to  flaves,  alluring  indigent  perfons 
with  hopes  of  abolishing  debts,  coining  to  a  new  divifion 
of  lands,  and  the  like.  Seditions  iai£cd  by  fuch  men 
always  tend  to  the  ruin  of  popular  governments ;  but 
when  they  happen  under  abfohite  monarchies,  the  hurt 
int£ndcd  is  only  to  the  pcrfon,  who  being  removed,  the 
f  romptcrs.of  them  fet  up  another ;  and  he  that  is  fet  up, 
fubfifting  only  by  tht  ftrcngth  of  thofc  who  made  him,  is 

•  l-ivy,  1.  iv.  c.  ij.  «i-  i   Id-  1-  i».  c  4>-  t  1*^  1-  vi.  c.  ii — 23^ 
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obliged  to  foment  the  vices  that  drew  theth  to  icfv6 
him  ;  though  another  may  perhaps  make  die  of  the  famef 

«gainft  him. 

The  confequence  of  this  is,  that  thofe  who  uphold  po- 
pular governments,  look  upon  vice  and  indigence  as  mif- 
chiefs  that  naturally  increafc  each  other,  and  equally  tend 
to  the  ruin  of  the  ftate.  When  men  arc  by  vice  brought 
into  wnnt,  they  -.^re  ready  for  mifchief :  there  is  no  villainy 
that  men  of  profligite  lives,  loft  reputation,  and  defperate 
fortunes,  will  not  undertake.  Popular  equality  is  aa 
enemy  to  tiiefc ;  ami  they  who  would  prcfcrve  it  muft 
preferve  integrity  of  manners,  fobriety,  and  an  honcft 
contentcdncfs  with  what  the  law  allows.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  abfolutc  monirch,  who  will  have  no  other  law 
than  his  own  will,  defires  to  increafc  the  number  of  thofe 
who  through  Icwdnefs  and  beggary  may  incline  to  depend 
upon  him  ;  though  the  fame  temper  of  mind,  and  condi- 
tion of  fortune,  prepare  them  alfo  for  fuch  fcditions  as 
may  bring  him  into  danger;  and  the  fame  corruption 
which  led  them  to  fct  him  up,  may  invite  them  to  fell 
him  to' another  tirat  will  give  them  better  wages.   " 

I  do  not  by  this  conclude,  that  all  monarchs  arc  viti- 
ous  men  ;  but  that  whoever  will  fct  up  an  abfolutc  power, 
muft  do  it  by  thefe  meatus  ;  and  that  if  fuch  a  power  be 
already  cftablifticd,  and  ftiould  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
perfon,  who  by  his  virtue,  and  the  gentlenefs  of  his  na- 
ture, fhould  endeavour  to  render  the  yoke  fo  eafy,  that  a 
better  difcipl'med  people  might  be  contented  to  bear  it ; 
yjt  this  method  could  laft  no  longer  than  his  life,  and 
probably  would  be  a  means  to  (liortcn  it;    that  which 

was 
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unts  at  firft  eflabUflied  i^  evil  arts  always  returning  to  the 
fame:  diat  which  was  vicious  in  the  principle*  can  never 
be  long  upheld  by  virtue;  and  we  fee,  that  the  worft  of 
the  Roman  emperors  were  not  in  great  danger  from  fuch 
good  men  as  remained  undcftroyed,  than  the  br.ft  from 
the  corrupt  party  that  would  not  be  corredcd,  and  fought 
fuch  a  mafter  as  would  lay  no  reftriflion  upon  their  viccf# 
Thofc  few  who  efcaped  the  rage  of  thefe  villains,  only 
gave  a  little  breathing-time  to  the  afflidied  world,  which 
by  their  children  or  fucceifors  was  again  plunged  into  that 
rxircmity  of  mifciy,  from  which  they  intended  to  deliver 
it.  An  extraordinary  virtue  was  required  to.kecp  a  prince 
in  a  way  contrary  to  the  principles  of  his  own  govcrn- 
4nefit ;  which  being  rarely  found,  and  never  continued 
long  in  a  family  or  fucceffion  of  men,  the  endeavours  of 
the  beft  became  incffcAual,  and  either  they  themfclves 
'periftied  in  them,  or  after  their  dcatli  all  things  returned 
into  tlic  old  polluted  channel. 

Though  the  power  of  the  Hebrew  kings  was  not  unli- 
mitcdy  yet  it  exceeded  the  rule  fct  by  God,  and  was  fuf- 
ficicnt  to  incrcafc  the  number  of  the  wcrft  of  men,  and 
to  give  them  opportunities  of  railing  perpetual  dirturbanccs* 
On  the  king's  fide  tlierc  were  fl.ittcrors  and  inllruments  of 
mifchief :  on  the  other  fide  tlierc  v.crc  indebted  and  dif- 
contentcd  pcrfons.  Notwithftamlin^  the  juftit^c  of  Da- 
vid's caufe^  the  wiftfom,  valour,  and  piety  of  his  pcrfon, 
none  would  follow  him,  cxcxpt  a  few  of  his  own  kindred 
(who  knew  what  God  hat!  promifcd  to  l»im),  and  fuch  as 
wcfc  uneafy  in  their  worldly  circumftances*  After  the 
death  of  Saul,  there  was  a  long  and  bloody  war  between 

l(hbo(heth 
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Ifliboftieth  and  David.  The  former  being  killed,  th^ 
flighteft  matters  were  fufficient  to  put  the  ivhote  nation 
into  blood.  Abfalom  with  a  few  fair  words  was  able  16 
raife  all  Ifrael  agamll  his  father:  Sheba  the  fon  of  Bichri 
with  as  much  cafe  raifed  a  more  dangerous  tumult:  Da* 
vid,  by  wifdom,  valour,  and  the  blelTing  of  God,  fur- 
mounted  thefc  difficulties,  and  prepared  a  peaceable  reign 
for  Solomon;  but  after  his  death  they  broke  out  into ^ 
flame  that  was  never  quenched  till  the  nation  was  fo  dif- 
perfcd,  that  no  man  knew  where  to  find  his  enemies. 
Solomon  by  his  magnificence  had  reduced  Ifrael  to  fuch 
poverty,  as  inclined  them  to  revolt  upon  the  firft  offer  of 
an  opportunity  by  Jeroboam.  From  that  time  forward 
Ifrael  was  perpetually  vexed  with  civil  fcditions  and  con- 
fpiracics,  or  wars  with  their  brethren  of  Judah.  Nine 
kings  with  their  families  were  defiroyed  by  the  firft,  and 
the  latter  brought  fuch  flnughters  upon  the  mifcrablc 
people  as  were  never  fuffcrcd  by  any  who  were  not  agitated 
with  the  like  fury  ;  and  the  courfe  of  thefc  mifchiefs  was 
never  interrupted,  till  tiiey  had  brought  the  nation  into 
captivity,  and  the  country  to  dcfolation.  Though  God, 
according  to  his  promife,  did  preferve  a  light  in  the  houfe 
of  David  ;  yet  the  tribe  of  Judah  was  not  the  more  happy. 
Joafli  was  flain  by  a  private  confpiracy,  and  Amaziah  (as 
is  moil:  probable)  by  public  authority,  for  having  fooliflily 
brought  a  terrible  (laughter  upon  Judah.  Athaliah  dc- 
ftroycd  the  king's  race,  and  was  killed  herfelf  by  Jehoiadn, 
who,  not  having  learnt  from  our  author  to  regard  the  power 
only,  and  not  the  ways  by  which  it  was  obtained,  caufed 
her  to  be  dragged  out  of  the  temple,  and  put  to  a  well  de- 
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fefvcd  death.  The  whole  ftory  is  a  tragedy  :  and  if  it  be 
pretended  this  proceeded  rather  from  the  wrath  of  God 
againft  his  people  for  their  idolatry,  than  from  fuch  caufcs 
as  are  applicable  to  other  nations,  I  anfwer,  tiiat  this 
idolatry  was  the  production  of  the  government  they  had 
fct  jup,  and  moft  fuitable.to  it ;  and  chufing  rather  to  fub- 
jt£k  ihemfelves  to  the  will  of  a  man,  than  to  the  law  of 
God,  they  dcfervcdly  fufFcred  the  evils  that  naturally  fol- 
low the  worft  counfels.  We  know  of  iione  who,  taking 
the  like  coiirfe,  have  not  fufFered  the  like  miferies.  Not- 
vitJiiTanding  the  admirable  virtue  and  fucccfs  of  Alexan- 
der, his  reign  was  full  of  confpiracics,  and  his  knowledge 
of  them  prompted  h\tx\  to  dcftroy  Parmenio,  Philotas, 
Clytus,  Callifthcncs,  Hermolaus,  and  many  more  of  his 
beft  friends.  If  he  cfcaped  the  fword,  he  fell  by  poifon. 
The  murder  of  his  wives,  mother,  and  children,  by  the 
ntge  of  his  CM  n  foldicrs  ;  the  fUry  of  his  captains  employed 
in  mutual  (laughters,  till  they  wereconfumed  ;  his  pater- 
nal kingdom  after  many  revolutions  transferred  to  CalTan- 
der  his  moft  mortal  enemy  ;  the  utter  extinction  of  his  con- 
quering army,  and  •particularly  the  famous  A rgyrafpides, 
who,  being  grown  faithlefs  and'  feditious,  after  the  death 
of  Eumenes  were  ferit  to  pcrifh  in  unknown  parts  of  the 
caft  ;  abundantly  tcftify  the  admirable  ftabiliry,  good  or- 
der, peace,  arid  quiet,  that  is  enjoyed  under  abfolute 
monarchy.  The  next  government  ot  the  like  nature  that 
appeared  upon  the  Ibge  of  the  world  was  that  of  Rome, 
introduced  by  wars  that  confumed  two  thirds  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  confirmed  by  profci  p:i(jns,  in  which  all  that  were 
eminent  for  nobility,  rithcs,  or  virtue,  pcrilhed.  The 
Vol.  II.  D  peace 


4«  DrSCOU^RSES    OM 

peace  they  had  under  Augufhis  was  like  that  which  ttii!' 
devil  allowed  to  the  child  in  the  Gofpcl  *,  whom  he  rent 
(orely,  and  left  as  dead.  The  miferable  city  wa» 
only  caft  into  a  fwoon ;  after  long  and  violent  vexa- 
tions by  feditionsy  tumults,  and  wars,  it  lay  as  dead; 
and  finding  no  helper  like  to  him  who  cured  the  child,  it 
was  delivered  to  new  devils  to  be  tormented,  till  it  wu* 
utterly  def^royed.  Tiberius  was  appointed  as  a  fit  infbru*- 
ment  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  It  was  thought,  that  thofe  who 
Aiould  feci  the  cffeds  of  his  pride,  cruelty,  and  luft^ 
would  look  upon  the  death  of  Auguftus  as  a  lofs.  He 
performed  the  work  for  which  he  was  chofen  ;  his  reigi* 
was  an  uninterrupted  ferics  of  murders,  fubornation,  pcr- 
juries>  and  poifonings,,  intermixed  with  the  moft  dctcft- 
able  impurities,  the  revolts  of  provinces,  and  mutinies  of 
armies.  The  matter  was  not  mended  by  his  fucceflbrs : 
Caligula  was  killed  by  his  own  guards :  Claudius  poi- 
foned  by  his  wife:  Spain^  Gaul,  Germany,  Pannonia^. 
Mxfia,  Syria,,  and  Egypt,  revolted  at  once  from  Nero ;. 
the  people  and  Ceoate  followed  the  example  of  the  pro- 
vinces. This  I  think  was,  in  our  author's  fenfe,  fcdition 
with  a  witnefs.  Nero  being  dead  by  the  hand  of  a  flavc^ 
or  his  own  to  prevent  that  of  the  hangman,  Galba  entered: 
the  city  with  blood  and  flaughter^  but  when  his  own  foU 
diers  found  he  would  not  give  the  money  for  which  they 
intended  to  fell  the  empire,  they  killed  him ;  and,  to  jfhew 
the  ftabHity  of  abfolute  monarchy,  it  may  be  obfcrvcd,, 
that  this  was  not  done  by  the  advice  of  the  fenate,  or  by  a 
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foitfptracy  of  great  men ;  '<  Sufcepere  duo  manipulares 
«*  populi  Roman!  impcrium  trnnsfcrcndum,  &  tranftu- 
«*  lerunt  ♦."     Two  rafcals  gave  the  crrpire  to  Otho,  and 
the  whole  fenatc  was  like  to  be  butchered  for  not  being  fo 
ready  to  follow  their  venerable  authority  as  they  ought  to 
have  been,  and  hardly  efcaped  the  fury  of  their  mad  and 
drunken  companions.     As  a  farther  tcdimony  that  thefe 
monarchies  are  not  fubjeA  tofedition  and  tumultS)  he  had 
kt  once  only  two  competitors  againft  whom  he  was  to  de- 
fend the  well  acquired  empire :  his  army  was  defeated  at 
Brefcia;  he  killed  himfelf;    and  his  fucccflbr  Vitellius 
was  foon  after  thrown  into  the  common  fewer.     The 
fame  method  ftill  continued :  Rome  was  filled  with  blood 
and  afhes ;  and  to  recite  all  the  public  mifchiefs  would  be 
to  tranfcribe  the  hlftory :  for  as  Pyrrhus,  being  afkcd  who 
Oiould  fucceed  him,  anfwered.  He  who  has  the  fharpeft 
fword  ;  that  was  the  only  law  that  governed  in  the  fol- 
lowing ages.   Whoever  could  corrupt  two  or  three  legions, 
thought  he  had  a  good  title  to  the  empire ;  and  unlefs  he 
happened  to  be  killed  by  treachery,  or  another  tumult  of 
his  own  foldiers,  he  feldom  receded  from  it  without  a 
battle,  wherein  he  that  was  moft  fuccefsful,  had  no  other 
fecurity  than  what  the  prefent  temper  of  the  foldiers 
afibrdcd  him ;  'and  the  miferable  provinces,  having  nei- 
ther virtue  nor  force,  were  obliged  flaviftily  to  follow  the 
fury  or  fortune  of  thofc  villains.     In  this  ftate  did  Rome 
dedicate  to  Conflanrine  the  triumphal  arch,  that  had  been 
prepared  f<jr  MuKcntius;  and  thofc  provinces  which  had 
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fct  up  Albinus  and  Niger  fubmitted  to  Scptimius  Scvcni?^ 
In  the  vaft  variety  of  accidents  that  in  thofe  ages  difturbed 
the  world,  no  emperor  had  a  better  title  than  what  he 
purchafed  by  money  or  violence  ;  and  enjoyed  it  no  longer 
than  thofe  helps  continued,  which  of  all  things  were  the 
moft  uncertain.     By  this  means  moft  of  the  princes  pe- 
rifhed  by  the  fword,  Italy  was  made  defolate,  and  Rome 
was  feveral  times  facked  and  burnt..    The  miftrefs  of  the 
world  being  made  a  (lave,,  the  provinces  which  had  been 
acquired  by  the  blood  of  her  antient  virtuous  citizens,  . 
became  part  of  an  ufurpers  patrimony,  who  without  any 
regard  to  the  public  good,  diftributed  them  to  his  children 
ccording  to  their  number,  or  his  paflion.     Thcfe  cither 
•leftroycd  one  another,  or  fell  under  the  fword  of  a  third, 
who  had  the  fortune  of  their  father,  the  grcatcft  part  moft 
commonly  falling  to  the  (hare  of  tbi;  worft.     If  at  any 
time  the  contrary  happened,  the  government  of  the  beft 
was  but  a  lucid  interval.     Well-widiing  men  grew  more 
extremely  to  abhor  the  darkncfs  that  fullowcd  when  they 
were  gone.     The  bcft  of  them  could  do  no  more  tha.i 
fufpend  mifchicf  for  a  while,  but  could  not  corrc6l  the 
corrupt  principle  of  their  government ;    fome  of  them 
were  dcftroycd  as  foon  as  they  were  thought  to  intend  it: 
and  others,  vho  finilhed  their  days  in  peace,  left  the  em- 
pire to  fuch  pcil'ons  of  th^^ir  relations  as  were  moft  unlike 
to  them.     DiMniiian  came  in  as  brotJier  to  Titus.    Com- 
modus  and  Htliogabalus  were  recommended  by  the  me- 
mory of  thofe  virtues  which  had  been  found  in  Antoninus 
and  Aurdius.     Honorius   and  Arcadius,    who  by  their 
Uafcnefs  brought  utter  ruin  upon  tlic  weftern  and  eaftern 
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•empiresi  were  die  fons  of  the  brave  Thebdofiud.     They 

who  could  keep  their  hands  free  from  blood,  and  their 

hearts  from  malice,  covctoufnefs,  and  pride,  could  not 

•tranfmit  tlieir  virtues  to  their  fucceflbrs,  nor  corrcdl  the 

perverfenefs  that  lay  at  the  root  and  foundation  of  their 

government.    The  nvhole  mafs  of  blood  was  vitiated : 

the  body  was  but  one  vaft  fore,  which  no  hand  but  that 

of  the  Almighty  could  heal ;  and  he,  who  from  an  abhor- 

rence  of  iniquity  had  declared  he  would  not  hear  the  cries 

of  his  own  people,  when  they  had  chofen  the  thing  that 

was  not  good,  would  not  (hew  mercy  to  (Irangers,  who 

had  done  the  fame  thing. 

I  have  infiftcd  upon  the  Hebrew,  Macedonian,  and 
Jloman  hiftories,  becaufe  they  are  the  moft  eminent,  and 
and  bed  known  to  us :  we  are  in  the  daiic  concerning  the 
Babylonian,  Aflyrian,  Chaldean,  Ba6^rian,  and  Egyptian 
jnonarchics :  we  know  little  more  of  them  than  the  fcrip- 
<iire  occafionally  relates  concerning  their  barbarous  cruelty, 
and  beftial  pride,  and  extravagant  folly.     Others  have 
been  like  to  them,  and  I  know  not  where  to  find  a  peace- 
able monarchy  unlefs  it  be  in  Peru,  where  the  ynca  Gar- 
cilaffo  de  la  Vega  fays,  that  a  man  and  a  woman,  chil- 
dren of  the  fun  and   the  moon,    appearing  amongft  a 
barbarous  people,    living  without  any  religion  or  law, 
«ftabliflicd  a  government  amongft  them,  which  continued 
in  much  peace  and  juftice  for  twelve  generations :  but  this 
fecming  to  be  as  fabulous  as  their  birth,  we  may  pafs  it 
over,  and  fix  upon  thofe  that  arc  better  known ;  of  which 
there  is  not  one  that  has  not  fuffered  more  dangerous  and 
.inifchievous  fcditions^  than  all  the  popular  governments 
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that  have  been  in  the  world :  and  the  condition  of  thof? 
kii^oms  which  arc  not  abfoliitc,  and  yet  give  a  prefer- 
ence to  birth,  without  confideration  of  merit  or  virtue,  i$ 
not  much  better. 

This  is  proved  by  the  reafons  of  thofe  feditions  and 
tumults,  as  well  as  from  the  hA  itfelf. 

The  reafons  do  arife  from  the  violence  of  the  pafTions 
that  incite  men  to  them,  and  the  intricacy  of  the  queflions 
Ct>nceniing  fucceflion. 

Every  man  has  paflions ;  few  know  how  to  moderate, 
tnd  no  one  can  wholly  extinguilh  them.  As  they  are 
various  in  their  nature,  fo  they  arc  governed  by  various 
objc6ts ;  and  men  ufually  follow  that  which  is  prcdomi^ 
nant  in  them,  whether  it  terminate  in  ambition,  covet- 
oufnefs,  luft,  or  any  other  more  or  lefs  bl;imcable  appe- 
tite. Every  manner  of  life  furniflies  fomcthing,  that,  ir\ 
fome  meafure,  may  foment  thcfc:  but  a  crown  compre- 
hends all  that  can  be  grateful  to  the  moft  violent  and 
\itious.  He  who  is  covetous,  has  vatl  revenues,  bcfides 
what  he  may  get  by  fraud  and  rapine,  to  fatisfy  his  ap- 
petite. If  he  be  given  to  fcnfuality,  th^  variety  of  plca- 
fures,  and  the  facility  of  accompliftiing  whatever  he 
d<Tircs,  tends  farther  to  inflame  that  pafTion.  Such  as  arc 
ambitious  are  incited  by  the  grcatncfs  of  their  power  to 
attempt  great  matters  ;  and  the  moft  fottifh  or  lazy  may 
difcharge  thcmfclves  of  cares,  and  hope  that  others  will 
be  cafily  hired  to  take  the  burlen  of  bufinefs  upon  them, 
~  Hilft  they  lie  at  eafe.     They  who  naturally  incline  to 


prtde  and  crudty,  are  more  violently  tem]>ted  to  ufurp 
dominion;  and  the  wicked  advices  of  flatterers,  alwajrt 
concurring  with  their  paflions,  •incite  them  to  ezerdfe 
*thc  power  they  ha^ee  gotten  'with  the  utmoft  rigour,  to 
fatiate  their  own  rage,  and  to  fecurc  themfclvcs  againft 
the  effects  of  the  public  hatred,  which  they  know 
they  have  defcrvcd.  If  there  be,  as  our  author  fays, 
nu  other  rule  than  force  and  fucccfs,  and  that  he 
tnuft  be  taken  for  the  father  ^f  a  people  whe  is  In  pof- 
feflion  of  a  power  over  them ;  whoever  has  the  one, 
may  put  the  other  to  a  trial.  Nay,  even  thofc  who  have 
regard  to  juftice,  will  feldom  want  rcafons  to  perfuade 
them  that  it  is  on  their  lide.  Something  <nay  be  amiis 
in  the  (late ;  injuries  may  be  done  to  themfdves  lAd 
their  friends.  Such  honours  may  be  <lenied  as  thcyr 
think  they  deferve  ;  or  others  of  Icfc  merit,  as  they  fup- 
pofe,  may  be  preferred  before  them.  Men  do  fo  rairl|r 
make  a  T\ghi  eRimate  of  their  own  merits,  that  thofe 
who  mean  well  may  be  often  deceived :  and  if  nothing 
bur  ^'uccefs  be  required  to  make  a  monarch,  they  maf 
th'':»k  it  juft  to  attempt  whatever  th^y  can  hope  toatt- 
complifli.  This  was  the  cafe  of  JuHms  Caefar;  he 
thought  nil  things  lawful,  when  th^  confulate,  which  h^ 
fuf  poled  h5  defcrvcd,  was  denied. 

**  Viribus  utendum  eft  quas  fecimus:  arma  tenenti 
"  Omnia  dat,  qui  jufta  n<^at.*'  I^ucan. 

Thcfc  enterprizes  feem  to  belong  to  men  of  great 
Ipirits ;  but  there  are  none  fo  bafe  not  to  be  capable  o£ 
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undertaking,  and  (as  things  may  (land)  of  bringing  thcrn 
to  pcrfedion.  Hiftory  reprcfents  no  man  under  a  more 
contemptible  character  of  fottifh  Inyincfs,  cowardice,  and 
drunkennefs,  than  VitcUins ;  no  one  more  inipurc  and 
fordid  than  Galba  :  Oiho  was  arivanced  for  being  in  hid 
manners  like  to  Nero :  Vcfpafian  was  fcomcd  for  his 
avarice,  till  the  power  fell  into  fuch  hands  as  made  the 
world  believe  none  could  be  unworthy  of  the  empire ; 
and  in  the  following  ages  the  worft  men  by  the  word 
means  mort  frequently  obtained  it. 

Thefe  wounds  are  not  cured,  by  faying  that  the  law  of 
God  and  nature  prevents  this  mifchief,  by  annexing  the 
fucceflion  of  crowns  to  proximity  of  blood;  for  man- 
kind had  not  been  continually  afflidled  with  them,  if 
there  had  been  fuch  a  law,  or  that  they  could  have  been 
prevented  by  it :  and  though  there  were  fuch  a  law,  yet 
more  queftions  would  arife  about  that  proximity,  than 
any  wife  man  would  dare  to  determine.  The  law  can  be 
of  no  effeft,  unlefs  there  he  a  power  to  decide  the  con- 
teftsarifing  upon  it:  but  the  fundamental  maxim  of  the 
great  monarchies  is,  that  tlicre  can  be  no  "  interregnum  :** 
the  heir  of  the  crown  is  in  polVcfTH'n,  as  f(;on  ns  he  who 
did  enjoy  it  is  dead.  "  Lc  mort,"  as  the  French  fay, 
**  faifit  lc  vif :"  there  cdn  be  therefore  no  fucli  law,  or  it 
fcrvcs  fi,r  nothing.  If  tlicre  be  judges  to  interpret  the 
law,  no  man  is  a  kwg:  till  judgment  be  given  in  his  fa- 
vour; and  he  is  nut  king  by  bis  own  title,  but  by  the 
fcntcnce  given  by  them.  If  there  be  none,  the  law  is 
merely  imaginary,  and  "every  man  may,  in  his  own  cafe 
make  it  what  he  pleafes.      He  who  has  a  crown  in  hig 
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view,  and  arms  in  his  hand,  wants  nothing  but  fuccefs 
to  make  him  a  king ;  and  if  he  profpcr,  all  men  arc 
obliged  to  obey  him. 

It  is  a  folly,  to  fay  the  matter  is  clear,  and  needs  no 
decifion  ;  for  every  man  knows,  that  no  law  concerning 
private  inheritances  can  be  fo  cxa<^ly  drawn,  but  many 
controvcrfies  will  arife  upon  it,  that  muft  be  decided  by 
a  power  to  which  both  parties  arc  fubjedl :  and  the  dif- 
putcs  concerning  kingdoms  arc  fo  much  the  more  dif- 
ficult, hecaufe  this  law  is  no-where  to  be  found ;  and 
the  more  dsngerf'us,  becaufe  the  competitors  are  for  the 
inoft  part  more  powerful. 

Again,  this  law  muft  either  be  general  to  all  mankind,  or 

particular  to  each  nation.  J  f  particular,  a  matter  of  fuch 
importance  requires  good  proof,  when,  where,  how,  and 
by  whom  it  was  given  to  every  one  But  the  fcripturcs 
teftifying  to  the  contrary,  that  God  gave  laws  to  the  Jews 
only,  and  that  no  fuch  thing  as  hereditary  monarchy, 
according  to  the  proximity  of  blood,  was  prcfiribcdby 
them,  we  may  fafely  fay,  that  God  did  never  give  any 
fuch  law  to  every  particular,  nor  to  any  nation.  If  he 
did  not  give  it  to  any  one,  he  did  not  give  it  to  all,  for 
every  one  is  comprehended  in  all ;  and  if  no  one  has  it^ 
it  is  impoflible  that  all  can  have  it ;  or  that  it  (hould  be 
obligatory  to  all,  when  no  man  knows,  or  can  tell,  when, 
where,  and  by  what  hand  it  was  given,  nor  what  is  the 
fenfe  of  it :  all  which  is  evident  by  the  various  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  nations  in  the  difpofal  of  hereditary  fuc- 
fcflions :  and  no  one  of  them,  that  we  know,  has  to  this 
*  day 
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d:?v  been  able  to  ihew,    that  the  ontthod  followed  by 
them,  is  m  re  accordin<^  to  nature  thin  thit  of  others. 

If  our  author  j.re'^end  to  be  God's  interpreter,  and  to 
give  the  fohiii  a  '>f  thel'e  doubts,  I  may  aflc  which  <^ 
the  five  foHowing  wiys  arc  ;ij'»pointcd  by  God,  ami  then 
"we  exam  ne  cafc"-  rcfuhing  from  iheni. 

1.  In  France,  Turky,  and  other  pLices,  the  fucceinon 
comes  to  the  ■  ext  male,  ii)  the  (Irait  cldeft  line,  aca;rd- 
ing  to  which  the  foo  is  pi^ferred  b^^tbre  the  brother  of  him  ^ 
who  laft  enjoyed  the  Cfown  (ae  the  prefcnt  king  of  France 
before  hi*  uncle  t^c  duk^e  .of  Orleans)  and  the  fon  of 
thci  eldcft  before  the  brothers  of  the  eldcft ;  as  in  the 
caff!  of  Richard  the  Second  of  tngland,  who  was  ad- 
vanced preferably  jtp  all  the  brothers  of  the  Black  prince 
his  father. 

2.  Others  keep  to  the  males  of  the  reigning  family ; 
yet  have  more  regard  to  the  cjdcft  m^n  than  to  tlic  eldeft 
line ;  and  reprefcntation  taking  no  place  among  them,  the 
cldeft  man  is  thought  to  be  pcarctt  to  the  hrft  king  ;  and 
a  fecund  fon  of  tiic  perfon  that  laft  rcignc J,  to  be  nearer 
to  him  tlian  his  graridchild  by  the  cldeft  fon;  according 
to  vhich  rule,  ^ny  one  of  the  Tons  ot  Edward  the  Third 
roniain'n;^  attir  his  death,  fliould  have  Iccn  preferred 
before  Rich.iiJ  ihr  ScconH,  who  was  his  gr;mdchild. 

3.  In  tl)c  two  cafes  before- mentioned,  no  manner  of 
regard  i.s  had  to  females,  who  being  thou^lit  naturally  un- 
eatable <>f  c(;mn^.anding  men,  or  performing  the  func- 
t?(  ns  of  a  inagiliptc,  arc,  t'  gothtr  with  their  defecndents, 
Utterly  cxcluced  frorn  the  fupremc  as  well  as  from  the  in- 
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Cerior  magiftractcs ;  and  in  Turky,  France,  and  other 
great  kingdoms,  have  no  pretence  to  any  title:  but  in 
ibmc  places,  and  particularly  in  England,  the  advantages 
of  proximity  belong  to  them  as  well  as  to  malc^;  by 
which  means  our  crown  h^s  been  tranfportcd  to  fcveral 
families  and  nations. 

4.  As  in  fcme  places  they  are  utterly  rejeifted,  and  in 
others  received  fimply  without  any  condition  ;  fo  thofc  arc 
not  wanting,  where  that  of  not  marr^'ing  out  of  the 
country,  or  without  the  confcnt  of  the  e(hitC5>  is  impofed, 
of  which  Sweden  is  an  example. 

5.  In  fome  places  proximity  of  blood  is  only  regarded^ 
whether  the  iffue  be  legitimate  or  illcgiiimate  ;  in  others 
baftards  arc  wholly  excluded. 

By  this  variety  of  judgments,  made  by  fcveral  nations 
upon  this  point,  it  may  appear,  that  though  it  were  agreed 
by  all,  that  the  next  in  blood  ought  to  fucceed,  yet  fuch 
contefts  would  arifc  upon  the  interpretation  and  applica- 
tion of  the  general  rule,  as  muft  ncccfliirily  be  a  perpetual 
fpring  of  irreconcileablc  and  mortal  quarrels. 

If  any  man  fay,  the  rule  obfervcd  in  En<^lnnd  is  that 
which  God  gave  to  mankind  ;  I  leave  him  tirfl  to  difpute 
that  poin^  with  the  kings  of  France,  and  many  others, 
who  can  have  no  right  to  the  crowns  they  wear,  if  it  be 
admitted ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  prove,  that  our  an- 
ccftors  had  a  more  immediate  cc^mmunication  witii  God, 
and  a  more  certain  knowledge  of  his  will,  than  others, 
who,  for  any  thing  we  know,  may  be  of  aMthorlty  equal 
to  them:  but  in  the  mean  time  we  may  rationally  con- 
clude, that  if  there  be  fuch  a  rule,  we  have  had  no  king 
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in  EnglantI  for  the  fpacc  of  .almoft  a  thoufand  years,  hav* 
^ng  not  h.id  one  who  did  not  come  to  the  crown  by  a  moft 
,jTianlfeft  violation  of  it ;  as  appears  by  the  forecitcil  cxt- 
iwnplcs  of  William  the  Firft  and  Second  ;    Henry  the 
Firrt,  Henry  the  Second  and  his  children ;  John,  Edward 
jthe  Third,  Henry  the  Fourth,  Edward  the  Fourth  and 
^s  children  ;    Henry  the  Seventh,    and  all  that  claim 
under  any  of  them.     And  if  poffeflion  or  fuccefs  can  give 
a  right,  it  will  I  think  follow,  that  Jack  Straw,  Wat 
Tyler,  Perkin  Warbeck,  or  any  other  rafcal,  might  have 
had  it,  if  he  had  been  as  happy  as  bold  in  his  enterprizc. 
This  is  no  Icf?;  tj)an  to  cx'pofe  crowns  to  the  firft  that  can 
feize  them,  to  dcftroy  all  law  and  rule,  and  to  render  right 
a  (lave  to  fortune.     It  tlii.-i  he  To,  a  late  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, whofc  undvrft-indin^  was  not  tliought  great,  judged 
rightly  when  he  faid  his  g.randf;uher  was  a  wife  man^ 
^though  he  could  neither  write  nor  read,  inafmuch  as  he  rcr 
folved  to  fi>llow  the  crown,  though  it  were  upon  a  coal- 
flafF.     But  if  this  b.e  fblFicicnt  to  make  a  wife  man,  it  is 
j-itv  the   fcvM'ct  was  no  fjoner  Qilcovercu,    fince  many> 
Mho  fur  wnnt  of  it  lived  and  died  in  all  the  infamy,  that 
jiifrlv  ;»c?rn) panics  knavery,  rowardiec,  anJ  folly,   migiit 
lvi\c  gaiiuu  tlic  lepuiation  of  the  mail  excellent  men  in 
their  fc\i.r.il  aecs.     The  bloody  facVions,  with  which  all 
iiavi  )n:i  \\v''.  VI  to  this  U-rt  nt  monarcliV  liave  been  perpc- 
in;:!lv  \'::;vJ,  mi;::^  h:ivc  been  prevented  by  tlirowin<x  up 
ifofs  c.r  ]  lie,  (>r  I  y  bat:lc  between  the  competitors  body  to 
!  oJy,  as  wu.;  ••one  by  Coibis  and  Orfua,  Cleorellcs,  and 
p.:!yniees,  Ir,)nridc  and  Canutus;  it  being  moft  unreafona- 
b'  •,  •  ;■  rr.thc;-  impiouilv  abfurd,  for  any  to  venture  their  llvcfi 
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and  fortunes,  when  their  confcienccs  are  not  concerned 
in  the  contefty  and  that  they  arc  to  gain  notliing  by  the 
viokory. 

If  reafon  teaches,  that  till  thfs  expeditious  wny  of  end- 
ing controverfics  be  received,  the  ambition  of  niK-n  will  be 
apt  to  embroil  nations  in  their  quarrels,  and  others  judging 
▼arioufly  of  thofe  matters,  which  cnn  be  reduced  to  no 
certain  rule,  will  rfiink  fhemfclvcs  in  confcicnce  obliged 
to  follow  the  party  that  fecms  to  them  to  be  moli  juft ;  ex- 
perience manifeds  the  fame,  and  that  ambition  has  pro- 
duced more  violent  mifchicfs  than  all  the  other  dcfires  and 
paflions  that  have  ever  poffcffed  the  hearts  of  men.  That 
this  may  appear,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  divide  them  int^ 
fuch  as  proceed  from  him  who  is  in  pofl'cfTion  of  t]\c 
power,  through  jealousy  of  ftatCy  as  tl.cy  call  ir,  to  pre- 
vent the  enterprizcs  of  thoTc  wlio  would  difpolVcls  him, 
and  fuch  as  arife  between  competitors  contending  ior 
k. 

Tarquin's  counfel  concerning  the  poppies,  and  Perian- 
der's  heads  of  corn,  are  of  the  firrt  fort,  l^hc  molt  emi- 
nent are  always  mod  feared  as  the  readieli  to  undcrtalxv 
and  moil  able  to  accomplifli,  great  dcfigns.  This  emi- 
nence proceeds  from  birth,  riches,  virtue,  or  reputiition  ; 
and  is  fometimes  wrought  up  to  the  greiiteft  hei|^ht  by  a 
conjunction  of  all  thefe.  But  I  know  not  whore  to  fmd 
an  example  of  fuch  a  man,  who  could  long  fubl-.ft  under 
abfolutc  monarchy.  If  he  be  of  high  birth,  he  muft, 
like  Drutus,  conceal  his  virtue,  and  gain  no  reputation,  or 
fcfolve  to  perilh,  if  he  do  not  prevent  his  own  d^ath  by 
tliat  of  the  tyrant :  all  other  ways  arc  iacfFc^lual :    th2 

fulpicions. 
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fufpicions,  fears,  and  hatred,  thereupon  arifing,  arc  riot 
to  be  removed :  perfonal  rcfpeds  are  forgotten,  and  fucl>^ 
fcrviccs  as  cannot  be  fufficiently  valued,  muft  be  blotted 
out  by  die  death  of  thofe  who  did  them.  Various  ways  * 
may  be  taken,  and  pretences  ufed,  according  to  the  tem- 
per of  times  and  narions ;  but  the  thing  muft  be  done ;  and 
whether  it  be  coloured  by  a  trick  of  law,  or  performed  by 
a  mute  with  a  bowfiring,  imports  little.  Henry  the  Fourth 
was  made  king  by  the  carl  of  fJorthumberland,  and  his 
brave  fon  Horfpur;  Edward  the  Fourth  by  the  valiant  eari 
of  Warwick  ^  Hcnr}'  the  Seventh  by  Stanly  ;  but  neithcf 
^f  them  could  think  himfelf  fafe,  till  his  benefadtor  wa* 
dead.  No  continued  fidelity,  fro  teftimonies  of  modefty 
and  humility,  can  prevent  this.  The  modefty  of  Ger- 
manicus  in  rcjc6^ing  the  honours  that  were  offered  to  him^ 
and  his  induftry  in  quieting  tlie  mutinied  legion^y  accele- 
rated his  ruin  :  t(  hen  it  was  evident  he  might  be  emperor 
if  he  pleafcd,  he  muft  be  fo,  or  die :  there  was  no  middle 
ftation  between  the  throne  and  the  grave.  It  is  probable, 
tlhat  Caligula,  Nero,  and  othtt  beafts  like  to  them^  might 
fiate  virtue  for  the  good  which  is  in  it:  but  I  cannot  thinfc 
that  either  they,  their  predeceffors,  or  fucceffors,  would 
fiave  put  themfelves  upon  the  defperate  defign  of  extirpa- 
fing  it,  if  they  had  not  found  it  to  be  inconfiftent  with 
their  government;  and  that  being  once  concluded,  they 
fparcd  none  of  their  ncareft  relations.  Artaxerxes  Hlkd 
his  fon  Darius :  Herod  murdered  the  l)«ft  of  his  wives, 
and  all  his  fons  except  the  worft.  Tiberius  deftroyed 
Agrippa  Pofthumus,  and  Germanicus,  with  his  wife 
and  two  foRs.    How  highly  foever  Conftantinc  the  Great 


ht  commend^i  he  was  polluted  ^^'iih*  the  blood  of  hit 
£tthcr-in-law,  wife,  and  fon.  Philip  the  Second  of 
Spain  did  in  the  like  manner  deliver  himfclf  from  his 
fcars  of  Don  Carlos ;  and  it  is  not  doubted,  thit  Philip' 
Ac  Fourth,  for  the  fame  reafons^  difpatchcd  his  brother 
t>cm  Carlos,  and  his  fon  Balthafar.  The  Kke  cafes  wercf' 
(b  common  in  Ei^land,  that  all  the  Plantagenet^,  antf 
the  noble  families  allied  to  them,  being  cxtinguiihed,  our 
^tticeltcrs  were  fcnt  to  feck  a  king  in  one  of  the  mcancfl  ta 
Wales. 

This  method  being  known,  thofc  who  are  unwilling  to 
die  fo  tamely,  endeavour  to  find  out  ways  of  tlcfcRdrng. 
themfelves;  and  there  being  no  other  than  the  dc;ith  of 
fbc  peribn  who  is  in  the  throne,  they  ufually  P>ek  to  ck\n\' 
pafs  it  by  fecrcl  confpiracy,  or  open  violence;  and  tl»e 
number  of  princes  that  have  been  dcftroycd,  and  aiun- 
•ies  difturbed,  by  thofe  who  through  tear  have  ham  drivoa 
10  extremities,  is  not  much  lefs  tlian  of  thofe  wbo  Iiavc 
fufiered  the  like  from  mea  following  (he  impulfc  of  their 
own  ambition. 

The  diforders  ariiing-^.from  contcfts  bct\vccn  fevcraV 
competitors,  before  any  one  could  be  fctilcd  in  tl.e  pof- 
feflion  of  kingdoms,  have  been  no  icfs  frequent  and: 
bkKxIy  than  thofe  above-mentioned,  and  tl\c  nr.ikrics  fuf- 
fcrcd  by  them,  together  with  the  ruin  brought  upon  the 
empires  of  Maccdon  and  Rome,  n^ay  I c  fuf.icient  to 
pove  it;  however,  to  make  the  muter  more  clear,  I 
Aiall  alledge  others.  But  hccaufc  it  may  be  prcfumpticn 
in  me  to  think  I  know  all  tlvc  hillcries  of  the  world,  or 
tedious  to  relate  all  thofe  I  know,  I  fliall  content  myfclf 
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with  fomc  of  the  mod  eminent  and  remarkable :  and  ir 
it  appear,  that  they  have  all  fufFered  the  fame  mifchiefs,' 
wc  may  believe  they  proceed  not  from  accidents^  but 
from  the  power  of  a  permanent  "caufe,  that  always  pro- 
duces the  fame,  or  the  like  cfFeds. 

To  begin  with  France.  The  fucceflidn  not  being  well 
fettled  in  the  time  of  Merovcus,  who  difpoffcfTed  the 
grandchildren  of  Pharam*  ni,  he  was  no  fooner  dead 
than  Gillon  fct  up  himfclf,  and  with  much  (laughter 
drove  Chilpcric  his  fon  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  he  after 
a  little  time  returning  with  like  fufy,  is  fdid  to  have  fceri 
a  vifion,  firft  of  lions  and  leopards,  then  of  bc^rs  and 
wolves,  and  lafHyof  dogs  and  cats,  all  tearing  one  ano- 
ther to  pieces*.  Tliis  has  been  always  accounted  by  thd 
French  to  be  a  rtprctcntation  of  the  nature  and  fortune 
of  tlic  the  tl.RC  rnocs,  tint  were  to  command  them,  and 
has  been  too  much  verincd  by  experience.  Clovis  their 
firft  ChriAian  and  irn/ii  renowned  kinir,  having  by  good 
means  or  evil  exceedingly  enlarged  his  territories t,  but 
chiefly  by  the  miir-.lvrs  of  Al.iri.-  nnd  Ragnacaire,  with 
his  children,  and  fu'^ji ning  Sigifmond  oF  Mctz  to  kill  his 
father  Sigcbert,  left  his  kingdom  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by 
the  rage  of  his  four  fons,  each  of  them  endeavouring  to 
make  hi nifelf  mailer  of  the  whole  ;  and  when,  according 
to  the  ufujl  hitc  of  fuch  eontcRs,  fuecefs  had  crowned 
Cloilvilre,  \\]\.)  v. Lis  tlie  worll  of  them  all,  by  the  (laugh- 
ter cf  lii>>  brc/tJ;•J!^  aivi  nephews,  wi:h  all  the  flower  of 
the   French  and  Gaulilli  r.obiliry,  die  advantages  of  his 
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fortune  only  refulted  to  his  own  pcrfon.  For  after  his 
death  the  miferable  nations  fufFered  as  much  from  the 
Unadnefs  of  his  fons^  as  they  had  done  by  himfclf  and 
his  brothers.  They  had  learnt  from  their  predeceifors  not 
to  be  flow  in  doing  mifchief ;  but  were  farther  incited  by 
the  rage  of  two  infamous  HrumpctSy  Fredegonde  and 
Brunehaud»  which  is  a  fort  of  vermin,  that  I  am  in- 
dined  to  think,  has  not  ufually  governed  fenates  or  po- 
pular afTcmblies.  Chilpcric  the  Second,  who  by  the 
flaughter  of  many  perfons  of  the  royal  blood,  with  infinite 
numbers  of  the  nobility  and  people,  came  to  be  mader 
of  fo  much  of  the  country,  as  procured  him  the  name  of 
king  of  France,  killed  his  elded  fon  on  fufpicion,  that 
he  was  excited  againft  him  by  Brunehaud ;  and  his  fccond, 
left  he  fliould  revenge  the  death  of  his  brother:  he  mar- 
ried  Fredegonde,  and  was  foon  after  killed  by  her  adul- 
terer Landry.  The  kingdom  continued  in  the  fame  mi- 
fcry  through  the  rage  of  the  furviving  princes,  and  found 
no  relief,  though  moft  of  them  fell  by  the  fword ;  and 
that  Brunehaud)  who  had  been  a  principal  caufe  of  thofe 
tragedies,  was  tied  to  the  tails  of  four  wild  horfcs,  and 
fufFered  a  death  as  foul  as  her  life.  Thcfc  were  lions, 
and  leopards.  They  involved  the  kingdom  in  dcfperatc 
troubles ;  but,  being  men  of  valour  and  induftry,  they 
kept  up  in  fome  meafurc  the  reputation  and  power  of  the 
nation ;  and  he  who  attained  to  the  crown  defended  it. 
But  they  being  fallen  by  the  hands  of  each  other,  the 
poifonous  root  put  forth  another  plague  more  mortal  than 
their  fury.  The  vigour  v.  as  fpent,  and  the  fucccflion  bc- 
conning  more  fettled,  ten  bafe  and  (lothful  kmgs,  by  the 
Vol.  II.  E  French 


58  DISCOURSES    017 

French  called  "  Ics  roys  faineans^"  fuccceJ.  Some  may 
fay,  they  who  do  nothing,  do  no  hurt;  but  the  rule  is 
hlfc  in  relation  to  kings.  He  that  takes  upon  him  the 
government  of  a  people,  can  do  no  greater  evil  than  by 
doing  nothing ;  nor  be  guilty  of  a  more  unpardonable 
crime,,  than  by  negligence,  cowardice,  voluptuoufnefs, 
and  floth,.  to  defcrt  his  charge.  Virtue  and  manhood' 
perifh  under  him ;  good  difcipline  is  forgotten ;  juftice 
flighted  ;  the  lawe  perverted,  or  rendered  ufelefs ;  the 
people  corrupted';,  the  public  trcafurcs  cxhaufted ;  and 
the  power  of  the  government  always  falling  into  the 
hands  of  flatterers,,  whores,,  favourites,  bawds,  and  fuch 
bafe  wretches  as  render  it  contemptible,  a  way  is  laid 
open  for  all  manner  of  diforder?.  The  greateft  cruelty  that 
has  been  known  in  the  world,  if  accompanied  with  wit  and' 
courage,  never  did  fo  much  hurt  as  this  flothful  befti- 
ality ;  or  rather  thefe  flothful  hearts  have  ever  been  moft 
cruel.  The  reigns  of  Septimius  Severus,  Mahomet  the 
Second,  or  Selim  the  Second,  were  cruel  and  bloody ;  but 
their  fury  was  turned  agatnft  foreigners,  and  fome  of 
their  near  relations,  or  againft  fuch  as  fell  under  the 
fufpicionof  making  attempts  againft  them  ;  the  condition 
of  the  people  was  tolerable ;  thofe  who  would  be  quiet 
might  be  fafc ;  tlie  laws  kept  their  right  courfc  ;  the  re- 
putation of  tlic  empire  was  maintained,  the  limits  de- 
fended, and  the  public  peace  prcfcrved.  But  when  the 
fwoTd  paffcd  into  the  hands  of  lewd,  flothful,  foolifli,  and 
cowardly  princes,  it  was  of  no  power  againft  foreign  ene- 
mies, or  difturbers  of  the  domeftic  peace  ;  though  al- 
ways fliarp  againft  the  bcft  of  their  own  fubje<Ss.     No/ 

man 
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iluui  knew  how  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  them,  unlefis 
by  raifii^  civil  wars;  which  will  always.be  frequent, 
trhen  a  Crown  defended  by  a  weak  hand  is  propofed  as 
a  prae  to  any  that  dare  invade  it.  This  is  a  perpe- 
tual fpring  of  diforders ;  and  no  nation  was  ever  quiet, 
When  the  mod  eminent  men  found  lefs  danger  in  the 
mod  violent  attempts^  than  in  fubmitting  patiently  to  the 
Will  of  ^  prince,  that  fuffers  his  power  to  be  managed  by 
vile  perfons,  who  get  credit  by  flattering  him  In  his 
Vices.  But  this  is  not  all :  fuch  princes  naturally  hate 
and  fear  thofe  who  excel  tfiem  in  virtue  and  reputation, 
as  much  as  they  are  inferior  to  them  in  fortune  ;  and 
think  their  peHbns  cannot  be  fecured,  nor  their  authority 
enbrged,  except  by  their  deftrudlion.  It  is  ordinary  for 
them,  *'  inter  fcorta  &  ganeas  principibus  viris  pcmi» 
"  ciem  machinarl  t,"  and  to  make  cruelty  a  cover  to 
ignorance  and  cowardice.  Befides  the  mifchiefs  brought 
upon  the  public  by  the  lofs  of  eminent  men,  wlio  are  the 
pillars  of  every  ftate,  fuch  reigns  are  always  accompa*> 
nied  with  tumults,  and  civil  wars,  the  great  men  ftriving 
with  no  lefs  violence  who  (hall' get  the  weak  prince  into 
his  power,  when  fuch  regard  is  had  to  fucccflion,  that 
they  think  it  not  fit  to  diveft  him  of  the  title,  than  when 
with  lefs  TtfpeA  they  contend  for  the  fovereignty  itfelf. 
And,  whilft  this  fort  of  princes  reigned,  France  was  not 
lefs  affli^^cd  with  the  contcfts  between  Grimbauld, 
Ebroin,  Grimoald,  and  others,  for  the  mayoralty  of  the  pa- 
lace, than  they  had  been  before  by  the  rage  of  thofe  princes 
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who  had  contcftcd  for  the  crown.  The  iffuc  alfo  y^M 
the  fame :  after  many  revolutions,  Charles  Martel  gained 
the  power  of  the  kingdom,  whichhe  had  fo  bravely  de- 
fended againd  the  Saracens ;  and  having  tranfmitted  it 
to  his  fon  Pepin,  the  general  affembly  of  eftates,  with 
the  approbatioiT  of  mankind,  conferred  the  title  alfo  upon 
him.  This  gave  the  nation  eafe  for  the  prefcnt ;  but 
the  deep-rooted  evil  could  not  be  fo  cured ;  and  the 
kingdom,  that  by  the  wifdom^  valour,  and  reputation  of 
Pepin,  had  been  prcferved  from  civil  troubles  during  his 
life,  fell  as  deeply  as  ever  int&  them  fo  foon  as  he  was 
dead.  His  fons  Carloman,  and  Charles,  divided  the 
dominions  ;  but  in  a  little  time  each  of  them  would 
have  all.  Carloman  filled  the  kingdom  with  tumult; 
caifed  the  Lombards,  and  marched  with  a  great  armjr 
againft  his  brother,  till  his^courfe  was  interrupted  by 
death,  caufcd,  as  is  fuppofed,  by  fuch  helps  as  princes 
liberally  afford  to  their  afpiring  relations.  Charles  de- 
prived his  two  fons  of  their  inheritance,  put  them  in 
prifon,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  them.  His  third  brother 
Griffon  was  not  more  quiet,  nor  more  fucccfsful ;  and 
there  could  be  no  peace  in  Gafcony,  Italy,  or  Germany, 
till  he  was  killed.  But  all  the  advantages  which 
Charles,  by  an  extraordinary  virtue  and  fortune,  had 
purehafcd  for  his  country,  ended  with  his  life.  He  left 
his  fon  Lewis  the  Gentle  in  poireffion  of  the  empire, 
and  kingdom  of  F" ranee,  and  his  grandfon  Bernard  king 
of  Italy  :  but  thofc  two  could  not  agree,  and  Bernard, 
falling  into  the  hands  of  Lewis,  was  deprived  of  his 
eyes,  and  fome  time  afrcr  killed.  This  was  not  enough  to 
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ffderve  die  peace :  Lothair,  Lewis,  and  Pepin,  dl  three 
fons  to  Lewis,  rebelled  againd  him  ;    called  a  coMnfel  at 
Lions,  depofed  him,   and  divided  the  empire  amongft 
thcmfdves.     After  five  years  he  efcaped  from  the  mo- 
naftry  where  he  had  l>een  kept,  renewed  the  war,  and 
was  again  taken  prifener  by  Lothair.     When  he  was 
dead,   the  war  broke  out  'mope  fiercely  than  ever  be- 
tween his  children :  Lothair  the  emperor  affaulted  Lewis 
kif^  of  Bavaria,  and  Charles 'king  of  Rhetia  ;    was  de- 
feated by  them,    and  confined  to  a  xnonaftery,  where 
he  died.     New  quarrels  arofe  between  the  two  brothers, 
upon  the  divifion  of  the  countnes  taken  irom  him,  and 
Lorrain  only  was  left  to  his  fon.    Lewis  died  foon  afcer^ 
and  Charles  getting  •poflreflion  of  the  empire  and  king- 
dom, ended  an  inglorious  reign  in  an  upprofpemus  at- 
tennpt  to  deprive  Hcrmingrade,  daughter  to  his  brother 
Lewis,  of  the  kingdom  of  Aries,  ^nd  other  ^places  left 
to  her  by  her  father.     Lewis  his  fon,  called  the  Stut- 
terer, reigned  two  years  in  much  IrouHe  ;  and  his  only 
legitimate  Ton,   Charles  'the  Simple,   came  not  to  the 
orown  tiH  after  the  death  of  his  two  ballards  Lewis,  and 
Carloman,  Charles  ^le  Gros,  and  Eudes  duke  of  Anjou. 
Charles  le  Gros  was  depofed  from  the  empire  and  king- 
dom, ftrippod  of  his  goods,  and  left  to  perifh  through 
poverty  in  an  obfcurc  village.     Charles  thr  Simple,  and 

I  the  nations  under  him,  thrived  no  better  :    Robert  duke 

^  Anjou  raifed  war  againft  him^  and  was  crowned  at 

;  Rheims;   but  was  himfelf  (lain  foon  after  in  a  bloody 

J  4>attle  near  Soiflbns.      His  fon- in-law  Hebert,  earl  of 

Vermandois,  gathered  up  the  remains  df  his  fcattered 
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party,  got  Charles  into  his  power,  and  called  a  general 
aflembly  of  edatesy  who  depofcd  him,  and  gave  the 
crown  to  Raoul  duke  of  .Burgundy ;  though  he  was  no 
otherwife  related  to  the  royal  blood  than  by  his  mother, 
which  in  France  is  nothing  at  all.  He  being  dead, 
Lewis  fon  to  the  depofed  Charles  was  made  king ;  but 
his  reign  was  as  inglorious  to  him,  as  miferable  to  hi^ 
fubjedVs.  This  is  the  peace  which  the  French  enjoyed  for 
the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  ages  under  their  monarchy ;  and  it  i^ 
hard  to  determine  whetlier  they  fufFcrcd  moft  by  the  violence 
of  thofc  who  poflfefled,  or  the  ambition  of  others  who  afpired 
to  the  crown  ;  and  whether  the  fury  of  aftivc,  or  the  bs^fe- 
nefs  of  flothfiil  princes  was  mofi  pernicious  to  them :  but 
upon  the  whole  matter,  through  the  defeds  of  thofe  of 
the  latter  fort,  they  lofi  all  they  had  gained  by  fweat 
and  blood  under  the  conduft  of  the  former.  Henry  an4 
Otho  of  Saxony,  by  a  virtue  like  that  of  Charlemagne, 
fkprived  them  of  the  empire,  and  fettled  it  in  Germany, 
leaving  France  only  to  Lewis  fumamed  Outremcr,  and 
his  fon  Lothiar.  Thefc  fccmed  to  be  equally  compofcd 
of  treachery,  cruelty,  ambition,  andbafenefs;  they  were 
always  mutinous,  and  always  beaten :  their  frantic  paf- 
fions  put  them  always  upon  unjuft  dcfigns,  and  were  fuch 
plagues  to  their  fubjefts  and  neighbours,  that  they  be- 
came equally  detefted  and  dcfpifed.  Thefc  things  extin- 
guifhcd  the  veneration  due  to  the  memory  of  Pepin  and 
Charles;  and  obliged  the  whole  nation  rather  to  fcek 
relief  from  a  firangcr,  than  to  be  ruined  by  their  worthlefs 
defcendcnts.  They  had  tried  all  ways  that  were  in  their 
power ',  depofcd  four  crowned  kings  within  the  (pace  of  an 

hundred 
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Tiundred  and  fifty  years;  crowned  live  who  had  no  other 
title  than  the  pco|^  conferred  upon  them ;  and  reftored 
the  defcendcnts  of  tfaofe  they  had  rejected :  but  all  was  in 
-vain:  their  vices  were  inconigiblcy  the  mifchiefs  pro- 
<duced  by  them  intolerable ;  they  never  ceafed  from  mur- 
dering one  another  in  battle,  or  by  treachery,  and  bring- 
ing the  nation  into  civil  wars  upon  their  wicked  or  foolilh 
quarrels,  till  the  whole  race  was  rejofiied,  and  thcorown 
•placed  upon  the  head  of  Hugh  -Capet.  Thefe  mifchiefi^ 
nged  not  in  the  fame  extremity  under'him,  and  his  de- 
fcendcnts ;  but  the  abatement '{>roceeded  'from  a  caufe  no 
way  advantageous  to  abfolute  monarchy.  The  French 
were  by  their  calamities  taught  more  ftridHy  to  limit  the 
rcgAl  power;  and  by  turning  the  diikedonns  and  earldoms 
into  patrimonies,  which  had  been  offices,  gave  an  autho- 
rity to  the  chief  of  the  nobility,  l)y  which  that  of'kings 
vas  curbed;  and  though  by  this  means  thecommonal^ 
was  expofcd  to  fome  preiTuFes,  yet  they  were  fanall  in 
comparifon  of  what  they  had  fuffercd  in  former  times. 
When  many  grcatmen  had  eihtes  of  their  own,  that  did 
not  depend  upon  the  will  of  icings  they  grew  to  love 
their  country ;  and  though  4hey  chearfully  ferved  the 
crown  in  all  cafcs  of  public  concernment,  they  were  not 
eafily  engaged  -in  the  perfonal  quarrels  of  thofe  who  pof- 
feflcd  it,  or  had  aipind  to  gain  it.  To  prcfcrve  them- 
selves in  this  condition,  they  were  obliged  to  ufe  their 
vaflals  gently  ;  and  this  continuing  in  fome  meafure,  till 
within  the  laft  fifty  years,  the  monarchy  was  lefs  tumul- 
tuous, than  when  the  king's  will  had  been  lefs  reftraincd. 
^levcrthclefi^  they  had  not  much  reafon  to  boaA ;  there 
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iwas  a  root  ftill  remainingy  that  from  time  to  time  pro* 
duced  poifonous  fruit :  civil  wars  were  frequent  among 
them,  though  not  carried  on  wiih  fuch  defperate  madnefs 
as  formerly ;  and  mnny  of  them  upon  the  account  of  dif* 
putes  between  competitors  for  tlic  crown.  All  the  wars  with 
England,  fince  Edward  the  Second  married  Ifabella,  daugh? 
ter^andy  as  he  pretended,  heir  of  Philip  Ic  Bel,  were  of  this 
nature.  The  defeats  of  Crecy,  Poitiers,  and  Agincourt, 
with  the  flaughters  and  devaftations  fuffered  from  Edward 
the  Third,  the  Black  prince,  and  Henry  the  Fifth,  were 
merely  upon  .conrefts  for  the  crown,  and  for  want  of  an 
interpreter  of  the  law  of  fucceflion,  who  might  determine 
the  queftion  between  the  heir  male,  and  the  heir  general. 
The  fadlions  of  Orleans  and  Burgundy,  Orleans  and  Ar- 
mignac,  proceeded  from  the  fame  fpring  ;  and  the  mur- 
ders that  fcem  to  have  been  the  immediate  caufcs  of  thofe 
quarrels,  were  only  theeffcfls  of  the  hatred  growing  from 
their  competition.  The  more  odious,  though  lefs  bloody 
contefts  between  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  apd  his  father 
Charles  the  Seventh,  with  the  jealoufy  of  the  former 
againft  his  fon  Charles  the  Eighth,  arofe  from  the  fame 
principle.  Charles  of  Bourbon  prepared  to  fill  France 
with  fire  and  blood  upon  the  like  quarrel,  when  his  de- 
Hgns  were  overthrown  by  his  death  in  the  afiault  of  Rome. 
If  the  dukes  of  Guife  had  been  more  fortunate,  they  had 
foon  turned  the  caufe  of  religion  into  a  claim  to  the 
crown,  and  repaired  the  injury  done,  as  they  pretended, 
to  Pipings  race,  by  deOroying  that  of  Capet  ;  and  Henry 
the  Tl.ird,  thinking  to  prevent  this  by  the  (laughter  of 
Henry  le  Belafre,  and  his  brother  the  cardinal  de  Guife, 
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bought  nnn  upon  himfelf,  and  caft  the  kingdom  into  t 
nioft  horrid  confufion.  Our  own  age  furniflies  us  with 
more  than  one  attempt  of  the  fame  kind  attended  with 
the  like  fuccefs.  The  duke  of  Orleans  was  fevcral  times 
in  aims  againft  Lewis  the  Thirteenth  his  brother;  the 
queen-mother  drew  the  Spaniards  to  favour  him ;  Mont* 
morency  periihcd  in  his  quarrel  ;•  Fontrailles  revived  it 
by  a  treaty  with  Spain,  which  (hruck  at  the  king's  head 
as  well  as  the  cardinal's,  and  was  fupprefled  by  the  death 
of  Cinq  Mars  and  de  Thou.  Thofe  who  undcrfland  the 
afiairs  of  that  kingdom,  make  no  doubt  that  the  count  de 
Soiflbns  would  have  fet  up  for  himfelf,  ami  been  followed 
by  the  beft  part  of  France,  if  he  had  not  been  killed  in 
the  purfuit  of  his  viftory  at  the  battle  of  Sedan.  Since 
that  time  the  kingdom  has  fuffercd  fuch  didurbances  as 
(hew,  that  more  wa^  intended  than  the  removal  of  Ma* 
zarin:  and  the  Marechal  de  Turenne  was  often  toUl,  that 
the  check  he  gave  to  the  prince  of  Conde  at  Gien,  after 
he  had  defeated  Hocquincourt,  had  preferved  tlic  crown 
upon  the  king's  head.  And  to  teilify  the  flability,  good 
order,  and  domeAic  peace,  that  accompanies  abfolute  mo- 
narchy, we  have  in  our  own  days  feen  the  houfc  of  Bour* 
bon  often  divided  within  itfelf ;  the  duke  of  Orleans,  the 
count  de  Soiflbns,  the  princes  of  Conde  and  Conti,  in 
war  againft  the  king;  the  dukes  of  Angoulefme,  Ven- 
dome,  Longueville,  the  count  de  Moret,  and  other  baf- 
tards  of  the  royal  family,  following  their  example ;  the 
boufes  of  Guifc,  d'Elbcuf,  Bouillon,  Nemours,  Rouche- 
§oczu\tj  and  almoft  all  the  moft  eminent  in  France,  with 
(be  parliaments  of  Paris^  Bourdeaux,  ai^d  fome  others, 

ioininj 


C6  D1SC0URSK5     OV 

joining  with  them.  I  might  aTlcdgc  many  more  exam- 
ples, to  (hew,  that  this  monirchy,  as  well  as  all  others, 
has  from  the  firft  <ftab!i(hment  been  full  of  blood  and 
^tighter,  through  the  violence  of  thofc  who  poffeflcd  the 
erown,  and  the  ambition  of  fuch  as  afpired  to  it ;  and 
that  the  end  of  one  civil  war  has  been  the  beginning  of 
another :  but  I  prcfume,  upon  the  whole,  thefe  will  b« 
thought  fufficicnt  to  prove,  that  it  never  enjoyed  any  per- 
manent domeftic  quiet. 

The  kingdoms  of  Spain  have  been  no  lefs  difturbed  by 
the  fame  means  \  but  efpecially  that  of  Caftile,  where  the 
kings  had  more  power  than  in  other  places.  To  cite  all 
the  examples,  were  to  tranfcribe  their  hiftories ;  but  who- 
ever has  leifure  to  examine  them  will  find,  that  after 
many  doubles,  Alphonfo  the  Second,  notwithftanding 
hh  glorious  furname  of  Wife,  was  dcpofed  by  means  of 
fiis  ambitious  fon :  don  Alonfo,  fumamed  el  Dcflicrcdado, 
fupplantcd  by  his  uncle  don  Sancho  el  Bravo:  Peter  the 
Cruel  caft  from  the  throne,  and  killed  by  his  baftard  bro- 
ther the  conde  de  Traftamara^  From  the  time  of  the 
above-named  Alphonfo  to  that  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabclla, 
containing  about  two  hundred  years,  fo  few  of  them  paffed 
without  civil  wars,  that  I  hardly  remember  two  together 
that  were  free  from  them  :  and  whofoevcr  pretends,  that 
of  late  years  that  monarchy  has  been  more  quiet,  mufl,  if 
he  be  ingenuous,  cnnfcffi  their  peace  is  rather  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  dexterity  of  removing  fuch  pcrfons  as  have 
been  nioA  likely  t(»  raife  difturbances  (of  which  number 
were  don  John  of  Auftria,  Don  Carlos,  fon  to  Philip 
the  Second,  another  of  the  fame  name,  fon  to  Philip  the 
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Third,  and  don  Balthszar,  fon  to  Philip  the  Fourth)  than 
to  the  reditiide  of  their  conftitutions. 

He  that  it  not  convinced  of  thefe  truths  by  what  hai 
been  faid  may  come  nearer  home,  and  fee  what  mtfchieft 
were  brought  upon  Scotland  by  the  con  teds  between  Baliol 
and  Bnice»  with  their  confequences,  till  the  crown  came 
ID  the  Stuart  family*;  the  quiet  reigns,  and  happy 
deaths,  of  the  five  James's,  together  with  the  admirable 
ftabili^  and  peace  of  the  government  under  queen  Mary, 
and  the  perfedl  union  in  which  (he  lived  with  her  huf- 
band,  fon,  and  people,  as  well  as  the  happinefs  of  the 
liatioh,  whilft  it  lafted. 

But  the  miferies  of  England,  upon  the  like  occafions, 
fiirpafs  all.  William  the  Norman  was  no  fooner  dead,  but 
the  nation  was  rent  in  pieces  by  his  fon  Robert,  contcfting 
with  his  younger  fons  William  and  Henry  for  the  crown. 
T'hey  being  all  dead,  and  their  fons,  the  like  happened 
between  Stephen  and  Maud :  Henry  the  Second  was  made 
king  to  terminate  all  difputes,  but  it  proved  a  fruitlefs 
expedient.  Such  as  were  more  fcandalous,  and  not  lefs 
dangerous,  did  foon  arife  between  him  and  his  fons ;  who, 
befidcs  the  evils  brought  upon  the  nation,  vexed  him  to 
death  by  their  rebellion.  The  reigns  of  John  and  Jienry 
the  Third  were  yet  more  tempeftuous.  Edward  the  Se- 
cond's lewd,  fooli(h,  infamous,  and  deteftablc  govem- 
inent,  ended  in  his  depofition  and  death,  to  which  he  was 
brought  by  his  wife  and  fon.  Edward  the  Third  em- 
iibyed  his  own  and  his  fubjcds  valour  againft  the  French 
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•jnd  Scots  ;  but  whilft  the  foundations  were  out  of  order, 
the  nation  could  never  receive  any  advantage  by  their 
yidorics:  all  was  calculated  for  the  glory,  and  turned  to 
the  advantige  of  one  man-  He  being  dead,  all  that  tlic 
EngltOi  held  in  Scotland,  and  in  France,  was  loft  through 
the  bafenefs  of  his  fucceffor,  with  niorc  blood  than  it  had 
gained  ;  and  tlie  civil  wars  raifcd  by  his  wickednefs  and 
madncfs  ended  as  thofe  of  Edward  the  Second  had  done. 
^he  peace  of  Henry  the  Fourth's  reign  was  interrupted  by 
dangerous  civil  w  irs  ;  and  the  viflory  obtained  at  Shrewf- 
bury  had  not  perhaps  fecurcd  him  in  the  throne,  if  his 
4lcath  had  not  prevented  new  troubles.  Henry  the  Fifth 
acquired  fuch  reputation  by  his  virtue  and  viAories,  that 
Xionc  dafcd  to  invade  the  crown  during  his  life :  but  im* 
incdiately  after  his  death  the  ftorms  prepared  againft  his 
family  broke  out  with  the  utmoft  violence.  His  fon's 
weakncTs  cncoiiragcd  Richard  duke  of  York  to  fet  up  a 
new  title,  which  prodiK^ed  fuch  mifcliicfs  as  hardly  any 
people  ever  fuffered,  unlcfs  upon  the  like  oceafion :  for 
bcfidcs  the  flaughtcr  of  many  thoufands  of  the  people,  and 
f  fpecially  of  thofc  v»ho  had  been  accudomcd  to  arms,  the. 
dcvafiation  of  the  bcrt  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  lofsof 
all  that  our  kings  had  inherited  in  France,  or  gained  by  the 
blood  of  their  fubje(^ls,  fourfcorc  princes  of  the  blood,  as 
Philip  do  Commincs  calls  them,  died  in  battle,  or  under 
the  hands  of  the  hangman.  Many  of  the  moll  noble 
families  were  cxtin^^uiflicd  ;  otlicrs  loft  their  moft  eminent 
men.  Tlirec  kings  and  two  prcfumptivc  heirs  of  the 
^Town  were  murdered,  and  the  nation  brought  to  that 
Shameful  exigence,  to  fct  up  a  young  man  to  reign  over 
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ibem,  ^ho  had  no  better  cover  for  his  fordid  cxrn6Koi% 
than  a  Welfti  pedigree,  that  migJit  flicw  how  a  tailor  wa» 
dcfccndcd  from  prince  Arthur,  Cadvvalladcr,  and  Brutus. 
But  the  wounds  of  the  nation  were  not  to  be  healed  with 
fiich  aplaiftcr.  Kc  could  not  rely  upon  a  title  made  up 
ef  fuch  fttiff,  and  patched  with  a  marriage  to  a  princefs 
of  a  very  queftionable  birth.  His  own  meannefs  inclined 
him  to  hate  the  nobility ;  and  thinking  it  to  he  as  eafy  for 
them  to  take  the  crown  from  him,  as  to  give  it  to  him,  he 
induftrioufly  applied  himfelf  to  glean  up  the  remainders 
of  the  houfc  of  York,  from  whence  a  competitor  miglit 
arife,  and  by  all  means  to  cru(h  thofe  who  were  moft  able 
to  oppofe  him.  This  exceedingly  weakened  the  nobility, 
who  held  the  balance  between  him  and  the  commons^ 
and  was  the  firft  ftep  towards  the  diffolution  of  our  anticnt 
government :  but  he  was  fo  far  from  fettHng  the  kingdom 
in  peace,  that  fuch  rafcals  as  Pcrkin  Warbeck  and  Simnel 
were  able  to  difturb  it.  The  reign  of  Henr)'^  the  Eighth 
was  turbulent  and  bloody ;  that  of  Mary  furious,  and 
fuch  as  had  brought  us  into  fubjedion  to  the  moft  power- 
ful, proud,  and  cruel  nation  at  that  time  in  the  world,  if 
God  had  not  wonderfully  proicdicd  us.  Nay,  Edward 
tlie  Sixth,  and  queen  Elizabeth,  notviithftaiiding  the  nj- 
tural  excellency  of  riicir  difpofitions,  and  their  know- 
ledge of  tlie  truth  in  matters  of  religion,  were  forced  by 
tliat  which  men  call  "  jcalouly  of  ftatc,*'  to  foul  tiicir 
hands  fo  often  with  illullrious  blood,  tJuit  if  their  reigns 
dcfcrve  to  be  accounted  amongft  the  moft  gentle  of  mo- 
narchies, they  were  more  heavy  than  the  gcA'crmncnt  of 
any  conimonwcilth   in   time   of  peace ;    and   yet  tlicir 
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lives  were  never  fccurc  againft  fuch  as  confpircd  againft 
them  upi  n  the  aceount  of  title. 

Having  in  fomc  mcafure  (hewed  what  miferies  have 
been  ufuallVf   if  not  perpetually  brought  upon  nations 
fubjcd  to  monarchies,  by  the  violence  of  fome  princes^ 
and  the  bafenefs,  folly,  and  cowardicey  of  others,  toge- 
ther with  what  they  have  fuffered  in  conteAs  for  die  fcvc^ 
ral  crowns,  whilfl  men  divided  into  divers  fadlions  ftrivd 
with  as  much  vehemency  to  ad\^inee  the  perfon  they  fa- 
vour, as  if  they  or  their  country  were  interefted  in  the 
quarrel,  and  fight  as  fiercely  for  a  mafter  as  they  might  rea- 
fonably  do  to  have  none,  I  am  not  able  to  determine 
which  of  tlie  two  evils  is  the  moft  mortal.     It  is  evident 
the  vices  of  princes  refult  to  the  damage  of  the  people ; 
but  whether  pride  and  cruelty,  or  ftupidity  and  floth,  be 
the  worft,  I  cannot  tell.   All  monarchies  are  fubjeft  to  be 
afflidcd  with  civil  war;  but  whether  the  moft  frequent 
and  bloody  do  arife  from  the  quarrels  of  divers  competi- 
tors for  crowns,  before  any  one  gain  the  pofleflion  of 
them,  or  afterwards  through  the  fears  of  him  that  would 
keep  what  he  has  gained,  or  the  rage  of  thofe  who  would 
wreft  it  from  him,  is  not  fo  eafily  decided.    But  common- 
veahhs  are  lefs  troubled  with  thofe  diftempcrs.  Women, 
children,  or  fuch  as  are  notorioufly  foolifli  or  mad,  arc 
never  adv;  njcd  to  the  fuprcme  power.     Whilft  the  laws, 
and  that  difcipline  which  nourifhcs  virtue,  is  in  force, 
men  of  wifdom  and  valour  arc  never  wanting;  and  every 
man   dell  res  to  give  tcftimony  of  his  virtue,    when  he 
knows  it  V  ill  be  rewarded  with  honour  and  power.     If 
unwortliy  pcrfons  creep  into  magiftracics,  or  are  by  mif- 
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tsike  anr  way  prefcrrcd,  their  vic«s,  for  the  moft  part^ 
turn  to  their  own  hurt;  and  the  (late  cannot  eafily  receive 
any  great  damage  by  the  incapacity  of  one  who  is  not  to 
continue  in  office  above  a  year ;  and  is  ufuallyencompafled 
with  thofe  who  having  borne,  or  are  afpiring  to  the  farne^ 
are  by  their  virtue  able  to  fupply  his  defe<Sts ;  cannot  hope 
*Qit  a  reward  from  one  unable  to  corrupt  them»  and  arc 
fiire  of  the  favour  of  the  fenate  and  people  to  fupport  theoi 
in  the  defence  of  the  public  intercft.  As  long  as  thia 
good  order  continues,  private  quarrels  are  fupprcfled  by 
the  authority  of  th^  magiftrate,  or  prove  to  be  of  Kttle 
cfTccl.  Such  as  arifc  between  the  nobles  and  commons 
frequently  produce  good  laws  for  the  maintenance  of  li- 
fcerty,  as  they  did  in  Rome  for  above  three  hundred  yeara 
after  the  expulfion  of  Tar  qui  n ;  and  almod  ever  termi- 
nate with  little  or  no  blood.  Sometimes  the  errors  of  one 
or  both  parties  are  difcovcred  by  the  difcourfe  of  a  wife 
and  good  man  \  and  thofc  who  have  mofl  violently  oppo-  < 
fcd  one  another  become  the  bcft  friends,  every  one  join- 
ing to  remove  the  evil  that  ciiufcs  the  divifion.  When 
the  fcnatc  and  people  of  Rome  foemed  to  be  mort  furioully 
incenfed  againft  each  other,  tlie  creaii<)n  of  tribunes,  com- 
munication of  honours  and  marriages  between  the  patri- 
cian and  plebeian  families,  or  the  mitigation  of  ul'ury, 
compofcd  all ;  and  thcfc  were  not  only  harmlcfs  things, 
but  fuch  as  gave  opportunities  of  correcting  the  defcds 
that  had  been  in  the  firft  conftitution  of  the  government, 
without  which  they  could  never  have  attained  to  the  great- 
fiefs,  glory,  and  happincfs,  tliey  afterwards  enjoyed. 
Such  Ub  had  fcen  tliat  people  meeting  in  tumult,  running 
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through  the  city,  crying  out  againft  the  kings,  confuls, 
fenate,  or  decemviri,  might  have  thought  they  would 
have  filled  all  \^ith  blood  and  flaughtcr;  but  no  fuch 
thing  happened.  They  deftred  no  more  than  to  take 
away  the  kingdom  which  Tarquin  had  wickedly  ufurped; 
and  never  went  about  fo  much  as  to  punifli  one  minifter 
of  the  mifchiefs  he  had  done,  or  to  take  away  his  goods, 
till  upon  pretence  of  treating,  his  cmhaffadors  by  a  new 
treachery  had  cad  the  city  into  greater  danger  than  ever. 
Though  the  decemviri  had  by  the  like  villainies  equally 
provoked  the  people,  they  were  ufed  with  the  like  gentle- 
nefs*:  Appius  Claudius  and  Oppius  having  by  voluntary 
death  fubtradled  themfelves  from  public  punifhment,  their 
collcgucs  were  only  haniflicd,  and  the  magirtracies  of  the 
city  reduced  to  the  former  order  without  the  cffufion  of 
more  blood.  They  who  contended  for  their  juft  rights, 
wxre  fatisticd  with  the  recovery  of  them ;  whereas  fuch 
as  follow  the  impulfc  of  an  unruly  ambition  never  think 
themfelves  fafe,  till  they  have  ddlroycd  all  that  fcem 
able  to  difturb  thcin,  and  futiated  their  rage  with  the  blood 
of  their  adverfaries.  This  makes  as  well  as  (hews  the 
iJiiferenec  between  the  tumults  of  Rome,  or  the  fucceflfion 
of  the  common  people  to  mount  Aventine,  and  the  battles 
of  Townton,  Teuxbury,  Evcfhal,  hewcs,  Hexham, 
Bariict,  St.  Albans,  and  Bofworth.  It  is  in  vain  to  fay 
thcfe  ought  rather  to  be  compared  to  thofe  of  Pharfalia, 
Ao^ium,  or  Phiiippi ;  fur  when  the  laws  of  a  common- 
vealrh  arc  abuliihcd,  the  name  alfo  ccafes.     Whatever  is 
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done  by  force  or  fraud  to  fet  up  the  intercfts  and  luft  of 
one  man  in  oppofition  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  is  purely 
and  abfolutcly  monarchical.  Whatfoever  pafled  between 
Marius,  Sylla,  Cinna,  Cataline,  Caefar,  Pompey,  Craf- 
fu8,  Auguilusy  Antonius,  and  Lepidus,  is  to  be  imputed 
to  the  contcfts  that  arife  between  competitors  for  monar- 
chy,  as  well  as  tbofe  that  in  the  next  age  liappcned  be- 
tween Galba^  Otho»  Vitellius,  and  Vefpafian:  or, 
Which  is  worfe,  whereas  thofe  in  commonwealths  fight 
for  themfelves  when  there  is  occafion,  and,  if  they  fuc- 
ceed,  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  vi<£tory,  fo  as  even  thofe 
who  remain  of  the  vanquifhed  party,  partake  of  the  li- 
berty thereby  edabliHied,  or  the  good  laws  thereupon 
made ;  fuch  as  followed  the  enfigns,of  thefc  men,  who 
fought  to  fet  up  themfelvesy  did,  rather  like  beads  than 
men,  hazard  and  fufFcr  many  unfpeakablc  evils  to  pur- 
chafe  mifcry  to  thcmfclves  and  their  pofterity,  and  to 
make  him  their  mafter,  who,  incrcafing  in  pride,  avarice, 
and  cruelty,  was  to  be  thrown  down  again  with  as  muoh 
blood  as  he  had  been  fet  up. 

Thefe  things,  if  I  miftakc  not,  being  in  the  laft  de- 
gree evident,  1  may  leave  to  our  autlior  all  the  advan- 
tages he  can  gain  by  his  rhetorical  defcription  of  the 
tumults  of  Rome,  **  when  blood  was  in  the  market- 
**  place  fuckt  up  with  fpongcs,  and  the  jakes  ftuffcd 
**  with  carcafles ;"  to  which  he  may  add  the  crimes  of 
Sylla's  life,  and  the  miferies  of  his  death  :  but  withal 
I  defirc  to  know,  w  hat  number  of  fponges  were  fufficient 
to  fuck  up  tlic  bl'x.k  of  tivc  hundred  thoufand  men  flain 
in  one  day,  wi.on-  J.;c  hcufe  of  David  and  Jeroboam  con- 
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tended  for  the  crown  of  Ifracl,  or  of  four  hundred  thou-- 
fand  who  fell  in  one  battle,  between  Joafh  and  Amaxiah, 
on  the  fanne  occafion  ;  what  jakes  were  capacious  enough 
to  contain  the  carcafcs  of  ihofc  that  periftied  in  the  quar- 
rels between  the  fucccffors  of  Alexander ;  the  fcvcral 
competitors  for  the  Roman  empire  ;  or  thofe  which  have 
happened  in  France,  Spain,  England,  and  other  places 
upon^the  like  occafions  ?  If  Sylla  for  fome  time  afted  as 
an  abfolute  monarch,  it  h  no  wonder  that  he  died  like 
one,  or  that  God  puniflied  him  as  Herod,  Philip  the  Se- 
cond of  Spain,  and  fome  others,  bccaufc  the  hand  of  his 
fellow-citizens  had  unjuftly  fpared  him.  If,  when  he 
was  become  dctcftable  to  God  and  man,  he  became  alfo 
mifcrable,  his  example  ought  to  deter  others  from  the 
crimes,  that  arc  avenged  by  a  power  which  none  can 
efca pc,  and  to  encourage  thofe  who  defend,  or  endeavour 
to  recover,  their  violated  liberties,  to  a6t  vigoroufly  in  sk 
caufc,  that  God  docs  evidently  patronize. 


SECT.     ^'\\^ 


C'.urts  are  mo^c  fuh'jCtl  t-i  venalUi  und  crrnption  ihdn 
po/'U  la r  gavfrn ;/;  c // /  s . 

TUOUCilI  c  )iirt-PuUtcrcrs  impute  many  evils  to  p(7- 
pular  governments  thoy  no-w.iy  dcf^Tvc,  I  could  not 
think  any  {o  imj'iid:.nt  as  to  lay  Cv'rruption  an<l  venality 
to  their clnrgc,  till  I  found  it  in  our  author.  They  might 
in  my  opinion  have  taken  thofe  faults  upon  themfclvcs, 
fj!i:c  they  certainly  abound  moft  where  bawds,   whores, 
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tiutfeoiiSy  players,  flaves^  and  other  bafe  pc<^lc,  who  arc 
haturally  iriercenary,  are  moft  prevalent.  And  whofo- 
ever  would  know  whether  this  does  more  frequently 
bcfal  commofliwealths  thaii  monarchies,  efpccially  if  they 
arc  abfolute,  need  only  to  inquire,  whether  the  Comelii, 
junlii  Fabii,  Valcrii,  Quintii,  Curii,  Fabritii,  and 
others,  who  moft  prevailed  in  Rome  after  the  expulfion 
bf  the  kings,  or  Scjanus,  Macro,  Narciffus,  Pallas, 
tcetus,  TigelHnus,  Vinnius,  Laco,  Agrippina,  Mef- 
falma,  Lollia^  Poppsea,  and  the  like,  were  moft  fubjeft 
to  thofe  bafe  vices :  whether  it  were  more  eafy  to  corrupt 
One  or  two  of  thofe  villains  and  ftrumpets,  or  the  fe- 
hates  and  people  of  Rome,  Carthage,  Athens,  and 
Sparta  ;  and  whether  that  fort  of  rabble  had  more  power 
over  the  princes  they  ferved,  than  fuch  as  moft  rcfembled 
them  had  whilft  the  popular  government  continued.  It 
in  is  vain  to  fay  thofe  princes  were  wicked  and  vile ;  for 
many  others  arc  fo  likewife ;  and  when  the  power  is  in 
the  hartds  of  one  man,  there  can  be  no  afliirance  he  will 
not  bo  like  them.  Nay,  when  the  power  is  fo  placed, 
ill  men  will  always  find  opportunities  of  compafling  their 
dcfiros :  •*  Bonus  cautusj  optimus  impcrator  venditur," 
faid  Dioclcfian  \  and  though  he  was  no  unwifc  man,  yet 
that  which  principally  induced  him  to  renounce  the  em- 
pire, was  the  impoffibility  he  found  of  defending  him- 
felf  againft  thofe  that  were  in  credit  with  him,  who 
daily  betrayed  and  f(Jd  him.  They  fee  with  tlie  eyes 
of  other  men,  and  cannot  refift  the  frauds  that  are  per- 
petually put  upon  them.  Antoninus  Pius  and  Marcus 
Aurelius  ftem  to  have  \ccx\  the  bcft  and  wifeft  of  all 
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the  Roman  emperors  ;  but  the  two  Fauftina^s  had  fucfj 
an  afccndent  over  them,  as  was  mod  (hameful  to  their 
perfons^  and  mifGhievous  to  the  empire,  and  the  boft 
men  in  it.  Such  as  thefe  may  gain  too  much  upon 
the  afFedions  of  one  man  in  the  beft  regulated  govern* 
ment ;  but  that  could  be  of  no  great  danger  to  the 
public,  when  niany  others,  equal  or  not  much  inferior 
to  hhn  in  authority,  are  ready  to  oppofe  whatever  he 
fhould  endeavour  to  promote  by  their  impulfe :  but 
there  is  no  remedy,  when  all  depends  upon  the  will 
of  a  finglc  perfon-  who  is  governed  by  them.  There 
was  more  of  acutcnefs  and  jeft,  than  of  truth,  in  that 
faying  of  Thcmiftocles,  "  That  his  little  boy  had  more 
«  power  than  any  man  in-  Greece ;  for  he  governed 
"  his  mother,  {he  him,  he  Athens,  and  Athens  Greece." 
For  he  himfelf  was  found  to  have  little  power,  when 
for  private  paflions  and  concernments  he  departed  from 
the  intcrcd  of  the  public  ;  and  the  like  has  been 
found  in  all  places  that  have  been  governed  in  tlie  like 
manner. 

Again,  corruption  will  always  rergn  mod,  where  thofc 
wlu)  have  the  power  do  moft  favour  it,  where  the  re- 
wards of  fuch  crimes  are  grcatcft,  eafiefl,  and  moft 
valued,  and  where  the  puniflimcnt  of  them  is  lead 
feared. 

I.  For  the  firll,  we  have  already  proved,  that  liberty 
cannot  be  prcfcrvcd,  if  the  mnnners  of  the  people  are 
corrupted,  nor  ahr)lute  monarchy  introduced  where  they 
are  fincere  ;  which  is  fufficicnt  to  fhew,  that  thofc  who 
manage  free  governments  ought  al\NTfiys,    to  the  utraoft 
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-of  their  power,  to  oppofe  corruption,  hccaufe  othcrwife 
both  they  and  their  government  muft  inevitably  perifh ; 
and  that  on  the  other  hand,  the  abfolute  monarch  muft 
endeavour  to  introduce  it,  becaufe  he  cannot  fubfift 
without  it.  It  is  alfo  fo  natural  for  all  fuch  monarchs  to 
place  men  in  power,  who  pretend  to  love  their  perfons, 
and  will  depend  upon  their  pleafure,  that  pofiibly  it 
would  'be  hard  to  find  one  in  the  world  who  has  not 
made  it  the  rule  of  his  government :  and  this  is  not 
only  the  way  to  corruption,  but  the  moft  dangerous  of 
all.  For  though  3  good  roan  may  love  a  good  :mo- 
narch,  he  wiFl  obey  him  only  when  he  commands  that 
which  is  jnft ;  and  no  one  can  engage  himfelf  blmdly 
to  do  whatever  he  is  commanded,  without  renouncing 
all  virtue  and  religion ;  becaufe  he  knows  not  whether 
that  which  fhall  be  commanded  is  confident  with  cither, 
or  dire<3Iy  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  But 
if  fuch  a  monarch  be  evil,  and  his  adlions  fuch  as  they 
are  too  often  found  to  be,  whoever  bears  an  afFeftion 
to  him,  and  feconds  his  deligns,  delares  himfelf  an  enemy 
to  all  that  is  good ;  and  the  advancement  of  fuch  men 
to  power  does  not  only  introduce,  foment,  and  increafc 
corruption, .  but  fortifies  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  with- 
out an  entire  rcnnovation  of  that  ftatc  it  cannot  be  re- 
moved. Ill  men  may  poffibly  creep  into  any  govern- 
ment; but  when  the  worft  are  placed  ncnrcft  to  the 
throne,  and  raifcd  to  lionours  for  being  fo,  they  will 
with  that  force  endeavour  to  draw  all  men  to  a  con- 
ibrmity  of  fpirit  with  thcmfelves,  that  it  can  no  other- 
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wife  be  prevented,    than  by  deftroying  them,   and  the 
principle  in  which  they  live. 

2.  To  the  fecond ;  a  man  naturally  follows  that  whicl^ 
is  goody  or  feems  to  him  to  be  fo.  Hence  it  is,  that  in 
well-governed  Aatcs,  where  a  value  is  put  upon  virtue, 
and  no  one  honoured,  unlefs  for  fuch  qualities  a$  are  be- 
neficial to  the  public,  men  arc  from  the  tendered  yeanf 
brought  up  in  a  belief,  that  nothing  in  this  world  de- 
fer ves  to  be  fought  after,  but  fuch  honours  as  are  ac- 
quired by  virtuous  aiSions:  by  this  means  virtue  itfelf  be^ 
comes  popular,  as  in  Sparta,  Rome,  and  other  places, 
where  riches  (which,  with  the  vanity  that  follows  them, 
and  the  honours  men  give  to  ihcm,  are  the  root  of  all 
evil)  were  cither  totally  banifhcd,  or  little  regarded. 
When  no  other  advantage  attended  the  grcatcft  riches 
than  the  opj)ortunity  of  living  more  fumptuoufly  or  de- 
licioudy,  men  of  great  fpirits  flighted  them.  Whci> 
Arillippus  told  Clcanthes,  that  if  he  would  go  to  court,  and 
flatter  the  tyrant,  he  need  not  fet*k  his  fupper  under  a 
hedge  ;  the  philofnpher  anfwcred,  that  he  who  could 
content  himfelf  with  fuch  a  fupper,  need  not  go  to  court, 
or  flatter  the  tyrant.  Epaminundas,  Ariltides,  Phocion, 
and  even  the  Lacedemonian  kings,  foimd  no^  inconve- 
nience in  poverty,  whilft  their  virtue  was  honoured,  and 
the  rieheft  princes  in  the  world  feared  their  valour  and 
power.  It  was  not  difficult  for  Curiiis,  Fabricius, 
Quintius  Cincinnatus,  or  Paulus  Emilius,  to  content 
themfclvcs  with  the  narrowell  fortune,  when  it  was  no 
obftacle  to  them  in  the  purfuit  of  thofe  honours  which 
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•jfteir  virtues  dcfervcd.  It  was  in  vain  to  think  of 
1)ribing  a  man  who  Tupped  upon  the  coleworts  of  his 
jown  garden.  He  could  not  be  gained  by  gold,  who 
•did  not  think  it  neceflary.  He  that  could  rife  from 
•the  plough  to  the  triumphal  chariot,  and  contentedly 
xctum  thither  again,  could  not  be  corrupted ;  and  he 
4hat  left  the  fcnfii  of  his  poverty  to  l\is  executors,  who 
found  not  wherewMtii  to  bury  him,  might  leave  Mace- 
.don  and  Greece  to  the  pillage  of  his  foldicrs,  witliout 
taking  to  himfelf  any  part  of  the  boofy.  But  when  lux- 
ury was  brought  into  faftiion,  and  they  came  to  be  ho- 
noured who  lived  magnificently,  though  they  had  in 
thcmfclves  no  qualities  to  diftinguifli  them  from  the 
"bafeft  of  flavcs,  the  moft  virtuous  men  were  exjx)red  to 
fcorn  if  they  were  poor :  and  that  poverty  which  had 
been  the  mother  and  nurfc  of  their  virtue,  grew  infup- 
portable.  The  poet  well  undcrft(X)d  what  efFcd  this 
<hange  had  upon  the  -w  orld,  who  faid, 

"  NuHum  crimen  abcft,  fadnufque  libidinis,  ex  quo 
**  Pauper tas  Romana  perit.**     Juven.  Sat.  vL  293. 

When  riches  grew  to  be  ncceffary,  the  defire  of  them, 
-which  is  the  fpring  of  all  mifchiof,  followed.  They 
who  could  not  (>btain  honours  by  the  nobleft  a6lions, 
were  obliged  to  get  wealth  to  purchafc  them  from  whores 
and  villains,  who  expofed  them  to  fale :  and  when  they 
were  once  entered  into  this  track,  they  foon  learnt  the 
Ariccs  of  thofe  from  whom  they  had  received  their  prc- 
^rment^   and  to  delight  in  the  ways  that  had  brought 
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them  to  it.  When  they  were  come  to  this,  nothing  could' 
(lop  them :  all  thought  and  remembrance  of  good  wa^ 
extinguiftied.  They  who  hid  bought  the  commands  of 
armies  or  provinces  from  Icctus  or  Nurciflfus,  fought 
only  how  to  draw  money  from  them,  to  enable  them  to  pur- 
chafe  higher  dignities^  or  gain  a  more  affurcd  protediori 
from  thofe  patrons.  This  brought  the  government  of 
the  world  under  a  moft  in&mous  traffic,  and  the  treafures 
arifmg  from  it  were,  for  the  moft  part,  difiipated  by 
worfe  vices  than  the  rapine,  violence,  and  fraud,  with 
which  they  had  been  gotten.  The  authors  of  thofe 
crimes  had  nothing  left  but  their  crimes,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  committing  more  through  the  indigence  into  which 
they  were  plunged  by  the  extravap^nnce  of  their  expenccs. 
Thcfe  things  arc  infeparable  from  the  life  of  a  courtier ; 
for  as  fervile  natures  arc  guided  rather  by  fenfe  than 
reafon,  fuch  as  addicl  thcmfclvcs  to  the  fcrvice  of  courts, 
find  no  other  confolation  in  their  mifcry,  than  what  they 
receive  from  fcnfual  pleafures,  or  fuch  vanities  as  they 
put  a  value  upon  ;  and  have  no  other  care,  than  to  get 
money  for  their  fupply  by  heg^;in^^,  ftealing,  bribing,  and 
other  infamous  prad^ices.  l^hcir  offices  arc  more  or  lefs 
cftecmcd  according  to  the  opportunities  they  afford  fur 
the  cxercife  of  thcfe  virtues  ;  and  no  man  feeks  them  for 
any  other  end  than  for  gain,  nor  takes  any  other  way 
than  that  which  conduces  to  it.  The  uiual  means  of 
attaining  them  are,  by  obfcrving  the  Prince's  humour, 
flattering  his  vices,  ferving  him  in  his  pleafures,  foment- 
ing his  palFions,  and  by  advancing  his  worfl  dcligns, 
fo  create  an  opinion  in  him,  that  they  love  his  pcrfon, 
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and  arc  intirdy  addifted  to  his  will.  When  valour,  in- 
duftry,  and  wifdom,  advanced  men  to  offices,  if  was  no 
eafy  matter  for  a  man  tp  perfuade  the  fenate  he  had  fuch 
qualities  as  were  required,  if  he  had  them  not :  but  when 
princes  fcek  only  fuch  as  love  them,  and  will  do  what  they 
command,  it  is  eafy  to  impofe  upon  them  ;  and  becaufe 
none  that  are  good  will  obey  them  when  rhey  command 
that  which  is  not  fc>,  they  are  always  encompaffed  by  the 
worft*  Thofe  who  follow  them  only  for  reward,  are  moft 
liberal  in  profeffing  afFedion  to  them,  and  by  that  means 
rife  to  places  of  authority  and  power.  The  fountain  be- 
ing thus  corrupted,  nothing  that  is  pure  can  come  from 
it.  Thefe  mercenary  wretches  having  the  management  of 
affairs,  juftice  and  honours  are  fetataprice,  and  the  moft 
lucrative  traffick  in  the  world  is  thereby  eftablilhed. 
♦  Eutropius,  when  he  was  a  flave,  ufed  to  pick  pockets 
and  locks ;  but,  being  made  a  minifter,  he  fold  cities, 
armies,  and  provinces:  and  feme  have  undertaken  to 
give  probable  reafons  to  believe,  that  Pallas,  one  of  Clau- 
dius*s  manumifed  flaves,  by  thefe  means  brought  together 
more  wealth  in  fix  years,  than  all  the  Roman  didators 
and  confuls  had  done  from  the  expulfton  of  tlie  kings  to 
their  paffage  into  Afia.  The  reft  walked  in  the  fame  way, 
ufed  the  fame  arts,  and  many  of  them  fucceeded  in  the 
fame  manner.  Their  riches  confiftcd  not  (;f  fpoils  taken 
from  enemies,  but  were  the  bafe  product  of  their  own 
corruption.  They  valued  nothing  but  money,  and  thofc 
^ho  would  bribe  them,  were  fure  to  be  advanced  to  the 
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bigheft  offices ;  and  whatever  they  did,  feared  no  punidi* 
jmcnt^  Like  ciFeds  will  ever  proceed  from  the  like  caufcs. 
When  vanity,  luxury,  and  prodig^ility  arc  in  fafliion, 
tJie  deitre  of  riches  muft  ncccliarily  i'lcrcafc  in  proportion 
to  them:  and  when  the  power  is  in  riic  hands  of  bafc 
mercenary  perfons,  they  will  always  (to  ufe  the  courtiers 
phrafc)  make  as  much  profit  of  their  places  as  they  can^ 
Nt>t  only  matters  of  favour,  but  of  jufticc  too,  wiH  be 
cxpofcd  to  falc ;  and  no  way  will  be  open  to  honours  or 
magiftracics,  but  by  paying  largely  for  them.  He  that 
gets  an  office  by  rhcfe  means,  will  not  execute  it  gratis: 
he  thinks  he  may  fell  what  he  has  bought  ;  and  would 
not  have  entered  by  corrupt  ways,  if  he  had  noi  intended 
to  deal  corruptly.  Nay,  if  a  well-meaning  man  fliould 
fufler  himfvlf  to  be  fo  far  carried  away  by  the  ftrcam  of  a 
prevailing  cullom,  as  to  purchafc  honours  of  fuch  vill.iins, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  continue  in  the  fame  courfj^  that 
he  might  gain  riches  to  procure  tlic  continuance  of  his  be- 
ncfaclors  protection,  or  to  obtain  the  favour  of  fuch  as 
happen  to  fuccecd  them:  and  the  corruption  thus  bc^jin- 
ningin  the  head,  muft  nccellarily  ditfufc  itlllf  into  all  tlie 
n^.cmbers  of  the  commonwealth:  or,  if  any  one  (which 
is  not  to  be  e\ peeled;  after  having  been  guilty  of  one 
villainy,  fiuruld  rcfolve  to  commit  no  m(»rc,  it  cc^uld 
have  no  otb.cr  ei^'col  than  to  bring  him  to  ruin;  and  he 
being  taken  aw;.y,  all  things  would  return  to  their  former 
channel. 

Bcfidcs  tliis,  whofocver  dellres  to  advance  hiinfelf,  muft 
ufc  fuch  means  as  are  fui table  to  the  tinu  in  which  he 
lives,  and  the  humour  of  the  perfons  with  ^^hom  he  is  to 
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deal.  It  had  been  as  abfurd  for  any  man  void  of  merit  to 
fet  himfelf  up  againd  Junius  Brutus,  Cincinnatus,  Papi« 
rius  Curfor,  Camiilus,  Fabius  Maximus,  or  Scipio ;  and, 
by  bribing  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  think  to  be 
chofcn  captain  againft  the  Tarquins,  Tufcans,  Lutins^ 
Samnites,  Gauls,  or  Carthaginians  ;  as  for  the  moft  vir- 
tuous men  by  the  moft  certain  proofs  of  their  wifdom, 
experience,  integrity,  and  valour,  to  cxpe<5t  advancement 
from  Caligula,  Claudius,  and  Nero,  or  the  lewd  wretches 
that  governed  them.  They  hated  and  feared  all  thofc 
that  excelled  in  virtue ;  and,  fctting  themfelves  to  deftroy 
the  beft  for  being  the  beft,  they  placed  the  ftrength  of  the 
government  in  the  hands  of  the  worft,  which  produced 
the  effedls  before-mentioned.  This  fecms  to  have  been 
fo  well  known,  that  no  man  pretended  10  be  great  at  court, 
but  thofe  who  had  cail  off  all  thoughts  of  honour  and 
common  honcfty.  "  Rcvcrtar,  cum  leno,  meretrix, 
"  fcurra,  cinxdus  cro»"  faid  one  who  f;.w  what  manners 
prevailed  there ;  and  whcrefoevcr  they  do  prevail,  fuch 
as  will  rife,  muft  render  themfelves  conformable  in  all 
corruption  and  venality.  And  it  may  be  obferved,  that  a 
noble  perfon  now  living  amongft  us,  who  is  a  great  enemy 
to  bribery,  was  turned  out  from  a  confKierable  office,  as 
a  fcandal  to  the  court  ;  for,  faid  the  principal  miniRer, 
he  will  make  no  profit  of  his  place,  and  by  that  means 
cafts  a  fcandal  upon  thofe  that  do. 

If  any  man  fay,  this  is  not  generally  the  fate  of  all 
courts,  I  confefsiti  and  that,  if  the,  prince  be  juft,  vir- 
tuous, wife,  of  great  fpirit,  and  not  pretending  to  be  ab- 
liplutc,  he  may  chufc  fuch  men  as  are  not  mercenary,  or 

take 
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fadce  fuch  a  courfe  as  may  render  it  hard  for  them  to  de- 
fcrvc  bribes,  or  to  prefervc  themfelvcs  from  puniihment, 
if  they  (houW  dcfleft  from  his  intention.  And  a  prince 
of  this  age,  fpcaking  familiarly  with  fotnc  great  men 
a^KHit  him,  faid,  he  had  heard  much  of  vaft  gains  made 
by  thofc  who  were  near  to  princes ;  and  aiked  if  they 
BKide  the  like  ?  One  of  them  anfwcrcd,  that  they  were 
as  wining  as  others  to  get  fomething,  hut  that  no  man 
would  give  t\\cm  a  farthing ;  for,  every  one  finding  a  free 
admittance  to  his  majedy,  no  man  needed  a  folicitor. 
And  it  was  no  lefs  known,  that  he  did  of  himfelf  grant 
thofe  things  that  were  juft,  than  that  none  of  them  had  fo 
■Boch  credit  as  to  promote  fuch  as  were  not  fo.  I  will 
not  fay  fuch  a  king  is  a  phenix :  perhaps  more  than  one 
may  be  found  in  an  nge  ;  but  they  arc  certainly  rare ;  and, 
all  that  is  good  in  their  government  proceeding  from  the 
excellency  of  their  perfonal  virtues,  it  muft  fail,  when 
tJiat  virtue  fails,  which  was  t\\e  r(x>t  of  it.  Experience 
jBicws  how  lirtle  \\c  cm  rely  upon  fuch  a  help  ;  for,  where 
cro^ms  arc  hereditary,  children  fcldom  prove  like  to  their 
f. uhcrs  J  and  fuch  as  are  elcdive  have  alio  their  defecf^s. 
Many  fcem  to  be  modcft  and  innocent  in  private  fortunes, 
who  pn)vc  corri'.pt  and  vicious,  when  they  are  raifcd  to 
p%)wer.  The  >iolcnce,  fjnte,  and  malice  of  Saul  was 
never  difcm'cred,  till  the  people  iiad  placed  him  in  the 
throne.  But  where  the  government  is  abfolute,  or  the 
prince  endeavours  to  make  it  fo,  this  integrity  can  never 
be  found:  he  will  always  feck  fuch  as  are  content  to  de- 
pend upon  his  will ;  which  being  always  unruly,  good 
I  will  never  comply  ;  ill  men  will  be  paid  for  it,  and 
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that  Opens  a  gip  to  all  manner  of  corruption.  Something 
like  to  this  may  befal  regular  monarchiesy  or  popular  go« 
vernments.  They  who  are  placed  in  the  principal  offices 
of  truft  may  be  treacherous ;  and  when  they  are  fo,  they 
will  always  by  thefe  means  fcek  to  gain  paftizans  and  de- 
pendents upon  themfel  ves-Their  defigns  being  corrupt,  they 
muft  be  carried  on  by  corruption  ;  but  fuch  as  would  fupport 
monarchy  in  its  regularity,  or  popular  governments,  muft 
oppofe  it,  or  be  deftroyed  by  it.  And  nothing  can  better 
manifcft  how  far  abfolute  monarchies  are  more  fubjc(3  ra 
this  venality  and  corruption  than  the  regular  and  popular 
governments,  than  that  they  arc  rooted  in  the  principle 
of  tlie  one,  which  cannot  fubfift  without  them ;  and  are 
fo  contrary  to  the  others^  that  they  mufi  certainly  pcrifli, 
unlefs  they  defend  themfclves  from  thenu 

If  any  man  be  fo  far  of  another  opinion,  as  to  believe, 
that  Brutus,  Camillus,  Scipip,  Fabius,  Hannibal,  Peri- 
cles, Ariftkies,  Agefilaus,  Epaminondas,  cr  Pclopidas, 
were  as  cafily  corrupted  as  Sejanus,  Tigellinus,  Vinnius, 
or  Laco  ;  that  the  fcnatc  and  people  of  Rome,  Carthage, 
Athens,  Sparta,  or  Thebes,  were  to  be  bought  at  as  calV 
rate^  as  one  profligate  villain,  a  flavc,  an  eunuch,  or  a 
whore ;  cr  though  it  was  not  in  former  ages,  yet  it  is  fi> 
now;  he  may  be  plcafed  to  confide  r  by  what  means  men  now 
rife  to  places  of  judicature,  church  preferment,  or  any 
offices  of  truft,  honour,  or  profit,  under  thofe  monarchies 
which  we  know,  that  cither  are  or  would  be  abfolute.  Let 
him  examine  how  all  the  offices  of  jufticc  are  now  difpo- 
fed  of  in  France;  how  Mazarin  came  lobe  advancai ; 
Hlut   iraihck  he   made  of  abbies  and  bifliopricks,    anJ 

whac 
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at  treasures  he  gained  by  that  means ;  whether  the  like 
not  continued  fince  his  death,  and  as  a  laudable  ex- 
^p'e  been  tranfmitted  to  us  fmcc  his  majcfty's  happy  rc- 
kur.ition ;  whether  biwds,  whores,  thieves,  buflfbons^ 
larafttes,  and  fuch  vile  wretches  as  are  naturally  merce* 
lary,  have  not  more  power  at  Whitehall,  Vcrfaillcs,  thd 
Vatican,  and  the  Elcurial,  than  in  Venice,  Amfterdam, 
^and  Switzerland:  wherl.cr  Hide,  Arlington,  Danby,  thcif 
graces  of  Cleveland  and  P«;rtfmouth,  Sunderland,  Jen- 
kins, or  Chiffinch,  could  probably  have  attained  fuch 
power  as  they  have  had  amongft  us,  if  it  had  beertdifpofed 
of  by  the  fufFrages  of  the  parliament  and  pc(jplc  \  or  laftly, 
nehethcr  fuch  as  know  only  how  to  work  upon  the  pcr- 
fonal  vices  of  a  man,  have  more  influence  upon  one  who 
happens  to  be  born  in  a  reigning  family,  or  upon  a  fenate 
conliftiiig  of  men  chofen  for  their  virtues  and  quality,  or 
the  whole  boiiy  of*  a  nation. 

But  if  he  who  poflcfles  or  afl^e6ls  an  abfolutc  power,  be 
by  his  intcrcd  led  to  introduce  that  corruption,  which  the 
people,  fcnatc,  and  mngiftratcs,  who  uphold  popular 
governments,  abhor,  as  that  which  threatens  them  with 
dc!lru<5tion  ;  if  the  example,  arts,  and  means  ufcd  by  him 
and  his  d(  pendents,  be  of  wonderful  efficacy  towards  the 
introduclion  of  it;  if  nothing  bur  nn  ndr.iiiahlc  virtue, 
which  can  hardly  be  in  one  that  enjoys  cjf  dcilrcs  fuch  a 
power,  can  divirr  him  from  th:tt  cLli^^n  ;  anvi  if  fuch 
virtue  never  did,  nc.r  pr.>b:ibly  ever  will,  continue  \on^ 
in  any  one  family  ;  ^^c  cannot  rationally  believe  there 
ever  was  a  race  of  men  invclk^d  with,  or  pilUrinig  fuch  a 
^wcr,  or  that  there  ever  will  be  any  who  have  not,  and 

will 
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wfll  not  endeavour  to  introduce  that  comiptiort,  ^Mch  is 
fo  ncccflTary  to  the  defence  of,  their  perfons,  and  moft  im- 
portant concernments,  and  certainly  accompUfh  their  great 
dcfign,  unlefs  they  are  oppofed  or  removed. 
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Civtl  tumults  and  wars  are  not  the  greateji  evils  that  5r- 
fal  nations. 

"  BUT  (kin  fi)r  (kin,"  fay  our  author,  "  and  all  that 
**  a  man  hath,  will  he  give  for  his  life."  And  fince  it 
was  necelTary  to  grace  his  book  with  fome  fcripturc 
phrafes,  none  could  be  fitter  for  that  purpofc  than' thofc 
that  were  fpokcn  by  the  devil :  but  they  will  be  of  little 
ufe  to  him ;  for  though  I  (houid  fo  far  recede  from  trutfi 
as  to  avow  thofe  words  to  be  true,  I  might  fafcly  deny  the 
onclufions  he  draws  from  them,  "  That  thofc  are  the  worft 
**  governments,  under  which  moft  men  arc  (lain  \  or  that 
"  more  arc  (lain  in  popular  governments,  than  in  ribfolutc 
"  monarchies."  For,  liaving  proved  that  all  the  wars anJ 
tumults  that  have  happened  in  commonwealths,  have 
never  pnuluced  fuch  flau;^hters  as  wc;rc  brought  upon  the 
empires  of  Mace  Jon  and  Rome,  or  the  kingdoms  ot 
Ifracl,  Jiidah,  France,  Spain,  Scotland,  or  England,  by 
contefts  between  fevcral  competitors  for  thofc  crowns  ;  it 
tumult,  war,  and  (laughter,  be  the  point  in  qucfnon, 
thofe  arc  (he  worft  of  all  governments,  where  they  have 
been  nioft  frequent  and  cruel.  But  tliough  thcfe  are  ter- 
rible 
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fhfcir  goveiTiincnt  continued.   Whilft  they  had  a  propriety 
in  their  goods,  they  would  not  fuflTer  the  country  to  be  in- 
vaded, fincc  they  knew  they  could  have  none,  if  it  were 
loft.     This  gave  occafioh  to  wars  and  tumults ;  but  it 
fharpcned  their  courage,  kept  up  a  good  difclpline,  and 
the  nations  that  were  moft  exerclfcd  by  them,  always  in- 
creafed  in  power  and  number ;  fo  that  no  country  fccms 
cvct  to  have  been  of  greater  ftrength  than  Italy  was  when 
Hannibal  invaded  it:  and  after  his  defeat,  the  reft  of  the 
world  was  riot  able  to  refift  their  valour  and  power.  They 
fbmctimcs  killed  one  another ;  but  their  enemies  never 
got  any  thing  but  burying-placcs  within  their  territories. 
All  things  are  now  brought  into  a  very  different  mctliod 
by  the  bleffed  governments  they  are  under.  The  fatherly 
care  of  thfe  king  of  Spain,  the  pope,  and  other  princes, 
has  cftabliftied  peace  amongft  them.      Wc  have  not  in 
liiany  ages  heard  of  any  fcdition  among  the  Latins,  Sa- 
bines,   Volfci,    Equi,    Samriites,  of  others.     The  thin, 
half-ftarvcd  inhabitants  of  walls  fupported  by  ivy,  fear 
neither  popular  tumults,  nof  foreign  alarms ;    and  their 
flccp  i^  ofily  interrupted   by  hunger,  the  cries  of  their 
children,  or  the  howling  of  wolves.     Indcad  of   many 
turbulent  contentious  cities,    they  have  a  few  fcattercd 
filent  cottages;  and  the  fiercenefs  of  thofe  nations  is  fo 
tempered,    tliat  evdry  tafcally  collector  of  taxes  extorts 
without  fear  from  every  man,  that  which  fliould  be  the 
ilourilhment  of  his  family.     And  if  any  of  thofc  coun- 
tries are  free  from  that  pernicious  vermin,  it  is  through 
the  extremity  of  their  poverty.     Even  in  Rome  a  man 
may  be  circumvented  by  the  fraud  of  a  prieft,  or  poifoned 
Vot.  II.  G  by 
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by  one  who  would  have  his  eftatc,  wife,  whore,  or 
child  i  but  nothing  is  done  that  looks  like  tumult  or  vio- 
lence. The  governors  do  as  little  fear  Gracchus  as  Han- 
nibal ;  and  inftead  of  wearying  their  fubjccts  in  wars, 
they  only  feck,  by  perverted  laws,  corrupt  judges,  falfc 
witneffes,  and  vexatious  fuits,  to  cheat  them  of  their 
money  and  inheritance 

This  fs  the  beft  part  of  their  condition*  Where  thefe 
arts  are  ufcd,  there  are  men,  and  they  have  fometliing  to 
lofc  ;  but  for  the  moft  part  the  lands  lie  wade,  and  they 
who  were  formerly  troubled  with  the  diforders  incident 
to  popular  cities,  now  enjoy  the  quiet  and  peaceable  eftatc 
of  a  wildcrncfs. 

Again,  there  is  a  way  of  killing  worfe  than  that  of  the 
fword :  for,  as  Tertullian  fays  upon  a  different  occalion, 
"  Prohiberc  nafci  eft  occidere  ;"  thofe  governments  are  in 
the  higheft  degree  guilty  of  blood,  which,,  by  taking  from 
men  the  means  of  living,  bring  feme  to  pcrilh  through 
want,  drive  others  out  of  the  country,  and  generally  dif- 
fuade  men  from  marriage,  by  taking  from  them  all  ways 
of  fubfifting  their  families.  Notwithftanding  all  the  fe- 
ditions  of  Florence,  and  other  cities  of  Tufcany,  the 
horrid  factions  of  Guelphs  and  Ghibelins,  Neri  and  Bi- 
anchi,  nobles  and  commons,  they  continued  populous,, 
ftrong,  anvi  exceeding  rich  ^  but  in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than 
a  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the  peaceable  reign  of  the  Me- 
dicis  is  thought  to  have  dcftroyed  nine  parts  in  ten  of  the 
people  of  that  province.  Amongft  other  things  it  is 
remarkable,  that  when  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain  gave 
Sienna  to  the  duke  of  Florence,  his  embaflfador  then  at 

Rome 
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Kome  fent  him  word>  that  he  had  given  a\(-ay  more  than 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fubjedts ;  and  it  is  not  be- 
believed  there  are  now  twenty  thoufand  fouls  inhabiting 
that  city  and  tcrritofy.  Pifa,  PiAoia,  Arezto,  Cortona, 
and  other  towns,  that  wefe  then  good  and  populous,  are 
In  the  like  proportion  diminiflied,  and  Florence  more  than 
any.  When  that,  city  had  been  long  troubled  with 
feditions,  tumults,  and  wars,  for  the  moft  part  unprof- 
perous,  they  ftill  retained  fbch  ftrfcngth,  that  when  Charles 
the  Eighth  of  France*,  being  admitted  as  a  friend  with 
bin  whole  artny,  which  foon  after  conquered  the  kingdom 
bf  Naples,  thought  to  matter  them,  the  people  taking  up 
arms,  (truck  fuch  a  terror  into  him,  that  he  was  glad  to 
depart  upon  fuch  conditions  as  they  thought  fit  to  impofe. 
Machiavel  reportsi  that  ih  that  time  Florence  alone,  with 
the  Val  d'Amo,  a  fmall  territory  belonging  to  that  city, 
could,  in  a  few  houts,  by  the  found  of  a  bell,  bring  to* 
gether  a  hundred  and  iifty  thouiand  well  armed  men ; 
iHFhereas  now  that  city,  with  all  the  others  in  that  pro- 
▼iiice,  are  brbught  to  fuch  Hefpicable  weakncfs,  empti- 
ne(s,  iwverty,  and  bafenefs,  that  they  can  neither  reiift 
the  opprcflions  of  their  own  prince,  nor  defend  him  or 
themfelvei,  if  they  wete  aflaulted  by  a  foreign  enemy. 
^The  people  are  difperfed  or  deftroyed,  and  the  beft  fami- 
lies feht  to  feek  habitations  in  Venice,  Genoa,  Rome, 
Naples,  and  Lucca.  This  is  not  the  eiie6t  of  war  or  pef- 
tilence ;  they  enjoy  a  perfe6t  peace,  and  fufier  no  other 
fdague  than  the  government  they  are  under.    But  he  who 

*  Guicciard. 
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has  thus  cured  them  of  diforders  and  tumults,  does,  in  m^ 
opinion,  defcrve  no  greater  praifc  than  a  phyfician,  wha 
fhould  boaft  there  was  not  a  fick  perfon  in  a  houfe  com- 
mitted to  his  care,  when  he  had  poifoncd  all  that  were  in 
The  Spaniards  have  cftablifhed  the  like  peace  in  tlie 
kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
other  places.  The  Turks  by  th«  fame  means  prevent 
tumults  iti  their  dominions..  And  they  are  of  fuch  efficacy 
in  all  places,  that  Mario  Chigi,  brother  to  pope  Alexan- 
der the  Seventh,  by  one  fordid  cheat  upon  the  falc  of 
corn,  IS  fold  within  eight  years  to  have  deOroycd  above 
a  third  part  of  the  people  in  the  ccclefiaftical  ftate ;  and 
that  country  which  was  the  ftrcngth  of  the  Romans  in  the 
time  of  the  Carthaginian  war»,  fuffcred  more  by  the  co- 
vctoufnefs  and  fraud  of  that  viUain,  than  by  all  the  de- 
feats received  from  Hanmbal-^ 

It  were  an  cndlefs  work  to  mention  all  the  places 
where  this  peaceable  folitude  has  been  introduced  by  ab- 
folute  monarchy  i  but  popular  and  regular  governments 
have  always  applied  themfelvcs  to  incrcafe  the  number, 
flrfenpth,  power,  riches,  anj  courage  of  their  people,  by 
providing  comfortable  ways  of  fubliftcnce  for  their  own 
citizens,  inviting  Grangers,  and  filling  them  all  with  fuch 
a  love  to  their  country,  that  every  man  might  look  upon 
tlic  public  en ufc  iis  his. own,  and  be  always  ready  to  de- 
fend it.  This  may  fomctimes  give  occafion  to  tumults 
and  wars,  as  the  moft  vigorous  bodies  may  fall  into  dif- 
tempers:  when  every  one  is  folicitous  for  the  public^ 
there  may  be  difference  of  opinion,  and  fome,  by  miftak- 
ing  the  way,  may  bring  prejudice  when  they  intend  pro- 
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4k :  but  unleis  a  tyrant  do  arife,  and  deftroy  the  govern- 
ment which  b  the  root  of  their  felicity ;  or  they  be  over- 
whelmed  by  the  irrefiftible  power  of  a  virtue  or  fortune 
greatdr  than  their  own,  they  foon  recover,  and  for  the 
moft  part,  rife  up  in  greater  glory  and  profperity  than  be- 
fore. This  was  fccn  in  the  commonwealths  of  Greece 
and  Italy,  wluch  for  this  reafon  were  juftly  called  nur- 
feries  of  virtue,  and  their  magiftrates  prefervers  of  men ; 
whereas  our  author's  peace- making  monarchs  can  deferve 
no  better  title  dian  that  of  enemies  and  dcftroyers  of  man- 
kind. 

I  cannot  think  him  in  earned,  wlicn  he  exaggerates 
Sylla's  cruelties  as  a  proof,  that  the  mifchiefs  fufFcred  un- 
.der  free  dates,  are  more  univcrfal,  than  under  kings  and 
tyrants :  for  there  never  was  a  tyrant  in  the  world,  if  he 
was  not   one,    though  through  wearincfs,    infirmity  of 
J)ody,  fear,  or  perhaps  the  horror  pf  his  own  wickedneff, 
he  at  length  rcfigned  his  power :  but  the  evil  had  taken 
root  fo  deep,  that  it  could  not  be  removed :  there  was  no- 
thing of  liberty  r/emaining  in  Rome :  th«  laws  were  over- 
thrown by  the  violence  of  the  fword  :  the  remaining  con- 
teft  was,  who  (bould  he  lord ;  and  there  is  no  reaCon  to 
believe,  that  if  Pumpey  had  gained  the  battle  of  Pharfa- 
lia,  he  would  haye  made  a  more  moded  ufe  of  his  vidlory 
than  Caeiar  did ;  or  that  Rome  would  have  been  more 
happy  under  him  than  under  the  other.     His  caufe  was 
jnort  plauiible  bevraufe  the  fenate  followed  him,  and  Cac- 
far  was  the  invader;  but  he  was  no  better  in  his  perfon, 
and  his  defigns  icem  to  have  been  the  fame.     He  l>ad 
J^ecn  long  before  *^  fuarum  legum  auclor  &  everfor."    He 
G  3  ©xvci 
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gave  the  beginning  to  the  firft  triumvirate ;  and  it  wefc 
folly  to  think,  that  he  who  had  been  infolent  when  he  was 
not  come  to  the  highcd  pitch  of  fortune,  would  have 
proved  moderate  if  fuccefs  had  put  all  into  his  hancb. 
The  proceedings  of  Marius,  Cinna,  Catiline,  Odavius, 
and  Antonius,  were  all  of  the  fame  nature.  No  laws 
were  obferved ;  no  public  good  mtended ;  the  ambition 
of  private  perfons  reigned ;  and  whatfoev^r  was  done  bj 
them,  or  for  their  interefts,  can  no  more  be  applied  to 
popular,  ariAocratical,  or  mixed  government,  than  the 
furies  of  Caligula  and  Nero. 


SECT.      XXVII. 

The  mif chiefs  and  cruelties  proceeding  from  tyranny y  ari 
greater  than  any  that  come  from  popular  or  mixed 
governments, 

IT  is  now  time  to  examine  the  reafons  of  our  author's 
generalmaxims.  <*  The  cruelties,"  fays  he,  "  of  a  ty- 
"  rant  extend  ordinarily  no  farther  than  fome  particular 
"  men  that  offend  him,  and  not  to  the  whole  kingdom. 
"  It  is  truly  faid  of  his  late  majefty  king  James,  a  king 
"  can  never  be  fo  notorioufly  vicious,  but  he  will  gene- 
"  rally  favour  juftice,  and  maintain  ibmc  order.  Even 
<*  cruel  Domitian,  Dionyfms  the  tyrant,  and  many  others, 
•*  are  commended  in  hiftories  as  great  obfervers  of  juftice, 
•*  except  in  particular  cafes,  wherein  his  inordinate  lufts 
^*  may  carry  him  away."    This  may  be  faid  of  popular 

govern- 
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gwrcmmcnts ;  for  fiiough  a  people  through  error  do  fomc- 
times  hurt  a  private  perfon,  and  that  may  poffibly  rcfult 
to  the  public  damage,  becaufe  the  man  that  is  offended  or 
•deftroyed,  miglit  have  been  ufeful  to  the  fociety,  they 
nc\'er  do  it  otherwife  than  by  error ;  for,  having  the  go- 
vernment in  themfelves,  whatever  is  prejudicial  to  it,  is 
fo  to  them ,  and  if  they  ruin  it,  they  ruin  themfelves, 
which  no  man  ever  did  villingly  and  knowingly.  In  ab- 
folute  monarchies  the  matter  is  quite  othcrwifc.  A  prince 
that  fers  up  an  intcreft  in  himfclf,  becomes  an  enemy  to 
the  public :  in  following  his  own  lufts  he  offeiids  all,  ex- 
cept a  few  of  his  corrupt  creatures,  by  whofe  help  he 
oppreifes  others  with  a  yoke  they  are  unwilling  to  t)ear, 
and  thereby  incurs  the  univcrfal  hatred.  This  hatred  is 
always  proportionable  to  the  injuries  received,  which 
being  extreme,  that  muft  be  fo  too ;  and  every  people 
being  powerful  in  comparifon  to  the  prince  that  governs, 
he  will  always  fear  thofe  that  hate  liim,  and  always  hate 
thofe  he  fears.  When  Luigi  Farncfe,  firft  ^iuke  of 
Parma,  had  by  his  tyranny  inccnfed  the  people  of  that 
fmall  city,  their  hatred  was  not  lefs  mortal  to  him  than 
that  of  the  whole  empire  had  been  to  Nero  \  and  as  the  one  ^ 
burned  Rome,  the  other  would  have  dcftroyed  Parma,  if 
he  had  not  been  prevented.  The  like  has  been,  and  will 
be  every  where,  inafmuch  as  every  man  endeavours  to 
deftroy  thofe  he  hates  and  fears ;  and  the  greatnefs  of  the 
danger  often  drives  this  *  fear  to  rage  and  madnefs.  For 
jthis  reafon  Caligula  wifhed  but  one  neck  to  all  the  peo- 

*  CunAa  fcrit,  dum  cun6la  timet.         Lucao. 
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pie ;  and  Nero  triumphed  over  the  burning  city,  thinkiW 
by  that  ruin  he  had  prevented  his  own  danger.  I  kno^ 
not  who  the  good  authors  arc  that  commend  Domitian  for 
his  juftice  ;  but  Tacitus  calls  him  **  principcm  virtutibus 
**  infcftum  * ;"  and  it  is  hard  to  find  out  how  fuch  a  man 
can  be  an  obfcrvcrof  juftice,  unlcfs  it  be  juft,  that  who- 
mever dares  to  be  virtuous  under  a  vitiou^  and  bafc  prince 
ftipuld  be  dcftroycd.  Another  author  t  of  the  fame  time, 
fj  criking  of  him,  docs  not  fny  he  was  unjuft,  but  gives  ug 
rtafon  to  think  he  was  fo,  unlcf*  it  were  juft  for  him,  who 
had  a  poj^er  over  the  beft  part  of  the  world,  to  deftroy  it ; 
nnd  that  he,  who  by  his  cruelty  had  brought  it  to  the  laft 
gafjf,  woLiliil  have  fmillicd  the  work,  if  his  rage  had  not 
been  cxtinguiflicd. 

Many  princs  not  having  in  thcmfcivcs  power  to  deftroy 
tlivir  pcv^plc,  1-avc  ftirrcd  up  foreign  nations  agiinft  them, 
an  J  placed  ihc  only  hopes  of  their  fafcty  in  the  pull  c 
calamity ;  and  lawful  kings,  wlicn  they  have  fallen  into 
the  firft  degree  of  mudncfs,  fo  as  to  3lfumc  a  power  above 
that  v/liich  was  allowed  by  the  law,  have  in  fury  ppved 
equal  to  the  worft  ufurpers,  Cleonymus  of  Sparta  was  of 
this  fort:  he  became,  fays  Plutarch :f,  an  enemy  to  the 
city,  bceaufc  they  would  not  allow  him  the  abfolute  power 
he  utTcc'tcd ;  and  brought  Pyrrhus>  t^^c  fierceft  of  their 
enemies,  with  a  mighty  and  excellently  well  difciplined 
army,  to  dcftr^y  them.     Vortigern  §  the  Briton  called  ii^ 

♦  Tjcif.  \'\  \  .t    .\^i'.c. 

^   C\  :ii  !ain  li"iiu\>.mnicii-j  Ij*  .*i.-ii.*t  Mjmus  orbcM 

i.iiiii  ,   Sc  cal\()  itivin.  i<i).va  t.iMim.'.      ]ii\  m.«'.. 

;   P;..'.vit.  Pyri.  .    M.ith    \\;.;i. 
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Ac  Saxons  with  the  ruin  of  his  own  people,  who  were 
incenfed  againft  him  for  his  Icwdnefs,  cruelty,  and  bafe- 
nefs.  King  John  for  the  like  reafons  offered  the  kingdonrj 
of  England  to  the  Moors,  and  to  the  pope.  Peter  the 
Cruel,  and  other  kings  of  Caftillc,  brought  vaft  armies 
pf  Moors  into  Spain,  tp  the  ruin  of  their  own  people,  who 
dctcfted  their  vices,  and  would  not  part  with  their  privi- 
leges. Many  other  examples  of  the  like  nature  might  be 
allegied  ;  and  I  wi(h  our  own  experience  did  not  too  well 
prove  that  fuch  deligns  are  common.  Let  him  that 
doubts  this,  examine  the  caufes  of  the  wars  with  Scot- 
land in  the  years  1639,  1640 ;  the  (laughters  of  the  pro- 
tcfhints  in  Ireland  1641  ;  the  whole  courfe  of  alliances 
and  treaties  for  the  fpace  of  fourfcore  years ;  the  fricnd- 
ftiip  contrasted  with  the  French  ;  frequent  quarrds  with 
the  Dutch,  together  with  other  circumfiances  that  arc 
already  made  too  public:  if  he  be  not  convinced  by  this, 
he  may  foon  fee  a  man  in  the  throne,  who  had  rather  bp 
a  tributary  to  France  than  a  lawful  king  of  England, 
whilll  either  parliament  or  people  (hall  dare  to  difpute  his 
commands,  infiA  upon  their  own  rights,  or  defend  a 
religion  inconfiRcnt  with  that  which  he  has  efpoufcd  ;  and 
then  the  nruth  will  bp  fo  evident  as  to  require  no  proof. 

Grotius  was  never  accufed  of  dealing  hardly  with  kings, 
or  laying  too  much  weight  upon  imaginary  cafes  ^  never- 
ihelefs,  amongft  othtr  reafons,  that,  in  his  opinion,  juf- 
lify  fubjcdls  in  taking  arms  againft  their  princes,  he  al- 
Icdgesthis,  "propter  immanem  fxvitiam%"  and  "  quando 

•  Do  jure  brlli. 
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'*  rex  in  populi  cxitium  fertur;"  inafmuch  as  it  is  "con- 
'*  trary  to,  and  inconfiftcnt  with,  the  ends  for  which 
**  governments  are  inflitutcJ  ;"  which  were  moft  imper- 
tinent, if  no  fuch  thing  could  he :  for  that  which  is  not, 
can  have  no  cffeft.  There  are  therefore  princes  who  feck 
the  deftruflion  of  their  people,  or  none  could  be  juftly 
oppofcd  on  that  account. 

If  king  James  was  of  another  opinion,  I  could  wi(h 
the  courfc  of  his  government  had  been  fuited  to  it. 
When  he  faid,  that  whilft  he  had  the  power  of  making 
judges  and  bifliops,  he  would  make  that  to  be  Jaw  and 
^ofpcl,  which  belt  pleafcd  him,  and  filled  thofc  places 
widi  fuch  as  turned  both  according  to  his  will  and  inte- 
refts,  I  muft  think,  that  by  overthrowing  juftice,  which 
is  the  rule  of  civil  and  moral  adions,  and  perverting 
the  gofpel,  which  is  the  light  of  the  fpiritual  man,  he 
left  nothing  unattempted  that  he  durft  attempt,  by  which 
he  might  bring  the  moft  extenfivc  and  univerfal  evils 
upon  our  nation  that  any  can  fuffcr.  This  would  ftand 
good,  though  princes  never  erred,  unlcfs  they  were 
•*  tranfported  with  fome  inordinate  lufts ;"  for  it  is  hard 
to  find  one  that  does  not  live  in  the  perpetual  power  of 
them.  They  are  naturally  fubjcd  to  the  impulfc  of  fuch 
appetites  as  well  as  others,  and  whatever  evil  reigns 
in  their  nature  is  fomented  by  education.  Jt  is  the 
handle  by  which  their  flatterers  lead  them  ;  and  he  that 
.difcovcrs  to  what  vice  a  prince  is  moft  inclined,  is 
fure  to  govern  him  by  rendering  himfelf  fubfervient.  In 
this  confifts  tlic  chief  art  of  a  courtier,  and  by  this 
means  it  comes  to  pafs,  tliat  fuch  lufts  as  in  private  men 
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tre  cuibcd  b]r  fear,  do  not  only  rage  as  in  a  wild  beaft, 
but  arc  perpetually  inflamed  bv  the  malice  of  their  own 
Servants:  their  hatred  to  the  laws  of  God  or  men^  that 
might  rcftrain  them,  increafes  in  proportion  with  their 
viccsy  or  their  fears  of  being  punifhed  for  them.  And 
when  they  arc  come  to  this,  they  can  fet  no  limits  to  their 
fury,  and  there  is  no  extravagance  into  which  they  do 
not  frequently  £iU.  But  many  of  them  do  not  expeA 
thefe  violent  motives:  the  pcrverfiry  of  their  own  na- 
ture carries  them  tp  the  extremities  of  evil.  They  hate 
virtue  for  its  own  fake,  and  virtuous  men  for  being 
moft  unlike  to  thcmfclves.  Virtue  is  the  didlate  of 
reafon,  or  the  remains  of  divine  light,  by  which  men 
arc  made  beneficent  and  beneficial  to  each  other.  Re- 
ligion propccds  from  the  fame  fpring ;  and  tends  to  the 
fame  end  ;  and  the  good  of  mankind  fo  intirely  depends 
upon  thefe  two,  that  no  people  ever  enjoyed  any  thing 
worth  defiring  that  was  not  the  produdl  of  them  ;  and 
whatfoever  any  have  fuffered  tliat  dcferves  to  be  ab- 
horred and  feared,  has  proceeded  either  from  the  de- 
fca  of  thefe,  or  the  wrath  of  God  againft  them.  If  any 
prince  therefore  has  been  an  enemy  to  virtue  and  religion, 
he  muft  alfo  have  been  an  enemy  to  mankind,  and  moft 
efpccially  to  the  people  under  him.  Whatfoever  he  does 
againft  thof^;  that  excel  in  virtue  and  religion,  tends  to 
the  deftrudtion  of  th*  people  who  fubfift  by  them.  I  will 
not  take  upon  ipc  tp  define  who  they  are,  or  to  tell  the 
number  of  thofe  that  do  this:  but  it  is  ceruin  there  have 
been  fuch ;  and  I  wifli  1  could  fay  they  were  few  in 
number,  or  that  they  had  lived  in  p^ft  ages.    Tacxtus 
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docs  not  fix  this  upon  one  prince,  but  upon  aU  diat  he 
iwrites  of;  and  to  give  hts  readers  a  tafte  of  wliat  he  was 
to  write,  he  fays,  "  that  nobiHcy  and  honours  were  daiu- 
f*  gerous,  but  that  virtue  brought  mod  certain  dcftruc* 
f*  lion ;"  and  in  another  place,  that  '*  after  the  (laughter 
.'*  of  many  excellent  men,  Nero  refolvcd  to  cut  down 
**  virtue  itfelf,  and  therefore  killed  Thrafeas  Partus,  and 
**  Barcns  Sornnus*."  And  whofoever  examines  the  chri£- 
tian  oJ:  ecclefiafticar  hiftories,  will  find  thofc  princes  to 
have  been  no  Icfs  enemies  to  virtue  and  religion  than 
th'.ir  prctiecclTors,  and  confequcntly  enemies  to  the  na- 
tions iirn^ci*  them,  unlefs  religion  and  virtue  be  things 
prejudicial  la*  in,iif7crcnt  to  mankind. 

But  our  author  may  fny,  thcfc  were  pirticular  cafes; 
and  fo  MT»s  :!;c  l1;M?:\hrcr  ot  the  proplicts  and  apolllcs,  tlie 
crucitixion  of  Chiilt,  an  J  all  the  villainies  that  have  ever 
been  e>..mi.ii:ttil  ;  yet  tlwv  proccetleil  from  a  univerfal 
rii:v.'iple  of  iiatred  to  all  tiuit  is  <i^'o'J,  exerting  itfelf  as 
far  as  it  cnilwl,  to  tl;e  ruin  of  mankind  :  and  nothing  but 
the  ovtr-ruliiiz  |X)\\er  of  God,  who  refolvcd  to  prcfcrvc 
(()  himfelf  a  people,  c  »uld  fet  bounds  to  tlieir  rage,  wliieh 
in  (»rher  reipccls  had  as  full  fuccefs  as  our  author,  or  the 
ilv  \il  couM  Jiave  wiflicd. 

Dionylius  (hi:i  other  example  of  jufticc)  defervcs  ob- 
firvaiion:  more  falfehood,  lewdncfs,  treachery,  ingra- 
nt;.:U\  eruelty,  bafenefs,  avarice,  imprudence,  and  hatred 
(n  all  manner  of  good,  w.is  hardly  ever  known  in  a  mor- 
iril   cicatiiic.     J'^or  this  rcafpn,  Diogenes  feeing  him  at 

■    C.  r<  "t.  hif..  1.  i.     Ann.  1.  xvi.  21. 


GOVERNMEKT.  icrf 

Corinfli,  though  in  a  poor  and  contemptible  condition^ 
faid,  he  rather  dcfcrvcd  to  have  continued  in  the  mifery^ 
fears,  and  villanies,  of  Iiis  tyranny,  than  to  be  fuftcrcd 
peaceably  to  convcrfc  M'ith  honeft  men.  And  if  fuch  as 
thcfc  arc  to  be  called  obfcrvers  of  juftice,  it  muft  be  con- 
cluded, that  the  laws  of  God,  and  •  f  men,  are  either  of 
no  value,  or  contrary  to  it ;  and  that  the  deftru<Sion  of 
nations  is  a  better  work  than  their  prefcrvation.  No 
faith  is  to  be  obferved:  temples  may  he  juftly  fackcd; 
the  beft  men  flain  for  daring  to  be  better  than  their 
mzRers  ;  and  the  whole  world,  if  it  were  in  the  power  of 
one  man,  rightly  torn  in  pieces  and  deftroycd. 

His  reafons  for  this  are  as  good  as  his  dodtrine  :  '<  It 
'*  is,"  faith  he,  "  the  multitude  of  people,  and  abun- 
*'  dance  of  riches,-  that  are  the  glory  and  llrength  of 
**  every  prince :  the  bodies  of  his  fubjccts  do  him  fervict 
"  in  war,  and  their  goods  fupply  his  wants.  Therefore 
"  if  not  out  of  afFedlion  to  his  people,  yet  out  of  natural 
"  love  to  himfelf,  every  tyrant  defircs  to  prefer vc  the 
^*  Jives  and  goods  of  his  fubjcdls."  I  fliould  have 
thougfit  that  princes,  though  tyrants,  being  God's  vice- 
gerents, and  fathers  of  their  people,  would  have  fought 
their  gpod,  though  no  advantage  had  thereby  redounded 
to  thcmfclvcs,  but  it  fccms  no  fuch  thing  is  to  be  ex- 
pefled  from  them.  They  confidcr  nations,  as  graziers  do 
their  herds  and  flocks,  according  to  tlie  profit  tl lat  can 
be  made  of  them :  and  if  this  be  fo,  a  people  has  no 
more  fccurity  under  a  prince,  dian  a  herd  or  flock  under 
their  mafter.  Though  he  defire  to  be  a  good  hulband, 
yet  they  muft  be  delivered  up  to  the  flaughter  when  he 

finds 
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iinds  a  good  market,   or  a  better  way  of  improving  hil 
lan<i;   but  tVey  nre  often  foolifli,  riotous,  prudigal,  and 
wan«^<n-v  dcMi(»v  rhtir  ftock,  though  to  their  own  preju- 
dice.    \^  .   il.  Kighr  that  all  princes  and  magi(!fatcs  had 
been  fet    ip,  '1.  ir  under  them  we  might  live  quietly  and 
peaceably,  ••;    •'•  io.ilinct's  andhortcfty:   but  out  author 
teachts  us,   »   ■•*  ihty  only  fcek  what  they  can  make  of 
our  bodies  ar!?  j^-hds,  and  fhar  they  do  not  live  ahd  reign 
for  u.',  but  tor  thupfclves.     If  this  be  true,  they  look 
upon  us  not  as  cliildron,  but  as  beads,  nor  do  us  any 
good  for  our  o^^'rt  fakes,  or  bccaufc  it  is  their  duty,  but 
only  that  we  may  be  ufcful  to  them,  as  oxen  arc  put 
into  plentiful  pallurcs  that  they  may  be  ftrong  for  labour^ 
or  fit  for  (laughter.     This  is  the  divine  model  of  govern- 
ment that  he  offers  to  the  world.     The  juft  magiftrate  is 
the  minifter  of  God  for  our  good  :    but  this  abfolute  mo- 
narch has  no  other  care  of  us,  than  as  our  riches  and 
multitude    may  increafe  his   own   glory    and   ftrength. 
We  might  cafily  judge  what  would  be  the  iifuc  of  fuch 
a  principle,  when  the  being  of  nations  depending  upon 
his  will,  muft  alfo  depend  upon  his  opinion,  whether  the 
ftrength,  multitude,  and  riches,  of  a  people,  do  conduce 
to  the  increafe  of  glory  and  power,  or  not,  though  hifto- 
ries  were  filent  in  the  cafe  ;    for  thefe  things  fpeak  of 
themfelvcs.     The  judgment  of  a  fingle  man  is  not  to  be 
relied  upon  ;    the  bed  and  wifeft  do  often  err,  the  fooli(h 
and  pcrvcrfc  always ;  and  our  difcourfe  is  riot  of  what  Mofes  * 
or  Samuel  would  do,  but  what  may  come  into  the  fancy  of 
a  furious  or  wicked  man,  who  may  ufurp  the  fuprcmc 
power,  or  a  child,  a  woman,  or  a  fool,  that  may  inherit 
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It.  fiefides,  the  propofition  upon  which  he  builds  his 
concluiion,  proves  ofren  falfe :  for  as  the  riches,  power, 
number,  and  courage,  of  our  friends,  is  for  our  advan- 
tage, and  that  of  our  enemies  threatens  us  with  ruin ; 
thofe  princes  only  can  reafonably  believe  the  ftrength  of 
their  fubjeds  beneficial  to  them,  who  govern  fo  as  to  be 
aflured  of  their  aflc^ion,  and  that  their  ftrength  will  be 
employed  for  them :  but  thofe  who  know  they  are,  or  de- 
ferve  to  be  hated,  cannot  but  think  it  will  be  employed- 
againft  them,  and  always  feek  to  diminifh  that  which 
creates  their  danger.  This  muft  certainly  befal  as  many 
as  are  lewd,  foolifti,  negligent,  imprudent,  cowardly, 
wicked,  vicious,  or  any  way  unworthy  the  places  they 
obtain  ;  for  their  reign  is  a  perpetual  cxcrcifc  of  the  moft 
extreme  and  ruinous  injuftice :  every  man  tliat  follows 
an  honeft  intereft,  is  prejudiced :  every  one  who  finds  the 
power  that  was  ordained  for  his  good,  to  be  turned  to  his 
hurt,  will  be  angry,  and  hate  him  that  does  it :  if  the 
people  be  of  uncomipted  manners,  this  hatred  will  be 
univeffal,  becaufe  everyone  of  them  defires  that  which  is 
juft ;  if  compofed  of  good  and  evil,  the  firft  will  always  be 
averfe  to  the  evil  government,  and  the  others  endeavour- 
ing to  uphold  it,  the  fafety  of  the  prince  mud  depend 
upon  the  prevalence  of  either  party.  If  the  bcfl  prove 
to  be  the  ftrongeft,  he  muft  periih ;  and  knowing  himfelf 
to  be  fupported  only  by  the'worft,  he  will  always  deftroy 
as  many  of  his  enemies  as  he  can ;  weaken  thofe  that  re- 
main ;  enrich  his  creatures  with  their  fpoils  and  confifca- 
Cions;  by  fraud  nnd  rapine  accumulate  treafurcs  to  in- 
creafc  the  numlur  of  his  party,  and  advance  them  into 
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all  places  of  power  and  truft^  that  by  their  afliftancc  h5 
may  crufh  his  adverfaries ;  and  every  man  is  accounted 
his  adverfary  who  has  either  eihitc,  honour,  virtue,  or 
reputation.  This  naturally  cafts  all  the  power  into  the 
hands  of  tho(b  who  have  no  fuch  dangerous  qualities,  nor 
any  thing  to  recommend  them,  but  ari  abfolute  re- 
l^gnation  of  themfelves  to  do  whatever  they  are  com- 
manded. Thefe  men  having  neither  will  nor  know- 
ledge to  do  good,  as  foon  as  they  come  to  be  in  power^' 
juftice  is  perverted,  military  difciplirie  negledled,  the 
public  treafures  exhaufled,  new  projcfls  invented  to  raifc' 
more ;  and  the  princes  Wants  daily  incrcafing,  through 
their  ignorance,  negligence,  or  deceit,  there  is  no  end  of 
their  devices  and  tricks  to  gain  fupplies.  To  this  end,' 
fwarms  of  fpies,  informers,  and  falfe  witncllcs,  are  fcnt 
out  to  circumvent  the  richeft  and  moft  eminent  men: 
the  tribunals  arc  filled  with  court-parafites  of  profligate 
confcienceS,  fortunes,  and  reputation,  that  no  man  may 
efcape  who  is  brought  before  them.  If  crimes  are  want- 
ing, the  di]igcnc<?  of  wcU-chofcn  officers  and  profecutors, 
with  the  favour  of  the  judges,  fupply  all  dcfeds ;  the 
law  is  made  a  fn:irc  ;  virtue  fupprclfed,  vice  fomented,' 
and,  in  a'  fhort  time,  honefty  and  knavery,  fobrlety  and 
Icwdncfs,  virtue  and  vice,  become  badges  of  the  feveral 
fadtions;  and  every  man's  converfiuion  and  manners 
(hewing  to  what  party  l.c  is  addicted,  the  prince  who 
makes  himfelf  hcMd  lA'  the  worll,  mull  favour  them  to 
the  overthrow  of  tJio  heft,  which  is  io  ftraight  a  way  to 
an  untverfal  ruin,  that  no  ftatc  can  prevent  it,  unlcfs 
that  courfc  be  interrupted. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe  things  confidcrcd,  no  general  judgment  can  be 
made  of  a  magiftratc*s  counfels,  from  his  name  or  duty. 
He  that  is  juft,  and  become  grateful  to  the  people  by  do- 
ing good,  will  find  his  own  honour  and  fccurity  in  incrcaf* 
ing  ihtir  number,  riches,  virtue,  and  power:  if  on  the 
Oliver  fide,  by  doing  evil,  he  has  drawn  \i\v.m  himfclf  the 
public  hatred,  he  will  always  endeavour  to  take  from  them 
the  power  of  doing  him  any  hurt,  by  bringing  them  into 
the  utmoft  wcakncfs,  poverty,  and  bafenefs.  And  who- 
ever would  know  whether  any  particular  prince  defires  to 
cncreafc  or  deftroy  the  bodies  and  goods  of  his  fubjefts, 
muft  examine  whether  his  government  be  fuch  as  renders 
him  grateful  or  odious  to  them  ;  and  whether  he  do  pur- 
fuc  the  public  intereft,  or  for  the  advancement  of  his  own 
authority  fet  up  one  in  himfclf  contrary  to  that  of  his 
people ;  which  can  never  befal  a  popular  government,  and 
confcquently,  no  mifchicf  equal  to  it  can  be  produeedby 
any  fuch>  unlefs  fomcrhing  can  be  imagined  worfc  than 
corruption  and  deftrudion. 


SECT.       XXVIII. 

JV/p;/  living  under  popular  or  mixed  governments  are 
more  careful  of  the  public  good^  than  in  abfolute  mo* 
ua  re  hies, 

OUR  author  delighting  in  ftrangc  things,  docs  in  the 
next  place,  with  an  admirable  fagacity,  difcovcr  two 
faults  in  popular  governments,  that  were  never  found  by 

Vol.  II.  H  any 
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any  man  before  liim  ;  and  thcfc  are  no  lefs  than  ignorance 
and  negligence.  Speaking  of  the  care  of  princes  to  prc- 
ferve  their  fubjcc^s,  he  adds,  "  On  the  contr*iry,  in  a 
^*  popular  ftate,  cvcr)^  man  knov/s  the  public  good  doth 
"  not  wholly  depend  upon  his  care,  but  the  common- 
"  wealth  may  be  well  enough  governed  by  others,  though 
<*  he  only  tend  his  private  bufincfs-"  And  a  little  below, 
**  Nor  are  they  much  to  be  blamed  for  their  negligence, 
'*  fince  it  is  an  .even  wngcr  their  ignorance  may  be  as 
**  great.  The  magiflratcs  amongft  the  people  being  foi' 
'*  the  mort  part  annual,  do  always  lay  down  their  office 
**  before  they  undcrfland  it  \  fo  as  a  prince  (^f  a  duller 
"  underdjnding  muft  needs  excel  them."  This  is  bravely 
determined,  and  the  v/orld  is  beholden  to  Filmor  f(T  the 
difcovcry  of  tlie  errors  th:it  have  liitlicrto  been  epidemi- 
cal. Moll  Kvi  Lad  believed,  tliat  fuch  as  live  in  free 
flatcs,  arc  ufually  plcafcd  wirii  tl.cir  condition,  defire  to 
maintain  it;  and  every  man  Hndin;^  liis  own  good  com- 
prcliended  in  the  puhlie,  as  tlK^fe  tliat  fail  in  the  fame 
ihip,  employs  the  talent  he  has  in  endeavouring  to  preferve 
it,  knowing  that  he  muft  perifh  if  that  mifcarry.  This 
was  an  encouragement  to  industry  ;  and  the  continual  la- 
bours and  dangers  to  viiie!'.  tli*;  Romans,  and  other  free 
natit)ns,  expofed  tl^omfelve ;,  have  been  taken  for  teftimo- 
nies  that  they  thou^jlit  tl.tMnklves  concerned  in  the  bufi- 
neiV».s  that  palled  ainon<jt  tlicn^  auvi  tliit  every  one  did  not 
neglect  tliem  rlirough  an  oj^inion  that  they  would  be  done 
well  enough  by  others.  It  was  alfo  thought,  that  free, 
cities,  by  frequent  eleclions  of  magillrates,  became  nurfe- 
■rics  of  great  and  able  men,  ever)-  man  endeavouring  to, 
1^  excel 
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excel  Others,  that  he  might  be  advanced  to  tl-c  honour  he 
had  no  other  title  to  than  what  might  arife  from  his  merit 
or  reputation  ;  in  which  they  fuccecded  fo  well,  that  one 
of  them  may  be  juftly  faid  to  have  produced  more  emir 
ncnt  men,  than  all  the  abfolute  monarchies  that  have  been 
in  the  world.     But  thefe  were  mlftakes.     Perhaps  Bru- 
tus, Valerius,  and  other  Roman  fenators  or  magiftrates, 
for  the  fpacc  of  three  liundred  years,  might  havc  taken 
fomc  care  of  the  commonwealth,  if  they  had  thought  it 
wholly  depended  upon  one  of  them.     But  believing  it 
would  be  well  enough  governed  by  others,  they  ncgledted 
it.     Camillus,    Cincinnatus,    Papirius,    Fabius,   RuUus 
and  Maximus,    Sciplo  Africanus,    Amilcar,    Hannibal, 
Pericles,  Themiftocles,  Alcibiadcs,  Epnminondas,  Philo- 
poemcn,  and  others,  might  have  proved  able  men  in  af- 
fiiirs  of  war  or  government ;  but  they  were  removed  from 
their  ^offices  before  they  underftood  them,  and  muft  needs 
be  excelled  in  both  by  princes,  though  of  duller  under- 
Aanding.     This  may  be  enough  to  excure  them  for  per- 
forming their  duty  fo  flackly  and  meanly  :  but  it  is  ftrange, 
that  Tacitus,  and  others,  (hould  fo  far  overlook  the  rea- 
fon,  and  fo  grofly   miftake   the  matter  of  fa(5^,   as  not 
only  to  fay,  that  great  and  excellent  fpirits  faijcd  when 
liberty  was   loft,    and   all   preferments   given   to   thofc 
who  were  moft  propcnfe  to  flavery  ;  but  that  there  wanted 
men  even  to  write  the  hiftory,  "  infcitia  reipublicx  ut 
'^  alicnae*.."     They  never  applied  themfelves  to  under- 
^nd  affairs  depending  upon  the  will  of  one  man^   in 

»  Tacit.  Ann.  i. 
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whom  they  were  no  otiienvlfc  concerned,  than  to  avoid 
the  cftc(f^s  of  his  rage ;  and  that  was  chiefly  to  be  done, 
by  not  falling  under  the  fufpicion  of  being  virtuous.  This 
wns  the  ftudy  then  in  requefl:  \  and  the  mod  cunning  in 
this  art  were  called  "  fcicntes  temporum  :'*  no  other  wif- 
dom  was  efteemed  in  that  and  the  cnfuing  ages,  and  no 
nv.)re  was  required,  fince  the  paternal  care,  <lecp  wifdom, 
and  pn  found  judgment  of  the  princes  provided  for  all; 
and  thou^li  they  were  of  duller  uniicrftandings,  they  muft 
ncct's  excel  other  mngiilratcs,  v.lio  having  been  created 
only  for  a  year,  left  their  offices  before  iliey  could  undcr- 
ftand  the  duties  of  them.  This  was  evidenced  by  that 
tendernefs,  and  finccrity  of  heart,  as  well  as  the  great 
purity  of  manners,  obfervcd  in  Tiberius  ;  the  clemency, 
jufricc,  folid  Judgment,  and  frugality,  of  Caligula  ;  the 
induftry,  courage,  and  f(>briety,  of  Claudius ;  the  good- 
nature, and  prudent  government,  of  Nero ;  the  tempe- 
rance, vivacity,  and  diligence  of  Vitellius;  the  liberality 
of  Galba  and  Vcfpafian ;  togctiicr  with  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  Domitian,  Commodus,  Hcliogabulus,  and 
many  others,  to  all  manner  of  virtues,  and  favours  con- 
ferred upon  thofe  that  excelled  m  them.  Our  author, 
giving  fuch  infallablc  proof  of  his  integrity  and  underftand- 
ing,  by  teaching  us  thefe  things  that  would  never  have 
come  into  our  heads,  ought  to  bo  credited,  though  that 
which  he  projxifcs  fcem  to  be  m.oft  abfurd.  But  if  we 
believe  fuch  as  lived  in  thofe  times,  or  thofc  who  in  later 
ages  have  perufed  their  writings,  wc  cannot  but  think 
the  princes  before-mentioned,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
thofe,  who  polfelfed    the  fame  place,  not  only  to  have 

been 


GOVERNMENT.  I09 

been  void  of  all  virtue,  and   to  have  fufFered  none  to 
grov7  up  untler  them,   but  in  bafenefs,  fottifhncfs,  and 
nrinlice,  to  have  been  equal  to  tlic  worft  of  all  beafts. 
Wiiii^'r  one  prince,  polluted  with  luO  and  blood,  fat  in 
his  grotto  at  Caprcx,  furroundcd  with  an  infamous  troop 
of  ailrologcrs;  and  others  were  governed  by  whores,  bar- 
daclKs,  iTianumifed  flavcs,  and  other  villains ;  the  em- 
pire was  ruined  through  their  negligence,  incapacity,  and 
wickcdneis ;  and  the  city  that  had  flourifhcd  in  all  man- 
ner of  Virtue,  as  much  or  more  than  any  that  has  been 
yet  knov  n  in  the  world,  produced  no  more ;  the  difci- 
pline  wns  diffolved  that  nourilhed  't ;  no  man  could  hope 
to  avKance  a  public  good,  or  obviate  an  evil,  by  his  dili- 
gence and  valour^    and  he  who  acquired  reputation  by 
cither,  ct)uld  cxped  no  other  reward  than  a  cruel  death. 
If  Ge  manicus  and  Corbulo,  who  were  born  when  liber- 
ty was  expiring,  be  brought  for  examples  ag^inft  the  firft 
part  of  mv  alilrtion,  their  ends  will  juftify  the  latter  ;  and 
no  eminent  Roman  family  is  known  to  have  brought  forth 
a  man  that  defcrved  to  be  named  in  hirtory  fince  their 
time.     This  is  as  probable  in  rcafon,    as  true  in  fatSt. 
Men  are  valiant  and    indu^rious,    when  they  fight  for 
thenifclves,  and  their  country;  they  prove  excellent  in 
all  the  arts  of  wor  and  peace,  when  they  are  bred  up  in 
virtuous  excrcifrs,  and  taught  by  their  fathers  and  maf- 
tcrs  to  jejoice  in  the  honours  gained  by  th^^m  :  tiicy  love  . 
their  country,  when  the  g(X)d  of  every  particular  man  is 
comprehended  in  the  public  profpcrity,  and  the  fucccfs  of 
their  atchievemcnts  is  improved  to  the  general  advantage: 
(hey  undertake  hazards  and  labours  for  the  government, 

H  3  whci^ 
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.1^'hcn  it  IS  ju^ly  ndminiflcrcd;  when  innocence  is  fafe^ 
and  virtue  honoured ;  when  no  mm  is  diftinguifhed  fironi 
the  vulgar,  but  fuch  as  have  diftinguifned  thcmfelvcs  by 
the  br  ivcr}'  of  their  actions ;  when  no  honour  is  thought 
too  great  for  ihofe  who  do  it  eminently,  unlcfs  it  be  fuch 
as  cannot  be  communicated  to  others  of  equal   merit: 
they  do  not  fparc  their  pcrfons,  purfcs,  or  friends,  when 
the  public  powers  are  employed  for  the  public  benefit,  and 
imprint  the  like  affedlions  in  their  children  from  their  in- 
fancy.    The  difciplfne  of  obedience,  in  which  the  Ra» 
mans  were  bred,  taught  them  to  command:  and  few  were 
admitted  to  the  nipginracies  of  inferior  rank,  till  thc^ 
had  given  faeh  proof  of  thci\-  virtue  as  might  dcfcrvc  the 
fuprercc.     Cincinnatiis,  Camillus,  Papiri'.is,  Mamercus, 
J'abius  Maximus,  v/erc   n(»t  n^adc   liii^^ators,    that    they 
.  might  learn  the  duries  of  the  office  ;    but  becaufe  tliey 
were  judged  to  he  of  fuch  wifdom,  vnlcur,  int'^riry,  and 
experience,    that   they  might  be  fafely  truiled  with  the 
hlghtft  powers  ;  and,  whilfr  the  law  reigned,  not  one  was 
advanced  to  that  honour,  who  did  not  fully  anfwcr  v»hat 
was  expected  from  him.     By  this  means  v,e  city  was  fo 
rcplenilhcd  with  men  fit  for  the  greatetl  employments, 
that  even  in  its  infancy,  when  three  hundred  and  fix  of 
the   Fabii,  "  cjuorum  ncmincm,"  fays   Livy,  "  duccm 
"  fpcrncret  quibuflihct  temporibus  fcnatus,**  were  killed 
in  one  day,  the  city  did  lament  the  lc>rs ;  but  v»as  not  fo 
•weakcnr;!  to  give  any  advunt::gc  to  tluir  enemies:  and 
when  every  one  of  thofc  who  had  been  eminent  before  the 
fecond  Punic  war,  Fabius  Maximus  only  excepted,  had 
|)erifl^  in  it,  othets  arofc  in  their  places,  who  furpalTed 

them 
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thtm  in  number,  and  were  equal  to  them  In  virtue.  The 
city  was  a  perpetual  fpring  of  fucli  men  as  long  as  liberty 
lailed ;  but  that  was  no  fooner  overthrown,  than  virtue 
was  torn  up  by  the  roots ;  the  people  became  bafe  and  fori 
did,  the  fmall  remains  of  the  nobility  florhful  and  efFemi* 
nate,  and  their  Italian  aflociatcs  becoming  like  to  them, 
the  empire,  whilft  i^  flood,  was  only  fuftaincd  by  the 
ftrength  of  foreigners. 

The  Grecian  virtue  had  the  fame  fate,  and  expired  wi&i 
libert}':  inilead  of  fuch  fuldicrs  as  in  their  time  had  no 
equals,  and  fuch  generals  of  armies  and  fleets,  legidators 
and  governors,  as  all  fuccerding  ages  have  jiifrly  admired, 
ih.cy  fent  out  fwarms  of  fidlers,  jefters,  chariot  drivers^ 
players,  bawds,  flatterers,  minifters  of  the  moft  impure 
lulls;  or  idle,  babling,  hypocritical  philofophers  not 
muoh  better  than  they.  The  emperors  courts  were 
always  crowded  with  this  vermin;  and  notwith (landing 
the  ncccflity  our  author  imagines,  that  princes  muft  needs 
undcrftand  m.attersof  government  better  than  magiilrates 
annually  chofen,  they  did  for  the  moft  part  prove  fo  brutifli 
as  to  give  thcmfclvcs,  and  the  world,  to  be  governed  by 
fuch  as  ihefe,  and  that  without  any  great  prejudice,  fince 
none  could  be  found  more  ignorant,  lewd,  and  bafe,  than 
thcmfelves. 

It  is  abfurd  to  impute  this  to  the  change  of  times ;,  for 
time  changes  nothing;  and  nothing  was  changed  in  thofe 
times,  but  the  government,  and  that  changed  all  things. 
This  is  not  accidental,  but  according  to  the  rules  given 
to  nature  by  God,  impofing  upon  all  things  a  ncccflity  of 
perpetually  following  their  caufes.  Fruits  are  always  of 
H4  *« 
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the  fame  nature  with  the  feeds  and  roots  from  which  thejr 
come,  and  trees  are  known  by  the  fruits  they  bear :  as  a 
man  begets  a  man,  and  a  bead  a  I  cift,  that  fociety  of 
men  which  conftitutcs  a  government  I'pon  the  foundation 
of  juftice,  virtue,  and  the  »:ommon  ;zood,  will  always  have 
men  to  promote  thofe  ends ;  and  that  which  inten  is  the 
advancement  of  one  man's  defires  and  vanity,  will  abound 
in  thofe  that  will  foment  them.  All  men  follow  that 
which  feems  advantageous  to  themfelves.  Such  as  arc 
bred  under  a  g(X)d  difcipline,  and  fee  that  all  benefits, 
procured  to  their  country  by  virtuous  adions,  redound  to 
the  honour  and  advantage  of  tlicmfclvcs,  their  children, 
friends,  and  relationi*,  contract,  from  their  intancy,  a 
love  to  the  public,  and  look  upon  the  common  concern- 
ments as  their  own.  Wlicn  thry  have  learnt  to  be  vir- 
tuous, and  fee  that  virtue  is  in  ertccm,  they  feck  no  other 
preferments  than  fuch  as  may  be  obt lined  that  way;  and 
no  country  ever  wanted  greater  numbers  of  excellent  men, 
where  this  method  was  cftabliflicd.  On  the  other 
fide,  when  it  is  evident,  that  the  bcft  are  dcfpifed,  hated, 
or  marked  out  for  dcllrudion  ;  all  things  calculated  to  the 
humour  or  advantage  of  one  man,  who  is  often  the  worft, 
or  governed  by  the  wortl  \  honours,  riches,  commands 
and  dignities,  difpofed  by  his  will,  and  his  favour  gained 
only  by  a  moft  obfeouious  refpedl,  or  a  pretended  atfeclion 
to  his  perfon,  together  with  a  fervile  obeJicnec  to  his 
commands,  all  application  to  vircjous  actions  will  ccafe ; 
and  no  man  caring  to  render  himfcif  <;r  his  cliildren  wor- 
thy of  great  employments,  fuch  as  defire  to  have  them 
will,  by  little  intrigues,  corruption,  fcurrility,  and  flat- 
tery, 
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tcnr,  endeavour  to  make  way  to  them  ;  by  which  means 
true  merit  in  a  (hort  time  comes  to  be  abolifhed,  as  fell 
out  in  Rome  as  foon  as  the  Caefars  began  to  reign. 

He  who  docs  not  believe  this,  may  fee  whether  the  like 
did  not  happen  in  all  tl<e  other  commonwealths  of  Italy 
and  Greece ;  or  if  modern  examples  arc  thought  to  be  of 
more  \alac,  let  him  examine  whethT  the  noblemen  of 
Venice,  who  arc  born  and  bred  in  tamihcs  that  never 
knew  a  mafter,  who  a6\  for  themfclvcs,  and  have  a  paft 
in  all  the  good  or  evil  that  bofals  the  commonwealth,  and 
know,  that  if  it  be  dcftroycd,  they  muiT:  pcrifli,  <>r  atleaft, 
that  aU  changes  are  to  their  prej  jdice,  do  neglect  the  pub- 
lic interefts,  as  thinking,  that  the  whole  not  depending 
upon  any  one  of  them,  things  will  be  well  enough  govern- 
ed, though  they  attend  only  their  private  brnefit.  Let  it  be 
obfervcd  whether  they  do  better  undcrll.md  the  common 
concernments,  than  the  great  men  of  France  or  Spain, 
who  never  come  to  the  knowledge  of  any  thing,  unlcfs 
they  happen  to  be  favoured  by  the  king,  or  his  miniftcrs, 
and  know  thcmfelves  never  to  be  more  mifcrablc  than 
when  their  mafter  is  moft  profpcrous.     For  my  own  part, 
1  cannot  think  it  neceffary  to  alledge  any  other  proof  of 
this  point,   than  that  when  Maximilian  the  emperor*, 
Lewis  the  Twelfth  cf  France,  the  fierce  pope  Julius  the 
Second,  and  Ferdinand  tiie  fubtle,    powerful,  and  bold 
king  of  Spain,  had,  by  the  league  of  Cambray,  combined 
againd  the  Venetians,  gained  the  battle  of  la  Ghirad'adda, 
piken  Alviano  their  general  prifoner,  deprived  them  of  all 

♦  Paol.  Pajruta  hid.  Vcact.  Guicciard.. 
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.IheJf  dominion  on  the  Terra  firmn,  nt\i  prepared  toaf* 
fault  the  city,  it  was,  under  GoiJ,  folcly  prcfcrvcd  by  the 
vigour  and  wifdom  of  their  nobiliry,    who,   though  rto 
-way, educated  to  war,  unlci's  by  fca,  fp.irin^  ncichcr  pcr- 
'fbn%  nor  purfes,  did  witli  admirable  inJuitry  and  courage 
rlirft  recover  Padoua,  and  then  many  other  cities^  fo  as  at 
the  end  of  that  terrible  war  they  came  ofF  without  any  di- 
•mlnution  of  their  territories:    whereas  Portugal  having 
fin  our  age  revolted  from  the  houfe  of  Audria,  no  one 
-doubtSy   that  it  had   been  immcdiardy   reduced,  if  thd 
groat  men  of  Spiin  had  not  been  plciifed  with  fuch  a  Icf- 
■  fening  of  Uicir  ii  alV-r's  power,  and  rcfolvcd  not  to  repair 
it  by  the  recovery  of  that  kingdom,  or  to  deprive  thcm- 
felvcs  of  a.i  cafy  retreat  when  they  Ihuuld  bcopj.Tchcd  by 
him,    or  h  s  favourites.     The  like    thnughr  was    more 
:  plainly  ex^jrefcJ  by  the  Marefehnl  i]c  Bitiompicrrc,  wlio 
.  feeini^  how  hardiy  Roche!  was  preiud  by  Lewis  the  Thir- 
teenth fai<l*,    **  he  thought  ihey  mould  b';  Inch  f'H):<;  to 
**  take  it:"  but  it  is  believed  ih':y  would  njvcr  hwc  been 
fuch  fools  i  and  the  trcneliery  only  of  our  eountryiiiendid 
enable  the  cardinal  Riclulicu   to  do  it  las  for  his  own 
glory ♦  and  the  advancement  of  the  popilh  ciufe,  he  really 
intended):  and  nothing  i'^,  to  this  day,  more  common  in 
the  mouth  of  rheir  wifeSl  and  bell  men,  though  papilLs, 
than  the  aekn<»vvk dement  of  their  own  folly  in  fufftring 
tliat  jvlaeo  to  fall,  the  king  having  by  that  means  gotten 
power  to  pr^vccd  again!^  them  at  his  plcafurc.  Tlic  brave 
monficur  do  Turennc  is  faid  to  have  carried  tliis  to  a 

♦    ]•  <r..v  qu'rvCu  n).is  Irions   z'T  /.    fvu.v    pi.ir   jr^Mclic  la    Roc-irllr. 
KIcm.  <ic  Jla.Ton>-,i  m^. 
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pfcalc*-  height  in  his  laft  difcourfe  to  the  prcfcnt  king  c^f 
France:  "  You  think,  faid  he,   you  have  armies,    but 
«*  you  have  none ;  the  one  half  of  the  officers  are  the 
**  bawdy-houfc  companions  of  monfieur  dc  xxx,  or  the 
**  creatures  of  his  whore  madam  dc  xxx :  the  other  hM 
**  may  be  men  of  experience,  and  fit  for  their  employ* 
**  mcnts^  but  they  arc  fuch  as  would  be  pleafed  with  no- 
**  thing  more  than  to  fee  you  lofc  two  or  three  battles, 
*'  that  coming  to  ftand  in  need  of  them,  you  might  Caufif 
*'  them  to  be  better  ufed  by  your  minifterr,  than  of  late 
"  they  have  been."     It  may  be  eafily  imagined  how  men 
in  fuch  fcntimcnts  do  fcrve  their  maftcr  ;  and  nothing  is 
more  evident,  than  that  the  French  in  this  age  have  had 
fo  great  advantages,  that  they  might  have  brought  Eun>pe, 
and  perhnps  Afia,  under  their  power,  if  the  intcrt-il  of 
the  nation  had  been  united  to  that  of  the  government, 
and  the  flrcngth,  vigour,  and   brp.very,  of  the  nobiKt/ 
tmploycd  that  way.     But  (ince  it  has  plcafcd  Oxl  to  fuf» 
fcr  us  to  fall  into  a  condition  of  being  little  able  to  help 
ourfelves,  and  that  they  are   in  fo  good  terms  with  the 
Turk  as  not  to  attack  him,  it  is  our  happinefs  that  they 
do  not  know  their  own  ftrcngth,  of  cartnot,  without  rOin 
to  themfclvcs,  turn  it  to  our  prejudice. 

I  could  give  yet  mote  pregnant  ttftimonles  of  the  dif- 
ference between  men  fighting  for  their  own  intercfts  in  the 
ofEces  to  which  they  had  been  advanced  by  the  votes  of 
numerous  affcmblies,  and  fuch  as  ferve  for  pay,  and  get 
J)refcrmcnts  by  corruption  or  favour,  if  I  were  not  un* 
V  illing  to  ftir  the  fplcen  of  fome  men  by  obliging  them  to 
l-cflccl  upon  what  has  paffed  in  our  own  age  and  country  ^ 

to 


to  compare  tl.c  jufllcc  of  our  tribunals  within  the  time  of 
our  mcmor)',  and  the  integrity  of  the )fc  who  *  for  x  while 
managed  the  public  trcafurc  ;  the  diroip^inc,  valo^jr,  and 
ftrcngth  of  our  armies  and  fleets;  the  inert- ifc  of  our 
riches  and  trade  \  the  fuccefs  of  our  viar>  in  Scitlund, 
Ireland,  and  at  fen,  thcglor)'  and  repuntion  not  long  lincc 
gained,  with  that  condirion  into  which  wc  are  of  late 
fallen.  But  I  think  I  (hall  ofTcnd  no  wife  or  g<x>d  man, 
if  I  fay,  that  as  neither  the  Romans,  nor  Grecians,  in 
the  time  of  their  liberty,  ever  performed  any  acruMismorc 
glorious,  th  m  freeing  the  countr}'  from  n  civil  war  that 
had  raged  in  every  part,  the  conqucft  cf  two  fuch  king- 
doms as  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  crufliing  t!ie  formida- 
ble power  of  the  Hollanders  by  fea;  nor  e\x:r  produced 
more  examples  of  valour,  induftr}',  intc-jrity,  and  in  all 
re fpecls  complete,  difinrerefted,  unmoveaVlc,  and. incor- 
ruptible virtue,  than  were  at  tliat  time  fecn  in  our  n.uion: 
fo  neither  of  ihcm,  ujx^n  the  change  of  thtfr  aft'jirs,  did 
CNcecd  us  in  wcaknefs,  cowardice,  bafencls,  vcnlitv, 
lewdnefs,  and  ull  manner  of  corruption.  Wclnvcna- 
fon  therefore  not  only  to  believe,  that  .ill  piin:;>  d  )  n^t 
nccellarily  underiland  the  atTairs  of  il  eir  people,  (t  pro- 
vide better  for  tliem  than  th  >fe  who  an:  otlitrv/ifc  clu*rcn  ; 
but  that,  as  there  is  nothing  of  ^aamjrs,  power,  rii her, 
ftrcngth,  and  happinefs,  winch  we  mig!it  n'»t  re.i:-)!Vib!v 
have  hoped  for,  if  we  hid  rightly  improvi\I  ihc  aJvan- 
tages  we  h.ad,  fo  ilure  i^  nothing  of  flmmi-  and  m:ll:rv 
vhich  we  may  not  jufily  fear,  llnce  we  liavc  neg'.odkd 
them. 


•  'lii'"  iv.ii Lament  of  i^ ^\ 
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If  any  man  think  that  this  evil  of  advancing  officers  for 
jKrrfonal  rcfpcdls,  favour  or  corruption,  is  not  of  great 
extent,  I  cJcfirc  him  to  confidcr,  that  the  officers  of  ftate, 
courts  of  jufiicc,  clairch,  armies,  fleets,  and  corpora- 
tions, are  of  fuch  number  and  power,  as  wholly  to  cor- 
rupt a  nation,  when  they  thcmfclvcs  are  corrupted  ;  and 
>A  ill  c\cr  be  corrupt,  when  they  attain  to  their  offices  by 
corruption.  The  good  management  of  all  affairs,  civil, 
military,  and  ecclefiaftical,  necefl-irily  depends  upon  good 
order  and  difciplinc;  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  com- 
mon men  to  reform  abufcs  patronized  by  thofc  in  autho- 
rity, nor  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  thereuix)n  cnfuing; 
anvU  not  having  power  to  dire6l  public  adtions  to  the 
puMic  gciod,  they  muft  confcqucntly  want  the  indulky 
and  affection  that  is  required  to  bring  them  to  a  good 
ilTuc.  The  Romans  were  eafily  beaten  under  the  decem- 
viri, though  immediately  before  the  cretS^ion,  and  after 
the  extinfiion,  of  that  power,  none  of  their  neighbours 
were  able  to  rcfifl  them.  The  Goths,  who  with  much 
gl(Ty  had  reigned  in  Spain  for  about  three  hundred  years, 
had  neither  ftrcngth  nor  courage  under  their  lewd  and 
odious  king  Rodrigo,  and  were  in  one  day  fu!  dued  with 
liale  lofs  of  blood  by  the  Saracens,  and  could  not  in  lefs 
than  eight  hundred  years  free  their  country  from  them. 
That  brave  nation,  having  of  late  fallen  under  as  bafc  a 
conduct,  has  now  as  little  heart  or  powrr  to  defend  itfelf: 
court  parafites  have  rendered  valour  ridiculous ;  and  they 
who  have  ever  fliewed  themfelvcs  as  much  inclined  to 
arms  as  any  people  of  the  world,  do  rtow  abhor  them,  and 
arc  fent  to  t!;c  wars  by  force,  laid  in  carts,  and  bound 
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like  calves  brought  to  the  (hambles,  and  left  to  Aarve  in 
Flanders,  as  foon  as  they  arrive.  It  may  eafily  be  judged 
uhat  fervice  can  be  expcdled  from  fuch  men,  though  they 
ibould  happen  to  be  well  commanded :  but  the  great  offi- 
cers, by  the  corruption  of  the  court,  think  only  of  enrich* 
ing  thcmfelves  ^  and,  incrcafing  the  mifery  of  the  foldicrs 
by  their  frauds,  both  become  equally  ufelcfs  to  the  ftate. 

Notwithftanding  the  fceming  profpcrity  of  France, 
matters  there  arc  not  much  better  managed.  The  war- 
like temper  of  that  people  is  fc>  worn  out  by  the  frauds  and 
cruelties  of  corrupt  officers,  that  few  men  lift  thcmfelves 
ivillingly  to  be  foldicrs ;  and,  when  they  arc  cngi^gcti  or 
forced,  tliey  arc  fo  little  able  to  endure  the  miferies  to 
jkvhich  they  are  expofcd,  that  they  daily  run  away  from 
tlieir  colours,  tiiough  thty  know  not  whether  to  go,  and 
expert  no  mercy,  if  they  are  taken.  The  king  has  in 
.vain  attempted  to  corret^l  this  humour  by  the  fe verity  of 
jnartiaMaw :  hut  mens  minds  will  not  be  forced  ;  and 
though  his  troops  are  pcrfcclly  well  armed,  clothed,  and 
dcercifcd,  they  have  given  many  tel\imonies  of  little 
M'orth.  When  the  prince  of  Conde  had  by  his  own  va- 
lour,  and  the  ftrcngth  of  the  king's  guards,  broken  the 
iirSlinc  of  ihc  prince  of  Orange's  army  at  the  battle  of 
3cncfF,  and  put  the  rcfl  into  diforder,  he  could  not  make 
the  fccond  and  third  li^c  of  his  own  army  to  advance, 
;iud  reinforcp  the  flrft,  by  which  means,  he  loll  all  the 
fair  hopes  he  lioid  conceived  of  ^n  intire  vidory.  Not 
loi>g  after,  the  marefchal  dc  Creqjui  was  abandoncdby  his 
tVihiAc  army  near  Trier,  who  ran  away,  hjirdly  ftrik- 
ipg^  (broke,  ^d  left  him  with  fixteen  horfc  to  fhift 
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for  himfclf.  When  monficur  de  Turcnne,  by  the  excel- 
lency cjf  his  conduct  and  valour,  had  gained  fuch  a  rcpii- 
tation  amongft  the  foldiers,  that  they  thought  thcnnfclvcs 
fccure  under  him,  he  did  not  fuffcr  fuch  difgmces ;  but  he 
being  killed,  they  returned  to  the  ufual  temper  of  forced  and 
ill  ufcd  foldiers ;  half  the  army  was  loft  in  a  retreat,  little 
differing  from  a  flight  ^  and  the  reft,  as  they  thcmfclvefi 
confcfs,  faved  by  the  bravery  of  two  Englifli  regiments. 
The  prince  of  Conde  was  foon  after  fcnt  to  command; 
but  he  could  not,  with  all  his  courage,  Ikill,  and  repu- 
tation, raifc  their  fallen  fpirits,  nor  prefervc  his  arm^ 
any  oiher  way,  than  by  lodging  tliem  in  a  camp  near 
Schlcftadt,  fo  fortified  by  art  and  nature,  that  it  could  not 
be  forced. 

To  ihcfc  we  may  add  fomc  examples  of  our  own.  In 
our  lute  war,  the  Scots  foot,  whether  friends  or  enemies, 
were  much  inferior  to  thofc  of  the  parliament,  and  their 
horfc  eftecmcd  as  nothing.  Yet  in  the  year  1639,  and 
1640,  the  king*s  army,  though  very  numerous,  excel- 
lently armed  and  mounted,  and,  in  appearance,  able  to 
conquer  many  fuch  kingdoms  as  Scotland,  being  under 
thccondud  of  courtiers,  and  aft'edlcd  as  men  ufually  atx: 
towards  thofc  that  ufe  them  ill,  and  feek  to  deftroy  them, 
they  could  never  refift  a  wretched  army  commanded  by 
Leven  ;  but  were  ftiamcfully  beaten  at  Newborn,  and 
left  the  northern  counties  to  be  ravaged  by  them. 

When  Van  Tromp  fct  upon  JJlakc  in  Folefton-Bay , 
the  parliament  had  not  above  thirteen  Ihips  againft  throc- 
fcore,  and  not  a  man  that  had  ever  feen  any  other  fight  at 
fca,  tlian  between  a  mcrchant-ftiip  and  a  pirate,  to  oppofc  the  , 
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beft  capfain  in  the  world,  attcitlcd  with  many  others  in 
valour  and  txpcriencc  not  much  inferior  to  him.  Many 
other  difficulries  wcrcobfcrvcd  in  the  unfettlcJ  ftatc:  few 
fliips,  want  of  money,  fevcral  factions,  and  fomc,  who 
to  advance  particular  interefts  betrayed  the  pubMc.  But 
fuch  was  the  power  of  wifdom  and  integrity  in  thofc  that 
fat  at  the  helm,  and  their  diligence  in  chufing  men  only 
for  their  merit  was  bleffcd  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  in  two 
year?  our  fleets  grew  to  be  as  famous  as  our  land  armies ; 
the  reputation  aiul  power  of  our  nation  rofe  to  a  greater 
height  than  when  we  poUeffed  the  better  half  of  France, 
and  the  kings  of  France  and  Scotland  were  our  prifoncrs. 
All  the  dates,  kings,  and  potentates  of  Europe,  moft 
refpedlfully,  not  to  fay  fubmiflivcly,  fought  our  fricnd- 
fliip  ;  and  Rome  was  more  afraid  of  Blake  and  his  fleet, 
tlian  they  had  been  of  the  great  king  of  Sweden,  when 
he  was  ready  to  invade  Italy  with  a  hundred  thoufand 
men.  This  was  the  work  of  thofe,  who,  if  our  author 
fays  true,  **  thought  bafely  of  the  public  concernments;" 
and,  believing  things  muft  be  well  enough  managed  by 
others,  minded  only  their  private  afl^airs.  Tliefe  were 
the  effects  of  the  negligence  and  ignorance  of  thofe,  who, 
being  fuddcnly  advanced  to  oflSces,  were  removed  before 
they  underftood  the  duties  of  them.  Thefe  difeafcs, 
which  proceed  from  popular  corruption  and  irregularity, 
were  certainly  cured  by  the  reftitution  of  that  integrity, 
good  order  and  lability,  that  accompany  divine  monarchy. 
The  juliice  of  the  war  made  againft  Holland  in  the  year 
1665,  the  probity  of  the  gentleman,  who,  without  parti- 
ality or  bribery,  ehofe  the  moft  part  of  the  officers  tliat 
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tarried  it  on ;  die  wifdom,  diligence,  and  valour,  ma- 
nifefted  in  the  condud,  and  the  glory  with  which  it  wa^ 
ended,  juflifies  all  that  our  author  can  fay  in  its  com- 
mendation. If  any  doubt  remains;  the  fubtilfy  of  making 
the  kii^  of  France  defire  that  the  Netherlands  might  be  ' 
an  acccfiion  to  his  ^rown ;  the  ingenious  ways  taken  by 
us  to  facilitate  the.conqueft  of  them  ^  the  induftry  of  our 
cmbaQadors,  in  diverting  the  Spaniards  from  entering 
into  the  war  till  it  was  too  late  to  recover  the  loflfes  fuf- 
tained ;  the  honourable  defign  upon  the  Smyrna  fleets 
and  our  franknefjs  in  taking  the  quarrel  upon  ourfclves  } 
together  with  the  important  figure  we  now  make  in 
Eurc^,  may  wholly  remove  it ;  and  in  confirmation  of 
bur  authors's  do6lrine,  Oie^i  that  princes  do  better  per* 
form  the  offices  that  require  wifdom,  induffay,  and  va- 
lour,, than  annual  magiffarates ;  and  do  more  feldom  err 
in  the  choice  of  officers^  than  fenatea  and  popular 
affelnbliefl. 


SECT.    xxii. 

There  is  no  affurance  that  the  diftempers  bf  aftatejbalt 

he  cured  by  the  wijdom  of  a  prince. 

«*  BUT,"  lays  our  author,-  "  the  virtue  and  wifdom 
^«  of  a  prince  fupplies  all.  Though  he  were  of  a  duller 
^  uiiderftanding,  by  ufe  and  experience  he  muft  needs 
^  excell  all."  Nature,  age,  or  fex,  are,  as  it  feems,  no- 
Aing  to  th^  tafe.  A  child  as  foon  as  he  comes  to  be 
4  litVf  hat  experience  \  the  head  of  a  fool  is  filled  with 
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firft  year  of  their  reign  or  life.  The  prcfent  kings  of 
Spain,  France,,  and.  Sweden,  came  to  the  crowns  they 
wear  before  the  Sixth  year  of  their  age ;  and  if  they  did 
then  furpafs  all  annual  magiflrates  in  wifdom  and  valour, 
Jt  was  by  a  peculiar  gift  of  God,  which^  for  any  thing 
we  know,  is  not  given  to  every  king,  and  it  was  not,  ufe 
and  experience  that  made  them  to  exccj.  If  it  be  pre- 
tended, that  this  experience,  with  the  wifdom  that  it 
gives,  comes  in  time,  and  by  degrees,  I  may  modeftly 
>afk,  what  time  is  required  to  render  a  prince  excellent  in 
'Wifdom  who  is  a  child  or  a  fool  i  And  who  will  give 
(ecurity  that  he  (hall  live  to  that  time,  or  that  the  king- 
dom (hall  not  be  ruined  in  the  time  of  his  folly  ?  I  may 
alfo  dpubt  how  our  author,  who  concludes,  that  every 
king,  in  time,  muft  needs  .become  excellent  in  wifdom, 
can  be  reconciled  to  Solomon,  who  in  preferring  a  wife 
child  before  an  old.and  foolilh  king  that  will  not  be  ad- 
vifed,  (hews  that  an  old  king  may  be  a  fool,  and  he 
that  will  not  be  advifed  is  one.  Some  are  fo  naturally 
brutifh  and  ftupid,  that  neither  education  nor  time  will 
.mend  them.  It  is  probable  that  Solomon  took  what  care 
he  could  to,in(faru£l  his  only  fon  Rehoboam ;  but  he  was 
certainly  a  fool  at  forty  years  of  age,  and  we  have  no 
reafon  to  believe  that  he  deferved  a  better  name.  He 
feems  to  have  been  the  very  fool  his  father  intended, 
.who,  thou^  brayed  in  a  mortar,  would  never  leave  his 
•folly :  he  would  not  be  advifed,  though  the  hand  of  God 
.was  againft  him  ;  ten  tribes  revolted  from  him,  ar>d  the 
.citjT  and  temple. was  pillaged  by  the  Egyptians.  Neither 
.experience  nor  affli^ions  could  mend  him,  and  he  is 
;  .     ^-  I  ^  called 
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caffedf  to  this  dty  by  Ms  <>#n  countryiAen  '^  (hiltit&r 
'<  gentium/'  I  might  oflTend  tender  years,  if  I  fluHiM 
alledge  all  the  examples  of  princes  mentioned  in  hiftorf , 
cr  known  in  our  o#n  age,  who  have  lived  and  died  afli 
Iboliih  and  incorrigiMe  as  he :  but  no  man,  I  prefume^ 
^iU  be  fcandaliised,  that  the  ten'  laft  kii%s  of  Meroveus*s 
race,  whom  the  French  hiflorians  call  **  les  roys  fiu« 
'<  neants,"  were  fo  far  from  excelling  other  men  in  un« 
derftanding,  that  they  lived  and  died  more  like  to  beafts 
than  men.  Nay  the  wifrfom  and  valour  of  Charles 
Martel  expired  in  his  grandchild  Chailes  the  Great ;  and 
his  poftcrity  grew  to  be  fo  fottifh,  that  the  French  nation 
muft  have  periihed  under  their  condud,  if  the  nobility 
and  people  had  not  rejedted  them,  and  placed  the  crown 
upon  a  more  deferving  head. 

This  is  as  much  as  is  neceflai]^  to  be  faid  to  the  ge^ 
neral  propofirion ;  for  it  is  falfc,  if  it  be  not  always  true ; 
and  no  conclufion  can  be  made  upon  it.  But  I  need  not 
be  fo  ftrid  with  our  author,  there  being  nD  orte  found 
part  in  his  aflertion.  Many  children  come  to  be  kings 
when  they  have  no  experience,  and  die,  or  are  depofed 
before  they  can  gain  any.  Many  are  by  nature  fo  fottidi, 
-that  they  can  learn  nothing :  others  falling  under  the  . 
power  of  women,  or  corrupt  favourites  and  lAiniAers,  ztt 
perfuaded  and  (educed  from  the  good  ways  to  which  their 
own  natural  underftanding  or  experience  might  lead 
them ;  the  evils  drawn  upon  themfelves,  or  their  fub« 
jc6^s,  by  the  errors  committed  in  the  time  of  their  ig« 
norance,  arc  often  grievous,  and  fometimes  irreparable, 
ihough  they  (hould  be  made  wife  by  time  aixi  experience. 

Aperfon 
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Jl  peifm  of  .loyal  birth^  and  excellent  wit,  wat  fo  (cnfi* 
Ue  of  this  as  CD  tell  ,inc,  «  that  the  condition  of  kings 
«•  was  moft  miferable,  inafmuch  as  they  never  heard 
**  truth  till  they  were  ruined  by  lyes ;  and  then  every 
^*  one  was  ready  to  tell  it  .to  them,  not  by  way  of  ad- 
«*  vice,  but  reproach,  and  rather  to  vent  their  own  fpite, 
V  Aan  to  feck  a  cemedy  tp  the^vUs  b/oight  upon  then), 
'<  and  the  people."  Others  s^ttain  to  qrowns  when  they 
f re  of  full  ag^  and  ha^ve  e^gperience  as  men,  though 
fione  as  kiiigs ;  auid  therefore  are  apt  to  commit  af  >gseat 
iniftakes  a^  children :  and,  upon  the  whole  matter^  all 
the  hiftories  of  the  world  fhew,  that,  inftead  of  this  pitb* 
Ibund  judgment,  and  iocom|>arab^  wiiidom>  which  our 
author  generally  8^hutC3  to  all  kings,  there  is  no  fort  o^ 
men  that  do  mqire  frequently  and  intirely  want  it. 

But  though  kings  we;re  always  wife  hj  natuix^  or  made 
to  be  fo  by  experience^  it  wowild  be  of  little  advantage  to 
pations  ui;>der  them^  Mi^efs  their  wifdom  were  pure^ 
perfed;  and  acpompapied  with  cleo^eQcy^  magnanimity^ 
|uftice,  valour,  ai)d  piety^  .Qur  ^ uthor  durft  hardly  have 
laid,  that  thcf^  virtues  pr  graces  are  gained  by  expe* 
dcnce,  or  annexed  by  God  to  any  rank  of  men  or  fami* 
lies.  He  gives  them  igirhere  l\c  pleafes  without  diftindtioa. 
Wc  fometimes  fee  thQfe  upon  thrones,  who  by  God  and 
nature  feem  to  have  been  deiigned  for  the  moQ  fordid 
offices ;  and  thofe  have  been  known  to  pafs  ^eir  lives  ii^ 
meannefs  and  poverty,  who  had  all  the  qualities  that 
cpuld  be  deiired  in  princes.  Theie  i3  likewife  a  kind  of 
ability  to  difpatch  fome  fort  of  affairs,  that  princes  who 
GpntiDue  long  in  a  throne  may  to  a  degree  acquire  ox  \v^ 
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creafc.  Some  men  take  this  for  wifdom ;  but  K.  James 
more  rightly  called  it  by  tKc  name  of  "  king-craft  ;** 
and  as  it  principally  confifts  in  difiTimulation,  and  the  arts 
of  working  upon  mens  paflion^,  vanttios,  private  irtterefts, 
or  vices,  to  make  them  for  the  moft  part  inArumcnts  of 
Aiifchief,  it  has  the  advancement  or  fecurtty  of  their 
own  perfons  for  its  objedt ;  is  frequently  cxercifed  with 
all  the  cxccfltes  of  pride,  avarice,  treachery,  and  cruelty ;' 
and  no  men  have  been  ever  found  more  notorioufly  to 
defied  from  all  that  deferves  praife  in  a  prince,  or  a  gen- 
tleman, than  thofe  that  have  moft  excelled  in  it.  Pha- 
rafmenes  king  of  Iberia  ts  recorded  by  Tacitus  to  have 
been  well  verfed  in  this  fcience  *.  His  brother  Mi thri- 
dates  king  of  Arn^inia  had  married  his  daughter,  and 
given  his  own  daughter  to  Rhadamiftus  fon  of  Pharaf- 
mcncs.  He  had  fomc  contefts  with  Mithridates ;  but, 
by  the  help  of  thefe  mutual  alliances,  nearncfs  of  blood, 
the  diligence  of  Rhadamiftus,  and  an  oath,  ftrengthencd 
with  all  the  ceremonies  that  amongft  thofe  nations  were 
efteemcd  moft  facred,  not  to  ufe  arms  or  poifon  againft 
him,  all  was  compofcd  ;  and,  by  this  means  getting  him 
into  his  power,  he  ftifled  him  with  a  great  weight  of 
doaths  thrown  upon  him,  killed  his  children,  and  not 
long  after  his  own  fon  Rhadamiftus  alfo.  Louis  the 
felcventh  of  France,  James  the  Third  of  Scotland, 
Henry  the  Seventh  of  England,  were  great  mafters  of 
thcfe  arts ;  and  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  hiftory, 
will  eafily  judge,  how  happy  nations  would  be,  if  all 
kings  did  in  time  certainly  learn  them. 

•  Tacit.  Ann.  I.  xi.  xii. 
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O^nr  audior,  as  t  fiuther  tcdimony  of  Kis  judgments^ 
having  faid  that  kings  mud  needs  excel  others  in  undcF»> 
flanding^  and  grounded  his  dcx^ine  upon  their  profound 
wifdom,  imputes  to  them  thoCb  "  bafe  apd  panic  Fears,** 
which  are  inconfiftent  with  it,  or  any  royal  virttie;  and 
to  carry  his  point  higher,  tells  us,  "  There  is  no  ty- 
*'  rant  fo  bari>ar<)ufly  wicked,  but  his  own  reafon  and 
^  fenfe  will  tcU  him,  that  though  he  be  a  God,  yet  he 
<*  Bhuft  die  IJk^  a  man ;  and  that  there  is  not  the  meancft 
«  of  his  fubjeds,  but  may  find  a  means  fo  revenge 
**  himfelf  of  the  injuries  offered  him;  "  and  from  thence 
concludes,  that  "  there  is  no  fuch  tyranny  as  that  of  a 
**  multitude,  which  is  fubjedt  to  no  fuch  fears."  But  it 
Acre  be  fuch  a  thing  in  the  world,  as  a  barbarous  and 
wicked  tyrant,  he  is  fomething  different  from  a  king,  or 
the  fame ;  and  his  wifdom  is  con fi (lent  or  inconfiftent 
with  barbarity,  wickedncfs,  and  tyranny.  If  there  be 
no  diflfcrcnce,  the  praifes  he  giVcs,  and  the  rights  he 
afcribes  to  the  one,  belong  alio  to  the  other:  and  the 
excellency  of  wifdom  may  confift  with  barbarity,  wick- 
^dnefs,  tyranny,  and  the  panic  fears  that  accompany 
them  ;  which  hitherto  have  been  thought  to  comprehend 
the  utmofl  excefles  of  folly  and  madnefs :  and  I  know  no 
better  teflimony  of  the  truth  of  that  opinion,  tlian  that 
wifdom  always  diftinguifhing  good  from  evil,  and  being 
fecn  only  ill  the  reflitude  of  that  diftindlion,  in  foltow- 
ing  and  adhering  to  the  good,  rejedling  that  which  is 
evil,  preferring  fafcty  before  danger,  happinefs  before 
mifery,  and  in  knowing  rightly  how  to  ufe  the  means  of 
attaining  or  preferving  the  one,  and  jMrcvcnting  or  avoid- 
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ing  dvs  other,  there  eannoc  be  a  moie  extnvagwt  devi« 
ation  from  reafoh,  than  for  a  man  who  in  a  private  oon« 
dition  mighr  live  fafiely  and  happily,  to  invade  a  prind* 
pality;  or  if  he  be  a  prince,  who  by  governing  with 
juflicie  and  clemency  might  obtain  the  inward  fatitfa£tioa 
of  hit  own  mind,  hope  for  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  his 
juft  and  virtuous  afHons,  acquire  tfie  love  and  praifes  ot 
inen,  and  live  in  fafety  and' happinefs  iunohgft  hitfafe 
and  happy  (ubjefts,  to  fall  into  that  barbarity,  wicked^ 
nefs,  and  tyranny,  which  brings  upon  him  the  difpleafurcf 
of  God,  and  deteflation  of  tnen,  and  which  is  alwayi 
attendcfl  with  thofe  bafc  and  panic  fears,  that  compre^ 
tend  all  that  is  (hameful  and  miferable.  This  being 
perceived  by  Machiavel,  he  could  not  think,  that  any 
man  in  his  fenfes  would  not  rather  be  a  Scipio  than  a 
Caeiar*;  or,  if  he  came  to  be  a  prince,  would  not  rather 
chufe  to  imitate  Agelilaus,  Timoleon,  or  Dion,  than 
KabiS|  Phalaris,  or  Dionyfius  ;  and  imputes  the  contrary 
choice  to  inadnefs.  Ncverthelefs,  it  is  too  weil  known, 
that  many  of  our  author's  profound  wife  men  in  the 
depth  of  their  ju(}gment,  made  perfect  by  ufe  and  expe^ 
rience,  have  fajlpn  into  it. 

'  If  there  be  a  diffei'cnce  between  this  barbarous  wicked 
tyrant,  and  a  king,  yre  are  to  examine  who  is  the  tyrant, 
and  who  the  king ;  for  the  name  conferred  or  aiTumed 
cannot  niake  a  king,  unlefs  he  be  one.  '  He  who  is  not 
jj^king,  can  have  no  title  to  the  rights  belonging  to  him 

^ho  is  truly  a  king :  fo  that  a  (KOple  >yho  find  themfclves 
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•  piCcorf.  fopral  T.  Liv.  1.  i,  c.  lO. 
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mtckpdity  and  barbarouil;  oppreflcd  by  a  tfrai^,  may  dcr 
JRroy  him,  and  his  granny/  without  giving  offence  to  any 
king. 

But  it  is  ftrange  diat  Fihner  ihould  fpcA  of  the  bar-r 
tnrity  and  wickednefs  of  a  tyrant,  who  looks  upon  the 
world  to  be  the  patrimony  of  one  man;  and,  for  the 
foundation  of  his  do6trine,  aflerts  fuch  a  power  in  every 
one  that  makes  himfelf  mafter  of  any  part,  as  cannot  be 
limited  by  any  law.  His  title  is  not  to  be  quef^ioned ; 
-ufurpation  and  violence  confer  an  inconteftable  rights 
the  exercife  of  his  power  is  no  more  to  be  difputed  than 
the  acquiiition :  his  will  is  a  law  to  his  fubje6ts :  and  no 
law  can  be  impof(^d  by  them  upon  his  conduA.  For  if 
thefe  things  be  true,  I  know  not  how  any  man  could 
ever  p€  called  a  tyrant,  that  name  having  never  been 
given  tp  any,  unleis  for  ufurping  a  power  that  did  not 
belong  to  him,  or  an  unjud  exercife  of  that  which  ha4 
been  conferred  upon  him,  and  violating  the  laws  which 
ought  to  be  a  rule'  to  him.  It  is  alfo  had  to  imagine  how 
any  man  can  be  called  barbarous  and  wicked^  if  he  be 
obliged  by  no  law  biit  that  of  his  own  pleafure ;  for  w^ 
have  no  other  notion  of  wrong,  than  that  it  is  a  breach  of 
the  law  which  determines  what  is  right.  If  the  lives 
and  goods  of  fubjeds  depend  upon  the  will  of  the  prince^ 
and  he  in  his  profound  wifdom  preferve  them  only  to  be 
)>eneficial  to  himfelf,  they  can  have  no  other  right  than 
what  he  gives,  and  without  injudice  may  retain  when  he 
thinks  fit :  if  there  be  no  wrong,  there  can  be  no  juft  re- 
vcpgc\  and  be  that  pretends  to  feek  it,  is  not  a  free  maq 
^  *  vindicating 
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vindicating  hi^r  right,  but  «  perveifc  ffiivc  rifhig  up. 
againft  his  mafter*  But  if  there  be  ftic^h  a  thiilg  as  a 
barbarous  and  wicked  tyrant,  there  mud  he  a  rule  re- 
lating to  the  acquifition  and  exercife  of  r>i-  power,  by 
which  he  may  be  diftinguiihed  from  a  j lift  king ;  artd  t 
hw  fupertor  to  his  wiU,  by  the  violation  of  which  he 
becomes  barbarous  and  wicked. 

Though  our  author  fo  for  forgets  himfelf,  to  confefs 
this  to  be  true,  he  fecks  to  dcftroy  the  fruics  of  it  by  fuch 
flattery  as  comprehends  all  that  is  moft  dcteflable  in  pro* 
lanenefs  and  blafphcmy,  and  gives  the  nam:!  of  gods  to 
the  moft  execrable  of  men.  lit  may  by  (wl:  j  .r.gunge 
defervc  the  name  of  Hcylin's  difciple  ;  but  vv;:l  -nd  fc\t 
among  the  heathens  fo  bafely  fervilc,  or  fo  boldly  im- 
pious. Though  Claudius  Cnefar  was  a  drunken  foi,  and 
tranfportcd  with  the  extravagance  of  his  fortune,  he  de- 
tcftcd  the  impudence  of  his  prcdccciror  Ciligula  (who 
aifedted  that  title),  and  in  his  refcript  to  the  procurator  of 
Judea,  gives  it  no  better  name  than  "  turpcm  Caii  inr 
^*  faniam.".  For  this  reafon  it  was  rejcded  by  all  his 
pagan  fucceflbrs,  who  were  not  as  furioufly  wjckcd  :is  h.Cv- 
'yet  Filmer  has  thought  fit  to  renew  it,  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind,  and  tlic  glory  of  the  chriftian  religion. 
.  I  know  not  irhcthcr  thefe  extreme  and  barbarous  errors 
of  our  author  are  to  be  imputed  to  wickcdncfs  or  m^d- 
nefs  ;  or  whether,  to  favc  the  pains  of  a  diftinvilion,  they 
may  not  rightly  be  f»iid  to  be  the  fame  thing;  but 
nothing  Icfs  than  the  cxcefs  of  both  could  induce  him  to 
attribute  any  tiling  of  got>d  to  the  fears  of  a  tyrant,  fince 
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dicy  arc  the  chief  c:iufes  of  all  the  niifchicfs  he  docs. 
Tcrtullian    fays    they  they  are    "    metu  quam  furore 
"  faeviores;"  and  Tacitus,  fpeaking  of  a  moft  wicked  • 
king,  fays,  that  he  did  **  fa^vitiam  ignaviae  ohtenderc  J  ;" 
and  wc  do  not  more  certainly  find,  that  cowards  are  the 
cruclleft  of  men,  than  thnt  wickednrfs  n^akcs  them  cow- 
ards ;   that  every  man's  fwrs  bear  a  proportion  with  his 
guilt,   and   with  the  number,  virtue,    and  ftrength,  of, 
thofe  he  has  offended.     He  who  ufurps  a  power  over  all, 
or  abufes  a  truft  rcpofed  in  him  by  all,  in  the  higheft 
xneafure  offends  all ;    he  fears  and  hates  thofe  he  has 
offended,  and  to  fecure  himfelf,    aggravates  the  former 
injuries :    when  thefe  are  public,  they  beget  a  univerfal 
hatred,    and  every  man  dtfircs  to  extinguifh  a  mifchief 
that  threatens  ruin  to  all.     This  will  always  be  terrible 
to  one  that  knows  he  has  deferved  it ;  and  when  thofe  he 
dreads  are  the  body  of  the  pco[)le,  nothing  but  a  public 
deftru<5lion  can  fatisfy  his  rage,  and  appeafe  his  fears. 

I  wi(h  I  could  agree  with  Filmcr,  in  exempting  mul- 
titudes from  fears ;.  for  they  having  fcldom  committed 
any  injufticc,  unlefs  through  fear,  would,  as  far  as  hu- 
jman  frugality  permits,  be  free  from  it.  Though  the 
Attic  oftracifm  was  not  an  extreme  punifhment,  I  know 
hothing  ufually  pradifed  in  any  commonwealth,  that 
did  fo  much  favour  of  injufticc:  but  it  proceeded  folely 
from  a  fea^  that  one  man,  though  in  appearance  virtuous 

,  ♦  Gotarrcs.  Tac.  Ann.  I.  xii.  c.  lO. 

f  The  wor^i  in  Taciios  arc  fomcwhai  diFicrrnt,  ♦'  dum  focors  domi, 
;«  bcUis  infaullus,"  "  icnaviam  s.tviTiA  tsoat;"  which  ^vc  quiLC 
|taodier  ttak,  and  very  forci^  to  the  point. 

whot\ 


jflien  he  came  to  be  raifed  top  much  above  his  fdOoWj 
icitizensy  might  b^  tempted  Co  invade  the  public  liberty. 
We  do  not  find,  that  the  Athenians,  or  any  other  free 
cities,  ever  inji^ed  any  man,  unlefs  through  furh  a  jea« 
loufy,  or  the  perjury  of  ^itnefies,  by  which  the  bcft  trir 
bunals  th^t  ever  werc^  or  (ran  be  eftablUhed  in  the 
world,  may  be  mifled  ;  an^  no  ijnjuftice  coi^ld  be  appre;- 
bended  frc^  a^y,  if  they  did  not  ^U  into  fgch  ksurs. 

But  though  multitudes  may  have  fears  as  well  as  ty- 
irants,  the  caufes  and  ciFcds  of  them  are  very  drfFercntp 
A  people,  in  relation  to  dofneftic  affairs,  can  defire  nor- 
thing but  liberty,  and  neith/er  hate  or  fear  any  but  fuel} 
as  do,  or  would,  as  they  fufpefl,  deprive  them  of  that 
happinefs:  their  endeavours  to  fecure  that  feldom  hurt 
any  except  fuch  as  invade  their  rights;  and  if  they  err, 
the  iniftakc  is  for  the  moft  part  difcovercd  before  it  pro- 
duce any  mifchief ;  and  the  greatcft  that  .ever  camp  that 
way,  was  the  death  of  one  or  a  few  men.  f'hcir  hatred 
and  defire  of  revenge  can  go  no  farther  than  the  fcnfe  of 
the  injury  received  or  feared,  and  is  extinguifhed  by  thp 
death  or  banlfhmcnt  of  the  pcrfons  \  as  may  be  gathered 
from  the  examples  of  the  Tarquiiis,  decemviri,  Caflius, 
Melius,  and  Manlius  Capitoliaus.  Ife  therefore  that 
would  know  whether  the  hatred  and  fea)r  of  a  tyrant,  or 
of  a  people,  prod  ucfps  the  greater  mi fchiefs|  needs  oply  to 
ponfidcr,  whether  it  be  better,  that  the  tyrant  deftroy  the 
f.cople,  or  that  the  people  deftroy  the  tyrant ;  or  at  the 
worft,  wheilier  one  that  is  fufpedted  of  afFeding  the  ty- 
ranny (hould  pcrifli,  or  a  whole  people,  amongft  whpm 
very  many  are  certainly  innocent ;  and  experience  (hews^ 


tfiat  (uch  art  always  firft  fought  out  to  be  dedfoycd  for  be- 
ing fo :  popular  furies  or  fears,  how  irregular  or  unjuft  fo-^ 
ever  they  may  be,  can  exten'c^  no  fiuther ;  general  cala« 
mities  can  otAj  be  brought  upon  a  people  by  thofe  wlk> 
are  enemies  to  the  whole  body,  which  can  nevc^  be  thtf 
multitude,  for  they  are  that  body.  In  all  other  refpeds^ 
the  fears  that  render  a  tyrant  cruel,  render  a  people  gen- 
fit  and  caiutioa^;  for  every  fingle  man  knowing  him(clf 
to  be  of  little  foi^er,  tiot  only  fears  to  do  injuftice  be- 
caufe  it  may  be  revenged  upon  his  perfon,  by  him,*  or  hU 
friends,  kindred,  and  relations,  that  fufl^rs  it ;  but  bd- 
caufe  it  tends  to  the  overthrow  of  the  government,  whiefi 
comprehends  all  public  and  private  concernments,  and 
which  every  man  knows  cannot  fublid  unlefs  it  be  fi> 
tafy  and  gentle,  as  to  be  pleafing  to  thofe  who  ai^e  tfie 
beft,  a^  haVd  the  greateft  powef :  and  as  the  public  cori« 
fiderattons  divert  them  from  doing  thofe  injuries  that  ma^^ 
bring  immediate  prejudice  to  the  public,  fo  there  are 
ihrid  laws  to  reftrain  all  fuch  as  would  do  private  injuties* 
If  neither  the  people  nor  the  nngidratcs  of  Venice, 
Switzerland,  and  Holland,  commit  fuch  extravagancies 
as  are  ufual  in  other  places,  it  does  not  perhaps  proceed 
frnm  the  temper  of  thofe  nations  different  from  others^ 
but  from  a  knowledge,  thatt  whofoever  offers  an  injury  to 
a  private  perfon,  or  attempts  a  public  mifchicf,  is  ex- 
poitd  to  the  impartial  and  inexorable  po^er  of  the  law  i 
whereas  the  chief  work  of  an  abfolute  monarch  is  to 
^ce  himfelf  above  die  law,  and  thereby  rendering  him- 
ielf  the  author  of  all  the  evils  that  the  people  fuf&r^  k  it 
abfurd  to  expeA  that  he  (hould  remove  them.. 
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J  monarchy  cannot  ie  will  regJiiaUd,  unlefs  the  powers  of 
the  monarch  are  UmiUd^  law. 

OUR  author's  next  ftq)  is  i^t  ooly  ^p  Jrejed.  popular 
•^vernmentSy  but  all  (|)c]:i  monarchies  as  ;|ie  not  abfolute*  * 
**  for  if  the  king,"  fays  he,  ".  a(Jmits  the  people  to, be  hi» 
companions,  he  leaves  to  be  a  king."  T^ii^  is  the  lan- 
guage of  French  lackeys,  valet^de^hambrcs,  taylors,  ^d 
others  like  them  in  wifdom,  learning,  and  policy,  who 
when  they  fly  to  England  for  fear  of  a  well-deferved 
gaily,  gibbet,  or  wheel,  are  ready  to  fay,  "  II  faut  que 
**  le  roit  foit  abfolu,  autrement  il  n'eft  point  roy.'*  And 
finding  no  better  men  to  agree  with  Filmer  in  this  fublime 
^philofophy,  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  do  not  follow  them, 
till  I  am  convinced  in  thefe  enfuing  points. 

1.  It  fecms  abfurd  to  fpeak  of  kings  admitting  the  no- 
bility or  people  to  part  of  the  government:  for  though 
there  may  be,  and  arc,  nations  without  kings,  yet  no  man 
can  conceive  a  king  without  a  people.  Thefe  muft  Yie- 
celfarily  have  all  the  power  originally  in  themfelves;  and 
though  kings  may  and  often  have  a  power  of  granting 
honours,  immunities,  and  privileges,  to  private  men  or 
corporations,   he  docs  it  only  out  of   the  public  (lock, 

.which  he  is  entrufted  to  diftribute;  but  can  give  no- 
thing to  the  people,  who  give  to  him  all  that  he  can 
rightly  have. 

2.  It  is  ftrange,   that  he  who  frequently  cites  Arif- 

totlc 


totie  and  Plato,  ihould  .unluckily  acknowledge,  fuoh 
only  to  be  kings  as  they  call  tyrants,  and  deny  the 
name  of  king  to  thofe,  who,  in  their  opinion,  are  the 
only  king. 

3.  I  cannot  underftand  why  the  Scripture  (hould  call 
thofe  kings  whofe  powers  were  limited,  if  they  only  arc 
kings  who  are  abiqlute ;  or  why  Mofes  did  appoint,  diat 
the  power  of  kings  in  lirael  fhould  be  limited  (if  they  ic- 
folved  to  have  diem*},  if  that  limitation  deftroyed  the 
being  of  a  king* 

4.  And  laftly,  how  he  knows,  that  in  the  kingdoms 
which  have  a  (hew  of  popularity,  the  power  is  wholly  in 
the  king. 

The  firft  point  was  proved  when  we  examined  the  be- 
ginning of  monarchies,  and  found  it  impofllble  that  there 
could  be  any  thing  of  juftice  in  them,  unlefs  they  were 
eftabliflied  by  the  common  confent  of  thofe  who  were  to 
live  under  them ;  or  that  they  could  make  any  fuch  eda- 
ment,  unlets  the  right  and  power  were  in  them. 

Secondly,  Neither  Plato  nor  Ariftotlc  acknowledge 
either  reafon  or  judice  in  the  power  of  a  monarch  unlefs 
he  has  more  of  the  virtues  conducing  to  the  good  of  .the 
civil  Ibciety  than  all  thofe  who  compofe  it :  and  employ 
diem  £)r  the  public  advantage,  and  hot  to  his  own  pleafure 
and  profit,  as  being  fet  up  by  thofe  who  fcek  their^own 
good,  for  no  other  reafon  than  that  he  (hould  prOcure  it. 
To  this  end  a  law  is  fet  as  a  rule  to  him,  and  the  bed 
men,  that  is  fuch  as  are  mod  like  to  himfelf,  inade  to  be 

^        *  -  m 

•  l)cut.  XV ii. 
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hUaflifhnts  bccaufcj  %  they,  *^  lex  eft  mcrffe  fTrte  affe<£^i1| 
^<  &  quafi  deus  * ;"  whereas  the  heft  of  men  have  dlefr  af* 
ftdions  arid  paffiohls^ .  and  ave  fdbjeft  to,  be  mifled  bf 
ftem :  which  (hews,  that  as  the  monarch  is  nojt  for  bii^-* 
fdfy  nor  by  himfelf,  h<e  does  notgiv^i  but  receive  power, 
nor  admit  cjthers  to  the  partidpttiori  of  it/  but  ti  by  them 
admitted  to  iirhat  he'  hasJ  Whereupon  A€y  conclude, 
dial  to  prefer  the  abfolute  power  of  a  man,*  as  in  thdfe 
governments  which  they  csdl  /<  batbaroriim  regna^'^ 
before  the  regular  government  of  kings  joftlyexercifii^a 
|H>wer  inftittited  by  law,  and  dite€tcd  to  the  public  good,- 
is  to  choofe  rather  to  be  fubj^  to  the  Idft  of  a  b^ft,  than 
to  be  governed  by  a.  God.  And  becaufe  fuch  a  choice 
can  only  be  made  by  a  beaft,  I  leave  our  author  to  find 
t  defcriptioil  of  himfelf  in  their  books,  which  he  fo  often 
dtes. 

Bat  if  Artftotlc  dclcfve  credit,  the  prince^  who  reign 
fo^  thebifelves  and  not  for  the  people^  preferring  their 
pwn  plcafure  or  profit  before  (he  public,  becoftie  tyrants ; 
which,  in  his  language,  is,  enemies  to  God  and  man. 
On  this  account  Boccalini  introduces  the  princes  of 
Europe  raifing  a  mutiny  againft  him  in  ParnafTus,  fOr 
giving  (uch  definitions  of  tyrants  as  they  faid  Compre* 
hended  them  all  ^  and  forcing  the  poor  philofopher  to  de- 
clare by  a  new  de^oition,  that  t  ^<  tyrants  were  certain 
.;•  mea  of  antient  times,  whofc  race  is  now  extinguifhed.** 

«  Pitt.  1^  teg.  ArUt  Polit. 

f  Che  t  tirnmii  furono  certi  huomini  del  tempo  antlco  de  i  quaH  ho^ 
ti^  ^  o  pcf diia  la  raiUL    Bocca}.  Rag.  dt  Parov 
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fiut  With  ail  his  T«^it  and  learning  he  could  not  give  i  rea- 
fon  why  thofc  who  do  the  fame  things  that  rendered 
the  antient  tyrants  deteftablc,  fliould  not  be  fo  alfo  in  our 
days. 

In  the  third  place^  the  Scripture's  declnre  the  neceflity 
of  fctting  bounds  to  thofe  who  are  placed  in  the  highcft 
dignities.  Mofes  feems  to  have  had  as  great  abilities  as 
any  mart  that  ever  lived  in  the  world ;  but  he  alone  was 
not  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  government,  and  there- 
fore God  Appointed  feventy  chofcn  men  to  be  his  afliftants. 
This  was  a  perpetual  law  to  Ifrael ;  and  as  no  king  was 
to  have  niore  power  thari  Mofes,  or  more  abilities  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  his  office,  none  Could  be  exempted 
from  the  neceflity  of  wanting  the  like  helps.  Our  author 
therefore  muft  confcfs,  that  they  arc  kings  who  have 
them,  or  that  kingly  government  is  contrary  to  the  Scrip- 
tures. When  God  by  Mofes  gave  liberty  to  his  people 
to  make  a  king,  he  did  it  under  thefe  conditions  ♦.  "  He 
"  muft  be  one  of  their  brethren :  they  muft  chufe  him : 
**  he  muft  not  multiply  gold,  filver,  wives,  or  horfcs: 
'*  he  muft  not  lift  up  his  heart  above  his  brethren."  And 
Jofephus  paraphrafing  upon  the  place,  fays,  "  He  ftiall 
**  do  nothing  without  the  advice  of  the  fanhedrin  ;  or  if 
•<  he  do,  they  (hall  oppofe  him  t."  This  agrees  with  the 
confeffion  of  Zedekiah  to  the  princes  (which  was  the 
fanhedrin},  "  The  kllig  can  do  nothing  without  you^ ;" 
and  feems  to  have  been  in  purfuance  of  the  law  of  the 
kingdom,  which  was  written  in  a  book,  and  laid  up  be- 

♦  Deut.  xvit.  +  Juf.  Ant.  Ju«L  f,  Jcr.  xxxviii. 
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fore  the  Lord  ;  and  could  not  but  agrs?c  with  that  of 
Mofes,  unlcfs  they  fpake  by  difftrcnt  ipirits,  or  that  the 
fpirit  by  whicli  they  did  fpeak  wis  fubjedl  to  error  or 
change:  and  the  whole  feriesof  God's  law  fhcws,.that 
the  pride,  magnificence,  pomp,  and  glory  ufurped  by  thcif 
kings,  was  utterly  contrary  to  the  will  of  God.  They, 
did  lift  up  their  hearts  above  their  brethren,  which  was- 
forbidden  by  the  law.  All  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  and  mod 
of  the  kings  of  Judah,  utterly  rejc<Sed  it,  and  every  one 
of  them  did  very  much  depart  from  the  obfervation  of  it. 
I  will  not  deny,  that  the  people  in  their  inditution  of  a 
king  intended  they  (Would  do  fo:  they  had  done  it  them- 
fclves,  and  would  have  a  king  that  might  uphold  them  in 
their  difobcdience;  they  were  addided  ta  the  idolatry  of 
their  accurfed  neighbours,  and  defired  that  government 
by  which  it  was  maintained  amongd  them..  In  doing- 
this  they  did  not  rcjedl  Samuel ;  but  they  rcjedled  God, 
that  he  ftiould  not  reign  over  them.  They  might  perhaps 
believe,  that,  unlefs  their  king  were  fuch  as  the  law  did- 
not  permit,  he  would  not  perform  what  they  intended;  or 
that  the  name  of  king  did  nU  belong  to  him,  unlefs  he 
had  a  pf>wcr  that  the  law  denied.  Biic  fince  God  and  his 
prophets  give  the  name  of  king  to  the  chief  magiilrate, 
cn;1owed  witii  a  power  that  was  retrained  within  very 
narrow  limits,  whom  they  miglit  without  offence  fet  up, 
we  iilfo  may  fafely  give  the  f:mic  tonhofc  of  the  fame  na- 
turc,  whether  it  pleafe  Filmer  or  not. 

4.  The  pra6lice  of  moft  nations,  and  (I  may  truly  fay) 
of  all  that  defcrve  imitation,  has  been  as  directly  con- 
trary to  ihc  abfolute  power  of  one  man,  as  their  conftitu- 

tions; 
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Aoti&:  CT  if  the  original  of  many  governmentSL^^  lie  hid  in 
the  impenetrable  darkpefs  of  antiquity,  their  progrefs 
may  fcrvc  to  (hew  the  intention  of  the  founders.  Atif- 
totle  feems  to  thiiik,  that  the  firft  monarchs,  having  been 
chofen  for  their  virtue,  ti^ere  little  retrained  in  the  exer- 
dfe  of  their  power;  but  that  they,  or  their  children,  fall- 
ing into  corruption  and  pride,  grew  odious ;  and  that  na- 
tions did  on  that  account  either  aboUfh  their  authority,  or 
create  fenates,  and  other  magiftrates,  who,  having  part 
of  the  power  might  keep  them  in  order.  The  Spartan 
kings  were  certainly  of  this  nature ;  and  the  Perfian,  till 
ihey  conquered  Babyloni  Nay,  I  may  fafely  fay,  that 
neither  the  kings  which  the  frantic  people  fet  up  in  oppo- 
lition  to  the  law  of  God,  nor  thofe  of  the  bordering  na- 
tions, whole  example  they  chofe  to  follow,  had  that  ab- 
folute  power  which  our  author  attributes  to  all  kings  a^ 
Infeparable  from  the  ndme;  Achifti  the  Philiftine  loved 
and  admired  David;  he  looked  upon  him  as  ah  angel  of 
God ;  and  promifed  that  he  fhould  be  the  keeper  of  his 
head  for  ever;  but  when  the  princes  fufpeded  him,  and 
laid  "  He  (hall  not  go  down  with  us  to  battle  *,"  he  was 
Obliged  to  difmifs  him.  This  Was  not  the  language  of 
flaves,  but  of  thofe  who  had  a  great  part  in  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  king's  fubmiflion  to  their  will  ihews,  that 
he  was  more  like  to  the  kings  of  Sparta,  than  to  ah  ab- 
solute monarch,  who  does  whatever  pleafes  him.  I  know 
hot  whether  the  Spartans  were  defcendcd  from  the  He- 
prews^  as  fome  think  ;  but  th^ir  kings  were  under  a  re- 

*  1  %m,  xxix. 
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gulartionmuch  like  tliatof  thcxvii  of  Deut.  though  they  ha  J 
two :  their  fcnate  of  twenty-eight,  and  the  cphori,  had  a 
power  h'Icc  to  that  of  the  f^mdcdrin  ;  and  by  tlicm  kings 
were  condemned  to  ^nc%,  imprifonmcnr,  banifhrncnt,  and 
death >  as  appears  by  the  examples  of  Paufanlas,  Clony* 
mus,  LconJdasj  Ag»s,  and  others.  The  Hebrew  difci- 
pline  was  the  fame  ;  "  Regcs  Davidieae  ftirpis,**  fays 
Maimonides,  "  judicabant  &judjcabantur*/*  They  gave 
tefttmony  in  judgment  when  they  were  called|  and  tefti- 
mony  was  given  againft  them;  whereas  the  kings  of 
Ifrael,  as  the  fame  author  fays,  were  **  fupcrbi,  corde 
**  dati,  &fpretoreslegis,  ncc  jydicabant,  nccjudicaban- 
•*  turt;  proudj  Infolent,  and  contemners  of  the  law, 
wlio  would  neither  judge,  nor  fubmit  to  jtidgmcnt  as  the 
!aw  CTimmanried*  Tiic  fruits  they  gathered  were  fuitabic 
to  the  fcf'd  thty  had  fown:  their  crimes  were  not  left  un- 
pumlTicd  :  they  who  del|iif€d  the  huv,  were  deftroycd  with- 
out law  ;  and  when  no  ordinary  courfe  could  be  taken  againft 
them  for  their  cxceffes,  they  were  overthrown  by  force, 
and  the  crown  within  the  fpace  of  a  few  years  tranfported 
into  nine  feveral  families,  with  the  utter  extirpation  of 
thofe  tlvat  had  poflelTed  it.  On  the  other  hand,  tlicrc  ne- 
ver was  any  fcdhion  againft  the  Spartan  kings ;  and  after 
the  moderate  difcipline,  according  to  which  they^  lived, 
was  eftablifticd,  none  of  them  died  by  the  hands  of  tlieir 
fubjedls,  except  only  two,  who  were  put  to  death  in  a  way 
of  jufticc:  the  kingdom  continued  in  the  fame  races,  till 
Cloomcncs  was  defeated  by  Antigonus,  and  the  geverrv- 

*  More  Ncvochim.  f  Ibid* 
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mcnt  cn'CTthrown  by  the  infolence  of  the  Macedonians. 
This  gave  occalion  to  thofe  beftial  tyrants  Nabis  and  Ma* 
dianidas  to  fet  up  fuch  a  government  as  our  authof  re- 
commends  to  the  worlds  which  immediately  brought  de- 
ffauftion  upon  themfelves,  and  the  whole  city.  The 
Germans^  who  pretended  to  be  defccndcd  from  the  Spar- 
tans, had  the  like  government.  Their  princes,  according  to 
their  merit  had  the  credit  of  pcrfuading,  not  the  power 
of  commanding*;  and  the  qucAion  was  not,  what  part 
of  the  government  their  kings  would  allow  to  the  nobility 
a«d  people,  but  what  they  would  give  to  their  kings;  and  - 
it  is  not  much  material  to  our  prcfent  difpute,  whether 
they  learnt  this  from  fome  obfcure  knowledge  of  the  law 
which  God  gave  to  his  people,  or  whether,  led  by  the 
light  of  reafon*  which  is  alfo  from  God,  they  difeovered 
what  was  altogether  coriformable  to  that  law;  Whoever 
underftands  the  affairs  of  Germany,  knows  that  the  pre- 
fent  emperors,  notwithftanding  their  haughty  title,  have 
a  power  limited  as  in  the  days  of  Tacitus.  If  diey  are 
good  and  wife,  they  may  pcrfuade ;  but  they  can  com-r 
mand  no  farther  than  the  law  allows.  They  do  not  ad- 
mit the  princes,  noblemen,  and  cities,  to  the  power 
which  they  all  exercife  in  their  general  diets,  and  each  of 
diem  within  their  own  prccindts ;  but  they  exercife  that 
which  has  been  by  public  confent  bcitowcd  upon  them. 
All  the  kingdoms  peopled  from  the  north  obferved  the 
fame  rules.  In  all  of  them  the  powers  were  divided  be- 
t^'ccn  the  kings,  the  nobility,   clergy,  and  commons; 

*  Tacit,  dcmorib.  Gcim. 
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and  by  tTie  decrees  of  councils,  diets,  p^rli^mentfr  cortezf 
and  affcmblies  of  cfbtes,  authonEy  and  liberty  were  fa 
balanced,  that  fuch  princes  aj?  alTumed  to  thcmfclves  more 
than  the  law  did  permit,  were  fevercly  pyniilied ;  and 
thofc  who  did  by  force  or  fraud  invade  thrones,  were  by 
force  thrown  down  from  them. 

This  was  equally  beneficial  to  kings  and  people.  The 
powers,  as  Tbeopompus  king  of  Sparta  faid,  were  mod 
fafe,  when  they  were  leafl  envied  and  hated,  Lfwis  the 
Eleventh  of  France  w^^  one  of  the  firft  that  broke  this 
golden  chain ;  and,  by  more  fnbtil  arts  than  had  been 
fbrmcrly  known,  fub verted  the  laws,  by  which  the  fury 
of  thofe  kings  had  been  reftrained,  and  taught  others  to 
do  the  like ;  though  all  of  them  have  not  fo  wcil  faved 
themfelvcs  from  punifliment.  James  the  Third  of  Scot- 
land was  one  of  his  moft  apt  fcholars ;  and  Buchanan  *, 
in  his  life,  fays,  •<  that  he  was  precipitated  into  all  man- 
"  ner  of  infamy  by  men  of  the  moft  abjcA  condition  ; 
"  that  the  corruption  of  thofe  times,  and  the  ill  example 
f*  of  neighbouring  princes,  were  confiderable  motives  to 
<<  pervert  him :  for  Edward  the  Fourth  of  England, 
**  Charles  of  Burgundy,  Lewis  the  Eleventh  of  France, 
<*  and  John  the  Second  of  Portugal,  had  already  laid  the 
"  foundations  of  tyranny  in  thofe  countries ;  and  Richard 


*  Ab  hominibns  infima*  fortis  in  omnia  fjinul  vitia  eft  prarcrps  datus  : 
tcmpora  ciidni  corrupta,  &  virinorum  icgiiin  cxfmpla,  non  parum  ad  cum 
rvrrlendum  juvrrunt :  nam  &  Edvavdiis  in  Anglla,  Carolus  in  Burgimdia, 
Luflovicijs  ur.drcimt's  in  Ciailia,  Joar.iKS  !>rcundus  in  Lufitania,  lyraunidis 
f\u  clanT^nta  jrcc  runt :  Richaidus  Tcrtiiis  in  Anglia  ram  immanillnnc  cxcr- 
puit.     Hill.  Scot,  1.  12. 


'*  flic  Third  was  then  moft  cruelly  excrcifing  the  fame  in 
"  the  kingdom  of  England." 

This  could  not  have  been,  if  all  the  power  had  always 
been  in  kings,  and  neither  the  people,  nor  the  nobility, 
had  ever  had  any :  for  no  man  can  be  faid  to  gain  that  which 
he,  and  his  predeccflurs,  always  poflefl'cd,  or  to  take 
from  others  that  which  they  never  had  ;  nor  to  fet  up 
any  fort  of  government,  if  it  had  been  always  the  fame. 
But  the  forefaid  Lewis  the  Eleventh  did  ainimc  to  himfelf 
a  power  above  that  of  his  prcdeccfTors ;  and  Phili  p  de  Corn- 
mines  fhcws  the  ways  by  which  he  acquired  it,  with  the 
sniferable  cffe6ts  of  his  acquifitioii,  both  to  himfelf  and 
to  his  people :  modern  authors  obfervc,  that  the  change 
was  made  by  him  ;  and  for  that  rcafon,  he  is  faid  by 
Mezeray,  and  oilwjrs,  •*  to  have  brought  thofe  kings  out 
*'  of  guardianfliip*:"  they  were  not  therefore  fo,  till  he 
did  emancipate  them.  Nevcrthelcfe^  this  emancipation 
had  no  refcmblance  to  the  unlimited  power,  of  which  our 
author  dreams.  The  general  affemblics  of  cftates  were 
often  held  long  after  his  death,  and  continued  in  the  cxer- 
cife  of  the  fovereign  power  of  the  nation.  Davila  t,  fpeaking 
of  the  general  affembly  held  at  Orleans  in  the  time  of  Franr 
CIS  the  Second,  afferts  the  whole  power  of  the  nation  to 
have  been  in  them.  Monfieur  du  Thou  $  fays  the  fame 
thing,  and  adds,  that  the  king  dying  fuddenly,  the 
aflembly  continued,  even  at  the  defire  of  the  council,  in 
the  exercifc  of  that  power,  till  they  had  fettled  the 
f  egcncy,  and  other  affairs  of  the  higheft  importance,  ac- 

•  Davoir  mis  Ic  roys  hors  dc  page. 
+  Hift.  dcllc  guerre  Civ.  J  Thuan.  hift.  1.  i. 
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cording  to  their  own  judgment.     Hottoman*,  a  lawyer 

of  that  lime  and  nation,  tamoiis  for  his  learnings  judg- 
menrt  and  integrity,  having  diligently  examined  the  an- 
cient Jaws  and  hiftfjrics  of  that  kingJom,  diilindly  proves, 
that  the  French  nation  never  had  any  kings,  but  of  their 
own  chufing,  that  their  kings  had  no  power  except  wliat 
was  conferred  upon  them  ;  and  that  they  had  been  re- 
moved, when  they  cxccfnvely  abufcdp  or  rendered  them- 
fclve^  un wort]  IV  of  that  truft*  This  h  fyfficicntly  clear 
by  the  forecited  examples  of  Pharamond*s  grandchildren, 
and  the  degenerated  races  of  Merovcus  and  Pepin ;  of 
which  many  were  depofed,  fome  of  the  ncareft  in  blood 
excluded  ;  and,  when  their  vices  fcemed  to  be  incorrigible, 
they  were  wholly  rejcdlcd.  All  this  was  done  by  virtue 
of  that  rule,  which  they  call  the  falic  law :  and  though 
fome  of  our  princes,  pretending  to  the  inheritance  of  that 
crown  by  marrying  the  heirs  general,  denied  that  there 
was  any  fuch  thing,  no  man  can  fay,  that  for  the  fpacc  of 
above  twelve  hundred  years  females,  or  their  defcendants, 
who  are  by  that  law  excluded,  have  ever  been  thought  to 
have  any  right  to  the  crown :  and  no  law,  unlcfs  it  be 
explicitly  given  by  God,  can  be  of  greater  authority  than 
one  which  has  been  in  force  for  fo  many  ages.  What  the 
beginning  ©f  it  was  is  not  known :  but  Charles  the  Sixth 
receding  from  this  law,  and  thinking  to  difpofe  of  the  fuc- 
et'lhon  otherwifc  than  wa$  ordained  by  it,  was  eftcemed 
mad,  and  all  his  a(Sls  refcipded.  And  though  the  repu- 
tation, ftrength,  and  valour  of  tlie  Englifh,  commanded 

♦  Hottom.  Franco-Gnllia. 


goverhmext.  145 

by  Henry  the  Fifth,  one  of  the  braved  princes  that  have 
ever  been  in  the  world,  was  terrible  to  the  French  na- 
tion, vet  they  oppofed  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
rather  than  fuffcr  that  law  to  be  broken.  And  though 
our  fuccefs  under  his  conducft  was  great  and  admirable ; 
yet  foon  after  his  death,  with  the  cxpcnce  of  much  blood 
and  treafurc,  we  loft  all  that  wc  had  on  that  fide,  and 
fufFcred  the  penalty  of  having  unadvifedly  entered  into 
that  quarrel.  By  virtue  of  the  fame  law,  the  agreement 
made  by  king  John,  when  he  was  prifoncr  nt  London,  by 
which  he  had  alienated  part  of  that  dominion,  as  well  as 
that  of  Francis  the  Firft,  concluded  when  lie  was  under 
the  fame  circumftanccs  at  Madrid,  were  reputed  null ; 
and  upon  all  occafions  that  nation  has  given  fuificient  tef- 
tlmony,  that  the  laws  by  which  they  live  are  their  own, 
made  by  thcmfclves,  and  not  impofcd  upon  them.  And 
it  is  as  impofiible  for  them,  who  mac'c  and  depofed  kings, 
exalted  or  depreffed  reigning  families,  and  prcfcribed 
rules  to  the  fucceflion,  to  have  received  from  their  own 
creatures  the  power,  or  part  of  the  government  they  had, 
as  for  a  man  to  be  begotten  by  his  own  fon.  Nay,  though 
their  conftitutions  were  much  changed  by  Lewis  the 
Eleventh,  yet  they  retained  fo  much  df  their  ancient 
liberty,  that  in  the  laft  age,  when  the  houfe  of  Valois 
was  as  much  depraved  as  thofe  of  Merovcus  and  Pepin 
had  been,  and  Henry  the  Third  by  his  own  lewdnefs, 
hypocrify,  cruelty,  and  impurity,  together  with  the  bafe- 
ncfs  of  his  minions  and  favourites,  had  rendered  himfelf 
odious  and  contemptible  to  the  nobility  and  people ;  the 
p-cat  cities,   parliaments,   the  greater  and  (in  political 
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nnattcrs)  tlic  founder  part  of  the  nation,  declared  him  to 
be  fallen  from  thccmwn,  ^nd  parfued  him  to  the  de^th, 
though  the  blow  wm  gtven  by  the  hand  ot  u  bife  and  half- 
jdiftraded  moik. 

Henry  of  Bourbon  was,  without  GonfrovcrtV,  tlic  next 
heir ;  but  neither  the  nobility  nor  the  pcoyic,  who  thfiut^lu 
therrifelves  in  the  guvernmcnti  would  admit  him  to  iIk- 
crown,  till  he  had  given  then^  fitisfadUm,  that  !>e  \^tmlii 
govjcrn  according  to  their  laws,  by  abjuring  hia  religion, 
vhich  they  judt;fd  inconfitienr  with  tl^m. 

The  later  commotions  in  Paris,  Ecurdcaux,  and  other 
places,  together  with  the  war*  for  rcligiont  fhcw,  tkit 
though  the  Frt.nch  do  not  comphiin  of  r\  cry  gricvanctv 
and  cannot  alwa\g  agree  in  the  dcfL^ncc  and  viadication  of 
their. violated  lilicrtics,  yet  they  very  wtH  undLTtl.ind  their 
rights  ;  and  that,  as  they  do  not  live  by  m  for  the  king, 
but  he  reigns  by  and  for  them  ;  fo  their  privileges  are  not 
from  him,  but  that  his  crown  is  from  them  ;  and  that, 
according  to  the  true  rule  of  tlicir  government,  he  ran  do 
nothing  againt^  their  laws,  or  if  he  do,  they  may  oppofe 
him. 

The  inftitution  of  a  kingdom  is  the  a6t  of  a  free  na- 
tion ;  and  whoever  denies  them  to  be  free,  denies  tliat 
there  can  be  any  thing  of  right  in  what  they  fet  up.  That 
which  was  true  in  the  beginning  is  fo  now,  and  muft  be 
fc  forever.  This  is  fo  far  acknowledged  by  the  highcft 
inonarchs,  that  in  a  trcatife  publifhcd  in  the  year  1667, 
by  authority  of  the  prcfent  king  of  France,  to  jul'lify  his 
pretenfions  to  fome  part  of  the  Low  Countries,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  die  a6ts  of  himfelf,  and  the  king  of  Spain  to 
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pfdogciAi  them,  it  is  faid,  f*  That  kings  *  are  under  the 
«*  happy  inability  to  do  any  thing  againA  the  laws  of 
^*  their  country,"  And  though  perhaps  he  may  do  things 
contrary  to  law,  yet  he  grounds  his  power  upon  the  law ; 
and  the  moft  able  and  nnoft  trufted  of  his  miniflors  declare 
Ac  fame.  About  the  year  1660,  the  count  d'Abijoux,  a 
man  of  eminent  quality  in  Languedoc,  but  averfe  to  the 
court,  and  hated  by  cardinal  Mazurin,  had  been  tried  by 
the  parliament  of  Thdoufe  for  a  duel,  in  which  a  gentle- 
man was  killed ;  and  it  appearing  to  the  court  (then  in 
that  city}  that  he  had  been  acquitted  upon  forged  letters 
of  grace,  filfc  witneiTcs,  powerful  friends,  and  other  un« 
due  means,  Mazarin  defired  to  bring  him  to  a  new  trial : 
but  the  chancellor  Seguir  told  the  queen-mother  it  could 
not  be-,  for  the  law  did  not  permit  a  man  once  acquitted 
to  be  again  quedioned  tor  the  fame  fa 61 ;  and  that  if  the 
courfe  of  the  law  were  interrupted,  neither  the  falique 
law,  nor  the  fucceflion  of  her  children,  or  any  thing  clfe, 
could  be  fecurc  in  France. 

This  is  farther  proved  by  the  hiftorirs  of  that  nation. 
The  kings  of  Merovcus  and  Pepin's  races  v;cre  fuffered 
to  divide  the  kingdom  amongft  their  fons  ;  or,  as  Hoto- 
man  t  fays,  the  eftates  made  the  divifion,  and  allotted  to 
each  fuch  a  part  as  they  thought  fit.  But  when  this  way 
was  found  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  public,  an  adt  of  ftatc 
was  made  in  the  time  of  Hugh  Capet,  by  which  it  was 
prdaincd,  that  for  the  future  the  kingdom  (hould  not  be 

♦  Que  1«  roys  ont  cctlc  bienhriimirc  impnifrance  dc  nc  pouvoir  ricn 
fjire  contre  Ics  loix     r  Icur  pays.     1  raitc  dcs  droits  dc  la  rcyne. 

+  Hotom.  Fran.  Gall. 
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diffucmbcrcd ;  which  conftitution  cont'mulng  in  force  to 
th  day,  ihe  fom  or  brothers  of  iht  ir  kings  receive  fuch 
an  aiannagc  frhey  call  it)  as  isbcilDwed  im  tlicm,  Tcmain- 
ing  fubjafl  to  the  crown  as  well  as  otlicr  men.  And 
there  has  been  no  king  of  France  Hnce  that  time  (except 
only  Charles  the  Sixth),  who  has  not  acknowli;dged|  that 
be  cannot  a^lienatc  any  part  of  their  dominion. 

Whoever  imputes  the  acknowledgment  of  this  to  king- 
craft, and  fays  that  they  who  avow  this,  when  it  is  for 
iiicir  advantage,  will  deny  it  on  a  different  occafion,  is 
of  all  men  their  moft  dangerous  enemy.  In  laying  fuch 
fraud  to  their  charge  he  dcftroys  the  veneration  by  which 
Ihcy  fubfift,  and  teaches  fubjcSs  not  to  keep  faith  w  ith 
thofe,  who  by  the  moft  malicious  deceits  (hew,  that  they 
are  titd  by  none.  Human  focietics  are  maintained  by 
mutual  Of  ntrac^s  which  are  of  no  value  if  they  are  not 
obfcrvcd.  Laws  are  made,  and  magiftrates  created,  to 
caufe  them  to  be  performed  in  public  and  private  mat- 
ters, and  to  punifli  thofe  who  violate  them.  But  none 
vill  ever  be  obfcrvcd,  if  he  who  receives  the  greateft  be- 
nefit by  them,  and  is  fet  up  to  overfcc  otliers,  give  the 
example  to  tl^ofc  who  of  themfelvcs  arc  too  much  inclined 
to  break  them.  The  firft  ftep  that  Pompcy  ♦  made  to  his 
own  ruin  was,  by  violating  the  laws  he  himfelf  had  pro- 
pofcd.  But  it  would  be  much  worfe  for  kings  to  break 
thofe  that  are  cftabliflicd  by  the  authority  of  a  whole 
people,  and  confirmed  by  the  fucceffion  of  many  ages. 

I  am  far  from  laying  any  fuch  blemiihes  on  them,  or 

*  Suirum  Icgum  lafor  &  ever  for.     Tacit. 
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thinking  that  tlicy  defervc  them.  I  muft  believe  the 
French  king  fpeaks  fincercly,  when  he  fays  he  can  do  no- 
thing againft  the  laws  of  his  country :  and  that  our  king 
James  did  the  like,  when  he  acknowledged  himfclf  to  be 
the  fcrvant  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  the  rather,  be- 
caufe  it  is  true,  and  that  he  is  placed  in  the  throne  to  that 
end.  Nothing  is  more  eflential  and  fundamental  in  tlie 
conftitutions  of  kingdoms,  than  that  diets,  parliaments,, 
and  ailemblies  of  efhites,  fhould  fee  this  performed.  It 
is  not  the  king  that  gives  them  a  right  to  judge  of  matters 
of  war  qr  peace,  to  grant  fupplies  of  men  and  money,  or 
to  deny  them ;  and  to  make  or  abrogate  laws  at  their 
pleafure :  all  the  powers  rightly  belonging  to  kings,  or  to 
them,  proceed  from  the  fame  root.  The  northern  na- 
tions feeii^  what  mifchiefs  were  generally  brought  upon 
the  eaftern,  by  referring  too  much  to  the  irregular  will  of 
a  man ;  and  what  thofe  who  were  more  generous  had  fuf- 
fered,  when  one  man  by  the  force  of  a  corrupt  mercenary 
foldicry  had  overthrown  the  laws  by  which  they  lived, 
feared  they  might  fall  into  the  fame  mifcry ;  and  there- 
fore retained  the  greater  part  of  the  power  to  be  cxcrcifed 
by  their  general  aflemblies,  or  by  delegates,  when  tlicy 
grew  fo  numerous  that  they  could  not  meet.  Thefc  arc 
the  kingdoms  of  which  Grotius  fpeaks,  "  where  the  king 
**  has  his  part,  and  the  fenate  or  people  their  part  of  the 
**  fupreme  authority*;"  and  where  the  law  prefcribes 
fuch  limits,  <'  that  if  the  king  attempt  to  feize  that  part 
**  which  is  not  his,  he  may  juftly  be  oppofedt;"  which 

♦  P?  jur.  bcl.  6i  pac.  1.  ii.  t  Ibid. 
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is  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  the  law  upholds  the  power  it 

gives,  and  turns  againft  thofc  who  abufc  it. 

This  dcxftrinc  may  be  difpleaiing  to  court- parafites ; 
but  no  lefs  profitable  to  fuch  kings  as  follow  better  couh- 
fels,  than  to  the  nations  that  live  under  them :  the  wif- 
dom  and  virtue  of  the  beft  is  always  fortified  by  the  con- 
currence of  thofe  who  are  placed  in  part  of  the  power; 
they  always  do  what  thry  will,  when  they  will  nothing 
but  that  which  is  good  ;    and  it  is  a  happy  impotence  ifi 
thofe,  who  througii  ignorance  or  malice  defire  to  do  evil, 
not  to  be  able  to  effcdt  it.     The  weakriefs  of  fuch  as  by 
defe<3s  of  nature,  fex,  age,  or  education,  are  not  able  of 
themfelves  to  bcarthe  weight  of  a  kingdom,  is  thereby  fup- 
ported,  and  they,  together  with  the  people  under  them,  pre* 
fcrved  from  ruin ;  the  furious  rafhnefd  of  the  infolent  is  re-' 
ftrained ;  the  ex  travaga  nee  of  thofe,  who,  are  naturally  I  ewd, 
is  awed  ;  and  the  bcftial  madnefs  of  the  moft  violently  wick- 
ed and  outrageous,  fuppreffcd.    When  the  law  provides  for 
thcfc  matters,  and  prefcribcs  ways  by  which  they  may  be 
accomplilhed,  every  man  who  receives  or  fears  an  injury; 
fecks  a  remedy  in  a  legal  way,  and  vents  his  palTions  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  brings  no  prejudice  to  the  common^^calth :  if 
his  complaints  againft  a  king  may  be  heard,  and  redreffcd 
by  courts  of  jufticc,  parliaments,  and  diets,  as  well  as 
againft  private  men,  he  is  fatisficd,  and  looks  no  farther 
for  a  remedy.     But  if  kings,  like  thofc  of  Ifrael,   will 
neither  judge   nor  be  judged,   and  there  be   no  power 
orderly  to  redrefs  private  or  public  injuries,  every  man 
has  recourfc  to  force,  as  if  he  lived  in  a  wood,  where 
there  is  no  law  ;   and  that  force  is  always  mortal  to  thof« 
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who  provokfc  it :  no  guards  can  prcferve  a  hated  princd 
from  the  vengeance  of  one  refolutc  hand;  and  they  as 
often  fall  by  the  fwords  of  their  own  guards  as  of  others : 
wrongs  will  be  done>  and  when  they  that  do  them  cannot 
or  will  not  be  judged  publicly,  the  injured  perfons  be- 
come judges  hi  their  own  cafe,  and  exccudoners  of  theit^ 
own  fentence.  If  this  be  dangerous  in  matters  of  pri- 
vate concernment,  it  is  much  more  fo  in  thofc  relatinjr 
to  the  public.  The  lewd  extravagancies  of  Edward  and 
Richard  the  Seconds,  whilft  they  acknowledged  the  power 
of  the  law,  were  gently  reproved  and  rcllraincd  with  the 
i^moval  of  fomc  profligate  favourites ;  but,  when  they 
would  admit  of  no  other  law  than  their  own  will,  no  re- 
lief could  be  had  but  by  their  depofition.  The  lawful 
•Spartan  kings,  who  were  obedient  to  the  laws  of  their 
country,  lived  in  fafety,  and  died  with  glory :  whereas  it 
Was  a  ftrange  thing  to  fee  a  lawlefs  tyrant  die  without 
fuch  infamy  and  mifery,  as  held  a  juft  proportion  with 
the  wickednefe  of  his  life :  they  did,  as  Plutarch  *  fays  of 
Dionyfius,  many mifchiefs,  and  fufFered  more.  This  13  con- 
firmed by  the  examples  of  the  kingdom  of  I  frael ,  and  of  the 
empires  of  Ron>e  and  Greece  ;  they  who  would  fubmit  to 
no  law,,  were  deftroyed  without  any.  I  know  not  whether 
they  thought  thcmfclves  to  be  Gods,  as  ourauthor  fays  tlicy 
-tfcre;  but  I  am  fure  the  moft  part  ofthem  died  like  dogs, 
and  had  the  burial  of  alfes  rather  than  of  men. 

This  is  the  happinefs  to  which  our  author  would  pro- 
mote them  all.  "  If  a  king  admit  a  people  to  be  his 
**  companions,  he  ceafeth  to  be  a  king,  and  the  ftate  bc- 

♦  Viu  Timolcon. 
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**  comes  a  democracy/*  And  a  little  fartlaci*,  **  If  In 
**  fuch  affcmblics,  the  king»  nobility,  and  people,  have 
**  equal  flurcs  in  the  fovercignty,  then  tlic  king  hatJi 
**  but  one  vokcj  the  nobility  likcwife  one,  and  die  pcu- 
«  pie  one ;  and  then  any  two  of  thcfe  voices  ihould  have 
•'  pOM^er  to  over- rule  the  third ;  thus  tire  nobility  and 
•'  commons  fliould  have  a  power  to  make  a  law  to  bridle 
"  the  king,  wliich  was  never  fcen  in  any  kingdom/* 
Wc  have  heard  of  nations^  that  admitted  a  man  to  rclgrt 
over  them  [that  h,  made  him  kinpr*)  but  of  no  man  that 
roade  a  people.  The  Hebrews  made  Saul,  David>  Jcro- 
boam>  and  other  kings :  when  they  returned  Trom  capti- 
vity, they  conferred  the  fame  title  upon  tlic  Afmonean 
race,  as  a  reward  of  their  valour  and  virtue :  the  Ro- 
mans chofc  Romulus,  Numa,  Hoftilius,  and  others^  to 
be  their  kings ;  the  Spartans  inftituted  two,  one  of  the 
Heraclidx,  the  other  of  the  iEacidae.  Other  nations  fet 
up  one,  a  few,  or  more  magiftrates  to  govern  them :  and 
all  the  world  agrees,  that  **  qui  dat  ciTe,  dat  modum 
"  cflfc  ;'*  he  that  makes  him  to  be,  makes  him  to  be 
what  he  is :  and  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  fay, 
that  he  who  has  nothing  but  what  is  given,  can  have 
more  than  is  given  to  him.  If  Saul  and  Romulus  had 
no  other  title  to  be  kings,  than  what  the  people  conferred 
upon  them,  they  could  be  no  otlicrwife  kings,  than  as 
plcafcd  the  people :  they  therefore  did  not  admit  the  peo- 
ple to  be  partakers  of  the  government ;  but  the  people, 
who  had  all  in  themfclves,  and  coiitd  not  have  made 
a  king,  if  they  had  not  had  it,  bellowed  upon  him  what 
they  thought  fit,  and  retained  the  reft  in  themfclves.     If 
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thl^  Were  not  fo,'  then,  inftcad  of  faying  to  the  multitude, 
"  Will  ye  have  this  man  to  reign  :'*  they  ought  to  fay  to 
Ac  man^  **  Wilt  thou  have  this  multitude  to  be  a 
«*  people  ?"  And  whereas  the  nobles  of  Arragon  ufcd  to 
fey  to  their  new-made  King,  "  We,  who  are  as  good  ai 
"  you  makeyou  our  king,  oh  condition  you  kecpand  main- 
*'  tain  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  if  not,  not ;"  he 
ihould  have  faid  to  them,  I,  who  am  better  than  you, 
ihake  you  to  be  a  people,  and  will  govern  you  as  I  pleafe. 
But  I  doubt  whether  he  would  have  fucceeded,  till  that 
kingdom  tiras  joined  to  others  of  far  greater  flrength, 
from  whence  a  power  might  be  drawn  to  force  them  out 
of  their  ufual  method. 

That  which  has  been  faid  of  the  governments  of  Eng- 
land, France,  and  other  countries,  ihews  them  to  be  of 
the  fame  nature ;  and  if  they  do  not  deferve  the  name  of 
kingdoms,  and  that  their  princes  will  by  our  author's  ar- 
guments be  perfuaded  to  leave  them,  thofc  nations  per* 
haps  will  be  fo  humble  to  content  themfclvcs  without 
that  magnificent  title,  rather  than  refign  their  ow  n  liber- 
ties to  purchafe  it:  and,  if  this  will  not  pleafe  him,  he 
may  feek  his  glorious  fovereign  monarchy  among  the 
vild  Arabs,  or  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon ;  for  it  will  not 
be  found  among  civilized  nations. 

However,  more  ignorance  cannot  be  cxprefled,  than 
.by  giving  the  name  of  democracy  to  thofe governments 
that  are  compofed  of  the  three  fimple  fpccies,  as  we  have 
proved  that  all  the  good  ones  have  ever  been :  for  in  a 
ftxiA  fcnfe  it  can  only  fuit  with  thofe,  where  the  people 
retain  to  themfelves  the  adminifbration  of  the  fupreme 

Vol.  II.  L  J^WCTi 
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power;  and  niore  largely,  when  the  papuhr  part,  ,ii  ' 
Athene,  grcaily  otxr-t-n lances  the  otbcr  two,  an^i  th  it  ^ he 
cknom  I  nation  h  taken  from  the  prevailing  part-  But 
our  author,  if  I  miftake  not,  is  the  ftrft  that  ever  lOtyk, 
the  rmeitnt  governments  of  Kratl^  Sparta,  nr\6  Rome,  of 
thofc  of  England,  France,  Gcrmiiny,  and  Spiin,  to  be 
dcniocracirs,  n>nly,  bccaufe  every  one  of  them  had  f^-  j 
nates  and  alTcmhlie*^  ivf  the  pcopV,  who  in  their  pcrfons, 
or  by  their  def  ur-es,  did  join  with  their  chief  magltiTatrs 
in  the  cxcrcifc  of  the  fuprcmc  power.  That  of  Ifrad,  to- 
the  time  of  Saul,  is  calkd  by  Jofcphus  an  ^iftocracy- 
The  fame  name  is  given  to  thnt  of  Spirta  hy  all  the 
Greek  authors ;  and  the  great  contcft  in  the  Pcloponnc- 
fian  war  was  between  the  two  kinds  of  government  ^  the 
cities  that  were  governed  ariftocratically,  or  defired  to  be 
fo,  following,  the  Lacedemonians  ;  and  fuch  as  delighted 
in  democracy  taking  part  with  the  Athenians.  In  like 
manner  Rome,  England,  and  France,  were  faid  to  be 
under  monarchies ;  not  that  their  kings  might  do  what 
they  pleafcd,  but  becaufe  one  man  had  a  pre-eminence 
above  any  other.  Yet  if  the  Romans  could  take  Romu- 
lus, the  fon  of  a  man  that  was  never  known,  Numa  a 
Sabine,  Hoftilius,  and  Ancus  Martius,  private  men, 
and  Tarquinus  Prifcus  the  fon  of  a  banifhed  Corinthian^ 
who  had  no  title  to  a  preference  before  others  till  it  was 
beflowed  upon  them  ;  it  is  ridiculous  to  think,  that  they 
who  gave  them  what  they  had,  could  not  fct  what  limits 
they  pleafed  to  their  own  gift. 

But,  fays  our  author,  "  The  nobility  will  then  have 
"  one  voice,  and  the  people  another  >  and  they  joining 

"  may 


GOVERNMKlirT.  I55 

^'  maf  over-rule  the  third ;  which  was  never  fecri  in  any 
*  kingdom.*'  This  may  perhaps  be  one  way  of  rcgu- 
iathigf he  monarchical  power;  but  it  is  not  riccefTary,  nor 
iteoAly  out  f  there  may  be  a  fenatey  though  the  people  be 
mMed  ;  that  fcftate  may  be  compofed  of  men  chofen  for 
their  vittu^y  as  well  \s  for  the  nbbility  of  their  birth :  the 
govetincnt  inAy  confift  of  king  and  people  without  a  fe- 
hate  ;  or  the  fenate  iliay  be  compofed  only  of  the  people's 
delegat^i.  But,  if  I  fhpuld  grant  his  afTercion  to  be 
true,  the  reafotiableneA  of  fuch  a  conftitution  cannot  be 
deftroyed  by  the  confequehces  he  endeavours  to  draw  from 
it ;  for  he  who  Would  inftfuift  the  World  in  matters  of 
ftate,  muft  (hew  what  is  or  ought  to  be,  rtot  what  he 
liancies  may  thereupon  enfiie.  Befidcs,  it  docs  not  follow, 
that  where  there  are  three  equal  votes,  laws  (hould  he 
always  made  by  the  plurality ;  for  the  confent  of  all  the 
three  is  in  many  places  required  ;  and  it  is  certain^  that 
in  England,  and  other  paits^  the  King  and  one  of  the 
cftates  cannot  make  a  law  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
other.  But,  to  plcafe  Filmer,  I  will  avow,  that  where 
the  nobles  and  commons  have  an  equal  vote,  they  may 
join  and  over-rule  or  limit  the  power  of  the  kmg :  and 
I  leave  any  rrafonnblc  man  to  judge,  whether  it  be  more 
fafe  and  fit,  that  thofe  two  cftates,  comprehending  the 
Whole  body  of  the  nation  in  their  perfons,  or  by  reprc- 
fentation,  (hould  have  a  right  to  over-rule  or  limit  the 
power  of  that  man,  woman,  or  child,  who  fits  in  the 
throiie ;  or  that  he  or  (he,  young  or  old,  wife  or  fbolifhf 
good  or  bad,  (hould  over-rule  them,  and  by  their  vices, 
Weakntfs^  folly,  impertinence,  incapacity,  or  malice,  put 

Ir  2  a  flop 
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a  flop  to  their  proceedings ;  and  whether  the  chief  corr* 
ccrnmcnts  of  a  nation  may  more  fafcly  and  prudenEly  be 
made  to  depend  upon  the  vote^  of  (o  many  eminent  per* 
funs,  amongft  whom  many  wife  and  good  men  will  always 
be  founds  if  there  be  any  in  the  nation,  and  who  in  all 
Tefpe<Ss  have  the  fame  intcrefts  with  them,  or  upon  the 
will  of  oncj  who  may  bc^  and  often  is,  as  vile,  ignorant, 
and  wretched,  as  the  mcanefl  flavc ;  and  either  has,  or  h 
for  the  moft  part  made  to  believe  he  has,  an  intereft  fo 
contrary  to  tlicm,  that  their  fuppreffion  is  his  advance- 
ment- Common  fcnfe  fa  naturally  leads  us  tu  the  deci- 
(ion  of  thfs  qucftion,  that  I  fhould  not  think  it  pofltble  for 
mankind  to  have  millakcn,  though  we  had  no  exam  pics 
of  it  in  hiftory :  and  it  is  in  vain  to  fay,  that  all  princes 
arc  not  ftich  as  I  rcprcfenr  ^  for  if  a  right  were  annexed 
to  the  being  of  a  prince,  and  that  his  fingle  judgment 
ftiotdd  ovcr-halance  that  of  a  whole  nation,  it  muft  be- 
long to  him  a$  a  prince,  and  be  enjoyed  by  the  worft  and 
bafeft,  as  well  as  by  the  wifeft  and  bci>,  which  would  in- 
evitably draw  on  the  abfurdities  above-mentioned :  but' 
that  mar^  arc^  and  have  been  fucli,  no  man  can  deny,  or 
reafonably  hope,  that  they  will  not  often  prove  to  be  fuch, 
as  long  as  any  preference  is  granted  to  thofc  w  ho  have  no- 
thing to  recommend  them,  but  the  families  from  whence 
they  derive ;  a  continual  fucceffion  of  thofe  who  excel  in. 
virtue,  wifdom,  and  experience,  being  promifcd  to  none, 
nor  reafonably  to  be  expcded  from  any.  Such  a  right 
therefore  cannot  be  claimed  by  all ;  and  if  not  by  all, 
~  then  not  by  any,  unlefs  it  proceed  from  a  particular  grant 
in  coniideratiod  of  perfonal  virtue,  ability,  and  integrity, 

which 
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iMch  m12ft.be  proved  :  and  when  any  one  goes  about  to 
do  it,  I  will  either  acknowledge  him  to  be  in  the  rights 
cr  give  the  reafons  of  my  denial. 

However  this  is  nothing  to  the  general  propofition: 
nay,  if  a  man  were  to  be  founds  who  had  more  of  the 
qualities  required  for  making  a  right  judgment  in  matters 
of  the  greateft  importance,  than  a  whole  nation,  or  an 
aflembly  of  the  beft  men  chofen  out  of  it  (which  I  have 
never  heard  to  have  been,  unlefs  in  the  perfons  of  Mofes, 
JoAiua^  or  Samuel,  who  had  the  Spirit  of  God  for  their 
guide)  it  would  be  nothing  to  our  purpofc ;  for  even  he 
might  be  biafled  by  his  perfoqal  intereits,  which  govern- 
ments are  not  eftabliftied  principally  to  promote. 

J  may  go  a  /lep  farther,  and  truly  fay,  that  as  fuch  vaft 
powers  cannot  be  generally  granted  to  all  who  happea  to 
fucceed  in  asxy  families,  without  evident  danger  of  utter 
deftruAioo,  when  they  come  to  be  executed  by  children, 
vomea,  fools,  vitious,  incapable  or  wicked  perfons,  they 
can  be  reafonably  granted  to  none,  becaufe  no  man  knows 
what  any  one  will  prove  till  he  be  tried  ;  and  the  import- 
ance of  the  affair  requires  fuch  a  trial  as  can  be  made  of  no 
man  till  he  be  dead.  He  that  refifts  one  temptation  may 
fall  under  the  power  of  another ;  and  nothing  is  more 
common  in  the  world,  than  to  fee  thofe  men  fai4  grofsly 
in  the  lad  anions  of  their  lives,  who  had  pailed  their 
former  days  wid¥>ut  reproach ;  wife  and  good  men  will 
with.  Mofes  fay  of  themfelvcs,  *^  I  cannot  bear  the 
**  burden  :'*  and  every  man  who  is  concerned  for  the 
public  good,  ought  to  let  fools  know  they  are  not  fit  to* 
un4figfp  it,  and  by  law  to  reftrain  the  fury  of  fuch  as  will 

X*  3  W)V 
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not  be  guided  by  reafoB/  This  could  not  be  denied,- 
though  govemitienta  wc^re  oonftitutcd:  for  the  good  of  the; 
governor.  It  is  good  for  him  ij^at  the  Itnv  appoints  helps « 
for  his  ipfin^il&eS)  ai^  ctflrain^  his  vices :  but  all  nations 
ought  to  do  it  though  it  were  not  fo,  inafinuch  as  king** 
doms  are  not  eftablUhed  for  the  good  of  one  man,  but  of  ^ 
the  people';  and  that  king  who  feeks  his  own  good  be*^ 
fore  thfit  of  the  p^oplpi  departs  from  the  end  of  hia  in^. 
ftjtution. 

Xhis  is  fo  plain,  that  all  nations  |rho  have  a^fced  freely^^ 
fomc  way  or  other  endeavoured  to  fupply  the  dcfefts,  or 
^eftrain  t)ie  vices  of  thei;^  fuprsme  magiftrates;  and  thoTe 
among  them  deferve  moft  praifc>  who»  by  appqinthig- 
ineansa^dcquate  to  fo  great  a  work,  have  taken  care  that 
it  might  beeafily  and  fafely  accomplifhed :  fuch  nations 
h^ve  always  flourilhed  in  virtue,  power,  glory,  and  hap- ' 
pinefs,  whilft  thofe  who  wanted  their  wifdom,  have  fuf- 
fered*  all  manner  of  calamities  by  the  weaknefs  and  in- 
judice  of  their  princes,  or  have  had  their  hands  perpetu- 
ally in  blood  to  prcferve  themfclvcs  from  their  fury.  We 
need  no  better  example  of  the  firft,  than  that  of  the  Spar- 
tans, who,  by  appointing  fuch  limits  to  the  power  of  their 
kings  as  could  hardly  be  tranfgreffcd,  continued  many 
ages  in  great  union  with  them,  and  were  never  troubled 
with  civil  tumults.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  the  Romans, 
from  the  expulfion  of  th^  Tarquins,  till  they  overthrew 
their  pwn  order$,  by  continuing  Mariusi  for  five  years  in 
the  cQnfulatc,  whereas  the  laws  did  not  permit  a  man  to 
hold  the  fame  office  two  years  together ;  and  when  that 
ruje  was  broken,  their  oytn  magiftratcs  grew  too  ftron^ 
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for  them,  and  fubverted  the  commonwealth.  When 
this  was  done,  and  the  power  came  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  one  man,  all  manner  of  evils  and  calamities 
broke  in  like  a  flood :  it  is  liard  to  judge,  whether  the 
mifchiefs  he  did  or  thofe  he  fuffcrcd,  wexe  the  greater; 
he  who  fet  up  himfclf  to  be  lord  of  the  world,  was  like  to 
a  beaft  crowned  for  the  flaughter,  and  his  greatnefs  was 
the  forerunner  of  his  ruin.  By  this  means  fomc  of  thofe 
who  fecm  not  to  have  been  naturally  prone  to  evil,  were 
by  rlicir  fears  put  upon  fuch  courfcs  to  preferve  them- 
fclvcs,  as  heiiTg  rigi;tly  eftimated,  were  worfe  than  the 
death  they  apprehended:  and  the  fo  much  celebrated 
Conftantine  the  Great  died  no  Icfs  polluted  with  the  blood 
of  his  neareft  relations  and  friends,  than  Nero  himfclf*. 
But  no  place  can  (hew  a  more  lively  picture  of  this,  than 
the  kingdoms  of  Granada,  and  others  polTcffcd  by  the 
Moors  in  Spain  ;  where,  there  being  ncitlRr  fcnate,  nof 
aflemblics  of  tlic  rtobility  and  people,  to  reftjaii>  the 
violence  and  fury  of  their  kings,  they  had  no  other 
way  than  to  kill  them  when  their  vices  became  in- 
fupportable ;  which  happening  for  the  moil  part,  they 
were  almoft  all  murdered;  and  things  were  brought 
to  fuch  extremity,  that  no  man  would  accept  a  crown, 
except  he  who  had  neither  birth  nor  virtue  to  defcrve 
it. 

If  it  be  faid,  tliat  kings  have  now  found  out  more  eafy 
ways  of  doing  what  they  pleafe,  and  fccuring  thenifelves; 
I  anfwer,  that  they  have  not  proved  fo  to  them  all,  and 

*  *  Hill,  de  Efpan.  de  Marjana. 
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it  IS  not  yet  time  for  fuch  as  tread  in  the  fame  fteps  to 
boaft  of  their  fuccefi*:  many  havp  fallen  ^hprj  they 
thfju;;^ht  their  dellgns  accomplJilicd  ;  and  no  man,  Jig  long 
as  he  livcgp  can  reafanably  affure  himfdf  d^e  like  fhall 
not  befal  him.  But  If  in  this  corrupted  age^  tlic  treachery 
nnd  perjuiy  nf  princes  be  more  common  than  formerly  i 
and  the  number  of  thofe  who  arc  brought  to  delight  in 
the  rewards  of  injuftice,  be  fo  increafcd,  that  their  parties 
are  ftronger  than  formerly :  this  rather  fhewsp  that  the 
balance  of  powrr  is  broken,  or  hard  to  be  kept  up,  than 
that  there  ought  to  be  none  j  and  it  h  difficult  for  any 
man,  ivithout  the  fpirjt  of  prophecy,  to  tell  what  this  will 
produce.  Whilft  the  anticnt  conlVitutions  of  our  nor- 
tJicrn  kingdoms  remained  intire,  fuch  as  contefted  with 
their  princes  fought  only  to  reform  the  governments,  and 
by're(}rc(rmg  >vhat  was  amifs,  to  reduce  them  to  their  firft 
principles  ;  but  they  may  not  perhaps  be  fo  mo^ieft,  when 
they  fee  the  very  nature  of  tbcir  government  changed,  and 
the  foundations  overthrown.  I  am  not  fure  that  they 
who  were  well  plea  fed  with  a  moderate  monarchy,  will 
fubjiDit  to  one  that  is  abfolute  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  when  men  fee  there  is  no  medium  between  tyranny 
and  popularity,  they  who  would  have  been  contented  with 
thp  reformation  of  their  government,  may  proceed  far- 
ther, and  have  recourfe  to  force,  when  there  is  no  help 
in  the  law.  This  will  be  a  hard  work  in  thofe  places 
where  virtue  is  wholly  abolifhcd  ;  but  the  difficulty  will 
lie  on  the  other  fide,  if  any  fparks  of  that  remain:  if 
vice  and  corruption  prevail,  liberty  cannot  fubfift ;  but  if 
virtue  have  the  advantage,  arbitrary  power  cannot  be  e(^a- 

blifhed. 
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blifhed.  TTiofc  who  boaft  of  their  loyahy,  and  think 
th^  give  teftimonics  of  it,  when  they  addid  themfelvet 
to  the  will  of  one  man,  though  contrary  to  the  law  firom 
whence  that  quality  is  derived,  may  conflder,  that  by  put- 
ting ttieir  mafters  upon  illegal  courfes  they  certainly  make 
them  the  worft  of  men,  and  bring  them  into  danger  of 
being  alfo  the  moft  miferable.  Few  or  no  good  princes 
have  fdlen  into  difafters,  unlefs  through  an  extremity  of 
corruption  introduced  by  the  mo(^  wicked ;  and  cannot 
properly  be  called  unhappy,  if  they  periftied  in  their  in- 
nocence ;  fince  the  bitternefs  of  death  is  affuaged  by  the 
tears  of  a  loving  people,  the  aflfurance  of  a  glorious  me* 
mory,  and  the  quiet  of  a  well  fatisfied  mind.  But  of 
thofe  who  have  'abandoned  ihemfelves  to  all  manner  of 
vice,  followed  the  impulfe  of  their  own  fury,  and  fet 
themfelves  to  deftroy  the  beft  men  for  oppofing  their  per- 
nicious deligns,.  very  few  have  died  in  peace.  Their  lives 
have  been  miferable,  death  infamous,  ai>d  memory  de- 
ccftable. 

They  therefore  who  place  kings  within  the  power  of 
the  law,  and  the  law  to  be  a  guide  to  kings,  equally  pro- 
vide for  the  good  of  the  king  and  people.  Whereas  they 
who  admit  of  no  participants  in  power,  and  acknowledge 
no  rule  but  their  own  will,  fpt  up  an  intereft  in  themfelves 
againft  that  of  their  people,  lofe  their  atfedtions,  whicK 
is  their  mod  important  treafure,  and  incur  their  hatrcdt 
fjFon)  whence  refults  their  greateft  danger. 


Stl-Ct, 
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f*h0  Uberiies  of  nathns  ure  fr^m  C9J  and  mtiure^  mt 
fr^m  kings, 

t    ' 

WHATSOEVER  is  ufually  faid  in  oppofition  ta  thi.^ 
fcems  to.'procccd  fironi  a  gTOundlefs  conceit,  that  the  lihcr- 
^cs  enjoyed  by  ncjtions  arife  from  the  concefllons  of 
princes.  This  poini  has  been  already  treated  ;  but  being 
the  foundation  of  the  dodJrine,  I  oppiifc,  h  may  not  be 
amifs  farther  to  examine  how  it  can  be  poffiblc  for  one 
ITjan  born  under  the  fame  condition  with  the  reft  of  man- 
kind to  have  a  right  in  himfclf  diat  is  not  common  to  all 
others,  till  it  be  by  them,  or  a  certain  number  of  them, 
conferred  ugon  him  ;  or  how  he  can,  without  the  utmoft 
abfurdirjv  be  faid  to  grant  hherties  and  privileges  to  them 
>ivho  made  him  to  be  what  he  is. 

If  I  had  to  do  with  a  man  that  fought  after  truth,  I 
fhoiild  think  he  had  been  led  into  this  extravagant  opinion 
bv  the  terms  ordinarily  ufed  in  patents  and  charters  grant- 
ed to  particular  men  ;  and  not  diftinguifhing  between  the 
proprietor  and  the  difpenfer,  might  think  kings  had  given 
as  their  own,  that  which  they  only  di tribute  out  of  the 
public  trcafury,  and  could  have  had  nothing  to  difiribute 
by  parcels,  if  it  had  not  been  given  to  them  in  grofs  by 
the  public.  But  I  need  not  ufe  our  author  fo  gently. 
The  pervcrfuy  of  his  judgment,  and  obftinatc  hatred  to 
truth,  is  fuflicicnt  to  draw  him  in^o  the  moft  abfurd  er- 
prs  without  any  other  inducement ;  and  it  were  not  charity, 


tw^  foUyi  to  think  he  could  have  attributed  in  general  iq 
ail  princes,  without  any  regard  to  the  ways  by  which  they- 
attain  to  theirpowcr,  fuch  an  auriiority  as  never  juftly  bo-' 
longed  to  any. 

This  will  be  evident  to  all  thofe  who  confider,  that  na 
man  can  confer  upop  others  that  which  he  has  not  in  him* 
felf :  if  he  be  originally  no  more  than  they,   he  cannot 
grant  to  them,  on  any  of  them,  more  than  they  to  him.' 
In  the  7th,  8th,  9th,  and  fubfequent  feftfens  of  the  firfr' 
chapter,  it  has  been  proved,  that  there  is  no  refemblancc 
between  the  paternal  right,  and  the  abfolutc  i)ower,  which 
he  aflerts  in  kings :  that  the  right  of  a  father,  vchatever- 
it  be,  is  only  over  his  children  :  ti\at  this  right  is  equally 
inherited  by  them  all  when  he  dies :  that  every  one  cannot 
inherit  dominion ;  for  the  right  of  one  would  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  that  of  all  others :  that  the  right  which  is 
common  to  all  is  that  which  we  call  liberty,  or  exemption 
from  dominion :  that  the  firft  fathers  of  mankind  after 
the  fkx)d  had  not  the  excrcife  of  regal  power:  and  what- 
fioever  they  had  was  equally  devolved  to  every  one  of  their 
fons,  as  appears  by  the  examples  of  Noah,  Shem,  Abra- 
ham, Ifaac,  Jacob,  apd  their  children :  that  the  crcdlion 
of  Nimrod's  kingdom  was  dirc6tly  contrary  to,  and  in- 
confiftenlt  with,  the  paternal  right,  if  there  was  any  rega- 
lity in  it ;  that  the  other  kingdoms  of  that  time  were  of 
the  fame  nature :  that  Nimrod,  not  exceeding  the  age  of 
thrcefcore  years  when  he  built  Babel,  could  not  be  the  fa- 
ther of  thofc  that  aflifted  him  in  that  attempt:  that  if  the 
|eventy-two  kings,  who,  as  our  author  fays,  went  from 
Babylon  ppoti  the  confufion  of  languages,  were  not  the 
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fons  of  Nimrod,  he  could  not  govern  them  by  the  right 
of  a  foihcr;  if  they  mere,  they  muft  have  been  very 
70iifi|r.  and  could  not  have  children  of  rhcir  own  to 
people  the  kingdi>nis  they  fct  up;  that  who  ft  children  ia- 
€vtr  they  were,  who  out  of  a  part  of  msinkind  did,  wiihln 
m  hundred  ;in  i  thirty-two  years  after  the  flt>od,  divide  into 
fo  many  kingdoms,  they  ihewed  that  others  In  pfoccfs  of 
rime  might  fLkbdivide  into  as  many  as  they  pkafixl ;  and 
kir^doms  multiplving  in  the  fpace  of  four  thoufand  years 
Cncc  the  72,  in  the  fame  proportion  they  did  in  one  hun- 
dred and  tliirty-two  years  into  fevcnty-two,  there  would 
now  be  as  many  kings  in  the  world  as  there  arc  men ;  that 
10,  nfi  man  could  be  fubjccS  to  another  i  that  this  equality 
0f  right,  and  C5t  em  pi  ion  from  the  domination  of  any  other 
i$  called  liberty ;  that  he,  who  enjoys  it*  rannot  be  de- 
prived of  it  J  unlefs  by  his  own  confcnt,  or  by  force;  that 
DO  one  man  can  force  a  multitude ;  or,  if  he  did,  it  could 
confer  no  right  upon  him:  that  a  multitude,  con* 
fenting  to  be  governed  by  one  man,  doth  confer  upon  him 
the  power  of  governing  them  ;  the  powers  therefore  that 
he  has,  arc  from  them  ;  and  they  who  have  all  in  thcm- 
fclvcs  can  receive  nothing  from  him,  who  has  no  more 
than  every  one  of  them,  till  they  do  invert  him  with  it. 
This  is  proved  by  facred  and  profanc.hiftories.  The  He- 
brews in  the  creation  of  judges,  kings,  or  other  magi- 
flrates,  had  no  regard  to  paternity,  or  to  any  who  by  ex- 
tradlion  could  in  the  leaft  pretend  to  the  right  of  fathers: 
God  did  never  diretS  them  to  do  it,  nor  reprove  them  for 
negU6^ing  it:  if  they  would  chufc  a  king  he  commanded 
thcj|[>  to  take  one  of  tlieir  brethren,  not  one  who  called 

himfclf 
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hifrtfelf  their  father:  when  they  did  refolvc  to  have 
one,  he  commanded  them  to  chufc  him  by  lot,  and  cauGed 
the  lot  to  fall  upon  a  young  man  of  the  youngcft  tribe  r 
David,  and  the  other  kings  of  Ifrael  or  Judah,  had  not 
more  to  fay  far  themfeives  in  that  point  than  Saul :  all  tbft 
kings  of  that  nation  before  and  after  the  captivity,  onii« 
narily  or  extraordinarily  fet  up,  juftly  or  unjuWy,  were 
raifed  without  any  regard  to  any  prerogative  they  couli 
daim  or  arrogate  to  themfeives  on  that  account.  All  that 
they  had  therefore  was  from  their  elevation,  and  their 
devation  from  thofe  that  elevated  them.  It  was  impcffi^ 
ble  for  them  to  confer  any  thing  upon  thofe  firom  whom 
they  received  all  they  had ;  or  for  the  people  to  give 
power  to  kings,  if  they  had  not  had  it  in  themfeives ; 
which  power,  univerfally  refiding  in  every  one,  is  tha^ 
which  we  call  liberty.  The  method  of  other  nations 
wajs  much  like  to  this.  They  placed  thofe  in  the  throne 
who  feemed  beft  to  deferve  fo  great  an  honour,  and  mod 
able  to  bear  fo  great  a  burden :  the  kingdoms  of  tha 
heroes  were  nothing  elfc,  but  the  government  of  thofe 
who  were  mod  beneficent  to  the  nations  amongft  whooi 
tliey  lived,  and  whofe  virtues  were  thought  fit  to  be  raifed 
above  the  ordinary  level  of  the  world.  Though  perhaps 
there  was  not  any  one  Atlienian  or  Roman  equal  to  Thc^ 
feus  or  Romulus  in  courage  and  Arcngth,  yet  they  were 
not  able  to  fubduc  many :  or  if  any  man  (hould  be  b 
vain  to  think,  that  each  of  them  did  at  Hrft  fubdue  one 
man,  then  two,  and  fo  proceeding  by  degrees  conquered 
a  whole  people,  he  cannot  without  madnefs  afcribe  the 
fame  to  Numa^  who,  being  fent  for  from  a  foreign  coun- 
try. 
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tiy*  w^s  immcdiarcly  made  king  of  ^  ficrtc  people,  thit 
tiad  already  conquercil  manv  tif  their  nelghbonrs,  and 
Was  grown  too  bo  i  lie  nous  even  for  Romulus  himfclf  The 
like  may  be  faid  of  the  fifft  Tarquin,  and  of  Servius; 
they  were  ftrangers:  and  though  Tutlus  Hoftilius  and 
Ancus  Marti  04  were  Romans,  they  had  as  tittle  titlt  to  a 
dominion  over  their  fcllnw*ciiizens,  or  means  of  attatn- 
jAg  to  ir»  as  if  they  had  come  from  the  firthell  f^arts  of 
the  earth*  This  mtift  be  in  all  pi  .ices,  unlefs  ofie  man 
could  profvc  by  a  i^rfedV  and  un interrupted  genealogy, 
that  he  ifi  thp  eldeft  fon  of  the  eldeft  line  of  Noah,  and 
thit  line  to  have  continued  pcrpetimlly  in  the  govermcfit 
of  the  iffrorld:  for  if  the  po^^er  has  been  divided,  it  may 
be  fubdivided  into  infinity ;  if  interrupted,  the  chain  is 
broken,  and  can  never  be  made  Tvhole.  But  if  our  au- 
thor can  perform  this  for  the  fervice  of  any  man,  I 
vrillingly  furrcnder  my  arms,  and  yield  up  the  caufe  I  de- 
fend. If  he  fail,  it  is  ridiculous  to  pretend  a  right  that 
belongs  to  no  man,  or  to  go  about  to  retrieve  a  right, 
'which  for  the  fpace  of  four  thoufand  years  has  lain  dor- 
imant ;  and  much  more  to  create  that  ^hich  never  had  a 
fiibfiftence.  This  leads  us  neceffarily  to  a  conclufion, 
tliat  all  kingdoms  are  at  the  firft  eredted  by  the  confcnt  of 
nations^  and  given  to  whom  they  pleafc  ;  or  elfe  all  arc 
fct  up  by  force,  of  fomc  by  force,  and  fome  by  con  fen  t : 
if  any  are  fet  up  by  the  confent  of  hations,  thofe  kings  da 
not  confer  liberties  upon  thofe  nations,  but  receive  all  from 
tliem,  and  the  general  propofition  is  falfe.  If  our  au- 
thor therefore,  or  his  followers,  would  confute  me,  they 
*  rauft  prove,  that  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  World  have  their* 

beginning 
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beginning  fn>m  farce,  and  that  farce  tloth  alwayg  creates 
right ;  or,  if  they  recede  from  the  gencml  propofition,  and 
attribute  a  peculiar  right  to  one  or  more  princes,  who  ate 
fb  abiblute  lords  of  their  people,  that  thore  under  them 
have  neither  liberty,  privilcgi!,  property,  or  part,  in  the 
govetninent,  but  by  their  conceflfons,  they  muft  proves 
that  liiofc  princes  did  by  force  gain  the  power  the?  have, 
atid  that  their  right  is  derived  from  it.  This  force  alfo 
mud  have  been  peq>etually  continued ;  for  if  that  foKC  be 
the  root  of  the  right  that  is  pretended,  another  farce,  bf 
the  £i!tic  rule,  may  overtafn,  extinguish,  tir  tmftsfarit 
to  another  hand,  if  contra6h  have  intervened,  the  forc^ 
ceafes  ;  and  th6  right  that  afterwards  doth  accrue  to  the 
perfons,  rouft  proceed  from,  and  be  regulated  according 
to  thofe  contra^s« 

This  may  be  fuflncient  to  my  purpofe :  for  as  it  hat 
been  already  proved,  that  the  kingdoms  of  Ifrael,  Judah, 
Rome,  Sparta,  France,  Spain,  England,  and  all  that 
we  are  concerned  in,  or  that  deferve  to  bt  examples  tOf 
us,  did  arlfe  from  the  confent  of  the  refpedivc  nations, 
and  wer*  frequently  reduced  to  their  frrft  principles^ 
when  the  princes  have  endeavoured  to  tranfgrefs  the  lawt 
of  their  inftitution;  it  couM  be  nothing  to  us,  thougli 
Attila  or  Tamerlan  had  by  force  gained  the  dominions 
they  poffeffed.  But  I  dare  go  a  (kp  further,  and  boldly 
aflcrt,  that  there  never  was,  or  can  be,  a  man  in  the 
World,  that  did  or  can  fubduc  a  nation ;  and  tliat  the 
light  of  one  grounded  upon  force  is  a  mer«  whifwfy.  It 
was  not  Agathoclcs,   Dionyfius,  Nabis,  Marius,  Sylla^ 

or 
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or  G^fan  but  tHe  mercenary  foldicrsj  and  otiier  villainy 
th^it  joined  with  them,  who  fubducd  the  Syracufansr 
Sjpartans,  or  Romans;  and  as  the  work  "was^not  per- 
formed  by  tiiofe  tyrants  alone,  if  a  right  had  been  gained 
by  the  violence  they  ufed,  k  muft  have  been  common  to 
all  thofe  that  gained  tt;  and  he  that  commanded  them 
^uld  have  had  no  more  than  they  thought  fit  to  confer 
upon  him.  When  Miltiades  defired  leave  to  wear  an  olive 
garland,  in  commemoration  of  the  vidoiy  obtained  at 
Marathon,  an  Athenian  did  in  iny  opinion  righdy  fay^, 
*'  If  you  alone  did  fight  againft  the  Perfians,  it  is  juft 
**  that  you  only  fhould  be  crowned ;  but  if  others  did 
**  participate  in  the  viftory,  they  ought  alfo  to  have  a 
".part  in  the  honour*."  And  the  principal  difFcrence 
that  I  have  obferved  between  the  mod  regular  proceed- 
ings of  the  wifeft  fenates  or  aflemblics  of  the  people  in 
their  perfons  or  delegates,  and  the  fury  of  the  moft  diflb- 
lute  villains,  has  been,  that  the  firft  fecking  the  public 
good,  do  ufually  fet  up  fuch  a  man,  and  inved  him  with 
fuch  powers  as  feem  moft  conducing  to  that  good  : 
whereas  the  others,  following  the  impulfe  of  a  beftial 
rage,  and  aiming  at  nothing  but  the  fatisfadlion  of  their 
own  lufts,  always  advance  one  from  whom  they  expefl 
the  greateft  advantages  to  themfelves,  and  give  him  fuch 
powers  as  moft  conduce  to  the  accomplifhment  of  their 
own  ends:  but  as  to  the  perfon  it  is  the  fame  thing. 
Caefar  and  Nero  did  no  more  make  themfelves  what  they 
Were,  than  Numa ;   and  could  no  more  confer  any  right, 

^  ♦  Plut.  in  vit.  Cirn. 
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libcltjr,  or  privilege,  upon  the  army,  that  gave  them  all 
they  had,  than  the  moft  regular  magiftrate  can  upon  the 
fenate  or  people  that  chofe  them. 

This  alfo  is  common  to  the  worft  as  well  as  the  heft, 
that  they  whC)  fet  up  either,  do^  as  into  a  public  treafury, 
confer  upon  the  perfon  they  chufe,  a  power  of  dirtri- 
buting  to  particular  men,  or  numbers  of  men,  fudh  ho- 
nours, privileges,  and  advantages,  as  thcy  may  fcem, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  government,  to  dcfctvc. 
But  there  is  this  difference,  that  the  ends  of  the  one  be- 
ing good,  and  thofc  of  the  other  evil,  the  firft  do,  for 
the  moft  part,  limit  the  powers,  that  fomething  may  re- 
main to  reward  fcrvices  done  to  the  public>  in  a  manner 
proportioned  to  the  merit  <^f  every  one,  placing  other 
magiftrates  to  fee  it  really  performed,  fo  as  thcy  may  notj 
by  the  weaknefs  or  vices  of  the  governor,  be  turned  to 
the  public  detriment :  the  otliers  think  they  never  give 
enough,  that  the  prince^  having  all  in  his  power,  may 
be  able  to  gratify  their  moft  exorbitant  defires,  if  by  any 
ways  they  can  get  his  favour;  and  his  infirmities  and 
vices  being  moft  beneficial  to  them,  they  feldom  allow  to 
any  other  magiftrate  a  power  of  oppofing  his  willj  or 
fufFer  thofc  who  for  the  public  good  would  affume  it. 
The  world  affords  many  examples  of  both  forts,  and 
every  one  of  them  have  had  their  progrefs  fuitable  to 
their  conftitution.  The  regular  kingdoms  of  England, 
France,  Spain,  Poland,  Bohemia,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  others,  whether  clcftive  or  hereditary,  have  had 
high  ftewards,  conftables,  mayors  of  the  palace,  rixhof- 
meiflcrs,  parliaments,  diets,  afTemblics  of  cftates,  cortczf 
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and  the  like,  by  which  thofc  have  been  admitted  to  fuc- 
cced,  who  fcemcd  moft  fit  for  the  public  fervicc  ^  the  un- 
worthy have  been  rejcdlcd ;  the  infirmities  of  the  weak 
fupplicd;  the  malice  of  the  unjuft  retrained;  and  whcrr 
neceflity  required ,c  the  ciown  transferred  from  one  line  op 
family  to  another.  But  in  the  furious  t)*rannies  that 
have  been  fet  up  by  the  violence  of  a  eorrupted  foldicry^ 
as  in  the  ancient  Roman  empire,  the  kingdonis  of  the 
Moors  and  Arabians,  the  tyrannies  of  Ezzelino  of  Padoa,. 
thofe  of  Vifconti  and  Sforzefchi  of  Milan,  Caftniccio 
Ca(tracani  of  Lucca,  Cxfar  Boi^gia,  and  others,  there 
was  nothing  of  ail  this*  The  will  of  the  prince  was  a 
law ;  al^  power  was  in  hun,  and  he  kept  it,  till  another 
ftept  up  and  took  it  from  him,  by  the  fame  means  that  he 
had  gained  it.  This  fell  out  fo  frequently,  that  though* 
all  the  Roman  emperors  endeavoured  to  make  their 
power  hcreditar}',  it  hardly  continued  three  generations 
in  one  line  from  Auguftus  to  Auguftulus,  unlefs  in  that 
of  Conftantine,  and  that  with  extreme  confuiion  and  dif- 
order.  They  who  had  madly  fet  up  a  man  to  be  their 
head,  and  expofed  fo  much  of  the  world  as  was  under 
their  power,  to  be  deftroyed  by  him,  did  by  the  like  fury 
throw  him  down,  and  never  ceafed  till  they  had  brought 
the  empire  to  utter  ruin* 

But  if  this  paternal  fovereignty  be  a  mere  fiction,  that 
never  had  any  eflfedt ;  and  no  nation  was  ever  commanded*^ 
.  by  God  to  make  it  their  rule,  nor  any  reproved  for  the 
neglc6l  of  it;  none  ever  learnt  it  from  the  light  of  na- 
ture, nor  were  by  wife  men  taught  to  regard  it :  the  firft 
fathers  claimed  no  privilege  from  it  when  every  man's 
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genealogy  was  known  ;  and  if  there  were  fuch  a  thing  in 
nature,  it  could  be  of  no  ufe  at  this  day,  wheri  the  feveral 
races  of  men  are  fo  confufed,  that  not  one  in  the  world 
can  prove  bis  own  original;  and  that  the  firft  kingdoms^ 
whether  well  or  ill  oonAltuted,  according  to  the  cooi- 
mand  of  Clod,  or  the  inventioris  of  men,  were  contrary 
to,  and  incompatible  with  it ;  and  there  can  have  been 
ho  jufticc  tii  any,  if  fuch  a  rule  was  to  have  been  ob- 
jRnrvcd  ;*the  <fontniuance  of  ah  unjuft  ufurpation  can  never 
have  created  a  right,  but -aggravated  the  injuftice  of  over- 
throwii^  it :  no  man  could  ever  by  his  own  (Irength  and 
tourage  fuhdue  a  multitude,  nor  gain  any  other  right  over 
diem,  if  he  did,  than  they  thlght  have  to  tear  it  from 
him  :  whoever  denies  kingdoms,  zltid  other  magillracics, 
to  have  been  fct  up  by  men,  according  to  dieir  own  will^ 
and  firom  an  opinion  of  receiving  benefit  bjr  them,  ac- 
Cufes  all  the  governments  that  are,  or  ever  have  been  ia 
the  world,  of  that  outrageous  injuftice  in  their  foundation, 
^hich  can  never  be  repaired.  If  there  be  therefiore,  or 
ever  was,  any  jiift  government  amoilgft  meil,  it  was  con-* 
fiituted  by  them;  and  whether  their  proceedings  were 
regular  or  violent,  juft,  or  unjuft,  the  powers  annexed 
fo  It  were  their  donation:  the  rtiagiftraCies  eredted  by 
them,  whether  ill  one  or  more  men,  temporary  or  per- 
{>etaal,  eleftive  or  hereditary,  were  their  creatures ;  and 
deceiving  all  from  them,  could  confer  nothing  upoa 
ihem^ 
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Thi  contraSis  made  letween  magiJirateSf  and  thi  nations 
fhat  created  them,  were  real,  folemn'f  and  oHigatory. 

CnLJR  aufhoTy  having  with  big  words,  and  little  fenfef 
mveighed  agftinft  popular  and  mixed  govemmentSy  pro^ 
ceeds  as  if  he  had  proved  they  could  not,  or  ooght  not 
to  be.  "  If  it  be,"  fays  he,  "  unnatural  forthemuU 
♦*  titude  to  chufe  their  governors,  or  to  govern,  or  to 
**  partake  in  the  government;  -what  can  be  thought  of 
*'  that  damnable  conclufion  which  is  made  by  too  many, 
**  that  the  multitude  may  correft  or  depofe  their  princes, 
**  if  need  be?  Surely  the  unnaturalnefs  and  tnjuftice  of 
^«  this  pofition  cannot  fuificiently  be  cxpreflfed.  For  admit 
**  that  a  king  make  a  contraft  or  pad^ion  with  his  people 
"  originally  in  his  anceftors,  or  perfonally  at  his  coro- 
"  nation  (for  both  thefe  padlions  fome  dream  of,  but 
"  cannot  offer  any  proof  of  either) ;  yet  by  no  law  of  any 
"  nation  can  a  contract  be  (hought  broken,  except  firft 
•*  a  lawful  trial  be  had  by  the  ordinary  judge  of  the 
*'  breakers  thereof;  or  elfe,  every  man  may  be  both 
**  party  and  judge  in  his  own  cafe,  which  is  abfurd  once 
••  to  be  thought ;  for  then  it  will  lie  in  the  hands  of  the 
•*  hcadlcfs  multitude,  when  they  pleafe,  to  caft  off  the 
*'  yoke  of  government  that  God  hath  laid  upon  them, 
'*  and  to  judge  and  punifti  him,  by  whom  they  (hould  be 
**  judged  and  punifhed  themfelves."  To  this  I  firft 
anfwcr  briefly,  That  if  it  be  natural  for  the  multitude  to 
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chufe  dieir  gDvemors,  or  to  govern,  or  to  participate  of 
the  government  as  beft  pleafes  themfelves ;  or  that  there 
never  was  a  government  in  the  world  that  was  not  fo  fet 
up  by  them,  in  purfuance  of  the  power  naturally  inherent 
in  themfelves ;  what  <:an  be  thought  of  that  damnable 
conclufion,  which  has  been  made  by  fools  or  knaves, 
that  the  multitude  may  not,  if  need  be,  corre<ft  or  dcpofc 
their  own  magiftrates  ?  Surely  the  unnaturalnefs  and  in- 
juftice  of  fuch  a  pofition  cannot  be'fufficiently  expreffed. 
If  that  were  admitted,  all  the  mod  folemn  pads  and 
contracts  made  between  nations  and  their  magiftrates, 
originally  or  perfonally,  and  confirmed  by  laws  and  mu- 
tual oaths,  would  be  of  no  value.  He  that  would  break 
the  moft  facrcd  bonds,  that  can  be  amongft  men,  fhould 
by  perjury  and  wickedncfs 'become  judge  of  his  own  cafe, 
and  by  the  worft  of  crimes  procure  impunity  for  all.  It 
would  be  in  his  power  by  folly,  wickednefs,  and  mad- 
nefs,  to  deftroy  the  multitude,  which  he  was  created  and 
fwom  to  prcferve,  though  wife,  virtuous,  and  jufl,  and 
headed  by  the  wifeft  and  juftcft  of  men ;  or  to  lay  a  yoke 
upon  thofe  who  by  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  ought  to 
be  free:  he  might  in  his  own  cafe  judge  that  body  by 
which  he  ought  to  be  judged  \  and  who,  in  confideration 
of  themfelves,  and  their  own  good,  made  him  to  be 
whatfover  he  is  more  than  every  one  of  them  :  the  go- 
venments  inftituted  for  the  prefervation  of  nations  would 
turn  to  their  def^rudion :  it  would  be  impolTible  to  check 
the  fury  of  a  corrupt  and  perfidious  magiftrate :  the  worft 
of  men  would  be  raifed  to  a  height,  that  was  never  <\c^ 
Served  by  the  beft ;  and  the  aflurance  of  indemnity  would, 
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by  increafing  their  infolence,  turn  their  other  vices  intq 
snadoefs,  a$  has  beea  too  often  feen  jq  thole,  who  havti 
bad  more  power  t))fM»  tbey  deferved,  and  were  mckra 
bardly  broi:|j^  to  account  £0^  their  adion$  than  ougbt  to 
have  been  ;  though  I  never  beard  of  any  who  had  to 
much  as  our  author  aflert^  to  be  in  all,  ifor  (ha^  any  was 
abfolutely  affured  he  (hoidd  not  be  queiUooed  for  th^ 
;^bu{e  of  what  he  had. 

Befides,  if  every  people  may  govern,  or  conftitute  and 
fchufe  one  or  more  governors,  they  may  divide  thepowerf 
between  fcveral  men,  or  ranks  of  men,  allotting  to  every 
one  fo  much  as  they  pleafe,  or  retaining  fo  much  as  they 
think  fit.  This  has  been  pra£Hfcd  in  all  the  govern^ 
^ents,  which  under  fevcral  forms  have  flourilhed  in 
Paleftinc,  Greece,  Italy,  Germany,  France,  England, 
pnd  the  reft  of  the  world.  The  laws  of  every  place 
ibcw  what  the  power  of  the  refpeiSUve  magiftr^te  is, 
and,  by  declaring  how  much  is  allowed  to  him,  de- 
clare what  is  denied ;  for  he  has  not  that  which  he  has 
not ;  and  is  to  be  accounted  a  magiftrate  whilft  he  ex- 
crcifcs  that  whidi  he  has. 

If  any  doubts  do  hereupon  arifc,  I  hope  to  remove 
them,  proving,  in  the  firft  place,  that  feveral  nations 
have  plainly  and  explicitly  made  conlraSs  with  their 
magiftrates. 

2.  That  they  j^rc  implicit,  and  to  be  underftood,  where 
they  are  not  plainly  exprelTed. 

3.  That  they  are  not  dreams,  bpt  real  things,  and  per- 
petually obliging. 

4.  That  judges  are  in  many  places  appointed  to  de- 
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cidt  (!ic  cotttcft  arifing  from  the  breach  of  thefe  contradts; 
and  where  they  are  not,  or  the  party  offending  is  of  fuch 
force  or  pride,  that  he  will  not  fubmit,  nations  have 
been  obliged  to  take  the  extrcmeft  courfcs. 

To  the  firft:  I  fuppofc  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  the 
annual  magifiratcs  of  di\ers  commonwealths  arc  under 
fome  company  and  that  there  is  a  power  of  conftraining 
them  to  perform  the  contents,  or  to  punifli  them  for  the 
violation.  The  modeft  behaviour  of  the  Roman  confula 
and  didlators  (as  long  as  their  laws  were  in  force)  might 
not  probably  proceed  from  their  good-nature.  Though  the 
people  had  not  been^  as  our  author  fays,  **  mad,  foolifli, 
^*  and  always  difirous  to  chufe  the  worfl  men  for  being  moft 
'*  like  to  themfclves,"  but  admirably  wife  and  virtuous, 
it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  in  the  fpacc  of  three  or  four 
hundred  years  they  fhould  never  have  fallen  upon  one 
Vfho  would  have  tran%rcfled,  if  he  could  have  done  it 
fafely,  though  they  had  ufed  the  utmoft  <:aution  in  their 
choice.  But  the  power  of  the  confuls  being  only  for  a 
year,  that  of  the  ditSator  for  fix  months  at  moft,  and  the 
commiflion,  that  he  (hould  take  care  *  the  commonwealth 
might  fufler  no  damage,  (hews  the  end  and  condition 
upon  which  they  were  chofen ;  and  though  their  power  is  by 
fome  thought  to  have  been  abfolute,  yrt  the  confuls  were 
frequently  oppofed,  and  brought  into  order  by  the  fenate, 
tribunes,  or  people,  and  fomctimes  the  didlator  himfelf.t 
Camillas  in  his  fourth  didatorlhip  was  threatened  by  the 
tribunes  with  a  great  fine,  and  by  that  means  obliged  to 

♦  Nc  quid  detrimcnti  rcfpublica  accipiau  +  Plut.  vit.  Camil. 
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abdicate  his  magiftracy.  I  have  already  mentioned  Mar- 
cus Fabius  Maximus,  who  in  the  behalf  of  his  fon  Qutntus 
condemned  to  die  by  Papirius  ihe  didbror,  appealed  to 
the  •people:  and  when  the  conduft  of  Fabius,  in  the 
war  againft  Hannibal,  was  not  approved,  Nxnios  the 
the  tribune  thought  he  made  a  very  modell  propofnionj  in 
that  he  did  not  ilefire  his  magiftracy  (hould  be  abrogated ; 
but  that  the  maimer  of  the  horfe  (hould  be  made  equal  to 
him  in  power,  which  was  done  accordingly.  It  is  agreed 
by  all,  that  the  confuls  were  in  the  place  of  kings,  and 
that  the  power  of  the  didator  was  at  the  Icaft  equal  to 
what  theirs  had  been.  If  they  therefore  were  under  fuch 
a  rule,  which  they  could  not  tranfgrefs,  or  might  be  re- 
duced to  order  if  they  did,  and  forced  to  fubmit  to  the 
people  as  the  kings  had  done,  the  kings  were  alfo  made 
upon  the  fame  conditions,  and  equally  obliged  to  perform 
them. 

The  fcripture  is  more  clear  in  the  cafe.  The  judges 
arc  faid  to  have  been  in  power  equal  to  kings ;  and  I  may 
perhaps  acknowledge  it,  with  relation  to  the  deutcrono- 
mical  king,  or  fuch  as  the  people  might  have  chofen  with- 
out oftrnding  God.  The  Gileaditcs  made  a  covenant 
with  Jcphthah,  that  he  (hould  be  their  head  and  captain: 
he  would  not  return  to  his  country  till  they  had  done  it. 

This  was  performed  folemnly  before  the  Lord  in  Mif- 
pcth,  and  all  Ifrael  followed  them.  They  might  there- 
fore make  a  covenant  with  their  kings,  for  the  difference 

♦  Qui  folus  plus  quam  lua  di£lura  potcft  pollctque,  cui  oc  rfgps  ccITcre, 
ice.  T.  l-iv.  1.  \iii. 
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ef  Jiafne  does  not  increafe  or  dimini(h  the  right.  Nay 
they  were  in  duty  obliged  to  do  it :  the  words  of  the  xviith 
of  Deuter.  "  He  (hall  not  multiply  wives,  &c.  that  his 
**  heart  be  not  lifted  up^  above  his  brethren,"  can  have 
no  other  fignification,  than  that  they  fhould  take  care  he 
did  it  not,  or,  as  Jofephus  fays,  hinder  him  if  he  attempt 
It ;  for  the  law  was  not  given  to  the  king  who  was  not, 
but  to  thofe  who  might  make  him  if  they  thought  fit.  In 
purfuance  of  this  law^ 

[The  reft  of  this  chapter  is  wanting  in  the  original 
Irianufcript.] 
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KtngSi  not  being  fathers  of  their  people^  nor  excelling  all 
others  in  virtue^  can  have  no  other  jujl  power  than 
%phat  the  laws  give  ;  nor  any  title  (o  the  privileges  of 
the  Lord*s  anointed* 

XjLAVING  proved,  that  the  right  of  fathers  is  from 
pature,  and  incommunicable,  it  muft  follow,  that  every 
man  doth  perpetually  owe  all  love,  refpedl,  fervice,  and 
pbediencci  to  him  that  did  be^et^  no\xvi{h,  and  educate 
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]iim,  and  to  no  other  under  that  name.  No  man  therc^ 
fof«  can  dabn  the  right  of  a  father  over  anv%  except  one 
thMthfo;  no  man  can  ferve  twu  mailers;  the  extern  ^nd 
peiyetuity  of  the  duty  which  cyctj  man  owes  to  his  f;i- 
thcr,  remfefB  k  imp.>friblt  for  him  to  owe  tlic  hmc  to  anf 
odier:  this  right  of  father  caraiot  be  devuhcd  to  the  heir 
of  the  father,  othcrwife  thm  as  every  fon  by  Ac  law  of 
nature  is  lieir  to  his  father,  and  has  the  fame  right  of 
commanding  his  children,  as  his  father  had  of  ^xmimand* 
ing  him  when  he  was  a  child :  no  man  can  owe  to  his 
brother  that  which  he  owed  to  his  father,  becaufe  he  can- 
not receive  that  from  him  which  he  had  from  his  father; 
but  the  utmoft  of  all  abfurdities  that  can  enter  into  the 
^eart  of  man  is,  for  one  to  exadt  the  rights  due  to  a  fa- 
thcr,  who  has  no  other  title  than  force  and  ufurpation,  it 
bein^  no  Icfs  than  to  fay,  that  I  owe  as  mucli  to  one 
wh<;  has  done  me  the  grcateft  of  all  injuries,  as  to  liim 
who  has  conferred  upon  me  the  greatcft  benefits  :  or, 
which  is  yet  woifc,  if  pofTible,  that  as  tliefc  ufurpations 
cannot  be  made  but  by  robbing,  fp)iling,  imprifoning, 
or  killing  the  pcrfon  in  polleflion ;  that  duty,  which  by 
the  eternal  law  of  nature  I  owe  to  my  father,  fhould 
<>hligc  me  to  pay  the  fame  veneration,  obedience,  and 
ftrvicc,  to  the  man  that  hasfpoiled,  imprifoncd,  or  killed 
rrv  father,  as  I  owed  to  him  ;  or  that  the  fame  law,  which 
obliged  me  to  obey  and  defend  my  father,  becaufe  he  was 
(o,  ihould  oblige  mc  to  obey  and  defend  his  enemy,  becaufe 
he  has  imprifoned  or  killed  him;  and  not  only  to  pa fs 
f)vcr  the  law  of  God,  which  makes  me  the  avenger  of  my 
father's  blood,  but  to  reward  his  murderer  with  the  rights 
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Aat  comprehend  all  that  is  moft  tender  and  facred  tu 
nature,  and  to  look  upon  one  that  has  done  me  th^ 
greateft  of  all  injudiccs  and  injuries,  as  upon  him  to 
vhom  I  owe  my  birth  and  education.  This  being  cvu 
dent  to  all  thofe  who  have  any  meafurc  of  common  fenfep 
I  fuppofe  it  may  be  faCdy  concluded,  that  what  right  fo* 
ever  a  father  may  have  over  his  family,  it  cannot  relatf 
to  that  which  a  king  has  over  his  people ;  unlefs  he,  like 
the  man  in  the  ifland  of  Pines,  mentioned  before,  be  alfe 
the  father  of  them  all.  That  which  is  abfolutely  unlike 
in  manner  and  fiibdance,  inAitution  and  excrcife,  muft 
be  unlike  in.  all  refp6<^  ;  and  the  concluiions,  which 
have  their  ftrength  from  fimilitude  and  parity,  can  have 
none  when  there  is  not  the  lead  fimilitude  of  either.  And 
tho'  it  were  true,  that  fathers  arc  held  by  no  contracts, 
(which  generally  it  is  not ;  for  when  the  fon  is  of  age, 
and  does  fomething  for  the  father  to  which  he  is  not 
pbliged,  or  gives  him  that  which  he  is  not  bound  to  give, 
fuppofe  an  inheritance  received  from  a  friend,  goods  of 
his  own  acquiiition,  or  that  he  be  emancipated,  all  good 
laws  look  upon  thofe  things  as  a  valuable  confideratiop, 
^L[i4  give  the  famp  force  to  contracts  thereupon  made,  at 
'  to  thofe  that  pais  between  (brangers),  it  could  have  no  re- 
lation to  our  queftion  concerning  kings.  One  principal 
reafon,  that  renders  it  very  little  nccelfary  by  the  laws  oi 
xutions,  to  reftrain  the  power  of  parents  over  their  chiU 
dren,  is,  becaufe  it  is  prefumed  they  cannot  abufe  it; 
they  are  thought  to  have  a  law  in  their  bowels,  obliging 
them  more  ftridly  to  feck  their  good,  than  all  thofe  thai 
call  b^  laid  upon  them  by  another  power;  and  yet  if  the) 
'  dc^at 
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depart  from  it,  fo  as  inhumtinlY  to  abufc  or  kill  their 
ehUdrcn,  they  arc  puniflit^H  with  as  much  rigour,  and 
accounted  more  unpardonable  th:in  other  men*  Ig* 
nomncc  or  wilful  malice  pcrfuading  our  author  to  jrafs 
overall  this,  he  boldly  affirms,  *' That  the  father  of  a 
•*  family  governs  it  by  no  otlier  law  than  his  own  wSll^" 
ftnd  from  thence  infers,  that  the  condition  of  kings  is  the 
fame.  He  would  fecm  to  fafren  the  liarfhncfs  of  this  pro- 
|)ofition  hy  faymg,  *^  That  a  king  Is  always  dcd  by  the  fame 
^'  law  of  nature  to  keep  this  general  ground ^  that  the  fafety 
^  of  tiic  kiFigdom  is  his  chief  la  w\"  But  he  fpoils  it  in  the 
next  page,  by  afferting,  **  That  it  is  not  right  for  kings 
<*  to  do  injury  ;  but  it  is  right,  that  they  go  unpunifhcd 
"  by  the  people,  if  they  do;  fo  that  in  this  point  it  is  all 
"  one,  whether  Samuel  dcfcribe  a  king  or  a  tyrant; 
**  for  patient  obedience  is  due  unto  both  ;  no  remedy  in 
^*  the  text  againft  tyrants,  but  crying  and  praying  unto 
M  God  in  that  day."  In  this  our  author,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  theatres,  runs  round  in  a  circle,  pretends 
to  grant  that  which  is  true,  and  then  by  a  lye  endeavours 
to  dcftroy  all  again.  Kings  by  the  law  of  nature  are 
obliged  to  feek  chic-fly  the  good  of  the  kingdom  ;  but  there 
is  no  remedy  if  they  do  it  not;  which  is  no  lefs  than  to 
put  all  upon  the  confcience  of  thofc  who  manifeftly  have 
none.  But  if  God  has  appointed,  that  all  other  tnnf- 
greffions  of  the  laws  of  nature,  by  which  a  private  man 
receives  damage,  lliould  be  punifhed  in  this  world,  not- 
withflanding  the  right  referved  to  himfelf  of  a  future  pu- 
ninuDcnt ;  I  defire  to  know,  why  this  alone,  by  which 
ftholc  nations  may  be,  and  often  are  dcftroyed,  (honld 
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<&ape  the  hands  of  juftice?  If  he  prefume  no  law  to  be 
fiecef&ry  in  this  cafe^  becaufe  it  cannot  be  thought,  diat 
kings  will  tranfgrefs,  as  there  was  no  law  in  Sparta 
againft  adultery,  becaufe  it  was  not  thought  poflfible  for 
men  educated  under  that  difcipline  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  a 
crime  \  and  as  divers  nations  left  a  liberty  to  fiithers  to 
difpofe  of  their  children  as  they  thought  fit,  becaufe  It 
could  not  be  imagined,  that ,  any  one  would  abufe  that 
power  J  he  ought  to  remember,  that  the  Spartans  were  ' 
miftaken,  and  for  want  of  that  law,  which  they  c(\cetacd 
ufelefs,  adulteries  became  as  common  there  as  in  any 
part  of  the  world :  and  the  other  error  being  almoft  every- 
where difcovered,  the  laws  of  all  civilized  nations  make 
ic  capital  for  a  man  to  kill  his  children ;  and  give  redrcfi^ 
to  children,  if  they  fufFer  any  other  extreme  injuries  from 
their  parents,  as  well  as  other  perfons.  But  though  this  were 
not  (o,  it  would  be  nothing  to  our  queftion,  unlefs  it 
could  be  fuppofed,  that  whoever  gets  the  power  of  a  na- 
tion into  his  hands,  mufl  be  immediately  filled  with  the 
(ame  tendernefs  of  aSfedion  to  the  people  under  him,  as 
a  father  naturally  has  towards  the  children  he  hath  be- 
gotten. He  that  is  of  this  opinion,  may  examine  the^ 
lives  of  Herod,  Tiberius,  Caligula,  and  fome  later 
princes  of  like  inclinations,  and  conclude  it  to  be  true,  if 
he  find  that  the  whole  courfe  of  their  a<^ions,  in  relattoa 
to  the  people  under  ihcm,  do  well  fuit  with  the  tender 
and  facred  name  of  father  ^  and  altogether  falfe,  if  he 
find  the  contrary.  But  as  every  man  that  confidcrs 
what  rhas  been,  or  fees  what  is  every  day  done  in  the 
world,  muft  confeft,  that  princes,  or  thofc  who  govern 
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thettii  do  moft  frequently  fo  utterly  rcje<!l  all  tfioughts  of 
tcndcmcfs  and  piety  towards  the  nations  under  them,  as 
rsther  to  fcek  what  can  be  drawn  from  thcnij  than  what 
fliould  be  done  for  them,  and  fomctimes  become  their 
moftbntcf  and  publk  enemies;  it  Is  ridkulous  to  make 
the  faft'ty  of  nations  to  drpcnd  upon  a  fuppofitlon^  which 
by  daily  experience  we  find  to  be  falfe;  and  impious,  to 
prefer  the  luOs  of  a  man,  who  violates  the  moft  facred 
laws  of  nature,  by  dcf^njying  thofc  he  is  obliged  to  pre- 
fcrve,  before  the  welt'irc  of  that  people,  for  whofc  good 
he  is  made  to  be  what  he  is,  if  there  beany  thing  of 
juftiee  in  the  power  he  excrcifes. 

Our  author  foolKhly  thinks  to  dover  the  enormity  of^ 
this  nonfenfe,  by  turning  "  falutem  populi"  into  "  falu-* 
"  tern  regni:**  for  though  **  regnum"  may  be  taken  for  thtf 
power  of  commanding,  in  which  fcnfe  the  prefcrvationi  of 
it  is  the  ufual  objecl  of  the  care  of  princes ;  yet  it  doe^ 
more  rightly  (ignify  the  body  of  that  riation,  which  is' 
governed  by  a  king.  And  therefore,  if  the  maxim  be 
true,  as  he  acknowledges  it  to  be,  then  **  falus  populi  eft 
•<  lex  fuprema  ;"  and  the  firft  thing  we  are  to  inquire  is, 
whether  the  government  of  this  or  that  man  do  conduce 
to  the  aceomplifhment  of  that  fupreme  law,  or  not ;  for 
otherwife  it  ought  to  have  been  faid,  '*  falus  regis  eft  lex 
**  fuprema,*'  which  certairily  never  enitered  into  the  head 
of  a  wifer  of  better  man  than  Filmer. 

His  reafons  are  as  good  as  his  dodlrine :  "  No  law,** 
fays  he,  "  can  be  impofed  on  kings,  becaufe  there  were 
•^  kings,  before  any  laws  were  made."  This  would  not 
follow,  though  the  propofition  w«r«  true;  for  they,  who 
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itnfokii  no  laws  upon  ehe  kii^  they  at  firfl  made,  front 
an  opinion  of  their  virtue,  as  in  thofe  called  by  the  an- 
cients "  hcroum  regna,"  might  lay  reftridlions  upon 
them,  when  they  were  found  not  to  anfwer  the  expec- 
tation conceived  of  rtiem,  or  that  their  fucceflbrs  degene- 
rated from  their  virtue.  Other  nations  alfo,  being  in-^ 
ftruflcd  by  the  ill  efiedls  of  an  unlimited  power  given  to 
fonw  kings  (if  there  was  any  fuch),  might  wifely  avoid  the 
Fock  upon  which  their  neighbours  had  fplit,  and  }uft!y 
moderate  that  power,  whidi  had  been  pernicious  to  others. 
However,  a  propofition  of  fo  great  importance  ought  to 
be  proved ;  but  that  being  hard,  and  perhaps  impofliblcy 
bccaufe  the  original  of  nations  is  almoft  wholly  unknown 
to  us,  and  their  pradHce  fccms  to  have  been  fo  various, 
that  what  is  true  in  one,  is  not  fo  in  another;  he  is 
pleafed  only  to  affirm  it,  without  giving  the  leaft  fhadow 
of  a  reafon  to  perfuade  us  to  believe  him.  This  might 
juftify  me,  if  1  (hould  rejeft  his  affertion  as  a  thing  faid 
gratis:  but  I  may  fafcly  go  a  ftep  further,  and  affirm^ 
that  men  lived  under  laws  before  there  were  any  kings ; 
which  cannot  be  denied,  if  fuch  a  power  neceflarily  be- 
fongs  to  kings  as  he  afcribes  to  them*  For  Nimrod,  who 
eftablifhed  his  kingdom  in  Babel,  is  the  firft  who  by  the 
fcripture  is  faid  to  have  be  been  a  mighty  one  in  the  earth. 
He  was  therefore  the  firft  king,  or  kings  were  not  mighty; 
and  he  being  the  firft  king,  mankind  muft  have  lived  till 
his  time  without  laws,  or  elfe  laws  were  made  before 
kings.  To  fay  that  there  was  then  no  law,  is  in  many 
icfpctS^s  moft  abfurd  ;  for  the  nature  of  man  cannot  be 
Without  it,  and  the  violences  committed  by  ill  men  be- 
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fore  the  floo<!,  could  not  have  bcrn  blamed  if  there] 
been  no  law  ^  for  that  which  is  not,  cannot  be  tranrgreffcd, 
Cain  could  not  have  feared^  that  eveiy  man  who  met  him 
would  flay  him,  if  there  had  not  been  a  law  to  flay  him 
that  had  flain  another.  But  in  this  cafe  the  fcripture  1$ 
clear,  at  kaft  from  the  time  that  Noah  went  out  of  the 
ark  V  for  God  then  gave  him  a  law  fufficicot  for  the  ftatc 
of  things  at  that  timc>  if  all  violence  was  prohibited  un- 
der the  name  of  fhcdding  blood,  though  not  under  the 
fame  penalty  as  murder.  But  penal  liws  being  in  vain,* 
if  there  be  none  to  execute  them,  fuch  as  know  God 
does  nothing  in  vain,  may  conclude,  that  he  who  gave 
this  law,  did  appoint  fome  way  for  its  execution,  though 
unknown  to  us.  There  is  therefore  a  law  not  given  by 
kings,  but  laid  upon  fuch  as  (hould  be  kings,  as  well  as 
on  any  other  pcrfons,  by  one  who  is  above  them  ;  and 
perhaps  I  may  fay,  that  this  law  prcffeth  moft  upon  them^ 
becaufc  they  who  have  moft  power,  do  moft  frequently 
break  out  into  adls  of  violence,  and  moft  of  all  difdain  to 
have  their  will  rcftrained :  and  he  that  will  exempt  kings 
from  this  law,  muft  either  find,  that  they  are  excepted 
in  the  text,  or  tliat  God  who  gave  it  has  not  a  power 
over  them. 

Moreover  it  has  been  proved  at  the  beginning  of  this 
treatife,  that  the  firft  kings  were  of  the  accurfcd  race, 
and  reigned  over  the  accurfed  nations,  whilft  the  holy 
feed  had  none.  If  tlierefore  there  was  no  law  where 
there  was  no  king,  the  accurfed  pofterity  of  Ham  had 
laws,  when  the  bleflcd  dcfccndents  of  Shem  had  none, 
which  is  moft  abfurd ;    the  word  *<  outlaw,"  or  "  law- 

"  lefs, 
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^leliy"  being  ofteii  given  to  tlic  wicked^  but  never 
the  juft  and  rif^cpus. 

The  inipiou^  fbily  of  iudi  afleitions  goes  farther  ths 
bur  author  pethaps  fuijietSed :  for  if  there  be  no  la 
where  there  it  rib  king,  the  Ifraelites  had  ho  law.t 
Saul  If  as  made  kii^  arid  then  the  law  they  had  was  froi 
ilim.  Thef  had  no  king  before,  for  they  afked  oh 
Thejr  could  not  have  ailked  one  of  Samuel,  if  he  hs 
Wen  a  king.  He  had  not  been  otfended,  and  God  h: 
tet  imputed  to  them  the  (in  of  rejecting  hiih,  if  they  hs 
^ed  $hat  only  which  he  had  fet  over  them.  If  Samu 
iHrere  ilot  king,  Mofes,  Jofliuay  and  the  other  judge 
^cre  not  kings ;  for  they  were  no  more  than  he.  'f  h( 
had  therefore  no  king,  and  consequently,  if  our  auth 
fay  true,  no  law.  If  they  had  no  law  till  Saul  was  kin] 
Aey  never  had  any ;  for  he  gave  them  none ;  and  tl 
propbeis  were  to  blame  for  denouncing  judgments  again 
them  for  tecedihg  from,  or  breaking  their  law ;  if  the 
hAd  noiie.  Fte  cannot  fay  that  Samuel  gave  them  a  law* 
iar  diat  which  he  wrote  in  a  book,  and  laid  up  befoj 
the  Lord,  was  not  a  law  to  the  people,  but  to  the  kinj 
if  it  had  i>eeh  a  law  to  the  people  it  mud  have  beeii  mac 
public ;  but  as  it  was  only  to  the  king,  he  laid  it  up  bi 
ibfc  God,  to  tcftify  agaihit  him  if  he  fliould  adventure  i 
break  it.  Or  if  it, was  a  law  to  the  people,  the  matti 
.  it  not  mended ;  fot  it  wasgiven  in  the  time  of  a  king  t 
one  who  was  not  kipg.  But  in  truth  it  was  the  la 
ot  the  kingdom  by  ^hich  he  was  king,  and  had  bcc 

♦  I  Sam.  Xi 

VdL*  IL  N  t«\xg) 


i86  DISCOURSES  .qif 

wholly  impertinent,  if  it  wa*  not  to  bin^  hiip.;  ibr  ft  yc^-  ^ 

given  to  no  other  pcrfon,  and  to  no  other  endL 

Our  author's  aflertion,  upon  which  all  h}s  dodrinc 
is  grounded,  "  That  there  is  no  nation  that  sdlows.cbil- 
**  dren  any  adion  or  remedy  for  being  unjujlly  gpverned/! 
is  as  impudently  falfe  as  any  other  proppfed  by  l^m; 
for  though  a  child  will  not  be  heard  that  CQmj)lains  of  di^ 
rod;  yet  our  own  law  gives  relief  to  children  again(l 
their  fathers,  as  well  as  againft  other  perfons  that  da 
them  injuries,  upon  which  we  may  fee  many  ill  efle6ts, 
and  I  do  rather  relate  than  commend  tbe.pradlicc..  In- 
other-places  the  law  gives  relief  againft  the  extravagancies'  - 
of  which  fiithers  may  be  guilty  in  relation  to  their  chiU 
drcn,  though  not  to  that  cxcefs  as  to  bring  them  fo  ncair 
to  an  equality  as  in  England:  they  cannot  imprifon,  fell,, 
or  kill,  their  children,,  without  expofing.  thcmfclvcs  to 
the  fame  punirtimcnts  with  other  men:  and  if  they  take 
their  cftates  from  them,  the  law  is  open  and  gives  relief 
againft  them ;  but  on  the  other  fide,  children  arc  pu-, 
niflied  with  death,  if  they  ftrike  or  outragcoufly  abufc 
their  parents ;  which  is  not  fo  with  us. 

N(nv,  if  the  laws  of  nations  take  fuch  care  tg  prefer vc 
private  men  from  being  too  hardly  ufed  by  their  true  and) 
natural  fathers,  who  have  fuch  a  love  and  tendcrnefs  for 
tlicni  in  their  own  blood,  that  the  moil  wicked  and  bar- 
barous do  much  more  frequently  commit  crimes  for  them 
than  :igainl>  them  ;  how  niuch  more  neceffary  is  it  to  re- 
ftrain  the  fury  that  kings,  who  at  the  beft  are  but  p]\an- 
talTical  fathers,  may  excrcife  to  the  deftruc^ion  of  the 
whole  peoj4e  r    It  is  a  folly  to  fay  that  David,  and  fomc 
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btiicr  kings,  have  had,  of  that  all  fliould  have  a  tender 
ncTs  of  affedion  towards  their  people  as  towards  thei 
children ;  for  befides  that  even  thcilr  firft  propofftion  i 
not  acknowledged,  and  will  be  hardly  verified  ill  any  on 
inAance^  Acre  is  a  v»ft  diftance  between  what  men  ougfc 
to  be,  and  What  they  arc*  Every  man  ought  to  b 
juft,  true,  and  charitable;  and  if  they  were  fo,  la^ 
Would  be  of  noufc:  but  it  Were  a  madnefs  to  abolii 
them  upon  a  fuppofition  that  they  are  fo ;  or  tb  lca\ 
them  to  a  future  punifliihertt,  Which  many  do  n< 
believe,  or  riot  regard,  t  am  not  obliged  to  believe,  th: 
David  loVcd  every  Ifraclite  as  well  as  his  fori  Abfalom 
but  though  he  had,  t  could  not  from  thertce  infer,  th 
all  kings  do  fo,  unlefs  I  were  furc  that  all  of  them  we 
as  wife  and  virtuous  as  he.* 

But  to  come  more  clofe  to  the  matter*  do  We  n< 
know  of  many  kings  who  have  come  to  their  power  I 
the  moft  wicked  mearis  that  can  enter  into  the  heart  < 
mani  even  by  the  jnoft  outrageous  injuries  done  to  tl 
people,  fometimes  by  a  foreign  aid"?  As  kings  were,  1 
the  power  of  the  Rpmans,  impc3fcd  upon  the  Britor 
that  they  might  Waftc  the  forces,  and  break  the  fpirits 
that  fierce  people.  This  Tacitus  acknowledges,  and  faj 
"  That  amongft  other  inftrumcnts  of  enflaving  natior 
"  »thcy  impofed  kings  upon  them*.'*  The  Medic 
Were  made  matters  of  Florence  by  the  force  of  Charl 
the  Fifth's  army.  Sometimes,  by  a  corrupt  party 
their  own  country,   they  have  dcllroyed  the  bcft  mc 
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and  fubducd  the  reft;  as  Agathoclcs,  DJan7fitJ.s  and* 
Cxfar,  did  at  Rome  and  Syracufc.  Others  taking  upor* 
them  to  defend  a  people,  have  turned  the  armis*  with 
which  they  were  cntrufted,  againfl  their  own  maftcrs ;  a» 
Francefco  Sfona^  who,  being  chofen  by  thofe  of  Milan  to 
be  their  general  againit  the  Venetians^  made  peace  witli 
them^  and  by  their  afliftancc  made  himfelf  prince,  or,  in 
our  autlwr's  phrafe,  father  of  that  great  city.  I  f  thefe  be 
afts  of  fendcrncfs^  lov«,  JLiftiee,  and  charity,  thofc  wh^ 
commit  them  may  well  think  they  have  gained  the  at- 
fecBions  of  their  people^  a!id  grow  to  love  thofe  fronr 
whom  they  fear  nothing*  and  by  whom  they  think  they 
ace  lov£d.  But  if,  on  the  otheshand^  they  know  they 
have  attained  to  their  greatncfs  by  the  worft  of  all  vil- 
lainies, and  that  they  are  on  that  account  become  the 
objedl  of  the  public  hatred,  they  can  do«  no  lefs,  than 
hate  and  fear  thofe  by  whom  they  know  thcmfelvcs  to  be 
hated.  The  Italians  ordinarily  iay^  that  he  who  does^ 
an  injuiy  never  pardons,  becaufe  ha  thinks-  ha  is  never 
pardoned*:  but  he  that  enflavcs  and  oppreflfcs  a  people^ 
docs  an  injury,. which  can  never  be  pardoned^  and  there-, 
fore  fears  it  will  be  revenged. 

Other  princes,,  who  come  to  their  thrones  by  better 
ways,  and  arc  not  contented  with  the  power  that  the  law 
allows,  draw  the  fame  hatred  upon  themfelves,  when' 
they  endeavour  by  force  or  fraud  to  enlarge  it ;  and  muft- 
iux:effarily  fear  and  hate  their  own  people,  as  much  as. 
he,  who  by.  the  ways  bcfjre-mentioncd  has  betrayed  or 

*  Chi  fa  iajura  Qon  perdona  mai. 

fubdUe* 


GOVERNMENT.  I^^ 

Tilbdtied  them.  Our  author  makes  nothing  of  this ;  httt^ 
taking  it  for  granted^  that  it  was  all  one  whether  Samuel 
^ke  of  a  king  or  a  tyrant,  declares  that  the  fame  patient 
obedience  is  due  tq  both  ;  but,  ndt  being  pleafed  to  givei 
any  reafon  why  we  fhould  believe  him^  I  intend  ti 
offer  fome,  why  we  (hould  not. 

Tixd,  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  or  inditutipn  of 
oionarchy»  Aiat  obliges  nations  to  bear  the  exorbitances 
of  it,  when  it  degenerates  into  tyranny. 

In  the  fecond  place,  we  have  no  precept  for  it. 

Thirdly,  We  have  many  approved  examples,  and  oc- 
cafional  particular  commands  to  the  contrary. 

1.  To  Ac  fir  ft  ^  The  point  of  paternity  being  ex* 
frtained  {  the  duty  of  children  to  parents  proved  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  benefits  recelred  from  them,  and  that  tfie' 
power  over  them,  which  at  the  firft,  feenw  to  have  beeii 
left  at  large,  beca«fe  it  was  diought  they  would  never 
afbufe  it,  has  long  fince  bee«  much  reftrained  in  all  d- 
v41ixed  nations,  and  particularly  in  our  own ;  we  may 
conclude,  that  men  are  all  made  of  the  (ame  pafte,  and 
that  one  owes  no  more  to  another,  ftian  another  to  him, 
unlefs  for  fome  benefit  received,  or  by  virtue  of  fome 
promife  made.  The  duty  arifing  from  a  benefit  received^ 
muft  be  proportionable  to  it:  that  which  grows  from  a 
promife,  is  determined  by  the  promife  or  contrad  made^ 
according  to  the  true  fenfe  and  meaning  of  it.  He  diere- 
fere,  that  would  know  what  the  Babylonians,  Hebrews, 
Athenians,  or  Romans,  did  owe  to  Nimrod,  Saul,  The* 
tfos,  or  Romuliisy  muft  inquire  what  bcnefiit  were  rc»^ 
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cpye4  f*>fn  theiti,    or  what  was   promifcd  to  them* 
It  OMfiet  be  feid,   fliat  any  tiling  was  due  to  them 
(9r   the  fake  of  their  parents  ^    tlKv  could  have  no 
|pceiogat|ve  by   birth  :    Nimrod   was  the  lixth  fon  of 
Cuftbt  th^  fpn  of  Cham,  who  was  die  youngeft  fen  of 
Noah:   his  kingdom  was  qrded,  whilft  Noah,  and  his 
elder  fon$  Shcm  and  Japhet,  as  well  as  Ham,  Cu(h»  and 
his  ciqe;'  fbns,   were  Aill  living.     Saul  was  the  fon  of 
Kitli',  a  hnan  of  Benjamin,  who  was  the  youngeft  fon  of 
Jacob ;   apd  he  wss  chofcn  in  the  moft  democratical  way 
by  Ipt  amoogft  the  whole  people.     Thcfcus,  according 
of  the  curtom  of  the  times,  pretended  to  be  the  fon  of 
Neptune  ;    and  Rhea  was  fo  well  plcafcd  m  ith  the  foldicr 
that  had  gotten  her  with  child,  that  flic  rcfolvcd  to  think, 
Qi;  tiy,.  tiiat  Mars  was  the  father  of  the  children,  that  is 
to  fay,  tJicy  were  baftards;    and  therefore,  whatever  was 
4ue  to  them,  was  upon  their  own  perfonal  account,  with- 
put  any  regard  to  their  progenitors.     This  muft  be  mea- 
fured  according  to  what  they  did  for  thofe  nations  before 
they  were  kingS)  or  by  the  manner  of  their  advancement. 
Kothing  can  be  pretended  before  they  were  kings :  Nim^^ 
i^  rofe  up  after  the  confufion  of  languages,   and  the 
people,  that  undcrftood  the  tongue  he  fpokc,    followed 
him ;   Saul  was  a  young  man  unknown  in  Ifrael ;    Thc- 
fcus and  Romulus  had  nothing  to  recommend  tlicm,  be- 
fore other  Atheni^^ns  apd  Romans,  except  the  reputation 
of  their  valour ;   and  thehonours  conferred  upon  them 
for  tliat  reafon  muft;  proceed  from  expe<Aation  or  hope, 
and  not  from,  gratitude  or  obligation.     It  muft  therefore 
i^cecd  fufoi  tb^  mannec.by  whieln  they  ean^c  to  be 
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Icings-  tfe  that  neither  Is  nor  has  any  title  to  be  a  king, 
izn  come  to  be  fo  only  by  force,  or  by  confent.  I  f  by  force,, 
he  does  not  confer  a  benefit  upon  the  people,  but  injures 
them*  in  the  moft  outrageous  manner.  If  it  be  pofliblc  there- 
fore, or  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  one  man  did  ever  fub* 
due  a  multitude,  he  can  noothcrwife  refemble  a  father, 
than  the  worft  of  all  enemies,  who  docs  the  greatcft  mif- 
chicfs,  rcfemblcs  the  beft  of  all  friends,  who  confers  the 
moft  ineftimablc  benefits ;  and  confequently  docs  as  juftly 
dcferve  the  utmoft  cfk6\s  of  hatred,  as  the.  other  does  of 
love,  refpcd,  and  fervice.  If  by  confent,  he  whp  is 
raifed  from  amcM^  the  people,  and  placed  above  his 
brethren,  receives  great  honours  aad  advantages,  but 
confers  none.  The  obligations  of  gratitude  are  on  his 
fide,  and  whatfoever  he  does  in  acknowledgment  to  his 
bcnefadtors  for  their  love  to  him,  is  no  more  than  his 
duty;  and  he  can  demand  no  more  from  them,  than 
what  they  think  fit  to  add  to  the  favours  alreadjr  received. 
If  more  be  pretended,  it,  myft  be  by  virtue  of  that  con., 
traft,  and  can  no  othcrwifebe  proved,  than  by  producing 
it  to  be  examined,  that  the  true  {cnk,  meaning,  and  in*. 
tcntion  of  it,  may  be  known. 

This  contradl  muft  be  io  form  and  fubftance  accord- 
ing to  a  general  rule  given  to  all  mankind,  or  fuch  as  is 
left  to  the  will  of  every  nation.  If  a  general  one  be  pre- 
tended, It  ought  to  be  (hewn,  that,  by  inquiring  into 
the  contents,  wc  may  underftand  the  force  and  extent  of 
it.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  it  may  juftly  pafs  for  a 
fi<5lion;  no  conclufion  can  be  drawn  firomit;  and  we 
jW/  b0  furc,  that  what  contradts  focvcr  have  been  made 
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-hctwecn  nations  and  their  kings,  haye  been  6|^ed  ap* 
Cording  to  the  will  of  thofe  nsi^tioiis ;  and  confequently, 
kow  many  foevcr  ihey  are,  and  whatfoevcr  the  fenfe  of 
any  or  all  of  them  may  be,  they  can  oblige  no  man,  ex- 
cept thofe,  or  at  the  moft  the  defcpndenfs  of  thofe  that 
made  them.  Whoever  dierefbre  woul4  p<^uade  us,  that 
ene  or  more  nations  are,  by  virtue  of  thofe  coqtradsj  bound 
to  bear  all  the  Infolences  of  tyrants,  is  obliged  to  (hew^ 
that  by  thofe  contra6h  they  did  for  ever  indefinitely  bind 
(hemfelves  fo  to  do,  how  great  foever  they  might  be. 

I  may  juftly  go  a  ftcp  further^  and  affirm,  that  if  any 
fuch  (hould  ajppear  in  the  world,  the  folly  and  turpitude 
of  the  thing  would  be  a  fufficicnt  evidence  of  the  madnefs 
of  thofe  that  made  it,  and  utterly  deftroy  the  contents  of 
it :  but  no  fuch  having  been  as  yet  produced,  nor  any 
reafon  given  to  perfuade  a  wife  man  that  there  has  ever 
been  any  fuch,  at  lead  among  civilized  nations  (for  whom 
only  we  are  concerned),  it  may  he  concluded  there  never 
was  any;  or  if  there  were,  they  do  not  at  all  relate  to 
our  fubjeft ;  and  confequcntly,  that  nations  ftill  continue 
In  their  native  liberty,  and  arc  no  othcrwife  obliged  to 
endure  the  infolcnce  of  tyrants,  than  they,  or  each  of 
them,  may  eAeem  them  tolerable. 

2.  To  the  fecond :  thpugh  the  words  of  Samuel  had  im- 
plied a  ncccflity  incumbent  upon  the  Hebrews  to  bear  all 
the  injuries  that  their  kings  fhould  do  to  them,  it  could  no- 
way relate  tq  us ;  for  he  does  not  fpeak  of  all  kings,  but 
of  fuch  as  they  had  afked,  even  fuch  as  reigned  over  tlic 
(Uvi(h  Afiatics  their  neighbours,  who  are  no  lefs  infa- 
79011s  in  the  world  for  their  bafcncfs  and  cowardice,  than 
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rf^ttflablt  for  their  iddatry  and  vices.  It  was  not  a  plot 
tr  trick  of  Sait^uel  to  keep  the  governnoent  in  himfeif  and 
^mily:  fuchiinirnlousexpreffionsor  thoughts  are  fit  only 
for  Filmer,  Heylin^  ai|d  their  difcipU^s :  but  the  prophet^ 
l^eing  troubled  at  the  folly  apd  wickednefs  of  the  peo|d^ 
who  chofe  pilber  to  fubjed  them&lves  to  the  irrq;ular 
will  of  a  Ri^y  tfian  to  be  governed  by  God^  and  his  law^ 
ijidy  by  t)i€  ifmnediatecomipand  of  God,  deplane  to  them 
what  would  bf  ftie  pvcnt  of  thpir  fury;  that  fince  they 
would  be  like  to  their  neighbours  in  (in  and  folly^  he  txA4 
them  thiey  ihould  be  like  to  thpm  in  (hame  and  miiery ; 
fince  they  df&rpd  to  ^aft  (rff  the  thing  that  was  good* 
^ey  fboidd  fufif  r  ^vil  as  the  ppodu^  of  their  own  couiw. 
fjels ;  and  that  when  they  fhpijld  cry  to  the  Lord,  from  a 
^fjenfe  of  thpr  mifericsy  he  does  not  tell  them,  as  our  au« 
thor  fal&ly  fiiys,  they  (hould  have  no  other  remedy  againir 
tyr^nts  but  crying  and  praying,  but  that  their  cries  an4l 
prayers  ibould  not  be  heard.  It  was  juft,  that  when  they 
had  rcjedcd  God,  he  ihould  rejedl  them,  and  leave  them 
under  the  weight  of  the  calamities  they  had  brought  upo«, 
diemfelves.  In  all  pthpr  cafes  God  had  ever  faid,  thai 
when  his  people  r<:turned  to  him,  he  would  hear  and  favo 
them.  When  they  cried,  by  reafon  of  the  oppre(ii<7na 
th^  (ufiTerpd  undf  r  t|ie  Egyptians,  CanaaniteSi  Midianites^ 
^Philiftines,  and  others,  though  their  crimes  had  deferved 
them  all,  y^  (3od  heard,  and  relieved  th^m.  But  when 
they  medit?ited  this  final  defedtion  from  his  law,  and  re*^ 
j[c6kion  of  his  government,  God  feemed  to  change  hit  na^ 
fure,  and  forget  to  be  gracious:  '<  When  yc  (hall  cry  to 
ff  me  by  reafon  of  your  Jjing,  {  yii^  pot  hpu*  you,'^ 
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This' was  Ac  flrongcft  deNortarion'frdiA  thfrfl-  wfcKiPi!  Tn- 
#«ntion  fiBit  can  be  tfriagfntd  v  bar  being  i\ot  enough  to 

"  Ascnrim  Ihftn,  they  anfW<*rbd,  «  Nny,  tiat  wft  will  have  i 
^  king."  They  were  like  to  their  'ncighbodrs  in  folly 
■M  y^tc'f  and  would  be  Hfie'  to  them  in  goveriimcrirf 
Wiich  brooj^t  all  the  calamities  upon  them  that  the  others 

.  fiWhned.  But  I  know  nor  what  coneliifioh 'can' bi;  drawn 
Wbm  hence  in  favoinr  of  our  author*s  doflffinc,  unices*  alf 
iVatTOn§  ^fc  obliged  furioufiy  to  run  into  the  fattic  crimes 

.  ^itft  the  IfraeHics,  or  to  take  upon  themfclves  the  fame 
pmKfhm^m,  riiough  they  do  not  commit  the  fame  crimes. 

:}•  Ifthiswasnot  a  precept  to  the  Ifraditcs,  inrtruc>ing 
tifcm  '^wt  they  fhould  flb,  but  a  dcnunci*it'oii  of  what 

'  ftey  dioold  (uffcr  for  the  evil  which  thcT  had  coiiir,iitrcd 
the  OldTeftamc'nt  will  aftbrd  non;^ ;  and  I  hope  in  ^iue 

*ffmc  to  anfvrcr  foch  as  he  allcdgcs  from  the  New.  Nav, 
Wc  mav  conclude  there  can  be  none  there,  becaufo.  Ih'ht 
didhited  by  the  fame  fpirit,  which  is  always  uniform,  and 

*iWnflar!t*  td  itfelf,  it  could  not  a^;rcc  wiili  the  xvifth  of 
Dcutbronomy,  which  fo  extremely  rcftrains  fuch  a  kin^  as 
<Bod  aIlo\Ved,  as  not  to  fufFcr  him  in  any  manner  to  r'.ifc 

*  Ks'heart  above  his  brethren;  and  was  faid  in  vain,  if  at 
Afe  fame  time  it  gave  him  a  power  which  might  not  be  re- 
Itftcd ;  or  forbade  others  to  refift  him  if  he  would  not 
e^y  the  law. 

'  3-  To  tbe  third :  whatfoever  was  done  by  the  com- 
inand  of  God  againft  Pharbah  king  of  Eg>'pt,  and  -gainll 
the  kings  of  the  Canaanites,  Midianites,  Moabites,  Edo- 
rtiites,  Amorites,  or  Philiftines,  by  Mofcs,  Jolhua,  Ehud, 
Barak,    Gideon,  Sampfon,  Jephllia,   Samuel,   and  the 
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reft  of  the  judges,  comes  exprefsly  under  the  particular  prCf 
cepts  and  examples  promifed  hj  me/ to  (hew,  that  God 
had  occafionally  commanded,  and  his  fervants'efteciited 
his  commands  in  rcfifting  and  dcftroying  the  pcrfons  of 
kings,  who  were  their  own  kings  alfo,  if  poffeffion  Was 
only  to  be  rcgardGd'  And  though  this  be  fufficient  to 
overthrow  our  author's  do^S^rine ;  "  that  we  arc  not  to  ck- 
**  amine  the  tides  of  kings,  whether  they  he  from,  uftir- 
f*  pation,  or  any  other  means,  but  only  to  look  upon  the' 
"  power;"  yet  they  who  feek  truth,  ought  not  to  Content 
thcmfclves  merely  widi  vi<ftory ;  or  to  eftccm  that  a  vic- 
torvy  which  is  obtained  by  what  the  fchools  call* "  aYgu- 
f*  mentum  ad  hominem,"  grounded  upon  a  falfe  propo- 
lition,  and  is  of  no  force  except  againft  thofc  who  arefo 
ill  advifcd  to  advance  it.     Therefore  laying  afide  the  ad- 
vantages thatmaj^'bejuOly  taken  againft  Filmcr,  for  the 
folly  of  afferting  the  fame  right  to  be  in  a  ufurpcr,  as  in  a 
lawful  princeu;  and  confefling,  that  though  fuch  as  have 
no  title,  may  and  ought  to  be  fupprefltd  as  enemies'  and 
robbers,  when  refpe6l  and  obedience  is  due  to  thofe  who 
arc  rightly  inftitutcd ;  I  fay^  that  none  can  be  claimed  hy 
a-  prince  lawfully  inftituted,   if  he  affume  to  himfclf  a 
power  which  is  not  grai)tcd  to  him  by  the  law- of  his-fe- 
ftitution,  becaufe,  as  Grotius  fays,  "  his  legal  powcffdocs 
<*  not  extend  fo  for;"*  or  turn  the  power  that  is  gkfen 
him^to  ends  contrary  to  thofc  for  which  it  was  given,  be- 
caufe he  thereby  deftroys  it,  and  puts  himfclf  into  the 
fame  condi^ioa  as  if  it  had  never  been.     This  is  proved 

.  .  f  QvM  catcQiu  i)on  Iiabct  impcriam.    De  ]ur.  bcl«       .       . 
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by  t\yc  es£3mf>t«  of  Saul ;  though  the  pcopk  finned  gricv- 
©ufly  in  liking  a  king,  yet  God  adenting  to  their  dcmiirni, 
tio  pinec  was  ever  mcwc  folcmnly  innitytrd  thnm  he. 
The  people  chofc  !iim  by  lor  from  amongft  all  the  tnbcs, 
jnd  he  va*  phced  in  tht  throne  by  the  general  con  fen  t  f*f 
the  whole  nation:  but  he  turning  his  lawful  pr>wer  into 
tyranny,  4ifobcyin^  the  word  of  the  prophet,  flaying  the 
prlcils,  fparing  the  Amalckitcsp  and  oi^prcfling  the  inno- 
cent, ov-crchr^w  his  own  rfghf ;  and  God  declared  the 
]tJngclofn«  which  had  been  given  him,  under  a  conditional 
prOEnif^t:  of  perpetuity^  to  he  intircly  abrogated.  This 
did  nor  only  ^wc  a  right  to  the  whole  people  af  oppojlng 
hinty  but  to  every  particular  man  ;  and  upon  this  account 
David  did  not  only  fly  from  his  fury,  but  rcfiftcd  it.  He ' 
made  himfelf  head  of  all  the  difcontented  perfons  that 
would  follow  him :  he  had  at  firft  four,  and  afterwards 
fix  hundred  mei) ;  he  kept  thefe  in  arms  againd  Saul,  and 
lived  upon  the  country  j  and  refolvcd  to  dcftroy  Nabal, 
with  all  his  houfc,  only  for  refufing  to  fend  provifions  for 
his  men.  Fim\ing  himfelf  weak  and  unfafe,  he  went  to 
Achifh  the  PhiUQinc,  and  offered  his  fervice  even  againft 
Ifrael.  This  was  never  reputed  a  fin  in  David,  or  in 
fhofe  that  followed  hirlfi,  by  any  except  the  wicked  courts 
fhtrcrer  Docg  the  Edomite,  and  the  drunken  fool  Nabal, 
who  is  faid  to  have  been  a  man  of  Belial, 

If  it  be  objedkd,  that  this  was  rather  a  flight  than  a 
war,  inafmuch  as  he  ncitl^er  killed  S;iul^  nor  his  men,  or 
that  he  made  w^r  as  a  king  anointed  by  Samuel;  I  anfwer^ 
that  hs  who  had  fix  hundred  nrwn,  and  entertained  as  many 
'4%  cimp  to  him,  fuffkiently  (hewed  his  intention  rather 
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to  rciift  than  to  fly :  and  no  other  reafon  can  be  given  wh 
he  did  not  farther  purTue  that  intention^  than  that  he  ha 
no  greater  power :  and  he  who  arms  fix  hundred  me 
againft  his  prince^  wheh  he  can  have  no  more,  can  n 
more  be  faid  to  obey  patiently,  than  if  he  had  fo  mar 
hundreds  of  thoufands.  This  holds,  though  he  kilt  n 
man ;  for  chat  in  not  the  war,  but  the  manner  cf  makir 
h :  and  it  were  as  abfurd  to  fay,  David  made  no  war,  b< 
caufc  he  killed  no  men,  as  that  Charles  the  Eighth  mai! 
no  war  in  Italy,  becaufe  Guicciardin  fays,  he  conqut^c 
Naples  without  breaking  a  lance.  But  as  David's  (fa-engi 
incteafed  he  grew  to  be  Jefs  fparing  of  blood-  Thofc  wl 
tajj  kings  never  die,  but  that  the  right  is  immcdiatd 
transfervcd  to  the  next  heirs,  cannot  deny  that  lOibofhet 
inherited  die  ri^t  of  Saul,  and  that  David  had  no  oth 
right  of  making  war  againft  him,  than  againft  Saul,  tn 
le6  it  were  oonfcnred  upon  him  by  the  tribe  of  Judal 
that  made  him  king,  if  this  be  true,  it  muft  be  confellb 
that  not  oDly  a  whole  people,  but  a  part  of  them,  may 
their  own  plcafure  abrogate  a  kmgdom,  though  never 
well  eftaUMhed  by  commonr  confeiit ;  f.)r  none  was  cv^ 
more  fokmnly  inftJtutcd  than  that  of  S;rul ;  and  few  ful 
jeds  have  more  ftrongly  obliged  themfclves  to  be  <ybed 
ent.  If  it  be  not  true,  the  example  of  Nabal  is  to  \ 
followed ;  and  David,  though  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  Go 
defervea  to  be  condemned  as  a  fellow- that  rofe  up  again 
his  matter. 

K  to  elude  this  it  be  faid,  that  God  inftttuted  and  a! 
]^Qgatcd  SauVs  kingdom,  and  David,  to  whom  the  ri^ 
Iras  trsuifmittcd,  migh^therefore  proceed  againft  him  ai 
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hi$  heirs  as  private  men  v  I  anfwer,  that  if  the  obedienc^ 
due  to  Saul  proceeded  from  God'a  inftitution,  it  can  cx->^ 
tend  to  nonc»  but  thofe  who  are  (o  peculiarly  indituted 
and  ..anointed  by  his  command,  and  the  hand  of  his  pro-» 
^t,  wiilch^  will  be  of  little  advantage  to  the  kings,  that 
can  give  no  teilimony  of  fudi  an  inftitution  or  undion ; 
and  an  iodifputable  right  will  remain  to  every  nation  of 
abrogating  the  kingdoms  which  are  inftituted  by  and  for 
themfclves.  But  as  David  did  refift  the  authority  of  Saul 
and  I(hbo(hcch,  without  atfuming  the  power  of  a  kir^gf 
though  dcfigncd  by  God^  and  anointed  by  the  prophc^l 
till  he  was  made  king  of  Judali  by  tlrat  tribe ;  or  arrogat- 
ing to  himfclf  a  power  over  the  other  tribes,  till  he  was 
made  king  by  them,  and  had  entered  into  a  covenant  with 
them ;  it  is  much  more  certain,  that  the  pcrfons  and  au-: 
thority  of  ill  kings,  who  luve  no  title  to  the  privileges 
duo  to  Saul  by  virtue  of  his  inftitution,  may  be  juftly  re- 
firted  ;  which  is  as  much  as  is  nccefi'ary  to  my  purpofc. 

Objed.  But  Davids  heart  fmote  him,  wIkui  he  had 
cut  off*  the  (Tvirt  of  Saul's  garment,  and  he  would  not  fuf- 
fcr  Abillpi  to  kill  him.*  This  might  be  of  fomc  force  if 
it  were  pretended,  ih.at  every  man  was  obliged  to  kill  an 
ill  king,  whcufocver  he  could  do  it,  which  I  think  no 
man  ever  did  fay ;  and  no  man  having  ever  affirmed  it, 
no  mi»rv'  can  be  concluded  than  is  contelfed  by  all.  But 
how  is  it  pofi'ibV*,  that  a  man  of  a  generous  fpirit,  like  to 
D.wiil,  etuM  fee  a  iireat  and  valiant  king,  chofen  from 
uniorj;jrt  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  anointed  by  the  command 

*  1  Sain.  x.WH 


CO  V  E  R  N  ME  XT.  1 9^ 

of  Go<l,  and  the  haod  of  the  prpphct,  famous  for  vi£lorH»i 
obtained  againfl  the  enemies  of  Ifracl,  and  a  wonderfiil 
dch'vcrancc  thereby  purchafcd  to- that  people,  call  at  lii« 
feet  to  receive  life  or  death  from  the  hand  of  one  wlion^, 
be  had  fo  furioufly  perfecuted,  and  from  whom  hc^aft- 
defcrved,  4nd  coujd  leaft  expc<a  mercy,  without  extraof-. 
di|iary  comwptioriDfipind;  moft.  ^fpcci^lly  when  Abifliai, 
who  faw  all  tha^  he  did,  and  thereby  ouglit  beft  to  have 
known  his  thoughts,  expreffcd  fo  great  a  rcadincfs  to  kill 
him  ?  This  cpgld  not  but  make  him  rcfied  upon  tJic  iiv 
ft^bih'ty  of  all  tfcat  feepticd  to  be  moft  glorrous  in  men,  »od 
iheyied  him,  that  if  Saul,  who  had  been  namc(|  eycn 
^png  the  prophets,  and  aflifted  in  an  extraordinary  maiv- 
ner  to  accofnpliih  fuch  great  things,  was  fo  abandoacd. 
ancj  given  pyqr  to  fury,  mifery,  and  fliamc,  he  that  icemcJ 
to  be  mod  firmly  edablifhed  oi^ht  to  take  care  left,  lie 
flipuldfaU. 

Surely  thcfe  tl^ngs  are  neither  to  be  thoi^it  (h^nge  in 
relation  to  Saul,  who  \ras  God's  ^nointcd,  nor  commum-* 
cable  to  fuch  as  are  not:  fome  may  fuppofc  he  was  ki'^;;. 
by  virtue  ,of  Gptl's  undlion  (though  if  that  were  true,  he, 
had  never  been  ehofcn  and  made  king  by  the  people]  ;,- 
but  it  were  madnefs  to  think,  he  became  God's  anointed. 
by  being  king:  for  if  that  were  fo,  the  fame  right  and; 
title  would  belong  to  every  king,  ;^cn,to  thofe,  who  by 
hi«  cornmand  were  accurfcd  a»d  deftroycd  by  his  fcrvants, 
Mofcs,  Jofhua,  and.  Samuel.  The  fume  men,  at  |he. 
fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  fcnfc,  would  be  both  his.- 
anointed  and  accurfcd,  loved  and  dc  tcftcd  by  him  ;^aiul 
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die  moft  facrcd  privilcget  made  to  extend  Id  the  word  tf 
his  enemies. 

Again;  thenTarmaldeTyy  David,  Iras  not  upon  the  ac- 
count of  being  king,  as  anointed  by  Samud,  but  upon 
Che  common  tiatural  rlg^t  of  defending  Umfidf  againft 
die  violence  and  futy  of  a  wicked  man;  he  ttulled  to  die 
prontife,  «*  that  he  flioidd  be  king,"  but  knew  tfat  as  yet  h^ 
was  not  fo;  and  when  Saul  found  he  hiid  fjpared  his  life, 
he  faid,  **  I  now  know  ^ell,  that  thou  ffludt  furely  be 
^  kii^  and  that  the  kingdom  of  Ifiiiel  (hall  furdy  bcf 
•«  eftabVfhed  in  thy  hartd;"*  not  dtat  it  ihis  alieady. 
Nay,  David  himfelf  was  (b  far  from  taking  upon  him  to 
be  king,  till  the  tribe  of  Judah  had  chofen  him,  that  he 
often  acknowledged  Saul  to  be  lord.  When  Baariah  and 
Rechad  brought  the  head  of  I(hbo(heth  to  him,  he  com- 
inanded  them  to  be  flain ;  ^^  becaufc  they  had  killed  tL 
**  righteous  man  upon  his  bed,  in  his  own  houfe  :*'t  which 
he  could  not  have  faid,  if  Khbofheth  had  unjuftly  de- 
tained from  him  the  ten  tribes,  and  that  he  had  a  right 
to  reign  over  them  before  they  had  chofen  him.  The 
word  of  God  did  not  make  him  king,  but  only  foretold^ 
that  he  fliould  be  king ;  and  by  filch  ways  as  he  pleafed 
prepared  thp  hearts  of  the  people  to  fet  him  up ;  and  till 
the  time  defigned  by  God  for  that  work  Was  accomplifhed^ 
he  pretended  to  no  other  authority,  than  what  the  fix 
hundred  men  who  firft  followed  him,  afterwards  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  and  at  laftall  the  reft  of  the  people,  conferred 
vpon  him. 

*  1  S«m.  xxiv.  t  a  Sam.  iv, 
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I  no  way  defend  Abfalom's  revolt ;  he  was  wicked,  and 
afied  wickedly;  but  after  his  death  no  man  was  ever 
blamed  or  queiHqned  for  liding  with  him :  and  Amafa,  who 
commanded  ^is  army,  is  rcprefented  in  fcripture  as  a  good 
man,  even  DavjcJ  faying,  that  Joab,  by  flaying  Abncr 
^nd  Aqnafa,  had  killed  "  two  men  who  were  better  thaii 
**  himfclf  ;"♦  which  could  not  have  been,  unlefs  the  peo- 
ple had  a  ri^t  of  looking  iiito  matters  of  government,  and 
of  redreflirig  abiifes :  thoughj  being  deceived  by  Abfjrtbm, 
they  fo  far  erred,  as  to  prefer  him,  who  was  in  all  rc- 
fpt&s  wiAed,  before  the  man,  whi,  except  in  the  mattcf 
of  Uriah,  i«  faid  to  be, after  God's  own  heart.  This 
right  was  acknowledged  by  David  himfclf,  when  hecom- 
mjflded  Hufhai  to  fay  to  Abfalom,  "  I  will  be  thy  fer- 
«*  vant,  Oking;"t  and  by  Hiiftiai  in  the  following  chap- 
ter, "  Nayi  but  whom  the  Lord,  and  his  people,  and  all 
"  the  rijcn.of  Ifraql  ehufi?,  his  ^ill  I  be^ .  anfd  ^ith  him 
'f  will  I  abide:"  which  co\^ld  have  no  fenfe  in  it,  unlefs 
the  people  had  a  right  of  choiing,  and  that  the  choice  in 
which  they  gencrsttly  concurred,  was  cfteemed  to  b^  ffom 
God: 

But  if  Saul,  who  was  mlade  king  by  the  whcfle  pe6ple, 
irid  anointed  by  the  command  of  God,  might  be  laVrfully 
rcfifted  when  he  departed  from  the  law  of  his  ihditution ; 
it  cannot  be  douT)ted,  that  any  other,  for  the  like  rcafon, 
<nay  be  rcfiftdd .  I f  David,  th6ugh  defigned  by  God  to  be 
King,  and  anointed  by  tht  hand  of  the  prophet,  was  not 
king  till  .the  people  had  chofch  him,  ahd  h6  had  made  a 

*  2  Sam.  XX.  f  8  Kings» 
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covenant  widi  them;  it  will,  if  I  mifeke  not,  be  hard 
to  fin  J  a  man  who  can  cblm  a  right  which  Is  not  origi- 
nally from  them.  And  If  the  people  of  Ifrael  could  erc*£l^ 
and  pull  down^  inftitate,  abrogate,  or  transfer  to  other 
perfons  or  families,  kingdoms  more  firmly  cftablilhed  than 
any  we  ,know,  the  fame  right  cannot  be  denied  to  other 
nations. 


SECT-     II- 

7Be  ilngs  &f  Ifrael  and  Judah  zverc  undtr  a  law  fi^f 
fafely  to  he  tranjgrejfed. 

OUft:  author  might  be  pardoned  if  he  orfy  vented 
'*his  own  folHefe;  but  he  aggravates  his  own  crime^  by  im- 
puting lfh<im  to  men  of  more  credit;  and  though  I  can- 
^not  look  upon  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  as  a  vpj-y  good  inter- 
preter of  Scripture,  he  had  too  much  underftanding  to  fay  ^ 
"  That  tftpraflicc  declare  the  grcatnefs  of  auriiority,  even 
•*  the  beft  kings  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  were  not  tied  to  any 
**  law,  but  they  did   whatfocvcr  they   pleafed   in  the 
^^  grcateft  matters;"  for  there  is  no  fcnfc  in  thofe  words. 
"  If  |)ra£tice  declares  the  greatnefs  of  Authority,  even  the 
"  beft  Were  <kd  to  no  law,"^  fignifics  nothing,  for  pcadice 
cannot  deckre  the  greatnefs  of  authority.     Peter  the  cruel 
of  Caflilc,  and  Chriftiern  the  Second  of  Denmark,  killed 
wlx)m  they  pleiied ;  but  no  man  ever  thought  they  had 
therefore  a  right  to  do  fo :  and  if  there  was  a  law,  all  were 
tried  by  it,  and  the  beft  were  Icfs  likely  to  break  it  than 
•  the 
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the  worft.*  But  if  Sir  Walter  Raleig!i*s  opirilon,  which 
he  calk  a  conjedure;  be  takea,  th^re  was  fo  great  a  dif* 
fcrence  between  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and  Jadah,  that  as  to 
their  general  proceedings  in  point  of  powers  hardly  any 
thing  can  beiaid  which  niay  rightly  be  applied  to  both ; 
and  he^therefiodeayours  to  fhew^  that  the  reafon  why  the 
ten  tribes  did  not  return  to'  the  houfe  of  David,  after  the 
deffarudtion  of  the  hoofes  of  Jeroboam  and  Baaiha,  wa% 
becaufe  they  would  not  endure  a  power  (b  abfolute  as  that 
which  was  exercifed  by  the  houfe  of  David.  If  he  has 
therefore  ^ny  where  faid,  that  the  kings  did  what  they 
pleafed,  it  muft  be  in  the  fcnfe  that  Mofes  Maimonides 
fays,  the  Idngs  of  Ifrael  committed  many  extravagancies, 
becaufe  th^  werrt^  infolent,  impious,  and  defpifers  of 
"  the  law/*  But  whatfocver  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  may 
fay,-(for  I  do  not  remember  his  words,  and  have  not  lei- 
fure  U>  feek  whether  any  fuch  arc  found  in  his  books),  it 
is  moft  evident,  that  they  did  not  what  they  pleafed. 
The  tribes^  that,  fiid  npt  fubmit  to  David,  nor  crown  hini 
till  they  thoi^ht  fit,  and  then  made  a  covenant  with  him, 
took  care  it  mi^t  be  obferved,  whether  he  would  or  not. 
Ablalom's  rebellion,  followed  by  almoft  all  Ifrael,  was  a 
terrible  check  to  his  will.  That  of  Sheba,  the  fon  of 
fiichrii  was  like  .to  have  been  worfe,  if  it  had  not  been 
fupprcfled  by:  X<^b!Ss  diligence;  and  David  often  con- 
fefled  the  fons  of  Zeruiah  were  too  hard  for  him.  Solo* 
mon  indeed^  overthrowing  the.  )aw  given  by  Mofes^ 

♦  2  L.  hift.  cap.  19. 
t  Quia  rup?rjjf  rrant  cordc,  impii,  &  fpretores  Icgi*.    Mor.  Ncvocb, 
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maltf plying  gold  and  filvefp  wives  and  horfci^  intto4U' 
cing  idolatrf,  and  lifting  up  his  heart  above  his  brethren, 
did  what  he  pleafcd ;  but  Rehoboam  ^id  for  all :  th* 
ten  tribes  revolted  from  him,  by  rcafon  of  the  heavy 
burdens  laid  upon  them ;  ftoned  Adoram,  ^ho  was  fern 
to  levy  the  tributes,  and  fet  up  Jeroboam,  who,  as 
Sir  Waltcf  Raleigh  fays  in  the  place  before  cited,  had 
Ho  other  title  than  the  courtefy  of  thft  peoplei  and  utterly 
reje<^cd  the  houfe  of  David-  If  pra^idc  therefore  de- 
clares a  right,  the  pradice  of  the  people  to  avenge  tfac 
injuries  they  fufiered  from  their  kings,  as  foon  as  tfie^ 
found  a  man  fit  to  be  their  leader,  (hews  they  had  a  righ^ 
of  doing  it. 

It  is  true,  the  bcft  of  the  kings,  with  Mofes,  Jofhua, 
and  Samuel,  may  in  one  fenfe  be  faid  to  have  done  what 
they  pleafed,  bccaufc  they  defired  to  do  that  only  which 
was  good.  But  this  will  hardly  be  brought  to  confer  a 
right  upon  all  kings:  and  I  deny  that  evenr  the  kings 
of  Judah  did  what  they  pleafed,  or  that  k  were  any 
thing  to  our  qucftion,  if  they  did.  Zedeki^  profeflfed 
fo  the  great  men  (that  is,  to  the  fanhedrin),  '*  that 
••  without  them  he  could  do  nothing  ••"  When  Ama- 
2iah,  by  his  folly,  had  brought  a  great  (laughter  upon 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  they  confpircd  agaiuft  him  in  public 
council:  whereupon  he  fled  to  Lachifh,  and  they,  pur- 
fuing  him  thither,  killed  him,  avowed  the  faft,  and  it 
was  neither  qucilioned,  no  rblamedt:  which  examples 
agree  with  the  paraphrafc  of  Jofephus  on  Dcut.  xvii. 

♦  Jer.  XKXviif.  +  2  Kings  xin 
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^  He  (hali  do  nothing  without  the  comfent  of  the  lanhe- 
^  drin ;  and  if  he  attempt  it,  they  (hall  hinder  him*/ 
This  was  the  law  of  God,  not  to  be  abrogated  by  man  ; 
a  law  of  liberty  dire£lly  oppolite  to  the  necelTity  of  fub- 
mitting  to  the  will  of  a  man. 

This  was  a  g^t  beftowed  by  God  upon  his  children  and 
people  ;  whereas  flavery  was  a  great'  part  of  the  curfe 
denounced  againft  Ham  for  his  wickednefs,  and  perpe* 
tuaUy  incumbent  upon  his  pofterity.  The  great  fanhe* 
drin  were  conftituted  judges,  as  Grotius  fays,  moft  par* 
ticularly  of  fuch  matters  as  concerned  their  kings ;  and 
Maimonidcs  affirms,  that  the  kings  were  judged  by 
them  :  the  diflribution  of  the  power  to  the  inferior  fan- 
hedrins,  in  eywy  tribe  and  city,  with  the  right  of  calling 
the  people  together  in  general  affemblies  as^oftcn  as 
occafion  required,  were  the  foundations  of  their  liberty ; 
and,  being  aidded  to  the  law  of  the  kingdom,  prefcribed 
in  the  xviith  of  Deuteronomy  (if  they  (hould  think  fit 
to  have  a  king),  eflabliflied  the  freedom  of  that  people 
.  upon  a  folid  foundation.  And  though  they  in  their  fuiy 
did  in  a  great  meafure  wave  the  benefits  Cofi  had  bcr 
flowed  upon  them ;  y^  there  was  enough  left  to  refhrain 
the  lufts  of  their  king$.  Ahab  did  not  tr/cat  with  >f  aboth, 
as  with  a  fcrvant,  whofe  perfba  and  ;eflate  depended  upoqi 
his  will ;  and  docs  not  fecm  to  have  been  fo  tenderr 
^hearted  to  grieve  much  for  his  rcfufal,  if  by  virtue  of  hi$ 
royal  authority  he  could  have  taken  away  his  vineyard, 
and  his  life :    but^  that  failing,  he  had  no  other  way  of 

♦  Anliq.  Jud.  *" 
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accompllftjing  his  dcfign,  than  tn'  the  fmud  of  his  ac- 
curfed  wife,  and  ihc  perfidious  wretches  fhe  employed* 
And  no  better  pmof,  that  it  did  fail  c^n  reafonably  be 
rrtjiiircd,  than  th;it  he  was  obliged  to  have  rceourfc  to 
fuch  fordid,  odious,  and  dangerous  remedies:  but  we 
arc  fumifticd  with  one,  that  is  more  unqueftionablc  ^ 
"  Haft  thou  killed,  and  alfa  taken  polTeflion?  **  In  the 
•*  place  where  dogs  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth,  ftiall 
*<  they  lick  thy  blood,  even  thine**"  This  fhews,  that 
the  kings  were  not  only  under  at  law,  but  under  a  law  of 
•quality  with  the  reft*  of  the  people,  even  that  of  relation. 
He  had  raifed  his  heart  above  his  brethren :  but  God 
bix)ught  him  down,  and  made  him  to  fuffcr  what  he  had 
done ;  he  was  in  all  refpeAs  wicked,  but  the  jufticeof  this 
fentence  confided  in  the  law  he  had  broken,  which  could 
not  have  been,  if  he  had  been  fubjedl  to  none.  But  as 
tills  retaliation  was  thq  fum  of  all  the  judicial  law  given 
by  God  to  his  people,  the  fentence  pronounced  againft 
Ahab,  in  conformity  to  it,  and  the  execution  committed 
to  J»ehu,  (hews,  that  the  kings  were  no  lefs  obliged  to 
perform  the  law,  than  other  men,  though  they  were  not 
fo  eafily  puniftied  for  tranfgrefling  it,  as  others  were ;  and, 
if  many  of  them  did  efcape,  it  perfedlly  agrees  with  what 
had  been  foretold  by  Samuel. 

♦  1  Kings  w'i. 
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Samuel  did  not  defcrlbe  to  the  Ifraelites  the  glory  of 
a  free  monarchy  ;  but  the  evils  the  people  Jhould  fuffer^ 
that  he  might  divert  them  from  deftring  a  king.     .. 

.  THOUGH  no  rcftraint  had  bc^n  put  upon  the  lufts 
of  the  Hebrew  kings,  it  could  be  no  prejudice  to  any 
other  nation.  They  defled^ed  fix)m  the  law  of  God: 
and,  rcjedting  him,  that  he  (hould  reign  over  them  no 
longer,  they  fell  into  that  mifery,  which  could  afFe& 
none,  but  thofc  who  enjoy  the  fame  bleflings,  and  with 
the  fame  fury  dcfpife  them.  If  their  kings  had  more 
power  than  confided  with  their  welfare,  they  gave  it, 
and  God  renounces  tiic  inftitution  of*fuch.  He  gave 
them  a  law  of  liberty ;  and  if  they  fell  into  the  (hame 
and  mifery,  that  accompanies  flavcry,  it  was  their  own 
work.  They  were  not  obliged  to  have  any  king ;  and 
could  not  without  a  crime  have  ary  but  one,  who  muft 
not  raife  his  heart  above  the  reft  of  them.  This  was 
taught  byMofes:  and  Samuel,  who  fpoke  by  the  fame 
fpirit,  could  not  contradid  him  ^  and  in  telling  the  peo- 
ple, what  fuch  a  king  as  they  defired  would  do  when  he 
fliould  be  cftabliflied,  he  did  announce  to  them  the  mi- 
fery they  would  bring  upon  themfelves,  by  chufing  fuch 
a  one,  as  he  had  forbidden.  This  free  monarchy,  which 
our  author  thinks  to  be  fo  majeftically  ^efcribed,  was 

•  *'  Ye  have  chofcn  kings,    but  not  by  mc;  and  princes;    but  I  know 
them,  not."  Hof, 
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not  only  difplcafing  to  t!ic  prophet,  but  declared  by  God 
to  be  a  rcjcelion  of  him,  and  inconfiftcnt  with  his  reign 
over  them,  Thfs  might  have  been  fuificlcnt  to  divert 
any  other  people  from  their  furious  refolucion ;  but  tlic 
prophet,  farther  enforcing  his  dlffuafion,  told  thcm»  that 
God  (who  had  in  all  other  eafes  been  their  helper) 
would  DOt  hear  them  when  they  Ihould  cr>^  to  him  by 
nafon  of  their  king.  This  is  the  majcflic  dcfcription 
of  that  free  monarchy,  with  which  our  author  is  (o  much 
pleafcd;  it  was  difplcafing  to  the  prophet,  hateful  to 
God,  an  aggravation  of  all  the  crimes  they  had  com- 
mitted fincc  they  c^mc  out  of  Egypt,  and  that  which 
would  bring  (as  It  did)  mart  certain  and  irreparable  de- 
ftruilion  upon  themfclvcs. 

But  it  feem^y  the  regal  majefty  in  that  age  was  in  its 
infancy,  and  little  in  comparifon  of  that,  which  we  find 
dcfcribed  by  Tacitus,  Suetonius,  and  others,  in  later 
times.  "  He  fliall  take  your  fons,"  fays  Samuel,  "and 
•*  fct  them  over  his  chariots,  and  your  daughters  to  make 
"  them  confccliorters  and  cooks  \'  but  the'  majefty  of  the 
Homan  emperors  was  carried  to  a  higher  pitch  of  glory. 
Ahab  could  n6t,  without  employing  treachery  and  fraud, 
get  a  fmall  fpot  of  ground  for  his  money  to  make  a  garden 
of  herbs:  but  Tiberius,  Caligula,  and  Nero,  killed  whom 
thf-y  pleafed,  and  took  what  they  plcafed  of  their  eilates. 
When  they  had  fatjited  their  cruelty  and  avarice,  by 
the  murders  and  confifcations  of  the  moft  eminent  and 
bcft  men,  thpy  co[pmonly  expofed  their  children  to  ttie 
hift  of  their  (laves.  If  the  power  of  doing  evil  be  glo- 
^jous,  tl\e  utmoft  excefs  is  jts  { crfddlior^  j  and  it  is  pity, 
"     •  that 


that  jSamuel  knew  no  more  of  the  cffefts  produced  by 
unrcftrained  luft,  that  he  might  have  made  the  defcrip- 
tion  yet  more  majefticr  and  as  nothing  can  be  fufFered 
iby  man  beyond  conftupration,  torments,  and  death,  in- 
ftead  of  fuch  trifles  as  he  mentioned,  he  might  have 
fliewed  them  the  effcdJs  of  fury  in  its  greateft  exaltation. 

If  it  be  good  for  a  nation  to  live  under  fuch  a  \x>wer, 
why  clid  not  God  of  his  own  goodncfs  inftitute  it  J 
Did  his  wifdom,  and  love  to  his  people,  fail  ?  Or 
if  he  himfclf  had  not  fet  up  the  beft  government  over 
them,  could  he  be  difpleafed  with  them  for  afking  it? 
Did  he  feparate  that  nation  from  the  reft  of  maTtkind,  to 
make  their  condition  worfe  than  that  of  others  ?  Or  can 
they  be  faid  to  have  finned  and  rejected  God,  when  they 
defircd  nothing  but  the  government,  which,  by  a  per- 
petual ordinance,  he  had  eftablilhed  over  all  the  nations 
of  the  world  ?  Is  not  the  law  of  nature  a  rule  which  he 
has  given  to  things  ?  and  the  law  of  man's  iiature,  which 
is  reafon,  an  emanation  of  the  divine  wifdom,  or  fomc 
footftcps  of  divine  light  remaining  in  us  ?  Is  it  pofllblc, 
that  this,  which  is  from  God,  can  be  contrary  to  his 
will;  and  can  he  be  offended  with  tliofc  who  defir«  to 
live  in  a  conformity  to  that  law?  Or  could  it  juftly  be 
faid,  the  people  had  chofcn  that  wjiich  is  not  good,  if 
nothing  in  government  be  good  but  what  they  chofe? 

But  as  ttie  worft  men  delight  in  the  word  things,  and 
fools  are  pleafed  with  the  moft  extreme  abfurdkies,  our 
author  not  only  gives  the  higheft  praifes  to  that  which 
Jjears  fo  many  marks  of  God's  hatred ;  but  after  having 
faid,    fbat  Abraham,    ICaac,  Jacob,   and  Mofes,  were 
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kJi^t»  he  gTJcs  on  and  fay^,  "  the  Ifraelitcs  begged  a 
"  king  of  Samuel;''  i*hich  liad  been  Impcttinent,  if  the 
magiflmes  intiitutcd  by  the  law  were  klng-i :  and  rhough 
it  ntjghi  be  z  foUy  in  them  to  afk  what  tl  ev  hiui  already^ 
it  could  be  no  (in  to  <lefire  that  which  they  enjoyed  by 
the  oniinance  of  God.  If  they  were  not  kings,  it  foU 
lowf p  that  the  only  government  fct  up  by  God,  amongft 
mciif  wanted  the  principal  part,  even  the  head  and 
-foondafix^n^  from  whence  all  the  other  parts  have  their 
a^ion  and  being;  that  is,  God's  law  is  againft  God's 
law,  and  dcftroys  itfelf. 

But  if  God  did  neither  by  a  general  and  pcpetual  or- 
dinance cRablilh  over  alU  nations  the  monarchy  which 
Samuel  dcfcribes,  nor  prcfcribe  it  to  his  own  people  by 
a  particular  command,  it  was  purely  the  people's  crea- 
ture, the  produdion  of  their  own  fancy,  conceived  in 
wickcdnefs,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquit)',  an  idol  fct 
Up  by  themfelves  to  their  own  deitru<f^ion,  in  imitation 
i>f  their  accurfed  neighbours;  and  their  reward  was  no 
J:ctler  than  the  conccffion  of  an  impious  petition,  which 
is  one  of  Gods  heaviell  judgments.  Samuel's  words  arc 
acknowledged  by  all  interpreters,  who  were  not  malicious 
©T  mad,  to  be  a  difl'uafion  from  their  wicked  purpofc  ; 
not  a  dcfcription  of  what  a  king  might  jtiftly  do  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  but  what  thofe  who  fliould  he  fct  up  againll 
God,  and  his  law,  would  do  when  they  fliouId  have  tiic 
power  in  their  hands:  and  I  leave  fuch  as  have  the  un- 
deidandings  of  men,  and  are  not  abandoned  by  God,  to 
judge  what  influence  this  ought  to  have  upon  other  na- 
tions, eitiicr  as  to  obligation  or  imitation. 

SECT* 
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Vopi9pU  can  he  obliged  to  fuffer  from  their  kings  whi 
ihey  have  not  a  right  to  do, 

OUR  author's  next  work  is  to  tell  us,  "  That  iY 
<*  fcopc  of  Samuel  was  to  teach  the  people  a  dutiful  obe 
^^  dience  to  their  king,  even  in  the  things  that  they  thin 
"  mifchievous  ot  inconvenient :  for,  by  telling  them  whj 
"  the  king  would  do,  he.  indeed  inftrufts  them  what 
'^  fubjedt  muft  fuffer:  yet  not  fo,  that  it  is  right  fc 
**  kings  to  do  injury ;  but  it  is  right  for  them  to  go  un 
^*  puni(hed  by  the  people,  if  they  do  it;  fo  that  in  thi 
**  point  it  is  all  one  whether  Samuel  defcribe  a  king,  t 
<*  a  tyrant."  This  is  hard;  but  the  conclufion  i 
.grounded  upon  nothing.  There  is  no  relation  betwee 
a  predidlion,  that  a  thing  (liall  be  attempted  or  done  t 
me,  and  a  precept,  that  I  (hall  not  defend  myfelf,  c 
punifh  the  pcrfon  that  attempts  or  does  it.  If  a  proph( 
(hould  fay,  that  a  thief  lay  in  the  way  to  kill  me,  it  migl' 
ceafonably  perfuade  me  not  to  go,  or  to  go  in  fuch  a  mar 
ncr  as  to  be  able  to  defend  myfelf:  but  can  no  way  oblig 
mc  to  fubmit  to  the  violence  that  (hall  be  offered,  or  m 
friends  and  children  not  to  avenge  my  death  if  I  fall 
much  lefs  can  other  men  be  deprived  of  the  natural  righ 
of  defending  themfelves  by  my  imprudence  or  obftinac 
in  not  taking  the  warning  given,  whereby  I  might  hav 
preferved  my  life.  For  every  man  has  a  right  of  refill 
ing,  fome  way  or  other,  that  which  ought  not  to  be  jdor 
'|o  hipf);  and  though  human  laws  do  not,  in  all  cafe: 
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m»lce  men  judges  and  avengers  of  tltc  injuries  offered  to 
iliem,  I  think  there  is  none  that  does  not  jullify  the  mafi 
who  kills  another  that  offers  viulencc  to  him,  if  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  way  prefer! bed  by^  the  law,  for  the  preftr- 
vation  of  the  innocent,  cannut  be  taken.  This  Is  not 
only  true  in  the  ciifc  of  ouirageous  attcn^ts  to  aflafTinatc 
or  irtib  iipon  the  highway,  hut  in  divers  others  of  lefs 
momcm.  I  knew  a  man  wlio  being  appointed  to  keep 
his  mailer's  park,  killed  three  n>cn  in  one  night,  that 
came  to  dcflrtpy  his  deer ;  and  putting  hinit^lf  into  the 
hnndi!^  of  the  ningirtrate,  and  confcfling  the  fa£l,  both  in 
matter  and  rn<mncrj  he  \v:\s  at  the  public  aflizes  not  only 
acquitted,  but  commended  for  having  done  his  duty  ;  anci 
tJiis,  in  a  time  when,  it  is  well  known,  juftice  was  fe- 
vcrcly  adminiilercd,  and  little  favour  cxpedled  by  him  or 
his  madcr.  Nay,  all  laws  muft  fall,  human  focietics 
that  fubfift  by  them  be  dilTolved,  and  all  innocent  pcr- 
fons  be  cxpofed  to  the  violence  of  the  moft  wicked,  if  men 
might  not  juflly  defend  thcmfclvcs  againft  injuftice  by 
their  own  natural  right,  when  the  ways  prcfcribed  by  pub- 
lic nulliority  cannot  be  taken, 

Qur  autlior  may  pcihaps  fay,  this  is  true  in  all  except 
the  king:  .uul  I  cicUrp  to  know  why,  if  it  be  true  in  all 
except  the  king,  it  fliould  n-Jt  be  true  in  relation  to  him  ? 
Is  it  poiliblc,  that  he  who  is  intVitutcd  for  the  obtaining 
of  jutiicr,  flu)u1d  claim  the  liberty  of  doing  injuilicc  as 
a  privilege  r  Were  it  not  better  for  a  people  to  be  with- 
out law,  than  th.it  a  power  fhould  be  eftablifhcd  by  law  to 
commit  all  manner  of  violences  with  impunity?  Did 
not  D-ivid  refill  thofe  of  Saul?     Did  he  pot  make  him_ 
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idf  head  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,    wh^if  they  revolted 

againft  his  fon,  and  afterwards  of  the  ten  tribes,  that  re« 

jedcd  his  pofterity  ?    Did  not.  the  Ifraelitcs  ftonfe  Adoram 

who  collefled  the  taxes,  revolt  from  the  houfe  of  David, 

Cct  up  Jeroboam ;  and  did  not  the  prophet  fay  it  was  from 

the  Lord?  If  it  was  from  the  Lord,  was  it  not  good  ?  If 

it  was  good  th^cn,  is  it  not  fo  for  ever  ?    Did  good  proceed 

from  one  ropt  then,  and  from  another  now  ?    If  God  had 

avengecTlKe  blood  of  Naboth  by  fire  from  heaven,  and  de- 

ftroyfid  the  houfc  of  Ahab,  as  he  did  the  two  captains,  and 

their  men,  who  were  fcnt  to  apprehend  Elijah,  it  might 

bd  fatd  he  refervcd  that  vengeance  to*  himfelf ;  btit  he  did 

it  by  the  fword  of  Jehu  and  the  army  (which  was  the 

people  who  had  fet  him  up)  for  an  example  to  others. 

But  it  is  good  to  examine  what  this  *^  dutiful  obedience** 
is  that;  our  author  mentions.  Men  ufually  owe  no  more 
than  they  reccivci  It  is  hard  to  know  wlut  the  Ifiracl- 
ites  owed  to  Saul^  David,  Jeroboam,  Ahab,  or  any 
other  king,  whether  good  or  bad,  till  they  were  made 
kings:  and  the  zSt  of  the  people  by  which  fo  great  a  dig- 
nity Was  conferred,  feems*  to  have  laid  a  duty  upon  them, 
who  did  receive  more  than  they  had  to  give:  (b  chat 
ibmething  muft  be  due  from  them  unlefs  it  were  rclcafed 
by  virtue  of  a  covenant  or  promife  made ;  and  none  could 
accrue  to  them  from  the  people  afterwards,  unlefs  trom 
the  merit  of  the  perfon  in  rightly  executing  Uis  o3iec.  If 
a  covenant  or  promife  be  pretended,  the  nature  and  cx- 
cxtent  of  the  obligation  can  only  be  known  by  the  con- 
tents exprelTcd,  or  the  true  intention  of  it.  If  there  be  a 
general  form  of  covenant  fet  and  agreed  upon,  to  which  all 

nations 
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nations  muft  fubmft,  it  were  grxjd  to  know  where  It  may 
be  found,  abd  by  whofe  authonty  it  is  eflabUfliccI,  and 
then  wc  may  examine  the  fenfe  of  it.  If  no  fuch  do  ap- 
pear, we  may  ratlonaHy  look  upon  thofc  to  be  impoftors 
who  fhould  go  about  from  thence  to  derive  a  right ;  and 
as  that  which  docs  not  appear,  is  as  if  it  were  not,  we 
may  juffly  conclude  there  h  no  othcrj  or  none  that  can 
have  any  cffei^,  but  fuch  as  have  been  made  by  partlcuJaf 
nations  with  their  princes  ^  which  c^n  be  of  no  force  or 
obligation  to  others,  nor  to  thcmfelves,  any  ferther  than 
according  to  the  true  intention  of  thofc  that  made  thcm» 
There  is  no  fuch  thing  therefore  as  a  dutiful  obedience, 
or  duty  of  being  obedient,  incumbent  upon  all  nations  by 
virtue  of  any  covenant ;  nor  upon  any  particular  nation, 
unlefs  it  be  cxprefled  by  a  covenant :  and  whoever  pre- 
tends to  a  right  of  taking  our  fons  and  daughters,  lands 
or  goods,  or  to  go  unpunifhed  if  he  do,  muft  (hew^ 
that  tlicfc  things  arc  exprcffcd  ot  intended  by  the  cove- 
nant. 

But  though  nations,  for  the  moft  part,  owe  nothing 
to  kings,  till  they  are  kings,  and  that  it  can  hardly  be 
conceived,  that  any  people  did  ever  owe  fo  much  to  a 
man,  as  might  not  be  fully  repaid  by  the  honour  and  ad- 
vantages of  fuch  an  advancement ,  yet  it  is  poflible,  that 
when  they  are  made  kings,  they  may,  by  their  good  go- 
vernment, lay  fuch  obligations  upon  their  fubjedls,  a^ 
ought  to  be  rccompcnfcd  by  obedience  and  fcrvice.  There 
is  no  mortal  creature  that  defcrves  fo  well  from  mankind, 
as  a  w^ife,  valiant,  diligent,  and  juft,  king,  who  as  a 
father  chcriihes  his  people  ;  as  a  (hepherd  feeds,  defends, 

and 
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and  is  ready^  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  fk)ck ;  who  is  a 
terror  to  evil-doers,  and  a  praife  to  thofe  that  do  dwell. 
This  is  a  glorious  prerogative,  and  he  who  has  it  is  hap- 
py.    But  before  this  can  be  adjudged  to  belong  to  all,  it 
inuftbe  proved,  that  all  have  the  virtues  that  defcrvc  it; 
and  he  that  exacts  the  dutiful  obedience  thatt  arifes  ftwn 
them,  muft  pi>ovt,  that  they  are  in  him.     He  that  does 
this,  need  not  plead  lor  impunity  when  he  docs  injuries-; 
for  if  he  do  them,  he  is  not  the  man  we  fpeak  of:  noc 
being  fo,  he  can  have  no  title  to  the  duty,  by  human  in- 
ilitution  er  covenant ;  nor  by  divine  law,  (ince,  as  is  al- 
ready proved,  God  has  neither  eilabliihed  kings  over  all 
nations    by  precept,    nor    recommended  them  by  cx^ 
ample,  in  fetting  them  over  his  own  people.     He  has 
not  therefore  done  it  at  all;  there  is  no  fuch  thing  ia 
nature ;  and  nations  can  owe  nothing  to  kings  merely 
as  kings,  but  what  they  owe  by  the  contract  made  with 
them. 

As  thcfe  contrafts  are  made  voluntarily,  without  anj 
previous  obligation,  it  is  evident  men  make  them  in  con^ 
fideration  qf  their  own  good ;  and  they  can  be  of  force.np 
longer,  than  he  with  whom  they  are  made  perform  hi$ 
part  in  procuring  it ;  and  that  if  he  turn  the  power  which 
was  given  to  him  for  the  public  good,  to  the  public  incdtivc- 
nicnce  and  damage,  he  muft  ncccffarily  lofe  the  benefit  he 
'  was  to  receive  by  it.  The  word  "  think'-  is  foolifhiy  and 
afFcdedly  put  in  by  our  author ;  for  thofe  matters  arc  very 
often  fo  evident,  that  even  the  wcakcft  know  tiicm.  No 
great  fagacity  is  required  to  underftand,  that  lewd,  floth- 
fill,  ignoi:;M>t,  falfe,  unjuft,  covetous,  and  cruel  princes, 

bring 
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bring  ificon^^cnicnecs  and  mifchicfs  upon  nations;  ini 

many  of  them  arc  fu  evidently  guilty  of  fomc  or  all  thcfe 

?kcs^  that  na  m^n  can  be  mirtakcn  in  imputing  them ; 

and  the  utmoft  calamities  may  rationally  be  expected  frum 

thcmi  unkfs  a  remedy  be  applied* 

But,  fays  he;  Samuel  by  telling  them  **  liPhat  the  king 
**  would  do,  inthufts  tltefft  what  the  fubjeds  muft  fuffcr, 
*'  and  that  it  is  right  he  lliooM  go  unpunirtied :"  but,  by 
his  favour,  Samu^'l  (avs  On  fuch  thing ;  ncichcr  Is  it  tc> 
b6  concluded,  that  be^aufc  a  king^  will  tfo  wickedly,  he 
mart  be  fufFered,  any  mbtt  than  a  pfivat^  rhan/  who 
ihould  take  the  firtie  tefohitiort.  But  he  tolc!  fhcm,  that 
•'  when  they  (houW  cry  to  the  Lord  by  reafon  of  thei'^ 
**  king,  he  would  not  hear  them."  TMs  V^as  as  much 
as  to  fay,  their  ruin  was  unavoidable;  and  that,  having 
put  the  power  into  the  hands  of  thofc,  who,  inftead  of 
protcd^ing,  would  opprcfs  thenfi ;  and  thereby  having  pro- 
voked God  again  ft  them,  fo  as  h6  Would  not  hearken  to 
their  cries,  they  could  have  no  relief.  But  this  was  no 
fecurity  to  the  autliors  of  their  calamity.  Tlie  houfcs  of 
Jeroboam,  Baailia,  and  Omri,  efcapcd  not  unpunifhcd, 
though  the  people  did  not  thereby  recover  their  liberty. 
The  kings  had  introduced  a  corruption  that  was  inconfift- 
cnt  with  it.  But  they  who  could  not  fettle  «pon.  a  right 
foundation  to  prevent  future  mifcliicfs,  could  avenge  fuch 
as  they  had  fuffcred,  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  who  had 
^aufcd  them,  and  frequently  c|id  it  moft  feverely.  The 
like  befel  the  Romans,  when,  li)y  the  violence  of  tyranny, 
nil  good  order  was  overthrown,  yood  difcipline  extinguilh- 
ed,  and  the  people  corrupted.     Ill  princes  could  be  cut 


ill  pi&eij  and  mifchicfs  might  be  revenged^  though  itot 
(Mievented.  But  it  is  riot  fo  everjr-where^  nor  at  all  tinnes ; 
and  nothing  is  more  irrational »  than  from  one  or  a  fci9 
examples  to  conclude  a  general  neceflity  of  future  events* 
They  alter  according  to  cirdumflanceft :  and  as  fome  na^ 
tioris  by  deftroyifig  tytatils  eouki  not  dcflfoy  tyranny) 
others  ia  removing  the  tyrant,  have  cut  up  tyranny  by 
the  roots.  This  variety  has  beeh  feen  in  the  fame  na^ 
tion  at  dtffirreht  times :  the  Romans  recovered  their  li- 
berty by  expelling  Tarquin;  but  remained  (laves  not- 
:tarith(huidiag  the  ilaughter  of  C^far*  Whilft  the  body 
of  the  people  was  uncorruptcd^  they  cured  the  evil 
wrought  by  the  peribn,  in  taking  him  aWay.  It  was  no 
hard  matter  to  taJJLe  the  regal  power^  that  by  one  man  had 
been  enjoyed  fof  life>  and  to  place  it  in  tlie  hands  of  two 
annual  magiftfate^i  whilft  the  nobility  and  people  werej 
according  to  the  condition  of  that  age>  Arong,  and  ready 
to  maintain  it.  But  when  the  mifchief  had  taken  deeper 
root;  when  the  bed  part  of  the  people  had  pefilhed  in  the 
civil  wars ;  When  all  their  eminent  men  had  fallen  in  bat- 
tle, or  by  the  profcriptions ;  when  their  difcipline  was 
loft^  arid  virtue  aboliihed,  the  poor  remains  of  the  diC- 
trefled  people  i^ere  brought  under  the  poorer  of  a  merce- 
nary foldiery,  and  found  no  relief.  When  they  kiUed 
one  tyrant,  they  often  made  room  for  a  worfe :  it  availed 
them  nothing  to  cut  off  a  totten  btanch^  Ivhilft  the  ac- 
curfed  root  remained^  and  fent  forth  new  fprouts  of  the 
fame  nature  to  theit  deftrud^ion.  Other  generous  nations 
have  been  fubdued  beyond  a  poflibility  of  recovery ;  and 
thofe  that  are  naturally  bafe,  Aide  into  the  like  mifcry^ 
T«  Yet.  II.  P  without 
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without  the  impulfe  of  an  cKtcrior  power.  They"  are 
flavfs  by  nature,  and  have  neither  the  undcrftanding  not 
courage  that  b  required  for  the  con  ft  i  tut  ion  and  manage- 
ment of  a  government  wkhm  thcmfclvcs.  They  can  no 
more  fiibfift  without  a  maftcr,  than  a  flock  without  a 
ftiephcrd.  They  have  no  comprehenfion  of  libeny,  and 
can  neither  dcfirc  the  good  they  do  not  know,  nor  enjoy 
it  if  it  wcrcbeftowcd  uponrthcm.  They  bear  all  burdens; 
and  whatever  they  fuffer,  tlvey  have  no  other  remedy  or 
refuge,  than  irt  the  mercy  of  their  h>rd.  But  fiich  nations  as 
arc-  naturally  ftrong,  ftout,  and  of  good  underflanding', 
whofe  vigour  remains  unbroken,  manners  uncorruptcd,  rc-^ 
putation- unblcmilhed,  and  increafing  in  numbers;  who 
neither  want  men  to  make^  up  6ich  armies  as  may  defend 
'them  againft  foreign  or  domcftic  enemies,  nor  leaders  to 
head  them,  d6  ordinarily  fet  limits  to  their  patience.  They 
know  how  to  prcfcrve  their  liberty,  or  to  vindicate  the 
violation  of  it ;  and  the  more  patient  they  have  been,  the 
more  inflexible  they  are  when  they  refolve  to  be  fo  no* 
longer.  Thofe  who  are  fo  foolifh  to  put  them  upon  fuch 
courfes,  do  to  their  coft  find  that  there  is  a  difference  be- 
tween lions  and  afles ;  and  he  is  a  fool  who  knows  not, 
that  ♦  fwords  were  given  to  men,  that  none  might  be 
Haves,,  but  fuch  as  know  not  how  to  ufe  them. 

*  I|poratque  datos,  ne  quifquaxn  fcrviat,  cafes.        Lueni. 
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The  mifchiifs fuffendfrom  wtckedkings arefuch  as  ren^ 
der  it  both  reafonahU  andjuftfor  all  nations,  that  havi 
ifirtue  and  power,  to  exert  both  in  repelling  them. 

IF  otir  author  defcrvc  credit,  wc  need  not  examine, 
whether  nations  have  a  right  of  rcfifting,  or  a  reafonable 
hope  of  fuccecding  in  their  endeavours  to  prevent  or 
avenge  the  mifchiefs  that  are  feared  or  fufFered,  for  it  is 
not  worth  their  pains;  "  The  inconveniences,"  fays  he, 
'^  and  miferics  which  are  reckoned  up  by  Samuel,  as  be- 
"  longing  urito  kiilgly  government,  were  not  intolerable, 
*'  but  fuch  as  have  been  and  are  ftill  borne  by  the  fub- 
**  jeds  free  confent  from  their  princes.  Nay,  at  this  day> 
<<  and  in  this  land,  many  tenants  by  their  tenures  are 
<*  tied  unto  the  fame  fubje<Sion,  even  unto  fubordiriate 
"  and  inferior  lords."  He  is  an  excellent  advocate  for 
kingly  government,  that  accounts  inconveniences  and 
miferies  to  be  fome  of  the  effcntials  of  it,  which  others 
bdeem  to  be  only  incidents.  Though  many  princes  are 
violent  and  wicked,  yet  fome  have  been  gentle  and  juft : 
though  many  have  brought  mifery  upon  nations,  fome  have 
been  beneficial  to  them :  and  they  who  ^re  eftecmed  moft 
fevere  againft  monarchy,  think  the  evils  that  are  often  fuffer* 
cd  under  that  forjn  of  government,  proceed  from  thecorrup* 
tion  of  it,  or  deviation  from  the  principle  of  its  ini^itutioh  j 
$ind  that  they  are  rather  to  be  imputed  to  the  vices  of  the 
jpcrfon>  than  to  the  thing  itfelf ;  but  if  our  author  fpeak  truth, 
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it  h  umvcrfMy  ami  eternally  nciught,  niconvenience  atrf 
mifery  belong  to  it. 

He  rhfnks  to  mend  this,  by  faying^  they  are  not  into- 
Jerable :  but  what  is  intolerable,  if  inconveniences  Jan^f 
tnifcries  be  not  ?  For  what  end  can  he  think  governments 
to  have  been  cftablifhcd^  unlefs  to  prevent  or  remove  in- 
conveniences and  miferies ;  or  how  can  that  be  called  a? 
government,  which  docs  not  only  permit,  but  caufc  them  ? 
What  can  incline  nations  to  fet  up  governments?  Is  it 
th  ij  c  th  cy  m  a  y  f u  tfc  r  I  neon  \  c  nt  c  n  c  es ,  a  nil  be  b  roug  lit  to 
mifery  ?  of  if  k  be  to  enjoy  happineU,  how  can  that  iiib- 
fift  under  a  government^  whicli,  not  by  accident,  deflec- 
tion, or  corruption,  but  by  a  neceffity  inherent  in  itfclf, 
caufes  inconveniences  and  miferies  i  If  it  be  pretended, 
that  no  human  conftitutibw  can  be  altogether  free  from 
inconveniences  ;  I  anfwer,  that  ths  bcft  may  to  fome  de- 
gree fall  into  them,,  becaufe  they  may  be  corrupted  ;  but 
evil  and  mifrry  can  properly  belong  to  none  that  is  not 
c\il  inlts  own  nature.  If  Samuel  dcfcrve  credit,  or  may 
be  thought  to  have  fpoken  fenfe,  he  could  not  have  enu- 
merated the  evils,  which  he  forefaw  the  people  flwuld 
fuflTcr  from  their  kings,  nor  fay,  that  they  fliould  cry  to 
the  Lord  by  reafon  of  them,  unlefs  they  were  in  them- 
fetves  grievous,  and  in  comparifon  greater  than  what  they 
had  fuffered  or  known;  fince  that  would  not  have  di- 
verted them  from  their  intention,  but  rather  have  con- 
firmed them  in  it.  And  I  leave  it  to  our  author  to  fhew,. 
why  any  people  (hould,  for  the  pleafure  of  one  or  a  few 
men,  eredt  or  fuffer  that  which  brings  more  of  evil  with 
it  than  any  other. 

Moreover 
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Moreover,  dicrc  is  a  great  difference  between  that 
-which  nations  fometimes  fuffer  under  kings,  and  that 
i¥hich  they  willingly  fuffer;  mofl  efpecially  if  our  author's 
maxim  be  received,  that  all  laws  are  the  mandates  of 
kings,  and  the  fubjeSs  liberties  and  privileges  no  more 
than  their  gracious  conceifions;  for  how  patient  foevcr 
they  are  under  the  evils  they  fuffcr,  it  might  reafon- 
ably  be  believed  they  are  fo  bccaufe  they  know  not  how 
to  help  it:  and  this  is  certainly  the  cafe  of  too  many 
places  that  are  known  to  us.  Whoever  doubts  of  this, 
if  he  will  not  put  hiiqielf  Co  the  trouble  of  going  to  Turky 
or  Morocco,  let  him  pafs  only  into  Normandy,  and  aik 
Che  naked,  bare  footed,  and  half  Aarved  people,  whether 
they  are  trilling  to  fuffer  the  miferies  under  which  they 
groan;  and  whether  the  magnificence  of  Vcrfailles,  and 
the  pomp  of  their  haughty  mafter,  do  any  way  alleviate 
their  calamities*  If  this  alfo  be  a  matter  of  too  much 
pains,  the  wretches  that  come  hither  every  day  wiU  ifi«- 
form  him,  that  it  is  not  by  their  own  confent  they  ut  dcip 
prived  of  all  honours  and  offices  in  the  common  wealthy 
even  of  thofe,  which,  by  a  corrupt  cuftom,  that  had  gained 
the  force  of  a  law,  they  had  dearly  bought ;  prohibited  to 
cxcrcife  any  trade ;  expofed  to  the  utmoft  effeds  of  fraud 
and  violence,  if  they  refufe  to  adore  their  matter's  idols. 
They  will  tell  him,  jthat  it  is  not  willingly  they  leave  their 
lands  and  eftates  to  feck  a  fheltcr  in  the  moft  remote  parts 
of  the  world ;  but  becaufc  they  are  under  a  force  which 
.they  are  not  able  to  refift;  and  bccaufe  one  part  of  the  na- 
tion, which  is  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  the  other,  have 
P  3  foolifbly 
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fo^AiMj  contributed  to  lay  a  yoke  upon  thenn  which  tfiqf 
cannot  break. 

To  what  he  fays  concerning  tenures,  I  anfwer,  no  man 
in  England  owes  any  fervice  to  his  lord,  unlefs  by  virtue 
of  a  contract  made  by  himfeli  or  hU  prcdeccflbrs,  under 
which  he  holds  the  land  granted  to  him  on  that  condition 
by  the  proprietor.  There  inny  be  fometbing  of  bardfhip, 
but  nothing  of  injuilicc/  It  is  a  voluntary  a^  in  the  be- 
ginning and  continuance  ;  and  all  men  know  that  what  is 
done  to  one  who  Is  willing*  Is  no  injuTy.  He  who  di4 
not  like  the  conditions,  was  not  obliged  to  lake  the  land ; 
and  he  might  leave  it,  if  afterwards  he  came  to  diflikc 
them.  If  any  man  fay,  the  like  may  be  done  by  any  one 
in  the  kingdom,  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  not  always  true  ^  the 
proteftants  now  in  France  cannot  without  extreme  hazard 
go  out  of  that  country,  though  they  arc  contented  to  lofe 
tteir  cftates.  It  is  accounted  a  crime,  for  which  they  arc 
condemned  perpetually  to  the  gallics,  and  fuch  as  are  aid- 
ing to  them  to  grievous  fines.  But  before  this  be  acknow- 
ledged to  have  any  fimilitude  or  relation  to  our  dlfcourfc 
concerning  kings,  it  muft  be  proved,  that  the  prefent 
king,  or  thofc  under  whom  he  claims,  is  or  were  proprie- 
tors of  all  the  lands  in  England,  and  granted  the  feveral 
parcels  under  the  condition  of  fufitring  patiently  fuch  in-» 
conveniences  and  miferies  as  are  above-mentioned ;  or 
that  they  who  did  confer  the  crown  upon  any  of  them,  did 
alfo  give  a  propriety  in  the  land ;  which  I  do  not  find  iii 

f  Volenti  non  fit  injuria. 


COVCHNMENT.  tt^ 

tiny  of  the  fiftoen  or  fixteen  tides  that  have  been  fince  the 
coining  in  of  the  Normans:  and  if  it  was  not  done  to  the 
6rft  of  every  one,  it  cannot  accrue  to  the  others,  unlefii 
by  fome  new  a6t  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  will  fiot  ea* 
fily  be  produced. 

It  will  be  no  Icfs  difficult  to  prove,  that  any  thing  un* 
worthy  of  freemen  is  by  any  tenures  impofed  in  England^ 
unlefs  it  be  the  offering  up  of  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
tenants  to  the  luft  of  abbots  and  monks ;  and  they  who 
are  fo  far  from  being  willingly  fuffcr^d,  that  fince  the  dens 
;ind  nurferies  of  thofe  beads  were  abolifhed,  no  man  that 
fucqceds  them  has  had  impudence  fufficient  to  exadt  the 
performance ;  and  though  the  letter  of  the  law  may  favour 
them,  the  turpitude  of  the  thing  has  extinguiftied  the  ufage. 

But  even  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and  Judah,  who  brought 
•upon  the  people  thofe  evils  that  had  been  foretold  by 
Samuel,  did  not  think  they  had  a  right  to  the  powers  they 
^exerctfcd.  If  the  law  had  given  a  right  to  Ahab  to  take 
Ihe  beft  of  their  vineyards,  he  might  without  cereipony 
have  taken  that  of  Naboth,  and  by  the  majeilic  power  of 
an  abfolute  monarch,  have  chadifed  the  churlifh  clown, 
who  refufed  to  fell  or  change  it  for  another :  but  for  want 
of  it,  he  was  obliged  to  take  a  very  different  courfe.  If 
the  Uves  of  fubje<£ls  had  in  the  like  manner  depended 
upoB  the  will  of  ki^gs,  David  might  without  fcruple  have 
killed  Uriah,  rather  than  to  place  him  in  the  front  of  the 
^umy,  that  he  might  fall  by  his  own  courage.  The  ma- 
lice and  treachery  of  fuch  proceedings  argues  a  defeA  of 
power;  and  he  that  adts  in  fuch  an  oblique  manner,  (hews, 
f|ut  l^is  actions  are  not  warranted  by  the  laW|  which  it 
P  4  biildl) 
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boidly  cKCcufccf  in  fhe  face  of  the  furt.  This  fhews  the 
interpretation  put  upon  the  words,  **  againft  thcc  only 
•'  have  I  finned/**  by  court* flatterers,  to  be  falfe.  If  he 
hid  not  finned  againft  BathOieba,  whom  he  eormpted, 
Uriah  whom  he  caufcd  to  be  killed,  the  people  that  he 
Ibandalized,  and  the  law  which  he  violated,  hehad  never 
endeavoured  to  cover  his  guilt  by  fo  vile  a  fraud.  And  as 
he  did  not  therchy  fly  the  fight  of  GihJ^  but  of  men,  it  li 
evident,  that  he  in  th^t  a^^lion  feared  men  more  than 
God, 

If  by  the  examples  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  we  may  judge, 
whether  the  inconveniences  and  miferies  brought  upon 
nations  by  their  kings  be  tolerable  or  intolerable,  it  will 
be  enough  to  confider  the  madnefs  of  Saul's  cruelty  to- 
wards his  fubjc<3s,  and  the  flaughtpr  brought  upon  them 
by  the  hand  of  the  Philiftincs  on  mount  Gilboa,  where  he 
fell  with  the  flower  of  all  Ifrad  ;  the  civil  wars  that  hap- 
pened in  the  time  of  David,  and  the  plague  brought  upon 
the  people  by  his  wickcdncfs ;  the  heavy  burdens  l:^id  upor> 
them  by  Solomon,  and  the  idolatry  favoured  by  him  ;  the 
wretched  folly  of  Rehoboam,  and  the  defed^ion  of  the  ten 
tribes  caufed  by  it ;  the  idolatry  eftj^blifhed  by  Jeroboam, 
^d  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  and  that  of  many  of  thofe  of  Judah 
alfo;  the  frequent  wars  and  unheard  of  flaughters  enfuing 
thereupon  between  the  tribes ;  the  daily  devaluations  of 
the  country  by  all  forts  of  ftrangers;  the  murders  of  the 
prophets  ;  the  abolition  of  God's  woHhip  ;  the  defolation 
•^  towns  and  provinces;  the  captivity  of  the  t^n  tribes 
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ftrried  away  into  unknown  countries ;  and,  in  the  end, 
the  abolition  of  both  kingdoms,  with  the  captivity  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  and  the  utter  deftrudion  of  the  city.  It 
cannot  be  faid,  that  thefe  things  were  fuffcred  under  kings^ 
and  not  from  or  by  them ;  for  the  dcfolation  of  the  cities, 
people,  and  country,  is,  in  many  places  of  fcripturc, 
imputed  to  the  kings  that  taught  Ifrael  to  fin,  as  appears 
by  what  was  denounced  againft  Jeroboam,  Jehu,  Ahaz, 
Manafleh,  Zedekiah,  and  others.*  Nay,  the  captivity  of 
Babylon,  with  the  evils  enfuin^,  were  tirft  announced  to 
Hezekiah  for  his  vanity :  and  Jofiah,  by  the  like,  brought 
a  great  (laughter  upon  himfclf  anu  people.  But  if  mif- 
chicfs  fell  upon  the  people  by  the  frailty  of  thefe,  who, 
after  David,  were  the  bcft,  nothing  furcly  Icfs  than  the 
utmoft  of  all  miferies  could  be  expcdted  from  fuch  as  werp 
fet  to  do  evil,  and  to  make  the  nation  like  to  themfelves, 
in  which  they  met  with  too  great  fuccefs. 

If  it  be  pretended,  that  God*s  people,  living  under  an 
extraordinary  difpenfation,  can  be  no  example  to  us,  I 
defirc  other  hiftories  may  be  examined ;  for,  I  confefs,  I 
know  no  nation  fo  great,  happy,  and  profperous,  nor  any 
power,  fo  w^U  eftablifhed,  that  two  or  three  ill  king$, 
immediately  fucceeding  each  other,  have  not  been  able  to 
deftroy,  and  bring  to  fqch  a  condition,  that  it  appeared 
fhe  nations  muft  perifh,  unlefs  the  fenates,  diets,  and^ 
other  aifemblies  of  (late,  had  put  a  Hop  to  the  mifchi^, 
by  retraining  or  depofing  them ;  and  though  this  might 
be  proved  by  innumerably  tcAimonies,  I  (hall  content  fny« 

*  1  King9  xlv.     s  Kings  xxi.     a  Kings  xx. 

fclf 
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fclf  with  that  of  the  Romin  empire,  which  periled  "by  the 
vices,  corryptbn,  and  bafenefs,  of  their  princes:  the  ikj- 
ble  kingdom  of  the  Goths  in  Spam  ovcnhrown  hy  the 
fyranny  of  Wirxa  and  Rodrigo:  ihc  prefciu  f!ate  of  Spain 
/i^w  hnguilliing,  and  threatening  ruin  horn  the  fame 
caufc&:  France  broo^t  to  the  laft  degree  of  mifery  and 
itieaknefs  by  the  degenerate  races  of  Pharamond  and 
Charles,  prefervcd  and  reOored  by  the  virtues  of  Pcpin 
and  Capet ;  to  which  may  be  added  thofe  of  our  own 
cotantry,  which  are  fo  wcU  know/i  that  1  need  ijot  men^ 
lion  thenif 


SECT.       VI. 

ft  is  not  good  for  fuch  nations  as  will  have  kingSy  tt/u/r 
fcr  thtm  to  be  ghrious,  powerful,  or  abounding  in 
riches, 

OUR  author  having  hitherto  fpoken  of  all  nations,  as 
V)orn  under  a  ncceffity  of  being  fubjed  to  abfolutc  mo- 
nirchy,  which  he  pretends  to  have  been  fet  up  by  the 
univerfal  and  indifpenfablc  law  of  God  and  nature,  now 
fecms  to  leave  to  their  difcretion,  whether  they  will  have 
a  king  or  not;  but  fays,  that  thofe  "who  will  have  a 
**  king,  are  bound  to  allow  him  royal  maintenance,  by 
**  providing  revenues  for  the  crown ;  fince  it  is  for  the 
**  honour,  profit,  ,nnd  fafety,  of  the  people,  to  have  their 
*•  king  glorious,  powerful,  and  abounding  in  ri«hes.** 
If  |hcrc  JDc  any  thing  of  fcn'c  in  this  claufe^  there  is  no- 
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tfiii^of  truth  in  die  foundation  or  principle  of  his  whole 
book.  For  as  the  right  and  being  of  a  father  is  natural 
pr  inherent,  and  noways  depending  upon  the  will  of  the 
child ;  that  of  a  king  is  fo  alfo,  if  he  be,  and  ought  to 
enjoy  the  rights  belonging  to  the  father  of  the  people;  and 
it  is  not  Icfs  ridiculous  to  fay,  **  thofe  who  will  have  a 
«  king,"  than  it  would  be  to  fay,  "  he  that  will  have  a 
^*  father;"  for  every  one  muft  have  one  whether  he  will  or 
not.  But  if  the  king  be  a  father,  as  our  author  from  thence 
infers,  that  all  laws  are  from  him,  none  can  be  impofed 
upon  him ;  and  whatfoever  the  fubjeA  enjoys  is  by  his 
conceffions:  it  is  abfurd  to  fpeak  of  an  obligation  lying 
upon  the  people  to  allow  him  royal  maintenance,  by  pro- 
viding revenues,  fince  he  has  all  in  himfcif,  and  they 
have  nothing,  that  is  not  from  him,  and  depending  upon 
his  will.  For  this  reafon  a  worthy  gentleman  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  in  the  year  1640,  dclircd,  that  the  bufincfij 
of  the  judges,  who  in  the  ftar-chamber  had  given  for 
their  (^niqn  concerning  (hip-money,  "  that  in  cafes  of 
"  neceffity,  the  king  might  provide  it  by  his  own  autho* 
f*  rity,  and  that  he  was  judge  of  that  neceffity,"  might  be 
firft  examined,  that  they  might  know  whether  they  had 
any  thing  to  give,  before  they  (hould  fpeak  of  giving., 
And  as  it  is  certain,  that  if  the  fentence  of  thofe  perjured 
wretches  had  flood,  the  fubjeds  of  England  by  confe* 
guence  would  have  been  found  to  have  nothing  to  give ; 
it  is  nolefs  fure,  that  if  our  author's  principle  concerning 
die  paternal  and  abfolute  power  of  king's  be  true,  it  wil!» 
pY  a  more  compendious  way,  appear,  that  it  is  not  left  to 
ibc  choice  of  any  natipn^^  whpthcr  they  will  have  a  king 
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or  not ;  for  they  muft  hav c  him,  and  can  have  nothing  td 
allow  himj  but  muft  receive  all  from  him. 

But  if  thofc  only  who  '*  will  have  a  king/'  are  bound 
to  have  one,  and  to  allow  this  **  royal  maintenance/'  fiich 
as  will  not  have  a  king,  are»  by  one  and  the  fame  ad*, 
delivered  from  the  ncceifity  of  having  one,  and  from  pro- 
viding maintenance  for  him;  which  utterly  overthrown 
the  magnificent  fabric  of  paternal  monarchy  ;  and  the 
kings,  who  were  lately  reprefentcd  by  our  author,  placed 
on  the  throne  by  God  and  nature,  and  endowed  with  an 
abfolute  power  over  all,  appear  to  be  purely  the  creatut^s 
of  the  people,  and  to  have  nothing  but  what  is  received 
from  them. 

From  hence  it  may  be  naturally  inferred,  that*  he  who 
makes  a  thing  to  be,  makes  it  to  be  only  what  he  pleafes. 
This  muft  hold  in  relation  to  kings  as  well  as  other  ma- 
gidrates;  and  as  they  who  made  confuls  didators,  and 
military  tribunes,  gave  them  only  fuch  power,  and  for 
fuch  a  time,  as  beft  pleafed  themfelves,  it  is  impofTible 
they  ihould  not  have  the  fame  right  in  relation  to  kings, 
in  making  them  what  they  pleafcf  as  well  as  not  to  make 
them  unlcfs  they  pleafc ;  except  there  be  a  charm  belong- 
ing to  the  name,  or  the  letters  that  compofe  it ;  which 
cannot  belong  to  all  nations ;  for  they  are  different  in 
every  one  according  to  their  feveral  languages. 

But,  fays  our  author,  it  is  "  for  the  honour,  profit, 
^*  and  fafety  of  the  people,  that  the  king  (hould  be  glo- 
f*  rious,  powerful,  and  abounding  in  riches/'  There  is 

f  ^ui  dat  cfTc,  d»c  mod  um  ciTc. 

ther^for^ 
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tfieitfbre  rfo  obligation  upon  them,  and  they  are  to  judge 
whether  it  be  fo  or  not.  The  fcripture  fays  plainly  the 
contrary :  **  He  (hall  not  multiply  filver  and  gold,  wives 
^  and  horfes:  he  (hall  not  lift  up  his  heart  above  his 
•*  brethren.  •  He  (hall  not  therefore  be  glorious,  power- 
ful, or  abounding  in  riches^  Reafon  and  experience  teach 
US  the  fame  thing :  if  thofe  nations,  that  have  been  proud," 
luxurious,  and  vicious,  have  defired  by  pomp  and  riches 
fo  foment  the  vices  of  their  princes,  thereby  to  chcrifli 
their  own ;  fuch  as  have  excelled  in  virtue,  and  good  dff* 
cipline,  ha^e  abhorred  it;  and,  except  the  immediate  ex- 
ercife  of  dieir  ofHce,  have  kept  their  fupreme  magilh'atet 
fo  a  manner  of  livirtg  little  different  from  that  of  private 
men:  and  it^ad  been  impoflTible  to  maintain  that  fri^ 
gality,  in  which  the  integrity  of  their  manners  did  chiefly 
confift,  if  they  had  fet  up  an  example  diredtly  contrary  ta 
it,  irr  him  who  was  to  be  an  example  to  others ;  or  to  pro- 
vide for  their  own  fafety,  if  they  had  overthrown  that 
integrity  of  manners  by  which  it  could  only  be  obtained 
and  prefcrved.  There  is  a  neceffity  incumbent  upon  every 
nation  that  lives  in  the  like  principle,  to  put  a  flop  to  the 
entrance  of  thofe  vices  that  arife  from  the  fuperfluity  of 
riches,  by  keeping  their  kings  in  that  honcft  poverty, 
which  is  the  mother  and  nurfc  of  modefty,  fobricty,  and 
all  manner  of  virtue :  and  no  man  can  deny  this  to  Ve  well 
done,  unlcfs  he  will  affirm,  that  pride,  luxury,  and  vice, 
is  more  profitable  to  a  nation,  than  the  virtues  that  are 
upheld  by  frugality. 

*  Dcut.  XV ii. 

Thc« 
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There  is  another  reafon  of  no  Icfs  importance  to  thofe 
nation^:,  who,  chough  they  think  fit  to  have  kings,  yet 
dcfire  to  prefervc  their  liberty,  which  obliges  them  to  fet 
limits  to  the  glory,  power,  and  riches  of  their  kings ;  and 
that  Is,  That  they  can  no  otherwlfc  be  kept  within  the 
rules  of  the  law.  Men  arc  naturally  propenfc  to  corrup- 
tion ;  and  if  he^  whofe  will  and  intcreft  it  is  to  corrupt 
thcnit  bcfumifhcd  with  the  means,  he  will  never  fail  to  do 
it.  Pawcr,  honours,  richesf  and  the  pleafures  that  attend 
them,  arc  the  baits  by  which  men  are  drawn  to  prefer 
a  pcrfoniil  intercft  before  the  public  good  ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  who  covet  them,  is  fo  great,  that  he  who 
abounds  in  them  will  be  able  to  gain  fo  many  to  his  fer- 
^ce  as  (hall  be  fufficient  to  fubdue  the  red.  It  is  hard  to 
find  a  tyranny  in  the  world  that  has  pot  been  introduced 
this  way ;  for  no  man  by  his  own  ftreiieth  could  ever  fub- 
due a  multitude ;  none  could  ever  brine  many  to  be  fub- 
fcrvicnt  to  his  ill  defigns,  but  by  the  \cwards  they  re- 
ceived or  hoped.  By  this  means  Caefar  accomplirtied  hii 
work,  and  overthrew  the  liberty  of  his  country,  and  with 
it  all  that  was  then  good  in  the  world.  They  who  were 
corrupted  in  their  minds,  defired  to  put  all  the  power  and 
riches  into  his  hands,  that  he  might  diftribute  them  to 
fuch  as  fervcd  him.  And  he,  who  was  nothing  lefs  than 
covetous  in  his  own  nature,  defired  riches,  that  he  might 
gain  followers;  and  by  the  plunder  of  Gaul  he  corrupted 
thofe  that  betrayed  Rome  to  him.  And  though  I  do  not 
delight  to  fpeak  of  the  affairs  of  our  own  time,  I  dctire 
thofe  who  know  the  prefent  ftatc  of  France  to  tell  me, 
whpther  it  were  pofliblc  for  the  king  to  keep  that  nation 

undef 


Under  fervitudcy  if  a  vaft  revenue  did  not  efhable  him  to 
pin  fo  many  to  his  particular  fcrvice  as  are  fufficient  td 
keep  the  reft  in  fubjcdion :  and  if  this  be  not  enough,  lt€ 
them  confider,  whether  all  the  dangers  that  now  threaten 
us  at  home,  do  not  proceed  from  the  madnefs  of  thofc» 
who  gave  fuch  a  revenue,  as  is  utterly  unproportionablc 
to  the  riches  of  the  nation,  unfuitable  to  the  modeft  be*' 
haviour  expeded  from  our  kings,  and  which  in  time  will 
render  parliaments  unneceffary  to  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  poverty  and  fimplicity  of  the 
Spartan  kings,  was  no  Icfs  fafe  and  profitable  to  the 
people,  than  truly  glorious  to  them.  Ageiilaus  denied 
that  Artaxences  was  greater  than  he,  unlefs  he  were 
more  temperate,  or  more  valiant ;  and  he  made  good 
his^ords  fo  welly  that,  without  any  other  afliftance  than 
what  his  wifdom  and  valour  did  afford,  he  flnick  fuck 
a  terror  into  that  great,  rich,  powerful  and  abfolutc  mo- 
narch, that  he  did  not  think  himfelf  fafe  in  Babylon  or 
Ecbatane,  till  the  poor  Spartan  was,  by  a  captain  of  as 
great  valour,  and  greater  poverty,  obliged  to  return  from 
Alia  to  the  defence  of  his  own  countr}\  This  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  fevcrc  Laconic  difcipline.  When  the 
Roman  kings  were  expelled,  a  few  carts  were  prepare^ 
to  tranfport  their  goods:  and  their  lands,  which  wert 
€onfecrated  to  Mars,  and  now  go  under  the  name  of 
Campus  Martius,  hardly  contain  ten  acres  of  groundi^ 
Nay,  the  kings  of  Ifrael,  who  led  fuch  vaft  armies  into 
the  field  (that  is,  were  followed  by  all  the  people  who 
were  able  to  bear  arms),  fcem  to  have  pofTeflTed  little. 
Abab|  one  of  tlie  moll  powerful,  was  fo  fond  of  Naboth's 

vineyard 
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vineyard  (which j  being  the  Inheritance  of  his  ftchcfK/ 
according  to  their  equal  diviiion  of  lands,  could  not  be 
above  two  acres),  that  he  grew  fick  when  it  was  rcfufed, 

But^  if  an  allowance  be  to  be  made  to  every  king,  it  muft 
be  cither  according  to  an  univerfal  rule  or  flandard,  or 
murt  depend  upon  the  jiidgmcnt  of  nations.  If  the  firil, 
^cy  who  have  it,  may  do  well  to  produce  it;  if  the 
other,  every  nation,  proceeding  according  to  the  meafure 
of  their  own  difcretion,  is  free  from  blamc> 

It  may  alfo  be  worth  obfervation,  whether  the  re- 
venue given  to  a  king  be  in  fuch  manner  committed  td 
his  care,  that  he  is  obliged  to  employ  it  for  the  public 
fcrvicc  without  the  power  of  alienation ;  or  whether  it  be 
granted  as  a  propriety,  to  be  fpent  as  he  thinks  fit. 
When  fome  of  the  ancient  Jews  and  Chriftians  fcrupled 
|he  payment  of  tribute  to  the  emperors,  the  reafons  aU 
ledged  to  perfuade  them  to  a  compliance  feem  to  be 
grounded  upon  a  fuppofition  of  the  firft :  for,  faid  they, 
the  defence  of  the  ftate  lies  upon  them,  which  cannot  be 
performed  without  armies  and  garrifons ;  thefe  cannot  be 
maintained  without  pay,  nor  money  raifcd  to  pay  them 
without  tributes  and  cuftoms.  This  carries  a  face  of 
reafon  with  it,  cfpecially  in  thofe  countries  which  are 
perpetually  or  frequently  fubjcdl  to  iftvafions :  but  this 
will  not  content  our  author.  He  fpeaks  of  employing 
the  revenue  in  keeping  the  king's  houfc,  and  looks  upon 
it  as  a  propriety  to  be  fpent  as  he  thinks  convenient ; 
which  is  no  lefs  than  to  call  it  into  af  pit,  x>f  which  no 
man  ever  knew  the  bottom.  That  which  is  given  one 
4ayy  is  f<|uandered  away  the  next :    the  people  is  always 

opprclTcd 
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l^pfdled  with  iihpontionsy  to  foment  the  vices  of  i 
^uit :  thefe  daily  incrcafing,  they  grow  infatiable,  a 
the  miferable  nations  are  compelled  to  hard  labour^ 
order  to  fatiate  thofe  lufts  that  tend  to  their  own  ruin, 
i  It  may  be  confidered,  that  the  virtuous  *  pagans, 
the  light  of  nature,  difcovered  the  truth  of  this.  I 
verty  grew  odious  in  Rome,  when  great  men,  by  defiri 
Miches,  put  a  value  upon  them,  and  introduced  tl 
pomp  aftd  luxury  which  could  not  be  borne  by  men 
fmall  fortunes t.  From  thence  all  furies  and  mifchi 
feemcd  to  break  loofe:  the  bafe,  (lavifli,  and  fo  ofl 
fubdued  Afiaj  by  the  bafeft  of  men  revenged  the  defc 
they  had  received  from  the  braved;  and  by  infufing  ii 
them  a  delight  in  pomp  and  luxury,  in  a  fhort  tii 
tendered  the  (Ironged  and  braveft  of  nations  the  weak 
and  bafeft.  I  wifli  our  own  experience  did  not  i 
plainly  RKmiAsft)  that  thefe  evils  were  never  more  p 
valent  than  in  our  days,  when  the  luxury,  majeftic  pon 
and  abfolute  power,  of  a  neighbouring  king,  muft 
lupported  by  an  abundance  of  riches,  torn  out  of  t 
bowels  of  his  fubje£ls,  which  renders  them,  in  the  I 
country  of  the  world)  and  at  a  time  when  the  crown  m 
SoUriiheS)  the  poored  and  mod  miferable  of  all  the  r 
lions  under  the  fun.  We  too  well  know  who  are  m 
apt  to  learn  from  them,  and  by  what  means  and  d< 
Aey  endeavoured  to  lead  us  into  the  like  mifery.    I 


-Sarvior  arm  is 


Luxuria  mcubUit,  vitlmnqiie  Ulclfciturorbem.        LnCttU 

"f  Nullmn  crimen  abed,  facinufquc  libidinis,  ^x  (^00 
Faupcrtai  Romaoa  pcrir^        Juv.  Sat.  vi.  s^a. 
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the  bird  is  iafe  T\'hcn  tlie  fnarc  is  difc€vcre<J;    and 

wc  arc  not  abinJoned  by  God  to  dcftru<5lion,  wc  iliall 
never  be  brought  to  eiinfcm  to  the  fettling  of  that  pomp, 
^ which-  IS  agninfl  the  pra^ice  of  all  virtuaus  people,  and 
has  brought  jII  the  nations  that  havo  been  taken  wkfa  it 
into  the  ruin  that  is  intended  for  us. 
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PPhfft  thi  Ifraflttfs  {jfitdf&rfuch  a  itrtg  as  ihr  n^thnf 
abifut  thrm  hady  they  ajked  for  a  tyrant^  though  they 
did  not  call  him  Jo* 

•*  NOW  that  Saul  was  no  tyrant,'-  fays  our  author^ 
*'  notCy  that  the  people  alked  a  king  as  all  nations  had : 
^  God  anfwers^  and  bids  Samuel  to  hear  the  voice  of 
**  the  people  in-  all  things  which  they  fpake,  and  ap* 
•*  point  them  a  king.  They  did  not  afk  a  t)Tant ;  and^ 
**  to  give  them  a  t>'rant  when  they  afked  a  king,  had  not 
•*  been  to  hear  their  voice  irr  all  things,  but  rather  when 
**  they  afked  an  egg,  to  have  givciv  them  a  fcorpion  \ 
**  unlefs  wc  will  fay,  that  all  nations  had  tyrants."  But 
before  he  drew  fuch  a  conclufion,  he  (hould  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  God  did  not  give  them  a  fcorpion  when 
they  a&ed  an  egg,  but  tol4  them,  that  was  a  fcorpion 
which  they  called  an  egg:  they  would  have  a  king  to 
judge  them,  to  go  out  before  them,  and  to  fight  their 
battles ;  but  God  in  effcd  told  them,  he  would  over- 
throw all  jufticc,  and  turn  the  power  that  was  given  him. 
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is>the  rum  of  theih^  and  their  poftcrity.  But  fincc  they 
would  have  it  fo,  he  commanded  Samuel  to  hearken  to 
their  voice,  and  for  the  puniftiment  of  their  fin  and  folly, 
to  give  them  fuch  a  king  as  they  aflced,  that  ts,  one  who . 
Would  turn  to  his  Qwn  profit^  and  their  mifery,  the  power 
with  which  he  (hould  be  entrufted  ;  and  this  truly  deno« 
minates  a  tyrant*  Ariftotle  makes  no  other  diftinftiort 
between  a  king  and  a  tyrant,  than  that  the  king  governs 
for  the  good  of  thfc  people,  the  tyrant  for  his  owti  pleafurc 
or  profit :  and  they  who  afkcd  fuch  a  one,  afked  a  tyrant, 
though  they  called  him  a  king.  This  is  all  c^uld  be 
done  in  their  language :  for  as  they  who  are  (killed  In  the 
oriental  languages  afifure  me,  there  is  no  name  for  a 
tjTant  in  any  of  them,  or  any  other  way  of  exprefling  the 
thing,  than  by  circumlocution,  and  ^ddirtg  proud,  info- 
lent,  luftful,  cruel,  violent,  or  the  like  epithets,  to  the 
Word  lord,  or  king.  They  did  in  efFedl  afk  a  tyrant : 
\hey  would  not  have  fuch  a  king  as  God  had  ordained, 
but  fuch  a  one  as  the  nations  had.  Not  th^  M  nations 
had  tyrants ;  but  thofc  who  were  round  about  them,  of 
whom  they  had  knowledge^  and  which,  in  their  manner 
of  fpeakiilg,  went  under  the  name  of  all,  were  bleffed 
with  fitth  mlfters.  This  way  of  expreflion  was  ufed  by 
Lot's  daughters^  itho  faid,  there  was  not  a  man  in  all 
the  earth  to  come  in  to  them ;  bccaufe  there  was  none  in 
the  neighbourhood  with  whom  it  was  thought  fit  they 
ihould  acdompany.  Notf ,  that  the  eaftern  nations  were 
then,  and  arc  ftill,  under  the  government  of  thofe  which 
all  free  people  call  tj'tants,  is  evident  to  all  men.  God 
therefore/ in  giving  them  a  tyrant,  or  rather  a  govern- 
or3^  ««tvt> 
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mcnt,  that  would  turn  into  ryrann)%  gave  them  wh:rf  tfiej 
alk^d,  unJer  rnvirlicr  n.nmc;  and,  wUIiout  any  bkmifb 
to  the  mercy  prnir>iicc!  to  their  fathers^  fuffcrcd  them  to 
bear  the  pcfiahy  of  their  wickednefs  and  folly  in  reject- 
ing Kintr  that  he  (hcmid  not  reign  over  them. 

But  though  tile  name  of  tyrant  was  unknown  to  tJiem, 
yet  in  Greece,  from  whence  the  word  conies.  It  fignificd 
ITO  more  than  one  wIkj  governed  according  to  his  own 
will,  diQingoiflicd  from  kings  that  governed  by  lawi  and 
was  not  taken,  in  ua  ill  fcnff,  till  thofe  who  had  been  ad- 
vanced for  their  juftice,  wifdonv,  and  valour^  or  their 
defccndents,  were  found  to  depart  from  the  ends  of  theic 
inftitution,  and  to  turn  that  power-  to  the  opprelTion  of 
the  people^  which  had  been  given  for  their  protedlion  r 
hut  by  thcfc  means  it  grew  odious,  and  that  kind  of 
government  came  to  be  thought  only  tolerable  by  the 
bafcft  of  men ;  and  thofe  who  deftroyed  it^  were  in  all 
jjlaccs  cftecmed  to  be  the  beft. 

If  monarchy  had"  been  univerfally  evil^  God  had  nor 
in  the  x^viiih  of  Deuteronomy  given  leave  to  the  Ifraelitcs 
to  fct  up  a  king ;  and  if  that  kind  of  king  had  beca 
aikcd,  he  had  not  been  difpleafed :  and  they  could  not  have, 
been  faid  to  rejcdl  God,  if  they  had  not  alked  that  whicU 
was  evil ;  for  nothing  that  is  good  is  contrary^  or  incon- 
fiftent  wiih  a  people's  obedience  to  him.  The  monarchy 
they  aflvcd  was  difpleafmg  to  God,  it  was  therefore  eviL 
But  a  tyrant  is  no  more  than  an  evil  and  corrupted  mo- 
narch :  the  king  therefore  that  they  demanded  was  a  ty- 
rant :  God  in  granting  one  who  would  prove  a  tyrant,  gave 
them  what  they  alked. j    and  that,  they  might  know  whati 
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-4ncy  3W,  and  what  he  woulr^  be,  he  told  them  they  re- 
Jefted  him>  and  ftiould  cry  by  rcafon  of  the  king  thqr 
ffcfircd. 

This  denotes  him  to  be  a  tmnt:  for  as  the  govern- 
ment of  a  ki«g  ought  to  be  gentle  and  cafy,  tending  to 
the  good  of  the  people,  refcmbling  the  tender  care  of  a 
father  to  his  family ;  if  he  who  is  fct  up  to  be  si  king,  aad 
to  be  like  to  that  father,  do  lay  a  heavy  yoke  upon  the 
people,  and  ufc  <hem  as  (laves,  and  not  as  children,  T}c 
mufl  renounce  all  reCemblance  of  a  father,  and  be  ac«- 
counted  an  enen>y. 

*'  But,"  fays  our  author,  "  whereas  the  people's  crying 
**  argues  fome  tyrannical  opprefiion,  we  may  remember, 
^  that  the  people's  cries  arje  not  always  an  argument  of 
'*  their  living  under  a  tyrant.  No  man  will  fay  Solomon 
"  was  a  tyrant:  yet  all  the  congregation  complained, 
*'  that  Solomon  made  their  yoke  grievous."  It  is  ftrangc, 
that  when  children,  nay,  when  whelps  cry,  it  fhould  be 
accounted  a  mark  that  they  are  troubled,  and  that  the  cry 
of  the  whole  people  (hould  be  none '.  or  that  the  govern- 
ment which  is  eredl.ed  for  their  cafe,  fhould  not  be 
cfteemcd  tyrannical,  if  it  prove  grievous  to  thofe  \t  (hould 
relieve.'  But  as  I  know  no  example  of  a  people  that  did 
generally  complain  without  caufe,  our  ad\crfarics  ipiift 
alledge  fomc  other  than  that  of  Solomon,  before  I 
believe  it  of  any.  We  are  to  fpcak  reverently  ot  him : 
he  was  excellent  in  wifdom ;  he  built  the  temple,  and 
God  appeared  twice  to  him  :  but  it  muft  be  confeffcd,  that 
during  a  great  part  of  his  life  he  a<Sed  diredly  contrary  to 
tjjp  law  given  by  God  to  kings,  and  that  his  ways  were 
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evil  and  c>pf rcfllvc  to  the  pcoplcj  if  tjiofc  of  God  wii^ 
good.  Kings  were  forbidden  to  multiply  horfes,  wives, 
filver,  and  gold  :  but  he  brought  tngcihcr  more  filvcr 
and  gold,  and  provided  more  hotfcs,  wives,  and  concu- 
bines, than  any  man  is  known  to  have  had  \  and  thougli 
he  did  not  adually  return  to  Egypt;  yet  he  Intro- 
dreed  their  abominable  idolatn',  nnd  fo  far  raifcd  his 
heart  above  his  brethren,  that  he  made  them  fubfervient 
to  his  pomp  and  giory.  The  people  might  proba- 
bly be  pleafed  with  a  great  part  of  this ;  but  when  the 
yoke  beeame  grievous,  and  his  foolifh  fon  would  not 
render  it  more  eafy,  they  threw  it  off;  and  the  thing 
being  from  the  Lord,  it  was  good,  unlefs  he  be  evil. 

But  as  juft  governments  are  cOabliihed  for  the  good  of 
the  governed,  and  the  Jfraelitcs  defired  a  king,  that  it 
might  be  well  with  them,  not  with  him,  who  was  not 
yet  known  to  them  ;  that  which  exalts  one  to  the  preju- 
dice of  thofc  that  made  him,  muft  always  be  evil,  and 
the  people  that  fuffcrs  the  prejudice  muft  needs  know  it 
better  than  any  other.  He  that  denies  this,  may  think 
the  ftatc  of  France  might  have  been  beft  known  from 
Bulion  the  late  trcafurer,  who,  finding  Lewis  the  Thir- 
teenth to  be  troubled  at  the  people's  mifcry,  told  him  they 
were  too  happy,  fmce  they  were  not  reduced  to  eat  grafs. 
But  if  words  are  to  be  underftood  as  they  are  ordinarily 
ufed,  and  we  have  no  other  than  that  of  "  tyranny"  to 
cx'i  rcfs  a  monarchy  that  is  cither  evil  in  the  inftitution,  or 
fallen  into  corruption,  we  may  juftly  call  that  **  tyranny'* 
which  the  Scripture  calls  a  "  grievous  yoke,"  and  which 
neither  the  old  nor  the  new  counfcllors  of  Rehoboam 

could 
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ctRilil  deny  to  be  fo :  for  though  the  firft  advifed  him  to 
|)roinife  amendment,  and  the  others  to  do  worfc,  yet  all 
agreed,  that  what  people  faid  was  true. 

This  yoke  is  always  odious  to  fuch  as  are  not  by  natural 
ftupldity  and  bafcfiefe  titted  for  it;  but  thofe  who  are  fo, 
never  con>plain.  An  afs  will  bear  a  multitude  of  blows 
patiently ;  but  the  Icaft  of  them  drives  a  lion  into  ragew 
He  that  faid,  the  rod  is  made  for  the  back  of  fools,  con- 
feffed  that  oppreflion  will  make  a  wife  man  mad.  And 
the  moft  unnatural  of  all  opprcflions  is  to  uie  lions  like 
affes,  and  to  lay  that  yoke  upon  a  generous  nation,  which 
only  the  bafeft  can  deferve;  and,  for  want  of  a  better 
word,  we  call  this  tyranny. 

Our  author  is  not  contented  to  vindicate  Solomon 
only,  but  eictends  his  indulgence  to  Saul.  His  cuftom 
is  to  patronize  all  that  is  deteftable  ;  and  no  better  tefti^ 
inony  could  be  given  of  it.  "  It  is  true,"  fays  he,  "  Saul 
«*  loft  his  kingdom,  but  not  for  being  too  cruel  or  tyran- 
'*  nical  unto  his  fubjedls,  but  for  being  too  merciful  unto 
^*  his  enemies:"  but  he  allcdgcs  no  other  reafon,  than 
that  the  flaughtcr  of  the  priefts  is  not  blamed ;  not  ob*» 
fcrving  that  the  writers  of  Scripture,  in  relating  thofc 
things  that  are  known  to  be  abominable  by  the  light  of 
nature,  frequently  fay  no  more  of  them :  and  if  this  be 
not  fOf  Lot's  drunkennefs  and  inceft,  Reuben's  pollu- 
tion of  his  father's  bed,  Abimclcch's  flaughtcr  of  his 
feventy  brothers,  and  many  of  the  moft  wicked  afts  that 
ever  were  committed,  may  pafs  for  laudable  and  innocent. 
But  if  Saul  were  not  to  be  blamed  for  killing  the  priefts, 

0^4  why 
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why  WM  David  blamed  for  the  death  of  *  Uriah  ?     Why 

were  the  dogs  to  Itck  the  blooj  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel,  if 

they  did  nothing  more   than    kings  might  do  without 

blame  ?  Now,  if  the  flaughter  of  one  man  was  fu  fcvercly 

avenged  upon  the  authors^  and  thtnr  families,  none  but 

fuoh  as  Filmcr  can  think  that  of  fo  muny  inncNrcnt  men, 

with  their  wives  and  childrenj  could  efcape  unrcproved  or 

unpunUli^d.     But  the  whole  fcries  of  the  hiftory  of  Saul 

flit-T*  ing  Gvidenlly.  (hat  hi^  life  and  reign  w'ere  full  of  the 

moil;  violent  cruelty  and  madni:fs,  we  are  to  feck  no  other 

reafun  fir  the  ruin  threatened  and  brought  upon  him,  and 

his  family.  And  as  thofe  princes  who  are  mod  barbaroufly 

fav;ige  againft  their  own  people,  are  ufually  mod  gentle 

to  the  enemies  o£  their  country,  he  could  not  give  a  more 

certain  teftimony  of  his  hatred  to  thofe  he  ought  to  have 

protected,  than  by  preferving  thofe  nations,    who  were 

their  moft  irreconcileable  enemies.     This  is  proved  by 

reafon,  as  well  as  by  experience ;  for  every  man  knows  he 

cannot  bear  the  hatred  of  all  mankind :  fuch  as  know  they 

have  enemies  abroad,  endeavour  to  get  friends  at  home  : 

thofe  who  command  powerful  nations,  and  are  beloved  by 

them,    fear  not  to  offend  ftrangers.     But   if  they  have 

rendered  their  ow^n  people  enemies  to  them,  they  cannot 

hope  for  help  in  a  time  of  diftrefs,  nor  fo  much  as  a  place 

of  retreat  or  refuge  unlefs  from  ftrangers  ;  nor  from  them, 

unlefs  they  dcfcrve  it  by  favouring  them  to  the  prejudice 


^  "  Thou  haft  killed  Uriah  with  the  fword  of  ihc  children  of  Ammon : 
**  now  ihirclo;c  t'.ic  fword  Ihall  iic\cr  depart  from  thy  houlc."     2  Sai^. 
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^t  their  own  country.  As  no  man  can  fervc  two  mafters, 
no  man  can  purfuc  two  contrary  intcrcfts  i  Mofes,  Jofhua, 
Gideon  and  Samuel,  were  fevere  to  the  Amorites,  MU 
dianites,  and  Cananites,  but  mild  and  gentle  to  the  He- 
brews. Saul,  who  was  cruel  to  the  Hebrews,  fpared  the 
Amalekites,  whofe  prefervation  was  their  deftru6lion: 
and  whilft  he  deftroyed  thofe  he  fliould  have  favcd,  and 
faved  thofe,  that  by  a  general  and  particular  command  of 
God  he  fhould  have  deftroyed,  he  loft  his  ill-governed 
kingdom,  and  left  an  example  to  poftcrity  of  the  end  that 
may  be  expe(9ed  from  pride,  folly,  and  tyranny. 

The  matter  would  not  be  much  altered,  if  I  (hould 
confefs,  that,  in  the  time  of  Saul,  all  nations  were  gc^ 
vcmed  by  tyrants  (though  it  is  not  true,  for  Greece  did 
then  flourifti  in  liberty,  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  other  nations  did  fo  alfo) ;  for  though  they  might  not 
think  of  a  good  government  at  the  firft,  nothing  can 
oblige  men  to  continue  under  one  that  is  bad,  when  they 
difcover  the  evils  of  it,  and  know  how  to  mend  it.  They 
who  trufted  men  that  appeared  to  have  great  virtues,  with 
fuch  a  power  as  might  eafily  be  turned  into  tyranny, 
might  juftly  retrail,  limit,  or  abolifli  it,  when  they  found 
it  to  be  abufed.  And  though  no  condition  had  been  re- 
fervcd,  the  public  good,  which  is  the  end  of  all  *  govern- 
ment, had  been  fufficicnt  to  abrogate  all  that  ftiogld  tend 
to  the  contrary.  As  the  malice  of  men,  and  their  inven* 
tions  to  do  mifchief,  increafe  daily^  all  would  foon  be 
brought  under  the  power  of  the  worft,  if  care  were  not 

*  Sal  us  populi  rupr€nu^cx« 
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taken  J  an  J  opportunities  cmbracs^fl,  to  find  new  wny* 
preventing  it.  He  that  fliould  make  w;ir  at  this  dav  at 
|hc  bcfl  commnndcTS  >.^\d  two  hundred  years  paO,  wuuld 
be  beaten  by  the  meancft  foldier.  The  places  then  ac- 
counted impregnable  are  now  flighted  as  indefenfible ; 
and  if  the  arts  of  defending  were  not  improvxd  as  well  as 
thofe  of  affaulting,  none  would  be  able  to  hold  out  a  day^ 
Men  were  font  into  the  world  rude  aiid  ignorant,  and  if 
they  might  not  have  ufed  their  nMural  faculties  to  find  out 
that  which  is  good  for  themfelves,  all  muft  have  been 
condemned  to  continue  in  the  ignwance  of  our  firft  fa- 
thers, and  to  make  no  ufe  of  their  underftanding  to  the 
ends  for  which  it  was  given. 

The  beflial  barbarity  in  which  many  nations,  efpe* 
cially  of  Africa,  America,  and  Afia,  do  now  live, 
(hews  what  human  nature  is,  if  it  be  not  improved 
ly  art  and  difcipline ;  and  if  the  firft  errors,  committed 
tjirough  ignorance,  might  not  be  corrcded,  all  would 
be  obliged  to  continue  in  them ;  and  for  any  thin^ 
I  know,  we  muft  return  to  the  religion,  manners, 
and  policy,  that  were  found  in  our  country  at  Cxfar's 
landing.  To  affirm  this  is  no  lefs  than  to  dcftrov 
all  that  is  commendable  in  the  world,  and  to  render  the 
undcrilanding  given  to  men  utterly  ufclefs.  But  if  it  be 
lawful  for  us,  by  the  ufo  of  that  underftanding,  to  build 
lioufcs,  fnips,  and  forts,  better  than  our  anceftors,  to 
make  fiich  arms  as  arc  moft  fit  fur  our  defence,  and  to 
invent  printing,  with  an  infinite  number  of  other  arts  be- 
ncfk'ial  to  mankind,  v»hy  have  wc  not  the  fame  right  in 
inaitcrb  of  government,  upon  which  all  others  do  almoft 

abfolutely 
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^fblutely  depend?  If  men  are  not  obliged  to  live  ia 
cavesy  and  hollow  trees,  to  eat  acorns,  and  to  go  naked, 
why  (hould  they  for  ever  be  obliged  to  continue  under 
the  fame  form  of  government  that  their  anceftors  hap- 
pened to  fet  up  in  the  time  of  their  ignorance  r  Or  if  they 
were  not  fo  ignorant  to  fet  up  one  that  was  not  good 
^enough  for  the  age  in  which  they  lived,  why  (hould  it 
not  be  altered,  when  tricks  are  found  out  to  turn  that  to 
the  prejudice  of  nations,  which  was  erc<Red  for  their 
good  r  From  whence  (hould  malice  and  wickednefs  gain 
a  privilege  of  putting  new  inventions  to  do  mifchief  eveqf 
day  into  pradiccr  and  who  is  it  that  fo  far  protedls  themi 
as  to  forbid  good  and  innocent  men  to  find  new  ways  alfo 
of  defending  themfclvcs  from  it?  If  there  be  any  that  do 
this,  they  muft  be  fuch  as  live  in  the  fame  principle: 
who,  whilft  they  pretend  to  excrcifejuft ice,  provide  only 
for  the  indemnity  of  their  own  crimes,  and  the  advance* 
ment  of  unjuft  defigns.  They  would  have  a  right  of  at* 
tacking  us,  with  all  the  advantages  of  the  arms  now  in 
ufe,  and  the  arts,  which  by  the  pradice  of  fo  many  ages 
have  been  wonderfully  refined,  whilft  we  (hould  be 
obliged  to  employ  no  others  in  our  juft  defence,  than 
fuch  as  were  known  to  our  naked  anceftors  when  Csefar 
invaded  them,  or  to  the  Indians,  when  they  fell  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards.  This  would  be  a  com- 
pendious way  of  placing  uncontrouled  iniquity  in  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  to  overthrow  all  that  deferves 
the  name  of  good  by  the  introduftion  of  fuch  accurfed 
maxims.  But  if  no  man  dares  to  acknowledge  any  fuch, 
except  thofe  whofc  acknowledgment  is  a  difcredit,  we 

ou^\\^ 


lu>  liilVip'cs  t  >  r^iy  for  thnic  th.U  perfcrutc 
bcllJos,  that  tliofc  precepts  of  the  mr^^^  c: 
do  ill  tuit  witli  the  violent  pra<2icc5.  of  thofc 
to  enHave  nations,  and  who,  by  ailedgir 
plainly  (hew,  cither  that  they  do  not  exten( 
tians,  or  that  t!iey  thcmfclves  are  none  wl 
contrary  to  them  ;  they  arc  to  know,  that  tl 
were  merely  temporary,  and  dircdted  to  the  | 
apoftlcs,  who  were  armed  only  with  the  fwc 
rit;  thaX  the  primitive  Chrillians  ufed  pray 
only  no  longer,  than  whilft  they  had  no  othc 
knowing,  tliat  by  lifting  thcmfelves  under  ti 
chrirtianity  they  had  not  loft  the  rights  bcl 
mankind,  when  nations  came  to  be  convert 
way  thought  thcmfclves  obliged  to  give  thi 
certain  opportunity  of  deftroying  ihem,  wl 
put  means  into  their  hands  of  defending  thcr 
V>r(xxc<icd   fo  far  in  this  way,  that  the   chr 
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XJnder  the  name  of  trilutey  no  more  is  underjiood^  i 
what  the  law  of  each  nation  gives  to  the  fupreme  ; 
gift  rate  for  the  defraying  of  public  charges  ;  to  wi 
the  cufioms  of  the  Romans,  orfufferings  of  the  Jc 
have  no  relation* 

**  IF  any  dcfirc  the  direflions  of  the  New  T< 

'*  mcnt,  fays  our  author,  "  he  may  find  our  Savigui 

**  miting  artd  diftinguilhing  royal  power,  by  givin 

<VCacfar  thofc  things  that  are  Cxfar's,  and  to  God 

^  things  that  are  God's."     But  that  ^]\\  be  of  no  ad' 

tagc  to  him  inr  this  conteff.     We  do  not  deny  to  any  r 

that  which  is  hid  due ;  but  do  not  fo  well  know  wh 

Cxlar,  nor  what  it  is  that  cari  truly  be  faid  to  be  ifi 

him. '   I  grant,  that  when  thofe  words  were  fpoken, 

power  of  the  Romans,  cxercifed  by  Tiberius,  w?s 

cxprcffcd  by  the  name  of  Carfar,  which  he  without 

title  h«d  aflumed.     The  Jews,  amongff  many  other 

lions,  having  been  fubdued,  fubmittrd  to  it ;  and  ! 

Ko-way  competent  judges  of  the  rights  belonging  t 

fenate  or  people  of  Rome,  were  obliged  to  acknow! 

that  power  which  their  mafters  were  under.     They 

no  commonwealth  of  their  own,  nor  any  other  go^ 

ment  amongft  thcmfelves,  that  was  not  precarious.    ' 

thought  Chfift  was  to  have  reftored  their  kingdom, 

by  them  to  have  reigned  over  the  nations ;  but  he  ill 

them  they  were  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  Gentiles,  anc 

Iftilhin  few  years  their  city  and  temple  (hould  be  dc; 


.  Kiiu  mvc  had,   it  the 
the  :*   /'L' 1 A  ncc  t(^  ihc   hv\  ot  God. 
dation  ot  tiic  Cxfcirs  dominion  over 
no  influence  upon  us.     The  firft  of 
been  fet  up  by  them  :  the  fcries  of  the 
tinucd  by  their  confent :  they  had  not 
cdfTion  by  placing  or  difplacing  fuch  a 
had  not  brought  in  ftrangers  or  baftarc 
remoteft  in  blood  before  the  neareft : 
making  the  laws,  by  which  they  were 
the  Caefars  fworn  to  them :  they  had  r 
acknowledging  their  liberties  to  be  ini 
them,  confirmed  by  immemorial  cuft 
cned  by  thirty  ads  of  their  own  genen 
the  affent  of  the  Romans :  the  Cxfar  m 
came  not  to  the  power  by  their  con! 
•*  Will  ye  have  this  man  to  reign? 
afkcd ;  but  he  being  impofed  upon  tl 
fubmit  to  tfio  1-—    ' 


kave  a  ting  tvho  reigns  by  law.  His  power  is  from  thb 
**  *Iaw  that  makes  him  king:  and  we  can  know  only 
from  thefice  what  he  is  to  command,  and  what  we  ar#. 
obliged  to  obey.  We  know  the  power  of  the  Caefats  wa^ 
ufurped,  maintained  and  exercifed,  with  the  moft  detcf- 
tablc  violence,  injuflice,  and  cruelty.  But  though  it  had 
been  eftabliflied  by  the  confent  of  the  Romans,  from  an 
opinion  that  it  was  good  for  them  in  that  ftatc  of  affairs, ' 
k  were  nothing  to  us :  and  we  could  be  no  more  obliged 
to  follow  their  example  in  that,  than  to  be  governed  by 
confuls,  tribunes,  and  decemviri,  or  to  conflitute  fuch  a 
government  as  they  fet  up  when  they  expelled  their  kings* 
Their  authority  was  as  good  at  one  time  as  at  the  other  j 
or  if  a  difference  ought  to  be  made,  the  preference  is  to 
be  given  to  what  they  did  when  their  manners  were  moft 
pure,  the  people  moft  free,  and  when  virtue  was  moft 
Hourilhing  among  them.  But  if  we  are  not  obliged  to  fct 
pp  fuch  a  magiftracy  as  they  had,  it  is  ridiculous  to  think, 
Aat  fuch  an  obedience  is  due  to  one  who  is  not  in  being 
a*  they  paid  to  him  that  was.  And  if  I  fhould  confefs,^ 
that  Caefar,  holding  the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome  under 
the  power  of  the  fword,  impofed  what  tribute  he  pleafed 
upon  the  provinces ;  and  that  the  Jews  whb  had  no  part 
in  the  government,  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  his  will ;, 
our  liberty  of  paying  nothing,  except  what  the  parlia- 
ment appoints,  and  yielding  obedience  to  no  laws,  bdt 
fuch  as  are  made  to  be  fo  by  their  authority,  or  by  our 
%wn  immemorial  cuftomsy  could  not  be  tliercby  infringed. 

*  Lex  facit  ut  fit  res.    Bra^^i) 

But 
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:feut  we  fftay  juftly  affirtn,  that  the  tribute  impofcd  was  nof| 
as  our  author  infers^  "  all  their  coin,"  nor  a  conliderabld 
part  iif  itj  nor  mure  than  what  was  undcrftood  to  go  for 
the  defrayirig  of  the  public  charges*  Chrifl,  by  afking 
whofe  image  and  fuperfcnpiion  was  ftampt  upon  their 
•money,  and  thereupon  commanding  th^m  to  give  to 
Cxfar  that  which  was  Csefar's,  did  not  imply >  that  all 
Vas  his  \  but  that  Caefar's  money  being  current  amongft 
thcnii  it  was  a  continual  and  evident  teftimony»  that  thcj 
acknowledged  chemrdves  to  be  under  hisjurifdi<51ion|  and 
therefore  could  not  refufc  to  pny  the  tribute  laid  upon  tllcm 
by  fhr  fame  authority,  as  other  nations  did. 

It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  Chrift  did  not  fo  much  fay 
this  to  determine  the  queftions  that  might  arifc,  con- 
cerning Caefar's  powers  for  lie  plainly  fays,  that  was  not 
his  work ;  but  to  put  the  Pharifccs  to  filence,  who  tempted 
him.  According  to  die  opinion  of  the  Jews,  that  the 
Mcffias  would  reftore  the  kingdom  of  Ifracl,  they  thought 
his  firft  work  would  be  to  throw  off  the  Roman  yoke  ;  and 
not  believing  him  to  be  the  man,  they  would  have  brought 
him  to  avow  the  thing,  that  they  might  deftroy  him^ 
But  as  that  was  not  his  bufinefs,  and  that  his  time  was 
not  yet  come,  it  was  not  neceffary  to  give  them  any 
other  anfwer,  thanfuch  as  might  difappoint  their  purpofe* 
This  fhews  that,  without  detradling  from  the  honour  due 
to  Auftin,  Ambrofe,  or  TcrtuUian,  I  ipay  juftly  fay, 
that  the  dccifion  of  fuch  queftions  as  arife  concerning  our 
government,  muft  be  decided  by  our  laws,  and  not  by 
their  writings.  They  were  excellent  men,  but  living  in 
another  time,  under  si  very  different  government,  and  ap- 
plying 
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plying  tfaemTclves  to  other  matters,  they  had  no  know! 
at  all  of  thofc  that  concern  us.  They  knew  what 
vemmcrit  they  were  under,  ^nd  thereupx»n  judged  wh 
i)roken  arid  difperfed  people  owed  to  that  which  had  g 
law  to  the  beft  part  of  the  world  before  they  wcr( 
being j  under  which  they  had  been  educated,  and  wh 
after  a  mod  cruel  perfecution,  was  beconi-e  propitiot 
them.  They  knew  that  the  ^ord  of  the  emperor  *» 
law  to  the  fenate  and  people,  who  were  under  the  pc 
of  that  man  that  could  get  the  beft  army ;  but  perl 
had  never  heard  of  fuch  mixed  governments  as  c 
though  about  that  time  they  began  to  appear  in  the  wc 
And  it  might  be  as  rcafonably  concluded,  that  tl 
ought  to  be  no  rule  in  the  fuccefliori  or  eleftion  of  prir 
becaufc  the  Roman  emperors  were  fet  up  by  the  violenc 
the  foldicrs,  arid  for  the  moft  part,  by  the  flaughter  of '. 
who  ^as  in  poffefTiorl  of  the  power,  as  that  all  o 
princes  muft  be  abfolute  when  they  have  ir,  and  do  v 
they  pleafe,  till  another  more  ftrong,  and  more  haj 
may,  by  the  like  means,  wreft  the  fame  power  f 
them. 

I  am  much  miftaken  if  this  be  not  true  ;  but  with 
prejudice  to  our  caufe,  we  may  take  that  which  they 
according  to  their  true  meaning,  in  the  utmoft  ext 
And  to  begin  with  TertuUian :  it  is  good  to  confider 
fubje6t  of  his  difcourfc,  and  to  whom  he  wTOte. 
treatife  cited*  by  our  author  is  the  apologetic,  and  te 
to  perfuadc  the  pagans,  that  civil  magiftrates  might 
intermeddle  with  religij;n ;  and  that  the  laws  made 
them,  touching  thofc  mnticrs,  were  of  no  value,  as 
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Kn<n\ic  i^jrd    in   Civi-i",   Ivul   any  thin; 
th!'-._'s.      An  J  lirrlc  advantage  can  be 
princes  from  wlnt   he   fnys  conccrnii 
pcrors ;  f(;r  he  exprcfsly  dccTarcs,    t  * 
•*  would  have  believed  in  Chrift,  if  t 
•*  been   ncceflary  to  the   fecular  go^ 
^  Chriliians  might  have  been  Cqpfars. 
have  proceeded  from  an  opinion  rcce 
in  the  firft  ages,  that  the  ufe  of  the  i 
military  fword  was  equally  accurfcd  : 
"  were  to  be  ^  fons  of  peace,  encmiej 
"  that   Chrift,    by  connnanding   Pete 
**  fword,  did  for  ever  difarm  all  Chrr 
cecds  to  fay  {|,    "  We  cannot  fight  to  • 
having  in  our  baptifm  renounced  the  wc 
h  in  it ;    nor  to  gain  honours,  account 

•  I.''»'*s  non  aunorum  numcnis,  nrc  condllorum  • 
tas  cointn:-ndat,  atquc  idco  li  inicjux  cognoicuiU 
'rcruil.  Ao. 


^  foreign  to  us  than  public  affairs;  inA  acknotvledging 
"  no  other  commonwealth  than  that  of  the  whole  world  ;** 
fior  to  fave  our  lives,  becaufe  we  account  it  a  happinefs 
to  be  killed.  He  dilTuades  the  pagans  from  executing 
^g^hri(iian$y  rather  from  charity  to  them  in  keeping  them 
from  the  crime  of  flaughtcrirlg  the  innocent,  than  that  thc^  . 
were  unwilling  to  fufTer :  and  gives  no  other  reafons  of 
their  prayets  for  the  emperors,  than  that  they  were  com- 
manded to  love  their  enemiesi  and  to  prajr  for  thofe  who 
perfecuted  them,  except  fuch  as  he  drew  frorti  a  miftake^ 
that  the  world  was  (hortly  to  finifti  with  the  diflblution  of 
the  empire.  All  his  works,  as  well  sis  thofe  that  were 
written  before  he  fell  into  montanifm,  as  thofe  publiftied 
afterwards,  are  full  of  the  like  opinions ;  and  if  Filmer 
acknowledges  them  to  be  true,  he  muft  confefs,  that 
princes  are  not  fathers,  but  *  enemies:  and  not  only 
they,  but  all  thofe  who  render  themfelves  minifters  of  the 
powers  they  execute,  in  taking  upon  them  the  fword  that 
Chrift  had  cuifed,  do  renounce  him  ;  and  we  may  con- 
fider  how  to  proceed  with  fuch  as  do  fo.  If  our  author 
will  not  acknowledge  this,  then  no  man  was  ever  guilty 
of  a  more  vile  prevarication  than  he,  who  alledges  thofe 
words  in  favour  of  his  caufe,  which  have  their  only 
ftrength  in  opinions  that  he  thinks  falfe,  and  in  the  au-. 
thority  of  a  man  whom  in  that  very  thing  he  condemns; 
and  muft  do  fo,  or  overthrow  all  that  he  endeavours  to 
fupport.      But  Tcrtullian*s    opinions  concerning  thcfe 


*  Qui  eniin  m^^r'i  ir.'mici  Chfiftianonim,  qiltm  de  quorum  majeftate 
'ceiivciijinor  ijit:ri^n  i>  '■  Tcrtul.  ib. 
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t.ikc   tJK-   voik   of  :i  fiKigiltrUc,  tlic; 
the  public  ofnccs  might  be  taken  out 
nothing   to    fear  from  Chrifiians  w 
meddle  with  them.     Whereas  our  qi 
thcr  that  magidratical  power,  whrch 
tion,  was  then  m  Caefar,  miift  necc 
and  in  all  places,  be  in  one  man^  or 
balanced  according  to  the  Uws  of  ever 
ing  which  he  fays  nothing:    or  wheth 
renounce  the  ufe  of  the  civil  or  mrlitai 
a   part    in   the  government,    and  thii 
apply  ourfclvcs  to  public  cares,  (koul 
bccaufe    the   ancient   Chriftians    ever 
death,  did  not  trouble  thcmfclves  with 
If  Ambrofe,  after  he  was  a  biiliop, 
rocity  of  a  foldicr,  which  he  ftill  retail 
vancing  the  power  of  the  clerg)',  thar 
kind,  by  reftraining  the  raj^c  of  tvra 


60VERJWMENT.  figf 

•vhich  it  could. no  longer  bear.  And  if  Auftin  might  fay, 
that  "  the  emperor  is  fubjedt  to  no  laws,  becaufe  he  has 
-?*  a  power  of  making  laws,"  I  may  juftly  fay,  that  our 
kings  are  fubjedl  to  laws,  becaufe  they  can  make  noiaw, 
and  have  no  power  but  what  is  given  by  the  laws.  If 
this  be  not  the  cafe,  I  defire  to  know  who  made  the 
laws,  to  which  they  and  their  p?edeceffors  have  fworn ; 
and  whether  they  can,  according  to  their  own  will,  ab- 
rogate thofe  antfent  laws,  by  which  they  are  made  to  be 
what  they  arc,  and  by  -which  we  ^njoy  what  we  have ; 
or  whether  they  can  make  new  laws  l^  their  own  power? 
If  no  man  but  our  author  have  impudence  enough  to 
affert  any  fuch  thing ;  and  if  all  the  kings  we  ever  had^ 
except  Richard  the  Second,  did  renounce  it:  we  may 
conclude,  that  Auftin's  words  hav^  txq  relation  to  our 
difpute;  and  that  it  were  to  no  purpofe  to  examine,^ 
whether  the  fathers  mention  any  'Teferyation  of  power  to 
the  laws  of  the  land,  or  to  the  people  ;  it  being  as  lawful 
for  all  nations,  if  they  think  fit,  to  frame  governments 
<BfFcrent  from  thofe  that  were  then  in  being,  as  to  build 
baf^ions,  halfinoons,  hornworks,  raveHns,  or  counter- 
fcarps,  or  to  make  ufc  of  mufkets,  cannon,  mortarSj 
carabines,  or  piftols,  which  were  unknown  to  them. 

What  Solomon  fays  of  the  Hebrew  kings,  does  as 
little  concern  us.  We  have  already  proved  their  powcf 
not  to  have  been  abfolute,  though  greater  than  that 
which  the  law  allows  to  ours.  It  might,  upon  occafion^ 
he  a  prudent  advice  to  private  perfons  living  under  fuch 
governments  as  were  ufual  in  the  eaftcrn  countrieai,  *^  to 
.**  keep  the  king's  commandments,  and  not  to  fay,  What 

R  3  *^  ^o^ 
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'*  doft  thou?  bccaufe  where  the  word  of  a  king  is,  there 
**  is  power,  and  all  that  he  plcafcth  he  will  do/*  By^ 
all  thefc  words  arc  not  his  ;  and  thofc  that  are,  mufk  not 
^)c  taken  in  a  general  fenfe ;  fi>T  though  his  (on  was  a 
^i*^g>  yet  in  his  words  there  was  no  power ;  he  eoyld  not 
do  what  he  pleafed,  nor  hinder  others  from  doing  what 
they  pleafed :  he  would  h^vc  added  weight  to  the  yoke 
that  Ifiy  upon  the  necks  of  the  Kraclircs,  but  he  coul4 
not;  and  we  do  not  find  him  to  have  been  madcr  of 
much  more  thaD  his  own  tongue,  to  fpcak  as  many 
foolifti  things  as  he  pleafed.  In  other  things,  whether 
he  had  to  deal  with  his  own  people,  or  with  Grangers, 
he  was  weak  and  impotent;  and  the  wretches  who  flat* 
tered  him  in  his  follies  could  be  of  no  help  to  him.  The 
like  has  befallen  many  others:  iliofe  who  are  wifc» 
virtuoufy  valiant,  juft,  and  lo\crsof  their  people,  hare 
and  ought  to  have  power:  but  fuch  as  are  lewd,  vicious, 
foolifh,  and  haters  of  their  people,  ought  to  have  none, 
and  are  often  deprived  of  all.  This  was  well  known  to 
Solomon,  who  fays,  that,  <*  a  wife  child  is  better  than 
<*  an  old  and  foolifli  king,  that  will  not  be  advifed." 
When  Nebuchodonofor  kt  himfclf  in  the  place  of  God, 
his  kingdom  was  taken  from  hjrp,  and  he  was  driven 
from  the  Ibciety  of  men  to  herd  with  bcafts.  There  was 
power  for  a  time  in  the  word  of  Nero:  he  murdered 
many  excellent  men :  but  he  was  called  to  account,  and 
the  world  abandoned  the  monfter  it  had  too  long  en- 
dured. He  found  none  to  defpnd  him,  nor  any  better 
help,  when  he  defured  to  die,  than  the  hand  of  a  flave. 
Bcfide^  this,  fome  kings  by  their  inftitution  have  little 

power ; 
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pcmcr^,  fomc  have  been  deprived  of  what  they  had,'  for 
abufingy  or  rendering  themfelvcs  unwonhy  of  it;  and 
hiftory  affords  us  innumerable  examples  of  both  forts. 

But  though  I  (hould  confefs  that  there  is  always  power 
in  the  word  of  a  king,  it  would  be  nothing  to  us,  who 
difpute  concerning  right,  and  have  no  regard  to  that 
power  whkh  is  void  of  it.  A  thief  or  a  pirate  may  have 
power ;  but  that  avails  him  not,  when,  as  often  befd 
theCaefars,  he  meets  with  one  who  has  more,  and  x6 
always  unfafe,  fince,  having  no  cScA  upon  the  confci- 
cnces  of  men,  every  one  may  deftroy  him  that  can :  and 
I*  leave  it  to  kings  to  confider  how  much  they  ftand 
obliged  to  thofe,  who,  placing  their  rights  upon  the  fame 
foot,  expofe  their  perfons  to  the  fame  dangers. 

But  if  kings  desire,  that  in  their  word  there  fhould  be 
power,  let  them  take  care,  that  it  be  always  accompanied 
with  truth  and  juftice.  Let  them  feek  the  good  of  their 
people,  and  the  hands  of  all  good  men  will  be  with 
them.  Let  them  not  exalt  themfclves  infolently,  and 
every  one  will  defirc  to  exalt  them.  Let  them  acknow- 
ledge themfclves  to  be  the  fervants  of  the  public,  and  all 
men  will  be  theirs.  Let  fuch  as  are  moft  addifled  to  * 
them,  talk  no  more  of  Csefars,  nor  the  tributes  due  to 
them.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  name  of  Cxfar. 
They  who  at  this  day  livr,  under  it,  rcjcdt  the  prero- 
gatives anciently  ufurped  by  thofc  that  had  it,  and  arc 
governed  by  no  other  laws  than  their  own.  Wc  know 
W  law  to  which  we  owe  obedience,  but  that  of  God, 
and  ourfelves.  Afiatic  flaVes  ufually  pay  fuch  tribute^  as 
9rc  impoled  upon  them  ;   and  whilfi  briver  nations  lay 

R  4  >»rfWt 


mcalurc  our  grants  according  to  our  own 
fcnt  occnru>i]s,  for  our  own  fafcty.     0\ 
born  free,  and,  as  the  bcft  provifion  the; 
ys,  they  left  us  that  liberty  intire,  wit 
they  coirid  devife  to  defend  it.     It  is  no 
ihc  opinions  of  the  fathers.     The  word 
rather  confirm  }t.     The  happinefsof  thoi 
like,  and  the  (hameful  mifcry  they  lie  u 
fuffered  themfclves  to  be  fofced  or  cheatet 
perfuade,  and  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  ei 
think  nothing  too  dear  to  be  hazarded 
pf  it. 


SECT.      IX. 

OtdK  own  laws  confirm  to  us  the  enjoy  me  r^ 
rights. 
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.V2lac  againft  it,  fincc  man  caqnpt.  abrogate  what  God 
Jiath  inftituted,  nor  one  nation  free  itfclf  from  a  law  that 
is  given  to  all.  But  having  abufed  the  fcriptures,  and 
the  writings  of  the  fathers  (whofe  opinions  are  to  be  va- 
lued only  fo  far  as  they  rightly  interpret  them)  he  fcems 
defirous  to  try,  whether  he  can  as  well  put  a  falfe  fenfc 
upon  our  law,  and  has  fully  compaflcd  his  dcfign.  Ac- 
cording to  his  cuftom  he  takps  pieces  of  paflages  from 
good  books,  and  turns  them  diredlly  againd  the  plain 
Iheaning  of  the  authors,  expreffed  in  the  whole  fcope  and 
dcfign  of  their  writings.  To  fticw  that  he  intends  to 
fpare  npi>^|  h^  is  not  afhamcd  to  cite  Bradon,  who,  of 
all  our  ancient  la,w-writers,  is  moft  oppoiite  to  his  max- 
ims. He  lived,  fays  he,  in  Henry  the  Third's  time, 
fince  parliaments  Y^ere  inilituted :  as  if  there  had  been 
a  time  when  England  had  wanted  them  ;  or  that  the  efic« 
blifhment  of  our  liberty  had  been  made  by  the  Normans, 
who,  if  wc  will  believe  our  author,  came  in  by  force  of 
arms,  and  oppreffed  us.  But  we  have  already  proved 
the  effence  of  parliaments  to  be  as  ancient  as  our  nation, 
and  that  there  was  no  time  in  which  there  were  not  fuch 
councils  or  aflfcmblies  of  the  people  as  had  the  power  of 
the  whole,  and  made  or  unmade  fuch  laws  as  bed  pleafed 
themfelvcs.  We  have  indeed  a  French  word  from  a 
people  that  came  from  France,  but  the  power  was  always 
in  ourfelves ;  and  the  Norman  kings  were  obliged  to 
fwear  they  would  gpvcrn  according  tp  the  laws  that  had 
been  made  by  thofe  aflembltcs.  It  imports  little,  whe- 
ther Bradon  lived  before  or  after  they  came  amongil  us. 
l^is  words  arcj  <<  Qmncs  fub  co,  ic  ipfe  fub  nullo,  fed 

«  tantum. 
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«*  tantum  fub  deo;    all  arc  under  him,   nnd  he  unflcr 

"  none  bur  God  onfy.     If  he  offend,  lincc  no  writ  can 

**  go  out  againft  him,    their  remedy  is,  ^by  petitioning 

*^  him  to  amend  his  faults  ;    which  if  he  will  not  do,  it 

'•  is  punifhment  enough  for  him  to  .cxpcdt  God  as  an 

"  avenger.      Let  none  prefumc  to  look  irtto  his  deeds, 

<*  much  lefs  to  oppofc  him."     Here  is  a  mixture  of  fcnfc 

and  nonfcnfe,  truth  and  falfhood,  the  wortis  of  Bni^Ybh, 

with  our  author's  foolifti  inferences  from  them.     Bradon 

fpokc  of  the  politic  capacity  of  the  kirtg,  when  no  la^ 

had  forbidden  him  to  divide  it  from  his  natural.     Hfe 

give  the  name  of  king  to  the  fovcre'gn   power  of  the 

nuion,  as  Jacob  called  that  of  his  dcfcendents  the  fcep- 

tfc  ;    which  he   fa'd  (hould  not   depart  from  Judah  till 

Shiloh  cnmr,   though  all  men  know,   that  his  race  did 

-not  reign  ihe  third  part  of  that  time  over  his  own  tribe, 

nor  full  fourfcore  years  over  the  whole  nation.     The 

fame  manner  of  fpeech  is  ufed  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Tertullian,  under  the  name  of  Cocfar,  comprehended  all 

niagiilratical   power,    and   imputed  to  him  the  a6ls,    of 

which  in  his  pcrfon  he  never  had  any  knowledge.     Tlic 

FicTiCh  fay,  their  king  is  always  prcfent,  **  fur  fon  lit  dc 

**  jilMcc,"  in  all  the  fovereign  courts  of  the  kingdom, 

which  arc  not  cifily  numbered  ;    and  that  maxim  could 

have   in  it  nciihcr  fcnfc  nor  truth,  if  by  it  they  meant 

n  man,  vho  cnn  be  but  in  one  place  at  one  time,  and  is 

alw.iys  C():rj^rchcn(k^d  wiiliin  the  dimcnfions  oi  his  own 

(kin.     TlKi'c  things  could  not  be  unknown  to  Bradlon, 

the  lilcc  being  in  ufe  amongfi  us;    and  he  thought  It  no 

( fi'cnce  fo  far  to  follow  tlie  dictates  of  reafon  prohibited 


by  no  law,  as  to  make  a  difference  between  tlic  ii 
;ind  omniprcfcnt  King,  who  never  dies^^and  the 
that  wears  the  crown,  whom  no  man,  without  t\ 
of  treafon,  may  endeavour  to  kill,  fince  there  is  ai 
parliament  in  the  cafe.  I  will  not  determine  whe 
fpokc  properly  or  no  as  to  England  ;  but  if  he  c 
all  that  he  faid  upon  a  falfc  fuppofition,  is  nothing 
purpofc.  The  fame  Brafton  fays,  "  the  king  < 
M  wrong,"  inafmuch  as  he  doth  nothing  but  Y 
"  ♦  The  power  of  the  king  is  the  power  of  the 
^*  powcrof  right  not  of  wrong."  Again,  "  if  t  tl 
"  docs  injuftice,  he  is  not  king."  In  another  p 
has  thcfc  words ;  %  "  the  king  therefore  ought  t 
**  cife  the  pouter  of  the  law,  as  becomes  the  vie 
**  miniftcr  of  God  upon  earth,  becaufe  that  powe 
**  power  of  God  alone ;  but  the  power  of  doing  "w 
f«  the  power  of  the  devil,  and  not  of  God.  A 
.  *'  king  is  his  miniftcr,  whofe  work  he  does:  wl 
^<  docs  jufticc  he  is  the  vicar  of  the  eternal  King ;  b 
.  ♦«  dcflc<a  from  it  to  a6t  unjuftly,  he  is  the  miniftei 
f*  devil:"  He  alfo  fays  that  the  king  is  "  fmgu 
♦*  jor,  univerfis  minor  ;"  and  that  he  who  is,  "  in 
I  .•^  excqucnda  omnibus  major,  in  juftitia  rccipicn 

J  '*  libct  ex  plcbe  fit  sequalis."     I  (hall  not  fay  Bn 

•   Potrflas  regis  eft  polcftas  Icj^-is,  potcdas  juris,  non  injuria. 
leg.  Angl. 

+  Qui  fi  faci^  injiiriam,  nen  eft  rex.     Ibid. 

t  Exrrcerc  igi^ur  debet  r.-x  potrftaicm  juris,  nciit  Dei  vicarf 
iiifler  in  jerra,  quia  ilia  poteftas  /o!ius  Df  i  -ll ;  porellas  airrm  ii 
fboli  eft,  non  Dei;  &  cujus  horum  opera  f*c-r:t  rrx,  ejus  min 
i'itur  dum  facit  juftitiam,  vicanus  rfl  Regis  a:u:rni :  iniuilti^r  . 
tboli,  dum  dcdinn  ad  injuriam,     Ibid.  1.  3. 


which   Ihcw  Ills   mcnnini::  to  be  (lindlly 
fcnfc  pi:t  upon  them.      That  this  may  app 
down  the  words  as  they  are  found  in  Bn 
"  autem  rex  non  debet  eflc  fub  homine, 
**  &  fub  lege,  quia  lex  facit  regcm.     Attr 
**  legi  quod  lex  attribuit  ei,  id  eft  dominatior 
"  tern :    non  eft  enim  rex  ubi  dominatur  v< 
?'  lex  i  &  quod  fub  lege  effe  debeat,  cum  fit 
*'  cvidentcr  apparet.**     If  BratSlon  therefor* 
tent  judge,  the  king  is  under  the  law  ^    an 
king,  nor  God's  vicegerent,   unlefs  he  be  fo 
know  how  to  proceed  with  thofc,  who,  bcii 
law,    offend   ngainft   it.      For  the  law  is  i 
vain.     In  this  cafe  foincthing  more  is  to  I 
petitioning  ;  and  it  is  ridiculous  to  fay,  that 
**  not  amend,  it  is  punifhmcnt  enough  forh 
"  God   an  avenger;"    for  the  fame  may  h 
n.alcfac^ors.      God  can   fuffirif^nth- -^^ 
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Aat  the  land  cannot  be  purged  of*  the  guilt  by  any  other 
means.  He  had  judgments  in  ftore  for  Jeroboam,  Ahab; 
and  thofe  that  were  like  them ;  but  yet  he  commanded  that» 
according  to  that  law,  their  houfeslhould  be  dcftroyed  fromi 
the  earth.  The  dogs  licked  up  the  blood  of  Ahab,  where 
they  had  licked  that  of  Naboth,  and  cat  Jczcbcl,  who  had 
contrived  his  murder.  "  But,"  fays  our  author,  "  w6 
**  muft  not  look  into  his  deeds,  much  lefs  cppofe  them*.*' 
Muft  not  David  look  into  SauKs  deeds,  nor  oppofc  them  } 
Why  did  he  then  bjing  together  as  many  men  as  he  could 
to  oppofe,  and  make  foreign  alliances  againft  him,  even 
with  the  Moabitcs,  and  the  accurfcd  Philiftincs  ?  Why 
did  Jehu  not  only  deftroy  Ahab's  houfc,  but  kill  the  king 
of  Judah,  and  his  forty  brothers,  only  for  going  to  vifit 
his  children  ?  Our  author  may  perhaps  fay,  becaufc  God 
commanded  them.  But  if  God  commanded  rhcm  to  do 
fo,  he  did  not  command  them  and  all  mankind,  not  to 
do  fo;  and  if  he  did  not  forbid,  they  have  nothing  to  rc- 
ifrain  them  from  doing  the  like,  unlcfs  they  have  made 
municipal  laws  of  their  own  to  the  contrary,  which  our 
author  and  his  followers  may  produce  when  they  can  find 
them. 

His  next  work  is,  to  go  back  again,  to  the  tribute  paid 
by  Chrift  to  Caefar,  and  judicioudy  to  infer,  that  all  na- 
tions muft  pay  the  fame  duty  to  their  magiftrates,  as  the 
Jews  did  to  the  Romans,  who  had  fubdued  them.  "  Chrift 
*'  did  not,"  fays  he,  "  afk  whit  the  law  of  the  land  was, 
"  nor  inquire  v\hether  there  was  a  ftatute  againft  it,  nor 
"  whether  the  tiibute  were  given  by  the  confent  of  the 
**  people,  but  upon  fight  o£  the  fupcrfcription  concluded. 
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**  &c."  It  had  been  ftrangc,  if  Chnil  had  inquired  after 
their  laws,  ftatuies,  orconfcnt  when  he  knew,  that  their 
common weahh^  with  all  the  laws  by  which  it  had  fub* 
fided,  was  abolillicd  ;  and  that  Ifiael  was  become  a  fer- 
vant  to  thofc,  who  cxercifed  a  moft  violent  domination 
over  them  ;  which,  being  a  peculiar  punifhmcnt  for  ihcif 
peculiar  fins,  can  have  no  influence  upon  nations,  that  arc 
not  under  the  time  circumibnces* 

But  of  all  that  he  fays^  nothing  is  more  ineomprehcn- 
fible,  than  what  he  can  mean  by  lawful  kings  to  whom 
all  is  due  that  was  due  to  the  Roman  ufurpcrs.  For 
lawful  kings  arc  kings  by  the  law:  in  being  kings  by  the 
law,  tliey  are  fuch  kings  as  the  law  makes  them  ;  and  that 
law  only  muft  tell  us  what  is  due  to  them  ;  or  by  a  univcrfal 
patriarchical  right,  to  which  no  man  can  have  a  title,  aj 
is  faid  before,  till  he  prove  himfclf  to  be  the  right  heir  of 
Noah.  If  neither  ot  thefc  arc  to  be  regarded,  but  that 
right  follows  pofiUrion,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  ufur- 
per ;  he  who  has  the  power  has  the  right,  as  indeed  Fil- 
mer  fays  \  and  his  wifdom,  as  well  as  his  integrity,  is  fuf- 
ficiently  declared  by  the  affertion. 

This  wicked  extravagancy  is  followed  by  an  attempt  of 
as  fingular  ignorance  and  ftupidity,  to  (liuffle  together 
ufurpers  and  conquerors,  as  if  they  were  the  fame ; 
whereas,  there  have  been  many  ufurpers,  who  were  not 
conquerors,  and  conquerors,  that  defcrved  not  the  name 
cf  ufurpers.  No  wife  man  ever  faid,  that  Agalhocles  or 
l^ionyfius  conquered  Syracufc;  Tarquin,  Galba,  or 
Otho,  Rome  ^  Cromwell,  England ;  or  that  the  magi, 
who  feixcd  the  government  of  Perfia,  after  the  death  of 

Cambyfcs, 
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Camby(c$,  conquered  that  country.  When  Mofc 
Jofhua  had  overthrown  the  kingdoms  of  the  Amo 
Moabites,  and  Cananites;  or  when  David  fubdue< 
AmmoniteSy  Edomites,  and  others ;  none,  as  I  fuf 
but  fuch  divines  as  Filmcr,  will  fay  they  ufurped 
minion  over  them.  There  is  fuch  a  thing  amongft 
as  juft  war,  or  clfe  true  valour  would  not  be  a  virtue 
a  crime ;  and  inftead  of  glory,  the  utmoil  infamy  v 
always  be  the  companion  of  victory.  There  are,  i 
Grotius,  laws  of  war,  as  well  as  of  peace.  He  wh 
a  juft  caufe,  and  by  juft  means,  carries  on  a  juft  war 
as  clear  a  right  to  what  is  acquired  as  can  be  cnjoyi 
tnanj  but  all  ufurpation  is  dctcftablc  and  abominabl 


SECT.       X. 

The  W$rJs  of  St.  Paul  injcining  olu^/tfjce  to  h 
fowersy  favour  all  forts  of  governments^  no  lefs 
monarchy* 

OUR  author's  next  quarrel  is  with  St.  Paul,  ** 
••  did  not/' as  he  fays,  **  in  injoining  fubjcd\ion  t< 
♦*  higher  powers,  fignify  the  laws  of  the  land,  or  : 
**  the  higheft  powers,  as  well  ariftocratical  and  dem 
*'  tical  as  regal,  but  a  monarch  that  carries  the  f^ 
**  &c.''  But  what  if  there  be  no  monarch  in  the  p 
•r  what  if  he  do  not  carry  the  fword  ?  Had  the  a] 
fpoken  in  vain,  if  the  liberty  of  the  Romans  had  not 
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ovcrth 
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overthrown  by  the  fraud  and  violence  of  Caefar  ?  Wa^ 
no  obcdi^iKc  to  be  cxadtcd  whilH  that  people  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  their  own  laws,  nnd  virtue  fiourifhed  under  the 
moderate  government  of  a  legal  and  juft  mtigiftracy,  efla- 
blifhcd  for  the  common  good^  by  the  commort  confent  of 
all?  Had  God  no  minirtcr  amongft  them,  till  law  and 
jiifticc  was  overthrown,  the  beft  part  of  the  people  de- 
ftroycd  by  the  fury  of  a  corrupt  mcrcennr)"  fuldicry,  and 
the  world  fubducd  under  the  tyranny  of  the  worfl  mon- 
flcrsj  that  k  iud  ever  produced  ?  Arc  thefts  the  w.^ys  of 
cftablifliing  God  s  vicegerents  r  And  will  he  pitronlze  no 
governors  or  gavcromcncs,  but  fuch  as  thcfc  ?  Does  God 
uphold  evil,  and  that  only  ?  If  the  world  has  been  hithcrt6 
miftakeiij  in  giving  the  njmc  nf  evil  to  that  which  is  goodi 
and  calling  tluit  good  which  is  evil^  1  defirc  to  know, 
vhat  c:m  be  called  qood  amongft  ifien,  if  the  government 
of  the  Romans,  till  tlicy  entered  Greece  and  Afia,  aiYd 
were  corrupted  by  the  luxury  of  both,  do  not  defcrve  fhat 
name?  Or  what  is  to  be  eflecmed  evil,  if  the  cftablifh- 
ment  and  exercife  of  the  Cxfars  power  were  not  fo  ?  But, 
fays  he,  ^*  Will  thou  not  be  afraid  of  the  power  r"  and  was 
there  no  power  in  the  govcrnmciTts,  that  had  no  monarchs? 
Were  the  Curthnginians,  Romans,  Grecians,  Gauls,  Ger- 
mans, and  Spaniards,  without  power  r  Was  there  no  fword 
in  that  nation,  and  their  magil^ratcs,  wlio  overthrew  the 
kingdoms  of  Arwicnia,  Egypt,  Numidia,  Macedon,  and 
many  others,  whom  none  of  the  monarchs  were  able  to 
lefilt?  Are  the  Venetians,  Switzcrs,  Grifons,  and  Hol- 
landers, now  Icfc  in  the  lame  weaknefs,  and  no  obedience 
At  all  due  to  their  m  igiflratcs '     If  this  be  fo^  how  comes 
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Jt  to  pafs,  that  jufticc  is  fo  w.ell  adminiftcred  arfio 
them  ?  Who  is  it  that  defends  the  Hollanders  in  fu< 
tnanner,  that  the  gfeatcft  monarchs,  with  all  their  fWo 
have  bad  no  great  reafori  to  boail  of  any  advantages  gai 
againft  them  ?  At  lead  till  we  (whom  they  could  not 
lift,  wheii  we  bad  no  mortarch,  though  wc  have  been 
gracefully  beaten  by  them  fince  wc  had  oric),  by  mal 
leagues  againft  them,  and  fowingdivilions  amongft  th 
inftigated  and  aflifted  the  grealcft  power  now  in  the  w< 
to  their  deftru£Uon  and  out  own.  But  our  author  ij 
accuftomed  to  fraud,  that  he  never  cites  a  paflagc  fi 
fcripture,  which  he  does  not  abufe  or  vitiate ;  and  tha 
may  do  the  fame  in  this  place,  he  leaves  out  the  follovi 
Words,  "  For  there  is  no  power  but  of  God,  that 
might  intitle  one  fort  only  to  his  protcdlion*  If  there! 
the  people  and  popular  magiftratcs  of  Athens ;  the 
kings,  ephori,  and  fenate  of  Sparta;  the  fanhedi 
amongft  ^he  Hebrews;  the  confuls>  tribunes,  prxt< 
artd  fenate  of  Rome  ;  the  roagiftrates  of  Holland,  S\ 
zerland,  and  Venice ;  have  or  had  powct,  we  may  c 
dude^  that  they  alfo  were  ordained  by  God;  and  tl 
according  to  the  precept  of  the  apoftle,  the  fame  ob< 
.  cnce  for  the  fame  reafon,  due  to  them  as  to  any  r 
narch. 

Theapoftlc,farthercxplaJninghimfclf,  and  (hewing,  IP 
ftizy  be  accounted  a  magiftrate,  and  what  the  duty  of  fuc 
one  is|  informs  us,  when  we  (hould  fear,  and  on  what 
count.  "  Rulers,"  fays  he,  "  are  not  a  terror  to  good  wOi 
"  but  to  the  evil :  wilt  thou  then  not  be  afraid  of 
toL,  II.  S  ^*pow 
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«*  power  ?  Do  that  which  is  good,  and  thou  (halt  tisn^h 
*<  praife  of  the  fame ;  for  he  is  the  miniftcr  of  God,  a 
«^  revenger  to  execute  wrath  upon  hin»  that  doth  evil." 
He  therefore  is  only  the  minifter  of  God,  who  is  not  a 
terror  to  good  works,  but  to  evil ;  wiSi  executes  wrlth 
upon  thofe  that  do  evil,  and  is  a  praife  to  thofe  that  da 
well.  And  he  who  doth  wetl,  ought  not  to  be  afraid  of 
the  power ;  for  he  (hall  rcceiV^  prailfe.  Now  if  our  au- 
thor were  alive,  though  he  was  a  irtan  of  a  hard  fore- 
head, I  would  afk  him,  whether  in  hh  confciicncc  he 
brllcved,  that  Tiberius,  Caligula,  Claudius,  Nero,  and 
the  rabble  of  fuocecding  monfters,  v»xrc  a  praife  to 
thofe  \\ho  did  \^ell,  and  a  terror  to  thofe  who  did  ilt; 
and  not  the  eontrary,  a  praife  to  the  worft,  and  a  terror 
to  the  left  men  of  the  world  ?  Or  for  what  reafon*  Ta- 
citus could  fay,  that  virtue  brought  men  who  lived  under 
them  to  certain  dcflru6tion,  and  recite  fo  many  examples 
of  the  brave  and  good,  -^Vlio  were  murdered  by  them  for 
being  fo,  unlefs  they  had  endeavoured  to  extinguifli  all 
that  was  good>  and  tot  tear  up  virtue  by  the  rocjts  ?  Why 
did  he  call  Donrtitian  an  J  enemy  to  virtue,  if  he  was  a 
terror  only  to  tfiofc  that  did  evil  r  If  the  world  has 
hitherto  been  milled  in  thcfc  things,  and  given  the  nanrte 
of  virtue  to  vice,  and  of  vice  to  virtue,  then  Germanieus, 
Valeiius  Afiatieus,  Corbulo,  Helvidfus  Prifcus,  Thrafcas, 
Soranus,  and  other?,  that  refembled  them,  Who  fell  under 
the  rage  of  thofe  bcafts,  nay,  Paul  himfelf,  and  his  dif- 

*  Gil  virlutcs  ccriiifjnium  cxliium.  Hill.  1.  i.  c.  2. 
+  Ip^am  cxxindcjcvir.u.cjTi.  Anp.  1.  w  1.  c.  21. 
t  '/:rtuuL/us  io'cluiu. 


CbVERNMENT."  2G7 

etples,  were  evil  doers ;  and  Macro,  Narciffus/  Pallas^ 
Vinniusy  Lsico,  and  TigclHnuSy  were  virtuous  and  good 
men.  If  this  be  fo,  ^c  ate  beholden  to  Filmer,  for  ad- 
mohifliir^  manliind  of  the  erh>r  in  which  they  had  fo  long 
coiitiiiued.  If  not,  thofe  who  perfecuted  arid  murdered 
thefn  for  their  vittues,  were  not  a  terror  to  fuch  as  did 
evil,  and  a  praiife  to  thofe  who  did  well.  The  worft  men 
had  no  need  to  feat  them ;  but  the  beft  had,  becaufe  thejr 
were  the  bcil.  All  princes,  therefore,  that  have  power, 
arc  ndt  to  be  eftemed  equally  the  minifters  of  God.  They 
that  are  fo,  muft  receive  their  dignity  from  a  title,  that 
is  riot  a>mmon  to  all,  even  from  a  juft  employment  of 
their  power,  to  the  encouragement  of  virtue,  and  to  the 
difcouragefhent  of  vice.  He  that  pretends  to  the  venera- 
tion and  obedierice  due  to  the  minifters  of  God,  muft  by 
his  anions  mahifeft,  that  he  is  fo.  And  though  I  am 
unwilling  to  advance  a  propofition^  that  may  found 
harfhiy  to  tender  ears,  I  am  incliried  to  believe,  that  the 
filmc  mle,  which  obliges  us  to  yield  obedience  to  the  good 
magiftrate,  who  is  the  minifter  of  Godj  and  alfures  us, 
that  in  obeying  him  we  obey  God,  does  equally  oblige  Us 
not  to  obey  thofe,  who  make  themfelvcs  the  minifters  of 
the  devil,  left  in  obeying  them  we  obey  the  devil,  whofe 
t^rorkd  we  do. 

That  noiiei  but  fUch  as  are  wilfully  ignorant,  may 
miftake  Paul's  meaning,  Peter,  who  was  difefted  by  the 
fame  fpirit,  fays  diftindtly,  "  Submit  yourfelves  to  every 
*^  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  fake."  If  therefore 
there  be  ieveral  ordinances  of  men  tending  to  the  fame 
end^  that  19^  the  obtaining  of  juftice,  by  bem^^urMt 
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to  the  evil,  and  a  praife  to  the  good,  the  like  obedience  h 
hrmntQicnct  fake  injoincd  to  nil,  and  upon  t!ie  fame 
Goncilfion,  But,  as  no  man  dares  to  fay,  that  Athens 
and  Pcdia»  Carthrtge  and  Egypt,  Switzerland  and  France, 
Venice  and  Turky,  were  and  arc  under  the  fame  govern- 
ment; the  fame  obedience  is  due  to  the  magiftratc  in 
every  one  of  rhofc  places,  and  all  others  on  the  fame  ac- 
count, whilrt:  ihcy  cominiie  to  be  the  minidcrs  of  God, 

If  our  author  fay,  that  Pttcr  cannot  comprehend 
kin^s  under  the  name  of  human  ordinances,  fincc  Paiil 
fays,  they  arc  the  ordimmcc  of  God,  I-  may  as  well  fay, 
that  Paul  cannot  call  that  the  ordinance  of  God,  which 
Peter  calls  the  ordinance  of  niam  But  as  it  ii?as  fald  of 
Mofcs  and  Samuel,  that  they  who  fpokc  by  the  fams 
fpiriC  could  not  contradi*l>  each  other,  Percr  and  Paul, 
being  full  of  wifdom  ant!  faniftity,  and  infpired  by  the 
fame  fpirit,  muft  needs  fay  the  fame  thing;  and  Grotius 
(licws,  that  they  perfedlly  agree,  tliough  the  one  calls 
kings,  rulers,  and  governors,  the  ordinance  of  man,  and 
the  other  the  ordinance  of  God;  inafmuch  us  God  hav- 
ing from  the  beginning  ordained,  that  men  Ihould  not 
live  like  wolves  in  woods^  every  man  by  himfelf,  but 
t<^ethcr,  in  civil  focietics,  left  to  every  one  a  liberty  of 
joining  with  that  focicty  which,  bed  plcafcd  him,  and  to 
cVcry  fociciy  to  create  fuch  magiRr.itcs,  and  frame  fuch 
laws,  as  Ihould  fcem  moft  conducing  to  their  own  good, 

*  according  to  the  meafure  of  light  and  reafon  they  might 
have.  And  ever)'  magirtracy  fo  inftituted  might  rightly 
be  called  the  ordinance  of  man,  who  was  the  inftituter, 

"and  the  ordinance  of  God,  according  to  which  it  was  in- 
ftituted ; 


Krtuled ;'  •'•'bccaufe,''*  fajrs  he,  "  God  approved  and  ra* 
*<  tificd  Ae  fahitary  eonditutions  of  governfmcnt  mad^ 
<<  by  tt\tt\.'* 

But,  fays  our  author,  Peter  expounds  his  own  words  of 
the  human  ordinance  to  be  the  king,  who  is  the  "  lex  lo- 
••*  qucns  •,**  but  he  fays  no  fuch  thing,  and  I  do  not  find 
that  any  fuch  thought  ever  entered  into  the  apoftlc's  mind. 
The  i«rords  are  often  found  in.  the  works  of  Plato  and 
Ariftotle;  but  apiplied  only  to  fuch  a  man  as  is  a  king  by 
nature,  who  is  endowed  with  all  the  virtues  that  tend  to 
the  good  of  human  focieties  in  a  greater  mcafurc  than  any 
w  all  thofc  that  compofc  them  ;  which  charadter,  1  think, 
*wiU  be  iH  applied  to  aH  kings.  And  that  this  may  ap- 
pear to  be  true,  I  defire  to  know  whether  it  would  well 
have  agreed  with  Nero,  Caligula,  Domitian,  or  others 
Vike  to  them;  and  if  not  with  fhcm,  then  not  with  all, 
but  only  with  thofe  who  are  endowed  with  fuch  virtuesi 
But  if  the  king  be  made  by  man,  he  muft  be  fuch  as  man 
makes  him  to  be  ;  and  if  the  power  of  a  law  had  been 
given  by  any  human  fanflion  to  the  word  of  a  fooliih, 
fnad,  or  wiclced  man  (which  i  hardly  believe),  it  would 
be  deftroyed  by  its  own  iniquity  and  turpitude,  and  the 
people  left  under  the  obl'gation  of  rendering  obedience  to 
thofe,  who  fo  ufc  the  fword,  that  the  nations  under  them 
may  live  fobctly,  peaceably,  and  honeftly. 

This  obliges  me  a  little  to  examine  what  is  meant  by 
the  fword.  The  pope  fays,  there  are  two  fwords,;}the  one 
icmporal,  the  other  fpiritual ;  and  that  both  of  them  wertJ 

*  Quia  falubr.ni  I'.ominuin  conditutioncm  Dcus  probavit  &  faoxit.  D? 
jiiT.  bil.  &  pac. 

S  3  given 
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given  tor  Pcler,  and  to  his  fucccflbrs.  Other*  mow 
righdj  undcrftand  the  two  fwords  ta  be  that  of  war,  ^nd 
that  of  jufticc,  which^  a c  cording  to  fcvcralconftitmioiisi*l" 
goycrnincntSy  have  It  en  cotiipittcd  to  fcvcral  hand*^,  under 
fcvcral  conditions  ^nd  limltationsp  The  fword  of  jufticf 
comprehends  the  Icginativcand  the  executive  powers  the 
one  is  exercifed  inmaktrig  laws,  the  other  in  judging  eon- 
troverfies  according  to  foch  as  arc  made.  Tiic  military 
fword  !•  ufcd  \)y  thofe  magifirates  who  have  it,  in  making 
i»rar|  prppac^,  wjth  whom  they  think  fir^  and  fometimcs 
by  others  who  have  it  qot,  in  pUffufng  fuch  wars  as  are 
refolved  upon  by  another  power.  The  Jewiib  dodor^ 
generally  agree,  that  the  }tings  of  Jqdah  could  make  no 
Jaw,  bccaufe  tl^erc  w;fs  4  curfp  denounced  agajnft  thofe 
who  fliould  add  to,  or  dctrad  from,  that  which  God  has 
given  by  the  han^  of  A^ofes ;  ^hat  they  might  fit  in  judg- 
ment \^'ith  the  high-prieft  and  f^nhcdrin ;  but  could  not 
Judge  by  themfelves,  unlefs  th^  fanhcdrin  did  plainly  fail 
of  performing  their  duty.  Upon  t}iis  account  Maimpnide? 
cxcufes  David  for  commanding  §olomoq  no^  to  fuffer  the 
grey  hairs  of  Joab  to  go  down  to  the  grave  ir^  peace,  and 
Solomon  for  appointing  jiim  to  be  killed  a^  thp  foot  of  th? 
altar:  for  he  having  killed  Abnpr  and  i^mafa,  and  by 
thofe  actions  (bed  the  blood  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  the 
fanhcdrin  fhould  have  puniflicd  him ;  but,  beingprote^S^eJ! 
by  favour  or  power,  and  even  David  himfclf  fearing 
him,  Solomon  was  put  in  mind  of  his  dpty,  which  he 
performed,  though  Joab  laid  hold  upon  tbe  horns  of  the 
altar,  which,  by  the  exprefs  words  of  the  U^v,  gave  no 
protcdUon  to  wilful  murderers. 

The 
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The  ufc  of  die  military  fword  amongft  them  was  alfo 
moderated.  Their  kings  might  make  war  upon  the 
fe.ven  accurfed  nations  that  they  were  qo^nmanded  to  dc- 
ftroy,  and  (o  might  any  other  man  ;  for  no  peace  was  to 
l)e  made  with  them:  but  not  agaioft  any  other  nation' 
without  the  afTent  of  the  fanhedrin.  And  Mhcn  Amaziali, 
contrary  to  that  hiw^  had  fooliihly  made  war  upon  Joafli 
king  of  Ifrielj  and.thereby  brought  a  great  (laughter  upon 
Judah,  the  princes,  that  is^  the  fanhcdrin,  combined 
againft  him,  purfucdliirn  toLachUli,  and  Idlled  him  there. 

The  legiflatiye  power  gf  Sparta  was  evidently  in  the 
people.  The  laws  th?it  go  under  the  nan:ic  of  I^ycurgus, 
were  propofcd  by  him  to  the  general  aflembly  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  from  them  received  their  authority:*  but  the 
difcipline  they  contained  was  of  fuch  efficacy  for  framing 
the  minds  ^frocp  to  yirtuo,  and  by  ba^ifliiog  filver  ai;id 
gold  diey  fo  far  banifhed  all  manner  of  c.fim.C3,  th^t 
from  the  inftitution  of  thofc  laws  to  the  tin>es  of  their 
corruption,  which  was  more  than  eight  hundred  years, 
we  hardly  find,  that  three  men  were  put  to  death,  of 
whom  two  were  kings  ^  (o  that  it  fcems  difficult  to  de- 
termine where  the  power  of  judging  did  rcfidc^  though  it 
is  moft  probable,  confidcring  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment^ that  it  was  in  the  fcnatc,  andj  in  cafes  extraordi- 
nary, In  the  cphori,  with  a  right  of  appealing  to  the 
people.  Their  kings  therefore  could  have  little  tp  do 
with  the  fword  of  juftice,  neither  the  legiflatiye  ;ipr, the 
judicial  power  being  any-ways  in  them, 

The  military  fword  was  not  much  more  in  their  power, 

*  Plur.  vit.  Lycnr. 

S  4  unlefs 
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ualefs  the  excellency  of  their  virtues  gave  them  tlic  credit 
of  prrfuading,  when  the  law  denied  the  right  of  com- 
mnnding-  The)'  were  cibliEjcd  to  make  wnr  ngjinft  thofe, 
and  th'ffc  only,  \rhd  were  declared  enemies  Yy  the  fcnatc 
and  cphoTi,  and  in  the  manner,  pkce,  and  time,  they 
diredlrd;  fo  that  Agcfilaiis,  though  carrying  on  a  glorious 
war  in  perfia,  no  fooncr  received  the  parchinei>t-rol1| 
wherein  he  was  commanded  by  the  ephoii  to  come  home 
for  the  defence  of  his  own  country,  thai^  he  immediately 
returned,  and  is  on  that  account  called  by  no  lefs  a  mail 
than  Xcnophon*,  a  good  and  faithful  king,  rendering 
obedience  to  the  law^  of  his  country. 

By  this  it  appears,  that  there  are  kings  who  may  bp 
feared  by  ^ofe  that  do  ill,  and  not  by  fueh  a$  do  well ; 
for,  having  no  rrtorc  power  than  what  the  law  gives,  and 
being  obliged  to  execute  it  as  the  law  directs,  they  cannol^ 
depart  from  the  precept  of  the  apoftlc.  My  o>vn  adlions 
•  therefore,  oi-  the  fenfe  of  ray  own  guilt  arifing  from  them, 
Is  to  be  the  mcafure  of  my  fear  of  that  magidrate  who  is, 
the  minifterof  Qod,  and  not  his  power. 

The  like  may  be  faid  of  almoft  all  the  nations  of  the 
world,  that  have  had  any  thing  of  civil  order  amongft 
them.  The  fuprcme  magiftrate,  under  what  name  foevcr 
he  was  known,  whether  king,  emperor,  afymnctcs,  fufFctes, 
conful,  diftator,  or  archon,  has  ufually  a  part  afllgned  to 
him  in  the  adminiftration  of  juflicc,  and  making  war; 
but  that  he  may  know  it  to  be  alTigncd,  and  not  inherent, 
^nd  fo  ^iTigncd  as  to  be  emp]oy(xl  for  the  public  good^- 

not 
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not  to  Ws  owii  profit  or  plcafurc,    it  is  circumfcribcd 
by  fuch  rules  as  he  cannot  fafely  tranfgrefs.  This  is  above 
all  fcen  in  the  German  nations,  from  whom  we  draw 
our  original  and  government;  and  is  fo  well  dcfcribed 
by  Tacitus  in  his  treatife  of  their  cuftoms  and  manners, 
that  I  (hall  content  myfelf  to  refer  to  it,  and  to  what  I 
have  cited  from  him  in  the  former  part  of  this  work*. 
The  Saxons,  coming  into  our  country,  retained  to  them- 
felves,  the  fame  rights.     They  had  no  kings  but  fuch  a» 
were  fet  up  by  themfelves,  and  they  abrogated  their  power 
when  they  pleafed  t.     Offa  acknowledge(i,  "  that  he  was 
^*  chofen  for  the  defence  of  their  liberty,  not  from  his  own 
f*  merit,  but  by  their  favour ;"  and  in  the  "  conventus 
^*  pananglicus,"  at  which  all  the  chief  men,  as  well  fe- 
cular  as  ecclefiaftical,  were  prefent,  it  was  decreed  by  the 
king,  archbifhops,  bifhops,  abbots,  dukes,  and  fcnators, 
that  the  kings  (hould  be  chofen  by  the  priefts,  and  by  the 
elders  of  the  people.     In  purfuance  of  which,   Egbert, 
who   had  no  right  to  the  fucceflion,  was  made  king. 
Ethel werd  was  chofen   in   the   fame   manner  X  by  the 
confent  of  all.     Ethclwolf  a  monk,  for  want  of  a  better, 
was  advanced  to  the  fame   honour.     His   fon  Alfred, 
though  crowned  by  the  pope,    and  marrying  without 
the  confent  of  the  nobility  and  kingdom,  ||  againft  their 
cuftoms  axid  ftatutcs,  acknowledged,  that  he  had  received 

♦  Dc  morib.  Grrm. 

-f  Ad  liberutis  vcflrac  tultioncm  non  mcis  mcritis,  fed  Tola  libcraliute 

J  Omnium  confcnfu. 

[|  Contra  roorcm  Sc  flaiuta. 


i\c  cramn  iVmn  ihc  bounty  of  the  princes,  d tiers,  ncd 
IKTopic;  and  in  his  will  declared,  that  he  left  the  people 
as  he  had  fuund  thtm»  free  ns  the  inw^ard  thoughrs  of 
nuan.  Hh  fon  Edward  *  wis  (^Itvfttd  to  be  his  fue- 
'cciTor.  Ethel f>.in,  though  a  baft^rd,  aiui  wkhout  r^ll  liik, 
i»  IS  cledcd  by  the  confenr  of  tlie  nobility  md  people, 
Eadred,  by  the  fame  authuriiy,  was  ele*51cd  and  preferred 
before  the  fons  of  Edmund  his  prcdccclfon  Edwin, 
though  nglitly  cbofcnj  was  depofcd  for  his  ill  lifej  and 
Edgar  t  elected  king,  by  •*  the  will  of  God,  and  eon- 
"  fent  of  the  people/'  But  he  alfo  was  deprived  of  the 
crom-n  for  the  rape  of  a  nun,  and  after  fevcn  yciirs  re- 
ftorcd  by  the  whole  people,  <*  coram  orpni  multitgdinc 
^«  populi  Anglorum.'*  Ethclred,  who  is  faid  to  have 
been  J  cruel  in  the  beginning,  wretched  in  the  courfc, 
and  infamous  in  the  end  of  his  reign,  was  depofcd  by  the 
fame  power  that  had  advanced  him.  Canutus  ||  made  a 
contrad  with  the  princes,  and  the  whole  people,  and  there- 
upon was,  by  general  confent,  crowned  king,  over  alj 
England.  After  him  Harold  wjs  chofcn  in  the  ufual 
manner.  He  being  dead,  a  mclTage  was  font  to  H<^rdi- 
Canute,  with  an  offer  of  the  crown,  which  he  accepted, 
and  accordingly  was  received.  Edward  the  ConfciTor 
•v\  as  §  crciSled  king  with  the  confent  of  the  clergy  and 

"*  Succrfior  monarcliijs  elcfliis. 

■*■  I't  cligriunt,  D- o  (^.iftantc,   Ldgaruin  in  Rcj^cm,  annucntc  populo. 

*   5jcvus  in  principio,  niifcr  in  medio,  turpis  in  cxitu. 

r  Canuius  f«.cdus  cum  principibos  6:  omni  populo,  Sc  illi  cum  ipfo  pcr- 
f>iiri"cru:ir. 

"j   Annu'^n'c  (/.»•: o  iz  po-->ijiO  I.oiidini,  in  rrgpp.i  eligitur. 

people 
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people  at  London ;  and  Harold  cxcufcd  himfelf  for  not 
jx;rf9rming  his  oath  to  William  the  Norman,  becaafe  hf 
faid  he  had  made  it  unduly  and  prefumptuouilf,  t 
jBrithout  confulting  the  nobility  and  people,  and  without 
their  authority.  William  was  received  with  great  joy 
by  the  clergy  and  people,  and  faluted  king  by  all,  fwear- 
ing  to  obfcrve  the  ancient  good  and  approved  laws  of  Eng« 
land :  and  though  he  did  but  ill  perform  his  oath,  yet  be- 
fore his  death  he  fecmcd  to  repent  of  the  ways  he  had 
taken,  and  only  wifl^ing  his  fon  might  he  king  of  Eng- 
land, he  confefled  ii>  his  lad  will,  made  at  Caen  in  Nor- 
inandy  t,  that  he  neither  fopnd  nor  left  the  kingdom  as 
^n  inheritance.  If  he  ppfllpffcd  no  right  except  what  was 
conferred  upon  him,  no  more  was  cqnferred  than  had  been 
enjoyed  by  the  ancient  kings,  according  to  the  approved 
laws,  whicl^  he  (wore  to  obfervo.  Thofc  laws  gave  no 
power  to  anyi  till  he  was  ple<Sied;  aqd  that  which  they 
did  then  give  was  fo  limited,  that  the  nobility  and  ppople 
referved  to  tj^emfjclves  the  difpofitipn  of  the  grcaieft  af- 
fairs, even  ^o  tlie  depofuion  and  expulfion  of  fuch  as 
ihould  not  well  perform  the  duty  of  their  oaths  and  ofpce. 
And  }  leavp  }t  tp  our  author  to  prove,  liqw  they  can  be 
iaid  to  have  had  the  fword,  and  the  power,  fo  as  to  be 
feared,  otherwife  th^n>  a$  the  apodle  fays,  by  thofe  that 
dp  evil;  which  we  acknowledge  tp  be  not  only  in  the 
king,  but  in  the  lowed  ufficf r  of  juftice  in  the  world. 


*  Abfque  gcncrali  fenatus  Sc  popull  convcnlu  3c  cdido.     Matih.  Parif. 
Cul.  Gcmic.  Sec.  .... 

+'  Neniincm  Anglic!  regni  conftiiuo  borrcdem ;    non  cnlm  lantum  der.ws 
Sixceditario  jprc  poiTcdi.     Ibid. 
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If  h  ht  pTCtcncfcd,  th^t  oijr  htcx  kings  air  more  to  111 
feared  than  Willi iim  th*?  Norman,  or  his  pretleccffors,  it 
ttiuft  n'*t  bcj  as  has  feccn  proved,  cither  from  the  general 
fight  of  kings,  or  from  the  tkT<5>Tine  of  the  fipoftle,  but 
from  fomething  clfe,  th^t  is  pf^culur  and  fub ft cjut^nt*  which 
I  leave  our  author's  dlfciples  to  prove,  and  an  anRier 
may  be  found  in  due  time.  But  to  flicw,  that  our  an* 
Cil^ors  did  not  iniflakc  the  words  of  the  apoftk^  ir  is  gf>nd 
to  eonfidcr  when,  to  whom^  and  upon  \vh:^t  occafion,  he 
fjpoke.  The  chriniiin  religion  was  then  in  its  infancy^ 
his  difcourfcs  were  addrelTcd  to  the  pmfclTors  of  ft,  who, 
though  thcY  foon  grew  to  be  confiderable  in  number,  were, 
for  the  moft  part,  of  the  mcaneft  fort  of  people,  fcrvants, 
or  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  rather  thnn  citizens  and  frfec- 
m^n;  joined  in  no  civil  body  or  fociety,  nor  fuch  as  had 
or  could  have  any  part  in  the  g6vernment.  The  occafion 
was,  to  fupprcfs  the  dangerous  miftake  of  many  converted 
Jews,  and  others,  who,  knowing  thcmfelvcs  to  be  freed 
from  the  power  of  fin  and  the  devil,  prcfumcd  they  were 
f\Jfo  freed  from  the  obligation  of  human  Inws.  And  if 
this  error  had  not  been  cropped  in  the  bud,  it  would  have 
given  occafion  to  their  enemies  (who  dcfircd  nothing 
more)  to  deftroy  them  all ;  and  who,  knowing  that  fuch 
rjotions  were  ftlrrfng  among  them,  would  have  been  glad, 
that  they  who  were  not  eafily  to  be  difcovcred,  had  by 
that  mc^ins  difcovcred  thcmfelvcs. 

This  induced  a  neceflity  of  diverting  a  poor,  mean, 
fcattcred  people  from  fuch  thoughts  concerning  the  ftate ; 
^o  convince  them  of  the  error  into  which  they  were  fallen, 
rhat  Chrirtir.ns  did   not  owe  the  fame  obedience  to  civil 

laws 
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bws  and*  maj^ilrsites  as  other  men,  and  to  keep  thorn  frortir 
rfn^wing  deilruiStion  upon  themfelves  by  fuch  ways,  as  not 
being  warranted  by  God,  had  no  promifc  of  his  pro- 
te£Hon.  St.  Paul's  work  was  to  prcferve  the  pofeflbrs  df 
^riftianity,  as  appears  by  his  own  words ;  •*  ♦  I  exhprt, 
•*  that  firft  of  ally  fuppHcations,  prayers,  inttt'ccflions, 
#*  and  giving  of  thanks,  be  made  for  all  men:  for  kings^ 
f^  and  ibr  all  that  are  in  authority,  that  we  may  \\\€ 
.**  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life,  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty. 
**  t  Put  them  in  mind  to  be  fubjedt  to  principalities  and 
**  foy^ers,  to  obey  magiftrates,  to  be  ready  for  every 
.^  good  work,**  St.  Peter  agrees  with  him  fully  in  de- 
icribing  the  magiftrate,  and  his  duty ;  (hewing  the  reafon* 
•why  obedience  fhould  be  paid  to  him,  and  teaching 
chridians  to  be  humble,  and  contented  with  their  condi- 
tipn,  as  free,  yet .  not  ufing  their  liberty  for  a  cover  to 
•malice  ;  and  not  only  to  fear  God,  and  honour  the  king 
(of  which  conjuncSlion  of  words  fuch  as  Filmcr  are  very 
proud),  but  to  honour  all  men,  as  is  f<ild  in  the  fame 
,verfe.  This  was  in  a  pecular  manner,  the  work  of  that 
time,  in  which  thofe  who  were  to  preach  and  propagate 
the  gofpel,  were  not  to  he  diverted  from  that  duty,  by 
entangling  themfelves  in  the  care  of  ftatc-affairs :  but  it 
does  in  fome  fenfe  agree  widi  all  times ;  for  it  can  never 
be  the  duty  of  a  good  m^n  to  oppofe  fuch  a  magidrate, 
as  is  the  miniiler  of  God  in  the  cxercife  of  his  office,  nor 
K)  deny  to  any  man  that  which  is  his  due. 

But  as  the  Chriftian  law  exempts  no  man  from  the 

*   i   rirti.  a.  t  Til.  iii. 
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duty  he  owes  to  his  father,  mafter,  or  the  magiftratd,  li 
docs  nor  make  him  more  a  (lave  than  he  was  before,  not 
deprive  him  of  any  natural  or  civil  right ;  and  if  we  arc 
cft>Iigedto  pay  tribute,  honoiir,  or  any  otiier  thing,  wherd 
it  is  not  diii,  it  muft  be  by  fomc  prdcept  very  different 
from  thit  which  comniailds  us  to  give  to  Csefar  that 
which  is  Csefar*s.  If  he  defirie  the  magifUatc  to  be  thd 
minifter  of  God  doing  juftice,  and  frofn  thcncfe  draw  th6 
reafons  he  gives  for  rendering  obediertte  to  hirfij  wc  arc 
to  inquire,  vi  hofc  minifter  he  is  whtf  oVcrthfow^  if,  anfl 
look  for  fomc  ofher  realbn  for  rendering  obedience  id 
him,  than  the  words  of  the  a^ftles;  If  David,  wh6 
was  willing  to  lay  down  his  life  for  the  pimple,  wh6 
**  hated  iniquity,'*  and  would  hot  "  fufF^  a  tiar  to  come 
**  into  his  prefence,"  was  the  minifter  of  God;  I  defire 
to  know  whofe  minifter  Caligula  was,  who  fet  up  himfelf 
to  be  worfliipped  for  a  God,  and  Would  at  once  have 
deftroyed  all  the  people,  that  he  ought  to  have  pro- 
tediedr  Whofc  miniftef  was  Nero,  who,  befides  the 
abominable  impurities  of  his  life,  and  hatred  to  all  virtue, 
as  contrary  to  his  pcrfon  and  government,  fct  fire  to  the 
grpat  city  ?  If  it  be  true,  that  ^'  contrariorum  contraria 
"  eft  ratio,"  thefc  qucftions  are  eafily  decided ;  and  if 
the  reafons  of  things  are  eternal,  the  fame  diftindion, 
grounded  upon  truth,  will  be  good  for  ever.  Every 
■Ktgidrate,  and  every  man  by  his  works,  will  for  ever 
declare  whofe  minifter  he  is,  in  what  fpirit  he  lives,  arid 
confequcntly  what  obedience  is  due  to  him  according  to 
the  precept  of  the  apoftlc.  If  any  man  a(k,  what  I  mean 
ty  juftice,  I  anfwcr,  That  the  law  of  the  land,  as  far  as 
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It  IS  **  fand^io  redla,  jubcns  honefta,  prohibcns  contra- 
<•  ria*,"  declares  what  it  is.  But  there  have  been  and 
arc  laws,  that  arc  neither  juft  nor  commendable.  There 
was  a  law  in  Rome,  that  no  god  (hould  "be  worfhippcd 
without  the  confent  of  the  fenate :  upon  wluch  Tertul- 
lian  fays  fcoffingly,  "  t  That  God  (hall  not  be  God, 
"  onlefs  he  pleafe  man  ;*'  and,  by  virtue  of  this  law,  the 
firft  Chriftians  were  expcfed  to  all  manner  of  cruelties ; 
and  fomc  of  the  emperors  (in  other  ret  pedis  excellent 
men)  910ft  foully  polluted  thcmfclves,  and  their  govern- 
ment, with  innocent  blood.  Antoninus  Pius  was  taken 
in  tliis  fnare ;  and  TertuUian  bitterly  derides  Trajan,  for 
glorying  in  his  clemency,  when  he  had  commanded  Pliny, 
who  was  proconful  in  Afia,  not  to  make  any  fearch  for 
Chriftians,  but  only  to  punifti  them  according  to  I4W,  when 
they  (hould  be  brought  before  him.  No  municipal  law 
can  be  more  firmly  cftablifhed  by  human  authority,  than 
that  of  the  inquifitlon  in  Spain,  and  other  places:  and 
thofe  accurfed  tribunals,  which  have  Ihed  more  Chriftian 
blood  than  all  the  pagans,  that  ever  were  in  the  world, 
is  commonly  called  "  the  holy  oflice.'*  If  a  gentleman 
in  Poland  kill  a  peafant,  he  is  by  a  law  now  in  ufe  6ee 
from  puniftiment,  if  he  lay  a  ducat  upon  the  dead  body« 
Evenus  the  Third,  King  of  Scotland,  caufed  a  la Wto 
pafs,  by  which  the  wives  and  'daughters  of  noblemen 
were  expofed  to  his  luft,  and  thofe  of  the  commcms  to 
the  luft  of  the  nobility.  Thefe,  and  an  infinite  number 
#f  others  like  to  them,  were  not  right  fandions,  but  fuch 

*  Cicrrc.  t    Xifi  hoinim  Drus  placurrit,  Dcvs  won  r rU. 
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'"edev.l  to  our  hurt;  for  we  cannot  fervetVv 
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na,  which  is  notjuft,  is  nn  W  ,    a„d  tha 
not  law,  ,ught  not  to  he  obeyed. 

_  OUR  author,  having  for  along  rime pret 
fcicnce.  nowpullsofFhismafk.  and  plainl^J; 
I  •«•«'»  on  account  of  confciencc,  but  for  fear 
mcnt   or  hope,  of  reward,  that  hw,  are  to  1 

That  famihar  diftinaion  of  the  fchoolmen, 

whereby  they  fubjea  king,  ,o  the  dire<aive,  ; 

the  coaflive  poorer  of  the  law,  is  a  conf^J 
^  k»rtgs  are  not  bound  by  the  pofitive  laws  of  ai 

fincc  the  compalfery  power  of  laws  is  that  w 
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which  has  a  power  over  the  confcience^  whereat  die  ooer« 
cive  is  merely  contingent ;  and  the  moft  juft  powers,  com* 
inanding  the  moft  juft  thing9»  have  fo  often  fallen  under 
the  violence  of  the  moft  unjuft  men^  commanding  the  ' 
moft  execrable  villainies,  that  if  they  were  therefore  to  be 
obeyed,  the  confciences  of  men  muft  be  regulated  by  the 
fuccefs  of  a  battle  or  confpiracy,  than  which  nothing  can 
be  afErmed  more  impious  and  abfurd.  By  this  rule^ 
David  was  not  to  be  obeyed,  when  by  the  wickedneis  of 
his  fon  he.  was  driven  from  Jerulalem,  and  deprived  of  aU 
coercive  power;  and  the  confcientious  obedience  that  had 
been  due  to  him,  was  transferred  to  Abfalom,  who  fought 
lus  life.  And  in  St.  Paul's  time  it  was  not  from  him, 
who  was  guided  only  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  had  no 
manner  of  coercive  power,  that  Chriftians  were  to  learn 
their  duty,  but  from  Caligula,  Claudius,  and  Nero,  who 
had  that  power  well  efiabliihed  by  the  mercenary  legions. 
If  this  were  fo,  the  governments  of  the  world  might  be 
juftly  called  '<  magna  latrocinia ;"  and  men,  laying  afide 
all  conlideration  of  reafon  or  jufticc,  ought  only  to  follow 
thofe,  who  can  inflift  the  greateft  punifhments,  or  give 
the  greateft  rewards.  But  fince  the  reception  of  fuch 
opinions  would  be  the  extirpation  of  all  that  can  be  calfcd 
good,  we  muft  look  for  another  rule  of  our  obediefl||p ; 
and  fliall  find  that  to  be  the  law,  which  being,  sy  I 
faid  before,  "  fan<9io  redla,"  muft  be  founded  upon  dwt, 
eternal  principle  of  reafon  and  truth,  from  whence  thp^v 
rule  of  juft  ice,  which  is  facred  and  pure,  ought  to  be  de^-v. 
duced,  and  not  from  the  depraved  will  of  man,  which ,  V^ 
fluduating  according  to  the  different  intercftsi  IjLimoHn^ju  "^ 
Vol.  II.  T  W  *^ 


at  all  times,  cwc  an  equal  vencratic'n  a 
J5y  this  vc  may  know,  whctlier  he  who  1 
dobs  juAice  or  not:  whether  he  be  the  mi 
to  our  good,  a  proteflor  of 'good,  and  : 
men ;  or  the  minifter  of  the  devil  to  bu 
couraging  all  manner  of  evil,  andendeavo 
and  corruption,  to  make  the  people  w'orfe, 
be  miferable,  and  miferable,  that  they  i 
I  dare  not  fay,  I  (hall  never  fear  fuch  a 
armed  with  power :  bur  I  am  fure  I  ihal 
him  to  be  the  minifler  of  God,  and  (hall 
if  I  fear  him.  If  he  has  theteib^  a  coercl 
me,  it  is  through  my  wcaknefs ;  "for  t  he 
•*  hirtifelf  to  be  compelled,  knows  ndt  ho' 
therefore  he  who  does  not  follow  the  dire 
Ac  law,  be  not  the  mini ftcr  of  God,  he  is 
Icaft  not  fuch  a  king  as  the  dpoftle  commar 
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fall  under  the  coercive,  and  then  the  fear  is  turned  upon 
him,  with  this  aggravationi  that  if  is  not  only  actual,  but 
juft.  This  was  the  cafe  of  Nero;  the  coercive ^wer 
w:is  no  longer  in  him,  but  againft  him.  lie  that  was 
forced  to  fly,  and  to  hide  hiinfelf,  chat  was  abandoned 
by  all  men,  and  condemned  to  die  "  *  according  to  an- 
**  cient  cuftom,"  did,  as  I  J'uppofe,  fear,  and  was  no 
wny  to  be  feared.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  Amaziah 
leing  of  Jiidah,  when  he  fled  to  Lachilh  ;  of  Nehuchodo- 
nofor,  when  he  was  driven  from  the  focicty  of  men  y  and 
of  many  emperors  and  kings  of  the  grcateft  nations  in 
the  world,  wlio  have  been  fo  utterly  deprived  of  all 
.power,  tliat  they  have  been  imprifoned,  depofed,  con- 
fined to  monaftcries,  killed,  drawn  through  the  ftrects, 
cut  in  pieces,  thrown  into  rivers,  and  indeed  fufFcred  all 
that  could  be  fufFcred  by  the  vilefl  flaves. 

If  any  man  fay  thcfe. things  ought  not  to  have  been 
done,  an  anfwcr  may  be  given  in  a  proper  place ;  thougfi 
it  were  enough  to  fay,  that  the  jufticc  of  the  world  is  not 
to  be  overthrown  by  a  mere  aflertlon  without  proof;  but 
that  is  nothing  to  the  prefent  queftion :  for  if  it  was  ill 
done  to  drive  Nero  to  defpair,  or  to  throw  Vitellusinto 
the  common  fewer,  it  was  not  becaufe  they  were  themifii'- 
ftersofGod;  for  their  lives  were  no- way  conformable<tO 
.the  character  which  the  apodle  gives  to  thofe  who  dcfcrvc 
that  facred  name.  If  thofe  only  are  to  be  feared  who 
have  the  power,  there  was  a  time  when  they  were  not  to 
be  feared,    for  tlicy  had  none ;   and  if  thofe  prini^cs  are 


*  Momnajorum.     Surtor.  \ic.  Xcr.  c.  xUx. 
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ne  right  and  power  of  a  magiftrate  depem 
inftitutiony  net  ufon  bis  name. 

*  IT  is  ufual  with  impoftors  to  obtrude  t!i 
upon  nien,  bj  putting  falfe  names  upon  things 
they  may  perplex  mens  mindt,  and  from  the 
falfe  conclufions.  But  the  points  above-mer 
ing  fettled,  it  imports  little  whether  the  go 
whom  Peter  injbins  obedience,  were  only  1 
^,  fuch  as  are*  employed  by  them,  or  all  fi 
*!?  as  are  the  minifters  of  God ;  for  he  ini 
their  works,  that  we  may  know  them,  and 
yield  obedience  to  them.  This  is  that  then 
diftinguifhes  the  magiftrate  to  whom  obedic 
liom  him  to  whom  none  is  due,  and  not  th( 
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celebration  of  the  impure  Lupercaliay  did  offer  a  diadeai 
to  Julius  Caefar,  which  fome  flatterers  prefled  him  to  2C^ 
cept  (as  our  great  lawyers  did  Cromwell),  but  he  durft  not 
think  of  putting  it  upon  his  head.  Caligula's  afFefbtionof 
that  title,  and  the  enfigns  of  royalty  he  wore,  were  taken 
for  the  mod  evident  marks  of  his  madnefs:  andthoii^' 
the  greateft  and  braveft  of  their  men  had  fallen  by  the 
wars  or  profcriptions ;  though  the  beft  part  of  the  fenate 
had  perifhed  in  Thcflaly ;  though  the  great  city  was  ex* 
haufted,  and  Italy  brought  to  defolation,  yet  they  werCi^ 
not  reduced  fo  low  as  to  endure  a  king.  Pifo  was  fuf- 
ficiently  addi^ed  to  Tiberius,  yet  he  could  not  fufier 
that  Germanicus  fliould  be  treated  as  the  fon  of  a  king; 
**  principis  Romani,  n^n  Parthorum  regis  Alio  has 
<<  epulas.dari*."  And  whoever  underftands  the  Latin 
tongue,  and  the  hidory  of  thofe  times,  will  eaflly  per- 
ceive, that  the  word  "  princeps"  fignificd  no  more  than  3t 
principal  or  eminent  man,  as  has  been  already  proves : 
and  the  word  of  Pifo  could  have  no  other  meanmg,  than 
that  the  fon  of  a  Roman  ought  not  to  be  difiingulhcd 
from  others,  as  the  ions  of  the  Parthian  king|»  were. 
This  is  verified  by  his  letter  to  Tiberius,  imdcr  ihe 
name  of  friend,  and  the  anfwer  of  Tiberius  pro» 
mifing  to  him  t  <<  whatfoever  one  friend  could  do  for  anc^ 
*•  ther."  Here  was  no  mention  of  majcftyp  or  fovcrcjpl 
Lord,  nor  the  bafe  fublcriptiom  of  fcrvant,  fubjet^,  of 
creature.     And  I  fear,  that  as  the  laft  of  thcfc  vorda  wa* 


•  T«cit.  Ann.  ii.  c.  57. 

i  Quod  amicus  «iiiicu  prcftire  protcft.    Tftcit 
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the  power  that  !.a<i  been  rriincd  by  violence  or  tr 
exorbitances  tlicy  oon^mirtcd,  could  nrr  linvc  I  ce 
by  a  title,  any  more  than  thofc  of  a  pirate,  m 
lake  the  feme.     It  was  no  otherwife  given  to  t 
by  ¥ray  of  aflimilation,  when  they  were  gull 
l^reaten  crimes:  and  Tacifiw,   defcribing  the 
luft  of  Tiberius,  fays,  "  Qiiibus  adco  indomitis 
•*  ut  more  regio  puhem  ingenuam  ftupris  pollu 
**  formam  tanium,  &  decora  corporis,  fed  in  Y 
•*  tarn  pueritium,  in  aliis  majorum  imagines,  ii 
^^lum  cuf  rditatis  habebat*."     He  alfo  inform 
^Hoi>  rcMjl;  his  time  to  put  Bareas  Soranus  to  <h 
wzs^ogrr  of  the  moft  virfgou*  men  of  that  age,  w 
jLtc^  kini*  of  Armenia  was  at  Rome ;  t  "  that 
]ww  il'X  imperial  grandeur  by  the  (laughter  o 
s  men,  which  he  accounted  a  roya 
^  .L  L  '  the  judgment  of  all  wife  men,  wh( 
le,  that  the  apoftles  (hould  diftinguifh  fu( 


C0V£1LNMSNT«  '  fffff^ 

npl^Icd  With  tbe  fame  prerpgadvc,  wbo  hful:  np.other  titfo 

to  Um:  nsuncy  than  by  refembling  thofe  dmt  haj'it  in  fiK)|^ 

ttiuigs  as  thefc    If  thU  be  too  abCjrd  md  s^bominablc  tQ^ 

eofier  into  the  heart  of  a  man,  it  mud  be  coneluded,  tf^t 

Cbctr  intention  was  only  to  divert  the  poor  people  to  whom. 

fS^ey  preached,  from  involving  themffelves.in  tl^  c^  o£ 

c^vil  matters,  to  which  tliey  had  no  calL    And  thf  091^. 

fcl  would  have  been  good  (as  thingji  flood  with  them)  if 

they  had  been  under  the  power  of  a  pinuc,  or  any  cf^Mffh 

vUlain,  (ubfiitutcd  by  him.  , . 

;  But  though  the  apofties  had  looked  upon  the  cfim*. 

fet  over  the  provinces  belonging  to  the  Roman  emptre^  ML 

ff  nt  by  kings,  I  defire  to  know,  whether  it  can  be  imsM*. 

gined,  thait  they  could  think  the  fubordinatc  goxemcrs  to. 

foe  fcnt  by  kings,  in  the  countries  that  had  no  kings ;  or 

that  obedience  became  due  to  the  magilirates  in  Greece» 

Xtaly  or  otiwr  provinces  under  the  jurifdiction  of  RonMy 

only  after  they  had  emperors,  and  that  none  was  d.uc;  tf^. 

them  before?     The  Germans  had  then  no  king:  thq^ 

^vc  Arroin'iUs  had  been  lately  killed  ibr  aimifl^g  aK  % 

crown.    When  he  had  bleipiihcd  all  his  \irtuesbyf4||| 

attempt,   they  forgot  liis  former  ferviccs.     Tbejr  wmf 

GonHdered  how  many  Romaa  legions  he  had  cut  iiipiMRt 

nor  how  piany  thoiiiands  of  their  allies  he  had  deflnojffdk 

)lis  valour  wa^  a  crime  defcivjng  death,  wh^n  he  ()^g|ht 

fp  make  a  prey  oi  his  country,  which  he  had  fo  bl[avc^ 

defended,  ai^  to  endave  t!iolc  wJio  with  him  hud  fought 

for  the  public  i'tbcrcy.  But  it  ctic  apodlos  vers  to  b«;unde(«. 

^U)odtugive  the  name  ot  God's  niiu;ikn>  only  to  kiitgSg^ 

aod  thole  who  j|re  empkiy^d  by  thcm^  a^d  thac  obedkpev 

T4  U 


has  ever  produced,  did  confer  the  fame  bene 
the  countries  they  enflaved.  But  if  this  be  equ 
fottifliy  abfurd,  and  execrable,  all  thofe  epithe 
to  CMir  author,  and  his  dodrine,  for  attempting  i 
idl  modeft  and  regular  magiftracic^  and  endeav* 
corrupt  Ac  fcripture  to  patronize  the  grtateft  o 
No  man  thereforci  who  does  not  delight  in  c 
diink,  that  the  apoftle  defigned  precifely  to  < 
fuch  queftions  as  might  arife  concerning  any  c 
right,  or,  in  the  leaft  degree,  to  prefer  any  on* 
government  before  another.  In  acknowledging  i 
Ante  to  be  man's  ordinance,  he  declares,  that  n 
makes  him  to  be,  may  make  him  to  be  what  he 
and  diough  there  is  found  more  prudence  and 
one  nation  than  in  another,  that  magiftracyy 
eftabliChed  in  any  one,  ought  to  be  obeyed,  till 
made  the  eftablifhment  think  fit  to  alter  it.  i 
fere,  whilft  they  continue,  are  to  be  looked  upon 
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^1  to  the  thing.  The  fame  name  is  frequently  given  to 
tiiofe,  who  differ  exceedingly  in  right 'and  power;  and 
the  fame  right  and  power  is  as  often  annexed  to  magiftra-*  * 
<ic8,  that  differ  in  name.  The  fame  power  which  had  been 
in  the  Roman  kings,  was  given  to  the  confuls;  and  that 
ifhichhad  been  legally  in  the  didators,  for  a  time  not 
exceeding  fix  months,  was  afterwards  ufuped  by  the  Cae- 
{atTSf  and  made  perpetual.  The  fupreme  power  (which 
fome  pretend  belongs  to  all  kings)  has  been  and  is  enjoyed 
in  the  fulled  extent  by  fuch  as  never  had  the  name ;  and 
no  magiftracy  was  ever  more  rcftrained  than  thofc  that 
had  the  name  of  kings  in  Sparta,  Arragon,  England,  Po- 
land, and  other  places.  They  therefore  that  did  tlius  in- 
ititute,  regulate,  and  reftrain,  create  magiftracies,  and 
give 'them  names  and  powers,  as  fcemcd  heft  to  thenn, . 
could  not  but  have  in  themfelvcs  the  coercive  as  wdl  as 
the  diredive  over  them :  for  the  regulation  and  rcftric- 
tion  is  coercion ;  but  mod  of  all  the  inftitution,  by  which 
they  could  make  them  to  be  or  not  to  be«  As  to  the 
exterior  force,  it  is  fometimcs  on  the  fide  of  the  ma- 
giftrate,  and  fometimcs  on  that  of  the  people ;  and  as 
magtftrates,  under  feveral  names,  have  the  fame  work 
incumbent  upon  them,  and  the  fame  power  to  perform  ir 
the  fame  duty  is  to  be  exacted  from  them,  and  rendered 
to  them:  which  being  diftincSly  proportioned  by  the  lawg 
of  every  countr}s  I  may  coiKlude,  that  all  magiftratical 
power,  being  the  ordinance  of  man,  in  purfuance  of  the 
ordinance  of  God^  receives  its  being  and  meafure  froni 
tlic  legidativc  power  of  every  nation.  And  whether  the 
power  be  placed  iimply  in  one^  a  few,  or  many  mcn^  of 


C<i>i  *   r  ocr  _  .  >d  :    an  '  't  tl!<^y  drnnrt  fn^iii  it, 
tiicm  hc.:»  a  better  title  thaa  the  ulhcr  to  our  ob 
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XjiW^s  were  made  fo  ffircti  aid  inftrucf  ntffg'Ji} 
if  f hey  will  H;f  be  direfledj  fo  r^Jlrain  /, 

I  KNOW  not  who  thfy  arc,  that  cor  aii 
Abccs  to  fjy,  iliat,  "  the  firft  invention  of  la 
*  hpid'c  or  moderate  rjie  over-great  power  of  k 
ttnlefa  thty  give  fome  better  proof  oi*  their }t 
•dicT  thmgs,  lliall  little  eftecnfi  them.  They  ( 
coaCuieredy  that  there  are  laws  in  many  pfc 
there  a;€  do  kings  ;  thart  there  were  laws  in 
ft)re  there  were  kings,  a»  in  Urael,  tbe  law 
three  hundred  years-  before  they  h  •,'i  any ;   bul 
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Acfe  adverfaries,  if  he  pleafti,  whm  he  fiitds  "dveifrj  | 
fliali  proceed  to  examine  his  own  pofkionii.  *f  :Tlm 
^  truth  is,"  fays  he,  "  ther original  of  laws  Mra«».ibrtha 
**  keeping  of  the  multitude  In  order.  Popular  e(hute» 
•*  could  not  fubfift  at  all  without  laws,  whereas, king*^ 
•<  donift  were  governed  many  ages  without  them.  Tho 
•*  people  of  Athens,  as  foqn  as  they  gave  overkingsi^. 
•*  were  forced  to  give  |)owcr  to  Draco  firft,  then  t«k 
^*  Solon,  to  make  them  laws."  If  wc  will  believe  hiiH 
therefore,  whcrefocvcr  there  is  a  king,  or  a  man  who,  by 
having  power  in  his  hands,  is  in  the  place  of  a  kkig^ 
there  is  no  need  of  law.  He  takes  them  all  to  be  fa 
wife,  juft,  and  good,  that  they  are  laws  to  thcmfclves, 
■*  l^ges  viventes."  This  was  certainly  verified  by  the 
whole  fuccefiion  of  the  C.xfars,  the  ten  laft  kings  of  Pha- 
ramond's  race,  all  the  fucccliors  of  Charles  the  Greats 
and  othcrsj  that  I  am  not  willing  to  name ;  but,  refer- 
ing  myfelf  to  hiftory,  I  defire  all  rcafonabic  men  to 
confider,  whether  the  piety  and  tender  care,  that  was  na- 
tural to  Caligula,  Nero,  or  Domitinn,  was  fuch  a  fo- 
curity  to  the  nations  that  lived  under  rhem,  as  without 
law  to  be  fufficient  for  their  prcfcrvation ;  for,  if  the 
contrary  appear  to  be  true,  and  that  their  government  was 
»  perpetual  exerrife  of  rage,  malice,  and  madnefsy  by 
%;hich  the  worft  of  men  were  armed  with  power  to  dc-r 
ftroy  the  beft,  fo  that  the  empire  could  only  be  faved  bj 
their  deftrudVion,  it  is  mod  certain,  that  mankind  can 
never  fall  into  a  condition,  which  ftands  more  in  need  of 
laws  to  Jprotcd  the  inmxrent,  than  when  fuch  monftert 
TeJgn,  who  endeavour  their  extirpation,  and  arc  |oo  wd^ 

fur(ii(he4 
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Rirntrticd  with  means  to  accomplifh  tlidr  dctcff^blc  efc- 
figtiti*  Wkhotit  any  prejudice  therefore  tn  the  caufe  that 
I  defcncU  I  might  c^nfcfs,  that  all  nations  were  at  the 
firft  governed  by  kings,  and  thai  no  laws  were  tmpofed  up- 
on thofc  kif^s,  till  they,  or  the  fuctcflurs  of  ihofc*  who  had 
bccfi  advanced  for  thdr  ttrtues,  by  falling  into  vice  and 
torrupibn,  did  manifeftly  difcovcr  the  inconveniences  of 
depending  wpon  their  willt  Bcfides  thefe,  th^re  arc  alfo 
rhiMrcn,  women,  and  fools,  that  often  come  to  the  fuc- 
Ctffion  of  kingdoms,  whofe  weaknefs  and  ignorance 
^ands  in  :^%  great  need  of  fupport  and  dircd^ion,  a^  the 
dcfperate  fury  of  the  others  carv  do  of  reftridion.  And  if 
Ibmc  mrtons  had  been  fo  fottilh,  not  to  forefee  the  mif- 
chief  of  leaving  them  to  their  will,  others,  or  the  fame  in 
faccecding  ages  difcovcring  them,  could  no  more  be 
f>bngcd  to  continue  in  fo  pernicious  a  folly,  than  we  ar« 
.  to  Kvc  in  that  wretched  barbarity,  in  which  the  Romans 
found  our  anccftors,  when  they  firft  entered  this  ifland. 

If  any  man  fay,  that  Filmcr  docs  not  fpcak  of  monfters, 
nor  of  children,  women,  or  fools,  but  of  wife,  juft,  and 
good  prmccs  ;  I  anfwer,  that  if  there  be  an  inherent 
fight  in  kings,  as  kings,  of  doing  what  they  plcafe,  and 
in  thofc  who  are  next  in  blood  to  fuccecd  them,  and  in- 
herit the  fame,  it  muft  belong  to  all  kings,  and  fuch  as 
upon  title  of  blood  would  be  kings.  And  as  there  is  no 
family  that  may  not,  and  docs  not  often  produce  fuch  as 
I  mentioned,  it  muft  alfo  be  acknowledged  in  them . 
and  t>^at  power  which  is  left  to  the  wife,  juft,  and  good, 
upon  a  fuppofition,  that  they  will  not  make  an  ill  ufe  of 
it^  muft  be  devolved  to  thofe,  who  will  not  or  cannot 

make 
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make  a  good  one  ;  but  will  cither  maliciouiljr  turn  it  to 
the  dcflru<9ion  of  thofc  they  ought  to  proted,  or  throu^ 
weaknefs  fuffcr  it  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  thofe  that  go- 
vcrn  them,  who  are  found  by  experience  to  be  for  the 
moft  part  the  word  of  all,  moft  apt  to  ufe  the  bafeft  arts, 
and  to  flatter  the  humours,  and  foment  the  vices,  that 
are  mod  prevalent  in  weak  and  vicious  princes.  0€rma-> 
nicus,  Corbulo,  Valerius  Afiaticus,  Thrafeas,  Soranus, 
Helvidius  Prifcus,  Julius  Agricola,  and  other  excellent 
men,  lived  in  the  time  of  Tiberius,  Caligula,  Claudius^ 
and  Nero;  but  the  power  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Sc- 
janus,  Macro,  Tigellinus,  and  other  villains  like  to 
them :  and  I  wifh  there  were  not  too  many  modem  ex- 
amples to  (hew,  that  weak  and  vicious  princes  will  never 
chufc  fuch  as  (hall  prefcrve  nations  from  the  mifchiefs  that 
would  enfue  upon  their  own  incapacity  or  malice ;  but 
that  they  mu(i  be  impofed  upon  them  by  fome  other 
power,  or  nations  be  ruined  for  want  of  them.  This 
impofition  muft  be  by  law,  or  by  force.  But  as  laws  are 
made  to.  keep  things  in  good  order  without  the  neceflTity 
.  of  having  recourfc  to  force,  it  would  be  a  dangerous  cx- 
-  travagance  to  arm  that  prince  with  force,  which  probably 
in  a  (hort  time  muft  be  oppofcd  by  force;  and  thofo  who 
have  been  guilty  .of  x\\\s  error,  as  the  kingdoms  of  the 
,caft,  and  the  ancient  Roman  empire,  where  no  provifion 
was  made  by  law  againft  ill-governing  princes,  have  found 
naothcr  remedy  than  to  kill  them,  when  by  extreme  fuf- 
ferings  they  were  driven  beyond  patience;  and  this  fell 
out  (b  often,  that  few  of  their  princes  were  obferved  to 
^c  by  a  common  death.     But  fuicC'the  empire  ^*as  tranf- 

mitted 


4 


tgi  DISCOURSES    OH 

milted  to  Gcrmanyi  and  the  emperors  rcftramcd  by  la*r% 
that  mtion  has  never  been  brought  to  the  odiuiis  extre- 
mities offaflering  ^11  mann«T  of  indignities,  or  revenging 
them  uptfn  the  heads  of  prinec€.  And  if  the  pope  had 
not  difturbcd  ihcm  upon  the  account  of  religon,  nor 
4rivcti  Uictr  prince*  to  difturb  otliers,  they  might  have 
palled  many  ages  wilhout  any  civil  dilfcntion,  and  ali 
'  their  aiiperors  might  have  lived  happily,  and  died  peace^ 
ably^  ai  moft  of  thi^m  have  done. 

This  might  be  fytficient  to  my  purpofe :  for,  if  all 
princes  without  dil^inction,  whether  good  or  bad,  wife 
or-ftHDliili,  young  or  c4d,  fober  or  mad,  cnnnot  be  en- 
truAed  with  an  unlimited  power;  and  if  the  power  tlicy 
have»  ought  to  be  limited  by  law,  that  nations  may  not, 
with  danger  to  thcmfelves,  as  well  as  to  the  prince,  ha\»c 
rccourfc  to  the  laft  remedy  ;  this  law  mufl  be  given  to  aH, 
and  the  good  can  be  no  othcrwifc  diftinguiHicd  from  the 
bad,  and  the  wife  from  the  foolifh,  than  by  the  obferva« 
tion  or  violation  of  it.  But  I  may  juftly  go  a  i^cp  far- 
ther, and  affirm,  that  this  law,  which,  by  retraining 
the  luds  of  the  vicious  and  foolilh,  frequently  prclcrves 
them  from  the  dcftrudtion  they  would  bring  upon  them- 
Celves  or  people,  and  fometimes  upon  both,  is  an  alTirtancc 
and  diredlion  to  the  w  ifeft  and  beft  ;  fo  that  they  vilfo,  as  well 
as  the  nations  under  them,  are  gainers  by  it.  This  will  ap- 
pear Grange  only  to  thofc  who  know  not  *  "  how  difficult 
**  and  infupportablc  the  government  of  great  nations  is," 
and  how  unable  the  beft  man  is  to  bear  it  .      And,  if  it 


an". 


♦  gmin^ivt  Sc  intolffvuium  Qi  cua6U  rcgrndi  onus.        Tar 

'  fur^jaf;j 


COVER  NMEKT.  *g5 

fftvpafe  (he  firength  4fl  the  be(>,  it  may  ^afily  tie  defleiw 
fninedliaw  ordinarjtmntviU  behave  Ihcmielvcs  tinder 
It,  or  what  life  the  ^orft  will  make  of  it*     i  knowfheie 
'have  been  wife  and  good  kings;  but  they  had  not  an  «!k 
Ibiute  powev,  'nor  would  have  accepted  it,  though  \t\ 
<bceti  aSsftd:   much  lefs  can  I  believe^  ihat  any  o(l 
-firtMlld  'have  tranfmitted  fuch  a  power  to  then- pofteiil^ 
Sfirhen none  of  thcfn  could  know  any  nnore  than  Solofntt^ 
Whether  his  fon  would  be  a  wife  man,  or  a  fool.    Sot  ¥ 
the  beft  wight  have  defired,  and  had  been  able  to  'bear 
it  (though  Mofes  by  his  own  cortfeflion  "was  not),  ihM^ 
>eould  be  no  reafon  why  it  (hould  be  given  to  ihe'worft iMt 
weakeft,  or  thofe  who  probably  will  be  fo.    Since -dfe- 
dflottftMo,  that  it  will  not  be  abufcdtluring  the  life  of  ^Oric 
tnan,  h  ^nothing  to  the  conAitution  of  a  Aate  whioh  ^'tm» 
at  pcrpctuit}'.     And  no  man  knowing  what  men  wiil  be» 
efpecialty  if  they  come  to  the  power  by  fuccijffion,  Whkh 
iilay  pri5p«tly  enough  be  tailed  by  chance,  it  h  reafom^Yf 
.fo'hc  feared  they  will  be  bad,  and  confequenrly  nccc(fe^ 
ib  to  limit  their  |>owcr,  that  if  they  prov^  to  be  fo,  t!ie 
tommonwcalth  may  not  bedeftroyed,  which  they  wcrein-^ 
(litutcd  to  prefer ve.    The  law  provides  for  thU  in  leavli^j 
*io^thoking  a  full  and  ample  power  of  doing  as  mm^hggcAl 
ashis  heart  can  wifli,and  in  retlraining  his  power  f^Vthic 
if  he  fliould  depart  from  the  dut)'  of  his  office,  the  natkiia 
may  not  pcTilli.    Tliis  is  a  help  to  thofe  who  are  wife  ^M 
good, •  by  direding  them  what  they  are  to  do,  more  cer- 
tainly than  any  one  man's  pcrfunal  judgment  can  dp ;  and 
no  prej ^\ ice  at  al  1 ,  fi nee  iio '  (itch  ^ah  did  ^ver  compla j« 
fye  was  noc  fgficrcd  to  do  tlic  c\il,  which  he  would  •A.tiWsc^ 
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if  It  were  in  ht»  povi  cr ;  and  is  a.  tnoik  necefTary  curb  to 
the  fury  of  bad  prince*^,  preventing  them  from  bringing 
dedrudion  upon  the  pcopic.  Men  are  fo  fubje^  to  vicea 
and  paOions^  that  they  ftanti  in  need  of  fomc  reth-aint  in 
every  condition ;  but  moft  efpccially  when  they  arc  in 
forwer.  The  rage  of  a  priyaic  man  may  be  pernicious  to 
©nc  or  a  few  of  his  neighbours;  but  the  fury  of  an  urdi- 
miied  prince  would  drive  whote  nations  into  ruin :  and 
thofe  very  mcoj  who  have  lived  mtidcftly  when  they  ha4 
little  power,  have  often  proved  the  moft  favage  of  all 
monftcrs,  when  they  thought  nothing  able  to  rcfift  their 
fagc.  It  Is  fa  id  of  Catic^uh,  that  no  man  ever  knew 
**  a  better  fcrvant,  nor  a  worfc  maftep*."  The  want  of 
reftraint  made  him  a  beaft»  who  might  have  continued  to 
be  a  man.  And  though  I  cannot  fay,  that  our  law  necef- 
farily  admits  the  next  in  blood  to  the  fucceffion  (for  the 
contrary  is  provedj ;  yet  the  facility  of  our  anceAors,  in 
receiving  children,  women,  or  fuch  mtn,  as  were  not 
more  able  thaa  themfelves  to  bear  the  weight  of  a  crown, 
convinces  me  fully,  that  they  had  fo  framed  our  laws, 
that  even  children,  women,  or  ill  men,  might  either  per- 
form as  much  as  was  neceffarily  required  of  them,  or  be 
brouglbt  to  seafon,  if  they  tranfgrcflcd,  and  arrogated  to 
themfelves  more  than  was  allowed.  For  it  is  not  to  be 
imaginecly  that  a  company  of  men  ihould  fo  far  degene- 
rate fiwn  their  own  nature,  which  is  rcafon,  to  give  up 
thcpifclves,  and  their  p ofteri^y,  with  all  their  conccrn- 

*  Nee  melicrcpi  (crnrumj  w^  dctcriorcm  dotukiuin.    Tac.  Ann.  1.  6* 
•Q*  to. 
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monti  In  (he  imrU,  to  dqpeiid  upon  the  win  of  a  child,  ^ 
woUnvLiii  an  ill  man, '  or  a  fool.  ».    * 

•  If  therdbce  laws  gtc  neceflfary  la  popular  ftate8,'Acy 
are  no  lofe  to  mooarcHies ;  or  rather,  that  is  not  a  fiato 
or  govermnenr,  which  has  them  not :  and  it  is  Jio  \U(^ 
impoffible^for  any  to  fubiift  without  them,  than  for  ^ 
body  of  a  man  to  be,  and; perform  its  funSions,  without 
newes  or  bones.  And  if  any  people  had  ever  been  fo 
focriiih  to  eftabliih  that  which > they  called  a  governmenjta 
without  laws  to  iupport  and  regulate  it,  the  impoffibility 
of -fnb6fting  would  <  evidence  the  madnefs  of  the  conititu* 
tioiiy  and  ought  to  deter  all  others  from  following  thdr 
example. 

It  is  no  Jeff  incredible,  that  thofe  nations  which  re- 
jeded  Ungs,  did  put  themfclves  into  the  power  of 
one  man,  to  prefcribe  to  them  fuch  laws  as  he  pleafed* 
But  the  inftances  allcdgcd  by  our  author  are  evidently 
fsilfe.  The  Athenians  were  not  without  laws  when  they 
had  kings :  iEgeus  was  (ubjcdt  to  the  laws,  and  did  no- 
thing of  importance  without  the  confent  of  the  people  ; 
and  Thefeus,  not  being  able  to  pleafe  them,  died  a  ba- 
Ai(hod  man :  Draco  and  Solon  did  not  make,  but  pro* 
pofe  laws,  and  they  were  of  no  force  till  they  were  efta- 
bli(hed  by  the  authority  of  the  people*  The  Spartans 
dealt  in  the  fame  manner  with  Lycurgus ;  he  invented 
their  laws,  but  the  people  made  them :  and,  when  thp 
aitembiy  of  all  the  citizens  had  approved  and  fworn  to 
^bferve  them    till  his  return  from  Crete,   he  rcfolved 

•  Plut.  vit!  Solon. 
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mther  to  die  in  i  voluntary  baniftimcilt,  Iftanl^j  his  re 
turn  to  abfolvc  them  from  the  oath  they  had  taken.  The 
Romans  alfo  had  laws  duiing  the  government  of  their 
king^ ;  but  not  finding  in  them  fhat  perfc<3Son  they  de- 
fii«dj  the  decemviri  were  chofcn  to  frame  others,  which 
Jtl  ^^c  of  no  value  till  they  were  palTed  by  the  people 
h\  the^*  "  comitia  centuriata  ;**  and  being  fo  approved^ 
they  were  cftablifhcd.  But  this  faniSiion,  to  which  every 
man,  wh^her  magiftratc  or  private  dtixcn,  was  fubjeft, 
did  no  way  bind  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  Who  ftiU 
fetaincd  in  themfclves  the  power  of  changing  both  the 
mattier  and  form  of  their  government^  as  appears  by  their 
inftituting  and  abrogating  kings,  confuls,  didators,  tri- 
bfjmc^,  with  confular  power,  and  decemviri,  when  they 
thought  good  for  d^  commonwealth.  And  if  they  had 
this  power,  I  leave  our  author  to  (hew»  why  the  like  is 
not  in  other  nations. 


SECT.     XIT. 

Lutvs  arc  not  made  by  iings,  not  becaufe  they  are  lujied 
in  greater  matters  than  doing  jujlicey  hut  becaufe  na* 
thns  will  be  governed  by  rule,  and  not  arbitrarily, 

OUR  author  purfuing  the  midakes  to  which  he  fcems 
perpetually  condemned,  fays,  that   •*  when  kings  were 

•  Irtjjcnti  hominum  cxpcftationc  propofjtis  dcr.cm  tabulis  populum  ad 
conciomm  coi.vorarum;  &  quod  boiium,  laullum  Icluxqiic  fit  rcipuhlicic, 
ipiis,  lib(  1  ili;uc  cuiuni  citrt,  ire  &  Icgrrc  leges  propolita^  julleir,  T.  Liv. 
J.  in.  G.  ^\» 
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«  Cither  bdkd  in  war,  or  difiraaed  with  public  cai«,  (b 
^  Chat  every  private  man  could  not  have  accefa  unto  thekr 
*<  perfon^  to  learn  their  Wills  and  pleafures,  then  of  Qe« 
**  ceffity  were  }aw9  invented,  that  fo  every  pardculat 
**  {uhjcSt  mi^t  find  his  prince's  plcafure."  I  have  oftsa 
heard,  that  governments  were  eftabli(hed  for  the  obtain* 
ing  of  joftice ;  and  if  that  be  true,  it  is  hard  to  imaging 
wfa^t  bi^nefs  a  fupreme  magiftrate  can  have  to  divert 
him  from  accompli(hing  the  principal  end  of  his  inftitu- 
tbn.  And  it  is  as  commonly  faid,  that  this  diftributioii 
of  juftice  to  a  people,  is  a  work  furpaifing  the  ftrength  of 
any-one  man.  Jethro  feems  to  have  been  a  wife  man^ 
and  it  is  probable  he  thought  Mofes  *  to  be  fo  alfo  ^  but 
he  foond  the  work  of  judging  the  people  <o  be  too  heavy 
for  him,  and  therefore  advifed  him  to  leave  the  judgment 
of  caufes  to  others^  who  (hould  be  chofen  for  that  pur* 
pole ;  which  advice  Mofes  accepted,  and  God  approvipd. 
The  governing  power  was  as  infupportable  to  him  as 
the  judicial.  He  delired  rather  to  die  than  to  bear  fo 
great  a  burthen ;  and  God  neither  acculing  him  of  iloth 
or  impatience,  gave  him  feventy  aiTiitants.  But  if  we 
may  believe  our  author,  the  powers  judicial  and  legifla* 
tive,  that  of  judging,  as  well  as  that  of  governing,  are 
not  too  much  for  any  man,  woman,  or  child,  whatfo- 
focvcr :  and  that  he  ftands  in  no  need,  either  of  God's 
llatutes  to  dire£k  him,  or  man's  counfcl  to  aflift  him, 
unlefs  it  be  when  he  is  othcrwife  employed  ;  and  his  will 
alone  i^fufficicnt  for  all.*  But  what  if  he  be  not  bufied 

•  Exod.  xviii. 
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in  ptrater  matrer<i,  or  diflraftcd  with  pubHc  earrs?  H 
every  prince  capable  of  this   work?     Though  MofcB 
hz6  not  found  it  fcio  great  for  him,    or  it  Ihould   be 
granfed,  that  a  man  of  excellent  naturat  endowments, 
great  wifdom>  learning,  experience,    induftry,    and  in- 
tegrity, mght  perform  it,   h  It  certain,  that  all  thofc 
who  happen  lo  he  born  in  reigning  femilics  are  fo?  If 
Mofes  had  the  liw  of  God  before  his  eye*,  and  could  re- 
pair to  God  himfclf  for  the  application  or  explanation  of 
it;  have  all  princes  the  fane   aflilhncc?  Do   they  all 
fpesk  with  God  face  to  face,  or  can  they  do  what  he  did, 
without  the  rifnOrincc  he   had :   If  nil  kings   of  mature 
years  are  of  that  perfection,  are  we  aflfiired,  that  none 
Ihall  die  before  his  heir  arrive  to  the  fame  ?  Or  (hall  he 
hrve  the  fame  ripenefs  or  judgment  in  his  infancy  ?  If  a 
xrhild  come  to  a  crown,   does  that  immediately  infufc 
the  moft  admirable  endowments  and  graces  r   Have  we 
any  promife  from  heaven,  that  woman  (hall  enjoy  the 
fame  prerogatives  in  thofc  countries  where  they  are  made 
capable  of  the  fucceflTion  ?  Or  does  that  law  which  renders 
them  capable,  defend  them,  not  only  again  ft  the  frailty 
of  their  own  nature,  but  confer  the  moft  fublime  virtues 
upon  them  ?  But  who  knows  not,  that  no  families  do 
more   frequently    produce   weak   or  ill    men,    tlian    the 
grcatcft  ?  and   that  which  is  worfc,  their  greatnefs  is  a 
fnrire  to  them  ;  fo  that  they,  who,  in  a  low  condition,  might 
have  palfed  unregarded,  being  advanced  to   the  higheft, 
have  often  appeared  to  be,  or  •became  tlic  worft   of  all 
beafts;  and  tiiey  who  advance  them  are  like  to  them; 
for  if  the  po^cr  be  in  the  multitude;  as  our  author  is 
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Ibited  to  cofifcfe  (otherwjfc  tf)e  Athemans  and  Romant 
q^d  Rol  have  given  all,  a$  be  fays,  nor  a  part,  a«  I  fay, 
tQ  Draco,.  Solon,  or  the  deceo^viri),  tfiey  muft  be  beafle 
alfo,  who  (liQuld  have  given  away  their  right  and  libertjTt 
in. hopes  of  receiving  juAice  from  fuch  as  prvtbably^wiU 
neither  uoderftand  nor  regard  it,  or  protcdtion  from  thoGr 
who  will  not  be  able  to  help  themfelves,  and  expcA 
fuch  virtue,  wifdom,  arid  intei^rity,  fhould  be,  and  for 
ever  reiwin,  in  the  family  they  fet  up,  as  was  never 
known  to  continue  in  any.  If  the  power  be  not  conferred 
upon  them,  they  have  it  not ;  and  if  they  have  it  not» 
Ibeir  want  of  leifure  to  do  juAice,  cannot  have  been  the 
caufe  for  which  laws  are  made  ;  and  they  cannot  be  th^ 
iignification  of  their  will,  but  are  that  to  which  the 
prince  owes  obedience,  as  well  as  the  meinefl  fubje<£t« 
This  is  that  which  Bradlon  calls,  "  cffe  fub  lege,"  and 
fays,  that  **  rex  in  regno  fupcriores  habet  Deum  & 
**  legem,"  •  Fortefcue  fays,  the  kings  of  England  can- 
not change  the  laws:  and  indeed,  they  are  fo  far  frynt 
having  any  fuch  power,  that  the  judges  fwear  to  have  no 
regard  to  the  king's  letters  or  commands,  but  if  they  re- 
ceive any,  to  proceed  according  to  law,  as  if  they  had  not 
been.  And  the  breach  of  this  oath  does  not  only  bring  a 
blemifh  uf^on  their  reputation,  but  expofcs  them  to  ca- 
pit{il  puni(hments,  ns  many  of  them  have  found.  It  is 
not  ther.  iore  the  king  thai  m^ikes  the  law,  but  the  law 
that  makes  the  king.  It  gives  the  rule  for  fucccffion, 
making  kingdoms  fomctimes  hereditary,  and  fometimes 

4 
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ifledire,  itid  (more  often  than  either  fimpty)  hcfeditaff 
under  condirion.  In  fomc  phees  males  only  aie  capable 
of  inheriting,  in  others  females  arc  admifted.  Where 
the  monarchy  is  regular,  as  in  Germanrt  England,  &c* 
the  kings  can  neither  tnake  nor  change  laws :  they  afe 
under  the  law,  and  the  law  ia  not  under  them  {  their 
letters  or  commands  are  not  to  be  re^rded  :  in  the  admi^ 
nitbatton  of  juftice,  the  queftion  is  not  what  pleafirs  thcm^ 
but  what  the  law  declares  to  be  right,  which  muft  have 
its  courfe,  whether  the  king  be  bufy,  or  at  letfure,  whe- 
ther he  will  or  not.  Th;  king  who  never  dies,  is  alwayt 
|M«fent  in  the  fuprcme  courts,  and  neither  knows  nor  re- 
gards  the  plcafure  of  the  man,  that  wears  the  crown. 
But  left  he  by  his  riches  and  power  might  have  fome  in* 
iluence  upon  judicial  proceedings,  the  *^  great  char- 
^^  ter,"  that  recapitulates  and  acknowledges  our  ancient 
inherent  liberties,  obliges  him  to  fwcar,  that  he  will 
neither  fell,  delay,  nor  deny  juOice  to  any  man,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  land  ;  which  were  'ridiculous  and 
tbfurd,  if  thofe  laws  were  only  the  fignifkation  of  his 
plcafure,  or  any  way  depended  upo^  his  will.  This 
charter  having  been  confirmed  by  more  than  thirty  par- 
liaments, all  fucceeding  kings  are  under  the  obligation  of 
the  feme  oath,  or  muft  renounce  the  benefit  ihey  receive 
from  our  laws ;  which  if  they  do,  they  will  be  found  to 
be  equal  to  every  one  of  us. 

Our  author,  according  to  his  cufiom,  having  laid 
down  a  falfe  propofition,  goes  about  to  jufiify  it  by  falfe 
examples,  as  thofe  of  Draco,  Solon,  the  decemviri,  and 
MofeSi  of  whom  no  one  had  the  power  he  attributes  to 

them  y 


itbcm ;  and  it  were  nothing  to  us,  if  they  bad.  T|io 
Athenians  and  Romans,  as  was  faid  before,  were  fo  far 
ff^&nt  religning  the  abfolute  power  without  appeal  ta 
themfelves,  that  nothing  done  by  their  magiftrates  was  of 
s^y  force,  till  it  was  ena.6led  by  the  people.  And  the 
power  given  to  the  decemviri,  "  fine  provocatione,"  was 
only  in  private  cafes,  there  being  no  fuperior  magiihrate, 
then  in  being,  to  whom  appeals  could  be  madc^  They 
were  vefied  with  the  fame  power  the  kings  and  didtatorf 
enjoyed  from  whom  they  lay  no  appeal,  but  to  the  people, 
and  always  to  them ;  as  appears  by  the  cafe  of  HoilatiiiSy 
in  the  time  of  Tulls  Hoftillus  ;  that  of  Marcus  Fabius^ 
when  Papirius  Curfor  was  dictator ;  and  of  Nenius  tho 
tribune,  during  that  of  Q*^  Fabius  Maximus ;  all  whidi 
I  have  cited  already,  and  refer  to  them.  •  There  wa« 
therefore  a  refervation  of  the  fupreme  power  in  the 
people,  notwithftanding  the  creation  of  magidrates  with- 
out appeal ;  and  as  it  was  quietly  exercifed  in  making 
(bangers,  or  whom  they  pleafed,  kings,  reftraining  the 
power  of  dictators  to  fix  months,  and  that  of  the  de- 
cemviri to  two  years ;  when  the  laft  did,  contrary  to  law^ 
endeavour,  by  force,  to  continue  their  power,  the  people 
did,  by  force,  defiroy  it  and  them. 

The  cafe  of  Mofcs  is  yet  more  clear:  he  was  the  moft 
humble  and  gentle  of  all  men :  he  never  railed  his  heart 
above  his  brethren,  and  cpmmanded  kings  to  live  in  the 
fame  modefty :  he  never  dcfif ed  the  people  fhould  depend 
upon  his  will :  in  giving  laws  to  them  he  fulfilled  the  will 

•  T.  Liv.  Li.  c.  8. 
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vh'ch  fools  give  the  name  of  majeRy  i  and  wh< 
far  exalts  the  |X)wcr  of  a  man,  to  make  nations 
upon  his  pleafure,  d(x:s  not  only  lay  a  burden  up 
vhich  neither  Mofcs,  nor  any  other,  could  cv 
and  every  vifc  man  will  always  abhor;  but  with 
pious  fury,  endeavours  to  fet  up  a  government  < 
to  the  laws  of  God,  prefumes  to  accufcf  him  of 
wifdom^  or  goodnefs  to  his  own  people,  and  tc 
his  errors ;  which  is  a  work  fit  to  be  undertaken 
as  our  author. 

From  hence,  as  upon  a  folid  foundation,  he  [ 
and  making  ufc  of  king  James's  words,  infe 
kings  are  above  the  laws,  becaufe  he  fo  teaches  i 
he  might  have  remembered,  that  having  affin 
people  could  not  judge  of  the  difputes  that  migh 
between  them  and  kings,  becaufe  they  muft 
judges  in  their  own  cafe,  it  is  abfurd  to  mak 
judge  of  a  cafe  fo  nearly  concerning  himfelf,  ii 


•*<*-l 


COVERNMENT.  905 

flons-and  vicesi^  that  have  moft  power  upon  men,  would 
concur  to  corrupt  it.     He  that  is  fct  up  for  the  public 
good,  can  have  no  contort  with  the  whole  people,  whofc 
good  he  is  to  procure,  unlefs  he  il;*flc6l  from  the  end  of 
his  inrtitution*  and  fct  up  an  inttrcft  of  his  own  in  oppo- 
lition  to  it.     This  is  in  its  nature  the  higheft  of  all  de- 
linquencies^ and  if  fuch  a  one  may  be  judge  of  his  own 
crimes,  he  is  not  on'y  fi»vc  to  avoid  ^Hinilhrncnr,  but  to 
obtain  all  that  he  fought  by  chem;  and  the  woiTe  he  is, 
the  more  violent  will  his  defircs  be,  to  get  all  the  power 
into  his  hands,  that  he  may  gratify  his  lui^s,  and  cxccqte^ 
his  pernicious  defigns.     On  the  other  fide,   in  a  popiotkr*; 
aflembly,  no  man  judges  for  hiihfelf,  othcrwifc,  thaii»3U    vi^ 
his  good  is  comprehended  in  that  of  the  public  :  nutli^rig  \i^' 
hurts  him,  but  vhat  is  prejudicial  to  the  commonwcjftthi'  'ft>"' 
fuch  amongfl  them  ns  may  have  received  private  injuries.   V$l- 
arc  fo  far  only  confidcr<d  by  others,  as  .thejf  ;;|^£^riiiigt      ■;; 
may  have  influence  upon  the  public:  if  they  ttcf|ife|j?i*^«nd      'Sm'i 
the  matters  not  great,  others  will  not  fufftr  tiiti^ii^utet  to      '^Jl 
be  dlAurbed  by  them  \  if  they  are  many  and  gifipvous,  the 
tyranny  thereby  appears  to  be  fo  cruel,  that  the  nation 
cannot  fubllii,  u nlc ft  it  be  corrected  or  fapprcifled.     Cor- 
ruption of  judgment  proceeds  from  privati\paflions,  which 
in  thefe  cafes  never  govern:  and  though  a  zeal  for  the 
public  gO{xl  may  poflibly  be  mifguidcd,  jet  till  it  be  fo  it 
can  never  be  capable  of  excefs..  .  The  Jj|ft  Tarquin,  and 
his  lewd  fon,  excroifed  llieir  fury'fihd  luft  in  the  murders 
of  ^c  bed  iVi'cn  in  R()mc,  and  the  rape  of  Lucrctj;r« 
Appius  Claudius  was  filled  with  the  like  madnefs.  ^vi- 
ligula  and  Nero  v^ere  fo  well;e(labli(bcd  in  ihe^^m^er  ftf 
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icitius,  ami  \  li-:lnius,  with  the  j)cop!c  th 
dul  nr>t,  by  the  cxpuhiun  of  the  kin^s,  o 
of  the  dcccmvrri,  aflumc  to  thcmfdvcs  2 
mitting  r:»pcs  and  murders,  nor  any  ad 
what  their  equals  might  think  they  defer 
tuc»,  ind  fervices  to  the  eommonweahh 
more  credit  than  others  for  any  other  i 
they  (heved  tliemfclves  moft  forward  i 
public  good,  and  by  their  valour  and  coi 
promote  it. 

Wbatfoc\'er  happened  after  the  ovei 
liberty,  belongs  not  to  my  fubjtci,  for  tl 
of  popularity  in  the  judgments  that  we 
tyrant  deftroyed  another ;  the  fame  pafHc 
the  moft  part  reigned  in  both  :  the  laft  v 
as  his  predcccfllbr  whom  he  had  overthrow 
ibmetimes  approved  by  the  people  for  r 
than  that  it  was  thnnrrhr  ni.r.  .fnui »  c  •. 
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irere  looking  for  thofe  that  had  done  it,  (hcw»  that  a$ 
long  as  men  retain  any  thing  of  that  reafon  which  is  truly 
their  nature,  they  never  fail  of  judging  rightly  of  virtue 
and  vice  ;  whereas  violent  and  ill  princes  have  always 
done  the  contrary,  and  even  the  beft  do  often  dcfleft  froiu 
the  rules  of  jufticc,  as  appears  not  only  by  the  examples 
of  Edward  the  Firft  and  Third,  wno  were  brought  to 
confcfs  it,  but  even  thofc  of  D-ivid  and  Solomon. 

Moreover,  to  (hew  that  the  docilion  of  thefe  contro* 
verfies  cannot  belong  to  any  king,  but  to  the  people,  wc  . 
are  only  to  confidcr,  that  as  kings,  and  all  other  magu 
ftratcs,  whether  fuprcme  or  fubordinate,  are  conftitutcd 
only  for  the  good  of  the  people,  the  people  only  can  be 
fit  to  judge  whctlicr  the  end  be  accomplifhed.  A  phy^^ 
fician  docs  not  excrcifc  his  art  for  himfclf,  but  for  his  par 
tients ;  and  when  I  am,  or  think  I  fhall  be  fick,  I  fend 
for  him  of  whom  I  have  the  bed  opinion,  that  he  maf  .. 
help  me  to  recover,  or  prefcrve  my  health  ;  but  I  lay  hiiq^ 
alideif  I  find  him  to  be  negligent,  ignorant,  or  unfaitHful^' 
and  it  would  be  ridiculous  for  him  to  fay,  I  make  myfclf 
judge  in  my  own  cafe,  for  I  only,  or  fuch  as  I  (hall 
confult,  am  fit  to  be  the  judge  c:  it.  He  may  be  treaclier- 
ous,  and  through  corruption  or  malice,  endeavour  to  pot« 
fon  me ;  or  have  other  defcdls,  that  render  him  unfit  to 
be  trufied  :  but  I  cannot,  by  any  corrupt  pafTion,  be  led 
wilfully  to  do  him  injuQice,  and  if  I  mi  (lake,  it  is  only 
to  my  own  hurt.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  lawyers,  ftew^ 
ards,  pilots,  and  generally  of  all  that  do  not  aA  for  them- 
fclves,  but  for  thofe  who  employ  them.  And  if  a  com- 
pany going  to  the  Indies  fhould  find,  that  their  pilot  was 


to  their  ()-.vn  prcji:.;!  c  In  tl;c  like  :n:in:icr,  r 
Solon  an  1  ly  .u;.>,  l;jr  Kwuiulus,  N  .:n'i,  Ho.tili 
confuh,  (iiotators,  and  cicccmviri,  were  not  diilin 
tbom  others,  that  it  might  be  well  with  them,  * 
•*  bonum,  fclix,  fauftumque  fit  populo  Romano 
Aat  the  profperity  and  hnppinefs  of  the  people  mi 
procured  ;  which  being  the  thing  always  intcn 
were  abfurd  to  refer  the  judgment  of  the  perform 
Wm  who  is  fufpec^ed  of  a  dcfign  to  overthrow  : 
whofc  paflions,  intercfts,  and  vices,  if  he  has  an 
him  that  way.  If  king  James  faid  any  thing  con 
Aw,  he  might  beanfwered  with  fomc  of  his  own  ¥ 
»•  I^w^s,",fays  he,  "  fvvorn  to  maintain  the  lawi 
!*  ^li^^"*?!  therefore  had  been  perjured  if  I  had 
«*  thfflP^t  \Jt  roay  alfo  beprcfuWurd,  he  had  not 
ten  what;  "his.  maftcr  Buchanan  had  taught  in  the 
he  wrote  cljicfly  for  his  inftruflion,$  that  the  vi 
of  the  laws'lEf  Scotland  could  not  have  been  fo 

n.  .  c  l:  - J  -  >   n*  .1 .     i.r -.-r  *i...* * /^_ 


p 


•      'T« 


'^  OOVERKMENT-  fOj 

4^   .i 


f  SECT.      XV. 

A  general  prefumptlon^  that  kings  will  govern  well,  is 
not  ajujffjcient  fccuri/y  to  the  people. 

«*  BUT,''  fays  our  author,  "  yet  will  tlwy  rule  their 
""  fubjcds  by  the  law ;  and  a  kin^,  governing  in  a  fct- 
"  tied  kingdom,  leaves  to  be  a  king,  and  degenerate* 
**  into  a  tyrant,  fo  foon  as  he  ccafes  to  rule  according  un- 
*^  to  his  laws :  yet  where  he  fees  them  rigorous  or  doubt- 
**  ful,  he  may  mitigate  or  interpret."  This  is  there- 
fore an  cfFcfl  of  their  goodnefs  ;  they  are  above  laws,  bat 
will  role  by  law,  we  have  Filmer's  word  for  it.  But  I 
know  not  how  nations  can  he  affarcd  their  princes  will 
always  be  fogood:  goodnefs  is  always  accompanied  with 
wlfdom,  and  I  do  not  find  thofc  admirable  qualities  to  be 
generally  inherent  or  entailed  upon  fupreme  magiftntcsl 
They  do  not  fcem  to  be  all  alike,  and  we  have  not  hi- 
therto found  them  all  to  live  in  the  lame  fpiritand  princV 
pie.  I  can  fee  no  rcfcmblance  between  Mofes  and  Cali- 
gula, Jofliua  and  Claudius,  Gideon  .and  Nero,  Samfon 
and  Vitcllius,  Samuel  nnd  Otho,  David  and  Domitian  ; 
nor  indeed  between  the  heft  of  thcfe  and  their  own  chil- 
dren. If  the  fens  of  Mofes  and  Joihua  had  been  like  to 
them  in  wifdom,  v.dour,  and  integrity,  it  is  probable  they 
had  been  chofen  to  fuccecd  them ;  if  they  were  not,  the 
like  is  lefs  to  be  prcfLLmcd  of  others.  No  man  has  yet 
obfcrved  the  moderation  of  Gideon  to  have  been  in  Abfc. 
inelech  ;  the  piety  of  FJi  in  Hophni  and  Phinehas:  tic 
purity  and  integrity  of  oajuuql  in  Joel  and  Abiah,  nor  tlie' 

Wldtotti 


rcncc  of  all  virtue,  will  always  be  jult  and  gooa  ; 
the  whole  power  into  the  hands  of  every  man,  w 
child,  that  fhall  be  born   in  governing  families 
fuppofition,  that  a  thing  will  happen,  which  nc 
or  that  the  weakcft  and  word  will  perform  all  th 
hoped,  and  was  feldom  accomplinicd  by  the  v 
bed,  cxpofing  whole  nations  to  be  deftroyed  w 
medy,  if  they  do  it  not?  And  if  this  be  madnefs 
trcmity,  it  is  to  be  prefumcd,  that  nations  ncvci 
any  fuch  thing,  unlcfs  our  author  prove,  that  j 
have  been  mad   from  the  beginning,   and  mi 
continue  to  be  fo.     To  cure  this,  he  fays,  tl 
•*  neratc  into  tyrants  i"  and  if  he  meant  as  he 
would  be  enough.      For  a  king  cannot  degci 
a  tyrant  by  departing  from  that  law,  wh  ich  i 
product  of  his  own  will.     But  if  he  do  deg< 
xnuft   be  by  departing  from  that,   which  doc 
pcnd    upon   his   will,    and   is  a   rule   prefcril 
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^  king,  dcgehcratcs  into  a  tyrant,  and  becomes  the  v\tt^ 
f<  gerent  of  the  devil.*'  But  I  hope  this  muft  be  uruM^ 
ftood  with  temperament,  and  a  due  confideration  of  htt^^ 
fluui  frailty,  fo  as  to  mean  only  thofe  injuries  that  art  tk^ 
treme;  for  other  wife  he  would  terribly  (hake  altthd 
cnmns  of  the  world. 

But  left  our  author  fliould  be  thought  once  in  hrs  liftf 
to  have  dealt  finccrely,  and  fpoken  truth,  the  next  linn^ 
(hew  the  fraud  of  his  lad  afiertion,  by  giving  te  file 
prince  a  power  of  **  mitigating  or  interpredng  the  l«i^' 
**  that  he  fees  to  be  rigorous  or  doubtful."  But  aiB  hd 
cannot  degenerate  into  a  tyrant  by  departing  from  die  j 
law,  which  proceeds  from  his  own  will,  fo  he  canndt  '  '^ 
mttigatc  or  interpret  that  which  proceeds  from  a  fuperidir 
power,  unleCs  the  right  of  mitigating  or  interpreting  be 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  fame.  For  as  all  wife  men 
confefs,  that  ^<  *  none  can  abrogate,  but  thofe  who  may 
*<  inAitute,"  and  that  all  mitigation  and  interpretatiort 
varying  from  Jhe  true  fcnfc  is  an  alteration,  that  altera^ 
don  is  an  abrogation  ;  for  t  whatfoever  is  changed,  is  dif- 
iblved  :  and  tlicrclcrc  the  povjer  of  mitigating  is  infepa- 
rable  from  that  of  inftitufin^.  This  is  fuflScicntly  evi- 
denced by  Hcnr}'  the  Eighth's  anfwcr  to  tlic  fpecch  made 
to  him  by  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfc  of  commons  1545,  in 
which  he,  though  one  of  the  moft  violent  princes  we  ever 
had,  confcffes  the  parliament  to  be  the  hw-makcrs,  and 
ihat  an  obligation  lay  upon  him  rightly  co  ufe  the  power 
with  which  he  was  tntrulkd.     The  right  tlicreforc  of 

*  CuJMcftiniliiLcre,  ejus  eft  abrogare. 

i  ^cic(|uiU  u)iti:ir,  (iili'uKitur :  in;  rit  ergo.. 
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^teriog  being  mfeparable  from  that  of  makii^  lawj<,  the 
^nc  bcmg  m  !}ie  prirliatncntt  the  other  mull  be  fa  alfo. 
f  ortcfcuc  fayi  phinly,  the  king  cannot  change  any  bw! 
Hiagpa  charfa  cafts  all  upon  *  th*?  laws  of  the  land,  and 
Cunofus  of  England  I  bu.t  ro  fay,  that  ihc  king  caji  by  hi» 
^'tll  make  that  to  be  a  cuftom,  or  an  ancient  law,  which 
k  not,  or  that  not  to  be  (6  which  t»,  is  mod  abfurd. 
He  muft  thciefore  take  the  laws  and  cuftoms  as  he  findt 
thcmp  and  can  neither  detxad  from  nor  add  any  thing  to 
them,      Tlie  ways  are  prcfcribed  as  well  as  the  end. 
Judgments  aie  given  bv  equals,    "  per  pares/'     The 
jotiges^  HI  ho  may  be  affsHing  to  thofe,  are  fworn  to  prcN 
^ped  accocding  to  law,  and  not  to  regard  the  king's  letters 
m  conimands*     The  doubtful  cafes  arc  rcferved,  and  to 
he leferrcd tOiChc parliament^  as  in  the  ftatute  of  35  Edw. 
JIL  concerning  treafona,  but  never  to  the  king.     The 
law  intending  that  thefjB  parliaments  (hbuld  be  annual, 
ind  leaving  to  the  king  a  power  of  calling  them  more 
often,  if  occafion  require,  takes  away  alWpretence  of  a 
sccefljty,  that  there  fliould  be  any  other  power  to  inter- 
pret or  mitigate  laws.     For  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that 
there  fhould  be  fuch  a  pcftilent  evil  in  any  ancient  law, 
cuftom  or  later  ad  of  parliament,  which,  being  on  the 
fudden  difcovcrcd,  may  not  without  any  great  prejudice 
continue  for  forty  days,  till  a  parliament  may  be  called  ; 
ivhercas  the  force  and  eiVence  of  all  laws  would  be  fub- 
vcrted,  if,  under  colour  of  mitigating  and  interpreting,. 
the  power  of  altering  were  allowed  to  kings^  who  often 

♦  Irges  Ufiic,  Si.  confuciudiiics  An^^'i*. 
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"Want  tAe  inclination^  and  for  the  moft  part  Ae  ca^acitjr^ 
of  doing  it  rightly.     It  is  not  therefore  upon  the  uncer-^  . 
.  tain  will  or  undcrftanding  of  a  prince,  that  the  fafety  of  . 
a  nation  ought  to  depend.     He  is  fometimes  a  child,  and 
fometimes  overburdened  with  years.     Some  are  weak, 
negligent,  flothful,  fooHfli,  or  vicious  ;  others,  who  maf . 
have  fometbing  of  redlitude  in  their  intendons,  and  ni/* 
turally  are  not  uncapable  of  dding  well,  are  drawn  out    • 
of  the  right  way  by  the  fubtilty  of  ill  men,  who  gaiA  -^ 
cmiit  with  them.    That  rule  muft  always  be  uncertidiiy' ';'' 
and  fiibjed  to  be  diftorted,  which  dependa  upon  thft  * 
fimcy  of  fiioh  a  man.     He  always  fludiuates,  and  evcff 
|faffiion  that  arifes  in  his  mind,  or  is  infufcd  by  ddici^ 
dlfordors:  him.     The  good  of  a  pe<^le  ought  to  be  efta*- 
bliftied  upon  a  more  folid  foundation.     For  this  reafon^ 
fhe  law  is  eilabllfhed,  which  no  paffion  can  difturb.     It 
lavpidof deiireand  fear,  luftand  anger.     It  is  <<  mens 
«<  fliie  aflbAu,-'  written  reafon  retaining  fome  meafure  of 
rtle  divine  perfsdion.     It  does  not  injoin  that  which 
l^flis  a  weak,  frail  man  {  but,  without  any  regard  to 
perfons,  oomndands  that  which  is  good,  and  punifhes  evU 
in  all,  whether  rich  or  poor,  high  or  low.     It  is  dea^ 
IfVsxofable,  inflexible. 

By  this  nseans,^  every  man  knows  when  he  is  fiife,  or 
iff-  daf^ei^  becaufe  he  knows  whether  he  has  done  good 
OP  evil.  But  if  all  depended  upon  the  will  of  a  man,  the 
WmA  would  be  often  the  moft  fafc,  and  the  hc&  in  the 
jp^amft  haiaiid ;  ikvos  would  be  often*  advanced,  the 
gD0d  aad  the  brave  fcomed  an(|-  ntrgle^d*  The  moft 
genefouv'  nalioitt  have  Kbove-  all  things  foa|jht  to  avoid 
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this  evil :  md  the  vimie,  wifdoifit  and  gencrofity  of  cach^ 
fDtV  be  4l(ceincd  by  the  right  hidng  of  the  rule,  that 
moil  he  the  guide  of  even'  man's  lifc»  and  foconftituting 
tbeir  magtflracf,  that  it  may  be  duty  obfcrved.  Such  as 
have  attained  to  this  perfe^on,  have  always  flourifhed  in 
virtue  zd6  happiaefs:  they  arc,  as  Ariflotk  fnys,  go- 
■  vemcd  by  God,  rather  than  by  ment  whilft  thofc  who  fub- 
.  /  jeficd  themfetves  to  the  wUi  of  a  man»  were  governed 
by  a  beafl. 

'•  This  being  fo,  our  author's  next  daufef  that  **  though 
**  a  king  do  fram£  a!t  his  aflions  to  be  according  unto 
^  lawy  yet  he  is  not  bound  thereunto,  but  as  his  good 

'  yi  will,  and  for  goed  example,  or  fo  far  forth  as  the  ge« 
♦*  joeral  hw,  for  the  fafety  of  die  commonwealth,  doth 
.'^  naturally  bind  him/'  is  wholly  impertinent.  For  if 
die  king,  who  governs  not  according  to  law,  degenerates 
into  a  tyrant,  he. is  obliged  to  frame  his  adtions  according 
'to  law,  or  not  to.be  a  king  ;  for  a  tyrant  is  none,  but  as 
contrary  to  him,  as  the  word  of  men  is  to  the  beft.  But 
if  thelie  obligations  were  untied,  we  may  eafily  guefs, 
what  focttrity  our  author's  word  can  be  to  us,  that  the 

*  king  of  his  own  good  will,  and  for  a  good  example,  will 
frame  his  anions  according  to  the  laws ;  when  experience 

.   infiruds  us,  that  notwithftanding  the  ftrideft  laws,  and 

*"'  moft  exqukite  conftitutions,  that  men  of  the  beft  abilities 

in  the  world  could  ever  invent  to  reftrain  the  irregular 

appetites  of  thofe  in  power,  with  the  dreadful  examples 

of  vengeance  taken  againft  fuch  as.  would  not  be  re* 

.   firained,  they  have  frequently  broken  out;   and  the  moft 

/   powerful  have,  for  the  moft  part,  no  other  wife  diftin* 
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^i(hed  thcrafelvcs  from  the  reft  of  mcti,  than  by  the 
enormity  of  their  vices,  and  being  the  moft  forward  in 
leading  others  to  all  manner  of  crimes  by  their  example^  ■ 


SECT.     XVI. 

TJf  ohfervation  of  the  laws  of  nature  is  ahfurd\y  eXf^ 
feUed  from  tyrant  s^  who  Jet  themf elves  up  againjt  alt  - 
laws :    and  he  that  fubjeSfs  kings  to  no  other  law  iba^  • 
what  is  common  to  tyrants,  defiroys  their  being.         *• ' . 

.  OUR  author's  laft  claufe,  acknowledging  kings  to  be. 
bound  by  a  general  law  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the 
people,  would  be  fufficient  for  my  purpofe,  if  it  wert* 
fincerc;  for  municipal  laws  do  only  (hew  how  that 
(hould  be  performed :  and  if  the  king,  by  departing  from 
that  rule,  degenerare«,  as  he  fays,  into  a  tyrant,  it  it- 
eafily  determined  what  ought  then  to  be  done  by  th« 
people.  But  his  whole  hook  being  a  heap  of  contra- 
didions  and  frauds,  we  can  rely  upon  nothing  that  he 
fays:  and  his  following  words,  which  under  the  fame 
law  comprehend  both  kings  and  tyrants,  flicw  that  he 
intends  kings  fliould  be  no  otherwife  obliged  than  tyrants, 
which  is  not  at  all.  "  By  this  means,"  fays  he,  "  are 
"  all  kings,  even  tyrants  and  conquerors,  bound  to  pre- 
**  fcrve  the  lands,  goods,  liberties,  and  lives  of  all  their 
•*  fubje6td>  not  by  any  municipal  law  of  the  land,  fa 
**  much  as  by  the  natural  law  of  a  father,  which  obligeth 
*♦  them  tP  ratify  the  a<fts  of  their  forefathers  and  predc- 
X  a  «ct«^at% 


^  eeflS^r^  ill  thu^  nece&try  for  Hm  poblic  godd  oC  tttdf^ 
"  rubj««^«*"  if  he  be  therefore  Ln^thc  righi,  tynnts  and 
cojiquec«Qrt  afe  kii^  and  fathCTs,  The  wtofds  that  hmvo 
been  always  thought  to  comprehend  the  mod  iircconci- 
leable  conrraricty,  the  one  cxprcffing  the  moft  tender 
love  and  care,  evidently  teflified  by  the  greateft  obliga« 

*  ;tJom  conferred  upon  thdfc  who  are  under  it  ^    the  other 

•  (Jie  utmoU  of  all  injuries  that  cati  be  ofFcfcd  to  men; 

v^gntfy  the  fame  tiling  i   there  is  no  difference  between 

*'  -.^  njagiArate  who  i*  what  he  i&  by  kw,   and  a  public 

%  enemy,  who  by  force  Of  fraud  fets  htmfelf  up  againfl  all 

'  law:    and  what  he  faid  before,  that  kings  degenerated 

miatytaok%  figiyfie»  nothing ;  for  tyrants  alfo  are  kings. 

Hk.  next  words  axe  no  lefs  incomprehenfible :  for  nei- 

dicr  kiag  noc  tynnt  can  be  obliged  to  preferve  the  lands, 

gbods,  and  liberties  of  their  fubjedts,  if  they  have  none. 

But  as  liberty  oonfifU  only  in  being  fubje6t  to  no  man'd 

willy  and  nothing  denotes  a  flave  but  a  dependancc  upon 

the. will  of  another;    if   there  be  no  other  law  in  a 

kingdom  than  the  will  of  a  prince,  there  is  no  fuch  thing 

as  liberty.     Proper^  is  alfo  an  appendage  to  liberfy :  and 

it  is  as  iropoilible  for  a  man  to  have  a  right  to  lands  or 

goods,  as  if  he  hat  no  liberty,  and  enjoys  his  life  only 

at  the  pleafure  of  another,  as  it  is  to  enjoy  either,  when 

he  is  deprived  of  them.    He  therefore  who  fays  kings  and 

tyrants  are  bound  to  preferve  their  fubjedts  lands,  llber- 

^ties,   goods,  and  lives,  and  yet  lays  for  a  foundation, 

that,  laws  are  no  more  than  the  (ignifkations  of  their 

pleafure,  feeke  to  delude  the  world  with  words  which 

^mfyoptbing. 
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«  The  vsRikyof  Aefeivhimfies  will  futher  appesR',  ifk 
be  confidcred^  that  as  kings  are  kings  by  law,  afid  tynuit 
are  tyrants  by  o\erthrowing  the  law ;  they  are  Aioft  ab- 
fcrdly  joined  together ;  and  it  is  not  more  ridtculotis  to 
bt  him  above  the  law,  who  is  what  he  is  by  the  law^ 
than  to  expefi  the  obfervation  of  the  laws  that  injoin  the 
prefervatfon  of  the  lands,  liberties,  goods,  and  lives,  of 
the  people,  from  one  who  by  fraud  or  violence  makes 
himfelf  mader  of  all,  that  he  may  be  retrained  by  no 
law,  and  is  what  he  is  by  fubvcrting  all  law. 

Befides,  if  the  fafcty  of  the  people  be  the  fupreme  law, 
and  this  fafety  extend  to^  and  con(i(l  in,  the  prefervation 
of  their  liberties,  goods,  lands,  and  lives,  that  law  muft 
nccelTarily  be  the  root  and  beginning,  as  well  as  the  end 
and  limit,  of  all  magiilratical  power,  and  all  laws  muft 
be  fubfcrvient  and  fubordinatc  to  it.  The  queftion  will 
not  then  be  what  pleafes  the  king,  but  what  is  good  for, 
the  people ;  not  what  conduces  to  his  profit  or  glor)', 
but  what  beft  fecures  the  liberties  he  is  bound  to  pre- 
fervc :  he  does  not  therefore  reign  for  himfelf,  but  for  the 
people  ;  he  is  not  the  mailer,  but  the  fervant  of  the  com- 
monwcahh  \  and  the  utmoil  extent  of  his  prerogative  i% 
to  be  able  to  do  more  good  than  any  private  man.  l£ 
this  be  his  work  and  duty,  it  is  cafily  feen  whether  he  is, 
to  judge  of  his  own  performance,  or  they  by  whom,  and 
for  whom,  he  reigns ;  and  whether,  in  order  to  this,  he 
be  to  give  laws,  or  to  receive  them.  It  is  ordinarily  faid 
in  France,  "  II  faut  que  chacun  foit  fcrvi  a  fa  mode ;" 
Every  man's  bufinefs  miiH  be  dope  according  to  his  own 
mind:    and  if  this  be  true  in  particular  perfoiis,  ic  is 

X   3  TW0X5i 


(l8  DISCOURSES    Olf 

more  plainly  fo  in  whale  nattofis*  Many  fyes  fee  more 
than  one;  the  collc^cd  wifdom  of  a  people  much  fur- 
paflcs  that  of  a  finglc  p^rfon ;  and  though  he  ibouM  truly 
feck  that  which  is  belt,  it  is  not  probable  he  would  fo 
€aii]y  Und  it,  as  the  body  of  a  nation ^  or  the  principal 
mrn  chofcn  to  rcprefent  the  whole.  This  may  be  fald 
vith  juftice  of  the  beft  and  wifeft  princes  fliat  ever  were ; 
but  another  language  is  to  be  ufed,  wheii  we  fpcak  of 
tfiofe  who  may  fucceed,  and  who  very  often,  through  the. 
defeats  of  age,  perfon,  or  fex,  are  neither  fit  to  judge  of 
other  mens  affairs,  nor  of  their  own  ;  and  are  fo  far  from 
being  capable  of  the  highcft  concernments  relating  to 
the  hfcty  of  whole  nations,  that  the  moft  trivial  cannot 
Tcafonably  be  referred  to  them. 

There  arc  few  men  (except  fuch  as  are  like  Filmer, 
who  by  bidding  defiance  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man, 
fecms  to  declare  war  againft  both)  whom  I  would  not 
truft  to  determine  whether  a  people,  that  can  never  fall 
into  nonage  or  dotage,  and  can  never  fail  of  having  men 
of  wifdom  and  virtue  amongft  them,  be  not  more  fit  to 
judge  in  their  own  perfons,  or  by  rcprcfcntatives,  what 
conduces  to  their  own  good,  than  one  who  at  a  venture 
may  be  born  in  a  certain  family,  and  who,  befides  his 
own  infirmities,  paflions,  vices,  or  interefts,  is  continu- 
ally furrounded  by  fuch  as  endeavour  to  divert  him  from 
the  ways  of  truth  and  juftice.  And  if  no  rcafonablc  man 
dare  prefer  the  latter  before  the  former,  we  mut'l  rely 
upon  the  laws  made  by  our  forefathers,  and  interpreted 
by  the  nation,  and  not  upon  the  will  of  a  man. 

Jt  is  in  vain  to  fay,  that  a  wife  and  good  council  may 

fupply 
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Aipplf  the  defeds,  or  correct  the  vices,  of  a  yonngi 
fbolifli,  or  ill-difpofed  king:.  For  Filmer  denies,  dnt  a 
kii^y  whatever  he  be,  withoot  exception  ffbr  he  attri- 
butes profound  wifdom  t<>  nil),  is  obliged  to  fallow  the  ad- 
vice of  his  council  ^  and  even  he  would  hardly  have  hacf 
the  impudence  to  fay,  that  good  council,  given  to  a 
foolifh  or  wicked  prince,  were  of  any  value,  unlefs  he 
were  obliged  to  follow  it.  This  council  muft  he  chofcn' 
by  him,  or  impofcd  upon  him :  if  it  be  impofcd  upon 
him,  it  mu(l  be  by  a  power  .that  is  above  him,  which  he 
fays  cannot  be.  Ifchofcn  by  him  who  is  weak,  fooliffaji 
or  wicked,  it  can  never  be  good ;  beciufe  fucA  virtue  and 
wifdom  is  required  to  difcern  and  chufe  a  few  good  and 
wife  men,  from  a  multitude  of  fooHfh  and  bad,  as  he  has 
not.  And  it  will  generally  fall  out,  that  he  will  take 
for  his  counfellors,  rather  thofe  he  believes  to  be  addi£)ed 
to  his  perfon  or  intcre^s,  than  fuch  as  are  fitly  qualified 
to  perform  the  duty  of  their  places.  But  if  he  (houldn 
by  chance,  or  contrary  to  his  intentions,  mnkc  choice  of 
fome  good  and  wife  men,  the  matter  would  not  be  much 
mended ;  for  they  will  certainly  differ  in  opinion  from 
the  worft.  And  though  the  prince  fhoalc!  intend  well, 
of  which  there  is  no  atVurance  ;  nor  any  rvAiuw  to  put  fo 
great  a  power  into  his  bands,  if  there  be  none ;  it  is  al- 
moft  impoflible  for  him  to  avoid  the  fnarvs  that  will  be 
laid  to  feduce  him.  I  know  not  how  tn  put  a  better  face 
upon  this  matter ;  for  if  I  examine  rarner  what  is  pro- 
bable than  polllble,  foolilh  or  ill  princes  will  never  chufc 
fuch  as  arc  wife  and  good  ;  but  favouring  thofe  who  are 
moflliketo  tliemfclves,  \iill  prefer  fuch  as  fccond  their 
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viccst  humours^  and  per fooal  iatcFeftsj  attd,  hj  fo  ddijif , 
yiU  rather  fortify  and  rivet  the  evils  that  are  brought 
uposi  the  nation  through  their  iJefeds^  than  cure  thcnt* 
This  wa£  evident  in  Rcboboam :  h<^  had  good  counfd^ 
but  he  WDuld  not  hearken  to  it-     Wc  know  too  many  of 
the  fame  fort ;  and  tlvough   it  were  not  impoffible  (es 
M^elHMlUj  (if  it  U)  for  a  weak  piinbe  Id  reoBivie  aiqf 
Vfi^t  &4i^  B  good  coundly  we  [mty  tertikiljr  i2mc)iRie» 
lij^^  |i  jpeopk  can  never  expedl  any  good  &»in  a  eounojl 
^ofen  by  o^e  who  is  weak  or  vicious. 
,  (f  a  council  be  impofed  upon  him,  tnd  he  be  oUig^i 
119  follow  their  advice,  it  mud  be  impofed  by  a  power 
t^t  is  above  him:  his  will  therefore  is  not  a  law  ;  but 
iprmft  be  regulated  by  the  law :  the  monarchy  is  not  above 
the  law;  and  if  we  will  believe  our   author,  it   is   no 
aoonarchy,  becaufe  the  monarch  has  not  his  will,  and  per- 
haps he  fays  true.     For  if  that  be  an  arirtocracy,  where 
thofe  that  are,  or  arc  reputed  to  be,  the  bcft,  do  govern, 
then  that  is  certainly  a  mixed  ftate,  in  which  the  will  of 
one  man  does  not  prevail.     But  if  princes  are  not  obliged 
by  the  law,  all  that  is  founded  upon  that  fuppoGtion  falls 
to  the  ground :  they  wiil  always  follow   their  own  hu- 
mours, or  the   fuggeftions   of  thofe   who   fecond  them. 
Tiberius  hearkened  to  none  but  Chaldeans,  or  the  mi- 
nifters  of  his  impurities  and  cruelties:  Claudius  was  go- 
verned by  flaves,  and  the  profligate  Orumpets  his  wives. 
There  were  many  wile  and  good  men  in  tliefenate  during 
the  reigns  of  Caligula,  Nero,  and  Domitian  ;  but  inftead 
of  following  their  counfel,  they  endeavoured  to  dertroy 
ihem  all,  left  they  ftiould  head  the  people  againft  them  . 

and 
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and  Aidi  princes  as  xc&voiAc  them  viU  always  follow  dio 
Ukc  courfes.  '' 

If  I  often  repeat  thefe  hateful  namesi  it  is  not  for  imit^ 
of  freiher  examples  of  the  fame  nature ;  but  I  cfaufe  foch 
as  mankind  has  univerfally  condemned^  againft  whom  1 
can  have  no  other  caufe  of  hatred  than  what  is  common  to 
all  thdfe  who  have  any  love  to  virtue^  and  which  can 
have  no  other  relation  to  the  controverlics  of  later  ag^' 
tiban  what  may  flow  from  the  iimilitude  of  their  caufes^^ 
rather  than  fuch  as  are  too  well  known  to  us,  and  which 
every  man,  according  to  the  mcafure  of  his  experience^' 
may  call  to  mind  in  reading  thefe.     I  may  alfo  add,  that' 
as  nothing  is  to  be  received  as  a  general  maxim,  which  is 
not  generally  true,  I  need  no  more  to  overthnuv  fuch  as 
Filmcr  propofes,  than  to  prove  how  frequently  they  ha^^e 
been  found  falfc,  and  what  defperate  mifchiefs  have  been 
brought  upon  the  world  as  often  as  they  have  l^een  prac- 
tifed,  and  exceflive  powers  put  into  the  hands  of  fuch  as 
had  neither  inclination  nor  ability  to  make  a  goo^oifedf 
them. 

!•  But  if  the  fafcty  of  nations  be  the  end  for  which  go- 
vernments arc  inftituted,  fuch  as  take  upon  them  16 
govern,  by  what  title  focver,  are  by  the  Izir  of  nature 
bound  to  procure  it ;  and  in  order  to  this,  to  prcfervc  the 
lives,  lands,  liberties,  an^i  goods,  of  every  one  of  their 
fubjcdls:  and  he  that,  upon  any  title  whatfoevcr,  pre* 
tends,  affumes,  or  excrcifes  a  power  of  difpoflng  of  them 
according  to  his  will,  violates  the  laws  of  nature  in  thQ 
Jhighcft  degree. 

2«  If  all  princes  arc  obliged,  by  tlie  l^w  of  nature,  toi 
'^  prcfervc 
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prcfervc  the  lands,  goods,  lives,  and  liberties,  of  their 
fubj^s,  thofc  fubjcfts  have,  by  the  law  of  nature,  a 
fight  tO: their  libcrtres,  lands,  goods,  &c.  a^  cannot  de- 
pend upon  the  will  of  »ny  man  ^  for  that  dependence 
deftfoys  ia>erty,  &c, 

3.  Ill  nnen  will  not,  and  weak  men  cannot,  provide 
for  the  fafety  of  the  people  ;  nay,  the  work  is  of  fuch 
cxtrenrre  difficulty,  that  the  greateft  and  wifeft  men  that 
kavc  been  in  the  world  are  not  able,  by  thcmfelves,  to^ 
perform  it;  and  the  afliiiance  of  counfel  is  of  no  ufe, 
wilefs  princes  are  obliged  to  foUow  it.  There  muft  be 
therefore  a  power  in  every  ftate  to  reOrain  the  ill,  and  to 
ittftrutft  weak  princes,  by  obliging  them  to  follow  the 
CQunfefe  given,,  clfc  the  ends  of  government  cannot  be 
aceomplifhcd,  nor  the  riglits  of  natrons  preferved. 

All  this  being  no  more  than  is  faid  by  our  author,  or 
nccclVarily  to  be  deduced  from  his  propolitions,  6nc 
would  think  he  were  become  as  ^ood  n  commonwcaths- 
man  as  Cato;  but  tlie  walhed  iVine  will  return  to  thr 
mire.  He  overthrows  all  by  a  prcpoflerous  conjunction 
€>f  the  rFghts  of  kings,  which  are  jufl,  and  by  law,  with 
thofc  of  tyrants,  which  are  utterly  againli  law  ,  and  gives 
the  fiKred  and  gentle  name  of  father  to  thoic  bcalis,  who 
by  their  acHons  declare  thcmfelvcs  enemies  not  only  to  all 
law  and  juftice,  but  to  mankind,  that  cannot  fuhfift  with- 
out them.  Tliis  require*  ix>  other  pr(x:)f,  than  to  exa- 
mine whether  Attila  or  Tamerlane  did  well  dcfcrvc  to  be 
called  iatiiers  oF  the  countries  they  deilroycd.  The  tirl> 
ofthcfe  was  ufually  called  the  fcourgc  of  God,  and  he 
jloried  in  the  name.     The  other,  being  reproved  for  the 
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d^fcftablc  cruelties  he  exercifed,  made  anfwer„  "  You 
''  fpe^ik  to  me  as  to  a  man:  I  am  not  a  man,  but  tH^ 
'*  fcourgc  of  God,  and  plague  of  mankind."*  This  is 
certainly  fwect  and  gentle  language,  favouring  much  of  a 
fatherly  tendernefs  no  doubt,  that  thqfe  who  ufe  it  will 
provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  nations  under  them,  and  the 
prefcrvation  of  the  laws  of  nature  is  rightly  referred  tq 
them ;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that  they  who  came  to 
turn  the  countries,  and  dcftroy  the  nations,  that  fell 
under  their  power,  (liould  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  pre- 
fer ve  them,  and  look  upon  the  former  governors  "  as 
**  their  fathers,  whofe  a6ls  they  were  obliged  to  confirm,"  . 
tliough  they  feldom  lUtiiined  to  the  dominion  by  any  other 
means,  than  the  flaughter  of  them,  and  their  families. 

But  if  the  enmity  be  not  againft  the  nation,  and  the 
caufe  of  the  war  be  only  for  dominion  againft  the  ruling 
perfon  or  family,  as  that  of  Baafha  againft  the  houfe  of 
Jeroboam,  of  Zmiri  againft  that  of  Baafhn,  of  Omri 
againft  Zimri,  and  of  Jehu  againft  Joram,  the  profecution 
of  it  is  a  ftrange  way  of  becoming  the  fon  of  the  pcxfoa 
deftroycd.  And  Filmcr  alone  is  fubtil  enough  to  difco- 
ver,  that  Jehu,  by  cxtinguiihingthc  houfc  of  Ahab,  drew 
an  obligation  upon  himfelf,  of  locking  on  him  as  his  hiR 
father,  and  eonrtrming  his  a^ls.  If  this  be  true,  Mofcs 
was  obliged  to  confirm  the  ads  of  the  kings  of  the  Ama- 
lekites,  Moabites,  and  Amorites,  thac  he  deftroved ;  the 
fame  duty  lay  uy.on  Joftiua,  in  relation  to  the  Canaanites : 
but  it  is  not  fo  cafily  decided,  to  which  of  them  he  did 
owe  that  deference  ;  for  liic  fame  could  not  be  due  to  al!^ 

*  Vit.  Tamcrl.  Hift.Thuan. 

and 


gt4  DISCOUKfES    OH 

an4  It  is  hard  to  believe,  that  by  killing  above  thirty  kingsl 
htfhould  purchaft  to  himfdf  fo  many  fathers;  and  the 
like  may  be  fald  of  divers  others. 

Moreover,  there  h  a  fort  of  tyrant  who  has  no  farficr, 
js  Agathocles,  Dionyfius,  C^tfar,  and  generally  all  thofc 
who  fubvert  the  liberties  of  their  own  country.  And  if 
Ihcy  ftood  obliged  to  look  upon  the  former  migiflratcs  as 
flieir  prciJcccfTors,  and  to  confirm  their  ads,  the  firil 
fliould  have  been  to  give  impunity  and  reward  to  any  diat 
would  kill  them,  it  having  been  a  fundamental  maum 
in  thofe  ftatcs,  "  •  that  any  man  might  kill  a  tyrant." 

This  being  in  all  rcfpccls  ridiculous  and  abfurd,  it  is 
evident,  that  our  author,  who,  by  propofing  fuch  a  falfe 
fecurity  to  nations  for  their  liberties,  endeavours  to  betray 
them,  is  not  Icfs  treacherous  to  kings,  when,  under  a 
pretence  of  defending  their  rights,  he  makes  them  to  be 
the  fame  with  thofe  of  tyrants,  who  arc  kno\^  n  to  have 
none  (and  are  tyrants,  bcca  jfc  they  have  non} ;  and  gives 
no  other  hopes  to  nations  of  being  prcfcrvcd  hv  tlic  kings 
they  fct  up  for  that  end,  than  wliat  upon  the  fame  account 
may  be  expected  from  tyrants,  whom  all  wlTc  men  have 
ever  abhorred,  and  affirmed  to  hive  been  '*  produced  t 
to  bilng  dcilruction  upon  the  world,*'  and  whofc  lives 
ha\*  vrriiicvl  the  fcntence. 

This  is  truly  to  dcpofe  and  abolilh  kings,  by  abolifh- 
jng  that  by  which,  and  tor  which,  tlicy  are  (o.  The 
gre.itnrfs  or  their  power,  riches,  i\atc,  and  tlic  plc.ifures 
|hat  accompany  them,  cannot  but  create  enemies^     Some 

♦  Uaicn  qii"  Here  tyrannuQi  ocridcrc. 
•*  In  gc-ncris  hunuai  cxiuum  latui. 


witt  cArf  diat:  which  is  accounwd  luppiiic^l ;  otheni  wmf 
^Uikc  the  ufe  thqr  make  of  tkm  po^ftrct:  fome  may  btt 
unjoflly  exaipemted  by  the  beft  of  their  a^Bans,  when 
they  iiod  themfdires  incommoded  by  thete ;  odiofis  finy 
be  Ux>  (bvere  judges  of  (light  nviearriages.  Theic  driqgK' 
nay  Mafoiiably  temper  the  joys  of  thofe,  who  dftli|^ 
inoftiatheadvantages  of  crowns.  But  the  worft^uuinuiftr 
dangefKMis;of  all  their  enemies  are  thefe  accurfed  fyoob. 
phantBy  who,  by  making  thofe  that  ought  to  be  the  beft' 
of  men;  like  to  the  worft,  defhroy  their  beuig^;  and  bgt 
|ievfuading  the  world  they  aim  at  the  (kme  things^  aadlape 
baMd  to  no  otheir  rule  than  b  commoatoall  tyvancsp 
g^  %  ikli)  pretence  to  ill  men  to  fay,  they  aret  ali  of  one- 
kindl  And  if  this  (hould  be  received  for  truth,  even  thcf 
who  diiftkthe  mifcarriagesof  their  governors  may  be  eafily* 
redrefTcd^  and:  disfire  no  more,  would  be  the  moft  fieffoe - 
in  procuring  the  deilrudtion  of  that,  which  h  naught  in 
^ncfpk^  and  oaniiot  be  corrcAcd* 
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Kings  cannot  be  tht.  interpret  en  of  the  oeUhs  they  tah^ 

'  OUR  author's  book  is  fo  full  of  abfurdities  and  co^ 
traditions,  that  it  would  be  a  rope  of  fand,  if  a  contimied 
ferics  of  frauds  did  not,  like  a  firing  of  poifpns  running 
through  the  whole,  give  it  fomc  confidence  with  itlel^ 
-and  flicw  it  to  be  the  work  of  one  and  the  fame  hand. 
/kfycx  havik^  endeavoured  to  fubvcrtthe  Uws  ofGbd;  na- 
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ore,  and  nattons,  moft  cfpccially  our  owrif  by  abufing 
he  Scriptures,  fa!fely  allcdging  the  auth*mty  of  many* 
good  writers,  and  fc<;king  tu  obtrude  upon  inankind  at 
jnivcrfal  law^  that  would  take  from  every  natinfitbc  right 
)f  cofiftituring  fuch  governments  within  themfelves,  as 
fceoi  moft  convenient  for  them,  and  giving  rules  for  th«; 
idminiftration  of  fuch  as  they  had  dkhliihed,  he  givctr 
js  a  full  view  of  his  religion  and  morals,  by  dcftroying 
he  force  of  the  oath  taken  by  our  kings  at  their  corona* 
iin.  "  Others''  fays  he,  **  affirm,  that  although  law* 
'*  of  themfelvcs  do  not  bind  kings,  yet  the  oaths  of  kings 
'*  at  their  coronation  tic  them  to  keep  all  the  laws  of  their 
'*  kingdoms.  How  far  this  is  true,  let  us  but  examine 
'*  the  oath  of  the  kings  of  England  at  their  coronation  i 
"  the  words  whereof  are  thcfe  :  **  Art  thou  pleafed  to 
'<  caufc  to  be  adminiftcred  in  all  thy  judgments,  Indif- 
'*  ferent  and  upright  jufticc,  and  to  ufc  difcretion  with 
"  mercy  and  verity  ?  Art  thou  picafed,  that  our  upright 
**  laws  and  cuftoms  be  obfcrvcd }  And  doft  thou  pro- 
"  mife,  that  thtjfc  fliall  be  protcfled  and  maintained  by 
»'  thee?"  &c.  To  which  the  king  anfwcrs  in  th<*  aifir- 
^*  mativc,  being  fir  ft  df  mancied  by  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
'*  terbury,  **  Plcafeth  it  you,  to  confirm  and  obferve  the 
"  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  ancient  times,  granted  from 
*'  God  byjuftnnd  devout  kings  unto  the  Eoglifh  nation 
"  by  oath  unto  the  faid  people,  cfpccially  the  laws,  libcr- 
"  tks,  and  culloms  granted  unto  the  clergy  and  laity  by 
the  famous  king  Edward?"  From' this  he  infers.  That 
tl|C  king  "  is  not  to  obferve  all  laws,  but  fuch  as  arc  up* 
"  right,  bccaufc  he  finds  evil  laws  mentioned  intlic  oath 
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"^^  of  Richard  the  ad^  which  he  fw^rs  to  abollth-:  ito# 
<f  what  laws  are  upright,  and  what  evil,  who  ihall  judge 
<f  hut  the  king?  &c*     So  that  in  efiedt  the  king  doth 
**  fwear  to  keep  no  laws  but  fuch  as  in  his  judgmcoC  amr 
*<  upright,  &c.     And  if  he  did  ftriftly  fwear  to  obfarvc- 
*i  all  laws,  he  could  not  without  perjury  give  his  confeiiK; 
**  to  the  repealing  or  abrogating  of  any  fta.ute  by  a<Sk  of 
"  parliament/'  &c.     And  again,  **  But,  let  it  be  fup- 
«  pofcd  for  truth,  that  kings  do  fwear  to  obferve  all  law*. 
^<  of  their  kingdoms;  yet  no  man  can  think  it  reafoi%< 
**  that  the  kings  (hould  be  more  bound  by  then*  voluntaijr 
"  oaths  than  Common  pcrfons:  now  if  a  private  perfoa. 
"  make  a  contract,  cither  with  oath,  or  without  oatfai^ 
"  he  is  no  farther  bound  than  the  equity  and  juTice  of  the 
*'  contraft  ties  him ;  for  a  man  may  have  relief  againft. 
'*  an  unreafonable  and  unjuft  promife,  if  either  dpcett 
"  or  error,  force  or  fear,  induced  him  thereunto ;  or  if 
*<  It  be  hurtful  or  grievous  in  the  performance^,  (ince  the. 
<*  law  in  many  cafes  gives  the  king  a  prerogative  above;^ 
"  common  pcrfons."     Left  I  (hould  be  thought  to  infift. 
upon  fmall  advantages,  I   will   not  oblige  any  man  to. 
(hew   where   Filmer  found  this  o^th,  nor  obferve   the 
faults  committed  in  the  tranflation ;  but  notwithftandixis 
his  falfe  reprefentation,  I  find  enough  for  my  purpoC^ 
and  intend  to  take  it  in  his  own  words.     But  firft  I-fhall 
take  kave  to  remark,  that  thofe  wfio,  for  private  inte* 
refts,  addiifl  themfelvcs  to  the  perfonal  fcRvicc  of  prince^ 
though  to  the  ruin  of  their  country,  find  it  impofllbk  to 
perfuade  mankind,  that  kings  may  govern  as  they  pleafi^ 
when  all  men  know  there  are  laws  to  dire&  aod  xeftram 

Ijicaa^ 
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thciUp  unlck  thty  can  make  mefv  believe  thef  have  their 
p3wer  fmm  an  univerfal  and  fupcfior  la«r  ;  or  that  princes 
can  atccmpc  to  dlffolvc  the  objigatigiis  laid  upon  th?m  by 
the  laws,  which  they  fo  folemnly  fware  to  obfen^c,  without 
rendering  thcmfclves  dcteftabk  to  God  and  man,  and 
fubje^t  to  the  revenging  hands  of  both,  unkfs  they  can 
invalidatr  thofe  oathff.  Mr^  Hbbbesi  I  thiiik,  mur  Ae* 
firft  who  very  ingensoafly  contrived  a  emipcndious  way  *^ 
of  juftifying  the  moft  abominri^le  peijuries,  and  sdl  iie 
mifchiefi  enfuing  thefeupon,  by  pretending,  that  aathe 
king's  oath  k  made  to  the  peopk,  the  people  may  abfoTve 
him  from  the  obligation ;  and  that  the  people  having 
conferred  upon  him  all  the  power  they  had,  he  can  do 
all  that  they  could:  he  can  therefore  abfolve  himfclf, 
and  is  adually  free,  iincc  he  is  fo  when  he  plcafes.  This 
is  not  falfe  in  the  mifior:  for  the  people  not  having  con- 
ferred upon  him  all,  but  only  a  part  of  their  power,  that 
of  abfolving  him  remains  in  themfelves,  otherwife  they 
wo^ld  never  have  obliged  him  to  take  the  oath.  He 
cannot  therefore  abfolve  himfclf.  The  pope  finds  a  help 
for  this,  and,  as  Chrift's  vicar,  pretends  the  power  of 
abfolution  to  be  in  him,  and  cxercifcd  it  in  abfolving 
king  John.  But  our  author,  defparing  to  impofe  either 
of  thefe  upon  our  age  and  nation,  with  more  impudence, 
and  lefs  wit,  would  enervate  all  coronation-oaths  by 
ftibjedting  them  to  the  difcretion  of  the  taker  ^  t  whereas 

^  Lib.  de  civ-e. 
'    i  Verb»  juraotit  obliprc  in  foofn  q«o  ca  crcdiiur  acccpifTc  cui  juntum 
elV— di^tisipfutcftrm  adhibcns  Dcum,  d.bet  dida  faccrc  ver*  quomodd 
puu(ij>wUifu    Gfouwdcjurt.  II.  i^i*.  1.  iuc.  i^ 
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all  men  have  hitherto  thought  their  fcrce  to  confift  in  the 
declared  fcnfe  of  thufe  who  give  them.     This  doflrinc  is 
fo  new,    that  it  furpaffes  the  fuhtilty  of  the  fchoolmen, 
who,  as  an  ingenious  porfon  faid  of  them,  had  minced 
oaths  fo  fine,  that  a  million  of  them,  as  well  as  nngels, 
may  flan  J  upon  the  point  of  a  needle  \   and  were  never 
yet  cquilkd  but  hy   the  Jcfuits,  who  hr.ve  ovcrthrovvn 
them  by  mental  refervations,  which  is  fo  clearly  demon- 
ftratcd  from  their  bo<>k^%  that  it  cannot  be  denied  ;    but 
fo  horrible,  that  even  thofe  of  their  own  order,  who  have 
the  Icaft  fpark  of  common  honrfty,  condemn  the  practice. 
And  one  of  them,  being  a  gentleman  of  a  good  family, 
told   me,   he  would  go  the  next  day  and   take  all  the 
oaths  that  ftiould  be  oflFered,  if  he  could  fatisfy  his  con- 
fcience  in  uling  any  manner  of  equivocation,  or  men- 
tal refervation  ;   or  that  he  might  put  any  other  fenfc 
upon  them,  than  he  knew  to  be  intended  by  thofe  who 
offered  them.     And  if  our  author's  confcience  were  not 
more  corrupted  than  that  of  the  Jefuit,  who  had  lived 
fifty  years  under  the  worft  difcipline  that  I  think  ever 
was  in  the  world,  I  would  afk  him  ferioufly,  if  he  truly 
believe,   that  the  n(>tility,   clergy,  and  commonalty  of 
England,  who  have  been  always  fo  zealous  for  their  an- 
cient laws,  and  fo  rcfolutc  in  defending  them,  did  mean 
no  more  by  the  oaths  tliey  fo  lolcmnly  impofcd,  and  upon 
which  they  laid  fo  much  wc'glit,   than^  that  the  king 
fhould  fwear  to  keep  them,  fo  far  only  as  ht  (hould  think 
fit.     But  "    he  fwears  only  to  ohfLrvr  diofc  th«?t  arc  jp- 
"  right,'*  &c.     How  can   tlmt  bi    inuicrltood  othcrwifc, 
than  that  thofe  who  give  the  (  aiii,  do  declare  tiieir  laws 
Vol.  II.  Y  *     and 
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and  cudomf  to  be  upright  and  good,  2nd  he  hj  talcing 
the  oath  affirms  them  to  be  fo?  Or,  how  cm  they 
be  more  precifely  fpccificd  than  by  the  enfiiing  claufe, 
**  Granted  from  God  by  juft  and  devoot  kings  by  oath, 
"  eipcc tally  thofe  of  the  famous  king  Edward  r"  But^ 
fays  he,  by  the  fame  oath  **  Richard  the  Second  was 
<*  bound  to  abolifh  thofe  tjiat  were  evil/*  If  any  fuch 
had  crept  in  through  error,  or  been  obtruded  by  malice, 
the  evil  being  difeovcred  and  declared  by  the  nobility  and 
commons  who  were  concerned,  he  was  not  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  them,  or  by  his  refufal  to  evade  the  abolition, 
but  to  join  with  his  people  in  annulling  them,  accord- 

.    ing  ,to  the  general  claufe  of  afTenting  to  thofe,  **  quas 
«  vulgus  clcgerit." 

.  Magna  Charta  being  only  an  abridgment  of  our  an- 
cient laws  and  cufioms,  the  king  that  fwears  to  it,  fwears 
to  them  all ;  and  not  being  admitted  to  be  the  interpreter 
of  It,  or  to  determine  what  is  good  or  evil,  fit  to  be  ob- 
fervcd  or  aniiulled  in  it,  can  have  no  more  power  over  the 
red.  This  having  been  confirmed  by  more  parliaments 
than  we  have  had  kings  fince  that  time,  the  fame  obliga- 
tion muft  ftili  lie  upon  them  all,  as  upon  John  and  Henry, 
in  whofc  time  that  claim  of  right  was  compiled.  The 
a6t  was  no  lefs  folemn  than  important ;  and  the  moft 
dreadful  curfes  that  could  be  conceived  in  words,  which 
were  denounced  againft  fuch  as  fliould  any  way  infringe 
it,  by  the  clergy  in  Weftminftcrrhall,  in  the  prefence, 
^'  and  with  the  affent,  of  King  Henry  the  Third,  many  of 

X  dbe  principal  nobility,  and  all  the  eibites  of  the  kingdom, 
whether  it  was  referred  to  the  kill's  judgment  or 

not  ; 
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hot ;  When  it  is  evident  they  feai^d  the  violation  from  no 
other  than  himfelf,  and  fuch  as  he  fhould  employ.  I  con- 
fefs  the  church  (as  tliey  then  called  the  clei^gy)  was  fallen 
into  fuch  corruption^  that  their  arms  were  riot  much  to  bC; 
feared. by  one  who  had  his  confcieilce  clear;  but  that 
could  not  be  in  the  cafe  of  perjury:  and  our  anceAors 
could  do  no  better,  than  to  employ  the  fpiritual  fword^ 
referving  to  themfelves  the  ufe  of  the  other,  in  cafe  thaf 
ihould  be  defpifed.  Though  the  pope's  excommunica- 
tions prQved  fometimes  to  be  but  **  bruta  fulmina/'  when 
a  jud.caufe  was  wanting,  it  may  be  eaiily  judged,  what 
obedience. a  prince  could  expc6i  from  his  fubjeds^  when 
every  man  knew  he  had  by  perjury  drawn  the  moft  heavy 
curfes.  uppn  himfelf.  King  John  was  certainly  wicked^ 
but  he  durft  hot  break  thefe  bonds  till  he  had  procured 
the  pope's  abfolution  for  a  covet" :  and  when  he  had  done 
ib|  he  found  liimfclf  unfafe  under  it,  aihd  could  not  make 
good  wh^t  he  had  promifed  to  the  pope  to  obtain  it^  the 
p^liament  declaring,  that  his  grants  to  the  pope  were 
unjuft,  illegal,  contrary  to  his  coroiiation-oath,  and  that 
they  would  not  be  held  by  them.  This^'went  fo  far  in 
that  king's  time,  that  Writs  were  iffued  out  to  men  of  all 
conditions  to  oblige  themfelves  by  oath  to  keep  the  great 
charter  ;  and  if  other  means  failed^  **  *  to  compel  the  king 
^'  to  perform  the  conditions."  It  is  exprefsly  faid  in  his 
charter,  ^'  t  That  the  barons  and  commonalty  of  the  land 

*  Et  quod  ipfum  rcg'^m  per  captionem  diftringereot  Sc  gravarent  ad 
prcfata  cxequcndj. 

t  Et  ipfi  barones  cum  conimunitate  totlua  terrx  dlftringent  Sc  gravabun( 
nos  modis  omnibus  quibus  poterutr,  fcilicet  per  captionem  caftronim,  ler* 
rarum,  pofTcflionura,  Sc  aliis  mudis  quibus  potucrior^  donee  emendauim 
fuerit  fecundum  arbitXMim  eonim. 
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'*  If^ll  ftieightcn  an<i  compel  as  by  all  ificam  pnHibfc,  2J* 
«  ty  fcl/iivour  towns,  lands^  antl  polTcOlons,  or  any 
'^  Olhct  waj  *  lili  fatirfadion  be  made  according  to  their 
"  [jldftire/*  And  in  the  ehaner  of  his  fan  Henry,  it  is, 
upon  the  fame  fupp^fition  of  not  pcrfonning  the  agrcc- 
tmau  faid,  '**  It  (hall  be  lamful  for  all  mrn  in  our 
**  kingdom  to  nfe  up  againf)  us,  and  to  do  aU  things  ihzt 
**  may  be  grievous  to  us,  as  if  ihcy  were  abfolurcly  free 
'*  from  any  engagements  to  our  perfon/'  Thcfe  word* 
fccm  to  have  been  contrived  to  be  fo  full  and  ftrong 
**  propter  duplicttatem  regis/'  which  was  with  too  mueh 
reafon  fufpc<£tcd.  And  it  is  not,  as  I  fuppofe,  **  the  lan- 
**  guage  of  flaves,  and  villains  begging  fomething  from 
"  their  lord,  but  of  noble  and  free  men,  who  knew  their 
**  lord  was  no  more  than  what  they  made  him,  and  had 
"  nothing  but  what  they  gave  him  /'  nor  the  language  of 
a  lord  treating  with  fiich  as  enjoyed  their  liberties  by  his 
favour,  but  with  thofe  whom  he  acknowledged  to  be  the 
judges  of  liis  performing  what  had  been  ftipulated  ;  and 
equals  the  agreements  made  between  the  kings  and  people 
of  Arragon,  which  1  ched  before  from  the  relations  of 
Antonio  Pern*  Thfs  is  as  far  as  men  can  go  ;  and  the 
cxpcrrcncc  of  all  ages  mamfefts,  that  princes,  performing 
their  office,  and  obferving  thefe  ftipulations,  have  lived 
glorious,  happy,  and  beloved  :  ^nd  I  can  hardly  find  an 
example  of  any  who  have  notorioufly  broken  thefe  oaths, 
and  been  adjudged  to  have  incurred  the  penalties,  who 


♦  Licrt  omnibiis  dc  regno  noftra  contra  nos  infurgcrr,  &  omnia  faccrc 
tju*  gtavar  »rn  nollruin  rclpicianl,  ac  fi  nobis  in  niillo  icncrcntur. 


have 
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have  not  lived  miferably,  died  fliamefuHy,  and  left  an 
abominable  memory  to  pofterity. 

"  But,"  fays  our  author,  **  kings  cannot  be  more  obli- 
**  ged  by  voluntary  oaths  than  other  men,  and  may  be 
"  relieved  from  unjuftand  unrcafonable  promifes,  if  they 
**  be  induced  by  deceit,  error,  force,  or  fear,  or  the  per- 
<<  formance  be  grievous."  Which  is  to  fay,  that  no  oath 
is  of  any  obligation  :  for  there  is  none  that  is  not  volun- 
tary, or  involuntary ;  and  there  never  was  any,  upon  which 
fome  fuch  thing  may  not  be  pretended  :  which  would  be 
the  fame,  if  fuch  as  Filmer  had  the  direction  of  their 
confcicnces  who  take  the  oaths,  and  of  thofe  who  are  to 
exad  the  performance.  This  would  foon  deftroy  all 
confidence  between  king  and  people,  and  not  only  unhinge 
the  beft  eftabliihed  governments,  but  by  adeteftable  prac- 
tice of  annihilating  the  force  of  oaths^  ^nd  moft  folemn 
contrads,  that  C2\\  be  made  by  men,  overthrow  all  focie- 
ties  that  fubfift  by  tliem.  I  leave  it  to  all  reafonablc 
men  to  judge  how  fit  a  work  this  would  be  for  the  fu- 
premc  magiftrate,  who  is  advanced  to  the  higheft  degree 
of  human  glory  and  hnppinefs,  that  he  may  preltrve 
them  ;  and  how  that  juiHce,  for  the  obtaining  of  which 
governments  arc  conftituted,  can  be  adminiftered,  if  he 
who  is  to  exact  it  from  others,  do  in  his  own  perfon  ut- 
terly tub  vert  it:  and  what  they  defervc  who  by  fuch  bafc 
prevarications  would  teach  tl.em  to  pervert  and  abolifh 
the  moft  facred  of  all  contradls.  A  worthy  perfon  of  our 
age  w^as  accuftonicd  ro  fay,  that  contracts  in  writing  were 
invented  only  to  bin^  villains,  who  having  no  law,  juftice, 
or  tru'h^  within  themfelves,  would  not  keep  their  words, 
Y  3  xvc^Lt&k 


4 


334  HtSCOtJRSES    OM 

unlefs  fuch  tcftlmonics  were  given  as  might  compel  them. 
But  if  our  autht-r's  do<5lrine  were  m:dved,  no  contradl 
Ti*oy1d  be  of  more  value  than  a  cobweb*.  Sach  as  are 
not  of  a  profligate  confciencc,  fo  far  reverence  the  reli* 
gion  of  an  oath,  as  to  think*  that  even  thofe  which  are 
moft  unjudly  and  violently  impofcd  ought  to  be  obfcrvcd  ; 
and  Julius  C:cfar,  who  I  think  was  not  o%'er-fcrupuloui, 
when  he  was  taken  bj  pirates,  and  fet  Tit  liberty  upon 
hit  wordj  eaufcd  the  ranfom  he  had  proinlfcd  to  be  pmict 
to  them.  We  fee  the  like  if  pradifed  ever)-  day  by  pri* 
foners  t.ikcn  in  unjurt  as  well  as  juf^  wars  :  and  there  is 
ho  honed  man  that  would  not  abhor  a  perfon>  who,  be- 
ing taken  by  the  pirates  of  Alglcr,  would  not  pay  what 
he  had  promifed  for  his  liberty.  It  were  in  vain  to  fey 
they  had  no  right  of  exadtihg,  or  that  the  performance 
was  grievous;  h^muft  return  to  the  chains,  or  pay.  And 
though  the  people  of  Artois,  Alfatia,  or  Flanders,  do 
perhaps,  with  reafon,  think  the  king  of  France  has  no 
right  to  impofe  oaths  of  allegiahce  upon  them,  no  man 
doubts,  that  if  they  chufe  nithdr  to  take  thofe  oaths,  than 
to  fuflfer  what  might  chfue  iSftoii  their  refufal,  they  are  as 
much  bound  to  be  fiuthlFul  to  him  as  his  ancient  fubjeds. 
The  like  may  he  fiiid  of  promifcs  extorted  by  fraud  ;  t 

•  Qui  jmrtvit  DcOf  obligrtur  ftarc  jofpjurando — non  mini  prrfora  fola 
Itrpicitur  ciii  juratur,  fed  is  qui  juratur,  Dcus— rroudiandus  ci\;i  Cicero, 
cum  ait  prrjuriuiA  nullum  cue,  fi  prjcdonibus  paaum.  Arc.  (irotiu*  dc 
Jure  B.  and  P.  K  ii.  £»  !$«  p^  14^  15*  Ipf<P>  qui  juratus  aiiquid  promifa 
nocenti,  qua  talis  eft,  puta  piraiae,  non  poteft  jus  prornKTo  qndcfuum  pornac 
aomine  ob  id  tpfum  ri  au(me  i  quia  lunc  verba  nullum  haberrnt  rffeduni, 
^uodomnino.vitandum  eft.  (K  to.  3.  The  argtmicnts  PufTcndorf  brings 
^linft  Grocim  fee  dc  jure  nat.  1.  iv.  c.  2. 

t  Grotius,  L  ii.  c.  13,  14. 

and 
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and  no  other  example  is  neceflaiy  to  prove  they  are  to  be 
performed  than  that  of  Jofhua  made  to.  the  Gibeonite^. 
They  were  an  accurfed  nation,  which  he  was  commanded 
todeftroy:  they  came  to  him  with  lies,  and  by  deceit 
induced  him  to  make  a  league  with  thcmi  which  he  oug^t 
not  CO  have  done ;  but  being  made,  it  was  to  be  per- 
formed; and  on  that  account  he  did  not  only  fpare  but 
defend  them,  and  the  action  was  approved  by  God. 
When  Saul,  by  a  perpofterous  zeal  violated  that  league, 
the  anger  of  God  for  that  breach  of  faith  could  no  others- 
wife  be  appeafed  than  by  the  death  of  fcven  of  his  clxil- 
drcn.  This  cafe  is  fo  full,  fo  precife,  and  of  fiich  un- 
doubted authority,  that  I  (ball  not  trouble  myfelf  with 
any  other.  But  if  we  believe  our  man  of  good  morals, 
voluntary  oaths  and  promifes  arc  of  no  more  value  than 
thofe  gained  by  force  or  deceit,  that  is  to  fay,  none  are  of 
any.  For  voluntary  lignifying  nothing  but  free,  all  hu- 
man ads  are  either  free  or  not  free,  that  is,  from  the  will 
of  the  perfon,  or  feme  impulfe  from  without.  If  there- 
fore there  be  no  force  in  thofe  that  are  free,  nor  in  thofe 
that  arc  not  free,  there  is  none  in  any. 

No  better  ufe  can  be  made  of  any  ^'  pretenfion  of 
"  error,"  or  that  the  "performance  was  grievous ;"  for 
no  man  ought  to  be  grieved  at  the  performance  of  his 
contrad.  David  aifures  us,  fhat  a  good  man  performs 
his  agreement,  though  he  lofe  by  it;  and  the  lord  chan- 
cellor Egcrton  told  a  gentleman,  who  delired  relief  againft 
his  own  deed,  upon  sin  allegation  that  he  knew  not  what 
he  did  when  he  iigned  it,  that  he  did  not  fit  to  relieve 
fools, 

Y4  Bu^ 


^'^  '  »'  '  tiiv-ii  luujLci.s,   and  c 

oath:.,  tl.Lio  buii.:   no  colour  of  force 
error,  f  )r  ilicin  to  alledgc  ;  nor  any  thin 
that  can  be  grievous  to  perform,  otherwi 
be  grievous  to  an  ill  man  not  to  do  the 
conceived. 

Nations,  according  to  their  own 
laws  by  which  they  refolvc  to  be  g( 
they  do  it  not  wifely,  the  damage  is  on 
but  it  is  hard  to  find  an  example  of  ar 
by  force  oblige  a  man  to  take  upon  hirr 
of  them.  Gideon  was  indeed  much  p 
raelitcs  to  be  their  king ;  and  the  army 
in  a  mutiny,  more  fiercely  urged  him 
but  both  defiftcd  when  their  offers  were 
kings  have  been  more  modeft,  and  oui 
pertinacious  in  compelling  them  to  accept 
offered,  I  (hall,  upon  proof  of  the  mal 
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tccording  to  their  ancient  laws,  efpecially  thofe  that  had 
bscn  granted,  or  rather  colle6ted  in  the  time  of  the  fa- 
mous king  Edward.  Here  was  neiithcr  force  nor  fraud  ;  if 
he  had  difliked  the  terms,  he  might  have  retired  as  freely 
as  he  came.  But  he  did  like  them  ;  and  though  he  was 
not  perhaps  fo  modeft,  to  fay  with  the  brave  Saxon  king 
Offa,  "  Ad  libertatis  veftrre  tuitionem,  non  meis  mentis, 
"  fed  fola  liberalitate  vcftra,  unanimitcr  me  convocaftis,"* 
he  accepted  the  crown  upon  conditions  QfFcrcd,  and  fworc 
upon  the  evangelifts  to  cbferve  them.  Not  much  valu- 
ing this,  he  pretended  to  govern  according  to  his  own 
will ;  but  finding  the  people  would  not  endure  it,  he  re- 
newed his  oath  upon  the  fame  evangelifts,  and  the  rc- 
liques  of  St.  Alban,  which  he  needed  not  to  have  done, 
but  might  have  departed  to  his  dutchy  of  Normandy 
he  had  not  liked  the  conditions,  or  thought  not  fit  ta 
obfcrvc  theiQ.  It  is  probable  he  examined  the  contents 
of  Edward's  laws  before  he  t  fworc  to  them,  and  could 
not  imagine,  that  a  free  nation,  which  never  had  anjr 
other  kings  than  fuch  as  had  been  chofen  by  thcmfelvcs 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  liberty,  and  from  whofc  li- 
berality the  beft  of  their  kings  acknowledged  the  crowns 
they  wore,  did  intend  to  give  up  their  perfons,  liberties, 
and  eftates,  to  him,  who  was  a  ftranger,  moft  efpecially 
when  they  would  not  receive  him  till  he  had  fwom  to  the 
fame  laws  by  which  the  others  had  reigned,  of  which 
one  was  (as  appears  by  the  ^St  of  Conventus  Pananglicus) 

♦  AddiL  Ma:t.  Par. 

-f  Bonas  St  approbatas  antiqiias  rrgni  leges,  qiias  (an^i   &  pii  rrges.  ejus 
nntecdlorcs,  &  maxime  Edvardus  lUiuit,  mviolabilker  obliervare. 

tha 
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that  "  n?gcs  a  facerdodbu^  &  fcniortbus  pcipuli  eligifituri 
•*  the  kings  fboyld  be  clef  ted  by  the  elcrgy  and  ciders  of 
•  **  the  pc^i^c,  '  By  thcfc  means  be  wa&  aclv:inced  to  the 
.crown,  to  which  he  could  have  no  title,  untcfs  Lhcy  h^d 
the  right  of  conferring  it  upon  him.  Here  was  tliercfurc 
no  forae,  deceit,  or  error ;  and  wliatfocvcr  equity  thenc 
might  be  to  rclkve  one  that  had  been  forced,  frightened, 
or  circumvented,  it  was  nothing  to  thi$  cafe.  We  do 
not  find,  that  William  II.  or  Henry,  were  forced  to  be 
Jtings;  no  fword  was  put  to  their  throats;  and  for  any 
thing  we  know,  the  Englifti  nation  was  not  then  fo  cpn- 
femptiblc  but  men  might  have  been  found  in  the  world, 
who  would  willingly  have  accepted  the  crown,  and  even 
their  elder  brother  Robert  would  not  have  rcfufcd :  but 
the  nobility  and  commons,  trulling  to  their  oaths  and 
promifcs,  thought  fit  to  prefer  them  before  him  ;  and 
when  he  endeavoured  to  impofc  himfelf  upon  the  nation 
by  force,  they  fo  fevercly  puniflicd  him,  that  no  better 
proof  can  be  required  to  (hew,  that  they  were  accuflomcd 
to  have  no  orher  kings  than  fuch  as  they  approved.  And 
this  was  one  of  the  cuftoms  that  all  their  kings  fworc  to 
maintain,  it  being  as  ancient,  juft,  and  well-approved, 
as  any  other. 

Having  already  proved,  that  all  the  kings  wc  have  had 
fince  that  time,  have  come  in  upon  the  fame  title  ;  that 
the  Saxon  laws  to  which  all  have  fworn,  continue  to  be  of 
force  amongft  us,;  and  that  the  words  pronounced  four 
times,  on  the  four  fides  of  the  fcafTold,  by  tlie  arch- 
bilhop,  ♦♦  Will  you  have  this  man  to  reign  r"  do  teftify 
it  i  I  may  fpare  the  pins  of  a  rep9titiQn,  and  juftly  con^ 

elude. 
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diidcy  that  if  there  was  neither  force  nor  fraud,  fear  nor 
error,  to  be  pretended  by  the  firft,  there  could  be  none 
in  thofc  that  followed. 

But  the  '*  obfcrvation  of  this  oath  may  be  grievous." 
If  I  received  money  the  laft  year  upon  bond,  promife,  or 
fale  of  a  manor  or  farm,  can  it  be  thought  grievous  to  me 
to  be  compelled  to  repay,  or  to  make  over  the  land  ac^ 
cording  to  my  agreement?  Or  if  I  did  not  feal  the  bond 
till  I  had  the  money,  muft  not  I  perform  the  condition, 
or  at  the  lead  rcftore  what  T  had  received?  If  it  fce 
grievous  to  any  king  to  prefcrve  the  liberties,  lives,  and 
efiates,  of  his  fubjefts,  and  to  govern  according  to  their 
laws,  let  him  refign  the  crown,  and  the  people  to  whom 
the  oath  was  made,  will  probably  relcafc  him.  Others 
may  poflibly  be  found  who  will  not  think  it  grievous: 
or  if  none  will  accept  a  crown,  unlcfs  they  may  do 
what  they  pleafe,  the  people  muft  bear  the  misfortune 
of  being  obliged  to  govern  thcmfelves,  or  to  infti- 
tute  fomc  other  fort  of  magiftracy,  that  will  be  fati^- 
fied  with  a  lefs  exorbitant  power.  Perhaps  they  may 
fucceed  as  well  as  fome  others  have  done,  who,  without 
being  brought  to  that  neceflity,  have  voluntarily  caft 
themfclves  into  the  mifery  of  living  without  the  majeftic 
fplendor  of  a  monarch :  or,  if  that  fail,  they  may,  a^ 
their  laft  refuge,  furrender  up  themfelves  to  flavery^ 
When  that  is  done,  we  will  acknowledge,  that  whaifo« 
^ver  we  have  is  derived  from  the  favour  of  our  mafter. 
But  no  fuch  thing  yet  appearing  amongft  us/  we  may 
be  pardoned,  if  we  think  we  are  free-men  governed  by 
o\ir  own  laws,  and  ^at  no  man  has  a  power  over  us, 

whicli 
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which  ts  not  given  ^nd  rcgulitcrl  by  them  ;  nor  thaf  any 
thing  but  3  new  bvv  made  hv  ourfclve&,  can  exempt  our 
kings  from  the  obligailon  of  performing  their  oaths  f.tken, 
to  govern  aecortling  to  rhc  old,  in  die  irac  fcnfe  uf  tlie 
words,  as  ihcy  are  underllood  in  oyr  language  by  thof*: 
who  give  them,  and  conducing  to  the  ends  for  ivhich 
they  ate  given,  which  cnn  he  no  athefj  than  to  defend  us 
from  all  manner  of  arbitrary  power,  and  to  fix  a  rule  to 
which  we  are  to  canfumi  our  a^^ions,  and  from  which, 
according  t<i  our  dcferts,  we  may  expe<5l  reward  or  pu- 
nifliment*  And  rhofc  who  by  prcvatrcation.s  cavils,  or 
equivocations,  endeavour  to  diflblve  thefc  obligations,  do 
either  malicioufly  betray  the  caufc  of  kings,  by  rcprcfent- 
ing  them  to  rhc  world  as  men,  who  pretrr  the  fatibficlion 

•of  tlieir  irregular  appetites  before  the  pcrtormance  of  their 
duty,  and  trample  under  foot  the  mo!i  f^crcd  bonds  of 
humim  foeicty ;  or  from  the  groffcil  ignorance  do  not  fee, 
th:;t  by  teaching  nations  how  little  they  can  rely  upon  the 
oaths  of  their  princes,  they  in!iruc\  them  as  little  to  ob- 
ferve  their  own  ;  and  that  not  only,  becaufc  men  are  ge- 
nerally inclined  to  follow  the  examples  of  tho fc  in  power, 
hut  from  a  moft  certain  conclufion  that  he,  who  breaks 
Ills  part  of  a  contrail,  cannot  without  the  utmoll  impu- 
dence and  felly  expect  the  performance  of  the  other  ;  no- 
tliing  being  more  known  amongil  men,  than,  that  all 
ontra^ts  arc  of  fuch  mutual  obligation,  that  he  who  fails 

'cf  .his  parr,  diichargcs  the  other.  If  this  he  To  hciwf^cn 
man   and   man,  it  mull  needs   be  fo  between   om'^  and 

•n>anymiUions  of  men :  it  lie  were  free,  becaufc  he  lays 
he  is,  every  man  muft  be  free  alfo  when  he  plcafes :  if  a 

private 
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private  man,  who  receives  no  benefit,  or  perhaps  preju- 
dice, from  a  contradl,  be  obliged  to  perform  the  condi- 
tions, much  more  are  kings,  who  receive  the  greateft  ad- 
vantages the  world  can  give.  As  they  are  not  by  them- 
felves',  nor  for  themfelves,  fo  they  are  not  different  in 
fpecie  from  other  men :  they  are  born,  live,  and  die,  as 
we  all  do.  The  fame  law  of  truth  and  juftice  is  given  to 
all  by  God  and  nature ;  and  perhaps  I  may  fay,  the  per- 
formance of  It  js  mod  rigoroufly  exadted  from  the  greateft 
of  men.  The  liberty  of  perjury  cannot  be  a  privilege 
annexed  to  crowns ;  and  it  is  abfurd  to  think,  that  the 
moft  venerable  authority,  that  can  be  conferred  upon  a 
man,  is  increafed  by  a  liberty  to  commit,  or  impunity  in 
committing,  fuch  crimes,  as  are  the^  greateft  aggravations 
of  infamy  to  the  bafeft  villains  in  the  world. 


SECT.      XVIII* 

The  next  in  Hood  to  deceafed  kings  cannot  generally  be 
/aid  to  be  kings  till  they  are  crowned. 

IT  is  hereupon  ufually  objefted,  that  kings  do  not 
come  in  by  contrail,  nor  by  oath  ;  but  are  kings  by,  or 
ach>rding  to  proximity  of  blood,  before  they  are  crowned. 
Though  this  be  a  bold  propofition,  I  will  not  fay,  it  is 
univerfally  falfe.  It  is  impoflible,  that  in  fome  places 
the  rule  of  fucceflion  may  be  fet  down  fo  precifely,  that,  in 
fome  cafes,  every  man  may  be  able  to  fee  and  know  the 
/cnfe,  as  well  as  th6  pcrfon  defigned  to  be  the  fucceflbr: 
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but  before  I  acknowledge  it  to  be  univcrfany  true,  I  muft 
defirc  to  know  what  this  rule  of  fuccefiion  U,  and  from 
whence  it  draws  its  onginaL 

I  think  I  may  be  cxcufed,  if  I  make  thcfc  fcruples, 
becaufe  I  find  the  thing  in  difpute  to  be  variouOy  ad- 
judged in  fevcral  places  ;  and  have  obfcrvcd  five  dtficrcnt 
manners  of  difpofing  crowns  cfteemed  hereditary^  btsititB 
an  infinite  number  of  collateral  conttoverfiesarifii^  fiom 
them,  of  which  we  have  divers  examples;  and  if  tfaord 
be  one  untverfal  rule  a|>pointed,  one  of  thefe  only  can  be 
right,  and  all  the  others  muft  be  vicious.  The  firft  gives 
the  inheritance  to  the  eldcft  male  of  the  eldcft  legitimate 
line,  as  in  France,  according  to  that  which  they  call  the 
falique  law.  The  fecondi  to  the  cldeft  legitimate  male  of 
the  reignipg  family,  as  anciently  in  Spain,  according  to 
which  the  brother  of  the  dcccafcd  king  has  been  often,  if 
not  always,  preferred  before  the  Ton,  if  he  were  elder,  as 
may  appear  by  the  difpute  between  Corbis  and  Orfua, 
cited  before  from  Titus  Livius ;  and  in  the  fame  country, 
during  the  reign  of  the  Goths,  the  eldeft  male  fucceed- 
ed,  whether  legitimate  or  illegitimate.  The  fourth  re- 
ceives females,  or  their  defcendents,  without  any  other 
condition  diftinguifhing  them  from  males,  except  that  the 
younger  brother  is  preferred  before  the  elder  fifter,  but 
the  daugher  of  the  elder  brother  is  preferred  before  the  fon 
of  the  younger.  The  fifth  gives  the  inheritance  to  fe- 
males under  a  condition,  as  in  Sweden,  where  they  inhe- 
rit, unlefs  they  marry  out  of  the  country  without  the 
confent  of  the  efiates ;  according  to  which  rule,  Charles 
Guftavus  WIS  chofen,  as  any  ftranger  might  liave  been, 

though 
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though  fon  to  a  fiftcr  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  who  by  mar-» 
rying  a  German  prince  had  forfeited  her  right.  And  ht 
the  fame  a6i  of  cftatcs,  by  which  her  eldeft  fon  was 
chdfei1>  and'  the  crown  entailed  upon  the  heirs  of  his' 
body 9  her  fecond  fon,  the  prince  Adolphus,  was  wholly 
excluded. 

Till  thcfe  qucftions  are  decided  by  a  judge  of  fuch  an 
undoubted  authority,  that  all  men  may  fafcly  fubmit,  it 
is  hard  for  any  man,  who  really  feeks  the  fatisfadion  of 
his  confeience,  to  know  whether  the  law  of  God  and  na- 
ture (though  he  (hould  believe,  there  is  one  general  law) 
do  juftify  the  cuftom  of  the  ancient  *  Medes  and  Sabcans, 
rt^ntioned  by  the  poet,  who  admitted  females,  as  thoftf 
of  Fran<Jc,  which  totally  exclude  them  as  unfit  to  reign 
over  men,  and  utterly  unable  to  perform  the  duty  of  a 
fupreme  magiftrate,  as  we  fee  they  are  every  where  ex- 
cluded from  the  exercife  of  all  other  offices  in  the  com* 
nbbnwealth.  Ifitbcfaid,  that  we  ought  to  follow  the 
cufto'ms  of  our  own  countrj',  I  anfwer,  that  thofc  of  our 
ctwn  country  deferve  to  be  obferved,  becaufe  they  are  of 
dtur  own  country  :  but  they  are  no  more  to  be  called  the 
laws  of  God  and  nature  than  thofe  of  France  or  Ger- 
many; and  though  I  do  not  believe,  that  any  general  law 
is  appointed,  I  wifh  I  were  fure,  that  our  cuftoms  in  this 
point  were  not  more  repugnant  to  the  light  of  nature,  and 
jirejudicial  to  ourfelves,  than  thofe  of  fome  other  nations. 
But  if  I  (hould  be  fo  much  an  Englifhman,  to  think  the 

•  Mrdislevibafquc  SabziB 

Imprrathic  fexus,  rcginarumque  Tub  annis 
Birbsricf  par*  fciagna  jaccc-  ■     ■      "Lucaiu 
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ill  of  God  to  have  been  more  particularly  rcvcalcr!  t6 
iuranccftors,  than  to  any  other  nation,  and  that  all  of 
them  ought  to  learn  from  us  ;  ypt  it  would  be  difficult  to 
decide  many  queftions  that  may  arifc.  For  though  the 
parliament,  in  the  36th  of  Henry  the  Sixthj  made  on  aft 
in  favour  of  Richard  duke  of  York,  dcfccndcd  from  a 
daughter  of  Mortimer,  who  married  the  daughter  of  the 
duke  of  Clarence,  elder  brother  to  John  of  Gaunt,  they 
rather  aflerted  their  own  power  of  giving  the  crown  to 
whom  they  picafcd,  than  determined  the  queftion.  For 
if  they  had  believed,  that  the  crown  had  bdunged  to  him 
by  a  general  and  eternal  law,  they  mull  imincdiiitely 
have  rejected  Henry  as  a  ufurper,  and  put  Richard  into 
the  polfeflion  of  his  right,  which  they  did  not.  And 
though  they  did  fomething  like  to  this  in  the  cafes  o( 
Maud  the  cmprefs,  in  relation  to  king  Stephen,  and  her 
fon  Henry  the  Second  ;  and  of  Henry  the  Seventh  in  re* 
lation  to  the  houfc  of  York,  both  before  he  had  married 
a  daughter  of  it,  and  after  her  death  ;  they  did  the  con- 
contrary  in  the  cafes  of  William  the  Firft  and  Second, 
Henry  the  Firft,  Stephen,  John,  Richard  the  Third, 
Henry  the  Second,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  others.  So 
that,  for  any  thing  I  can  yet  find,  it  is  equally  difficult  to 
difcovtr  the  true  fenfe  of  the  law  of  nature,  that  flwuld 
be  a  guide  to  my  confciencc,  whether  I  fo  far  lubmir  to 
the  laws  of  my  countr}%  to  think,  tl.at  tngland  alone  has 
prodjecd  men  that  rigluly  underftand  it,  or  examine  the 
laws  and  pra(!^ices  of  other  nations. 

WhilU  this  remains  undecided,  it  is  impolTible  for  me 
to  knov.    to  whom  I  owe  the  obedience  that  is  exacted 

from 
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firom  mc.  If  I  were  a  Frenchman,  I  could  not  tell 
whether  I  owed  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Spain,  the 
duke  of  Lorrain,  duke  of  Savoy,  or  many  others  di:- 
ibended  from  daughters  of  the  houfe  of  Valois,  one 
of  whom  ought  to  inherit^  if  the  inheritance  belongs  t6 
finnales ;  or  to  the  houfe  of  BoufboH,  wfiofe  only  tiire  is 
founded  upon  the  excluGon  of  them.  The  like  cohtro* 
verfies  will  be  in  all  places^  and  he  tli^lt  would  put  man* 
kind  upoii  fuch  inquiries,  goes  about  to  fubvert  all  the 
gpveminents  of  the  world,  and  arms  eveiy  man  to  the 
dtftrudion  of  his  neighbour. 

We  ought  to  be  informed  wtien  this  right  begaii:  if 
we  had  the  genealogy  of  every  m-m  from  Noah,  and  the 
loxmns  of  every  nation  had  fince  that  tiitie  continued  in 
di^  line>  we  were  only  to  inquire  into  how  many  king, 
doms  he  appointed  the  world  to  be  divided,  and  how  well 
Ibe  divifion  we  fee  at  this  day  agrees  with  the  allotment 
ihade  by  him.  But  mankind  having  for  many  ages  lain 
Under  fuch  a  vaft  confufion,  that  no  than  piretends  to 
know  his  own  original,  except  fome  Jews,  and  the 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  we  cannot  fo  eafily  ar« 
live  at  the  end  of  our  work  ;  and  the  Scriptures  triaking 
jio  other  mention  of  this  part  of  the  worlds  than  iiirhat 
^y  induce  us  td  think  it  was  given  to  the  fons  of  Japhet^ 
we  have  nothing  that  can  lead  us  to  guefs  hoW  it  was  to  bt 
tubdivided,  nor  to  whonri  the  fevcral  parcels  were  given: 
fi>  that  the  difficulties  are  abfolutely  inextri<:abie ;  an4 
{hough  it  were  true^  that  fome  one  rhah  had  a  right  to 
every  parcel  that  is  known  to  us,  it  could  be  of  no  ufc  j 
for  that  right  ihuit  itcceifarily  perUh>  which  no  man  can 
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crcitin2:  a  rioht  to  crowns  '.'as  Im 
fevcral  methods  ufed  by  fcvcral  nat 
them,  according  to  which  a!l  thofe 
joyed),  we  muft  feck  the  right,  c 
difputc,  from  the  psrrticular  confthi 
or  we  (hall  be  able  to  find  none. 

Acquired  rights  arc  obtained,  an 
fair  means  or  by  foul,  that  is,  by 
fuch  as  arc  gained  by  force,  may  be 
and  the  extent  of  thofe  that  are  en 
only  he  kno\yn  by  the  reafon  for  wh 
Opon  uhich'that  confent  was  obtaim 
the  Ijtws  of  every  people.  Accorc 
cannot  be  faid,  that  there  rs  a  king 
fore  he  i*;  crowned.  John  Sobietfl 
Po«an  \  had  no  relation  in  blood  t 


^efai  diet,  hfttd  at  Copenhagen*  in- the  ycaf  i66cy;  and- ft 
is  impoffible,  that  a  right  fhould  otherwife  accrue  to  x 
yoUrtgcr  brother  of  the  houfe  of  Holftein,^  i^rhicK  isdc- 
tived  frbm  a  younger  brother  of  the  counts  of  Olden* 
burgh.  The  Roman  empire  having-  paffed  through  th6 
hands  of  many  pcrfons  of  diffctent  natiorls,  ho  way  re- 
lating to  each  other  in  blood,  was  by  Gonftantinc  tran^ 
ferrcd  to  Conftantinople ;  and  after  many  revolutiont 
coming  to  Theodofi us,  by  birth  a  Spaniard,  was  divided 
between  his  two  fons  Arcadius  and  Honorins.  v  From 
thence  pafling  to  fuch  as  could  gain  moft  credit  with  the 
Ibldlers,  the  weftern  empire  being  brought  almoft  to  ' 
nothmg,  was  reftored  by  Charles  the  Great  of  France ; 
iktid  cdfrttinuing  for  fome  time  in  his  defcendents,  came  to 
the  Germans ;  who,  having  created  fciferal  emperors  of 
fhe  hdufes  of  Suevia,  Saxony,  Bavaria,  and  others,  aK 
they  pleafed^  about  three  hundred  years  paft  chofe  R6- 
doljpihiis  df  Aiiftria:  and  though,  fincc  that  time,  th^^ 
feve  not  had  any  emperor  who  was  not  of  ihat  fitntily ; 
Jrct  llfch  as  were  chofen  had  nothing  to  retottfitiend  thenff, 
but  th^  merits  of  their  anceftors,  their  oWn  peffonal  vir- 
tties,  or  futh  political  confiderations  as  might  afifc  from 
the  power  of  their  hereditary  countries^  Which,  being 
joined  with  thofe  of  the  empire,  might  enable  them  to 
make  the  tetter  defence  againft  the  Turks.  But,  in  this 
line  alfo,  they  have  had  little  regard  to  inheritance*  ac- 
cording to  blood  ;  for  the  elder  branch  of  the  family  li 
that  which  reigns  in  Spiin  ;  and  the  empire  coritinOcs  in 
the  dcft6hde»*rts  of  Ferdinand,  younger  brother  fo  Gfrarles 
the  Flf^h,  thooghfQ  unfixed  eveft  Cothrs'^tirfie,  that  the 
Z  2  ^tsfeoX 
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prcfcat  empenif  Leopold  was  in  great  danger  of  being  r€- 

If  it  be  faid,  that  thcfe  are  ckflivc  kingdoms,  and  our 
lathor  fpe^ks  of  fych  as  arc  hereditary  ;  I  anfwer^  that  if 
trhat  he  fay*  be  true,  ther©  can  be  no  detfti  vc  kingdotn^  and 
every  nation  has  a  natural  lord,  to  whom  obedience  is  due. 
But  if  fomeare  elc£live,  all  might  have  been  fo,  if  they  had 
pleafed,  unlcfs  it  can  be  proved,  ihatGod  created  fomc  un- 
der A  necefllty  of  fubjedioo,  and  left  to  others  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberty.     If  this  be  fo,  the  nations  that  are 
born  under  that  neccffity  may  be  faid  lo  have  a  natural  lord, 
who  has  all  the  power  m  himfelf,  before  he  is  crowned,  or 
any  part  con £ered  on  him  by  the  confent  of  the  people  ;  but 
it  cannot  extend  to  others.     And  he  who  pretends  a  right 
ever  any  nation  on  that  account,  (lands  obliged  to  (hew, 
*when  and  how  that  nation  came  to  be  difcriminated  by 
€iod  from  others,  and  deprived  of  that  liberty,  which  he 
in  goodneft  had  granted  to  the  refl  of  mankind.     I  con- 
fefs»  I  think  there  is  no  fuch  rights  and  need  no  better 
proofs  than  the  various  ways  of  difpofmg  inheritances  in  fc- 
Mf|^  countries,  which,    not  being  naturally  or  univer-* 
4»Uy  bett^  or  worfc  one  than  another,  cannot  fpring  from 
ppy  other  root,  than  the  confcnt  of  the  fcveral  nations 
where  they  arc  in  force,  and  their  opinions,  that  fuch 
methods  were  beft  for  them.     But  if  God  have  made  a 
difcumination  of  people,  he  that  would  thereupon  ground 
a  titl^lOslhe  dominion  of  any  one",  muft  prove  that  na- 
tion to  be  under  the  curfe  of  flavery ;  which,  for  any 
thing  1  know,  was  only  denounced  againft  Cham  ;  and  it 
h  as  J)wd  to  iletcrmin©  whether  the  fenfc  of  it  be  tcny- 

poral. 
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ponl,  fpiritual,  or  both,  as  to  tell  precifely  what  nations^ 
hf  being  only  defcended  from  him,  fall  under  the  pe- 
nalties threatened. 

If  thefe  therefore  be  either  entirely  falfe,  or  impoflible 
to  be  proved  true,  there  is  no  difcrimination,  or  not 
known  to  us;  and  every  people  has  a  right  of  difpofing 
of  their  government,  as  well  as  the  Polanders,  Danes, 
Swedes,  Germans,  and  fuch  as  are  or  were  under  the 
Roman  empire  And  if  any  nation  has  a  natural  lord  b^ 
fore  he  be  admitted  by  their  confent,  it  muft  be  by  a  pe- 
culiar 2&  of  their  own ;  as  the  crown  of  France  by  an 
aAoftbst  nation,  which  they  call  the  falique  law,  !• 
made  hereditary  to  males  in  a  direft  line,  or  the  neareft 
to  the  dired ,  and  others  in  other  places  arc  otherwife 
difpofed. 

I  might  reft  here  with  full  aflurance,  that  no  difciple 
of  Filmer  can  prove  this  of  any  people  in  the  world,  nor 
give  fo  much  as  the  (hndow  of  a  reafon  to  perfuade  us 
there  is  any  fuch  thing  in  any  nation,  or  at  leaft  in  thofc 
where  we  are  concerned  ;  and  prefume  little  regard  will 
be  had  to  what  he  has  (aid,  (ince  he  cannot  prove  of 
any  that  which  he  fo  boldly  affirms  of  all.  But  be- 
caufe  good  men  ought  to  have  no  other  ohjtSt  than 
truth,  which  in  matters  of  this  importance  can  never  be 
made  too  evident,  I  will  venture  to  go  farther,  and 
aiTert,  that  as  the  various^  ways  by  which  feveral  nations 
difpofe  of  the  fucceiTion  to  their  refpe6tive  crowns,  (hew 
they  were  fubje6t  to  no  other  law  than  their  own,  which 
they  might  have  made  different,  by  the  fame  rghi  they 
made  it  to  be  what  it  iS|  even  thole  who  have  the  greateft 
Z  3  veneration 


Yefieratlan  for  the  reigning  hmKut  sjjd  the  higlicft  re- 
gard for  proximity  of  bloody  have  always  preferred"  thq 
fcfcty  of  the  commonwealth  before  the  eonccmmcnts  of 
any  pcrfon  ©r  family ;  and  huvsi  tum  Cinly  laid  ?fide  the 
ncaret^  m  blood,  when  they  were  found  lo  be  notorioufly 
Ytcjoui  and  wicked,  but  when  tlicy  have  thought  it  more 
ponvement  to  tal[€  others:  and  to  prove  th|$  I  imend 
Id  make  ufe  of  no  other  exartpleSf  than  tiiofe  I  Hxid  it| 
the  hiftoncs  of  Spain,  Fr^ce,  md  England*- 

Whiitt  ttie  Uoths  go^rocd  2»mm,'  i^^  s^bove  foiir  p^ 
(bns  in  th^  fpace  of  thJ!|K>^}iuiidn:d  ypfiKs  were  the  ii^fmiiB-, 
diatc  fucceffors  of  their  fathers,  -but  the  brother,  coufin- 
gcrman,  or  fome  other  man  of  the  families  of  the  Balthci 
or  Amalthci,  was  preferred  before  the  children  of  the  de- 
ceafed  king :  and  if  it  be  faid,  this  was  according  to  the 
law  of  that  kingdom,  I  anfwcr,  that  it  was  therefore  in 
the  power  of  that  nation  to  make  laws  for  thcmfclves, 
and  confcqucntly  others  have  the  fame  right.  *  One  of 
their  kings  called  Wamba  was  depofcdj  and  made  ^ 
monk,  after  he  had  reigr^d  well  many  years ;  but  falling 
into  a  fwoon*,  and  his  friends  thinking  him  paft  recovery, 
cut  off  his  hair,  and  put  a  monk's  frock  upon  him,  that^ 
according  to  the  fuperftition  of  thofe  tin>es,  he  might 
die  in  it ;  t  and  the  cutting  off  the  hair  being  a  moli  dif- 
graceful  thing  amongft  the  Goths,  they  would  not  reftore 
him  to  his  authority.     J  Suintila,  another  of  their  kings, 

♦  Saavcdra  coron.  Goth.        +  Mar.  hift.  L  vi.       ifSaavcd-  cor.  Goth. 
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bang  deprived  of  the  crown  for  his  ill  government^  his 
children  and  brothers  were  excluded,  and  Slfinandus 
crowned  in  bis  room. 

This  kingdom  being  not  long  after  overthrown  by  the 
Moors,  a  new  one  uiutc  from  its  afties,  in  the  pcrfon  of 
Don  Pdayo  tiri^  kintj  of  the  Auftrias,  which,  increafing 
by  degrees,  at  laft  came  to  comprehend  all  Spain,  and  fo 
conunucs  to  this  day :  but,  not  troubling  myfelf  with  all 
the  deviations  from  the  common  rule  in  the  collateral 
lines  of  Navarre,  Arragon,  and  Portugal,  I  find  that  by 
fifteen  feveral  inftanccs  in  that  one  feries  of  kings  Tn  the 
Auftrias  an<l  Lc;n  (who  afterwards  came  to  be  icings  of 
Caftile,  it  is  fully  proved,  that  what  rcipedt  Ibcver  they 
(hewed  to  the  next  rn  blood,  who  by  the  law  were  to  luc- 
ceed,  they  preferred  fome  other  perfon,  as  often  as  the 
fuprcnie  law  of  "  taking  care,  that  the  nation  might  re* 
^<  ceive  no  detriment,"  pirfuaded  them  to  it. 

Don  Pclayo  enjoyed  for  his  life  the  kingdom  conferred 
Upon  him  by  the  Spaniards,  who  with  him  reHred  into  the 
mountains  to  defend  themfelvcs  againft  the  Moors,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Favila.  But  though  Favilaleft 
many  fons  when  he  died,  Alphonfo,  furnamed  the  Chafte^ 
Was  advanced  to  the  crown,  and  they  all  laid  afidd, 
Fruela,  fon  to  Alphonfo  the  Catholic,  w;is  for  his  cru- 
elty depofed,  put  to  death,  and  his  fons  excluded  <►. 
Aurelid  his  coufin-german  fuccee^led  him ;  and  at  his 
death  Silo,  who  married  his  wife's  fifter,  was  preferred 
l)pfore  the  males  of  the  blood  royal.      Alphonibi  fuiw 

^Marian.  I.  xlii, 
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Alphonfo,  and  made  liiip  king.     A 
iffue,  Don  Ramiro,  (on  to  Bcrniu.'^c 
the  nephews  of  Alphonfo.     Don  ( 
Ramiro,  left  four  legitimate  fons ; 
the  eftates  laid  them  afide,  and  ma 
king*     Fruela  had  many  children  \ 
gave  the  crown  to  Alphonfo  die 
nephew.     Alphonfo,  turning  mon 
fon  Ordonno  to  the  eftates  of  the  ki 
fufed  him,    and  made  his  brother 
doni^  third  fon  to  Ramiro,    dyir 
Bermudo  \   hut  thq  eftates  took  his 
advanced  him  to  the  throne.     He 
flcotdcnt'tUy  killed  in  his  youth,    . 
Blanche  married  to  Lewis,  fon  to  F 
France;   and  Berenguela  married 
Leon.    Thp  eftates  made  Ferdinand 
Ac  youngeft  fifter,   kinjr,  excludini 
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jfifing  himfelf  more  to  die  ftudy  of  aftrology  than  to 
affidrs  of  government,  his  eldeft  fon  Ferdinand  de  In 
Cerda  dying,  and  leaving  his  font  Alphonfo  and  FenJB. 
nand  very  young,  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  pN»ple,  de* 
poTed  him,  excluded  his  grandchildren,  and  gave  Am 
crown  to  Don  Sancho  his  younger  Ton  famamed  el  Bravo^ 
thinking  him  more  6t  oo  command  them  againft  th« 
Moors,  than  an  old  aftrologer,   or  a  child.    Alphonfo 
and  Sancho  being  dead,  Alv^li^nfo  el  E)e(heredado  laid 
daim  to  the  crown ;   but  it  was  given  to  Ferdinand  die 
Fourth,  and  Alphonfo,  with  his  dcfrendcnts  the  duket 
de  Medina  Celi,   remain  excluded  to  this  day.     Peter 
fumamed  the  Cruel  was  twice  driven  out  of  the  kii\|^ 
domt  and  at  lail  killed  by  Bertrand  de  Gucfelin  conftable 
of  France,  or  Henry  count  of  Traftamara  his  baftanl*- 
brother,  who  was  made  king  without  any  regard  to  the 
daughters  of  Peter,  or  to  the  houfe  of  la  Cerda.  Henry  the 
fourth  left  a  daughter  called  Joan,  whom  he  declared  hie 
hdr ;  but  d)^  cftatcs  gave  the  kingdom  to  Ifabel  his  fiAeff 
and  crowned  her  with  Ferdinand  of  Arragon  her  hut* 
band*.     Joaa  daughter  to  this  Ferdinand  and  liaM 
iidling  mad,  the  eftates  committed  the  care  of  die  p^ 
vernment  to  her  fatl\er  Ferdinand,  and  after  his  i 
Charles  her  fon. 

But  the  French  have  taught  us,  that  when  a  ] 
his  next  heir  is  really  king  before  he  take  his  oed^  or  ke 
crowned.  Fn)m  them  we  learn,  that  <<  le  mort  fiilfit  k 
tf  yif."    And  yet  I  know  no  hiftory  that  pefvei  mmt 

*  jidarian.  L  xxx?. 


I,   When  a  kine  f^  Pl^.ara 
dom  was   divitkd   into  as  n^. 
which  could  not  have  been,  i 
aQigned  by  nature ;  for  he  ou, 
mhd  if  the  kingdom  might  be  c 
the  fevcral  parcels,  could  not 
obedience,  ^ill  the  divifion  was 
to  be  king  of  Paris,    Metz, 
worn  the  name  of  his  kingdom 
in  truth,  if  there  might  be  a 
falfe,  and  there  was  no  lord  of 
will  not  be  healed  by  faying, 
divifion,  and  that  by  the  law  o; 
difpofe  of  his  own  as  he  thinJ 
pitA^e  that  the  kingdom  of  Fr 
Viifpufeabic  as  a  patrimony  or  ch: 
of  kings  had  been  then  groundcc 
-thcv  mii/b>  -w  *^-  '" 


i^OVERNMrNT*  355 

tfoded  ce^tiaty  could  not  be ;  fo^riio  man  ooukl  know  to 
vhomthe  lafViking  had  bequeathed  the  whole  kingdonit 
oi:,p'jxcel§  of  ii,  titi  the  will  were  opened  ;  -and"  that  muft 
be  done  before  fuch  ^itneffes  a»  may  d^ervc  credit  in* 
a  matter  of  this  itr|>oTtancer  and  arc  ^ble  to-  judge  Whc-. 
ther  the .  bequeft .  be  .righriy  made ;  for  t)thcrwifc  no  man 
CQuld  knQW,;whcuhet  the  kingdom  was  to.  hawre  one  lord 
or  many,  nor  who  he  or  they  were  to  be;  Which  inter- 
^liflioa.  qiuft  iKCclTarily  fubvert  tiieir  pr^lky,  andsthis 
dodrinc?.  But  the  truth  if,  the  moft  monarchical  ^en 
among,  them  are  fo  far  frcm  acknowledging  any  fuch 
right  to  be  in  t]je  k^ng,.  of  alienating,  bequeathing,  or 
dividing  die  kingdom,  that  they  do  not  allow  him  the 
right  of  making  a  wilj ;  and-  that  of  the  laft  king  Lewi^ 
the  Thirteenth  touching,  the  regency  during  the  minority 
of  his  fon  was  of  no  cffnA  *.  -^ 

2.  This  matter  >vas  made  more  clear  under  the  fecondbt 
race.  .If  a  lord  had  been  afCgned  to  them  by  nature,  he 
muft  have  been  of  the  royal  family ;  -but  Pepin  had  no 
Qthcrtitlq  to  the  cjrown  except  the  nrwrits  of  his-father, 
^n4  bis  own,  approved  by  the  nobility  and  people  who 
.  il^de  hnn  king.  He  had  three  fons^  the  eldeft  was  made  ' 
king  of  Italy,  and,  dying  before  iiim,  left  a  fon  called 
:  Eiernard  heir  of  that  kingdom.  The  eAates  of  France 
divided  what  remained  betweea  Charles  the  &cat*^nd 
Carloman  t.  The  l^ft  of  thcfe  dying  in  a  few  yearsy-^lefit 
many.fons ;  but  the  nobility  made  Charles  king'  o£  all 
prance,  and  he  difpoifeffed  Bern^d  of  *the  kingdom  of 

't*  Itfcm.  durdud.  de U  IC<)^fociiuIt:         f  PtHilifimyl.  HA*  Fhunc. 


title,  \:?.s  dcpofctt,  and  put  Into  a  i 
three  Hons  lyOtliair,  Pepin,  and  Lt 
had  by  hi«  ftrft  wife  But  though  thd 
the  kingdom  came  to  Charles  the  Ba 
and  people  difliking  the  eldeft  Ton  of 
lungdoni  to  Lewis  le  Begue,  who  had 
^lled  Charles  Ic  Simple  ;  and  two  ba 
Carlontany  who  were  made  kings.  Ca 
tailed  Lewis  le  Faineant ;  he  was  mad 
wards  depofcd  for  his  vicious  life. 
'%i0pccded  him,  but  for  his  ijl  govcrnr 
pofed  ;  and  Odo,  who  was  a  (hunger  t 
was  made  king.  The  fame  nobility  th 
kings  fince  Lewis  Ic  Bcgue,  now  made 
king,  who,  according  to  his  name,  wai 
fonne  by  Ralph  duke  of  Burgundy,  an 
his  crown,  leaving  only  v^  fon  called 
into  Enjrland,     Ralnh  beinc  dead,  the 


IHrhoTe  principal  care  was  to  have  a  good  prince  at  tfai 
head  of  them,  had  chofen  Hugh  Capet  ;  and  the  eram^ 
continues  in  his  race  to  this  day,  though  not  altogethdr 
without  interruption,     kobert,  fon  to  Hugh  Capeti  fiac* 
ceeded  him.     He  left  two  fons,  Robert  and  Henry )  but 
Henry,  the  younger  fon^  appearing  to  the  eftates  of  tho 
kingdom  to  be  more  fit  to  rcigit  than  his  elder  brothei^^ 
they  made  him  king  ;  Robert,  'and  his  defcendents,  coiu 
tinuing  dukes  of  Burgundy  only  for  about  ten  generatkuMb 
at  which  time  his  ifTue  male  failing,  that  duchy  returned 
to  the  crown  .during  the  life  of  king  John,  who  gare  it  ta 
his  fecond  fon  Philip  for  an  appanage  ftill  depending  tip-^ 
ftn  Ac  crown.     The  fame  province  of  Burgundy  was 
by  the  treaty  of  Madrid  granted  to  the  emperor  Charlei. 
the  fifth,  by  Francis  the  firll:  but  the  people  refufieiilii' 
jk  alienatedi  and  the  cftates  of  the  kingdom  approved 
their  refufal.    6y  the  fame  authority  Charles  the  Sixth 
was  removed  from  the  government,  when  he  appeared  ta 
be  mad ;  and  other  examples  of  a  like  nature  may  bt 
alledged.     From  which  we  may  fafely  conclude,  that  if 
the  death  of  one  king  do  really  inveft  /the  next  heir  with 
the  right  'and  power,  or  that  he  who  is  fo  invefted,  be 
fubjed  to  no  law  but  his  own  will,  all  matters  relating 
to  that  kingdom  muft  have  been  horribly  confufed  durii^ 
the  reigns  of  twenty-two  Lings  of  Pharamond's  race  i 
they  can  have  had  no  rightful  king  from  the  death  of 
Chilperic  to  king  John  :  and  the  fuccefTion   (incc  that 
time  is  very  liable  to  be  queitioncd,  if  not  utterly  over-, 
thrown  by  the  houfe  ofAuftria  and  others,  who  by  the 
counts  of  Haplburg  derive  their  def<^at  firoiD  Pbaramood, 

aod 
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iM  hf  thf  hfiufc  af  Lmnrain  daimmg  frmti  Chtt^t^,  whd 
Was  t'5ce1tj(JeJ  liy  Caj>et ;  all  which  is  rtloft  ahfurd,  and 
Acy  whfjpfcttnd  it,  bring  as  much  confufion  info  thcii* 
own  law§,  and  upon  tht  polity  of  their  own  nation,  as 
fhame  and  guUt  upon  the  mem'jry  of  their  anL^cfloTSj  who 
by  the  mty^  extreme  injtjfticr,  have  rejected  their  nitu- 
Kll  lord,  or  difpoflfeffed  tliofe  who  had  been  in  the  m^ft 
Metnn  mannrr  placed  in  the  gpternmenti  and  to  whom 
Ihcy  had  generally  fworn  allegiance-^'      -  •*'••**- 

3,  If  the  next  heir  be  aflaally  king,  ftized  of  the 
power  hj^  the  death  of  his  prcdcecilbr,  fo  that  there  is  no 
intcrmifTton  ;  then  all  thefolcinnities,  and  religious  cere- 
monies, ufcd  at  the  corOnadons  of  their  kings,  with  the 
oaths  given  andtnkcn,  are  the  muft  profane  abufcs  of  fi- 
Cred  things,  in  contempt  of  God  and  mun,  that  can  be 
Imagined,  moft  cfpccially  if  the  a6t  be  (as  our  author 
callsit)  voKintary,  and  the  king,  receiving  nothing  by  it^ 
be  bound  to  keep  it  no  longer  than  he  pieafes.  The 
prinee  who  is  to  be  fworn,  might  fparc  tliep^ins  of  watch- 
ing "ill  higlit  in  the  church,  fafting,  praying,  confclTing, 
communicating,  and  fwcaring,  "  that  he  will,  to  the  ut- 
'*  mod  of  his  power,  defend  the  clergy,  maintain  the 
•'  uijion  of  the  church,  obviate  all  exccfs,  rapine,  extor- 
"  tiQn,and  iniquity  ;  take  care,  that  in  all  judgments  juf- 
*'  ticc  may  Ive  obfervcd,  with  equity  and  mercy,  Sec,  or 
•'  of  invoking  the  afTilknce  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  for  the 
*•  better  pcfformance  of  liisonth  ;"  and  without  ceremony 
"tell  thirnDbllifV  aild  people,  that  he  would  do  what  he 
thought  fit.  It  were  to  as  little  purpofe  for  the  arch- 
bifhc^  of  Rhctnis  to  rake  the  trouble  of  faying  mafs,  de- 
livering 
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Hverhig  to  him  the  crown,  fceptrc,  and  ^other  enfigns  of 
royalty,  explaining  what  is  fignificd  by  them,  .andnting 
him  witli  the  oil  which  they  fay  was  delivered  by  an  an-., 
gel  to  St.  Rimigius,  hlcffing  him,  and  praying  to  God -to- 
blcfs  him,  if  he  rightly  performed  his  oath  to  God  and 
the  people,  and  denouncing  the  contrary  in  cafe  of  failure 
on    his    part,  if  thcfe  things    conferred   nothing  upon 
him   but  what  he  had  before,  "and   were  of  no  obli- 
gation to  him.      Such  ludifications  of  tbc  moft  (aercd 
things  are  too  odious  and  impioui*  to  be  imputed  to  na.- 
tions  that  have  any  virtue,  or  profefs  chriftianity.     This 
cannot  fall  upon  the  French  and   Spaniards,  who  had 
certainly  a   great  zeal  to  religion,  whatever  it  was  ;  and 
were  fo  eminent  for  moral  virtues,  as  to  be  a  reproach 
to  us,  who  live  in  an  age  of  more  knowledge.     But  their 
meaning  is  fo  well  declared  by  their  moft  folemn  aSs^  . 
that  none  but  thofe  who  are  wilfully  ignorant  can  miftake.  - 
One. of  the  councils  held  a.t  Toledo  declared  by  the  clergy, 
nobility,  and  others  aflifting.  "  that  no  man  (hould  be    . 
"  placed  in  the  royal  feat  till  he  had  fworn  to  prefcrve 
"  the  church,"*  &c.     Another  held   in  the  fame  place. 
fignified  to  Sifinandus,  who  was  tlien  newly  crowned  t, 
"  that  if  he,  or  any  of  his  fucceffors,  (hould,  contrary. 
"  to    their    oaths,    and   the    laws    of    their    country, 
"  proudly  and  cruelly  prefume  to  exercife  dominatioa 
"  over  them,  he  ftiould  be  excommunicated,  and  .fepa^ 
"  rated  from  Chrift  and  them  to  eternal  judgment."  The. 
French  laws,  and  their  beft  writers,  aflcrting^thtj/amc^^ . 
things,  arc  confirmed  by  perpetual  pradlice,     Henry  of 

•  Concil.  iulct  G.'  +  Concil.  Tblct 4. 

Navarre 


>ll 


affability,  could  never  be  adr 

^«.p*blcof  thcceremonie 
2;™»u«g  to  the  religion  .),i^ 

*»*•    Nay,  this  prefc„t^i„ 

^««Wt,  and  debated  by  mi 
'«««'»  as  hefty,,  with  joy, 
«»fy  to  law,  and  calls  it  a  hj 
«nceofwhich,heha5annull 
•ftd  grandfether,  alienatinj  th 

••Ail^scomraiytolaw,  and 

Thefe  thing,  tengconfirmc 

^  Ait  nation,  Filmer  finds  c 

Z*  ♦"™i«rid  neither  oiindin 

t-  taaxitos  from  a  Tile  flatter 

•^ttdferAeperfonalinten 
tben  bngof  Navane,  in  which 
••  apparent,  though  furious,  m 

**  in  all   .^<V.A  .     . 
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Ij^opfef  as  the  bed  msin  they  <rould  fct  up,  than  to  im- 
fo(t  a  neceflfity  upon  them  of  taking  hiniy  if  he  had  been 
|he  worft.  But  our  author,  not  contented  with  what 
^s  fycbphant  fays,  in  relation  to  fuch  princes  d$  are 
pbced  in  the  government  by  a  law  edablilhing  the  fuc- 
befllion  by  inheritance^  with  an  impudence  peculiar  td 
himfelfy  aflferts  the  fame  right  to  be  in  any  man,  who  by 
%tiy  means  gets  into  power ;  and  impofes  the  fame  ne- 
iceflity  of  obedience  upon  the  fubjeft  where  there  is  no 
law,  as  Bellay  does  by  virtue  of  one  that  is  eftabliihed. 

4*  in  the  laft  place :  As  Bcllay  acknowledges,  that  the 
ti^  belongs  to  princes  oiily,  where  it  is  eflablifhed  hff 
hw;  1  deny  that  there  is>  was,  or  ever  can  be,  any  fuch. 
No  people  is  known  to  have  been  fo  mad  or  wicked  at 
by  their  own  confentj  for  theif  own  Igood,  and  for  the 
obtaining  of  juftice,  to  give  the  power  to  hearts,  under 
Whom  it  could  never  be  obtained :  or  if  we  could  believe, 
that  any  had  been  guilty  of  an  aft  fo  full  of  folly,  turpi- 
tude, 2md  wickednefs,  it  couldf  not  have  the  force  of  a 
law,  and  could  never  be  put  in  execution ;  for  though 
,ttie  rules,  by  which  the  proximity  (hould  be  judged,  be 
never  fo  prccife,  it  will  ftill  be  doubted  whofe  cafe  fuita 
bcft  with  them.  Though  the  law  in  fome  places  gives 
private  inheritances  to  the  next  heir,  and  in  others  makef 
^otments  according  to  fevcral  proportions,  no  one  knows 
to  whom,  or  how  far,  the  benefit  fhall  accrue  to  any 
aian,  till  it  be  adjudged  by  a  power  to  which  the  partiet 
ttiuft  fiibmit.  ConteQs  will  in  the  like  manner  arife  Ci»n- 
eeming  fucceflions  to  crowns,  how  cxadtly  foever  thmj  be 
iifpofed  by  law :  for  though  every  one  will  f^yi  that  th« 
^  V«..'II.  A  a  next 


■;    •■  •....I.:,',  Mi'|ii.iiiD;e   to   I 

r''''i.ilvHcrhf  jm'gmentcf  m; 

any  thing  I  krx^w)  obliged  to  b 

*iim.  if  he  fays  he  has  it.     For  c 

man  in  particular,  or  all  togcthc 

ing  his  title,  ifcanbcofnovakjc 

•     ^.,1  o(>nftfs,  that  the  law  of  Frai 

l'»n    of  females,    and   their   defc 

many  dan-crous  and   inextricable 

remain,  which  arc  fufficient  to  ful 

that  kingdom,  if  there  le  not  a  p. 

and  there  can  be  none  if  it  be  fru 

♦•  le  vif.-     Not  totroublc  mvfclf , 

of  legitimation  alone  wiirfuffice. 

fay,  that  the  children  born  under 

purcd  lco;ifimatc;  for  not  only  fe. 

Join  daughter  to  the  king  of  Portu- 

I'oiirth   i>f"  ("■.(>;!,.    ,1...:..   .. 


COVtRNMEMT*  363 

1  (houid  relate  all  the  dubious-cafes,  that  have  been,  of 
ftill  remain  in  the  world,  touching  matters  of  this  nature  : 
but  4he  lawyers  of  all  nations  will  teftifj^,  that  hardly  any 
one  point  comes  before  them,  which  aflbrds  a  greater 
tiutnber  of  difficult  cafes,  than  that  of  marriages,  and  the 
legitimation  of  children  upon  them  ;  and  nations  mud  be 
Involved  in  the  moft  inextricable  difficulties,  if  there  be. 
iUit  a  power  fomewherc  to  decide  them ;  which  cannot  be, 
if  there  be  no  intermiffiort,  and  that  the  next  in  blood 
(that  is,  he  who  fays  he  is  the  next)  be  immediately  in- 
vefted  with  the  right  and  powef.  But  furely  no  people/ 
has  been*  fo  Carelefs  of  their  moft  important  concern- 
ments, to  leave  them  in  fuch  uncertainty,  and  (im- , 
ply  to  depend  Upon  the  humour  of  a  man,  or  the  faith  of 
a  woman,  who,  befides  their  other  frailties,  have  been 
often  accufed  of  fuppofitious  births  i  and  mens  paffions 
are  kricfwn  to  be  fo  violent  in  relation  to  women  they 
love  or  hate,  that  none  can  fafely  be  trufted  with  thofc 
judgments.  The  virtue  of  the  beft  would  be  cxpofed  to 
a  temptation,  that  fle(h  and  blood  can  hardly  refift ;  and 
fuch  as  are  lefs  perfeft  would  follow  no  other  rule  than 
the  blind  impulfe  of  the  paffion,  that  for  the  prefent 
reigns  in  them.  There  muft  therefore  be  a  judge  of  fuch 
difputes  as  may  in  thefe  cafes  arife  in  every  kingdom ; 
and  though  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  determine,  who  is 
that  judge  in  all  places,  yet  I  may  juftly  fay,  that  in 
England  it  is  the  parliament.  If  no  inferior  authority 
could  debar  Ignotus  fon  to  the  lady  Rofle,  born  under 
Ao  protedion,  from  the  inheritance  of  a  private  frimily 
can  certainly  alTumc  a  power  of  difpoling  of  the 
A  a  a  crown 


extending  to  a  public  mifchicf.     Henry  the 
an  expeditious  wav  ot  obviating  part  of  the  c 
that  might  arife   from  the  multitude  of  hf: 
cutting  off  the  heads  of  fome^  m  foon  a»  he  n 
iliemi  or  had  a  mind  to  take  another;  butl 
hindred  from  doling  in  the  fane  manner  with 
"by  the  greatncfs  of  her  birth  and  khidrtdy  I 
as  die  parliament  only  could  refolre*    And  nc 
VvoDld  ever  luve  thought  of  makii^  Mary  am 
.capable  of  the  fucceflion,  when,  accordh^  i 
rules  one  of  them  muft  have  been  a  baftard ; 
been  abfurd  to  favi  that  both  of  them  were,  u 
upon  the  death  of  their  predeceflbrs,    poflfeC 
cnm  n,  if  an  ad  of  parliament  had  not  conferre 
upon  them,  which  they  could  not  have  by  b 
the  kings  and  princes  of  England  have  not 
temper  difterent  from  thofe  of  other  nations: 
examples  may  be  brought  of  the  like  occafions 
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a  power  of  deciding  the  controvcrfics  that  arifc  from  the? 
uncertainty  of  titles,  according  to  the  refpc<ftive  laws  of 
every  nation,  upon  which  they  are  grounded :  no  mait 
can  be  thought  to  have  a  juft  title,  till  it  be  fo  adjudged 
by  that  power  :  this  judgment  is  the  firft  ftep  to  the  throne  :■    .  * 
the  oath  taken  by  the  king  obliges  him  to  obfervc  the  lawi  / 
of  his  country ;  and  that  concerning  the  fucceflfion  being    * 
one  of  the  principal,  lie  h  obliged  tp  keiep '  that  part  a» 
well  as  any  other. 
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The  gnatefi  enemy  of  a  jufl  magijirate  is  he  who  en- 
deavours to  invuluiiite  the  contracf  between  him  and 
the  people^  or  to  corrupt  their  manners. 

i 

IT  is  not  only  from  religion,  but  from  the  law  of  na* 
turc  that  we  learn  the  neceflity  of  ftnnding  to  the  agree- 
ments we  make  ;  and  he  who  dopnrfs  from  the  principle 
written  in  the  hearts  of  men,  "  p.i'Stis  ftandum,"  feemf 
to  degenerate  into  a  bcaft.  Such  ns  had  virtue,  though 
without  true  religion,  could  tell  us  (as  a  brave  and  excel- 
lent Grecian  did^\  that  it  was  not  necelfary  for  him  to 
live,  but  it  was  ncccffary  to  prefcrve  his  heart  from  deceit, 
and  his  tongue  from  fa!<hood.  The  Roman  fatirift  car- 
ries the  fame  notion  to  a  great  height,  and  affirms,  that  ♦ 

• Phalaris  licet  imperct,  u:  fis 

Falfus,  Sc  adinoto  di^tct  pcrjuria  tauro,  .  '  *   y 

Summum  cjcdc  ncfas  animain  pracfcrrc  pudiMri«     Jwenal.        '         * 


A  a  3"  *^  xSwsvjsjgpv 
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<*  though  tlic  word  of  tyrants  fhould  command  a  man  to 
<*  be  falfc  and  perjured,  and  back  his  mjim^ion  with  the 
**  utmoft  of  torments,  he  ought  to  pre  ft  r  hh  integrity  be- 
*«  fore  his  life."  *  And  though  Filrrer  m:iy  be  excufcd  if 
he  often  miftakefe  In  matters  of  thcolo^\  ;  yet  his  inclina- 
tions to  Rome,  which  he  prefers  before  Geneva^  might 
have  led  him  to  the  principles  in  which  the  honell  Ro- 
mans lived,  if  he  had  not  obfcrvcd,  that  fuch  pnm  ipks  as 
make  men  honcftand  generous,  do  alfo  mi»ke  them  lovers 
of  liberty,  and  conftant  in  the  defence  of  rheir  country ; 
which  favouring  too  much  of  a  republicin  fpirit^  he  pre- 
fers the  morals  of  that  city,  fince  they  are  become  more 
refined  by  the  pious  and  charitable  Jefuits,  before  thofc 
that  were  remarkable  in  them,  as  long  as  they  retained 
any  fliadow  of  their  ancient  intcijrit),  which  ai^niittcd  of 
no  equivocations,  and  deteftcd  prevarications;  by  that 
means  prcfcrving  innocence  in  tlic  hearts  of  private  men, 
for  their  inward  contcntmc  nt,  and  in  civil  focictics,  for 
the  .public  good;  whicli  if  once  cxtinguiOied,  mankind 
muf>  necetYarily  fall  into  the  condition  11*  bbcs  rightly 
calls  V  helium  omnium  contra  omncs^  '  wherein  no  man 
can  promife  to  himfelf  any  otb.cr  wite,  children,  or  goods, 
than  he  can  pri>cure  by  his  own  fword. 
'  Some  may  perhnps  think,  that  the  endeavours  of  our 
author  to  introduce  fiicli  accurfcd  principles,  as  tend  to 
the  ruin  of  mankind,  proceed  from  his  ignorance.  But 
though  he  appears  to  have  lad  a  great  meafarc  of  that 
quality,  I  fear  the  evil  proce  ds  from  a  deeper  root;  and 
that  he  attempts  to  promote  the  intcrefts  of  ill  magirtratcs, 
who  make  it  tlieir  buiincfs  to  dcllroy  all  good  principles 
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in  the  people,  with  as  much  induftry  as  the  good  cndea- 
vour  to  prefcrvc  them  where  they  arc,  and  teach  them 
where  they  arc  wanting.  Reafon  and  experience  inftradl 
U8|  that  every  man  acls  according  t(>  the  end  lie  prnpofes 
to  himfelf.  The  good  magiftratc  1'ccks  tlie  g^«od  of  the 
people  committed  to  his  c;^rc,  that  he  may  perform  the 
end  of  his  inftitiiti(m  :  and  knowing  that  chiefly  to  confift- 
in  jufticeand  viituc,  he  endeavours  to  plant  and  propa- 
gate them  ;  and  by  (!()in<T  this  he  procures  liis  own  good 
as  wtll  that  of  the  public.  He  knows  there  is  no  fafety 
^here  theie  is  n«j  lUv  iiprh,  no  Orcngih  without  union,  no 
union  vi'houtju***cc  :  no  jn^ricc  where  faith  and  truth, 
in  accompl  (li  r.g  r  b'.ic  and  private  contrails,  it  wanting. 
Tb\<  he  pcrpf.n!.  l.y  iiioulcavci',  ar.d  tliinks  it  a  great  part 
of  his  duty,  by  precept  and  example,  to  educate  the  youth 
in  a  iovc  of  \irtue  an(i  truth,  th«it  they  may  be  fcafoncd 
wiih  t!»em,  and  filled  with  an  abhorrence  of  vice  and  falf* 
ho(xl,  before  they  attam  that  age  uhich  iscxpofcd  to  the 
mort  violent  temptations,  and  in  which  they  may,  by  their 
criirts,  bring  the  grcatctl  mifchiefs  upon  the  public.  He 
would  do  all  this,  though  it  were  to  his  own  prejudice. 
But  as  good  actions  always  carry  a  reward  with  them,  thcfc 
contribute  m  a  Iiigh  meafure  to  his  advantage.  By  pre- 
ferring tlic  inttrv^-tl  of  r!ie  people  before  his  own,  he  gains 
their  affeftion,  and  all  that  is  in  tht-ir  power  comes  with  it  | 
whilft  he  unites  them  to  one  anotli(.r,  he  unites  all  to  him- 
fclf :  in  leading  them  to  virtue,  he  increafes  their  ftrength, 
and  by  that  means  provides  for  his  own  fafety,  glory,  and 
powxr.  •         ..  I 

On  the  other  fide,  fuch  as  feck  ditFcrent  end*  mul>  take 
j\  a  4  diffcrcnj"" 
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iffcrcn^  ways.  When  a  magiftrate  fancys  he  Is  not 
ladc  for  the  people,  but  the  people  for  hhn  ;  that  he  does 
ot  govern  for  them,  but  fcr  himfdf ;  and  that  the  people 
ve  only  to  increafe  his  glory,  or  furnifh  mtticr  for  hi» 
leafures ;  he  docs  not  inquire  what  he  may  do  for  them, 
ut  what  he  may  draw  from  them.  By  this  means  be 
;ts  up  an  intereft  of  profit,  pleafure,  or  pomp,  in  him* 
tlf,  repugnant  to  the  good  of  the  public,  for  which  he  i» 

adc  to  be  what  he  is.  TThcfe  contrary  ends  certainly  dU. 
idc  the  nation  into  parties ;  and  whilft  every  one  endea*^ 
ours  to  advance  that  to  which  he  is  add  idled,  occafiont 

hatred  for  injuries  every  day  done,  or  thought  to  be 
one,  and  received,  muil  neceffarily  arife.  This  creates, 
mod  fierce  and  irreconcileable  enmity,  becaufe  the  oc* 
afions  are  frequent,  important,  and  univerfal,  and  the 
aufes  thought  to  be  moft  juft.  The  people  think  it  the 
reateft  of  all  crimes,  to  convert  that  power  to  their 
urt,  which  was  inrtitutcd  for  their  good  ;  and  tliat  the 
ijuftice  is  aggravated  by  perjury  and  ingrntitudc,  which 
omprchend  all  manner  of  ill;  and  the  mag^Ttratc  gives 
he  name  of  fcdition  or  rebellion  to  whatfoever  they  do 
^r  the  prcfcrvation  of  thcmfclvcs,  nnd  their  own  rights. 
Vhcn  mens  fpirils  are  thus  prepared,  a  fmall  matter  fcts 
hem  on  fire  \    but  if  no  accident  happen  to  blow  them 

to  a  flame,  the  courfe  of  juOice  is  certainly  interrupted, 
he  public  atf.'irs  are  neg-cc^ed  ,  and  when  any  occafion, 
vhetl.cr  forc'i;n  or  dome^^ic,  arifcs,  in  which  the  magif- 
ntc  (lands  in  \\<:ci\  ot  the  pc(>ple's  afl'nlancc,  they,  whofe 
ftcdions  arc  alicnaicd,  not  only  flicw  an  unwilUngnefs 

fcrvc  him  with  their  pcrfons  and  crtates,  but  fear  that 
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by  delivering  him  from  his  diftrcfs,  thcjf  ftftngthen  theif 
jtncmy,  and  enable  him  to  opprefs  them  :  and  he  fancy- 
ing his  will  to  be  unjuftly  oppofcd   or  his  due  more  un« 
juftly  dented,  is  filled  with  a  diftike  of  what  he  fees,  and 
a  fear  of  worfe  for  the  future.     Whilft  he  endeavours  to 
cafe  himself  of  the  one>  and  to  provide  againft  the  other, 
he  ufually  increases  the  evils  of  both,  and  jcaloufies  are  on 
both  Gdcs  multiplied.     Every  man  knows,  that  the  go- 
verned are  in  a  great  mcifure  under  the  power  of  the 
governor;  but  as  n(^  mr.n,  or  number  of  men,  is  willing-^ 
ly  fubjeft  to  thofe  who  leek  their  ruin,  fuch  as  fell  into 
fo, great  a  misfortune,  continue  no  longer  under  it  than 
force,  fear,  or  neceffity,  may  be  able  to  oblige  them.    Buf 
as  fuch  a  neceffity  can  hardly  lie  longer  upon  a  great  pec* 
pie,  than  till  the  evil  be  fully  difcovered  and  comprehend*^ 
ed,  and  their  virtue,  ftrcngth,  and  power,  be  united  to  ex* 
pel  it;  the  ill  magiflrate  looks  upon  all  things,  that  maf* 
conduce  to  that  end,  as  fo  many  preparatives  to  his  ruiny 
and  by  the  help  of  thofe,  who  arc  of  his  party,  will  enu 
dcavour  to  prevent  that  union,  and  diminifli  that  ftrength^ 
virtue,  power,  and  courage,  which  he  knows  to  be  bent 
againft  him.     And  as  truth,  faithful  dealing,  due  perfor- 
mance of  contracts,  and  integrity  of  manners,  are  bond^ 
of  union,  and  helps  to  good,  he  will  always  by  tricks,  ar-» 
tifices,  cavils,  and  all  mer.ns  poflible,  endeavour  to  efta- 
blifh  failhood  and  diflionefly  ;  whilft  other  emiilaries  and 
inftruments  of  iniquity,  by  corrupting  the  youth,  and  fe»- 
ducing  fuch  as  can  be  brought  tc»  icwdncfs  and  debauch- 
cry,  bring  the  people  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  they  may  neither 
care  nor  dare  to  vindicate  their  rights,  and  that  thofe  who 


A  HIS  (iiitinguirhcs  the  p;ooc 
faiti.ful  from  the  unfa'th.fu!  ;  a 
living  in  the  fame  principle,  i 
They  who  uphold  the  right 
tracy,  cncoungc  virtue  and 
they  ought  to  do,  fuflfcr,  or  ex 
upon  piinciples  of  honcrty  ;  s 
thing  that  tends  to  the  incre; 
greatnefs,  and  happinefs  of  t 
vpion  among  them,  and  brin^ 
underi^anding  of  his  own  and 
Other  fide,    he  that   would  ir 
make  one  evil  who  was  good,  < 
creife  of  injuQice   when  he   i 
offen  the  way  for  him  by  vitiat 
their  manners,  dcftroying   the 
trads,  teaching  fuch  eva  urns, 
as  are  inconfiHent  with  the  tliuu 
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«  father  or  an  enemy  to  his  country.  This  being  calcu- 
lated for  his  pprfonal  intereft,  he  mufi  purfuc  the  fame 
^(igns,  or  his  kingdom  is  divided  within  itfelf  and  can- 
2101  fubfift.  By  this  means  thofe  who  flatter  his  humour, 
come  to  be  accoimtcd  his  friends,  and  the  only  men  that 
arc  thought  worthy  of  grent  trufts,  whilft  fuch  as  are  of 
another  mind  are  cxpofed  to  all  perfecution.  Tliefe  are 
always  fuch  a$  excel  in  virtue,  wifdom,  and  greatnefs 
of  fpirit:  they  have  eyes,  and  they  will  always  fee  the. 
way  they  go ;  and  leaving  fools  to  be  guided  by  implicit 
faith,  will  diftinguiih  between  good  and  evil,  and  chufe 
that  which  is  beft:  they  will  judge  of  men  by  their 
anions,  and  by  them  difcovcring  whofe  fervant  every 
man  is,  know  whether  he  is  to  be  obeyed  or  not.  Thofe 
-who  are  ignorant  of  nil  good,  carclefs,  or  enemies  to  it, 
take  a  more  compendious  wav;  their  (lavilh,  vitious,  and 
bafe  natures,  inclining  them  to  feek  only  private  and  pre- 
fent  advantages,  they  eafily  Aide  into  a  blind  dependence 
upon  one,  who  has  wealth  and  power  ;  and  defiring  only 
to  know  his  will,  care  not  what  injuftice  they  do,  if  they 
may  be  rewarded.  They  worfliip  what  they  find  in  the 
temple,  though  it  be  the  viUnt  of  idols  ;  and  always  like 
that  beft  which  is  worft,  becnufe  it  agrees  with  their  in- 
clinations and  principles.  When  a  party  comes  to  be 
erected  upon  fuch  a  foundation,  debauchery,  lewdnefs, 
and  diflionefty,  are  the  true  badges  of  it.  Such  as  wear 
them  are  cheriflicd  ^  but  the  principle  marks  of  favour 
arc  refer ved  for  diofe,  who  are  the  moft  induftrious  in 
mifchief  either  by  feducing  the  people  with  the  allure, 
ments  of  ftnfual  pleafures,  or  corrupting  ihcir  under- 


are  the  dcvWs  minillrrs   of  a  lo 

finglc  pcrfons  ;  and  fuch  as  fall  ir 

the  moft  part  men  of  the  fimplci 

fupportfrs  of  his  kingdom  arc  th 

trines  poifon  the  fprings  of  relig 

preaching  or  writing  (if  their  h 

'Were  not  detefled)  would  cxtinj 

common  honcfty,  and  bring  wh< 

fatisficd  with  themfclvcs,   when 

abominable.     And  at  the  means  n 

to  the  end  propofcd,  the  governme 

bliflied  or  fuported  by  fuch  ways  rr 

of  all,  and  comprehend  all  manner 
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tV;^y?  commands  are  not  to   he  oh 

fihhTpj    tf.    r..a\  .   r 
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g  of  the  fabbath  is  a  divine  law»  yet  i^ 
mand  his  fervaat  not  to  go  to  chufdi 
h-day,  the  bed  divines  teach  us,  the 
bey,  &c.  It  is  not  fit  to  tic  the  maftcr 
he  fenrant  with  his  fecret  counfel/' 
uently  contradldls  in  one  line  what  be 
this  whole  claufe  is  uniform,  and  fult^ 
klign  of  his  book.  He  fets  up  the  au-^ 
a  oppofition  to  the  command  of  Gody 
-ence,  and  fay,  the  bed  divines  inftruft 
Paul  then  mud  have  been  one  of  the 
eWy  that  the  powers  under  which  he 
T  tlic  fevered  penalties^  forbidden  the 
1  gofpel ;  and  yet  he  fays,  "  Woe  to  mc 
lOt."  St.  Peter  was  no  better  than  he^ 
•That  it  is  better  to  obey  God  than 
Y  could  not  fpeak  otherwife,  unlefs  they 
:  words  of  their  Madcr,  who  told  them^ 
lot  fear  them,  that  could  only  kill  the 
n  who  could  kill,  and  cad  into  hell/* 
)i  fear  him,  that  can  only  kill  the  body, 
on,  but  all  excufe  for  obeying  him,  ie 

he  fays,  he  cites  a  pertinent  example  from 
:ry  logically  concludes,  thatbccaufe  Chrift 
ocrify  of  the  Pharifes  (who  generally  ad- 
tcrnal  flnd  circumdantial  part  of  the  law, 
Ifential,  and  taking,  upon  themfelves  to 

•  Ch>p,  tiv, 

tK 


guc  a  lilcr'v  <'f  healing  the  fick,  tl 
of  kings  are  to  be  obeyed,  thougl 
trary  to  human  and  divine  laws,     i 
not  blinded  him,   he  might  have 
text  is  wholly  againft  his  purpofe ; 
power  was  on  the  Mt  of  the  Pha 
would  not  have  fought  an  occafioh 
that  power  having  perverted  the 
glofl'es,  and  a  fuperinduftion  of  hu 
hibited  the  moft  neceffary  a6ts  of  c 
the  fabbath-dajr,  which  Chrift  repro 
lick  man  to  his  health  in  their  (ighf« 
But  I  could  wifh  our  author  ha( 
of  thofc  divines^  who,  he  fays,  are  th 
tend  to  teach  us  thefe  fine  things. 
arc  thought  good,  that  are  of  a  contr: 
that  God  having  required  that  day  to 
fervice  and  worfhip,    man  cannot  f 
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fpcfits  and  reyelingSy  which  ended,  for  the  moft  part,  ia 
llrunkennefs  and  Icwdnefs,  were  not  only  permitted  on 
that  day,  but  injoined.  And  though  this  did  advance 
human  authority  in  derogation  to  the  divine,  to  a  degree 
that  may  pleafe  fuch  as  arc  of  our  author's  mind ;  yet  others^ 
t«fotving  rather  to  obey  the  laws  of  God  than  the  com- 
mands of  men,  could  not  be  brought  to  pafs  the  Lord't 
day  in  that  manner.  Since  that  time  no  man,  except 
Filmer  and  Hcylin,  has  been  fo  wicked  to  conceive, 
or  fo  impudent  to  aiTert  fuch  brutal  abfurdities.  But 
leaving  the  farther  confideration  of  the  original  of  this 
abufe,  I  dciirc  to  know,  whether  the  authority  given  to 
matters  to  ccttimand  things  contrary  to  the  law  of  God^ 
be  peculiar  in  relation  to  the  Sabbath,  or  to  a  few  other 
points,  or  ought  generally  to  extend  to  all  God's  laws  ; 
and  whether  he  who  may  command  his  fervant  to  ad 
contrary  to  the  latv  of  God,  have  not  a  right  in  him- 
felf  of  doing  the  fame.  If  peculiar,  fome  authority  or  ^^ 
precept  muft  be  produced,  by  which  it  may  appear, 
that  God  has  fiighied  his  ordinance  concerning  that  day, 
and  fufFercd  it  to  be  contemned,  whilft  he  exacts  obe- 
dience to  all  others.  If  we  have  a  liberty  left  to  ua 
of  flighting  others  alfo,  more  or  Icfs  in  number,  wc 
ought  to  know  how  many,  what  ihcy  arc,  and  how 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  feme  arc  of 'obligation,  and 
Others  not.  I  f  the  empire  of  the  world  is  not  only  divided 
between  God  and  Caefar,  but  evrry  man  alfo  who  can 
give  five  pounds  a  year  to  a  fervant,  has  iu  great  a  part  in 
it,  that,  in  fome  cafe^,  his  commands  are. to  be  obeyed 
preferably  to  thofe  of  God,  it  wera  fit  to  koow  the  limita 

of 


of  each  klngtlom,  left  wc  happen  prcpoftcniufly  to  nt^ 
man,  when  we  ought  to  obey  G^k!,  or  God,  wlitn  we  arc 
to  follow  the  eommands  of  men-  If  it  be  grneral,  the 
law  of  God  is  of  no  efFefl,  and  we  may  fafcly  put  an  end 
to  all  thoughts  and  difeoorfcs  of  religion :  tJic  word  of 
God  is  nothing  to  us:  we  ^c  not  to  inquirt^  what  he  has 
commanded,  but  what  pleafcs  our  mailer^  how  infoknty 
fbolifh»  vile,  OT  wicked,  foever  he  may  be-  The  apoftlei 
and  prophets,  who  died  for  preferring  the  commands  of 
God  before  thofc  of  men,  fell  like  fools,  and  perifhed  in 
their  fins.  But  if  cver)^  particular  man  that  has  a  fer- 
vant,  can  exempt  him  from  the  commands  of  God,  ht 
may  alfo  exempt  himfelf,  and  the  laws  of  God  are  at 
once  abrogated  throughout  the  world* 
.  It  is  a  fdly  to  fay  there  is  a  paflivc,  as  well  as  an  ac* 
five  obedience,  and  that  he  Who  will  not  do  what  hii 
mafler  commands,  ought  to  fuffer  the  punifhmcnt  he  in- 
§\6\s :  for,  if  the  maimer  has  a  right  of  commanding,  there 
is  a  duty  incumbent  on  the  fervant  of  obeying*  He  that 
fuiiers  for  not  doing  that  which  he  ought  to  do,  draws 
upon  himfelf  both  the  guilt  and  the  punifliment.  But  nd 
one  can  be  obliged  to  fuffer  for  that  which  he  ought  not 
to  do,  becaufe  he  who  pretends  to  command,  has  not  fo 
for  an  authority.  However,  our  queftion  is,  whether  the 
fervant  ihould  forbear  to  do  that  which  God  commands^ 
rather  than  whether  the  mafter  fhould  put  away  or  beat 
him,  if  he  do  not :  for  if  the  fervant  ought  to  obey  his 
maAef?  rather  than  God,  as  our  author  fays  the  beft  di* 
vines  affert,  he  fins  in  difobeying,  and  that  guilt  cannot 
kc  expiated  by  hi«  (ufFering.    If  it  be  thought  I  carry  this 

point 
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KMtt  to  an  :iiiKkie  extreffiity^  die  Itmitt  oti^t  to  be  de* 
tnonftrated,  by  which  it  may  appear  that  I  exceed  tbem^ 
liiovgh  the  nature  of  the  cafe  cannot  be  altered  :  for.  if  the 
bw  of  God  may  not  be  abrogated  by  the  commands  of 
fbcn,  a  fervant  cannot  be  exempted  from  keeping  the  fab^ 
bath  according  to  the  ordinance  of  G<kl»  at  the  will  of  his 
maflcr.  But  if  a  power  be  given  to  man  at  his  plrafure 
to-ttMittl  the  laws  of  God,  the  apoftles  ought  not  to  have 
pleached,  when  they  were  forbidden  by  the  powers  tQ 
which  they  were  fubjcft :  the  tortures  and  deaths  they 
lii0cred  fer  not  obeying  that  command  were  in  their  own 
wrongs  iand  their  blood  was  upon  their  own  heads. 

Hisfecond  inftance  concerning  wars,  in  which  he  fays^ 
the  fubjeft  is  not  to  examine  whether  they  are  juft  or  un* 
juft,  but  muft  obey,  is  weak  and  frivolous,  and  very  often 
£dfe  ;  whereas  confequences  can  rightly  be  drawn  from 
fuch  diings  only  as  are  certainly  and  univerfally  true. 
Though'God  may  be  merciful  to  a  foldicr,  who  by  the 
wickedne(s  of  a  magiftrate,  whom  he  honcftly  trufts,  is 
i|iade  a  minifter  of  injuftice,  it  is  nothing  to  this  cafe. 
For^  If  our  author  fay  true,  that  the  word  of  a  king  can 
juftify  him  in  going  againft  the  command  of  God,  he 
muft  do  what  is  commanded,  though  he  think  it  evil : 
die  chriftian  foldiers  under  the  pagan  emperors  were 
obliged  to  deftroy  their  brethren,  and  the  beft  men  in  the 
world,  for  being  fo:  fuch  as  now  live  under  the  Turk 
have  the  fame  obligation  upon  them  of  defending  their 
iDafter,  and  (laughtering  thofc  he'  reputes  his  enemies  for 
ailbering  to  chriftianity :  and  the  king  of  France  may, 
iH^en  he  pleafeS|  arfi  one  part  pf  his  protcft;^nt  fubjc£ts 

Vou  II.  B  b  ^ 


their  commands ;    and  God   would   n 
them  fo  fcvcrcly,   if  they  had  not  finn 
tinent  to  fay  they  were  obliged  to  fcrve 
/fft  war^y  but  not  to  ferve  idols  \  fb 
jcalouB  of  his  glorjr,  yet  he  forbids  np 
well  9s  idolatry.     H  there  be  a  Itv  tH 
]t&  to  cxmninc  the  commands  tending 
not  but  tnjoin  obedience  to  the  other. 
rity  which  juftifies  murder,  takes  away 
try ;  and  the  wretches,  both  judges  ai 
put  Naboth  to  death,  could  as  little  allc 
thoTe  that  worfhipped  Jeroboam's  calves 
of  nature  by  which  they  Oiould  have  ki 
culous  imagt  was  not  to  be  adored  ai 
them  alfo,  that  an  innocent  man  oi^ht 
ttncc  of  lawt  to  be  ■Miidcred  by  perjury 
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fierluips  may  bo  irregular  or  extravagant  in  one  ^ho  » 
fubjeft  to  no  law,  our  author  very  dexteroufly  removdi 
the  fcroples  by  telling  us, 

I*  **  That  the  prerogative  of  the  king  to  be  above  the 
^  law,  is  only  for  the  good  of  them  that  are  under  the 
•*  law,  and  to  preferve  their  liberties. 

%  "  That  there  can  be  no  laws  without  a  fupreme 
^*  power  to  command  or  make  them :  in  aridocracies  the 
*«  noblemen  are  above  the  law  :  in  democracies  the  peo- 
^*  pie:  by  the  like  reafon,  in  a  monarchy,  the  king  muft 
**  of  iwceflity  be  above  the  law.  There  can  be  no  fove- 
^*  reign  maje%  in  him  that  is  under  the  law:  that  which 
**  gives  the  very  being  to  a  king,  is  the  power  to  give 
**  laws.  Without  this  power  he  is  but  an  equivocal 
«*  king.  It  (kills  not  how  he  comes  by  this  power,  whe- 
'^*  ther  by  eleflion,  donation,  fucceffion,  or  any  other 
*'  means."  I  am  contented  in  fome  dgrcee  to  follow  oUr 
audior,  and  to  acknowledge,  that  the  king  neither  has, 
nor  can  have;  any  prerogative  which  is  not  for  the  good 
of  the  people,  and  the  prefcrvation  of  their  liberties.  This 
therefore  is  the  foundation  of  magiftratical  power,  and  the 
^nly  way  of  difceming  whether  the  prerogative  of  making 
hw8,  of  being  above  laws,  or  iny  other  he  may  pretend, 
be  juftly  due  to  him  or  not :  and  if  it  be  doubted  who  is 
the  fitted  judge  to  determine  that  queflion,  common  fenfc 
will  inform  us,  that  if  the  magiftratc  receive  his  power 
by  ele£^ion  or  donation,  they  who  elc(ft,  or  give  him  that 
power,  beft  know  whether  the  good  they  fought  be  per- 
formed or  not ;  if  by  fucceffion,  they  who  inftitutcd  the 
fucceffion ;  if  othervrife,  that  is,  by  fraud  or  violence,  the 
B  b  2  ^^x'W 
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guicied  :  but  it  would  be  extreme  madncfs  to  at 
fame  to  children^  tools,  or  madmen,  who  are 
judge  of  the  lead  things  concerning  themfelves 
but  nK>(l  cfpecially  to  thofe  who»  coming  in  by  i 
declare  <heir  contempt  of  all  human  and  divine 
aneencmi^  to  the  people  theyopprefiu  Nonetht 
be  judges  pf  fuch  cafes  but  the  people,  fct  wh 
Yfhom  the  conftitutions  are  made ;  or  their  repr 
Slid  delegates,  to  whom  they  give  the  power  of 
But  nothing,  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  {ay; 
man  has  an  abfolute  power  above  law  ta  govern 
to  his  o)tn  wiliy  <^  for  the  people's  good,  and  the 
^<  tion  of  their  liberty:"  for  no  liberty  can  fut 
there  is  fuch  a  power  \  and  we  have  no  other  i 
tinguiihing  between  free  nations,  and  fuch  as 
ihan  that  the  free  axe  governed  by  their  own 
magiftrates,  according  to  their  own  mind,  ani 
others  either  have  willinclvfubicdlcd  themfelves 
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amafter,  bought,  taken,  fubdued,  or  willingly  gives  his 
ear  to  be  nailed  to  the  poft,  and  fubjeds  himfelf  to  the 
will  of  another.  Thus  were  the  Grecians  faid  to  be  free, 
in  oppbfition  to  the  Medes  and  PeHians,  as  Artabanus 
acknowledged  in  his  difcourfe  to  Thcmiftocles  ♦.  In  the 
fame  manner  the  Italians,  Germans,  and  Spaniards, 
were  diftinguiftied  from  the  eaftern  nations,  who,  for  the 
moft  part,  were  under  the  power  of  tyrants.  Rome  was 
faid  to  have  recovered  liberty  by  the  expuUion  of  th& 
Tarquins-;  or  as  Tacitus  exprcflfcs  it,  **  t  Lucius  Brutus 
••  eftablifhed  liberty  and  the  confulate  together,"  as  if 
before  that  time  they  had  never  enjoyed  any ;  and  Julius 
Caefar  is  faid  to  have  overthrown  the  liberty  of  that  peo- 
ple. But  if  Filmcr  defcrve  credit,  the  Romans  were  free 
under  Tarquin,  enflaved  when  he  was  driven  away,  and  bis 
prerogative  extinguiOied,  that  was  fo  neceflarily  required 
for  the  defence  of  their  liberty ;  and  were  never  redored 
to  it,  till  Cxfar  affumed  all  the  power  to  himfelf.  By 
the  fame  rule  the  Switxers,  Grifons,  Venetians,  Hol- 
landers, and  fome  other  nations,  are  now  flaves;  and 
Tufcany,  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the  ecdcfiailical  flate, 
with  fuch  as  live  under  a  more  gentle  mafter  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  water,  I  mean  the  Turk,  are  free  nations. 
Nay,  the  Florentines,  who  complain  of  flavery  under 
the  houfe  of  M edices,  were  made  free  by  the  power  of  a 
Spantfh  army,  who  fet  up  a  prerogative  in  that  gentle 
family,  which  for  their  gcHxi  has  dcilroyed  ail  that  could 
juftly  be  called  fo  in  that  country,  and  almo(l  wholly 

*  Tlut.  vit  Thrmift. 
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fiirely  the  wt^ld  is  not  fo  much  miftal 
tion  of  words  and  things.     The  weig 
bcr  of  ilripesy  hardnefs  of  labour,  an 
mafter's  crueltj,  may  make  one  fenriti 
Iban  anolher:  but  he  is  a  Have  who  i 
gentleft  man  in  the  world,  as  well  as 
worft ;  and  he  does  ferve  himy  if  he  n 
snands,  and  depends  upon  his  will.     ] 
poet  iogenioufly  flattering  a  good  empi 
berty  was  not  more  defirable,  than  \ 
mafier;  but  ftill  acknowledged,  that 
diftind  from,  and  contrary  to  liberty : 
been  a  handfome  compliment,  unlcfs  th 
were  fo  extreme,  that  nothing  but  the  vi 
of  the  mafter  could  any  way  compenfa 
Now,  though  it  (bould  be  granted,  tha 
more  like  to  a  philofopher  than  a  poet  ;,t 
his  words  in  th^  a.-:.^-'^  ^    '^ 
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ingy^Mif  which  Filmer,  and  hts  difciples,  would,  bjr 
fuch  tsgumentSy  bring  into  a  fuhjc^ion  to  children,  fook 
mad,  or  vicious  men.  Thefe  are  not  cafes  feignH  upon 
m  diftant  imaginary  poflTibility,  but  fo  frequently  found 
amongft  men,  that  there  arc  *few  example^  of  the  con- 
trary. And  as  it  is  folly  ta  fuppofe,  that  princes  will 
alwiyt  be  wife,  juO,  and  good,  when  we  know,  that 
few  have  been  able  alone  to  bear  the  weight  of  a  govemlU 
ment,  or  to  reiift  the  temptations  to  ill,  that  accompany 
an  unlimited  pbwer,  ir  would  be  madnefs  to  prefume 
they- will  for  the  future  be. free  from  infirmities  and  vfeef. 
And  if  they  be  not,  the  nations  under  them  will  not  be  lA 
iuch  a  condition  of  fervitude  to  a  good  mailer  as  the  podt 
compares  to  Itbery,  but  in  a  miferable  and  (hameful  fub^ 
je<5tion  to  the  will  of  thofe  who  know  not  how  to  govern 
themfclves,  or  to  do  good  to  others:  Though  Mofei, 
JoAiua,  and  Samuel,  had  been  able  to  bear  the  weight  of 
on  unreftraincd  power ;  though  David  and  Solomon  had 
never  abufed  that  which  they  had  ;  what  tS6&  could  this 
have  upon  a  general  propofition  P  Where  arc  the  families 
that  always  produce  fuch  as  they  wer^  ?  When  did  God 
promife  to  aflift  all  thofe  who  fhould  attain  to  the  foveL 
reign  power,  as  he  did  them  whom  he  chofe  fortKe 
works  he  defigned  f  Or  what  te(lift>oAy  cun  Fihneir  gIvC 
Qs,  that  he  has  been  prefent  with  all  thofe  who  have 
hitherto  reigned  in  the  world  ?  But  if  we  know,  that  n^ 
fuch  thing  either  is,  or  has  been ;  and  can  fthd  nb  pro^ 
snife  to  aflure  us,  nor  reafon  to  hope,  that  it  ever  will  be, 
it  U  as  (oMh-  to  found  the  hopesof  ^fervinf;  a peopM 
'       «  Bb  4  iipon 
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upon  that  which  never  was^  or  is  fo  likdy  to  fiiij,  nwf^ 
rather  which  in  a  ftiort  time  moft  certainly  will  fail,  if 
to  root  up  vines  and  fig-trees,  in  expecbrion  of  gathering 
gripes  and  figs  from  thirties  and  briars.  Thii  wtm\4  be 
iw  lefs  than  to  extinguJOi  the  light  of  common  fenfr, 
to  neglect  the  means  that  God  has  given  us  to  pmvide 
for  our  fecuritv,  and  to  impute  to  him  a  difpofiiion  of 
things  utterly  inconfiftcnt  with  his  wtfdom  and  goodnefv. 
If  he  has  not  thcrefofc  ordered,  that  thorns  and  thiOlc^ 
ftionld  produce  figs  and  grapeSj  nor  that  the  moJl  ipi- 
portant  works  in  the  worlds  which  arc  not  without 
the  utmoft  difiiculty,  if  at  all,  to  be  performed  by 
the  beft  and  wifeft  of  mcrt,  fiintild  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  ^veakeft,  mort  fiMjlifti^  and  worft,  he  can* 
not  h«^^e  ordained^  that  fuch  men,  women,  orchiidren^ 
as  h;*ppcn  to  be  born  in  reigning  families,  or  get  the 
power  into  their  hands,  by  fraud,  treachcr\%  or  murder 
(a$  very  many  liavc  done),  fhould  have  a  right  of  dif- 
pofing  all  things  according  to  their  will.  And  if  men 
cannot  be  guilty  of  fo  great  an  abfurdity  to  truft  the 
wcakeft  and  worft  with  a  power  which  ufualiy  fub verts 
the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the  bcfl ;  or  to  cxpcd  fuch 
cffcfls  of  virtue  and  wifdom  from  thole  who  come  by 
chance,  at  can  hardly,  if  at  all,  be  hoped  from  the  moft 
excdlcntt  our  author's  pnipolition  can  neither  be  grounded 
ypon  the  ordinance  of  Goci,  nor  the  infiitution  of  man. 
N^*yt  ii  any  fuch  thing  had  been  cilablKhtd  by  our  firft 
parents  in  .heir  fimpric)t}%  the  utter  imiKiflibiliiy  of  au 
fainii^g  wliat  ihcy  expelled  from  it^  mull  wiu3lly  have 

I    I    .  abrognted 
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rimfafed  the  eftabli(hmcnt:  or  rather,  it  had  been  void 
fttXQ'the  beginning)  becaufe  it  wa?  not  *<  •a  juft  fan6tton, 
^  comitianding  things  good,  and  fvirbidding  the  con- 
•*  trary,"'  but  a  foolilh  and  pcrvcrfc  fanclion,  fctting  up 
the  unruly  appetite  of  one  perfon  to  the  fubverfion  of  all 
that  it  good  in  the  world,  by  making  the  wifdom  of  the 
aged  aM  experienced  to  depend  up()n  the  will  of  women, 
chitdrm,  and  fools  ;  by  ^Tending  the  ftmng  and  brave  to 
Teek  protedion  from  the  moft  Mcak  and  cowardly,  and 
fubjeiSing  tlie  mo(l  virtuous  and  bed  of  men  to  l>e  de-> 
flroyed  by  the  mod  wicked  and  vicious.  Thefe  beinf 
the  efFeds  of  that  unlimited  prerogative,  which,  our  au- 
thor fays,  was  only  inftitutcd  for  the  good  and  defence  of 
die  people,  it  muft  nccel^arily  fnll  to  the  ground,  unlcfa 
flavery,  mifcry,  infamy,  dcrtructiA)n,  and  dcfelatlon.  tend 
to  the  prefcrvation  of  li*^  crty,  and  arc  to  be  preferred  bc- 
.•forc  ftrength,  glor\s  plenty,  fccurity,  and  happinefs.  The 
ftate  of  the  Roman  empire  after  the  ufurpation  of  Cxfar 
will  fet  this  matter  in  the  cleared  light ;  bill  having  done 
It  already  in  the  former  pins  of  this  work,  I  content  my- 
ielf  to  refer  to  thofc  places.  And  though  the  calamitiet 
.they  fuffered  were  a  litdc  allayed  and  moderated  by  the 
virtues  of  Antoninus  and  M.  Aurelius,  with  one  or  two 
'more,  yet  **  we  have  no  example"  of  the  continuance  of 
them  in  t  family,  wn  ^*  of  any  nation,  great  or  fmail,  that 
•*  has  been  under  an  abfolute  power,  which  does  not. too 
"  plainly  manifell,  that  no  man,  or  fucccflion  of  men,  ia 
**  to  be  truftcd  with  it." 

*  Sanc^io  Tc&a,  ju^m  hcncAjb  prohibcM  contnru.    Ciwer. 
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Butt  fafi  our  auih©r>  "  efrerc  can  be  ti£i  ttw  where 
*'  there  is  not  a  fypremc  power  ^"  and  from  chenee  verf 
ftrongly  ctmciudcfi  it  itiuft  be  in  the  king;  for  '*  o4licr- 
**  wife  there  can  be  fM>  fovereign  majci^j  in  him,  ird  he 
**  h  but  an  cqai  vocal  king/*  This  might  have  been  of 
foinc  force,  if  governments  were  eflabliilied,  and  !aw» 
^adc,  only  to  advance  that  fovereign  m;ijeOy ;  bat  no- 
thing at  all  to  the  purpt^fc,  if  (;is  he  confelfes)  the  power 
which  the  prince  has,  he  f^iveii  for  the  gond  of  the  pi-oplc^ 
and  for  the  defence  of  every  private  man's  life,  iibcny^ 
lands  and  goods  ^  for  that  whreh  is  indituted,  cMnnor  be 
abrogated  for  want  of  that  which  was  never  intended  in 
the  inftitution.  If  the  public  fafety  be  provided,  liberty 
and  propriety  fecurcd,  juflice  adminiftcred,  virtue  en- 
couraged, vice  fupprclfed,  and  the  true  intcreii  of  the  na- 
tion advanced,  the  ends  of  government  are  accomplifhed ; 
and  the  highcft  muft  be  contented  with  fuch  a  proportion 
of  glory  and  majcdy  as  is  confident  with  the  public  ;  iincc 
Ihc  magiftracy  is  not  inftituted,  nor  any  perfon  placed  in 
ky  for  the  increafc  of  his  majcfty,  but  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  whole  people,  and  the  defence  of  the  liberty,  life, 
and  eftate,  of  every  private  man,  as  our  author  himfelf  is 
forced  to  acknowledge. 

But  what  is  this  fovereign  majefty,  fo  infeperable  from 
royalty,  that  one  cannot  fubfirt  without  the  other  ?  Call- 
gula  placed  it  in  a  power  of  ♦  doing  what  he  pleafed  to 
all  men  :  Nimrod,  Nabuchodonofor,  and  others,  with  an 
impious  and  barbarous  infolence  boafted  of  the  greatnefs 

*  Omnia  mihi  in  omnci  licrrc.    Sucton. 
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of  their  power.  They  thought  it  a  glorious  privilege  tQ 
kill  or  fpare  whom  they  pleafcd.  But  fuch  kings  as  bf 
God's  pcrmifllon  might  have  been  fet  up  over  his  people^ 
were  tg  have  nothing  of  thist.  They  were  not  to  multi- 
ply gold,  filver,  wives,  or  horfcs  ;  they  were  not  to  govern 
by  their  own  will,  but  according  to  the  law  \  from  which 
they  might  not  recede,  nor  raifc  their  hearts  above  their 
brethren.  Here  were  kings  without  that  unlimited  power^ 
•which  makes  up  the  fovcreign  majefty,  that  Filmer  affirms' 
to  be  fo  ciTential  to  kings,  that  without  it  they  are  onlf 
equivocal ;  which  proving  nothing  but  the  incurable  per- 
verfenefs  of  his  judgment,  the  malice  of  his  heart,  or  ma« 
lignity  of  his  fate,  always  to  oppofe  reafon  and  truth,  wc 
are  to  eftccm  thofe  to  be  kings  who  are  defcribed  to  be  f« 
by  the  Scriptures,  and  to  give  another  name  to  thofe  who 
endeavour  to  advance  their  own  glor}',  contrary  to  the 
precept  of  God,  and  the  intered  of  mankind. 

But  unlefs  the  light  of  rcalbn  had  been  extinguilhed  in 
him,  he  might  have  fccn,  that  though  no  law  could  be 
made  without  a  fuprcme  power,  that  fupremacy  may  be 
in  a  body  confiding  of  many  men,  and  feveral  orders  of 
men.  If  it  be  true,  which  perhaps  may  be  doubted,  that 
there  have  been  in  the  world  limple  monarchies,  ariflo^ 
cracies,  or  democracies,  legally  eftablifhed,  it  is  certaint 
that  the  moft  part  of  the  governments  of  the  world  (and 
I  think  all  that  are  or  have  been  good)  were  mixed.  Part 
of  the  power  has  been  conferred  upon  the  king,  or  the 
magidrate  that  reprefented  him,  and  part  upon  the  fenate 

and 


he  Icnrs,  or  ihc  aut'.*  lirv   h< 
but  no  rc.ifon  can  be  from  ti 
•f  nations*,  who  give  fo  mi 
with  their  own  good,  and  reft 
or  to  fuch  other  officers  as  th 
•   No  man  will  deny,  that 
right  of  giving  power  to  con( 
fetes,  diikc«,  and  other  magifti 
Itemed  mod  conducing  to  th 
muft  be  a  right  in  every  nai 
inuch  as  they  plcafc,  as  well  a« 
be  a  charm  in  the  word  king, 
pofc  it.     But  this  cannot  be ; 
between  "  king,"  "  rex,"  an< 
therefore  have  a  right  of  regula 
well  as  that  of  corifuls  or  dx&i 
more  ridiculous  in  Fabius,  Sci 
natus.  to  nfTI»r"  -"■»  --^^  ' 


QOVERNMRNT.  3Qq 

i¥ho  is  more  abfolute.  If  this  be  not  admitted,  we  ai« 
C9ntentto  fpcak  improperly;  but  utterly  deny,  that  when 
wc  give  the  name,  we  give  any  thing  more  than  we 
pleafe;  and  had  rather  his  majedy  (hould  change  hia 
name  than  to  renounce  our  own  rights  and  liberties^ 
which  he  is  to  prefer ve,  and  which  we  have  received  from 
God  and  nature. 

But  that  the  folly  and  wickcdncfs  of  our  author  may 
not  be  capable  of  any  farther  aggravation,  he  (ays,  "  That 
it  (kills  not  how  he  come  by  the  power."  Violence  there* 
fore,  or  fraud,  treachery  or  murder,  arc  as  good  as  elec- 
tion, donation,  or  legal  fucceflion.  It  is  in  vain  to  exa- 
mine the  laws  of  God  or  nruin ;  the  rights  of  nature  ^ 
whether  children  do  inherit  the  dignities  and  magiftracic* 
of  their  fathers,  as  patrimonial  lands  and  goods ;  whether 
regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  fitnefs  of  the  perfon ;  whe- 
ther  all  fliould  go  to  one,  or  be  divided  amongd  them ;  or 
by  what  rule  we  may  know  who  is  the  right  heir  to  the 
fucceflion,  and  confcquently,  what  wc  arc  in  confcience 
obliged  to  do.  Our  author  tells  us  in  fhort,  it  matters 
not  how  he  that  has  tl\e  power  comes  by  it. 

It  has  been  hitherto  thought,  that  to  kill  a  king  (efpc-j 
cially  a  good  king)  was  a  moft  abominable  action.  They 
who  did  it,  were  thought  to  be  incited  by  the  worft  of 
paflions  that  can  enter  into  the  hearts  of  men  \  and  the 
fcvcrcft  puniftiments  have  been  invented  to  deter  them 
from  fuch  attempts,  or  to  avenge  thcif  death  upon  thofc 
who  (hould  accomplidi  it :  buf,  if  our  author  may  be  cre- 
dited, it  mull  be  the  mo(l  commendable  and  glorious  z€t 
Aat  can  be  |)erformed  by  man :  for,  bciides  the  outward 

advantagea 


God  and  nature.    The  only 
pcnds  upon  fuccefs,  and   lie 
God,  and  father  of  his  counl 
of  all  villains,  if  he  fail ;  an 
frivcd  of  all  by  the  fame  mt 
Though  a  prince  Ihould  have 
Mofes,  the  valour  of  Jcifhua, 
with  the  gentlenefs  and  inte 
fbolilh,  vitious,  bafc,  and  de 
diat  kills  him,  and  fcixes  the 
and  father  of  the  people  that 
how  he  did  it,  whether  in  oper 
chery,  in  the  field,  or  in  the 
iVord  :  the  vileft  flavc  in  Ifra 
ilnointed,  if  he  could  have  kill 
found  villains  to  place  him  ii 
right,  the  world  has  to  this  da; 
actions  which  h-**-  ^ 
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this  pointy  only  dy,  that  we  in  England  know  no  other 
kiqgthan  he  who  is  ^o  by  law,  nor  any  {K>wer  in  that 
king  except  that  which  he  has  by  law :  and  though  the 
Roman  empire  was  held  by  the  power  of  the  fword ;  and 
UliMan,  a  corrupt  lawyer,  -undertakes  to  fay,  that  "  the  * 
**  prince  is  not  obliged  by  the  laws;"  yet  Thcodofiua 
confeflcdy  that  it  was  the  glory  of  a  good  emperor  to  ae« 
knowledge  himfelf  bound  by  them. 


SECT.    xxir. 

fhe  rigour  of  the  law  is  to  be  tempered  by  men  of  know^ 
integrity  and  judgment ^  and  not  by  the  prince^  wh9 
may  be  ignorant  or  vicioui. 

OUR  author^s  next  (hift  is  to  place  the  king  above  die 
law,  that  he  may  mitigate  the  rigour  of  it,  widiouC 
which,  he  fays,  "  the  cafe  of  the  fubjeft  would  be  def- 
**  perately  miferable."  But  this  cure  would  prove  worfe 
than  the  difeafe.  Such  pious  fathers  of  the  people  as. 
Caligul,  Nero,  or  Domitian,  were  not  like  to  midgate 
the  rigour;  norfuchas  inherit  crowns  in  their  infancy 
(as  the  prefent^ kings  of  Spain,  France,  and  Sweden) 
fo  well  toundcrdand  the  meaning  of  it  as  to  decide  ex- 
traordinary cafes.  The  wifdom  of  nations  has  provided 
more  aiTured  helps ;  and  none  could  have  been  fo  brutifli 
and  negligent  of  the  public  concernments,  to  fuficrthe 
fucceflion  to  fall  to  women,  children,  &c.  if  they  had 
not  referved  a  power  in  themfclves  to  prefer  others  before 
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the  nesrcft  in  bloody  if  rearon  reqmrcl  and  preteribed 
fyjch  rules  as  might  prdtrvc  the  p^hlk  frftm  ruifi^  nui- 
witlifbnJJni^  tlwrir  infirmiti<^  and  vices.  Tbcfc  htlpt  pri>- 
vided  bvour  laws,  arc  pnncit>a%  by  grand  and  peilt  Joricst, 
mbo  arc  not  Dn!y  judges^  of  onarters  of  fact,  m  wlicthcr  a 
fuan  be  kUled^  but  whether  he  be  killed  cnmindly. 
Thefe  men  are  upon  their  <}uhSf  and  m:iy  hf  indtded  fbr 
pajuTV  if  they  prevaricate :  the  judges  arc  pf  cfent,  tint 
only  to  be  a  check  upon  them,  but  to  expbln  fych  points 
©f  the  law  as  may  feem  difficult.  And  though  thcfc 
judges  may  be  faid  in  fome  fenfc  to  be  chofcn  by  the 
king,  hft  h  not  tmjf*rtbj*jd  to  do  it  othcrwifc  thnn  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  who  cannot  perform  their  duty, 
unkfs  they  propofc  fuch  as  in  their  confciences  they  think 
moft  worthy  of  the  office,  and  moft  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  duty  rightly  ;  nor  he  accomplifh  the  oath  of  his 
coronation,  unlcfs  he  admit  thofe,  who  upon  deliberation 
feems  to  be  thcbel*.  The  judges  being  thus  chofcn,  are- 
fo  for  from  dcpciding  upon  the  will  of  the  king,  that 
they  fwear  faithfully  to  ferve  the  people  as  well  as  the 
king,  and  to  dojuftlce  to  every  man  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land,  notwithrtanding  any  writs,  letters,  or. 
commands  received  from  him ;  and  in  default  thereof 
they  are  to  forfeit  their  bodies,  lands,  and  gt)ods,  as  in 
cafes  of  trcafon.  Thefe  laws  have  been  fo  ofcen,  and  fo 
fcvcrcly  executed,  that  it  concerns  all  judges  well  to  con- 
fider  them  ;  and  the  cafes  of  Trcfilian,  Empfon,  Dudley, 
and  others,  fliew,  that  neither  the  king's  preceding  com- 

•   t8  Edw.  III.  chap    X. 
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naa^if  nor  fubfeqaent  pardon,  could  preferve  them  from 
liie  puniftiment  they  defcrved.  All  men  knew,  that 
whtcthey  did  was  agreeable  to  the  king's  pleafure;  for 
Treiilian  advanced  the  prero^tive  of  Edward  the  Ild^ 
aod.  Entpfon  brought  great  treafures  into  the  coffers  of 
Ibiuryltbc  Vrith.  Neverthelefs  they  were  charged  with 
tfcafim  for  fubverting  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  executed 
at  traitors*  Though  England  ought  never  to  forget  the 
happy  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  yet  it  muft  be  acknow« 
Icdged,  tbut  flie  as  well  as  others  had  her  failings.  Sbm 
wt»  6iU^f  tove  to  the  people,  juft  in  her  nature,  fincere 
in  her  intentioite;  but  could  not  fo  perfedly  difcover 
4ie  fnares  that  were  laid  for  her,  or  refift  the  importU"* 
nity  of  the  perfons  (he  mod  truiled,  as  not  fometimes  to 
hp  brought  to  attempt  things  againft  law.  She  and  her 
cpunfelkirs  prcfled  the  judges  very  hardly  to  obey  the 
patent  under  her  great  feal,  in  the  cafe  of  Cavendi(h : 
but  they  anfwered,  <<  That  both  (he  and  they  had  taken 
*<  an  oath  to  keep  the  law^  and,  if  they  (hould  obey  her 
^  oomm^ads,  the  law  would  not  warrant  them,"&c.* 
And  befides:  the  offence  againft  God,  their  country,  and 
the  commonwealth,  they  alledged  the  example  of  Emp* 
ion  and  Dudley,  "  whereby,"  they  faid,  "  they  were 
**  deterred  from  obeying  her  illegal  commands."  They 
who  bad  fworn  to  keep  the  law  notwithftanding  the  king's 
w^its,  knew  that  the  law  depended  upon  his  will ;  and 
1^  iapneqath  that  obliged  tbem  not  to  regard  any  com- 
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jnand  ihej  (hould  r^cive  from  htm,  fliewec}  that  they 
were  ncft  to  cxpcB  wdewmty  by  ir,  '3kf\d  not  only  th*t  ihe 
king  had  neither  the  power  of  making,  altering,  mifi- 
g^tirig,  or  Imerprcdng  the  law,  hut  that  he  wa»  not  at  all 
to  be  he^rd,  in  gencrai  of  particular  msttrerf ,  athcrw^fc 
than  ait  he  fpcaks  In  fhe  common  courfe  of  jufticc*  hf  the 
riy^ft%  legally  cllablifhed,  which  fay  the  fame  thirig, 
whetlicr  he  he  young  or  old,  ignorant  or  wife,  wrckcd  or 
good:  atid  fKitliing  doc*  evidence  the  wifdom  and  care  of 
oof  anccftori,  in  framing  the  laws  arwJ  govcrnmenr  wt 
trvc  under  ^  than  that  the  people  did  not  fuffer  eMrremi-^ 
tte»  hy  the  Yicts  Of  infitiMties  of  hiDgs^  till  an  Itge  ftiord 
fttll  of  malice  than  thofe  in  whkh  diey  lived/ had  found 
trkka  to  pervert  the  rule,  and  fruftrat^thcif  honcft  in^ 
tentiom.  It  wa»  not  (afie  for  the  kings  to  violate  thetf 
oaths  by  an  undue  intdrpoTition  of  their  ^tlthibrity  ;  but  the 
minifters  who  ferved  them  in  thofe  violattdns,  have  fel« 
dom  cfcapad  ptlfiifhment.  Thia  is  to  be  tinderflood  when 
the  do'ratiMis  from  juftice  arc  extreme  and  mifchievous, 
for  fomeiiitng  muft  always  be  allowed  to  human  frailty  • 
the  beft  have  thehr  def^a^  and  none  could  ihmd,  if  a 
too  eaaA  fcmtiny  were  ntadt  of  alt  tfacir  adions.  Ed^ 
ward  the  Third,  about  fhe  rw^tie^  year  of  his  reigiV^ 
atknowledged  his  own  in  parliament,  and  as  well  for  thd' 
eafe  of  his  confcience,  a»  the  fatisfa^on  of  his  people, 
promoted  an  9&f  «<  comnmnding  all  judges  to  do  juftice, 
•*  notwithftanding  any  writs  letters,  or  commands  iihom 
*•  himfclf,  and  forbidding  thofe  that  belonged  to  the 
*•  king,  queen,  and  prince,  tO  intermeddle  in  thofe 
^  matters."    But  if  the  belt  and  wifcfi  of  our  princes,  in 
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the  ftrengidi  and  maturity  of  their  years»  Had  dieir  lEdl- 
if^,  and  every  a£t  proceeding  from  them,  that  tended 
to  the  inteiTuption  of  juftice,  was  a  failing,  how  can  it 
be  faid,  that  the  king  in  his  perfonai  capacity,  direSif 
or  indiredly,  may  enter  into  a  difcuflion  of  thefe  matterf^ 
much  lefs  to  determine  them  according  to  his  will  ? 

•*  Bitt,"  fays  our  author,  "the  law  is  no  better  than 
^^  a  tyrant;  general  pardons,  at.  the  coronation,  and  in 
^*  parlitoieot,  are  but  the  bounty  of  the  prerogative,  &e» 
'<  There  may  be  hard  cafes;"  and,  cidng  fome  perverted 
pieces  firom  Ariftotlc's  ethics  and  politics,,  adds,  "That 
<'  whea  fomeching  fells  out  befides  the  general  rule,  then 
«<  it  is  fit^  that  what  the  lawmaker  hath  omitted,  or 
^  where  he  hadi  erred  by  fpeaking  generally,  it  (hould 
"  be  correded  and  fupplied,  as  if  the  lawmaker  went 
^*  prefimt  that  ordained  it.  The  governor,  whether  h# 
"  be  one  man  or  more,  ought  to  be  lord  of  thefe  things, 
<^  'whereof  it  was  impoflfible  that  the  law  (hould  fyeak 
<*  exaftljr."  Thefe  things  are  in  part  true ;  but  ouf 
author  makes  ufe  of  them  as  the  devil  does  of  Scripturef, 
to  fubvert  the  truth.  There  may  be  fomething  of  rigour 
in  the  law,  that  in  fome  cafes  ntay  be  mitigated ;  and  the 
law  itfdf  (in  relation  to  England)  does  fo  (ar  acknowledge 
it^  as  to  refer  much  to  the  confciences  of  juries,  and 
thofe  who  arc  appointed  to  affift  them ;  and  the  mod 
diflkuk  cafes  are  referred  to  the  parliament  as  the  only 
judges  that  are  able  to  determine  them.  Thus  the  fta- 
lute  of  ihe  35th  Edward  III.  enumerating  the  crimes 
then  declared  to  be  treafon,  leaves  to  future  parliaments 
to  judge  what  other  faAs  equivolent  to  them  may  deferve 
Cc  a  ^^ 
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the  fame  pumftimcnt :  and  it  is  a  general  rule  In  the  law, 
*  hich  the  judges  arc  fworn  to  obfcrvx,  that  difficult  cafe# 
fhould  be  rcfcrvcd  till  the  parliament  meet,  who  are  onlf 
able  to  decide  them  1  and  if  there  be  any  inconvenience 
in  thi$,  it  i«  becaufc  they  do  not  meet  fo  frequently  at 
thft  law  n^uires,  or  by  finifter  means  are  imemipted  in 
in  thetr  fitting;  But  nothing  can  be  more  abfuid  than 
lo  f^y,  that  becaufe  the  king  does  not  call  parliaments  as 
the  kw  and  his  oath  requires,  that  power  (hould  accrue 
to  himj  which  the  law  and  the  confent  of  the  nation  hai 
phccd  in  them. 

There  is  alfo  fuch  a  thing  in  the  law,  as  a  general  or 
particular  pardon,  and  the  king  may  in  fome  degree  be 
cntruftcd  wth  the  power  of  giving  it,  cfpeciaUy  for  fuch 
crimes  as  merely  relate  to  himfelf,  as  every  man  may 
fcmit  the  injuries  done  to  himfcif  ^  but  the  confcffion  of 
Etiviard  the  Third,  "  That  the  oath  of  the  crown  had 
**  not  bc^n  kept  by  rcafon  of  the  grant  of  pardons  con- 
**  trary  to  ftatutes/'*  and  a  newa^  made^  '» that  all 
'*  fuch  charters  of  pardon  from  henceforth  granted 
**  againU  the  oath  of  the  crown^  and  the  faid  ftatutesp 
"  fhould  b«  held  fornoi^/'  dcmontlrate  that  this  power 
wasnot  inhimfelfy  but  granted  by  the  nation  >  and  to  be 
executed  according  to  fuch  rules  as  the  law  pref^nbcd^ 
and  the  parliament  approved. 

Moreover,  there  have  been  many^  and  fomctimea 
bloody  contef^s  for  the  crown*  upon  which  the  nation 
was  aipiol^  equally  divided  i  and  it  being  difiicult  for 
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them  to  know,  or  even  for  us  who  have  all  the  pardea 
before  us,  to  judge  which  was  the  better  fidey  it  was 
underftoody  that  he  who  came  to  be  crowned  by  the  con'^ 
lient  of  the  people,  was  acceptable  to  all :  and  the  quef- 
tion  being  determined,  it  was  no  way  fit  that  he  (hould 
have  a  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  the  public  authority  then  in 
his  hands,  to  revenge  fuch  perfonal  injuries  as  he  had,  or 
might  fuppofed  to  have  received,,  which  might  raife  new, 
and  perhaps  more  dangerous  troubles,  if  the  authors  o£ 
them  wera  ftill  kept  in  fear  of  being  profecuted ;  and  no- 
thing could  be  more  unreafonable,  than  that  he  fhould 
employ  his  power  to  the  dedrudlion  of  thofe  who  had 
confented  to  make  him  king.  This  made  it  a  matter  of 
courfe  for  a  king,  as  foon  as  he  was  crowned,  to  iflue  out 
a  -general  pardon ;  which  was  no  more  than  to  declarCf . 
that  being  now  what  he  was  not  before,  he  had  no 
enemy  upon  any  former  account.  For  this  reafon  Lewis 
the  Twelfth  of  France,  when  he  was  incited  to  revenge 
himfelf  againft  thofe,  who,  in  the  reign  of  his  predeceflbr 
Charles  the  Eighth,  had  caufed  him  to  be  imprifoncc^. 
with  great  danger  of  his  life,  made  this  anfwer,  "  That 
**  the  king  of  France  did  not  care  to  revenge  the  injuries. 
**  done  to  the  duke  of  Orleans:'*  and  the  lall  kirg  of 
Sweden  feemed  no  otherwifc  to  remember  who  had  op-^ 
pofed  the  queen's  abdication,  and  his  election,  than  by 
conferring  honours  upon  them ;  becaufa  he  knew  they 
were  the  bed  men  of  the  nation,  and  fuch  as  woul(j[  be 
his  friends,  when  they  (hould  fee  how  he  would  govern, 
in  which  he  was  not  deceived.  But,  left  all  thofe  who 
mi^t  come  to  the  crown  of  Englaod^  (hould  not  have 

C  c  3  the 


—....,  wic  prerogative  can  have  non. 
Dion  fcnfe,  from  his  obligarion,  and  th 
fafety ;  and  could  have  no  other  cffeA 
related  to  his  perfon,  as  appean  by  i 
flfttoce. 

Pardons  gnuited  by  ad  of  pariiame 
nature:  for  as  the  king,  who  ha«  no  od 
law,  can  no  otherwife  difpcnfe  with  the 
^inft  the  laws,  than  the  law  does  enab 
Katnent,  that  has  the  power  of  makin, 
tiitly  abolifh  the  crimes,  and  unqueftj 
(Niniihment  as  they  {deafe. 

Though  fome  words  of  Ariftotle's  et 
ai^  coherence  (huffled  together  by  our  au 
taken  out  of  his  polirics,  I  do  notmu 
them.  No  law  made  by  man  can  be  p 
muft  be  in  every  nation  a  power  of  co 
fe&n  as  in  time  nny  arife  or  be  difcoven 
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'flMOjf  *others  ts  lie  pleafee,  are  referred  to  his  or  her 
jodgmeTis  and  that  they  mity  give  i<,  whether  they  have 
any  undefftandkig  of  what  they  do  or  not,  whether  they 
he  drunk  or  fober,  in  their  fenfe^,  or  ftark-mad.  But  ae 
I  know  f)o  fuch  place,  and  ihould  not  be  much  concerned 
ior  the  fufFerings  of  a  people  that  (hould  bring  fuch  mt- 
fery  upon  themfelvesy  as  muft  accompany  an  abfoluTe 
dependence  upon  the  unruly  will  of  fuch  a  creature,  I 
may  leave  him  to  feek  it,  and  reft  in  a  perfed  aflfurance, 
that  he  does  not  fpeak  of  England,  which  acknowledges 
no  other  law  than  its  own ;  and  inftead  of  receiving  any 
6om  kings,  does,  to  this  day,  obey  none,  but  fuch  ae 
have  been  made  by  our  anccftors,  or  ourfelves,  and  never 
admitted  any  king  that  did  not  fwear  to  obfcrve  them* 
And  if  Ariftotle  deferve  credit,  the  power  of  alteringt 
mitigating,  explaining,  or  conrciSting,  the  laws  of  Eng^ 
land,  is  only  in  the  parliament,  becaufe  none  but  the 
parliament  can  make  them. 


SECT..     XXIJI. 

Arljlotle  proves^  that  no  man  is  to  be  entrufled  with  an 
abfoluie  power y  by  Jhewingy  that  no  one  knows  how  to 
execute  it,  but  fuch  a  man  as  is  not  to  be  found* 

OUR  author  having  felfly  cited  and  perverted  the  fenfe 
©f  Ariftotle,  now  brings  him  in  foying,  *<  That  a  per- 
**  fe6t  kingdom  is  that  wherein  a  king  rules  all  according 
•*  to  his  own  will."    But  though  I  have  read  his  books 
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of  govemnrnt  with  fomc  attentiont  I  can  AniJ  no  fucli 
thing  in  them,  unkfs  tbe  w»»rd  mhich  figciities  **  Dierc** 
OT  "  abfolmc'  may  be  juAly  traBfiated  into  «  perfedli" 
which  i»  fo  far  from  Ariftcjtlc's  meaning,  that  be  4iAifi^ 
guiihcK  (he  abfolute  or  defpotical  kingdoms  from  rhe  ie* 
girimare^  and  commending  the  latter,  gives  no  better 
name  than  that  of  **  baibatous"  to  the  firrt,  which  hr 
lays  can  igrcc  only  with  the  nature  of  fuch  natiotis  as  ai e 
bafe  and  ftupid,  little  diSerlng  from  beafls^  and  having 
no  (kill  to  gpvcrn,  or  courage  to  defend  themfelves,  muft 
rcfign  all  to  the  will  of  onf  that  will  take  care  of  them^ 
Yet  even  this  cannot  be  done,  unlefs  he  that  Oiould  take 
care  be  wholly  exempted  from  the  vices  which  oblige  the 
others  to  ftand  in  need  of  it ;  for  othcrwifc  it  is  no  better 
than  if  a  fhecp  ihould  undertake  to  govern  fheep,  or  a 
hog  to  command  fwinci  Arillotle  plainly  faying,  **  That 
**  as  men  arc  by  nature  equal,  if  it  were  polTible,  all 
**  ihould  be  magil>rates**"  But  that  being  repugnant  to 
the  nature  of  government,  he  finds  no  other  way  of. 
folvlng  the  difhculty,  than  by  **  obeying  aind  comma nd- 
"  ing  altcrnarcly  ;'*  that  they  may  do  by  turns  that 
which  they  cannot  do  altogether^  and  to  which  no  one 
man  has  a  right  more  than  another,  becaufe  they  are  all 
by  nature  cquiL  This  might  be  compofcd  by  a  more 
eompcndious  way,  if,  according  to  our  author's  doiSrine, 
poflefltoh  could  give  a  right*  But  Ariftotlc,  fpeaking 
like  a  philofc  pher,  and  not  like  a  public  enemy  of  man- 
kind, examines  what  is  juft,  rcafonabk^  and  bencficiat 
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tDHMiiy  ttaC  is,  what  ought  tor  be  dgne,  and  which  be% 
ang  done,  is  to  be.  accounted  juft,  and  thisrefore  to' be 
fupported  by  good  men.  But  as  that  *  <<  which  is.uiw 
^<  juft  in  the  beginnings  can  never .  have  the  eiFed  of 
<*  juftiee;*'  and  it  being  manifeftly  unjufl  for  one^  0( 
a  few  men,  to  aiTume  a  power  over  thofe  who  by  natuie 
are  equal  to  them,  no  fuch  power  can  be  jufl  or  beneficial 
to  mankind;  nor  fit  to  be  upheld  by  good  mcn»  if  it  be 
unjuft  and  prejudicial.  In  the  opinion  of  Ariftotle,  this 
natural  equality  continues  till  virtue  makes  the  diiiinc- 
tion,  which  muA  be  citlier  (imply  complete  and  perfc^k" 
in  .itfcif,  ib  that  he  '^ho  is  endued  with  it,  is,  a  Got 
among  men»  or  relatively,  as  far  as  concerns  civil  £>» 
ciety,  and  the  ends  for  which  it  is  conf^ituted,  that  is^ 
defence,  and  the  obtaining  of  juflice. .  This  requtroji 
a  mind  unbiased  by  pafllon,  full  of  goodnefs  and  wfTdooi, 
firm  againfi  all  the  temptations  to  ill>  that  may  afife  frcm 
dciire  or  fear;  tending  to  all  manner  of  good#  throu|jh 
pL  perfe3  kno;wlcdge  and  aire<Stion  to  it ;  and  this  to  fuck 
a  degree,  that  he  or  they  have  more  of  thefc  virtues  znd 
excellencies  than  all  the  reft  of  the(bcicty,  though  comptS- 
tcd  together:  where  fuch  a  man  is  found,  he  is  by  nature  n 
king,  and  it  is  bed  for  the  nation  where  he  is  that  he  go- 
vern t.  I  f  a  few  men,  though  equal  and  alike  among  them- 
fclvesy  have  the  fame  advantages  above  the  rcft^f  the 
people,  nature,  for  the  fame  reafon,  feemstoeftabliflTan 
ariftocracy  in  that  place ;   and  the  power  is  more  fafely 

:    ' 
f  Quod  ah   initio  injuflum   efl,    nullum  poted  habere  juris  c£MiXnL 
Grot,  dc  jur.  bcl.  &  pac.  1.  lii. 

i  ArlA.  poL  1.  ii. 
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commiffvil  to  fheiHt  tfian  left  hi  the  htnA§  ef  flit  imHtfc 
tude*  Btjt  if  ihlt  ctcclkfKf  M  vrmie  do  not  apf«r  m 
tiof,  fvtr  in  a  frw  men,  rhe  rtghc  snd  po«rc7  H  Hr  mivre 
eifuattyloHpd  in  ill  4  ind  to  alfymc  or  apprDpritfc  that 
prrwiT  fij  r*fic.  Of  1  few  mcfit  is  ann^turil  and  ryrinmcal, 
which  in  Arifto^lc**  bngu:igc,  compfrhcnds  all  that  ii  dc* 
fctftable  and  ahommablc- 

If  any  man  fhould  think  Ariftmk  a  ttifler,  Ibr  fpcakinf 
of  fuch  a  man  a*  can  ncvfr  be  found,  I  anfwer,  that  he 
went  aft  far  as  his  waj  cou!d  be  w;4tTtintcd  by  tcafon  or 
tiirurc,  and  was  obliged  to  ftop  there  by  the  defcift  of  hi* 
feibjc^.  He  could  not  fay,  that  the  government  of  one 
was  fimply  good,  when  he  knew  fo  mam'  qualifications 
were  required  in  the  perlbn  to  make  it  fo* ,  nor,  that  it  is 
good  for  a  nation  to  be  under  the  power  of  j  fool,  a  cow* 
UTt}j  oV'a  villain,  becaufe  it  was  go<id  to  be  under  a  man 
cf  admirable  wifdom,  valour,  induftrv,  and  grodn  fs  ;  or 
that  the  government  of  one  iliould  be  conrmucd  in  fuch 
as  by  chance  fucceed  in  a  family,  becaufe  it  w.ib  given  to 
the  firft  who  had  all  the  virtues  required,  though  all  the 
reafons  for  ^^hich  the  power  wns  given  fail  in  the  furccT- 
ft)r ;  much  lefs  could  he  fay,  that  any  government  was 
gtx)d,  which  was  not  good  for  thofc  whofe  good  only  it 
was  conftituted  to  pmmotc. 

Moreover,  by  (hewing  who  only  is  fit  to  be  a  monarch, 
or  rhay  be  made  fuch,  without  violating  the  laws  of  na- 
ture and  jufticc,  he  (hews  who  cannot  be  one :  and  he 
who  Giys,  rhat  no  fuch  man  is  to  be  found,  as,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  Arirtotle,  can  be  a  monarch,  does  molt 

f  B^roc)r«c  irad.  de  Pnf.  liv.  vii.  ^   not.  x. 

ridiculoufiy 


GOVERNMENT.      '  ^Of 

rificulouflj  alledge  his  authority  in  favour  of  monarchs, 
or  the  power  which  fome  amongft  us  would  attribute  to 
them.  If  any  thing  therefore  may  be  concluded  from  hi|* 
-vrords,  it  is  this ;  that  flnce  no  power  ought  to  be  ad-* 
mitted  which  is  not  juft  ;  that  none  can  be  juft  wiiich  li^- 
not  goody  profitable  to  the  people,  and  conducing  to  the 
ends  for  which  it  is  conftitutcd  j  that  no  man  can  know 
how  to  dircdl  the  power  to  thofe  ends,  can  dcferve,  or 
adminifter  it,  unlefs  he  do  fo  far  excel  all  thofe  that  arc 
under  bim  in  wifdom,  juftice,  valour  and  goodncfs,  as  to 
poflcfs  more  of  thofe  virtues  than  all  of  them;  1  fay,  if 
nofuch  man,  or  fucceffion  of  men,  be  found,  no  fufch 
power  is  to  be  granted  to  any  man,  or  fucceffion  of  men«> 
But  if  fuch  power  be  granted,  the  laws  of  nature  and  rca^ 
fon  arc  overthrown,  and  the  ends  for  which  focieties  are 
conftituted,  utterly  perverted,  which  ncceffarily  implies  ai\ 
annihilationof  the  grant.  And  if  a  grant,  fo.made  by. 
thofe  who  have  a  right  of  fctting  up  a  governmcDt  among. 
tbemfelveSf  do  perifti  through  its  own  natural  iniquity 
and  pcrvcrfity,  I  leave  it  to  any  man,  whofc  underlland-* 
ing  and  manners  arc  not  fo  intirely  corrupted  as  thofe  of 
our  authory  to  determine  what  name  ought  to  be  given. ta 
that  pcrfon,  who,  not  excelling  all  otiiers  in  civil  and 
moral  virtues,  in  the  proportion  required  by  Ariftotle, 
does  ufurp  a  power  over. a  nation,  and  what  obedience 
the  people  owe  to  fuch  a  one.  But  if  his  opinion  dcferve 
our  regard,  the  king,  by  having  tliofe  v^irtues,  ia  <<  omniM 
<'  um  optimus,"  and  the  bed  guide  to  the  people;  **  *  tot 

*  Ad  fummum  bonum  fecundum  viriutem.     Arifl.  pol. 
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The  power  ofAuguftus  Cafar  was  no 

1 

OUR  aothor's  next  inftance  is  in| 
the  Romans,  "who,"  he  lays,  «« I 
••  people  greedy  of  liberty,  freed  K\ 
^  ceffity  of  laws."  If  it  be  tnic,  as  h< 
prerogative  is  inftituted  only  for  the  f 
ty,  they  who  are  moft  greedy  of  it,  o 
ward  in  eftablifliing  that  which  defen< 
weight  laid  upon  the  words  **  greedy  • 
4cr  his  memory  and  judgment  liable  to 
donable  prevarication  of  citing  any  a 
mans  in  the  time  of  Auguihis,  is  done 
to  be  a  man  of  no  £aiith.  "  Omnium  j 
lays  Tacitus  of  Auguftus* ;  nothing  i 


^fl«tn        V»«s 


^U    ^11    *-    1 


\ 
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Who  firft  betrayed,  and  then  fubducd  them.  The  greateft 
part  of  the"  fcnatc  had  fallen  at  the  battle  of  J^harfalia, 
Others  had  been  gleaned  up  in  fcvcral  phces,  the  reft  dc-i 
ftroyed  by  the  profcripiions ;  and  that  which  then  rctainocf 
Ac  name  of  a  fenate,  wag  made  up  chiefly  of  thofe  who  ha4 
been  his  minifters,  in  bringing  the  moft  miferable  flavcry 
upon  their  own  country.  The  Roman  liberty,  and  that 
bravery  of  fpirit  by  which  it  had  been  maintained,  was 
not  only  aboliibed^  but  almoft  forgotten.  All  confidera* 
tion  of  law  and  right  was  trampled  under  foot ;  and  none 
could  difpute  with  him,  who-  by  the  power  of  the  fword 
had  fcizcd  the  authority  both  of  the  fenate  and  people 
Nothing  was  fo  extravagant,  that  might  not  be  extorted 
by  the  infolcnt  violence  of  a  conqueror,  who  had  thirty' 
mercenary  legions  to  execute  his  commands.  The  un« 
corrupted  part  of  the  people,  that  had  cfcaped  the  fword 
of  Julius,  had  cither  periflied  with  Hirtius  and  Panfa^ 
Brutus  and  Caffius,  or  been  deftroyed  by  the  deteftable  trU 
umvirate.  Thofe  that  remained  could  lofe  nothing  by  a 
verbal  reiignation  of  their  liberty,  which  they  had  neither 
llrength  nor  courage  to  dcfendi  The  magiftracics  were* 
poifefled  by  the  creatures  of  the  tyrant ;  and  the  people 
was  compofcd  of  fuch  as  were  either  bom  under  flaveiyi 
and  accui^omed  to  obey,  or  remained  under  the  terror  of 
thofe  arms  that  had  confumed  the  affcrtors  of  their  liber- 
ty. Our  author,  (landing  in  need  of  fome  Roman  exam- 
ple, was  obliged  to  feek  it  in  an  age,  when  the  laws  were 
fubvertcd,  virtue  extinguiflicd,  injuftice  placed  in  the 
throne,  and  fuch  as  would  not  be  of  thefamc  fpirit,  cx^ 
pofed  to  the  utoaoft  cruelty.    This  w^s  the  tiiffe  Miehithe 

fQverei{^ 


wR!  luirc  ot  things  that  plcafcs  Film 
like  him,  who,  for  the  inrroductior 
vts,  recommend  fuch  an  elevation  e 
jefty,  as  is  moil  contrary  to  the  lav 
abhored  by  all  generous  nations,  ar 
our  anceftorsy  who  thought  nothing 
larded  in  the  defence  of  themfelvcs  i 


SECT.     XXV. 


Tbi  rtgalp^wer  was  not  the  firfi  in  i 
'    ceffarily  /t  h  continued^  though  it  t 

.    TRUTH  being  uniform  in  itfelf, 
propgatc  it  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
of  their  reaibningt  in  fuch  principlet 
ilent  to  common  fenfe,  or  eafily  pro^ 


OOVBRirilBlfT.  4(|js. 

<<'in  thd  world,  lottg  bdme  anj  Uwh  or  any  odier  ktn4 
^S  of  government  were  thought  of ;  from  whence  we  muAr* 
^  mcBflarily  infer^  fhit  the  common  law,  oiD  common  mtt^ 
*•'  takm  of  thU  hM^  were  origiciilly  thii  tam  and  com-' 
^  :inaoib  of  the  king."     But  denpng  boA  thefe  pointi,  I; 

JUUlUll  ** 

f  •  Firfti  that  there  was  a  power  to  make  kingg  befoff 
thf^e  was  any  kingi 

%k  Thmigh^iivgi  had  been  the  6rft  cfcated  magtftrace» 
ifi:alirplacei;^f>erhapt  they  were  in  fome)>  it  does  fialt 
foUbw^that  Aey  muft  continue  for  ever,  or  that  lawi^apv^ 
nom'tbefii*'' 

To  the  firft;  I  think  no  man  will  deny>  that  there  wa0 
a  people  at  Babyloi!,  before  Nimrod  was  king  of  that 
t>laoe«  This  pcopbe  had  a  power;  for  no  number  of  men*' 
can  be^ without  it:  nay^  this  people  had  a  power  of  mak* 
ing  Nimrod  king,  or  he  couid  never  have  been  kingk' 
He  could  not  be  king;  by  fucccflion,  for  the .  ScriptlMit 
ihews  him  to  have  been  the  firft«  He  was  not  king  bf 
the  light  of.  father,  for  he  was  not  their  father,  Chufl^ 
Gkam^  with  his  elder  brothers,  and  father  Noah,  besn^ 
fiili*  living  ;  and,  which  is  woril  of  all,  were  not  kings  ^ 
fiar  t£-.they.who  lived  in  Kimrod's.time,  or  befcxie  him^ 
neither  weror  kings,  nor  had  kings,  helthat  odght  to  Yvk^m 
been  king  over  aH  by  the  right  of  nature  (if  there  had^ 
been  any  fuch  thing  in  nature)^  was  not  king*  Thofil' 
who  immediately  fucceeded  him,  and  muft  have  inherited' 
bis  right,  if  he  had  any,  did  not  inherit,  or  pretend  to  4t : 
and  therefore  he  that  (h&U  now  claim  a  right  fruiYi'nature>^ 
as  father  of  a  pcoplei  muA  ground  it  upon  fettitthing  WmM 

certain 


_..  .«,*.w...,  uvuirc  mere  were   kings, 
have  been  any  ;  and  Nimrod  could 
if  the  people  of  Babylon  had  not  nr. 
they  could  not  hive  done  .if  they  bid 
Uig  him  fo.   It  is.ridiculout  to  fry  Ji 
for  though  he  mi^t  be  ftrong  ind- 
be  ftfonger  thin  i  multitude  of  men; 
muft  be  ftror^r  thin  that  which  js. 
tnie>  iccording  to  the  ancient  fiying.. 
(elf  ifl  not  fuflkient  to  encounter' tvo, 
poflible  for  one  man  to  folce  i  midtiti 
ftrdiger  dim  he.     If  he  cime  iii  by  j 
were  peifuided,  were  perfiuKkdtocon 
lie  king.    Thitoodfenttheidbre  omu 
^  qui  dit  efle,  dAt  modum  efle:"  d 
kii^  mide  him  (ueh  i  Jctng-  is  beft 
He  had  thetfefim  ndltu^  butlwhtt  m 
aefs  ind  power  moft  be  finddi  the  md 
ind  their  lawc  ^n^  '•» — *--- 


OOVBltlllfElfT. 

ktrttaflcf t  fot  he  was  a  baftard,  the  fon  of  in  unlsfiowf^ 
Man ;  and  when  he  died,  the  right  that  had  been  con« 
fenctf  opon  him  reverted  to  the  people,  whop  according 
to  that  right,  chofe  Numa,  HoAiUut,  Martiut,  Tarqui* 
tAvm  Prifcoa,  and  Servius,  all  (hrangert»  and  without  utf 
odicr  r^t  than  what  was  beftowed  upon  them ;  and 
Tarquinhii  Supcfbut,  who  invaded  the  throne  <*  *  with- 
^  out  Ae  cxNmnand  of  the  people/'  was  ejeded,  and  Am 
government  ^  kings  abolilhed,  by  the  fame  power  thai 
liad  ereafled  h. 

We  know  not  certainly  by  what  bw  Mofes,  and  th^ 
Judfes^  ereated  bf  the  advice  of  Jediro,  governed  the  K^ 
tadites  ;  but  may  probably  conje^ure  it  to  have  beeafaf 
that  law  which  God  had  written  in  the  hearts  of  man- 
kind ;  and  the  people  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  gooJ 
and  wife  men,  chough  they  were  under  no  coercive  powctf 
but  it  b  certain  they  had  a  law,  and  a  tegular  magiftracy^ 
under  which  they  Jived,  four  hundred  years  befbce  they 
had  a  king,  for  Saul  was  the  ftrft.  This  law  was  me 
therafore  from  the  king,  nor  by  the  king;  but  thekiii|; 
was cbofen  and  made  by  the  people,  according  to  rheli* 
beity  they  had  by  the  law,  though  they  did  not  righdf 
follow  the  rules  therein  prefcribedr  and  by  that  means 
brought  deftruAion  upon  themfclves. 

The  country  in  which  wc  live  lay  long  concealed  under 
obfifure  barbarity,  and  we  know  nothing  of  the  fivA'In* 
habitants,  but  what  is  Involved  in  fsibles,  that  leave  us 
ftiU  in  the  dark.     Julius  Cxfar  is  the  irrft  who  fpeaks 

*  SiiK  juITu  popgli.     T.  Liv.  t  ^ 

Vol.  II.  s>  *\  *ama^ 
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1%e  power  ofAuguftus  Cajar  wa 

i 

OUR  author's  next  inftance  i 
the  Romans,  "  who,"  he  &ys, 
*•  people  greedy  of  liberty,  freec 
*«  ccffity  of  laws."  Ifitbetnic, 
prerogative  is  in(lituted  only  for  t 
ty,  they  who  arc  moft  greedy  of 
ward  in  eftabli(hing  that  which  d 
weight  laid  upon  the  words  ^<  gr< 
tfer  his  memoiy  and  judgment  liab 
donable  prevarication  of  citing  a 
mans  in  the  time  of  Auguihis,  is 
to  be  a  maii  of  no  fiidi.    '^  Omni 


OOVERNMENT*  4O5 

Who  firft  betrayed,  and  then  fubducd  them.  Thcgrcatcft 
part  of  the  fcnate  had  fallen  at  the  battle  of  J^harfalia, 
Others  had  been  gleaned  up  in  fcvcral  phces,  the  reft  dc-» 
ftroyed  by  the  profcripiions ;  and  that  which  then  retained 
rfic  name  of  a  fenate,  was  made  up  chiefly  of  thofe  who  hai 
been  his  miniftcrs,  in  bringing  the  moft  miferablc  flavcry 
upon  their  own  country.  The  Roman  liberty,  and  that 
bravery  of  fpirit  by  which  it  had  been  nudntained,  was 
not  only  abolifbed^  but  almoft  forgotten.  All  confident 
tion  of  law  and  right  was  trampled  under  foot ;  and  none 
could  difpute  with  him,  wha  by  the  power  of  the  fword 
had  feixcd  the  authority  both  of  the  fenate  and  people. 
Nothing  was  fo  extravagant,  that  might  not  be  extorted 
by  the  infolcnt  violence  of  a  conqueror,  who  had  thirty 
mercenary  legions  to  execute  his  commands.  The  un- 
corrupted  part  of  the  people,  that  had  cfcaped  the  fword 
of  Julius,  had  cither  pcriftied  with  Hirtius  and  Panfa, 
Brutus  and  Caflius,  or  been  deftroyed  by  the  deteftable  trU 
umvirate.  Thofe  that  remained  could  lofe  nothing  by  a 
Verbal  reiignation  of  their  liberty,  which  they  had  neither 
ftrength  nor  courage  to  defend-  The  magiftracies  were- 
poflefled  by  the  creatures  of  the  tyrant ;  and  the  people 
was  compofed  of  fuch  as  were  either  born  under  flavery, 
and  accuiiomed  to  obey,  or  remained  under  the  terror  of 
diofe  arms  that  had  confumed  the  aflertors  of  their  liber- 
ty. Our  author,  ftanding  in  need  of  fome  Roman  exam- 
ple, was  obliged  to  feek  it  in  an  age,  when  the  laws  were 
fubverted,  virtue  cxtinguiflicd,  injuftice  placed  in  the 
tfirone,  and  fuch  as  would  not  be  of  the  fame  fpirit,  ex^ 
fofed  to  the  utoioft  cruelty.    This  w^is^  the  tiirfe  Miertithc 


tlic  lute  of  things  that  plcafcs  Filrr 
like  }um,  who,  for  the  inrroductioj 
lis,  recommend  fuch  an  elevation  i 
jcfty,  as  is  moft  contraiy  to  the  la^ 
abhored  by  all  generous  nations,  a 
our  anccftors,  who  thought  nochinf 
Midcd in  the  defenceof  themfelvcs 


8  >  C  T.      XXV, 


y**  rigalpnvir  was  Met  the  firfi  in 
*    ^*ff^ily  t^  hi  conilnued,  th$ugb  it 

TRUTH  being  uiriform  in  itfclf, 
propagate  it  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
of  their  leafoning*  ia  fuch  principle! 
tknt  to  common  fciife,  or  cafily  pro 


OOVtRirilBlfT.  4QJS. 

<<'in  th^  world,  lottg  before  anj  Uwh  or  any  odier  khid> 
<^  of  government  were  thought  of ;  from  whence  we  muAr* 
^  ^nocsflarily  infer^  fhit  the  common  law,  oc  common  «ii(l- 
<*  Mm  of  thU  biMyr  were  origiciilly  the  tam  and  com-» 
^  :inamb  of  the  king."     But  denpng  both  thefe  pointi,  1; 

JUUlUll "  .      '       »  > 

f.  Firfti  that  there  was  a  power  to  make  kings  befoff 
there  was  any  king¥ 

1«  TfamighTkiivgs  had  been  the  6rft  created  magUhral^ 
ifi:alirplaoBi;^  perhaps  they  were  m  fome)>  it  does  flo^ 
foUbw^tefeAey  muft  continue  for  ever,  or  that  bwS'ani- 
ntom'tbem*' 

To  the  firft;  I  think  no  man  will  deny,  that  there  wae 
a  people  at  B^byloily  before  Nimrod  was  king  of  that 
|>laoe«  This  pcoplle  had  a  power ;  for  no  number  of  mefi» 
can  be' without  it:  nay^  this  people  had  a  power  of  mak* 
ing  Nimrod  king,  at  he  couid  never  have  been  YAngL' 
lie  could  not  be  king;  by  fucccflion,  for  the  ScripftMie 
ihews  him  to  have  been  the  firft.  He  was  not  king  bf 
the  fight  of.  father,  for  he  was  not  their  father,  Chod^ 
Gkam^  with  his  elder  brothers,  and  father  Noah,  bein^ 
fiili' living  i  and,  which  is  word  of  all,  were  not  kings  9^ 
ff^  if.they.who  lived  in  Kimro<^sitimc,  or  befoxie  him/ 
neither  weror  kings,  nor  had  kings,  heithat  ooght  to  ha<9« 
been  king  over  aH  by  the  right  of  nature  (if  there  had^ 
been  any  fuch  thing  in  nature),  was  not  king*  Thofil^ 
who  immediately  fucceeded  him,  and  muft  have  inherited^ 
bis  right,  if  he  had  any,  did  not  inherit,  or  pretend  to  it : 
and  therefore  he  that  (h&U  now  claim  a  right  from  nature*^' 
as  father  of  a  pco|»lei  nduA  ground  it  upon  fettitthirig  WmM 

certain 


in  nations  before  there  were   kir 
have  been  any  ;  and  Nimrod  co 
if  the  people  of  Babylon  had  n 
they  could  liot  hive  done  if  they 
img  him  fo.    It  is  ridiculoiis  to  i 
for  though  he  might  be  ftrong : 
be  ftrongcr  than  a  multitude  of  n 
muft  be  ftroriger  than  that  whic 
true,  according  to  tlie  ancient  fa; 
felf  is  not  fuffictent  to  encounter 
poflible  for  one  man  to  force  a  m 
firoHger  than  he.     If  he  came  in 
were  perfuaded,  were  perfiiadcd  tc 
he  king.     That  confent  therefore 
'<  qui  dat  efle,  dat  modum  eflfe 
lung,  made  him  fuch  a  'king  as  I 
He  had  therefore  nothing  butlwhi 
ncfs  and  power  muft  be  from  tVi#* 
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htntztlctt  fof  he  was  a  bailard,  the  fon  of  an  unlcnowf^ 
gnu ;  and  when  he  died,  the  fight  that  had  been  ean^ 
fcrffctf  opon  him  reverted  to  the  people^  whop  according 
to  thst  right,  chofe  Numa,  HoAiUus,  Martiuft  Tarqui* 
idiia  Prifcoat  and  Serviust  all  ftranger»»>and  without  anf 
other  r^t  than  what  was  beftowed  upon  them;  and 
Tarquinhii  Supcfbut,  who  invaded  the  throne  **  *  with- 
^•oUt  Ae  eommand  of  the  people/'  was  ejeded,  and  dw 
government  of  kings  abolilhed,  by  the  iame  power  that 
had  ertafed  it. 

We  know  not  certainly  by  what  bw  Mofet,  aad  th^ 
}a(%es>  ereated  bf  the  advice  of  Jediro,  governed  the  K^ 
MelttCi ;  but  may  probably  conje^ure  it  to  have  beeabf 
that  law  which  God  had  written  in  the  hearts  of  man- 
kind ;  and  the  people  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  gooJ 
and  wife  men,  chough  they  were  under  no  ooerdve  powctf 
but  it  is  eenaki  they  had  a  law,  and  a  regular  magtftnieyy 
under  whieh  they  Jived,  four  hundred  years  before  they 
had  a  king,  for  Said  was  the  ftrft.  This  law  was  me 
UusMfoic  from  the  king,  nor  by  the  king;  but  thekhi|; 
was  cbofen  and  made  by  the  people,  according  to  the  li« 
betty  they  had  by  the  law,  though  they  did  not  righdf 
follow  the  rules  therein  prefcribed,  and  by  that  meant 
brought  deftruAion  upon  themfclves. 

The  country  in  which  wc  live  lay  long  concealed  under 
obfifure  barbarity,  and  we  know  nothing  of  the  fivA'In* 
babitann,  but  what  is  Involved  in  fsiMes,  that  leave  us 
ftiU  in  the  dark.     Julius  Cxfar  is  the  irrft  who  fpeaks 

*  Sine  juITu  populi.     T.  Liv.  I  ^ 

Vol.  II.  S>  d  dittinai^ 
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difUn^lf  on  our^limirst  and  givts  us  no  reafon  to 
licvc  there  was  any  monarchy  then  cftabllfhcd  amon 
us,  Caflivdlaunus^was  occafionally  chofcn  by  the  na^^ 
tions  that  were  moft  expofed  to  the  viakncc  of  ^c  Ro* 
mans,  for  the  irutnagefiient  of  tJwf j  wan  agalnft  them,  • 
By  othcra  we  hear  of  Boadicia^  Arvitagus,  Galgacui^ 
and  many  more  Cet  up  afterwards,  when  need  rcqiuredi 
bot  we  find  no  Ibotfkps  of  a  regular  fucceflTion  either  h^f 
inheritance  or  clctlion.  And  as  chcy  had  then  no  kingv  ' 
or  44ny  other  general  maglf^ratef  that  can  be  fdd  to  be 
equivalent  to  a  king,  they  might  have  had  none  ai  all 
tsnlefs  they  had  thought  fit.  Tacitus  mentions  a  fort  of  - 
kings  ufied  by  the  Romans  to  keep  t  nations  in  fervitude 
fo  them  \  and  though  it  were  true,  that  there  had  been 
fbch  a  man  as  Lucius,  and  be  one  of  this  fort,  he  is  to 
Im:  accounted  only  as  a  Roman  magifirate,  and  fignifies 
mo  more  to  our  difpute,  than  if  he  had  been  called  pro- 
conful,  praetort  or  by  any  other  name.  However  there  was 
no  fcries  of  them:  that  which  was  temporary  and  occa- 
^mdy  depended  upon  the  will  of  thofc,  vfho,  thinking 
thdne  was  occafion^  caeated  fuch  a  magiftrate,  and  omit- 
ted to  do  fo,  when  the  occafion  ceafed,  or  was  thought  to 
oeafe ;  and  mighf  have  had  none  at  all,  if  they  had  fo 
pleaied*  The  magtifaacy  therefore  was  from  them,  and 
depended  upon-  their  will. 

-  We  have  already  mentioned    the    hiftories    of  the 
Saxons,  Danes,  and  Normant,  from  which  nations,  to« 
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tdediirwlth  tlie  Britaihs,  wf  are  defcended,  mA,  find* 
.  4iig  thtt  they  "were  fevere  aflcrtfcrs  of  thdr  liberties,  ac- 
'kiiowledged  no  hutnah  laws  but  didrown,  received  no 
Idngs,  but  fuch  as  fwore  to  obfcrve  them,  and  depofed 
tfiofe  who  did  not  well  perform  their  oirths  and  duty,  it 
-far  evidMt,  that  their  kings  were  made  by  the  people  ac- 
cording to  the  law,  and  that  the  law,  by  which  they  be* 
came  what  they  were,  could  not  be  from  thqmiclves. 
.Our  anoeftots  were  fo  fulljr  convinced,  that  in  die  cml^ 
tkm  of  kitigs  they  exercifed  their  own  right,  and  were 
only  to'coniider  what  was  good  for  themfelves,  that  with^ 
out  r^rd  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who  had  gone  before, 
they  were  accuftomed  to  take  fuch  at  ieemed  moft  like, 
wifely^  juftly  and  gently  to  perform  their  ofBce ;  refilled 
thofe  that  were  fufpedted  of  pride,  cruelty,  or  any  other 
vice  that  mi^t  bring  prejudice  upon  the  public,  what 
title  fbeVer  they  pretended;  and  removed  fuch  as  had 
hoen  placed  in  the  throne,  if  they  did  not  anfwer  the  opi- 
•nion  conceived  of  their  virtue ;  which  I  take  to  be  a 
manner  of  proceeding  that  agrees  better  with  the  qudity 
of  inafbrs,  making  laws  and  magiftrates  for  themfelves^ 
thfiin  of  ilaves  receiving  fuch  as  were  impofcd  upon  them 
•  <  "•2%  To  the  fecDnd.  Though  it  (hould  be  granted,  that 
all  •  narions  had  at  the  firft  been  governed  by  kings,  it 
were  nothing  to  the  qoeftion  ;•  for  no  man,  or  number  of 
wien,  was  ever  obliged  to  continue  in  tke  .errors  of 
iA9  predes^eiflbrs. « >  The  authority  of  xuAom,  a»T  weU  at 
of !  tew  (I  mean  in  relation  to  the  ppwer  that  mad# 
k^to^e),  confiftsonly  in  itsreditode^  andtheiaare  rea« 
:  Ami  which  may  have  induced  one  or  more  nations  to 
'  '"-'•  Dd  a  cnai^ 
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given  by  (jod,  and  written  in  tlie  r 
turc,  it  muft  have  been  from  ihc  1 
and  perpetual ;  or  at  leaft  mud  ha^ 
4hr  wifcfl  and  bed  inlhiided  iijcion 
in  any  ipcnfure  (as  I  have  proved  al: 
no  reafon  whjr  a  polite  people  (bould 
errors  committed  by  their  anceftora  i 
barbarifm  and  ignnrancey  and  vfhy  t 
in  matters  of  govermDcnt,  as  i^ell  as 
relating  to  life.  Men  arc  fubje<5k  to 
work  of  the  bed  and  wifeft  to  dtfco* 
as  their  anceftors  may  have  commicto 
tion  to  tlx)fe  things  which  by  them  have 
This  is  fo  certain,  that  whatfocver  in 
mifcry  in  which  our  barbarous  ana 
«mly  to  the  liberty  of  oorrcding  what 
pradtice,  or  inventing  that  which  tJ 
and  I  doubt  whether  it  be  more  bn 
obliged  tf>  continue  in  the  idolatry  of  l 
the  mifcries  and  follies  that  accomoa 


droitbled  not  himfelf  wJth  refuting  that  crr6r!  ^but 
proving  chriftianity  to  be  good  and  true,  he  thoog^t  he 
had«fufficiently  proved  it  to  be  ancient^  A  wife  architeft 
may  (hew  Ks  ikill,  and  deferve  commendation  for  build- 
ing a  poor  houfe  of  vile  materials,  when  he  can  procure 
i«>  better,  but  he  no  way  ought  to  hinder  others  fr6m 
eie6[fng  more  glorious  fabrics  if  they  arc  furnilhed  with 
the  means  required.  Befide%  fuch  is  the  imperfc6tion 
cf  all  human  conttitutions,  that  they  are  fuhjed  to  per- 
petual flofihiatictiy  which  never  permits  them  to  continue 
Icng  in  the  fame  odndicion?  ccShruptions  Aide  in  infed- 
flUy;  and  the  beft  orders  are  fometimes  fubverted  by 
malice  and  violence;  fo  that  he  who  only  regards  what 
was  done  in  fuch  an  age,  often  takes  the  corruption  of 
the  ftate  for  the  inftitution,  follows  the  worft  example^ 
thiflks  that  to  be  the  iiri^y  that  is  the  mofl  ancient  he 
knows;  and  if  a  brave  people,  feeing  the  original  defc^^s 
of  their  government,  or  the  corruption  into  which  it  may 
be  falkn^  do  either  corred  and  reform  what  may  be 
amended,  or  abolifli  that  which  was  evil  it\  the  inftitu- 
tionv  or  fo  perverted,  that  it  cannot  be  rcftorcd  to  in- 
tegrity, thefe  men  impute  it  to  fedition,  and  blame  thofe 
adions»  wliich,  of  all  that  can  be  performed  by  men^ 
are  the  moft  glorious.  We  are  not  therefore  fo  much. to 
iinqnire  of  that  which,  is  mod  ancient,  as  that  which  is 
beft,  and  mod  conducing  to  the  good  ends  to  which  it 
wait  directed.  As  governments  were  inliiruted  for  the 
obtaining  of  juf^ice,  and  (as  our  author  fays)  the  preiier- 

•  Nul|um  tempjs,  nulla  prcicripiio,  occurrit  vcriiBti.  Tertul.     Id  to- 
ti^M^^aod-vcriiM*  Ibid. 
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any  man  (hould  Ojew  himfclf  wifer  th 

pofing  a  law  or  government,  more  ben 

than  any  that  had  been  foanerly  know, 

for  jufticc  and  liberty  than  all  othen.  h, 

mem  the  higheft  veneration.    If  any. 

be  judge  of  that  reaUude  or  praviiy  wi 

"«*  or  deftroys  a  law  ?  I  anfwer,  du 

not  in  formalities  and  niceties,  but  in 

ftantial  truths,  there  i»  «,  „eed  of  any  c 

that  of  common  fenfe,  and  the  light  of 

nune  the  matter:  and  he  that  travels 

Italy,  Turky,  Germany,  and  Switzcrl 

fuUing  Bartolus  or  Baldus,  wUl  eafily 

ther  the  countries  that  are  under  the  kit 

Spain,  the  Pope  and  the  great  Turk 

under  the  care  of  a  well  legulated'm 

enjoy  the  benefiteof  juftfcc  and  liberty. 

termined    whether    the    Grecians.    wJ 

Thebes   flourifhed,  were   more   free  tJ 
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berntt^  CaligufaiiClatxlioSt  Neio,  and  Vitelliija,  Am  by  the 
fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  whilft  the  laws  were  more  pow* 
erfbl  than  the  commands  of  men.  The  like  may  be  faid  of 
particuhtr  laws^  atthofeof  Nabuchodonoforand  Caligidap 
lor  worihipping  their  ftatues;  or  ads  of  parliament 
againft  hereties  and  LoUards»  with  the  ftatutes  and  ordera 
oftheinquifitton,  which  is  called  the  holy  office.  And 
if  that  only  be  a  law  which  is  **  iandio  reda,  jubens  ho- 
**  nefta*  prohibens  contrarian"  the  meaneft  underftandf- 
ings,  if  free  from  pafiiont  may  certainly  know,  that 
fuch  as  thefe  cannot  be  laws,  by  what  authority  foever 
they  were  enacted,  and  that  the  ufe  of  them,  and  otheit 
like  to  them,  ought  to  be  abolifhed  for  their  turpitude 
and  iniquity.  Infinite  examples  of  the  like  nature  might 
be  alledged  as  well  concerning  divine  as  human  things. 
And  if  there  be  any  laws  which  are  evil,  there  cannot  be 
an  incomeflaUe  reditude  in  all,  and  if  not  in  all,  i  con!^ 
cem|jp  to  examine  where  it  is  to  be  found.  Laws  and 
conftitutions  ought  to  be  weighed,  aYid  whilft  all  due  r&> 
verence  is  piid  to  fuch  as  are  good,  every  nation  may 
not  only  retain  in  itfelf  a  power  of  changing  or  aboliflfc. 
ing  all  fuch  as  are  not  fo,  but  ought  to  exercife  that 
power  according  to  the  beft  of  their  undeHlanding,  and 
in  the  place  of  what  was  cither  at  firft  mi(\aken,  or  aftet- 
wards  corrupted,  to  coni^itute  that  which  is  moA  con- 
ducing to  the  elUbliihment  of  juiHce  and  liberty.   . 

But  fuch  is  the  condition  of  mankind,  that  nothing 

can  be  fo  perfectly  framed  as  not  to  giv^  fome  teftimony 

of  human  imbecillity,  and  frequently  to  ttandin  need  of 

reparations  and  amendments.      Many   things  are  un« 
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i»  pmecT.     iNo  natural  body  wat  c 
and  orgnniied,  as  not  to  be  fubjc^ 
f»r  other  accidents,  and  to  need  mrd 
€afional  helps,  as  wdl  at  nouriflimc 
lie  whoi  tinckr  the. name  of  iimovs 
nadoiii  of  the  like,  doet*  is  nMBii 
demn  tiiem  all  to  perifli  bjF  the  defiofl 
iationa.     Some  men  obferviiq^  tM 
woeffity  of  redaciqg  every  ftate,  one 
to  the  integrity  of  ita  firft  prtnciple^: 
1»ve  examined^  whether  that  princt 
«r  fo  good,  that  nothing  can  be  ad<la 
#ver  wat ;  and  thirheiiig  fot  thofe  w 
change  would  tender  entna  perpctt 
mankind  of  the  benefiti  of  wifdonn,  h 
•and  die  right  ufe  of  reafon,  oblige  all 
mifemble  batberl^  of  their  aaceAora, 
with  die  name  of  m  wolf  than  tharof  s 
Thofe  who  arc  of  better  undcrft 
things,  and  often  find  reafon  to  abrog: 
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.eaii  be  np  grsntcr  mar]c  q[  a  rooA  brudlb  (lupidit?, 
than  for  mea  to  continue  in  an  evil  wav,  becaufe  their 
hihcn  had  brough  them  into  it.  But  if  we  ought  nut 
ta)  Ari^Uy  to  adhrre  to  our  own  conftUutions,  thofeof 
other  ttationt  arc  lefs  to  be  regarded  hy  us ;  for  rhe  lawa' 
that  may  be  good  for  one  people  arc  rK>t  for  all,  and  tha^ 
which  agrees  with  the  manners  of  one  age,  h  utterly  ah« 
horrent  from  ihofc  of  another.  It  were  abfurd  to  think 
of  rcAoring  the  laws  of  Lycurgus  to  the  prcfent  inha- 
bitants of  Pcloponncfusy  who  are  accuOomed  to  the  moft 
abjed  flavery.  '  It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  bow  the  Ro. 
mans,  Sabines,  and  Latins,  now  under  the  tyranny  of  th9 
pope,  woidd  relilb  fuch  a  difcipline  as  flouriflied  among 
them  after  the  expulfion  of  the  I'arquins ;  and  it  had 
been  fv>  Icfs  prepoflcrous  to  give  a  liberty  to  the  Parthi* 
ans  of  governing  thcinfelves,  or  for  them  to  aiTume  it, 
than  to  impoTc  an  abfolute  monarch  upon  the  German 
nation.  Titus  Livius*,  having  obfcrved  this  fays,  that 
If  a  popular  govermcnt  had  been  fct  up  in  Rome  imme- 
diately upon  the  building  of  the  city;  and  if  that  fierce 
people*  which  was  compofcd  of  unruly  (hcpherds,  hcrd(^ 
men,  fugitive  (laves,  and  out  lawcd  |)erfons,  who  could 
90t  fuffer  the  governments  under  w  hich  they  were  born, 
had  come  to  be  incited  by  *  turbulent  orators,  they  would 
have  brought  all  into  confufion  :  whereas  that  boideroua 
humour  being  gradually  tem[)cred  by  dil'cipline  under 
Romulusi  (T  taught  to  vent  its  fury  againfl  foreign  ene« 
mkh,  and  fuftened  by  tlie  peaceable  leign  of  .Numii»  H 

^  Hi'I.  1.  ii.  Su  1.  i  Ifil^uttuiia  procellii. 
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monarchy^  it  is  a8  lawful  for  the  dcfa 
Germans  to  continue  in  it,  as  for  the  c 
be  flavcs.  If  one  nation  may  juflly  d: 
mcnt  that  feems  beft  to  them,  and  oon 
aooording  to  the  changes  of  times  and  I 
right  muft  belong  to  others.  The  great 
that  are  or  have  been  in  die  world,  pnx 
and  nothing  can  better  (hew  the  wifdon) 
t}ie  vices  and  folly  of  nations,  than  the  u 
this  right :  they  hava  been  glorious  or  in 
ful  or  dcfpicable,  happy  or  mifcrable,  as 
or  ill  executed  it. 

If  it  be  faid,.tha^  the  law  given  by  < 
brews,  proceeding  from  his  wifdom  and 
needs  be  pcrfedl  and  obligatory  to  all  natii 
tlut  there  is  a  (imple  and  a  relative  perfed 
only  in  God,  the  other  in  the  things  h 
<*  He  (aw  that  they  were  good  •  ;**    whicJ 
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I  im  angd  amd  a  i/irorm,  ahd  noH^rig  could  be  fubjdft 
CD  change  or  deMh ;  for  that  ts  ]mperfe6ti»n.     Thfs  re- 
lative pcrfediori  is  fcen  allb  by  his  law  given  to  mankind 
in  tht  perfons  of  Adam  and  Noah.  *  it  was  good  in  the 
]Lind»  fit  for'thofe  llhies ;  but  could  never  have  been  en- 
larged or  altered,  if  the  peffc6lion  had  been  limple  ;  and 
no  better  evidence  can  be  given  to  (hei»*r,  that  it  was  not 
fo,  than  that  God  did  afterwards  give  one  much  more 
fill!  and  explicit  to  his  people.     This  law  was  alfo  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  that  people  arid  feafon ;  for  if  it  had 
keen  c^hcrwife,  the  apoftles  would  have  obliged  chriftians' 
Co  the  intire  obfervation  of  it,  as  well  as  to  ab(hiin  froin' 
idolatry,  fornication,  and  blood.     But  if  all  this  be  noc 
fo,  then  their  judicial  law,  and  the  form  of  their  com- 
monwealth, muft  be  received  by  nil ;  no  human  law  can 
be  of  ahy  vaTue;  we  are  all  brethren  ;  no  nianhas  a  prc- 
logative  above  another;  lands  mu(l  be  equally  divided 
amongft  all ;  inheritances  cannot  be  alienated  for  above 
fifty  years  ;  no  man  can  be  raifcd  above  the  reft,  unlefii 
he  be  called  by  God,  and  enabled  by  his  Spirit  to  condu6k 
die  people ;  when  this  man  dies,  he  that  has  the  fame 
Spirit  muft  fucceed,  as  Jofliua  did  to  Mofes,  and  hischiU 
/dren  can  have  no  title  to  his  office :  when  fueh  a  man  ap- 
pears,  a  fanhcdrin  of  fcventy  men,  chofen  out  of  the 
whole  people,  are  to  judge  fuch  caufea  as  relate  to  them- 
fclvca,  whilft  thofc  of  greater  extent  and  importance  are 
icferred  to  the  general  affcmblies.     Here  it  no  mentiort 
^  ef  a  king ;  and  confcquently,  if  we  muft  take  this  law 
for  our  pattern,  we  cannot  have  one:    if  the  point  btf 
driven  to  the  utmoft^  and  the  precept  of  Deutetonomyi 
.     "^  where 
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Virion  of  Tibcrty.     For  whadbevcr  the  inflitution  fee,  and 
how    long  focvcr  it  may  have  laftcd,  it  is  void,  if  it 
thwarts^  or  do  not  provide  for  the  ends  of  its  e(hbllfh« 
ment*     If  fucha  Uw  or  cuflom  therefore  as  is  notg<K»d 
in  itfeli,  had  in  the  beginniiig  prevailed  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  (wkich  in   relation  to  abfolutcj  or  any  kind  of 
monarchj  is  not  true),  it  ought  to  he  abolished  ;  and  if 
any  man  fhoidd  fhcw  himfelf  wifcr  than  others  by  pro* 
pofmg  a  law  or  government,  more  bencBcial  to  mankind 
than  any  that  had  been  iormerly  known,  providing  better 
for  juftiJ^e  and  libcrt?  than  all  others  had  done,  he  would 
merit  the  highcft  veneration.     If  any  man  aflc,  who  (hall 
be  judge  of  that  reditude  or  pravity  which  cither  autho- 
rizes or  dcftroys  a  law  ?  I  anfwer,  that  as  this  confifts 
not  in  formalities  and  niceties,  but  in  evident  and  fub- 
ftantial  truths,  there  is  no  need  of  any  other  tribunal  than 
that  of  common  fenfe,  and  the  light  of  nature,  to  deter- 
mine the  matter ;  and  he  tliat  travels  through    France, 
Itoly,  Turky,  Germany,  and  Switzerland,  without  con- 
fulting  Bartolus  or  Baldus,  will  eafily  underftand  whe- 
thcr  the  countries  that  are  under  the  kings  of  France  and 
Spain,  the  Pope  and  the  great  Turk,  or  fuch  as  arc 
under  the  care  of  a  well  regulated  magillracy,  do  beft 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  juftice  and  liberty.     It  is  as  eafily  de- 
termined   whether    the    Grecians,    when   Athens    and 
Thebes   flouriftied,  were  more   free  than   the   Medes; 
-filietfacr  jufiice  was  better  adminiftercd  by  Agathocles, 
Dionyfius,  and  Phalaris,  than  by  the  legal  kings  and 
regular  magil>rates  of  Sparta  ;  or  whether  more  care  was 
lakeni  that  juftice  and  liberty  might  be  prefcrved  by  Ti- 
berius, 
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beriiSf  ^  Caligufai,  Claudiut,  Neio,  ind  Vittnius*  Ann  by  the 
fefitte  and  people  of  Rome»  whilft  the  laws  were  more  pow* 
erfiil  than  the  commands  of  men.  The  like  may  be  fsud  of 
particular  laws^  asthofeof  Nabuchodonoforand  Caligidai 
for  worihipping  their  ftatues;  or  aAs  of  parliament 
agatnft  hereties  and  LoUards,  with  the  ftatutes  and  ordeff 
of  the  inquifitton,  which  is  called  the  holy  office.  And 
if  that  only  be  a  law  which  is  **  iandio  reda,  jubens  ho- 
**  neAa,  prohibens  contraria,"  the  meaneft  underftand- 
ings,  if  firee  from  pafliont  may  certainly  know,  that 
fuch  as  theTe  cannot  be  laws,  by  what  authority  foever 
they  were  enaded»  and  that  the  ufe  of  them,  and  others 
like  to  them,  ought  to  be  abolifhed  for  their  turpitude 
and  iniquity.  Infinite  examples  of  the  like  nature  might 
be  alledged  as  well  concerning  divine  as  human  things. 
And  if  there  be  any  laws  which  are  evil,  there  cannot  be 
an  inconteAable  reditude  in  al1»  and  if  not  in  all,  i  con^ 
cem||p  to  examine  where  it  is  to  be  found.  Laws  and 
conftitutions  ought  to  be  weighed,  aYid  whilft  all  due  r&> 
verence  is  ptiid  to  fuch  as  are  good,  every  nation  may 
not  only  retain  in  itfelf  a  power  of  changing  or  aboliik. 
ing  all  fuch  as  are  not  fo,  but  ought  to  exercife  that 
power  according  to  the  beft  of  their  undeHlanding^  and 
in  the  place  of  what  was  either  at  firi^  mi(\aken,  or  after- 
wards corrupted,  to  conftitute  that  which  is  moA  con- 
ducing to  the  eftabliihment  of  juitlce  and  liberty.   . 

But  fuch  is  the  condition  of  mankind,  that  nothing 

can  be  fo  perfectly  framed  as  not  to  give  fome  teftimony 

of  human  imbecillity,  and  frequently  to  Itand  in  need  of 

reparations  and  amendments.      Many   things  are  un* 

Dd  4  knowh 


i»  penecT.     rso  natural  body  wat  ever  f< 
and  orgnniicd,  as  not  to  be  fubjed  to  di 
f»r  other  accidents,  and  to  need  medicines 
safioml  helps,  as  well  is  nourifliinent  an 
lie  wboy  under  die. name  of  iniKwmrioo» 
nadons  of  die  like,  doett  is  nMBii  M  lie 
denin  diem  all  to  periOi  bjF  die  defiodi  of  t 
dadons.     Some  men  dbScnnng  this^  ha 
neoeffity  of  reducii^  every  ftate,  once  in 
to  the  integrity  of  its  firft  principle^:    but 
liavc  examined^  whether  that  principle  b 
or  fo  good,  that  nothing  can  be  added  to  i 
over  was;  and  this  being  fo,  thofe  who  w 
change  would  tender  errors  perpetual,   \ 
mankind  of  the  benefits  of  wifdom,  indufh 
and  die  right  ufe  of  reafon,  oblige  all  to  c 
miicfable  barbarity  of  their  anceAors,  whi 
with  die  name  ofa  wolf  than  tharof  a  mar 
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.eaii  be  no  grsnter  mar]c  of  a  rood  brudlb  (lupidit?, 
tban  for  mea  to  continue  in  an  evil  wav,  becaufe  their 
fadiert  had  brough:  them  into  it.  Bur  if  we  ought  nut 
to)  Ari^Uy  to  adhrre  to  our  own  conftitutions,  thofeof 
other  nations  arc  lefs  to  be  regarded  by  us ;  for  rhe  lawa' 
that  may  be  good  for  one  people  arc  rK>t  for  all,  and  tha^ 
which  agrees  with  the  manners  of  one  age,  %%  utterly  ah« 
horrent  from  ihofc  of  anotljcr.  It  were  abfurd  to  think 
of  rcAoring  the  laws  of  Lycurgus  to  the  prefent  inha- 
bitants of  Pcloponncfusy  who  are  acruOomed  to  the  moft 
abjed  flavery.  '  It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  bow  the  Ro. 
nuinsy  Sabines,  and  Latins,  now  under  the  tyninnyof  th9 
pope,  would  relilb  fuch  a  difcipltne  as  FiOuriflied  among 
them  after  the  expulfion  of  the  I'arquins ;  and  it  had 
been  tv>  Icfs  prepoflerous  ro  give  a  liberty  to  the  Parchi* 
ans  of  governing  (hcmfelves,  or  for  them  to  aiTume  it, 
than  to  impofc  an  abiblute  monarch  upon  the  German 
nation.  Titus  Livius*,  having  obfcrved  this  fays,  that 
If  a  {lopular  goverment  had  been  fet  up  in  Rome  imme- 
diately upon  the  building  of  the  city;  and  if  that  fierce 
people*  which  was  compofcd  of  unruly  (hrpherds,  herdf- 
mcjiy  fugitive  (laves,  and  out  lawcd  |)erfons,  who  could 
pot  fuffcr  the  governments  under  w  hlcli  they  were  born, 
had  come  to  be  incited  by  *  turbulent  orators,  they  would 
have  brought  all  into  confudon  :  whereas  that  boideroua 
humour  being  gradually  tem[)crcd  by  difcipline  under 
Romulus,  r.r  taught  to  vent  its  fury  againfl  foreign  en&^ 
mksy  and  fuftened  by  the  peaceable  leign  of  .Numii»  4 

^  Hi^i.  1.  iu  ».  1.  i  lfil>i4iuii«  procclHi. 
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monarchy^  it  is  as  lawful  fur  the  dcfc< 
Germans  to  continue  in  it,  as  for  the  c 
be  flavcs.  If  one  nation  may  juflly  cb 
mcnt  that  feems  bcft  to  them,  and  con 
jMOording  to  the  changes  of  timet  aiid  I 
right  muft  belong  to  others.  The  great 
that  are  or  have  been  in  die  world,  pcoc 
and  nothing  can  better  (hew  the  wifdonn 
the  vices  and  folly  of  nations,  than  the  u 
this  right :  they  hav(!  been  glorious  or  in 
ful  or  dcfpicable,  happy  or  mifcrable,  as 
or  ill  executed  it. 

If  it  be  faid,.that  the  law  given  by  i 
brews,  proceeding  from  his  wifdom  and 
needs  be  pcrfedl  and  obligatory  to  all  nati< 
tlut  there  is  a  (imple  and  a  relative  perfed 
only  in  God,  the  other  in  the  things  h 
<*  He  faw  that  they  were  e<x)d  ♦  ;**    whii^l 
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twten  im  angd  amS  a  worm,  ahd  noH^iig  could  be  fubjdft 
Co  change  or  de^ ;  far  thst  ts  iinperfe6tmn.     Thfs  re- 
lative pcrfeition  is  fcen  al(b  by  his  law  given  to  mankind 
in  thfc  perfons  of  Adam  and  Noah.  *  It  was  good  in  the 
KIndy  fit  for' thofe  limes ;  but  could  never  ha \'«  been  en- 
larged or  altered,  if  the  pcrfc6lion  had  been  (imple  ;  and 
no  better  evidence  can  be  given  to  (heW,  that  it  was  not 
fo,  than  that  God  did  afterwards  give  one  much  more 
fill!  and  explicit  to  his  people.     This  law  was  alfo  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  that  people  arid  Teafon ;  for  if  it  had 
keen  tnherwife,  the  apoftles  would  have  obliged  chiiftians' 
to  the  intire  obfervation  of  it,  as  well  as  to  ab(hiin  froni 
idolatry,  fornication,  and  blood.     But  if  all  this  be  not 
fo,  then  their  judicial  law,  and  the  form  of  their  com- 
monwealth, muft  be  received  by  nil  ^  no  human  law  can 
be  of  ahy  vaTue;  we  are  all  brethren  ;  no  m?.n'has  a  prc- 
iogative  above  another;  lands  mu(l  be  equally  divided 
amongft  all ;  inheritances  cannot  be  alienated  for  above 
fifty  years  ;  no  man  can  be  raifed  above  the  reft,  uhlefii 
he  be  called  by  God,  and  enabled  by  his  Spirit  to  condu6k 
die  people ;  when  this  man  dies,  he  that  has  the  fanne 
Spirit  muft  fucceed,  as  Jofhua  did  to  Mofes,  and  hischil- 
/dren  can  have  no  title  to  his  office :  when  fueh  a  man  ap- 
pears, a  fanhedrin  of  fcventy  men,  chofen  out  of  the 
whole  people,  are  to  judge  fuch  caufes  as  relate  to  them- 
fclvcs,  whilft  thofc  of  greater  extent  and  importance  arc 
referred  to  the  general  aflemblies.     Here  is  no  mention 
.  of  a  king ;  and  confcquently,  if  we  muft  take  this  law 
(or  our  pattern,  we  cannot  have  one:    if  the  point  btf 
driven  to  the  utmoft^  and  the  precept  -of  Douteionomyi 
.     "^  where 


MKJu.  lilt  ^iceiiuii  ui  o-iui,  and  aiicr  t 

captivity  :  and  even  when  they  have 

fuch  a  one  as  is  dcfcribcd  in  the  fan^ 

mprc   rrfcmbles   the  fovcrcign  opajefl 

adores,  and  agrees  as  little  witb.hisjm 

of  the  Roman  poDpic.  -:  ,    .^    . 

^  Wc  may  therci^re  Crtncludc,  tJM  t 

tlialaw  of  Mofcft,  we  miift  take  it  wii 

gcs.;   a  king  can  be  no  more,  and  no  < 

mti^ci  him :  for  tvligtever  we  read  of  tj 

Y^f  OLtreme  deviations  from  it.    N< 

»»y  kw;   and  our  lawyers,  burning 

bejBike  ,thmilelvcs  to  the  ftudj  of  tht 

which  though  ibme  of  tliem  may  be  vre! 

hably  the  profit  arifing  from  thence 

great.;  . 

But,  jf  FC  am  not  obliged  to  Jive  i 
the  law  of  Mofff,.. every  people  may 

thpmr»*1\;«'c     -trtjl    u/A    rtnnw^^f   u«    j«— :,.i 
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)4ijpdiced  tgr  any  lav  that  they  made,  wc  may  repeal  i|f 
n[7^e/?fctjr  /)f  ^hc  people  iKa$  their  fuprcmejlawy  aixl  js  fe 
ta  uiif .  m;iUKt  fan  wc  ,bc  thought  l^lSs  fit  tp  judge  whaf 
fondiw^  to  diat  <;Bd^  than  tllby  were.     If  they  inzt\j 
fgphad  bcca  perfuaded  to  put  themrdves  under  the  powers 
or^  in  our  authpr's  pluafc,  undt^r  tiic  fovereign  niajcfty,  of 
^  chil4tjA  %>U  91  tp4^  or  desperately  wicked  pcrfon,  and 
had  annexed  the  right  conforrcd  upon.  h;m,  to  fuch,  a^ 
(hould  fucceed,  it  had  not  been  a  <*  juft  and  right  fane- 
*«  tion  ;'*  and,  having  none  of  the  qualities  efTentiaHy  be- 
longing to  a  law,  could  not  have  the  effcft  of  a  law.     It 
cannot  be  for  the  good  of  a  people  to  be  governed  by  one, 
who  ty  nature  ought  to  be  governed,  or  by  age  or  accident 
is  rendered  unable  to  go\^em  himfclf.     The  public  intcil 
rcfts,  and  the  concernments  of  private  men  in  tlictr  lands, 
goods^  liberties,  and  liy^s  (for  the  prefcrvation  of.  which, 
€>ura^lhor  fays,  that  rejpij  prerogative  is  only  conftitutcdL 
cannot  be  prcferved  by  one, who  is  tranfported  by  his  own 
p^fliQOS  or  follic;s,  a  flavc  to  his  lufts  and  vices;*  or, 
]ylu(^^i9  fpmctim^s  worfc,  governed  by  the  vilcft  of  men 
an4  »'0xpen,  who  flatter  him  in  them,  and  pufli  him  on 
jtp,  da  fuch  things  as  even  they  would  abhor,  if  they  were 
'lf\pi^  place.    The  turpitude  and  impious  madncfs  of  (bch 
afi.a^muA  neceflarily  make  it  void,  by  overthrowing  the 
(md[$.fpr.  which  it  was  made,  fincc  that  judice  which  was 
fought  cannot  be  obtained,  nor  the  evils  that  were  feztd^ 
Dreycnte^  :  and  tliey  for  Mhofe  good  it  was  intended  miift 
ncccflanly  have  a  right  of  aboli(hing  it.     This  might  be 
fpiQcioptfor  uf^  though  our  ancedors  haiJ  eriftaved  themi 
f^lv^.     But,  (jod  bc'tbanked,  we  are  not  put  to  that 
.     i  trouble 


'^^'^^mm 
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where  Gqfl^iiniitcd  them  tQ  have  a  king,  if  diry  tllOll^^ 
fitt  H'hen  thcjr^pame  Inio  tUe  pmmifcH  JanJ  be  yruleHldod^ 
to  extend  tp  a))  rt^itum.*,  every  one  i*f  ihem  muft  have  the 
fame  liberty  of  uking  ihtn  *wti  time,  rhufinjj  him  in 
their  owa  way,  cUv id ing  ih<j  ki'^gtt«>iiit  havi^^i;  no  king* 
and  fetting^  uo  otocr  govcruor*  .nhca  rhey  jilcalf,  a»  be- 
fore the  eleSion  of  Saul,  ?ml  after  the  rL*rurn  from  th^i 
captivity !  and  even  vhen  they  have  a  king,  he  mufi  be 
fuch  a  one  as  is  defcrtbed  in  the  fame  chapter,  who  nci 
more  refcmbles  the  fovercjgn  majci^  ihat  oyr  author 
adores,  and  agrees  sa  Urtle  with  his  iiiajiiniSr  as  a  tribuiie 
of  the  Ji^oroai;! jjeaplc. 

,  We'in^  therefore  conclude,  ihait  if  wc  it«  to  fMlJow 
tlutlaw  of  Mofefi,  wc  mui^  take  it  with  all  the  appenda« 
gc^.;  a  king  can  be  no  more,  and  no  othcrwifc,  than  he 
ma^es  him :  for  whatever  we  read  of  the  kings  they  had, 
^^f  fxtreme  deviations  from  if.  No  itationcin  make 
a»y  few;  and  our  lawyers,  burning  their  books,  may 
befftkc  .themfelves  to  the  i^udy  of  the  pcntateuch;  in 
whiqh  though  (bme  of  them  may  be  well  verfed,  yet  pro- 
bably Uie  profit  arifing  from  thence  will  not  be  vtry 
great.^  ; 

But,  .if  wc  arc  not  obliged  to  live  in  a  conformity  to 
the  Uw  of  Mofe$,  every  people  may  frame  laws  for 
themfelvt  s.  ^nd  wp  cannc^t  be  denied  the  right  that  U 
comoipn  to  all.  Our  laws  were  not  fent  from  heaven, 
but  made  by.our  anccftors  according  to  the  light  they  had, 
and  their  prcfent  ocoafions.  We  inherit  tlie  fame  right 
^m  them,  and  as  we  may  without  vanity  fay,  that  W5 
jui^w  ^  UttlCi  more  than  tUcy  did,  if  we  find  ourfelvcs 

prejudiced 
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t^i^lfidiced  hif  any  Uv  thar  they  made,  wc  tn^y  repeal  i|| 
Tlicfofcyr  flf  ^hc  people  ws  tUcM:  fuprcoKiIaWy  ai>d  js  fo 
IP  uii:  :  mtiUKT  can  we  he  thought  l^jls  fit  tQ  judge  wha( 
for^iiH:^  to  that  cnd^  thap  tllby  were.     If  they  in.anjf 
^^had  bccfi  perfuaded  to  put  themfel  ves  under  the  power^ 
or«  in  our  author's  pluafts  undi:r  tiie  fovereign  majcfty,  of 
^.«;lul4t:a  fo^lf  a  mad  or  desperately  wicked  pcrfon,  and 
had  annexed  the  right  conferred  upon,  him,  to  fuch  24 
(hould  fucceed,  it  had  not  been  a  **  juft  and  right  fanc- 
"  tion  ;'*  and,  having  none  of  the  qualities  efTentiatty  be- 
longing to  a  law,  could  not  have  the  effcft  of  a  law.     It 
cannot  be  for  the  good  of  a  people  to  be  governed  by  one, 
who  by  nature  ought  to  be  governed,  or  by  age  or  accident 
IS  rendered  unable  to  govern  himfelf.     The  public  inte- 
rcfts,  and  the  concernments  of  private  men  in  tlictr  lands, 
goods,  liberties,  and  iiyes  (for  the  prefcrvation  of.  which, 
our  aullior  fays,  that  regaj  pr9rogative  is  only  conrtitutcdL 
fcannot  be  prcferved  by  one  .who  is  tranfported  by  his  own 
p^ipos  or  follies,  a  flavc  to  his  lufts  and  vices;'  or, 
ji^hi(^,is  fpmctiinys  worfc,  governed  by  the  vilcft  of  men 
and  »'on^cn,  who  (latter  him  in,  them,  and  pufli  him  on 
j:p,  do  fuch  thmgs  as  even  they  would  abhpr,  if  they  Were 
Ip^pis,  place,    yhe  turpitiide  and  impious  madncfs  of  (tich 
afi.a^  muft  neceflarily  make  it  void,  by  overthrowing  the 
(lids  for  which  it  was  made,  Gncc  that  juftice  which  was 
fought  cannot  be  obtained,  nor  the  evils  that  were  feared, 
Mjijycnt^  :  and  tliey  for  Mhofe  good  it  was  intended  muft 
ncceffarily  kave  a  right  of  aboliftiing  it.'     This  might  be 
f^iQcicotfor  u?^  though  our  ancedors  had"  erilTavcd  thetni 
f^lvc;^.     But,  (jod  be 'thanked,  we  are  t\ot  '^uV  \i^  xYv^^ 
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trouble:  wt  have  no  reafon  to  believe  we  arc  defcendcd 
from  fuch  fools  and  beafls,  as  would  wittingty  caft  dicm* 
fclvei^  and  m^  into  fuch  an  cxecfs  of  mifciy  and  Diame, 
or  that  they  were  fo  tame  and  coward) jr  to  be  fubje<3ed  hf 
fcrcc  or  f^r-  We  know  the  value  they  fel  upon  thcif 
libcitieSp  and  the  courage  with  whteh  they  defended  them  t 
and  we  can  have  no  better  example  to  encourage  ui  nev^ 
to  fyffcr  them  to  be  violated  or  dimim(hed. 


S  1  C  T.      XXVI. 


Though  the  king  may  be  entrufied  with  the  power  9f  chuf' 
ing  judges^  yet  that  by  which  they  a^  is  from  the  law. 

'  I  CONFESS,  that  no  law  can  be  fo  pcrfeft,  "  to  pro- 
•*  vide  exadly  for  every'  cafe  that  may  fall  out,  fo  as  to 
•*  leave  nothing  to  the  difcrction  of  the  judges,"  who  in 
ifomc  meafure  arc  to  interpret  them :  but  "  that  laws  or  cuf- 
•*  toms  arc  ever  few,  or  that  the  paucity  is  the  reafon  that 
**  they  cannot  give  fpccial  rules,  or  that  judges  do  refort  to 
**  thofe  principles,  or  common-law  axioms,  whereupon 
<'  former  judgments,  in  cafes  fomething  alike,  have  been 
**  given  by  former  judges,  who  all  receive  their  autboritJT 
•*  from  the  king  in  his  right  to  give  fentence,"  I  utterly 
deny ;  and  affirm, 

I.  That  in  many  places,  and  particularly  in  England, 
the  laws  are  fo  many,  that  the  number  of  them  has  intro- 
duced an  uncertainty  and  confufion,  which  is  both  daf\- 
^ous  and  troublefo^nc  v  ^t\4  ti\'t  Itvftvvltc  variety  of  ad* 
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j:od|ged  caffS,4hwarting  afxi  oantndiA]f^  tach  other,  hM 
lEendoned  diefe  difficulties  inextricable.  Tacitus  imputet 
4  great  part  of  the  mifcries  fufimd  by  the  .Romans  in  hit 
Ctm^  to  this  abufe,  and  tells  us,  that  '<  *  the  laws  grew  to 
<<  be  innumerable  in  the  word  and  m«(l  corrupt  ftate  of 
*'  things,'*  and  that  jqftice  was  overthrown  by  them.  Bf 
the  fame, means  in  France,  Italy,  and  other  places,  wbero 
the  civil  law  is  rendered  municipal,  judgments  are  in  at 
manner  arbitrary ;  and  though  the  intention  of  our  laws 
be  juil  and  good,  they  are  fo  numerous,  and  the  volumes 
of  our  ftatutes,  with  the  interpretations,  and  adjudged 
cafes,  fo  vaft,  that  hardly  any  thing  is  fo  clear  and  fixed^ 
but  men  of  wit  and  learning  may  find  what  will  fcrve  for 
a  pretence  to  juilify  almoft  any  judgment  they  have  a 
mind  to  give.  Whereas  the  laws  of  Mofes,  as  to  the  ju- 
dicial part,  being  (hort  and  few,  judgments  were  eafy  and 
certain ;  and  in  Switzerland,  Sweden,  and  fome  parts  of 
Denmark,  the  whole  volume  that  contains  them  may  be 
read  in  few  hours,  and  by  that  means  no  injuftice.can  be 
done  which  is  not  immediately  made  evident. 
•  2.  Axioms  are  not  rightly  grounded  upon  judged  cafes; 
but  cafes  are  to  be  judged  according  to  axioms  :  the  cer- 
tain is  not  proved  by  the  uncertain,  but  the  uncertain  fa^ 
the  certain  ;  and  every  thing  is  to  be  eOeemed  uncertain^ 
till  it  be  proved  to  be  cert^n.  Axioms  in  law  are,  as  in 
mathematics,  evident  to  (Ammon  fenfe ;  and  nothing  b 
to  be  taken  for  an  axioms  that  is  not  fo.  Euclid  dbcs  not 
•prove  his  axioms  by  his  propcfiiions,  but  his  propofitionst 

'  £t  i^  corrupUiBniM  republica  plurimc  k^. 


>ftmfcp  bv  fuch  axiomi  as  *rc  evlc'cnt  ta  tH, 
of  our  law  do  tiot  receive  thcif  auUiortiy  from 
lales,  but  CoKc  ami  Hales  dcrnr\'c  prtife  tW 
gm^nr  accortitng  m  fucli  3i  arc  uml'^niabtr  tmc, 
f  jucf;^es  receive  iheiT  commiffion  from  the  kingi 
l^s  h  may  be  faid,  tti^t  the  eiirtom  of  naming 
|rcmndei1  upt^n  ;i  right  wifh  which  he  i*  inirufled  | 
power  U  trinn  the  law,  ^  thai  of  ihc  king  alfa 
Ir  he  «ht^  has  none  originally  in  himftlf,  can  give 
Snlcft  it  he  firft  confirrcd  ufh»n  him,  1  ftn^jw  not 
can  well  perform  hia  oath  in  govrrn  according  to 
[inlcfs  he  execute  the  power  with  which  he  is  in* 
Id,  in  naming  thofe  men  tn  be  judges,  ifthom  in  haa 
licnce,  and  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  he  fhinkt 
beft  and  abtefl  to  perform  that  office ;  but  both  he  aad 
arc  to  karn  thiir  duty  from  that  bw#  by  which  tlury 
I  and  which  allots  lo  evciy  one  his  prof  er  wvtk*  A« 
law  intends,  that  men  Ihould  be  made  judges  fur  their 
fcegrity  and  knowledge  in  the  law,  and  that  it  ought  nut 
he  imagined,  I  hat  the  king  will  break  his  trufl  hy  chu^ 
fuch  ai  arc  not  fcj,  till  the  vtobtiun  be  evident,  no* 
Ihing  is  more  rcafon^bk  than  to  i»tendp  that  tl;e  judgei  f<i 
Qualified  IhfMild  inftrucl  the  king  in  matters  of  law.  But 
'ihat  he  who  may  be  a  clviy,  over-aged,  or  oihcrwife  ig- 
norant and  uncapable,  Hiould  i«Aru^  the  juilgcs,  is  equal- 
ly abfurd,  as  for  a  blind  manfo  be  a  guide  lo  ihofe  who 
have  the  heft  cyc$^  and  fo  abhorrent  from  the  meaning  of 
the  Iaw»  that  the  judgcii  (as  I  tiid  before)  are  fworn  to  do 
juftice  acc<*rding  to  the  laws,  without  any  regard  lo  th© 
kjcff*s  WordSi  ktrers,  or  commands;  if  they  are  therefore 
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to  aft  according  to  a  fet  rule,  from  which  they  may  not 
depir^s  what  command  focvcr  they  receive,  they  do  not 
aft  by  a  power  from  him,  but  by  one  tha^  is  above  both. 
This  is  commonly  confeflcd ;  and  though  fomc  judges 
have  been  found  in  feveral  ages,  who,  in  hopes  of  reward 
and  preferment,  have  made  little  account  of  their  oath^ 
yet  the  fuccefs  that  many  of  them  have  had,  may  rca- 
fonably  deter  others  from  following  their  example;  and 
if  there  are  not  more  inftances  in  this  kind,  no  better 
reafon  can  be  given,  than  that* nations  do  frequently 
fail,  by  being  too  remife  in  aflerting  their  own  rights,  or 
panifhing  offenders,  and  hardly  ever  err  on  the  feverer 
fide. 

4.  Judgments  are  varioufly  given  in  feveral  ftates  and 
kingdoms ;  but  he  who  would  find  one  where  they  lie  in 
the  breafl  of  thp  king,  mud  go  at  lead  as  far  as  Morocco. 
Nay,  the  ambaffador  who  was  lately  here  from  that 
place,  denied  that  they  were  abfolutely  in  him.  How- 
ever it  is  certain,  that  in  England,  according  to  the  great 
charter,  "t  judgments  are  pafl'ed  by  equals:"  no  man 
can  be  imprifoned,  difTeifed  of  his  freehold,  deprived  of 
life  or  limb,  "  J  unlefs  by  the  fentence  of  his  peers." 
The  kings  of  Judah  did  "  §  judge  and  were  judged;" 
and  the  judgments  they  gave,  wers  in  and  with  the  fan- 
hedrim.     In  England  the  kings  do  not  judge,  but  arc 

♦  Jure  igitur  ple£llraur;  nifi   cnim  multoruin  ixnpunita  (cekra  lulifk^ 
muS|  nunquam  td  unum  tanta  pcrveniilct  licemia.     Cicero. 
+  Judicia  Hunt  per  pares.     Mag.  chart. 
2  Nifi  per  judicium  parium  fuurum.     ibid. 
f  Jiidiiabant  &  judicabantur.    Maimonid. 
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JQdgcd  :  Siud  Br3<3on  fays,  **  ^  that  in  receiving  juftiec 
**  the  king  is  equal  to  anotlicr  man^'*  which  could  not 
he,  if  judgments  were  given  by  hin>,  and  he  were  ex- 
empted from  the  judgment  of  all  by  tliatlaw,  which  has 
put  all  judgments  into  the  hands  of  the  people.     This 
power  h  cxecuteii  by  them  in  grand  or  petty  juries,  and 
the  judges  are  affiftants  to  them,  in  explaining  the  dif- 
ficult points  of  the  law,  in  w^hich,  it  is  prefumcdj  they 
Should  be  learned.    The  ftrength  of  every  judgment 
eonOfts  in  the  verdid  of  thefe  juries,  which  the  judges 
do  not  give,  but  pronounce   or  declare :  and  the  fame 
law  that  makes  good  a  verdict  given  contrary  to  the  ad- 
vice or  dirtdion  of  the  judges,  cxpofes  them  to*  the  ut- 
moft  penalties,  if,  upon  their  own  heads,  or  a  command 
from  the  king,  they  fliould  prcfeime  to  give  a  fcntence, 
without  or  contrar}"  to  a  verdid ;  and  no  pretcnfions  ta 
a  power  of  interpreting  the  law  can  exempt  them,  if  they 
break  it.     The  power  alfo,  with  which  the  judges  are 
entruHed,  is  but  of  a  moderate  extent,  and  to  be  executed 
**  bona  fide."     Prevarications  are  capital,  as  tiiey  proved 
to  Trefilian,  Empfon,  Dudley,  and  many  others.     Nay, 
even  in  fpccial  verdict,  the  judges  arc  only  affiftants  to 
the  juries,  who  find  it  fpccially,  and  the  verdict  is  from 
them,  though  the  juv^^!;cs,  having  heard  the  point  argued, 
declare  the  fcnfe  of  the  law  thereupon.     Wherefore,  if  I 
(hould    grant,  tW.n   the   king  might  pcrfunally  affift  in 
judgments,  his   work  could  only  be  to  prevent  frauds, 
and,  by  the  advice  of  the  judges,  to  fee  that  the  laws  be 
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duly  executed,  or  perhaps  to  infpe£t  their  behaviour.  If 
he  has  more  than  this,  it  mud  be  by  virtue  of  his  potitic 
capacity,  in  which,  he  is  underftood  to  be  always  prefent 
in  the  principal  courts,  where  juAice  is  always  done^ 
whether  he  who  wears  the  crown,  be  young  or  (dd,  wife 
or  ignorant,  good  or  bad,  or  whether  he  like  or  difliko 
what  is  done. 

Moreover,  as  governments  are  inftituted  for  liic  ob- 
taining of  juftice,  and  the  king  is  in  a  great  meafure  en- 
trufted  with  the  power  of  executing  it,  it  is  probable  that 
the  law  would  have  required  his  prcfcnce  in  the  diftri- 
bution,  if  there  had  been  but  one  court ;  that  at  the  famt 
time  he  could  be  prefent  in  more  than  one ;  that  it  wert 
certain  he  would  be  guilty  of  no  mifcarriages ;  that  all 
mifcarriages  were  to  be  punifhed  in  him,  as  well  as  ia 
the  judges;  or  that  it  were  certain  he  ihould  always  be  a 
man  of  fuch  wifdom,  induftry,  experience,  and  integrity, 
as  to  be  an  affiftance  to,  and  a  watch  over,  thofe  who 
ore  appointed  for  the  adminifira^ion  of  juftice.  But  there 
being  many  courts  fitting  at  the  fame  time,  of  equal  au- 
thority, in  feveral  places  far  diAant  from  each -other; 
impoflible  for  the  king  to  be  prefent  in  all ;  no  manner 
of  aflurance  that  the  fame,  or  greater  mifcarriages  may  not 
be  committed  in  his  prefencc  than  in  his  abfence,  by  him* 
felf  than  others;  no  opportunity  ofpunifliing  every  delid 
in  him,  without  bringing  the  nation  into  fuch  difprder,  as 
may  be  of  more  prejudice  to  the  public,  than  an  injury 
done  to  a  private  man ;  the  law,  which  intends  to  ob- 
viate of&nces,  or  to  punifh  fuch  as  cannot  be  <^n\\\£>^> 
luis  dire^d^  tfaaf  thofe  men  (hovdd  btt  cVu)Ws\>  "^^^  '^^^ 

E  c  2  ^^'^. 
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moft  knowing  in  it ;  impofcs  an  oath  upon  the[%  not  t& 
be  diverted  from   the  due  courfe  of  jiiftice,  bf  feai*  or. 
favour,  hopes  or  reward,  particularly  by  any  command 
from  the  king;  and  appotnti   the  fevcreft   puniflimenrs 
for  them,  if  they  prove  filfc  to  God,  and  their  country. 

If  any  oian  think,  that  the  words  cited  from  Bra^on 
by  our  author  upon  ihe  queftion,  "  Quig  primo  6f  prin- 
**  ciplitcr  poflit  ct  dcbeat  judicarc,  '&c.  Sciendum  eft 
•'  quod  rex,  U  non  alius,  (1  folus  ad  haec  fufficcrc 
*'  poffit,  cum  ad  hoc  per  virtutem  facramcnti  tencatur," 
are  contrary  to  what  I  have  faid,  I  dcfirc  the  context  may 
be  confidcrcd,  tliat  his  opinion  may  be  truly  underrtood, 
though  the  words,  taken  limply  and  nakedly,  may  be 
enough  for  my  purpofe.  For  it  is  ridiculous  to  infer,  that 
the  king  has  a  right  of  doing  any  thing,  upon  a  fuppofi- 
tlon,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  do  it.  He  therefore, 
whp  fays  the  king  cannot  do  it,  fays  it  muft  be  done  by 
others  or  not  at  all.  But,  having  already  proved^  that 
the  king,  merely  as  king,  has  none  of  the  qualities  re- 
cjuircd  for  judging  all,  or  any  cafes  ;  and  that  many  kings 
have  all  the  defects  of  age  and  perfon,  that  render  men 
moll  unable  and  unfit  to  give  any  fentence  ;  we  may 
conclude,  without  contradicting  Bradon,  that  no  king, 
as  king,  has  a  power  of  judging,  becaufe  fome  of  them 
are  utterly  unable  and  unfit  to  do  it ;  and  if  any  one  has 
fuch  a  power,  it  muft  be  conferred  upon  him  by  thofc 
who  think  him  able  and  fit  to  peiform  that  work.  When 
Filmer  finds  fuch  a  man,  we  muft  inquire  into  the  qk- 
tent  of  that  power  which  is  given  to  him  :  but  this  would 
be  nothiog  to  his  gcacraY  ^lojotvuvivvv  for  he   himielf 
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would  hardly  have  inferred,  that  becaufe  a  power  of 
judging  in  fome  cafes  was  conferred  upon  one  prince,  on 
account  of  his  fitncfs  and  ability,  therefore  all  of  them^ 
however  unfit  and  unable,  have  a  power  of  deciding  all 
cafes.  Befides,  if  he  bdiicve  Bradon,  this  power  of 
judging  is  not  inherent  in  the  king,  but  incumbent  upoa 
him,  by  virtue  of  his  oatfi,  which  our  author  endeavours 
to  enervate  and  annul.  But  as  that  oath  is  grounded 
upon  the  law,  and  the  law  cannot  prefume  impaflibili- 
ties  and  abfurdities,  it  cannot  intend,  and  the  oath  can« 
not  require,  that  a  man  ihould  do  that,  which  he  is  un- 
able and  unfit  to  do.  Many  kings  are  unfk  to  judge 
caufes :  the  law  cannot  therefore  intend  they  (hould  do 
it.  The  context  alfo  (hews,  that  this  imagination  of  the 
king's  judging  all  caufes,  if  he  could,  is  merely  chime- 
rical :  for  Bradon  fays,  in  the  fame  chapter^  that  "  the 
"  power  of  the  king  is  the  power  of  the  law;'*  that  is, 
that  be  has  no  power  but  by  the  law.  And  the  law  that 
aims  at  juftice,  cannot  make  it  to  depend  upon  the  un- 
certain humour  of  a  child,  a  woman,  or  a  foolifli  man ; 
for  by  that  means  it  would  deflroy  itfelf.  The  law 
cannot  therefore  give  any  fuch  power,  and  the  king  can- 
not have  it. 

If  it  be  faid,  that  all  kings  are  not  fo ;  that  fome  are  of 
mature  age,  wife,  jud,  and  good ;  or,  that  the  queftion 
is,  not  what  is  good  for  the  fubje£l,  but  what  is  glorious 
to  the  king ;  and  that  he  muft  not  lofe  his  right,  though 
the  people  pcrilh ;  I  anfwer,  firft,  that  whatfoever  be- 
longs to  kings,  as  kings,  belongs  to  all  kings :  this  power 
of  judging  cannot  belong  to  all,  for  .the  reafons  above 
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fhould  depend  upon  their  advice,  in  matter 
fie,  than  for  the  heirs  vf  a  great  and  wife  p 
to  powers  given  on  account  of  virtue,  if  tt 
fame  talents  for  the  performance  of  the  w 
Common  fenfe  declares^  that  govemmi 
td,  and  judicatures  ereded,  for  the  obta 
The  king's  bench  was  not  cftabli(hed,  th 
tice  (hould  have  a  great  office,  but  tha 
(hould   be  relieved,  and  right  done.     T 
profit  he  receives,  comes  in  as  it  were  by  ; 
rewards  of  his  fervice,  if  he  rightly  per 
but  he  may  as  well  pretend  he  is  there  fo 
as  the  king.     God  did  not  fet  up  Mofes 
they  might  glory  in  having  fix  hundred 
under  their  command,  but  that  they  migti 
pie  into  the  land  they  were  to  pollefs :    th 
were  not  for  rhemfclves,  but  for  the  pe« 
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yields  y  that  **  the  fafcty  of  the  people  Is  the  fupreme 
**  law."  The  right  therefore  that  the  king  has,  muft  be 
conformable  and  fuhordinatc  to  it.  If  any  one  therefore 
fct  up  an  intcreft  in  himfelf,  that  is  not  fo,  he  breaks  thw 
fupreme  law  ;  he  doth  not  live  and  reign  for  his  peoplei 
but  for  himfelf,  and,  by  departing  from  the  end  of  hi« 
inftitution,  dcftroys  it:  and,  if  Ariftotlc  *  (to  whom  our 
author  fcems  to  have  a  great  deference)  delcrves  credit, 
fuch  a  one  ceafes  to  he  a  king,  and  becomes  a  tyrant ;  he 
who  ought  to  have  been  the  beft  of  men,  is  turned  into 
the  worft  ^  and  he  who  is  recommended  to  us  under  the 
name  of  a  father,  becomes  a  public  enemy  to  the  people* 
The  quef^ion  therefore  is  not,  what  is  good  for  the  king, 
but  what  is  good  for  the  people;  and  he  can  have  no 
right  repugnant  to  them. 

Bradton  is  ndt  more  gentle.  **  The  king,*'  fays  ke, 
**  is  obliged  by  his  oath,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  tp 
«*  prefervc  the  church,  and  the  chriftian  world,  in  peace  • 
*<  to  hinder  rapine,  and  all  manner  of  iniquity  ;  to  caufc  - 
^*  jufticc  and  mercy  to  be  obfervcd :  he  has  no  power 
**  but  from  the  law  :  that  only  is  to  be  taken  for  law, 
'^  quod  re6le  fuerit  definitum  :'*  he  is  therefore  to  caufc 
juftice  to  be  done  according  to  that  rule,  and  not  to  per- 
vert it  for  his  own  pleafure,  profit,  or  glory.  He  may 
choofe  judges  alfo,  not  fuch  as  will  be  fubfervient  to  hit 
will,  but  **  viros  fapientes,  timentes  Deum,  in  quibus  eft 
*<  Veritas  eloquiorum,  &  qui  oderunt  avaritiam  t.*'  Which 
proves  that  kings,  and  their  ofBccrs,  do  not  poflefs  their 

♦  PoliL  I.  i.  +  Br«a.  1.  iiu  c.  IQ. 
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places  for  thefnfclvcs,  but  for  the  people*  and  muft  be 
fuch  as  are  fit  and  able  to  perform  the  duties  they  under- 
take*      The   mifchicvous  fury  of  thofe  who  afTume  a. 
power  above  their  abilities,  fs  well  reprcfented  by  the 
known  fable  of  Phaeton  ;    they  think  they  define  fine 
things  for  themfclves,  when  they  feek  their  own  ruin. 
In  confttrmity  to  this,  the  fame  Bradon  fays,  that  "  •  If 
*'  any  man  who  is  unflcilful,  affame  the  feat  of  juftice, 
**  he  falls  as  fnjm  a  precipice,  &c.  and  it  is  the  fame 
*'  thing,  as  if  a  fword  be  put  into  the  hand  of  a  mad- 
"  man  ^"  which  cannot  but  affcifl  the  king,  as  well  as 
thofe  who  are  chofen  by  him.     If  he  negled  the  func- 
tions of  his  office,  "he  does  unjuftly,  and  becomes  the 
•^  vicegerent  of  the  devil ;  for  he  is  the  minil^cr  of  him 
•*  whofe  works  he  does."     This  is  Bra(5^on*s  opinion  : 
but  defiring  to  be  a  more  gentle  interpreter  of  the  law,  I 
only  wifli,  that  princes  would  confidcr  the  end  of  their 
inftitution  ;  endeavour  to  perform  it ;  mcafure  their  own 
abilities;  contt^nt  themfelves  with  that  power  which  the 
laws  allow  ;  and  abhor  thofe  wretches,  who,  by  flattery 
and  lies,  endeavour  to  work  upon  the  fraileft  pafllons,  by 
which  means  they  draw  upon   them  that  hatred  of  the 
people,  which  frequently  brings  them  to  deftrudion. 

Though  Uipian's  words,  **  Princeps  legibus  non  tene- 
^*  tur,"  be  granted  to  have  been  true  in  fad,  with  rela- 
tion to  the  Roman  empire,  in  the  time  wlien  he  lived  ; 
yet  they  can  conclude  nothing  againft  us.      The  liberty 

•  SI  qui|  minus  fapirns  &  indoftus  frd^-m  judlrandi  &  hon:ftaiem  ju- 
^icandi  fibi  pra^rumf-rii,  '•x  alio  coiruit,  &.C.  Sc  periudc  crit  ac  ii  gladiuin 
]»oaeret  in  nunu  fureotis.     Ibid. 
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of  Rome  had  been  overthrown  long  before,  by  the  power 
of  the  fword,  and  the  law  rendered  fubfcrvient  to  the  will 
of  the  ufurpersf  They  were  not  Englifhmen,  but  Ro- 
mans, who  loft  the  battles  of  Pharfalia  and  Philip[M  :  the 
carc^fcs  of  their  fenitors,  not  ours,  were  expofed  to  the 
wolves  and  vultures  :  Pompeius,  Scipio,  Lentulus,  Afra-  ' 
nius,  Petreius,  Cato,  CafliuS,  and  Brutus,  were  defenders 
of  the  Roman,  not  the-Engli(h  liberty  ;  and  that  of  their 
country,  not  ours,  could  only  be  loft  by  their  defi^at. 
Thofe  who  were  dtftn)yed  by  the  profcriptions,  left 
Rome,  nor  England,  to  be  enilavcd.  If  the  beft  had 
gained  the  vid^ory,  it  could  liave  been  no  advantage  Xq 
43S,  and  their  overtlinnv  cnn  be  no  prejudice.  Every  na- 
tion is  to^  take  care  of  their  own  laws  ;  and  whether  atiy 
one  has  had  the  wifdom,  virtue,  fortune,  and  power,  t0 
defend  them  or  not,  concerns  only  themfclvcs.  The  ex- 
amples of  great  and  good  men,  adding  freely,  defcrve  con- 
fidcration  ;  hut  they  only  pcriih  by  the  ill  fucccfs  of  their 
defigns  ;  and  whatfoever  is  afterU'ards  done  by  their  fub- 
dued  pofterity,  ought  to  have  ncT  other  cffecS  upon  the 
reft  of  the  world,  than  to  admonifti  them  fo  to  join  in 
the  defence  of  their  liberties,  as  never  to  be  brought  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  a<S^ing  by  the  command  of  one,  to  the 
prejudice  of  them felves,  and  their  countr)^  If  the  Ro- 
man greatnefs  perfuade  us  to  put  an  extraordinary  value 
upon  what  pafi'ed  among  them,  we  ought  rather  to  ex- 
amine what  they  did,  faid,  or  thought,  when  they  enjoy- 
ed that  liberty,  which  was  the  mother  and  nurfe  of  their 
virtue,  than  what  they  fuffered,  or  were  forced  to  fay, 
"When  they  were  fallen  under  that  (hvtt^  YjWLOa.  ^\^>3iRt.4. 
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»n  mtnntf  of  corruption,  and  made  them  the  rooft  bafc 
•nd  mifcrablc  people  of  the  world,  fl 

For  what  conc*!rns  us*  the  actions  of  our  anceftori  re-  " 
fcmblc  thofc  of  the  ancient  rather  than  the  later  Romans: 
tliough  our  govcminent  be  not  the  fame  with  theirs  in  M 
form  I  yd  it  Is  in  principle  ;  and  if  wc  arc  not  drgeni^rat- 
ed,  wc  fhall  rather  dcfirc  to  imitate  the  Romans  in  the 
time  of  their  \  irttie,  glory^  and  felicity,  than  wh.it  they 
were,  in  thii  of  rfidr  flavery,  viee,  fhamc,  and  miferj'i 
liTlhe  bcrt  timcs^  when  '*  the  laws  were  more  powerful 
'*  t1i:in  thr  commands  of  men,"  fraitd  was  pccoiinrcd  a 
crime  fo  (ictcfiable  as  not  to  be  imputed  to  any  but  flavcs  ; 
and  he  who  \v<n\  fought  a  power  above  the  law  under  co- 
lour of  inicrpretlii}^  it,  would  have  been  expofej  to  fcorn 
or  fircntor  ])uniflimctits,  if  any  can  be  greater  than  the 
juft  fcorn,  of  the  bci>  men.  And  as  ncitlier  the  Romans, 
nor  any  people  of  the  world,  have  1  cftcr  defended  rhcir 
liberties  thnn  the  EngliHi  nation,  svhen  any  attempt  has 
been  made  to  opprcfs  tluin  by  force,  they  ought  to  be  no 
Icfs  careful  to  prcfcrve  them  from  the  more  dangerous  ef- 
forts of  fraud  and  falfliood. 

Our  anccftors  were  certainly  in  a  low  condition  in  the 
time  of  William  the  Firft  ;  many  of  their  beft  men  had 
perilhcd  in  the  civil  wars,  or  with  Harold  :  their  valour 
was  great,  but  rough,  and  void  of  flvill :  the  Normans  by 
frequent  cxpcditionj?  into  France,  Italy,  and  Spain,  had 
added  fubtilty  to  the  boillcrous  violence  of  their  native 
climate:  William  had  engaged  his  faith,  but  broke  it, 
and  turned  the  power  with  which  he  was  intruded  to  the 
ruin  of  thofc  Uiat  had  trufted  him.     He  dcftroyed  m<my 

worthy 
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-worthy  men,  carried  others  into  Normandy,  and  thought 
himfelf  mafter  of  all.  He  was  crafty,  bold,  and  elated 
with  vi<9ory  ;  but  the  refolution  of  a  brave  people  was 
invincible.  When  their  law§  and  liberties  were  in  dan- 
ger, they  refolved  to  die,  or  to  defend  them  ;  and  made 
him  fee  he  could  no  orhcrwifc  prefervc  his  crown  and 
Jife,  than  by  the  performance  of  his  oath,  and  accom- 
plilhing  the  ends  of  his  ele<flion.  They  neither  took 
him  to  be  the  giver  or  interpreter  of  their  laws,  and 
would  not  fuffcr  him  to  violate  thofc  of  their  anceftors. 
In  this  way  they  always  continued  ^  and  though  perhaps 
they  might  want  (kill  to  fall  upon  the  fureft  and  eafieft 
fneans  of  rcilraining  the  luAs  of  princes,  yet  they  main- 
tained their  rights  lb  veil,  that  the  wifeft  princes  fcldom 
invaded  them ;  and  the  fuccefs  of  thofe  who  were  fo 
foolifli  to  attempt  it  was  fuch,  as  may  juftly  deter  others 
from  following  their  unprofperous  examples.  We  have 
had  no  king  fmce  William  the  Firft  more  hardy  than 
Henry  the  Vlllth,  and  yet  he  fo  intireiy  acknowledged 
the  power  of  making,  changing,  and  repealing  laws,  to 
be  in  the  parliament,  as  never  to  attempt  any  extraordi- 
nary thing  other  wife  than  by  their  authority.  It  was 
not  he,  but  the  parliament,  that  diffolved  the  abbies :  he 
did  not  take  their  lands  to  himfelf,  but  received  what  the 
parliament  thought  fit  to  give  him  :  he  did  not  rejeft  the 
fuprcmacy  of  the  popcj  nor  nlTume  any  other  power  ia 
fpiritual  matters  than  the  parliament  conferred  upon 
him.  The  intricacie.4  of  his  marriagis,  and  the  legiti- 
mation of  his  children,  were  icttled  by  the  fame  power: 
at  leail  one  of  his  daughters  could  not  inherit  the  crown 
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upon  any  etiicr  title  ;  they  who  gave  hiiB  a  power  to  difc 
|H>rc  of  the  crown  by  will  might  have  givtn  it  to  him 
groom  \  and  he  'w^s  too  haughty  to  aflc  it  frocn  them,  if 
lie  hid  It  in  himfelf ;  which  he  mu^  have  had^  if  the 
laws  and  judicatures  had  been  m  his  hand* 

Tiiis  is  farther  evidenced  by  wh  t  ^Red  in  the  Tower 
between  Sir  Thomas  More,  and  Rich,  the  king's  folicitor; 
who  afklng,  if  n  wuuld  not  be  trcaron  to  oppofc  Richard 
Rich,  if  the  parllairenr  Hiuuld  make  him  king.  More 
laid  that  was  **  cafus  kvls*^"  for  tJic  parliami:nt  could 
make  and  depofe  kings  as  they  thought  fit  ^  and  then  (as 
more  conducing  to  his  own  cafe)  afked  Rich,  il  the  par- 
liament ihould  cnad,  "  that  God  (hould  not  be  God," 
whether  furh  as  did  not  fubmit  (hould  be  efteemed 
traitors?  It  is  evident,  that  a  man  of  the  acutenefs  and 
learning  of  Sir  Thomas  More  would  not  have  made  ufc 
of  fuch  an  argument  to  avoid  the  necelTity  of  obeying 
what  the  parliament  had  ordained,  by  flicwing  his  cafe  to 
be  of  a  nature  far  above  the  power  of  man,  unlefs  it  had 
been  confelTcd  by  all  men,  that  the  parliament  could  do 
whatfocver  lay  within  the  reach  of  human  power.  This 
may  be  enough  to  prove,  that  the  king  cannot  have  a 
power  over  the  law  ;  and,  if  he  has  it  not,  the  power  of 
interpreting  laws  is  abfurdly  attributed  to  him,  fincc  it  is 
founded  upon  a  fuppofition  that  he  can  make  them, 
which  is  falfe. 

•  Hcrhcn's  Hcnrv  VIII. 
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.«  E  C  T.     XXVII. 

Magna  charta  was  not  the  original^  but  a  declarati9n,  of 
the  Englijb  liberties.  Tbe  king's  power  is  not  re- 
firainedy  but  created^  by  that  and  other  laws ;  and  the 
nation  that  made  them  can  only  correSf  the  defeats  of 
thenu 

I  AGREE  with  our  author,  that  <<  magna  charta  was 
•^  not  made  to  rcftrain  the  abfolute  authority ;"  for  no 
fuch  thing  was  in  being  or  pretended  (the  folly  of  fuch 
vifions  fecming  to  have  been  referved  to  complete  the 
misfortunes  and  ignominy  of  our  age) ;  but  it  was  to  af- 
fert  the  native  and  original  liberties  of  our  nation  by  the 
confeffion  of  the  king  then  being,  tliat  neither  he  nor 
his  fucceffors  fhould  any  way  encroach  upon  them  :  and, 
it  cannot  be  faid  that  the  power  of  kings  is  diminifhed  hj 
that  or  any  oiVtr  law ;  for  as  they  are  kings  only  by  law, 
the  law  may  confer  power  upon  one  in  particular,  or 
upon  him  and  his  fucceffors  ;  but  can  take  nothing  from 
them,  becaufe  they  have  nothing  except  what  is  given 
to  them.  But  as  that  which  the  law  gives,  is  given  by 
thofe  who  make  the  law,  they  only  arc  capable  of  judg- 
ing whether  he  to  whom  they  give  it,  do  well  or  ill  cm- 
ploy  that  power,  and  confequently  are  only  fit  to  corrcdl 
the  defeats  that  may  be  found  in  it.  Therefore,  though  I 
ihould  confefs,  that  faults  may  be  found  in  many  flatutes, 
and  that  the  whole  body  of  them  is  greatly  defcdtivc, 
it  will  not  follow,  that  the  compendious  way  of  referring 
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all  to  the  will  of  the  king  fhould  be  taken*  But  whS" 
defc€ts  focvcr  may  be  in  our  l^w^  the  difetfc  h  not  fo 
great  to  require  eictrcnie  Tcmcdits,  and  we  may  hope  for 
a  cheaper  cure.  Our  law  may  poffiWv  have  given  away 
too  much  from  the  pe^Tpk,  and  provided  only  inArfficicnt 
defences  of  our  liberties  againft  the  encroaehmcnts  of  bad 
princes  \  bat  none  who  arc  not  in  judgment  and  hotscftj 
like  to  our  author^  can  propofe  for  a  remedy  to  the  evili 
that  proceed  from  the  error  of  giving  too  much,  the  rc- 
flgnation  of  all  the  reft  to  them.  Whatever  he  fays,  it 
is  evident,  that  he  knowt  this  to  be  true,  when^  though 
he  denies,  that  the  power  of  kings  can  be  reftrained  by 
2i6\s  of  parliament,  he  endeavours  to  take  advantage  of 
fuch  claufes  as  were  either  fraudulently  infcrted  by  the 
king's  officers,  who  till  the  days  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  for 
the  moft  part,  had  the  penning  of  the  public  a<Ss,  or 
through  negligence  did  not  fully  explain  the  intentioos 
of  the  legiflators  ;  which  wouW  be  to  no  purpofe,  if  all 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  king  by  a  general  law 
from  God,  that  no  human  power  could  diminiih  or  en- 
large ;  and  as  his  laft  (liift  would  obliquely  put  all  into 
the  power  of  the  king,  by  giving  him  a  right  of  interpret- 
ing the  law,  and  Judging  fuch  cafes  as  are  not  clearly  de- 
cided ;  which  would  be  equally  impertinent,  if  he  had 
openly  and  plainly  a  right  of  determining  all  things  ac- 
cording to  his  will. 

Rut  what  defeds  foever  may  be  in  any  ftatutcs,  no 
great  inconveniences  could  probably  enfue,  if  tliat'  for 
annual  parliaments  was  obferved,  as  of  right  it  ought  to 
be.     Nothing  is  more  unlikely,  than  that  a  great  ali'embly 
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of  eminent  and  chofen  men  fhould  make  a  law  evidentljr 
deftruflivc  to  iheir  own  defigns;  and  no'mifchief,  tliat 
might  emerge  upon  the  difcovery  of  a  miilake,  could  be 
fo  extreme,  that  the  cure  might  not  be  deferred  till  tho 
meeting  of  the  parliament,  or  at  lead  forty  days  (in  which 
time  the  king  may  call  one),  if  that  which  the  law  has 
fixed  feem  to  be  too  long.  If  he  fail  of  this,  he  per- 
forms not  his  truA  ;  and  he  that  would  reward  fuch  a 
breach  of  it,  with  a  vaft  and  uncontroulable  power,  maj 
be  judly  thought  equal  in  madnefs  to  our  author,  who,  bf 
forbidding  us  to  examine  the  titles  of  kings,  and  injoin« 
ing  an  entire  veneration  of  the  power,  by  what  means  fo- 
cver  obtained,  encourages  the  worft  of  men  to  murder  the 
beft  of  princes,  with  an  affurance,  that,  if  they  profpcr, 
they  (hall  enjoy  all  the  honours  and  advantages  that  this 
^orld  can  afford. 

Princes  are  not  much  more  beholden  to  him  for  the 
haughty  language  he  puts  into  their  mouths,  it  having  been 
obfcrved,  that  the  worft  are  always  moft  ready  to  ufe  it ; 
and  their  extravagances  having  been  often  chaftifed  by 
law,  fufBcicntly  proves,  that  their  power  is  not  derived 
from  a  higher  original,  than  the  law  of  their  own  coun- 
tries. 

.  If  it  were  true,  that  the  anCwer  fometime^  given  by 
kings  to  bills  prefcntcd  for  their  allent,  did,  as  our  au- 
thor fays,  amount  to  a  denial,  it  could  only  (hew,  that 
they  have  a  negative  voice  upon  that  which  is  agreed  by 
the  parliament,  and  is  far  from  a  power  of  a^ing  by  them- 
felves,  being  only  a  check  upon  the  other  parts  of  the 
government.    But  indeed  it  is  more  than  ancluiion  ;  and 

he 
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he  that  dac?;  Tiy  art  fjblic|tic!y  elufJc,  ronfcflc^  he  h^f;  iinf 
a  righr  abfoiatcly  to  refufc.  It  h  niMi J  to  king^,  rfpc- 
clMj  to  the  warft,  to  fct jc  up  their  luihortry  t»i  the 
height ;  and  nothing  can  more  evidently  prove  the  defe<2l 
of  it,  than  the  ncccCTinr  cif  having  rccoLirfc  to  fuch  piti- 
ful evafion^,  when  the?  are  unwiUii^g  ro  do  that  which  U 
required*  But  if  I  fhould  gram,  th^c  the  words  inr>patt  a 
dcT^'al,  and  that  (notwuhftandTng  rhufc  of  (be  coronation 
oath,  ^*  qaas  vulgusclegerit^'J  thc?^  might  deny  ;  no  more 
could  be  inferred  from  thence,  that  they  arc  cntniftcd 
with  a  power  equal,  in  that  point,  to  that  of  either  houfc, 
and  cannot  be  fuprcme  rn  our  aurhor*^  fenfe,  unlefs  thero 
were  in  the  fame  ftate  at  the  fame  time  three  diftindt  fu- 
premc  and  abfolutc  powers  ;  which  is  abfurd. 

His  cafes,  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the  ftar-cham- 
ber  and  council-table,  do  only  prove,  that  fume  kings 
have  encroached  upon  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  been 
fuffcred  till  their  cxccfles  growing  to  be  extreme,  they 
ttirned  to  the  ruin  of  the  miniOers  that  advifed  them,  and 
fometimes  of  the  kings  themfelves.  But  the  jurifdiction 
of  the  council  having  bcca  regulated  by  the  ftatute  of 
the  1 7  Car.  I .  and  the  ftar-chambcr  more  lately  abolifhed, 
they  arc  nothing  to  our  difpute. 

Such  as  our  author  ufiitily  impute  to  treafon  and  rebel- 
lion the  changes  that  upon  fiich  occafions  have  enfued  ; 
but  all  impartial  men  do  not  only  juAify  them,  but  ac- 
knowledge, that  all  the  crowns  of  Europe  arc  at  this  day 
enjoyed  by  no  other  title  than  fuch  adts  folcmnly  per- 
formed by  the  refpccSivc  nations,  who,  eithf  r  difliking  the 
pcrfon  that  pretended  tp  the  crowfi  (though  next  in  blood}, 
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bfrfha  government  of  the  prcfcnt  tmiTeflbr,  have  thought 
fit  to  prefer  another  perfon  or  family.    They  alfo  fay» 
that  as  no  government  can  be  fo  perfed  but  fomc  defeiSt 
may  be  originally  in  it,  or  afterwards  introduced,  none  can 
fubfift,  unlefs  they  be  from  time  to  time  reduced  to  their 
firft  integrity,  by  fuch  an  exertion  of  the  power  of  thofc 
for  whofe  fUke  they  were  inftituted,  as  may  plainly  (hew 
them  to  be  fubje6t  to  ho  power  under  heaven,  but  may 
do  whatever  appears  to  be  foi*  their  own  good.    And  in 
the  fafety  of  all  nltittlis  conMs  in  rightly  placing  and 
meafuring  this  power,  fuch  have  been  foiind  always  to 
profper,  who  have  given  it  to  thofe  from  Whom  ufurpa* 
tibns  were  leaft  to  be  feated  ;  who  have  been  leaft  fubjed 
to  ht  aw((d,  cheated,  or  corrupted  ;  and  whdj  having  the 
greateft  idtereft  in  the  nation,  were  mod  concerned  to  pre* 
ferve  its  power,  liberty^  and  welfiuei    This  is  the  grealeft 
tfuft  that  can  be  repofed  in  men.    This  power  was  by 
the  Spartans  given  to  the  ephori^  and  the  fenatcof  twen^* 
eight ;  in  Venice  to  that  which  they  call  *'  cdncllio  de 
«  pregadi ;"    in  Germany,  Spain;  France,  Swedeland, 
Denmark,  Poland,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Scotland,  En- 
gland, and  generally  all  the  nations  that  have  lived  under 
the  Gothic  polity,  it  has  been  in  their  general  aiTemblies^ 
under  the  names  of  diets,  cortex,  parliaments;  fenates,  and 
the  like.     But  in  what  hands  foever  it  is,-  the  power  of 
tnaking;  abrogating,  changing^  correcting,  and  interpret* 
ing  laws,  has  been  in  the  fame;  kings  have  been  rejedked 
or  dcpofed  ;  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  fettled,  regulated, 
or  changed :  and  I  defy  any  man  to  (hew  me  one  klo^ 
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afDongil  all  the  aatiom  above-mentioned,  that  has  any 

right  to  the  crown  he  weafs,  unlcfs  fuch  a^s  are  good. 

If  this  powcy  be  n<jt  frcll  pliced,  or  rightly  propor- 
tioned to  that  vrhicti  is  gircn  to  other  maginrates,  t)ic 
Aate  muA  ncceiTarily  fall  into  great  difordcrs,  or  the  moft 
violent  and  dangerous  means  muft  be  frequently  ufed  to 
prefer \'^  their  liberty,  Sparta  and  Venice  have  rarrlf 
b«en  put  to  diat  trouble,  beeatife  the  fenates  were  fo 
much  above  the  kin^  and  dukes  in  power,  that  they 
cnuld  without  diffieulty  bring  them  to  reafon.  The 
Gothic  kings  in  Spain  never  ventured  to  difpute  with  tlie 
nobility ;  and  Witza  and  Rodrigo  cxpofed  the  kingdom 
as  a:  pvey  to  the  Moorsi  rather  by  weakening  U  throuf^ 
the  negleft  of  nititary  difcipliffiey  joined  to  their  own  ig- 
norance and  cowardice,  and  by  evil  example  bringifig 
the  youth  to  refemble  them  inr  Icwdnefs  and  bafcaefs, 
than  by  eftablifliing  in  themfelvcs  a  power  abova  the  law> 
But  ill  England  our  anceilors,  who  feem  to  have  had 
finm  fach  thing  in  their  eye^  as  balancing  Ihe  powers,  by 
a  iiitai  oniftake  placed  ufually  fo  much  in  the  hands  of 
th«  kingy  rtiat  whenfoever  he  happened  to  be  bad,  his 
extravagances  could  not  be  reprcfled  without  great  dan- 
ger. And  as  this  havS  in  feveral  ages  coft  the  natioi^  9 
vaft  proportion  of  generous  blood,  fo  it  is  th«  caufe  o( 
otir  prefent  difikulties,  and  threatens  us  with  more,  but 
can  never  deprive  us  of  the  rights  we  inherit  from  our 
fathers. 
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ni  EngUfi  naiion  has  always  hen  governed  ij  itfelfi  hlh 

its  riprefeniatives. 

HAVING  proved,  that  the  people  of  England  hav» 
never  tckjlowledged  any  other  human  law  than  their 
own,  and  that  our  parliaments  having  the  power  of 
iftiaking  and  abrogating  laws,  they  only  can  interpret 
them,  and  decide  hard  cafes,  it  plainly  appears  there  can 
be  no  truth  in  our  author's  afiertion,  that  *<  the  king  is 
*<  the  author,  corrector  and  moderator  of  both  ftatute 
'<  and  common  law:"  and  nothing  can  be  nK>re  frivoloos 
than  what  he  adds^  that  **  neitheir  of  them  can  be  a  dl- 
<<  mlnntJon  of  thai  hitural  powtr  Which  kings  h^ve  over 
^<  their  people  as  fathers ;"  inafitiuch  as  the  differences 
between  paternal  and  monachical  power  (as  he  aflerts  itj 
are  vaft  and  iirreconcileable  in  principle  and  pra£licej  as 
I  have  proved  at  large  in  the  former  pan  of  this  work. 

But  left  we  (hould  be  too  proud  of  the  honour  he  is 
pleafed  to  do  to  our  parliaments  by  making  ufe  of  their 
authority,  he  fays,  "  We  are  firft  to  remember,  tfiat  tUI 
<<  the  cohqueft"  (which  name,  for  the  glory  of  our  mition^ 
he  giv^  to  the  coming  in  of  the  Normans)  <<  there  coiM 
^'  be  no  parliament  aflcmbled  of  the  general  ftates,  be« 
**  caufe  we  cannot  learn,  that  until  thofe  days  it  was  in« 
"  tirely  muted  in  one."  Secondly,  he  doubts^  *•  WVv^^ 
•<  thcr  the  parliamenfi  in  the  timt  ct  Oi«t  ^mu»»^  ^'^ 
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*  *  compofcd  of  the  nobil  ity  and  clergy ,  or  whether  the  cofn^ 
"  mons  were  alfo  called;"  but  concludes,  *' there  could 
*'  be  no  knights  of  any  fliircs,  becaufc  there  were  no 
"  (hires/'  Thirdly,  "  That  Hcniy  the  Firft  caufcd 
*•  the  commons  fir  Li  taaffcmblc  knights  and  bui^ffcs  of 
*•  their  own  chufing  ;*'  and  would  make  this  to  be  an  mfl 
of  grace  and  favour  from  that  king:  but  adds,  diat  '*  it 
"  had  been  more  for  the  honour  of  parliiimcnta,  if  a 
•*  khig  trhofe  fifle  to  the  cro^tt  hiid  teen  bclttr,  hud 
••  been  the  author  of  ilic  form  of  it/* 

In  anfwcf  to  the  firft,  I  do  not  think  myfetf  obltgcrf  to 
infift  upon  the  name  or  form  of  the  parliament ;  for  the 
authority  of  a  magiftracy  proceeds  not  from  the  number 
of  years  that  it  has  continued^  but  the  reftitudc  of  the 
infthution,  and  the  authority  ofthofe  that  inftitutcd  it. 
Tiic  power  of  Saul,  David,  and  Jeroboam,  was  the  fame 
with  that  which  belonged  to  the  laft  kings  of  Ifrae! 
and  Judah.  The  authority  of  the  Roman  confuls,  dic- 
tatorsy  praetors,  and  tribunes,  was  the  fame  as  foon  as  it 
livas  cftabliflied  ;  was  as  legal  and  juft  as  that  of  the  kings 
of  JDenmark,  which  is  faid  to  have  continuefl  above  thrca 
Ihoufand  years.  For  as  time  can  make  nothing  lawful 
pr  ju(^,  that  is  not  fo  of  itfclf  (though  men  are  ui^willing 
fo  change  that  which  has  plcafed  their  anceftors,  unleli 
t  icy^difrover  great  inconveniences  in  it),  that  which  a  pco-* 
|)le  docs  rightly  crtablilh  for  their  own  good,  is  of  as  much 
force  the  Hrft  day,  as  continuance  can  ever  give  to  it: 
;uid  therefore  in  matters  of  the  greateft  importance,  wife 
;ind  good  men  do  not  fo  much  inquire  what  has  been,  as 
what  is  good^  -and  ought  to  be  ^  for  that  which  of  itfelf  is 
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evil,  t)y  continuance  is  made  worfe,  and,  iipon  thefkrftop- 
portunity,  is  juftly  to  be  abollflied.  But  if  that  liberty  in 
which  God  created  man,  can  receive  any  ftrcngth  from  coi»- 
tinuance,  and  the  rights  of  Engliflimcn  can  be  rendered 
more  unqucftionahlc  by  prefcription,  I  fay,  that  the  nations, 
whofe  rights  we  inherit,  have  ever  enjoyed  the  liberties  we 
claim,  and  always  exerciibd  them  in  governing  thcmfelves 
popularly,  or  by  fuch  reprefenta lives  as  have  been  inAi- 
tuted  by  themfeiv^s,  from  the  timp  they  were  ifirft  knowd 
in  the  world. 

The  Britons  and  Saxons  lay  fo  long  hid  in  the  obiciirity 
that  accompanies  barbarifm,  that  k  is  in  vain  to  feck 
what  was  done  by  either  in  any  writers  more  ancient  than 
Caefar  and  Tacitus,  The  firft  defcribes  the  Britons  to 
have  been  a  fierce  people,  zealous  for  liberty,  and  fo 
obftifiately  valiant  in  the  defence  of  ir,  that  though  they 
wanted  ikill,  and  Wiere  overpoweiEed  by  the  Rennms^ 
their  country  could  no  atherwifc  be  fubdued,  than  Ay^the 
(laughter  of  all  the  ^inhabitants  that  were  able  to  bear 
arms.  He  calls  them  a  ircc  people,  inafmuch'^s  they  mcxt 
not  like  the  Giiils,  gover.ned  by  laws  made  by  the  greit 
men,  but  by  the  pe- pie.  In  his  time  theychoCeCaffi- 
vellaunus,  and  afterwards  CaraiSacus,  Arviragus^  Gal« 
gacus,  and  others,  to  commaiKl  them  in  their  iwiud^ 
but  fhry  retained  the  government  in  themfelves*  That 
no  force  might  be  put  upon  them,  they  met  arimed  in 
their  general  alfemblies ;  and  though  the  fmaller  matten 
were  left  to  the  determination  of  the  chief  men,  chofen 
by  themfelves  for  that  purpofe,  they  referved  the  moft 
important  (amongil  ^hich  the  chuling  of  thofe  men  was 
F  f  3  one'^ 
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one)  to  fhemfeh'cs.  When  the  Ronians  had  brought 
them  low,  *  thry  fer  up  certain  kings  ro  govern  fuch  21 
were  within  ehcir  tcmtonis:  but  thofc  who  defcndol 
thcmfch-cs  by  the  natural  (Ircngtb  of  their  fituationj  or 
retired  into  the  Norths  or  the  iQaiids^  were  iliU  governed 
by  tlicir  own  cuftoms,  and  were  never  acquainted  with 
domefltcor  foreign  flaveTV-  The  Sai^oni^  from  whom 
we  chiefly  denvc  our  original  and  manners,  were  no  left 
lovcr$  of  liberty,  and  better  underitood  the  ways  of 
defending  it-  They  were  certainly  the  moft  pofrerful 
tnd  valiant  people  of  Germany;  and  what  the  Gcnnana 
performed  under  Ariovii^qsy  Arminius,  and  Marobo- 
duufiy  fhewf  both  their  force  and  their  temper.  If  ever 
fear  mtercd  into  the  heart  of  Caefar,  it  feem^  to  ha\c 
becb  when  he  had  to  deal  with  Arioviftus.  The  advan* 
^ag|Bs>that  the  brave  Germanicus  obtained  againft  Armi* 
,  IMDS,  were  at  }ea{l  thought  equal  to  the  greatefl  vidories 
that  had  been  gained  by  any  Roman  captain,  becaufe 
thde  nations  fought  not  for  riches,  or  any  indruments  of 
luxury  and  pleafure,  which  they  defpifed,  but  for  liberty. 
ThU  was  dip  principle  in  which  they  lived,  as  appears 
bfi  ibeiv  words  and  adHons ;  fo  that  Arminius,  when  his 
bsother  Flavius,  who  ibrvcd  the  Romans,  boafted  of  the 
Inatiare  of  his  pay,  and  the  marks  of  honour  he  had  re- 
ocavfed,  in  fcom  called  them  the  "  t  rewards  of  the  vileft 
f^.  fervttncb;"  but  w^hen  he  himfelf  endeavoured  to  ufurp 
«  power  over  the  liberty  of  his  cpuntry,  which  he  had  (b 

♦  'Inlet  inftramcnU  fcrvlcutis  regw  habuere.     C.  Tacit.  Agric.  vit.  c  a^ 
"   t  VUjjt^iiemuiprcmM.     Tacit,  aon.  L  ii.  9. 
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(nnvely  defended,  he  was  killed  by  thoTe  he  would  have 
'OpprelTed.  Tacitus,  farther  defcribing  the  nature  of  the 
Germans,  (hews  that  the  Romans  had  run  greater  ha- 
zards from  them  than  from  the  Samnites,  Carthaginians, 
and  ^arAians ;  and  attributes  their  bravery  to  the  * 
liberty  they  enjoyed ;  for  they  arc,  fays  he,  neither  t 
exhaufled  by  tributes,  nor  vexed  by  publicans :  and  left 
this  liberty  (hould  be  violated,  *«  %  the  chief  men  con- 
^  fult  about  things  of  leifer  moment ;  but  the  moft  im- 
'"  portant  matters  are  dctennincd  by  all."  Whoever 
would  know  the  opinion  of  that  wife  author  concerning 
the  German  liberty,  may  read  his  excellent  treatife  con- 
cerning their  manners  and  cuftoms  ;  but  I  prefume  this 
may  be  enough  to  prove,  that  they  lived  free  under  fuch 
tnagiftrates  as  they  chofc,  regulated  fay  fueh  laws  as  they 
made,  and  retained  the  principal  powers  of  die  govenir 
ment  io  their  general  or  jiarticular  councils.  Their 
kings  and  princes  had  no  other  power  than  was  conferred 
upon  them  by  thefe  §  aflemhlies,  who,  having  all  in 
themfelvcs,  could  receive  nothing  firom  them,  who  had 
nothmgtogive. 
It  is  as  eafily  proved^  tjiat  the  Saxons  or  Angli,  from 

*  Qiiippc  gravior  eft  Artels  regno  Germanorum  libextas.  Tac.  mm. 
Germ.  c.  37. 

-f  Kxempti  onenbu  8e  coIlQtionibus,  Sc  tantam  in  ufum  pradiorom  fc- 
..pofiti,  vdut  tel»  6c  d^fvoM.  bellis  rcic/vtntur. 

X  De  minoribui  pcinci|»es  confulunt,  de  ipajeribiu  orancs.  C.  Tacit  de 
iDor.  Germ. 

^  Ut  turbae  placoit,  confidunt  mxthati :  -  fiieittiaai  per  iaccrdoif^,  quibus 
turn  cocrcendi  jqs  eft,  imperatur.  Mox  rex  vcl  princeps,  prout  aeUs 
cuiqae,  pro'ut  nobtlitas,  prout  drccs  b<>Iloruin,  pitmt  iaeimdit  eft,  atidiui)- 
(ur,  autoritatc  fuadendi,  magis  quam  jubcndi  potefbtt.  Si  dif'plicuit  feiv- 
teng'a,  fremitu  afpcrnantur;  fi  placuit,  fraincas  condutiiiiit,  &c.     Ybib. 
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whom  we  dcfcendt  were  eminent  among  thofc,  wliofr 
power,  virtue,  and  love  to  liberty,  tiie  above- mcntk^Kd 
biflofian  fo  highly  cxiuk,  inafmtjch  as^  btiidcs  what  he 
fays  in  general  of  the  Smxofis,  he  names  the  Angli ;  dc- 
fcribcs  thdr  habitauon  near  the  Elbe,  and  iheir  rdigiou^ 
worflilpoi  the  goddcfi  Erthum,  or  the  Earth,  cekbraied 
in  an  iiland  lying  in  the  mouch  of  that  river,  thought  to 
be  flfvligland:  in  rcfcmblancc  of  which  a  fmaU  one 
lying  ovcr-againft  Berwick,  h  called  Holy  Iflaod.  If 
they  were  free  in  their  own  country,  they  muft  be  fo 
when  they  came  hitlicr.  The  manner  of  their  crnning 
Ihcws  they  were  more  liKcly  to  impofe,  than  fubmit  to 
flavery  ;  and  if  they  had  not  the  name  of  parliament,  it 
was  bccaufe  they  did  not  fpeak  French ;  or,  not  being 
yet  joined  with  the  Nornuns,  they  had  not  thought  fit 
to  put  tlieir  affairs  into  that  mcthoj :  but,  having  the 
root  of  power  and  liberty  in  themfelves,  tliey  could  not 
but  have  a  right  of  eftablifhing  the  one  in  fuch  form  as 
bcft  pleafed  them,  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  other. 

This  being,  as  I  fuppofc,  undeniable,  it  imporU  not 
whether  the  affemblies,  in  which  the  fuprcme  power  of 
each  nation  did  refide,  were  fr^que^t  or  rare  ;  compofed 
of  many  or  few  perfons  ;  fitting  all  together  in  one  place, 
or  in  more ;  what  name  they  had ;  or  whether  every 
free  man  did  meet  and  vote  in  his  own  perfpn,  or  a  few 
were  delegated  by  many.  For  they  who  have  a  right  in- 
herent in  themfelvcs,  may  refign  it  to  others  ;  and  they 
who  can  give  a  power  to  otliers,  may  excrcife  it  them- 
felvcs, unlefs  they  recede  from  it  by  their  own  aft  ;  for 
Jt  is  only  a  m^ttpr  of  conveulctvce,  of  which  they  alone 
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^an  be  the  judges^  bccaufe  it  is  for  themfclves  onlji  that 
they  judge.  If  this  were  not  fo,  it  would  be  very  preju- 
dicial to  kings:  for  it  is  certain,  that  CaflivellaunuSy 
CaradhicuSy  Arvimgus,  Galgacus,  Hengift,  Horfa,  and 
others  amongft  the  Britons  and  Saxons,  what  name  fa- 
ever  may  have  been  abufively  given  to  them,  were  only 
temporary  magiftrates  chofen  upon  occafioii  of  prefent 
wars ;  but  Wjs  know  of  no  time  in  which  the  Britons  had 
not  thcif  great  council  to  determine  their  mod  important 
af&irs :  and  the  Saxons  in  their  own  country  had  their 
councils,  whore  all  were  prefent,  and  in  which  Tacitus 
afiures  us  they  difpatchcd  their  grcatcft  bufinefs,  Thefc 
were  the  fame  with  the  micklegcmots  which  they  after* 
wards  held  here,  and  might  have  been  called  by  the  fam^ 
name,  if  Tacitus  had  fpoken  Dutch. 

If  a  people  therefore  have  not  a  power  to  create  at  any 
time  a  magiftracy  virhich  they  hacj  not  before,  none  could 
be  created  at  all ;  for  no  magiftracy  is  eternal :  and  if 
for  the  validity  of  the  conftitution  it  be  neceffary,  that 
the  beginning  muft  be  unknown,  or  that  no  other  could 
have  been  before  it,  the  monarchy  amongft  us  cannot  be 
cfiabiilked  upon  any  right  ^  for,  though  our  anceftorft 
had  their  councils  and  magiilrates,  as  well  here  as  in 
Germany,  they  had  no  monarchs.  This  appears  plainly 
by  the  teftimony  of  Caefar  and  Tacitus ;  and  our  later 
hiftories  (hew,  that  as  foon  as  the  Saxons  came  into  this^ 
country,  they  had  their  micklegcmots,  which  were  gene* 
ral  aifemblies  of  the  noble  and  free-men,  who  had  in 
^emfelves  the  power  of  the  nation :  and  though,  when 
jbey  increafed  in  numbersj  they  ere&cd  fcvwvVitvg^^wKvi^ 
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¥ei  tvrty  one  retained   the   fame  irfagc  witMft  iiWf, 
Therfe  affcmblics  were  cvidem^v  the  fatue  in  |Viwer  milll 

our  parliamcnr^ ;  and  though  they  diffcixd  in  03  mc  tif 
farm,  U  matters  not  ^  for  they  whf>  could  ud  hi  ihc  one, 
could  not  but  have  a  power  of  iDf^fiutmg  the  other  5  that 
is,  rhc  fame  people  thnt  could  meet  together  in  their  (mn 
pcrfoH!^,  and  according  to  their  own  plcafure  order  al| 
matters  relating  to  thcmfchxs,  whilft  three  or  four  coun- 
ties only  IS  ere  under  one  governmentp  and  their  numberi 
vetrc  not  fo  great,  or  their  habit;ition  fo  fiir  difem,  thal!| 
they  might  not  meet  al Together  whhotit  inconvcnlencCp 
mfth  tlie  fame  right  might  depute  others  to  rcprefeni 
them,  when,  being  joined  in  one,  no  place  was  capable 
of  receiving  fo  great  a  multitude,  and  that  the  frontiers 
■would  have  been  expofcd  to  the  danger  of  foreign  inva- 
fions,  if  any  fuch  thing  had  been  pradlifcd. 

But  if  the  authority  of  parliaments,  for  many  ages  rc- 
prefcnting  tlic  whole  nation,  wxre  Icfs  to  be  valued  (as 
out  author  infinuatesj,  bccaufe  they  could  not  rcprefem 
the  whole,  when  it  was  not  joined  in  one  body,  that  of 
kings  muft  come  to  nothing  ;  for  there  could  be  no  one 
king  over  all,  when  the  nation  was  divided  into  fcven 
diftindl  governments  :  and  it  is  moft  abfurd  to  think, 
that  the  nation  which  had  fevcn  great  councils,  or  mic- 
klegemots,  at  the  fame  time  they  had  fevcn  kingdoms, 
J!0u1d  not  as  well  unite  the  feven  councils  as  the  feven 
jcingdoms  into  one.  It  is  to  as  little  purpofe  to  fay,  that 
the  nati(m  did  not  unite  itfclf,  but  the  feveral  parcels 
came  to  be  inherited  by  one  ;  for  that  one  could  inherit 
no  more  from  the  oActs  Av^jltv  vAx-ax  ^t,'^  V\aA  \  and  the 
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fcvcQ  bang  only  magifVates  fct  up  by  the  micklegemots, 
tec*  the  one  muft  be  fo  alfo.  And  it  is  neither  reafon* 
aUe  to  imagine,  nor  poffible  to  prove,  that  a  Berce  na« 
tion,  jealous  of  liberty,  and  who  had  obAinately  defended 
|t  in  Germany,  againft  all  invaders,  ihould  conquer  thi# 
country  to  enilave  themfelves,  and  purchafe  nothing  by 
tiieir  valour  but  that  fervitude  which  they  abhorred  ;  or 
be  lefs  free  when  they  were  united  into  one  ftate,  than 
they  had  been  when  they  were  divided  into  feven ;  and 
leaft  of  ail,  that  one  man  could  firft  fubdue  his  own  peo^ 
pie,  and  then  all  the  reft,  when,  by  endeavouring  to  fub- 
due his  own,  he  had  broken  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  and 
Joft  the  right  conferred  upon  him,  and  without  them  had 
not  power  to  fubdue  any.  But  as  it  is  my  fate  almoft 
^ver  to  diffent  from  our  author,  I  affirm,  that  the  varietjr 
of  government,  which  i$  obferved  to  have  been  amongft 
the  Saxons,  who  in  Ibme  ages  were  divided,  in  others 
united;  fometimes  under  captains,  in  other  times  under 
Jungs ;  fometimes  meeting  perfonally  in  the  micklege- 
piots,  fometimes  by  thpir  delegates  in  the  wittenagemots ; 
l^s  evidently  teftify,  that  they  ordered  aU  things  accord- 
ing to  their  own  pleafure ;  which  being  the  utmoft  ad  of 
liberty,  it  remained  inviolable  under  all  thofe  changes,  as 
we  have  already  proved  by  the  confeflion  of  Offa,  Ina^ 
Alfred,  Canutus,  Edward,  and  other  particular,  as  well 
at  univerfal  kings :  and  we  may  be  fure  thofe  of  the 
Norman  race  can  have  no  more  power,  (ince  they  came 
m  by  tbe  (ame  way,  and  fwore  to  govern  by  the  fame 
laws. 
9.  I  am  no  way  concerned  in  out  axiflK>i'%  ^o^^^v, 
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**  whether  parliaments  did,  in  thofc  fbysi  eonrift  of  fij 
<•  bUity  and  clergy  i  or  whether  the  cninmon^  were  al( 
*•  called."  For  if  it  were  true,  as  he  dlfcin,  ihaf^  ae^ 
Dording  to  the  cternril  law  of  God  and  nature,  then*  ^^ 
lie  no  govern mcnt  in  the  world  but  that  ot  an  abColucc 
monarch,  whofc  foverclgn  majefty  can  be  dimiiiifhcd  by 
IK*  law  or  cuftom,  there  could  be  no  parliaments,  or  mhcw 
m^igiftraocs,  thai  did  not  derive  tiietr  fxiwer  and  Wmg 
ffmn  his  will.  Bttt  having  proved,  th^it  the  Saxons  had 
their  general  councils  and  aircmblie%  when  ihcy  had  no 
kfn^s  ;  that  by  them  k\ng%  were  made,  and  the  ^reiteft 
afFairs  determined,  whether  they  had  kings  or  not ;  item 
be  of  no  importance,  whether  in  one  or  more  ages  the 
cbmmons  had  a  part  in  the  government,  or  not.  For 
the  fame  power  that  inftituted  a  parliament  without  them 
might,  when  they  thought  fir,  receive  them  into  it:  or 
rafher,  'if  they  who  had  the  government  in  their  hands, 
did,  for  reafons  known  to  themfelves,  recede  from  the  cx- 
ercifc  of  it,  they  might  rcfumc  it  when  they  pleafed. 

Nevcrthclers  it  may  be  worth  our  pains  to  enquire^ 
what  our  author  means  by  nobility.  If  fuch,  as  at  this 
day,  by  means  of  patents  obtained  for  money,  or  by  fa- 
vour, without  any  regard  to  merit  in  the  perfons,  or  their 
anccftors,  are  called  diikcs,  marquifes,  &c.  I  give  him 
leave  to  impute  a3  late  and  bafc  an  original  to  them  as  he 
plcafcs,  without  fearing,  that  the  rights  of  our  nation  can 
thereby  be  impaired  ;  and  am  content,  that  if  the  king  do 
not  think  fit  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his  own  creatures, 
ihcy  may  fall  to  the  ground.  But  if  by  noblemen  we  a^ 
40  vndcrlhnd  fuch  as  have  been  ennobled  by  the  virtues 
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9f  their  ariceftorsy  manifeftcd  in  ferviccs  dohe  to  their 
oountty,  I  iiayy  that  all  nations,  amongfl  whom  virtue-lias 
been  cfte<3ned,  have  had  a  great  legard  to  them  and  thei/  . 
pofterity :  and  though  kings,  when  they  were  made,  have' 
been  entrufted  by  the  Saxons,  and  other  nations,  with  ^^ 
power  of  ennobling  thofe,  who,  by  fervices  rendered  to" 
their  country,  might  deferve  that  honour  j  yet  the  body 
of  the  nobility  was  more  ancient  than  fuch ;  for  it  had 
been  equsdly  iiftpolTible  to  take  *  kings  (according  to 
Tacitus)  out  df  the  nobility,  if  diere  had  been  no  nobility, 
as  to  take  captains  for  their  virtue,  if  there  had  been  no 
virtue ;  and  princes  could  not,  without  breach  of  that 
truft^  confer  honours  upon  thofc  that  did  not  deferv6 
them  ;  which  is  fo  true^  that  this  pra<3ice  was  objedcd^ 
as  the  grcateft  crime  againft  t  Vortigern,  the  laft  and  the 
word  of  the  Britifh  kings  :  and  though  he  might  pretend 
(according  to  fuch  cavils  as  are  ufual  in  our  time),  tbs^ 
the  judgment  of  tbofe  mutters  was  referred  to  him  ;  yeft 
the  world  judged  of  his  crimes,  and  when  he  had  rcndeitdi 
himfelf  odious  to  God  and  men  by  them,  he  perifhed  inf 
tliem,  and  brought  dcfiru6tion  upon  his  countr)',  that 
had  fuifered  them  too  long. 

As  among  the  Turks,  and  mod  of  the  caftcrn  tyrah- 
Hies,  there  is  no  nobility,  and  no  man  has  any  confidera- 
ble  advantage  above  the  common  people,  unlefs  by  the 

V 

♦  Rcges  ex  DoUilitatc,  duces  ex  virtutc  fumerc,  Tac.  mor.  Germ,  c,  7 
+  Sublimaro  eococpit  lues  omnium  icclrrum  crcfccrc  :  facviebat  fcurrilis 
nequiiia,  odium  vrriutis,  Ac.  ut  vaa  omnium  Icvlerum  folua  viderwur  Vor- 
ligcrni  s ;  &,  quod  maximc  fjfix  hou.'ita.i  coutrarium  ell,  nobilc»  depri- 
ftiens,  Sc  moribus  A  fanguine  igrtobilci  cxtolltns,  Deo  ^  hominibua  eflicitur 
«ciiuio5.     Mat.  Wcftm.  A911. 4.^^   ; 
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iromcdhtc  favour  of  rhc  prince  ;  fo  in  atl  Ae  te^'kfftgil' 
doms  of  the  m>Tth,  the  i^renglh  of  the  govemmcnc  has 
always  been  placed  in  the  nobility  ;  and  no  better  dcSmt^  | 
has  been  found  again£l  the  cacroachitiefits  of  iU  kings; 
than  by  fetting  up  an  order  of  men,  who,  by  holding  !arg^> 
territories,  and  having  great  numbers  of  tenants  and  6i&m 
pendents,  might  be  able  to  rcftrain  the  exorbitances^  rhat' j 
fetthcr  the  kings,  or  the  common t,  might  nm  tntrK     For 
this  end  Spain,  Germany,    Fr;mce,  Poland,  Dcnmarkf 
Sweden,   Scotland,   and   England^  were  almoA   wlioU] 
dlv^ided  Into  lordfliips  under   ^cral  nimcs,  by  wklclv^ 
every  particular  polTelTor  owed  allegiance  (that  in,  fuch  ait 
obedience  as  the  law  requires)  to  the  king,  and  he  recU 
ptocally  fwore  to  pefferm  that  which  the  fam^  law  ex* 
adcJ  from  him. 

When  thcfc  nations  were  cftnvetted  to  the  chrifliaf< 
religion,  they  had  a  great  veneration  for  the  clergy  ;  an^, 
not  doubting  that  the  men  whom  th^y  eftcemed  holy, 
would  be  juf^,  thought  their  liberties  could  not  be  bett^ 
fecured,  than  by  joining  thofe  who  had  the  direftion  of 
their  confcicnces,  to  the  noblemen  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  their  forces.  This  fuccecded  fo  well  (in  fc* 
lation  to  the  defence  of  the  public  rights),  that  in  all 
the  forementioncd  Aates,  the  bi(hops,  abbots,  &c.  were 
no  lefs  zealous  or  bold  in  defendirig  the  public  liberty, 
than  the  beft  and  greateft  of  the  lords :  and  if  it  were 
true,  that  things  being  thus  eftablirtied,  the  commons 
did  neither  pcrfonally,  nor  by  their  reprefentatives,  cntct 
into  the  general  aiTemblies,  it  could  be  of  no  advantage  to 
Xinjs ;  tor  f^^h  a  power  as  is  above- ipentiond,  is  equally 
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inconfiftent  with  the  ab(blute  fovereignty  of  kings,  if 
placed  in  the  xlobility  and  clergy,  as  if  the  commons  had 
«  part.  If  the  king  has  all/no  other  man,  nor  number  of 
cnea,  cao  have  any.  If  the  nobility  and  clergy  have  tlie 
fower,  the  commons  m^^y  have  their  (hare  alfo.  But  I 
afiirm,  that  thofe  whom  we  now  call  commons,  have  al- 
ways iiad  a  part  in  the  government,  and  their  place  in 
the  councils  that  managed  it ;  for  if  there  was  a  diflinc<'> 
tion>  k  m\jA  have  been  by  patent,  birth,  or  tenure. 

As  for  pateets,  we  know  they  began  long  after  the 
tiommgof  jhe  Normans,  and  tliofc  that  now  have  them 
cannot  pretend  to  any  advants^e  on  account  of  birth  or 
tenure,  beyond  many  of  thofc  wlio  have  them  not.  Nay, 
befides  the  feveral  branches,  of  tlie  families  that  now  ctv* 
joy  the  moft  ancient  honours,  which  confc^uently  are 
]aa  noble  as  th^,  and  fome  of  them  of  the  elder  boufes, 
we  know  many  that  are  npw.  called  commoners,  who  in 
antiquity  and  ,eminency  are  no  way  inferior  to  the  chief  of 
the  tetular  nobility :  and  nothing  can  be  more  akfuad,  than 
to  give  a  prerogative,  of  birth  to  Craven,  Tufton,  Hyde, 
Rennet,  Ofbom,  and  others^  before  the  Cliftons,  Hamp- 
idens,  Courtneys,  Pelhams,  St.  Johns,  Bairxtons,  Wilbra* 
hams,  Hungerfords,  and.  many  others.  And  if  the  tc- 
aures  of  their  eftates  be  confidercd,  they  have  the  fame, 
and  as  ancient  as  any  of  thofe  who  go  under  the  names 
of  duke,  or  marquis.  I  forbear  to  iTiCntion  the  fordid 
ways  of  attaining  to  titles  in  our.  days ;  but.  whoever  will 
take  tbe  pains  to  examine  them,  (hall  find,  that  th^  ra- 
ther defile  than  ennoble  the  poUeifors.    And  wheceas  mch 
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•ire  fiult  cnnoMed  only  by  virtoc,  and  idped  k  diie  iS 
fuch  as  3tre  dcfcendcd  from  thofc  who  have  bravely  fcrveiiU 
thdr  country,  becaufc  it  is  prcfumcd  (till  they  {lici%  tli§" 
feontraty),  thnt  they  will  rcfemblc  their  anccftars,  fhcfc 
Inoiietn  court lers^  by  fhcir  names  and  tillcs^  frcqucritl; 
oblige  us  to  call  to  mind  fuch  things  as  are  nut  to  he 
Boned  without  blufhing.     Whatever  the  ancient 
tncn  of  England  were,  we  arc  fure  they  were  not  fuch 
thcfe.     And  though  it  fhould  be  confcffcd,  that  no  otlii 
^an  dukcs^  marquifes,  eiirlSj  vifcotint*,  and  barons, 
thefr  places  in  the  councils  mentioned  by  Cxfar  and  TdU 
eitus>  or  in  the  great  aff^mblics  of  the  Saxons,  it  could 
be  of  no  advantage  to  fuch  as  now  are  called  by  thofe 
names.     They  were  the  titles  of  offices  conferred  upon 
thofc,  who  did  and  could  bcft  condu<ft  the  people  Irt  time 
of  war,  give  counfel  to  the  king,  adminifter  jaftlcc,  and 
perform  other  public  duties ;  but  were  never  made  here^ 
ditary  cxcepif  b^  abufe ;  much  Icfs  were  they  fold  for  tno- 
ncy,  or  given  as  recompences  of  the  vileft  fervices.     If 
the  ancient  order  be  totally  inverted,  and  the  ends  of  its 
inftitution  prevcrted,  they  who  from  thence  pretend  to  be 
diftingui(hed  from  other  men,  mud   build  their  claim 
upon  foiiicthing  very  different  from  antiquity. 
•    This  being  fufficifent  (if  I  miftake  not)  to  make  it  af>^ 
pear,  that  the  ancient  councils  of  our  nation  did  not  cow- 
fift  of  fuch  as  we  now  call  noblemen,  it  may  be  worth  our 
pzini  to  examine,  of  what  fort  oJFmen  they  did  confift: 
and  though  I  cannot  much  rely  upon  the  credit  of  Camdei^ 
whidi  he  has  forfeited  by  a  great  number  of  untruths,  I 

will 


%ili  begin  with  hirh,  becaufe  he  is  citecl  hf  our  author.  If 
we  will  believe  him,  <*  ♦  that  which  the  Saxons  call  witteh- 
f*  agemot,  we  rtay  juftly  ilame  parliament^  which  has  the 
^<  Supreme  and  mod  facred  authority  of  maki  ng,  abrogating, 
^<  aiid  interprctirtg  laws,  and  generally  of  all  things  relating 
♦<  to  the  fafetjr  of  thd  commonwealth."  This  \Vittcnagc  - 
-inot  Was,  according  to  William  of  Malmlbury,  "  t  the 
«<  genetal  meeting  of  the  fenate  and  people ;"  and  Sir 
Haity  Spelman  calls  it,  <<  %  the  geheral  couilcil  of  the 
**  clei^  and  people."  In  the  affcmbljr  at  Calcuth  it 
i^as  decreed  by  the  atchbifhopSj  bifhops,  abbots,  dukes^ 
fenators^  and  the  people  of  the  land  "  (populo  terne),** 
that  "  §  the  kings  (bould  be  deded  by  the  priefts  and 
"  elders  of  the  people."  By  thefe  OfFa,  Irta^  and  others. 
Were  made  kings ;  and  Alired,  in  his  will,  acknowledged 
his  II  crown  from  them.  Edgat  Wa^  elected  by  all  the 
^ple,  and  not  long  after  depofed  by  them,  aild  again 
feftored  in  a  ♦*  general  aflembly.  Thefe  things  being 
fbmetimes  faid  to  be  done  by  the  afleiit  of  the  barons  of 
the  kingdom,  Camden  fays,  that  <<  under  the  name  of 
**  the  tt  baronage j  all  the  orders  of  the  kingdom  are  in  a 

*  Quod  Saxooes  olim  wittonagemot,  parliamentum  Sc  pananglicuxn  re^ 
dici  pofllt,  fummamque  6c  facro7an6bim  habet  au£loritatrm  in  Icgibus  fe- 
rendis,  antiquandis,  conformandis,  interprctandlt,  dc  in  onlnibuf  qtiie  ad 
^publkx  lalutem  fpc^Unt.     Brit  fol.  63. 

i  G«neralis  fenatus  dc  populi  conventus.      Malmf. 

X  Commune  concilium  tslm  cleri  quam  populi.       Spelm. 

^  Ut  reges  a  fecerdotibus  dc  fcnioribui  popali  ellgantur. 

n  Quam  Deuf  &  principcs  cum  teoioribul  populi  mifericorditer  &  be- 
nignc  dederuat. 

**  Coram  omnl  multitudine  populi  Anglorum. 

-ff  Nomine  baronagii  omnes  quodammodo  regoi  ox^Uoitt  CQiod&DAo!a«t% 

Vol.  IL  G  g  ts«tfff«i 


perpetually  in  arms,  put  a  high  < 
lour  ;  fought  by  conqucft  to  acqu 
their  own ;  valued  themfclves  ac 
of  men  thcj  could  brifig  into  the 
them  ffom  villains,  called  thofi 
defended  and  cnhrged  their  dora' 
reward  of  their  fervtces,  in  the 
by  conqueft,  they  diih'ibuted  to 
4ie  obligation  of  continuing  tl 
country.  This  appears  by  the  n: 
knight  being  no  more  than  a  fol 
no  more  than  wis  fufficient  to  m: 
that  knighthood  was  always  efteei 
man»  ef  what  quality  foever,  th 
to  him,  and  thofe  of  the  highefl 
noblemen  till  they  were  knightec 
Spain,  the  cutting  off  the  hair 


*Us. 
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iMre  than  ''  vir'*  in  Latin,  which  is  not  properly  given 
to  any  man,  unlefs  he  be  free.  The  like  was  in  France^ 
till  the  coming  in  of  the  third  race  of  kings,  in  which 
time  the  twelve  peers  (of  whom  fix  only  were  lay- 
men) were  raifed  to  a  higher  dignity,  and  the  commands 
annexed  mad&  hereditary  ;  but  the  honour  of  knighthood 
was  thei-cby  no  way  diminiflicd.  Though  there  were 
dukes,  eatls,  marquifles,  and  barons,  in  the  time  of 
FroifTart,  yet  h^  ufually  calls  them  knights ,  and  Philip 
de  Comminels,  fp^aking  of  the  moft  eminent  men  of  hit 
time,  calls  them  good,  wife,  or  valiant  knights.  Even 
to  this  day  the  name  of  gentleman  comprehends  all  that  ia 
raifed  above  the  conraiori  people;  Hcnfy  the  Fourth 
iifually  called  himfclf  the  firft  gentleman  in  France,  and 
it  is  an  ordinarjr  phrafe  among  them^  when  they  fpeak  of 
a  gentleman  of  good  birth^  to  fa^',  ''  II  eft  noble  comroc 
**  le  roy ;  he  is  zi  noble  as  the  king."  In  their  general 
affembly  of  eftate^,  ^<  the  chamber  of  the  noblcffc,'* 
which  is  one  of  three,  is  compofed  of  the  deputies  fent 
by  the  gentry  of  every  ^province ;  and  irt  the  enquiry^ 
made  about  the  year  1668,  concerning  nobility,  no  notice 
was  taken  of  fuch  as  had  afTumed  the  titles  of  earl^  mar- 
quis, vifcount,  or  baron,  but  only  of  thofe  who  called 
themfclves  gentlemen;  and  if  they  could  prove  that 
name  to  belong  to  them,  they  were  \tft  to  ufe  the  other 
titles  as  they  pleafed.  When  duels  were  in  fafhion  (as 
all  knew  they,  were  lately)  no  man,  except  the  princes  of 
the  blood,  and  marefchals  of  France,*  could  with  honour 
tefufc  a  challenge  from  any  gentleman :  the  firft,  becaufe 
k  was  tboMght  unfit,  that  he  who  might  be  kin%i  <Sk^v&i1 
Gg  %  %*^ 


It 


460  juscotrnsEs  on 

fight  wTfh  a  fubjert  to  the  danger  of  the  commonweal^, 
which  might,  I  y^  that  mean*,  be  deprived  of  its  head: 
the  oth'  rs  1>eifig  bf  thetr  office  comninndcrs  of  the  nobi- 
lm%  ind  judges  of  alt  the  controverfics  relating  to  ho- 
iiojT,  th:it  happened  amongft  them,  cannot  rcafonably  be 
brought  into  prfvatc  cDntefis  with  any.  In  Denmarkt 
nublcmcn  and  gcntfcmcn  is  the  fame  thing;  and  till  the 
J  car  1660,  they  had  ihe  prfncfpal  part  of  the  govern* 
ment  \n  then  handf-  Wheii  Charles  Guftavus,  king  of 
Sweden,  invaded  Poland  in  the  year  1655,  ft  li  faid,  that 
there  were  above  three  hundred  thnufand  grntlemcn  iri 
arms  to  rcfifl  him*  This  is  the  noMHtr  of  that  country, 
kings  arc  chof^n  by  them;  cverj  one  uf  thcra  will  fay^  as 
in  France,  "  he  is  noble  as  the  fting^*'  The  h1\  king 
was  a  private  man  among  themy  not  thought  to  have  had 
more  than  four  hundred  pounds  a  year-  He  who  now 
reignj*  was  not  at  all  above  him  in  birth  or  cilate,  till  he 
had  raifed  himfelf  by  r^rcat  fcrviccs  done  for  liis  country 
in  many  lyars^  and  there  was  not  one  gentleman  in  the 
niitlon  who  miglit  not  have  been  chofcn  as  well  «ks  fee,  if 
it  hnd  picafcd  the  affembly  that  did  it* 

Thj»  being  the  nobility  of  the  n^irthern  nations,  jnd 
the  troc  baronage  of  England,  it  is  no  wonder  that  iJicy 
were  called  **  nobilc  ;"  the  moft  eminent  among  them 
'*  magniitcs,  principC!*^  proceres;"  and  fo  nymtrous,  that 
.  they  were  cftccmed  to  be  *'  muhitudo  inrinita,*'  One 
place  was  hardly  able  to  contain  them;  and  the  incon- 
veniences of  calling  them  all  together  appeared  to  be  fa 
great,  that  they  in  time  chofe  rather  to  meet  by  reprefen- 
UtiveS;  than  every  on«  in  his  own  perfon.     The  power 

tXv^tcforc 
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Aerefbre  remaining  in  them,  it  matters  not  what  method 
ttcy  obfervcd  in  the  ex^ution.  They  who  had  the  fub- 
ftance  in  their  hands*  might  give  it  what  form  they 
pleafed.  Our  author  fuffieiently  manifefts  his  ignorance^ 
in  faying,  there  could  he  no  knights  of  the  (hires  in  thf 
time  of  the  Saxons,  becaufe  there  were  no  (h^re^;  fopr 
the  very  word  i6  Saxon,  and  we  find  the  names  of  Berk- 
ftiirc,  Wiltfhire,  Devonfhire,  Dorfctflaire,  and  others^ 
moft  frequently  in  the  writings  of  thofe  times  i  and 
dukes,  earls,  thanes,  or  aldermen,  appointed  to  conrv- 
mand  the  forces,  and  lo«»k  to  the  dillribution  of  juftice  in 
them.  •  Scldcn  cites  Ingulphus  f*>r  faying,  that  '*  Al- 
f*  fred  was  the  firft  that  changed  the  provinces,  &c.  into 
^*  counties:"  but  refutes  him,  and  proves,  that  the  dif- 
tindtion  of  the  land  into  (hires  or  counties  (for  (hire  ligr 
nified  no  more  than  the  (hare  or  part  committed  to  thf 
care  of  the  earl  or  comes)  was  far  more  ancient*  Whe- 
ther the  firft  divifions  by  the  Saxons  were  greater  or  loffct 
than  the  (hires  or  counties  now  are,  is  nothing  to  thf 
queftion :  they  who  made  them  to  he  as  they  were,  could 
have  made  them  greater  or  lelfcr,  as  they  pleafed.  An4 
whether  they  did  immediately,  or  fome  ages  after  that 
dii>indion,  ceafe  to  come  to  their  great  aflemblies,  and 
rather  chufe  to  fend  their  deputies  y  or  whethisr  fuch  dOr 
putics  werechoftn  by  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  $$ 
in  our  days,  or  in  any  other  manner ;  can  be  of  no  ad*> 
vantage  or  prejudice  to  the  caufe  that  I  maintain.  If 
(he  power  of  the  nation,  when  it  was  divided  into  feven 

•  Seldcn's  tit.  of  hon.  p.  2.  c,  ^. 
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kingdortifi*  or  united  under  one,  did  rcfide  in  th^  midtte- 
gemots  or  wktcnagemors ;  if  thefe  confiftcd  of  tlic  no- 
bility and  people,  who  were  fomcrhiics  fo  numerous,  that 
no  one  place  could  well  contain  them;  and  if  the  pre*- 
ferencc  given  to  the  chief  among  them  was  on  account  of 
the  offices  they  executed,  either  in  relation  to  war  or  juf* 
ticc,  which  no  man  can  deny ;  I  have  as  much  as  ferves 
for  my  parpofe.  It  is  indifferent  to  mc,  whether  they 
were  called  carls,  du3ces>  aldermen,  hcrotoghs,  gr  thanes 
for  It  is  certain,  that  the  titular  nobility^  now  in  mode 
amongft  us,  has  no  rcfcmblancc  to  this  ancient  nobility  of 
England.  The  novelty  therefore  is  on  the  other  fide,  and 
that  of  the  word  fort ;  becaufe  by  giving  the  name  of 
noblemen  (which  anciently  belonged  to  fach  as  had 
the  greateft  interefts  in  nations,  and  were  the  fupporters 
of  their  liberty)  to  court-creatures,  who  often  have  none, 
and  either  acquire  their  honours  by  money,  or  arc  pre- 
ferred for  feryile,  and  fomctimes  impure  fervlces,  ren- 
dered to  the  perfon  that  reigns,  or  elfe  for  mifchiefs 
done  to  their  country,  the  conftitution  has  been  wholly- 
inverted,  and  the  truft  repofed  in  the  kings  (who  in  fome 
meafure  had  the  difpofal  of  offices  and  honours)  mi  fern- 
ployed.  This  is  farther  aggravated  by  appropriating  the 
name  of  noblemen  folely  to  them:  whereas  the  nation 
having  been  anciently  divided  only  into  freemen  or  no- 
blemen (who  were  the  fame)  and  villains ;  the  firft  were, 
ais  Tacitus  fays  of  their  anceftors  the  Germans,  f**cx- 
f*  empted  from  burdens  and  contributions,  and  refcrvcd 

♦  Exempt!  oncribus  Sc  collationibus,  6c  lantum  in  ufum  prxliorum  re- 
pofiti,  vcluli  tela  &,  arma  belli*  rcfcnantur.     Corn.  Tacit,  dc  morib.  Gcrxiu 

•■  .  ^<  Uke 
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^  like  arms  for  the  ufe  of  war,"  whilft  the  others  were 
little  better  than  flaves,  appointed  to  cultivate  the  landt^ 
or  to  other  fervile  offices.  And  I  leave  any  teafonaUe 
man  to  judge,  whether  the  latter  condition  be  that  of  thofe 
we  now  call  commoners.  Nevcrthclcft,  he  that  will  be- 
lieve the  title  of  noblemen  ftill  to  belong  to  thofe  only 
who  are  fo  by  patent,  may  gueis  how  well  our  wars  would 
be  managed,  if  they  were  left  folely  to  fuch  as  are  fo  by 
that  title.  If  this  be  approved,  his  majefty  may  do  well 
^ith  his  hundred  and  fifty  noblemen,  eminent  in  valour 
and  military  experience  as  they  are  known  to  be,  to  make 
fuch  wars  as  may  fall  upon  him,  and  leave  the  defj^fed 
commons,  under  the  name  of  villains,  to  provide  for  them- 
felves,  if  the  fuccefs  do  not  anfwer  his  expedations.  But 
if  the  commons  are  as  free  as  the  nobles,  many  of  them 
in  birth  equal  to  the  patentees,  in  eftate  fuperior  to  moft 
of  them  i  and  that  it  is  not  only  expeded  they  (hould  ad** 
&a  him  in  wars  with  their  perfons  and  purfes,  but  acknow- 
ledged by  all,  that  the  ftrcngth  and  virtue  of  the  nation  is 
in  them ;  it  muft  be  confelled,  that  they  are  true  noble- 
men of  England,  and  that  all  the  privileges,  anciently 
enjoyed  by  fuch,  muft  neceflarily  belong  to  them,  iince 
they  perform  the  offices  to  which  they  were  annexed. 
This  (hews  how  the  nobility  were  juftly  faid  to  be  almoft 
infinite  in  number,  fo  that  no  one  place  Was  able  to  con- 
tain them.  The  Saxon  armies,  that  came  over  into  this 
country  to  a  wholefome  and  generative  climate  might  well 
increafe  in  four  or  five  ages  to  thofe  vaft  numbers,  as  the 
Franks,  Goths,  and  others,  had  done  in  Spain,  Frince, 
Italy,  and  other  parts ;  and  when  they  were  grown  fo  nu- 
inerous^  they  found  themfelves  nccc&xW.^  q\>V\^^  \»  V^^ 
Gg4  *E^ 
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the  power  into  ihehandsof  rcprcfentativcs  cliofcn  by  them^ 
fclves,  which  they  had  before  excrcifcd  in  their  own  per- 
rons* But  thrfc  two  ways  differing  rather  »n  form  diin 
effcntially,  the  one  tending  to  democracy^  tJie  other  to  arif- 
tocracy,  they  were  equally  oppofite  to  thcabfolutc  doinmloii 
of  one  man  reigning  for  himfdf^and  govcmmg  the  nation 
as  his  patrimony ;  and  equally  affert  rhc  righis  of  the  peo- 
ple to  put  the  government  into  fuch  a  form  as  bc(^pleafcs 
thetnfelves.  This  was  fultablc  to  what  they  had  pra£lifcd 
in'thcir own  country:  ■*  Deminoribiisconfultantprmclpes, 
dc  majoribusojtincfi/**  Nay,  even  ihefc  **  fmallcr  matters** 
cannot  be  faid  propmy  to  relate  to  the  king  *  for  he  Is  but 
one,  and  the  word  "  principes"  is  in  the  plural  number, 
and  can  fignify  fuch  principal  men,  as  the  fame  author 
fays  were  chofen  by  th«  general  affemblies  to  do  juftice, 
&c.  and  to  each  of  them  one  hundred  comites  joined,  not 
only  to  give  advice,  but  authority  to  their  adlions. 

The  word  "  omnes,"  fpoken  by  a  Roman,  muft  like- 
wife  be  undcrftood  as  it  was  ufed  by  them,  and  imports 
all  the  citizens,  or  fuch  as  made  up  the  body  of  the  com- 
monwealth. If  he  had  fpoken  of  Rome  or  Athens  whilft 
they  remained  free,  h^  muft  have  ufed  the  fame  word 
(becaufe  all  thofe,  of  whom  the  city  confifted,  had  votes), 
how  great  foever  the  number  of  flaves  or  ftrangers  might 
have  been.  The  Spartans  arc  rightly  faid  to  have  gained, 
loft,  and  recovered,  the  lordftiip  or  principality  of 
Greece.  They  were  all  lords  in  relation  to  their  helots, 
and  ^/o  were  the  Dorians  in  relation  to  that  fort  of  men, 
which  under  feveral  names  they  kept,  as  the  Saxons  dicj 
their  villains,  for  the  performance  of  the  offices  which 
*  Ticit.  dc  moi.  Oti^x. 
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Axej  thought  too  mean  for  thofe,  who  were  ennobled  bj 
liberty,  and  the  ufe  of  arms,  by  which  the  commonwealth 
wa<»  defended  and  enlarged.  Though  the  Romans  fcomed 
to  give  the  title  ot  lord  to  thofe,  who  had  ufurped  »  power 
over  their  lives  and  fortunes,  yet  every  one  of  them  was 
a  lord  in  relation  to  his  own  ferv^nts,  and  altogether  are 
often  called  "* lords  of  the  world  :*'  the  like  is  feen  al- 
moft  every  where.  The  government  of  Venice,  having 
continued  for  many  ages  in  the  fame  families,  has  en- 
nobled them  all.  No  phrn'"^  is  more  common  in  Swjtzer«» 
land,  than  "  the  lords  of  Bern,"  or  "  the  lords  of  Zurich,** 
and  other  places,  though  perhaps  there  is  not  a  man 
amon^fft  them  who  pretends  to  be  a  gentleman,  according 
to  the  mother n  fcnfe  put  upon  that  word.  The  dates  of 
the  United  Provinces  arc  called  Jiigh  and  mighty  lords, 
and  the  fame  title  is  given  to  each  of  them  in  particular* 
Nay,  the  word  hccr,  which  fignifies  lord  both  in  high  and 
low  Dutch,  is  as  common  as  monfieur  in  France,  fignor 
in  Italy,  or  fennor  in  Spain  ;  and  is  given  to  every  one, 
who  is  not  of  a  fordid  condition,  but  efpecially  to  foliders : 
and  though  a  common  foldlcr  be  now  a  much  meaner 
thing  than  it  was  anciently,  no  man  fpeaking  to  a  com* 
pany  of  foldiers  in  Italian,  ufes  any  other  ftile  than  **  fig« 
<*  nori  foldati ;"  and  the  like  is  done  in  other  languagea» 
It  is  not  therefore  to  be  thought  ftrange  if  the  Saxons, 
who  in  their  own  country  had  fcorned  any  other  employ* 
mcnt  than  that  of  the  fword,  (hould  think  themfelvet 
farther  ennobled,  when  by  their  arms  they  had  acquired 
a  ereat  and  rich  country,  and  driven  out  or  fubducd  the 

■^  ^omanos  reruin  dominos.       Vir^ 
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fbrmer  inhalyttantf.  They  might  well  djiHiifuifh  tfieisV 
Iclves  froni  the  ^^Uatns  ihcy  brought  with  them,  or  the 
Britom  they  hid  citflavad.  They  might  vcU  be  calted 
*f  magnactjy  pfocercs  regni,  nobikt,  Anglix  nobilitas, 
*/  bamncfi;"  and  the  aiTemblics  of  them  joflly  called 
**  conclUum  regni  genei^lc,  univtriitai  toous  Anglx  no* 
"  biliuin^  uiuverfitis  barooagti/^  according  to  the  varicr^ 
of  times,  and  other  occur rcnces.  Wc  have  fuch  foot- 
ftep&  remaining  of  the  name  of  baron,  as  plainly  fbew 
the  fignificaibn  of  it-  The  barons  of  London  and  the 
Cinque  Ports  arc  known  to  be  only  the  freemen  of 
tfaofe  places.  In  the  petty  court-barons,  every  man  who 
nay  be  of  a  jury  is  a  baron.  Thcfe  are  noblemen ;  for 
there  are  noble  nations  as  well  as  noble  men  in  nations. 
The  Mammalukcs  accounted  themfelves  to  be  all  noble, 
though  born  flavcs  ;  and  when  they  had  ennobled  them* 
felves  by  the  ufc  of  arms,  they  looked  upon  the  nobleft 
of  the  Egyptians,  as  their  (laves.  TertuUian  writing,  not 
to  fome  eminent  men,  but  to  the  whole  people  of  Car- 
tilage, calls  them  "  antiquitate  noblles,  n®bilitate  felices.'* 
Such  were  the  Saxons,  ennobled  by  a  perpetual  applica- 
tion to  thofe  exercifes  that  belong  to  noblemen,  and  an 
abhorrence  to  any  thing  that  is  vile  and  fordid. 

Left  this  (hould  fcem  far  fetched,  to  thofe  who  pleafe 
themfelves  with  oavilling,  they  are  to  know,  that  the 
fame  general  councils  are  expreffed,  by  othcrauthors,  in 
other  words.  They  are  called  "  ♦  The  general  council 
"  of  the  bilhops,  noblemen,  counts,  all  the  wife  men, 

♦  Commune  con.- ilium  epifcoporum,  proccrum,  comitum,  <5c  omaiunn 
^pJCDtuni,  fcDlgrum  &  populorum  totius  rcgai.    Bed.  £ccl.  iiifL 

<•.  cld^rsi 
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H  Men,'  and  people,  of  the  whole  kingdom/^  in  ths 
time  of  Ina.     In  that  of  Edward  the  elder,  <<  *  The 
^<  great  council  of  the  bifhops,  abbots,  noblemen,  and 
S*  people ;"  William  of  Malmftury  calls  them,  "  t  The 
**  general  fenate  and  affembly  of  the  people."    Some- 
times they  are  in  ftiort,  called  "  clergy  and  people  ;*'  but 
all  exprefs  the  fame  power,  neither  received  from,  noi 
limitable  by  kings,  who  are  always  faid  to  be  chofen,  or 
made,  and  fometimes  depofed  by  them.     William  the 
Norman  found  and  left  the  nation  in  this  condition: 
Henry  the  fecond,  John,  and  Henry  the  third,  who  had 
nothing  but  what  was  conferred  upon  them  by  the  fame 
clergy  and  people,  did  fo  too.     Magna  charta  could  give 
nothing  to  the  people,  who,  in  themfelves,  had  all  ^  and 
only  reduced  into  a  fmall  volume,  the  rights  which  the 
nation  was  refolved  to  maintain ;   brought  the  king  to 
confefs,  they  were  perpetually  inherent,  and  time  out  of 
mind  enjoyed,  and  to  fwear  that  he  would  no  way  violate 
them :    if  he  did,  he  was,  "  ipfo  fa6to,"  excommuni- 
cated ;  and,  being  thereby  declared  to  be  an  execrable 
perjured  perfon,  they  knew  how  to  d(fal  with  him.     This 
a£l  has  been  confirmed,  by  thirty  parliaments ;  and  the 
proceedings  with  kings^  who  have  violated  their  oaths,  at 
well  before  as  after  the  time  of  Henry  the  third,  which 
have  been  already  mentioned,  are  fuihcient  to  (hew,  that 
England  has  always  been  governed  by  itfelf,  and  never 
acknowledged  any  other  lord,  than  fuch  as  they  thought 
fit  to  fet  up. 

*  Magnum  concilium  epifcoporum,  abbatum,  fidclium ,  proccrumt  St 

ripulorum. 
4  Scoamm  feaenlcm  St  populi  conveiuum. 
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THOSE  VI ho,  wirhout  regard  to  truth*  refolve  to  tji^ 
fift  tjpcm  fuch  pointSt  as  they  think  may  ferve  thcb  Je* 
figns,  when  they  find  it  cannot  hr  denied,  that  the  p0wcri 
bcfore-menriohcd  have  been  eJtcrcifed  by  ihc  Engiifh^  \ 
and  other  oilions,  fajt  that  they  were  the  eonceffion^  of 
ktngs,  vhoT  being  makers  of  the  ftiil;  mi|rht  beHofr  p^rw* 
eels   upon   fome  perfons,   with   fuch  conditions  as  they 
pleafcd,  retaining  to  thcmfelveg  the  fupreme  dominion  of 
the  whole:    and,  having  already,  as  they  think,   made 
them  fountains  of  honour,  fhe\    proceed  to  n.^ke  them 
alfo  the  fountains  of  property  ,  and,  for   ^roof  uf  this, 
alledgc,  that  all  lands,  though  held  of  mtan  lords,  do  hy 
their  tenures  at  laft  refult  upon  the  king,  as  the   head 
from  whom  they  an*  enjoyed.     This  might  be  of  foice, 
if  it  were  true :  but  matters  of  the  higheli  importance  re- 
quiring a  mod  evident  proof,  we  are  to  examine,  fird,  if 
it  be  pofliblc  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  if  it  be  true. 

I.  For  the  firft;  no  man  can  give  what  he  has  not* 
Whoever  therefore  will  pretend,  that  the  king  has  be- 
flowed  this  propriety,  muft  prtwe,  that  he  had  it  in  him- 
felf.  I  confefs,  that  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
obtained  from  the  p<^pe  grants  of  the  territories  they  pof- 
fcflcd  in  the  Weft.  Indies;  and  this  might  be  of  fome 
flrength,  if  the  pope,  as  vicar  of  Chrift,  had  an  abfolutc 
dopimon  over  the  whole  eaith,    but  if  that  fail,   th« 
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1i4iole  fall  to  the  ground,  and  he  is  ridiculoufly  liberal  qC 
that,  which  no  ways  belong  to  him.  My  bufinefs  is  not 
to  difpute  that  point ;  but,  before  it  can  have  any  influ* 
cnce  upon  our  afiai4|  our  kings  are  to  prove,  that  they 
are  lords  of  England  upbn  the  fame  title,  or  fome  other 
equivalent  to  it.  'When  that  is  done.  We  (hall  know 
upon  whom  they  have  a  dependence,  and  may  at  leifuiti 
confider,  whether  we  ought  to  acknowledge,  and  fubmit 
to,  fuch  apower,  or  give  reafons  for  ourrefufal.  But, 
there  being  no  fuch  thing  in  our  prefer  cafe,  their  pro« 
perty  mud  be  grounded  upon  fomettiing  elfe,  or,  we  may 
juftly  conclude  they  have  none< 

In  order  to  this,  it  is  hardly  worth  the  pains,  to  fearch 
into  the  obfcurr  remains  of  the  Britifh  hiftories :  foe 
when  the  Romans  deferted  our  ifland,  they  did  not  con- 
fer the  right  they  had  (whether  more  or  lefs)  upon  any 
man,  but  left  theenfoyment  of  it  to  the  poor  remainden 
of  the  nation,  and  their  own  e(labli(hed  colonies,  who 
were  grown  to  be  one  people  with  the  natives.  The 
Saxons  came  under  the  conduct  of  Hengiil  and  Horfa^ 
who  fcem  to  have  been  fturdy  pirates  ^  but  did  not  (that 
I  can  learn)  bear  any  charadlers  in  their  perfons,  of  the 
fo  much  admired  fovereign  majefty,  that  fhould  give 
them  an  abfolutc  dominion  or  propriety,  cither  in  their 
own  country,  or  any  other  they  (hould  fet  their  feet  upon^ 
They  came  with  about  a  hundred  men;  and,  chufing 
rather  to  ferve  Vortigcrn,  than  to  depend  upon  what  thqr 
could  get  by  rapine  at  fea,  lived  gpon  a  fmall  proportion 
#f  landy  by  him  allotted  to  them*.  Though  this  feems  to 

♦  Mit.  Weft,  rior.  hift. 


lame  condition.  1  his  was  all 
they  enjoyed,  till  they  treacher 
and  fixty,  or,  as  William  of  M; 
dred  principal  men  of  the  Bri 
Vortigcm  prifoncr*,  who  had  be 
tor,  that  he  fccms  never  to  hav« 
tfiem,  and  to  hare  incenfed  the 
(hewed  them,  as  much  as  by 
And,  certainly,  a6[ions  of  this 
hood  and  crueltjr^  can  ilever  crea 
0f  any  better  men,  than  Filifu 
thiAk  that  the  power  only  is  to 
means  by  which  it  is  obtained. 
be  granted,  that  a  right  had  bee 
accrue  to  the  nation,  not  to  Hen 
an  acquifitton  be  called  a  conqu 
long  to  thofe  d&t  conquered.  1 
two  men ;  and  thofe  who  had 
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UDod  or  bad,  juft  or  uiijuft,  it  was  the  fame  to  all :  no 
one  man  could  have  any  right,  peculiar  to  himfelf,  unlefr 
diey  who  gained  it,  did  confer  it  upon  him :  and  k  is  itdr 
way  probable,  thatlhey,  who  in  their  own  coiintry  had 
kept  their  princes  within  very  narrow  limits,  as  has  beefi 
proved,  (hould  refign  themfelves,  and  all  they  had,  as 
foon  as  they  came  hither.  But  we  have  already  (hewn^ 
diat  they  always  continued  moft  obftinate  defenders  of 
their  liberty,  and  the  government  to  which  they  had 
been  accuflohied  ;  that  they  managed  it  by  themfelves^ 
and  acknowledged  no  other  laws  than  their  own.  Na/t 
if  they  had  made  fuch  a  refignarion  of  their  right,  as  was 
neceflfary  to  create  one  in  their  leaders,  it  would  be 
enough  to  overthrow  the  propofition ;  for  it  is  not  then 
the  leader  that  ^ves  to  the  people,  but  the  people  to  the 
leaden  If  the  people  had  not  a  right  to  give  what  they 
did  give,  none  was  conferred  upon  the  receiver ;  if  thcf 
had  a  right,  he  that  ihould  pretend  to  derive  a  benefit 
from  thence,  muft  prove  the  grant,  that  the  nature  and 
intention  of  it  may  appear. 

To  the  fccond  :  if  it  be  faid,  that  records  teftify  all 
grants  to  have  been  originally  from  the  king  ;  I  anfwer^ 
that  though  it  were  confeiTed  (which  I  abiblutely  deny^ 
and  affirm  that  our  rights  and  liberties  are  innate,  in- 
herent, and  enjoyed  ^time  out  of  mind,  before  we  had 
king's),  it  could  be  nothing  to  the  queftion,  which  ii^ 
concerning  reafon  and  jufl:ice;  and,  if  they  are  wanting^ 
the  defed  can  never  be  fupplied  by  any  matter  of  h&p 
though  never  fo  clearly  proved.  Or,  if  a  right  be  pre-^ 
ll^nded  to  be  grounded  upon  a  matter  of  b&^  tJ\<&  vV^ts^M^ 


Kinors:   the  right  they  had  not, 

inherit,  and  corifcquently  canno 

better  title  to  it,  than  that  of  ufi 

But,  as  they  who  inquire  for 

«r  conc^l  any  thing,  I  majr  grai 

enjoyed  by  tenure  from  kings;  fc 

judice  the  tfaufe  I  defend,  norfif 

eountries  whiiih  the  Saxorts  had 

tided   among  them;   and,   to  i 

might  arife,  if  every  man  took  u] 

<Sould^  a  certain  method  of  mafc 

fteceflarily  ;to  be  fixed  ;  and  it 

(hould  have  fomcthing  in  his  ow 

title  to  ^hat  he  poffeffed,  accord 

flea  (hould  be  determirted.    ThS 

fomebddy,  and  no  man  could  be  fi 

dit,  as  he  wbo  was  diief  among 

more  than  is  ufual  in  all  thefociet 
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noa  do  the  like,  though  they  have  no  other  power^  than 
what  is  conferred  upon  them,  and,  of  themfelvet ,  can  do  * 
Ijttle  or  nothing.  The  grants  of  our  kings  are  of  the 
fyme  nature,  though  the  words  **  mero  motu  noftro" 
iecm  to  imply  the  contrary ;  for  kings  fpeak  always  in 
the  plural  number,  to  fliew  that  they  do  not  z€t  for 
themfelves,  but  for  the  focieties  over  which  they  are 
placed  ;  and  all  the  veneration  that  is,  or  can  be,  given 
to  their  ads,  does  not  exalt  them,  but  thofe  from  whom 
their  authority  is  derived,  and  for  whom  they  are  to  exe» 
cute.  The  tyrants  of  thf  Eaft^  and  other  barbarians^ 
whofe  power  is  moft  abfolute,  fpeak  in  the  fingle  num- 
ber, as  appears  by  the  decrees  of  Nabuchodonofor,  Cy- 
rus, Darius,  and  Ahafuenis,  recited  in  Scripture,  with 
others,  that  we  hear  of  daily  from  thofe  parts:  but^ 
wherefocver  there  is  any-thing  of  civilty  or  regularity  in 
government,  the  prince  iiiti  the  pluralj  to  (hew  that  lie 
ads  in  a  public  capacity.  From  hence,  fays  Grotiusp 
the  rights  of  kings  to  fend  ambaflfadors,  make  leagues, 
&c.  do  arife*!  the  confederacies  made  by  them  do  not 
terminate  with  their  lives,  becaufe  they  are  not  for  them«> 
felves  ;  they  fpeak  not  in  their  own  perfons,  but  as  re* 
prefenting  their  people  :  and  <<  t  a  king  who  is  deprived 
<^  of  his  kingdom,  lofes  the  right  of  fending  ambafla- 
**  dors,"  becaufe  he  can  no  longer  fpeak  for  thofe,  who^ 
by  their  own  confent,  or  by  a  foreign  force,  are  cut  off 
from  him.  The  queftjon  is,  not  whether  fuch  a  one  be 
juftly  or  unjuftly  deprived  (for  that  concerns  only  thofe 

f  De  jur  i>elL  f  Rex  regno  exuiui,  jui  kgudi  smittt^    Cffoc 

V©*..  Ih  H  h  Vo» 
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^lio  did  It,  or  fuffcr  it) »  btif  whether  he  eifi  oblige  the 
people  ;  and  it  ft  ridiculous  fm  any  nailon  to  trest  with 
a  man,  that  cafinot  pcffotm  what  ftiall  be  agreed^  or  for 
bim  to  fttpulatc  that  whteh  can  oblige,  and,  will  be  mtde 
good,  only  by  himfclf* 

But,  though  much  may  be  left  fo  the  d'tfcretkm  tut 
kings,  in  the  diftribution  of  lands,  and  the  like,  yet  H 
no-way  diminKhes  the  right  of  the  people,  nor  confieni 
any  upon  them,  othcmifc  fo  difpofe  of  what  belong*  to 
the  public,  than  may  tend  to  the  common  good,  and  the 
accompUfhment  of  thofe  end%  fot  which  they  are  cfi» 
tniftcd.  Nay,  if  it  were  true,  that  a  conquetcd  country 
did  belong  to  th6  crown,  the  king  couki  not  difpofe  of  it, 
becaufe  it  is  annexed  to  the  office,  and  not  alienable  by 
the  perfon.  This  is  not  only  found  m  regular  mixed 
monarchies  (as  in  Sweden,  where  the  grants  made  by  the 
laft  kings  have  been  lately  refcinded  by  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  eftates,  as  contrary  to  law),  but  even  in  the 
ftioft  abfolute,  as  in  France,  where  the  prdfent  king,  who 
has  ftrctchcd  hrs  power  to  the  utmoft,  has  lately  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  cannot  do  it ;  and,  according  to  die 
ktioM  n  maxim  .of  the  ftate,  that  the  demeafnes  of  the 
crown,  which  are  defigncd  for  the  defraying  of  publie 
charges,  cannot  be  alienated,  all  the  grants  made  within 
the  laft  fifteen  years  have  been  annulled  ;  even  thofe  who 
had  bought  lands  of  the  crown  have  been  called  to  ac- 
count, and  the  fums  given  being  compared  with  the 
profits  received,  ahd  a  moderate  intereft  allowed  to  the 
purchafers,  fo  much  of  the  principal  as  remained  due  t<y 
ihem  has  been  repaidi  and  the  lands  refumed« 


I 

I 
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«  B  c  r.    XXX. 

Henry  the  Ftrfl  tons  iing  of  England  by  as  good  a  tttlt 
as  any  of  his  predeceffors  orfucceffors. 

HAVING  made  it  appear^  as  I  fuppofc,  that  the  an- 
fcicnt  nobility  of  England  was  compofed  of  fuch  men  as 
had  been  ennobled  by  bearing  arms  in  the  defence  or  en* 
largement  of  the  (Commonwealth  ;  that  the  dukes,  earls, 
&c.  were  thofc  who  comrhanded  them ;  that  they  and 
their  dependents  received  lands  for  fuch  fervices,  under 
an  obligation  of  continuing  to  render  the  like,  and  ac- 
cording to  their  feveral  degrees  and  proportions,  to  pro* 
vide  and  maintain  horfes,  arms,  and  men,  for  the  famo 
tifes ;  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  they  were  fuch  gentle^ 
Inen,  and  lords  of  manors,  as  we  how  call  commoners^ 
together  with  the  freeholders,  and  fuch  as  in  war  were 
found  moft  able  to  be  their  leaders.  Of  thefe  the  mic- 
klegcmots,  wittenagemots,  and  other  public  aflembliesn 
did  coniift ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  afliga 
the  names  and  rights  of  duke,  earl,  and  vifcount,  which 
were  names  of  offices,  to  thofc  who  have  not  the  offices^ 
and  are  no- way  fit  for  them.  If  our  author  therefore 
had  faid,  that  fuch  as  thefe,  who  had  always  compofed 
the  great  councils  of  our  nation,  had,  in  favour  of  Henry 
the  Firft,  beftowed  the  crown  upon  him,  as  they  had 
done  upon  his  father  and  brotlier,  I  (hoiiid  agree  with 
Kim  :  but  it  is  the  utmoft  extravagance  to  fay,  that  he, 
H  h  2  ^'^ 
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who  had  neither  tide  nor  poffcffioiii  (hould  ^vc  the 
power  to  thofc  who  had  always  been  in  the  poQcfTionof 
it,  and  excrcifcd  it  in  giving  to  him  whatfiKver  he  hmd. 
But  I  mod  wonder  he  ihould  fo  far  forget  himfelf,  lo 
call  this  Henry  a  ufurper,  and  dctra^ft  from  the  validity 
of  his  a6Js,  bccaufe  he  had  no  title;  whereas  there  nei- 
ther is,  watj  or  can  be,  a  afurpcr,  if  there  be  any  trutJi 
ill  htsdo£irine:  for  he  plainly  tells  us,  wc  aic  only  tii, 
look  to  the  pomer^  und  not  at  all  to  the  means  and  ways 
by  which  It  i« obtained;  and  making  no  difTcrence  be- 
tween a  king  and  a  tyrant,  enjoins  an  equal  fubmifrion 
to  the  commands  of  both*  If  this  were  only  a  flip  of  his 
pen,  and  he  did  really  take  this  Henry  to  be  a  ufurpcr, 
bccaufe  he  had  not  a  good  title,  I  fhould  defire  to  know 
the  marks  by  which  a  lawful  king  is  diftinguilhed  from  a 
ufurper,  and  in  what  a  juft  title  does  confift.  If  he  place 
it  in  an  heredttary  fucccfllon,  wc  ought  to  be  informed^ 
whether  this  right  muft  be  deduced  from  one  univerfal 
lord  of  mankind,  or  from  a  particular  lord  of  every  peo- 
ple: if  from  the  univerfal  lord,  the  fame  defcent  that 
gives  him  a  right  to  the  dominion  of  any  one  country, 
cnflavcs  the  whole  world  to  him:  if  from  the  particular 
lord  of  one  place,  proof  muft  be  given  how  he  came  to 
be  fo  :  for  if  there  was  a  defedt  in  the  fir  ft,  it  can  never 
be  repaired,  and  the  pofleflion  is  no  more  than  a  con- 
tinued ufurpation.  But  having  already  proved  the  ab- 
furdity  of  any  pretence  to  either,  I  ftiall  forbear  the  repe- 
tition, and  only  fay,  that  if  the  courfc  of  fucceflion  may 
never  be  juftly  interrupted,  the  family  of  Meroveus 
xould  not  have  had  any  right  to  the  crown  of  France ; 

Pepin 
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9^n  was  a  ufuiper,  if  it  muft  for  ever  have  continued  in 
tiie  defcendents  of  Meroveus ;  and  Hugh  Capet  could  have 
no  title,  if  the  race  of  Pepin  might  not  be  dirpofleflfed. 
I  leave  our  author  to  difpute  this  point  with  the  king  of 
France;  and  when  he  has  fo  far  convineed  him.  that  he 
is  a  ufurper,  as  to  perfuadc  him  to  refign  his  crown  to 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  claiming  from  Pharamond,  or  to 
that  of  Lorrain,  as  defcended  from  Pepini  I  can  give 
him  half  a  dozen  more  knots,  which  wtU  not  be  with 
lefs  difficulty  untied,  and  which,  indead  of  eftablifh^ig 
the  titles  of  fuch  kings  as  are  known  to^us,  will  overthrow 
them  all,  unlefs  a  right  be  given  to  ufurpation,  or  the 
confent  of  a  people  do  confer  it^ 

But  if  there  be  fuch  a  thing  as  a  ufurper,  and  a  rule 
by  which  men  may  judge  of  ufurpation,  it  is  not  only 
lawful,  but  nccefTary,  for  us  to  examine  the  titles  of  fuch 
as  go  under  the  name  of  kings,  that  we  may  know  whe- 
ther they  are  truly  fo  or  not,  left  through  ignorance  we 
chance  to  give  the  veneration  and  obedience  that  is  due 
to  a  king,  to  one  who  is  not  a  king,  and  deny  it  to  him, 
who  by  an  uninterruptible  line  of  dcfcent  is  our  natural 
lord,  and  thereby  prefer  the  worft  of  men,  and  our  moft 
bitter  enemy,  before  the  perfon  we  ought  to  look  upon  as 
our  father :  and  if  this  prove  dangerous  to  one  or  more 
kings,  it  is  our  author's  fault,  not  mine. 

If  there  be  no  ufurper,  nor  rule  of  diftinguifliing  him 
firom  a  lawful  prince,  Filmcr  is  the  worft  of  all  triflera 
and  impoftors,  who  grounds  his  aiguments  in  the  nu>ft 
ferious  matters  upon  what  he  efteems  to  be  ialfe ;  but 
the  tnfth  is,  he  feems  to  have  (et  himfclC  ;a^\ti^  Vwxxcofik.-^ 
H  h  3  ^^ 
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nitr  and  common  frnfe,  as  much  as  agamft  bw  and  vir-^ 
toe :  and  if  he  who  fo  fn*qucntly  contradl<34  litmrdfp  car> 
be  faid  to  mcaji  any  thing,  he  would  authorise  rapiac 
and  murdefj  and  perfuadc  iis  to  account  thote  to  be 
rightful  kings,  who,  by  treachery,  and  other  unjitft 
means,  ovcrEhrow  the  right  of  dcfccnt^  which  he  pre- 
tends to  cftccm  facrcd,  as  w^cll  as  the  Ubcrtics  of  nations^ 
which  by  better  judges  arc  thought  to  be  fo,  and  givca 
the  odious  name  of  ufurpation  to  the  advancement  of  one 
who  is  made  king  by  the  confent  of  a  willing  people* 

But  if  Henr)^  the  Firft  was  a  lifurper,  I  defire  to  know 
whether  the  fame  name  belongs  to  all  our  kings,  or  which 
of  them  dcfcrvcs  a  better,  that  we  may  underhand  whofc 
a6ts  ought  tp  be  reputed  legal,  and  to  whofe  defcent  we 
owe  veneration,  or  whether  we  arc  wholly  exempted 
from  all ;  for  I  cannot  fee  a  pofllbiliry  of  fixing  the  guilt 
of  ufurpation  upsn  Henry  the  Firfl,  without  involving 
many,  if  not  all  our  kings,  in  the  fame. 

If  his  title  was  not  aood,  bccaufo  his  brother  Robert 
was  ftill  living,  that  of  RuFiis  is  by  the  fame  reafon  over- 
thrown ;  and  William  t'rcii  father,  b(  ing  a  baftard, 
could  have  none.  This  fu'ida mental  defeat  could  never 
be  repaired ;  for  the  fuccelTors  could  inherit  no  more  than 
the  right  of  the  firft,  wl.icii  was  norhing.  Stephen  could 
deduce  no  title  cither  from  Norman  or  Saxon  ;  whatfoevcr 
Henry  the  Second  pretended  muft  be  from  his  mother 
Maud,  and  any  other  might  have  been  preferred  before 
her  as  well  as  he.  If  her  title  was  from  the  Normans,  it 
muft  be  void,  fincc  they  had  none,  and  the  Hory  of 
Edgdr  Athcling  is  too  impertinent  to  defervc  mention* 
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But|  however,  it  could  be  of  no  advantage  to  her:  (oi 
David  king  of  Scotland^  brother  to  his  mother,  from 
whoip  only  her  title  could,  be  derived,  was  then  alive 
with  his  fon  Henry,  who,  dying  not  long  after,  ieft 
three  (bns,  and  three  daughter,  whofe  pofterity,  being 
diftributed  into   many  faniilies  of  Scotland,  remains  Ui 
this  day ;  and,  if  proximity  of  blood  is  to  be  confidered^ 
ought  always  to  have  been  preferred  before  her,  and  her 
liefcendents,  unlefs  there  be  a  law,  that  gives  the  pre- 
ference to  daughters  before  fons.      What  right  foever 
^cniy  the  Second  had,  it  muft  necellarily  have  periflied 
with  him,  all  his  children  having  been  begotten  in  mani- 
feft  adultery,  on  Eleanor  of  Gafcony,  during  the  life  of 
J^ewis  king  of  France  her  firft  hufband:  and  nothing 
could  be  alledged  to  colour  the  budnefs,  but  a  difpenfa-* 
tion  from  the  pope  directly  againft  the  law  of  God,  and 
the  words  of  our  Saviour,  who  fays.      "  That  a  wife 
^*  cannot  be  put  away  unlefs  for  adultery;  and  he  that 
f*  marricth  her  tiiat  is  put  away,  committeth  adultery. '• 
The  pollution  of  this  fpring  is  not  to  be  cured ;  but, 
though  it  fhould  pais  unregarded,  no  one  part  of  the  fuc- 
i:effion  fmce  that  time  has  remained  intire.     John  was 
jMTcferred  before  Arthur  his  elder  brother's  fon:  Edwajrd 
the  Third  was  made  king  by  the  depofition  of  his  father  ; 
•  Henry  the  Fouth  by  that  of  Richard  the  J  Id.     If  the 
houfe  of  Mortimer  or  York  had  the  right,  Henry  the 
JVth,  Vth,  and  Vlth,  were  not  kings,  ani  all  who 
claim  under  them  have  no  title.     However  Richard  the 
Third  could  have  none ;  for  the  children  of  his  eldeft 
t>n>thei«  the  duke  of  Clarence  were  thwv  Ymtvg,-    "tVn; 
JJ  h  4  cYcSAwv 
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children  of  Edward  the  Fourth  may  be  fufpeflcd  of  bat- 
tardy  ;  and  though  it  may  have  been  othcrwifc,  yet  that 
matter  is  not  fo  ckar  as  things  of  fych  importance  ought 
to  be,  and  the  confcquence  may  reach  very  far,  &ir, 
though  that  fcruple  were  .removed,  it  Is  certain,  that 
Henry  the  VII  th  was  not  king  in  the  right  of  his  wifo-J 
Elizabeth  ;  for  he  reigned  before  and  after  her ;  and  for 
his  other  titles,  we  may  believe  Philip  dc  Comminc^ 
who  fayjj*  *'  He  had  neither  cmfs  nor  pilct"  If  | 
Henry  the  Eighth  had  a  nght  in  himfelf,  or  from  hii 
mother,  he  Oiould  have  reigned  immediately  after  her 
death,  which  he  never  pretended,  nor  to  fuccecd  till  hit 
father  was  dead,  thereby  acknowledging  he  had  no  right 
but  from  him,  unlcfs  the  parliament  and  people  can  give 
it.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  his  children,  Mary  c^ould 
have  no  title,  if  ftie  was  a  baftard,  begotten  in  incefl; 
but  if  her  mothcfs  marriage  was  good,  and  (he  legiti- 
mate, Elizabeth  could  have  none. 

Tct  all  thefe  were  lawful  kings  and  queens ;  their  ads 
continue  in  force  to  this  day  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  : 
thf.  parliament  and  people  made  them  to  be  fo,  when  they 
ha4  no  other  title.  The  parliament  and  people  therefore 
have  the  power  of  making  kings  r  thofe  who  are  fo  made 
are  not  ufurp^rs  j  we  have  had  none  but  fuch  for  more 
than  feven  hundred  ypars.  They  were  therefore  lawful 
kings,  or  this  nation  has  ha4  pone  in  all  that  time ;  and 
if  pur  author  like  this  conclufion,   the  account  fron^ 

•  Mem.  de  Commin. 
f     ^  Quin'tvoit  ni  croix,  ne  pille,  ni  nul  droi^  comme  je  croi,  ^  U 
0mifonac  d'Ajigletcnt,    Mcmcii*:t\i\icN\.  c.  ^, 
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ffhence  !t  is  drawn  may  without  difficulty  be  carried  at 
high  as  our  Englifh  hiftories  do  reach. 

Thts  being  built  upon  the  fteady  foundation  of  law, 
htftory,  and  rcafon,  is  not  to  be  removed  by  any  man'*' 
opinion  ;  cfpecially  by  one,  accompanied  with  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  as  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  in,  during  tho4aft 
years  of  his  life :  and  there  is  fomething  of  ba(enefs»  at 
well  as  prevarication,  in  turning  the  words  of  an  eminent 
perfon,  reduced  to  great  'dffficulties;  to  a  fenfc  no  way 
agreeing  with  his  former  actions  or  writings,  and  no  left 
tending  to  impair  his  reputation  than  to  deceive  others. 
Our  author  is  highly  guilty  of  both,  in  citing  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  to  invalidate  the  great  charter  of  our  liberties,  at 
*<  begun  by  ufurpation,  and  (hewed  to  the  world  by  re- 
**  bellion  ;'*  where*»s  no  fuch  thing,  nor  any  thing  like  it 
in  word  or  principle,  can  be  found  in  the  works  that  de** 
ferve  to  go  under  his  name.  The  dialogue  in  queftion, 
with  fome  other  fmall  pieces  publilhed  after  his  death,  de- 
fervc  to  be  eAeemed  fpurious :  or  if,  from  a  defire  of 
life,  when  he  knew  his  head  lay  under  the  ax,  he  wat 
brought  to  fay  things  no  way  agreeing  with  what  he  had 
formerly  profeifed,  they  ought  rather  to  be  buried  in  ob- 
livion, than  produced  to  blemifh  his  memory.  But,  that 
the  public  caufe  may  not  fuffer  by  his  fault,  it  is  conve- 
nient the  world  (hould  be  informed,  that  though  he  was  a 
well  qualified  gentleman,  yet  his  morals  were  no  way 
exad,  as  appears  by  his  dealings  with  the  brave  carl  of 
Effex.  And  he  was  fo  well  affiftcd  in  his  **  hiftory  of  the 
<*  world,"  that  an  ordinary  man,  with  the  fame  helps, 
inight  have  performed  the  fame  ttungs.    ll«.\&yKX  ^>^v 
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it  to  be  accounted  ftrangc,  if  that  i^hich  he  writ  by  htfHT» 
fclf  had  tlic  tindurc  of  another  fjpirit,  when  he  was  de- 
prived of  that  alTiilaQce,  though  his  life  had  not  depended 
upon  the  will  of  the  prince,  and  1^  had  ncvtf  faid,  That 
f '  *  the  bondg  of  fubjctis  to  their  kings  ihoutd  always  bf 
*'  wrought  out  of  iron,  and  thofe  of  kii^  to  their  fubf 
ff  jcd*  out  of  cobwebs." 


1  E  C  T,    xxxr. 

J^ree  nations  have  a  right  of  meetings  when  and  wherf 
they  pleafey  unlefi  thfy  deprive  themf elves  of  it. 


'  A  PERVERTED  judgment  always  leads  men  Into  a 
wrong  way,  and  perfuades  them  to  believe,  that  thofe 
things  favour  their  caufc,  that  utterly  overthrow  it.  For 
a  proof  of  this,  I  defirc  our  author's  words  may  be  con- 
(idcrcd.  "In  the  former  parliaments,"  fays  he,  "  in(li>- 
*•  tutcd  and  continued  fince  Henr}'  the  Firft's  time,  is  not 
•*  to  be  found  the  ufige  of  any  natural  liberty  of  the  pech 
i^  pic  :  for  all  thofe  liberties  that  are  claimed  in  parltj^ 
•**  menti  arc  liberties  of  grace  from  the  king,  and  not  the 
'**  liberties  of  nature  to  the  people  :  for  if  the  liberty  were 
'**  natural,  it  would  give  power  unto  the  multitude  u^ 
**  affemble  themfclves  when  and  where  they  pleafed, 
"  to  bcftow  the  fovercignty,  and  by  pactions  to  limit  and 
^«  diredl  the  cxcrcife  of  it."  And  I  fay,  that  nations, 
.being  naturally  free,  may  meet,  when  and  wjicre   th«y 

'     i*  i^-c  SU-  \V,  R^\^Hs  t^lftlc  iQ  king  ]amcs. 
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pleafe  ;  may  difpofe  of  the  fovereignty,  and  may  diredl  or 
limit  the  cxercifc  of  it,  unlefs  by  their  own  aft  they  hav^ 
deprived  themfelvcs  of  that  right :  and  there  could  ncvcjf 
have  been  a  lawful  affenibly  of  any  people Jn  the  world^ 
if  they  had  not  had  that  power  in  themfelvcs.     It  was 
proved  in  the  preceding  fedion,  that  all  our  kings,  having 
no  title,  were  no  more  than  what  the  nobility  and  pcopljp 
made  them  to  I  j ;  diat  they  could  have  no  power  tut 
what  was  given  to  them,  and  could  confer  none  except 
what  iJ;cy  had  received.     If  they  can  therefore  call  par- 
liaments, the  power  of  calling  them  muft  have  been  given 
to  them,  and  could  not  be  given  by  any  who  hjfd  it  not 
in  themfelvcs.     The   Ifraelites   met  together,  and  chofc 
Ehud,  Gideon,  Samfon,  Jephtha,  and  others,  to  be  their 
leaders,  whom  dicy  judged  fit  to  deliver  them  from  their 
enemies.     By  the.  fame  right  they  aflembled  at  Mifpeth, 
to  make  war  againft  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  when  jufticc 
was  denied  to  be  done  againil  thofc  wiio  had  villainouflyr 
abufed  die  Levite's  concubine.     |n  the  like  manner,  they 
would  have  made  Gideon  king,  but  he  refufed.     In  the 
fame  place  they  met,  and  chofe  Saul  to  be  their  king. 
He  being  dead,  the  men  of  Judah  affembied  themfelves, 
gnd  anointed  Qavid  :  not  long  after,  all  the  tribes  met  at 
Hebron,  made  a  contract  with  him,  and  received  him  as 
Ihtir  king.     In  the  fame  manner,  though  by  Wiurfecoun- 
fcl,  they  made  Abfalom  king.      And  the  like  was  sU- 
tempted  in  favour  of  Sheba  the  fon  of  Bichri,  though  they 
then  had  a  king  chofen  by  themfelvcs.    WHen  they  found 
theiniclves  oppreded  by  the  tributes  that  had  been  laid 
-upon  dxam  by  £tol(>mp^  they  oietat  ShediVms  ixv^\^vqi^ 
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difpleafed  with  RchoboamV  anfwcr  to  their  eomplainc 
ten  of  the  tribes  made  Jeroboam  king.  Jehu,  and  all  tl: 
other  king*  of  Ifrae!,  whether  good  or  tmdt  had  no  1 
title  than  wns  conferred  upon  them  by  flic  prcvailin 
part  of  the  people ;  which  could  not  have  given  ihcm  any | 
unlcfs  they  had  met  trg^ether  ;  nor  meet  tc^cihcr  wiihouC 
the  eonfent,  and  agalnft  the  will  of  thofe  that  reigned, 
unlcfs  the  power  had  been  in  themfclves. 

Where  governments  are  more  exa^ly  regulated,  the 
power  of  judging  when  it  Is  Bt  to  call  the  fetiate  or  people 
together,  is  referred  to  one  or  more  magiftrafes ;  as  in 
Rome  to  the  conf^lsor  tribunes,  in  Athens  to  the  archons, 
and  in  Thebes  to  the  Boeotarches :  but  none  of  them 
could  have  thcfc  powers,  unlefs  they  had  been  given  by 
thof:;  who  advanced  them  to  the  magiftracics  to  which 
they  were  annexed  ;  nor  could  they  have  been  fo  annexed, 
if  thofe  who  created  them  had  not  had  the  right  in  thcm- 
fclvcs.  If  thefe  officers  ncgled^cd  their  duty  of  calling 
fuch  aflemblies  when  the  public  affairs  required,  people 
met  by  their  own  authority,  and  punilhed  the  perfon,  or 
abrogated  the  magiftracy,  as  appears  in  the  cafe  of  the 
decemviri,  and  many  others  that  might  be  alledged,  if 
the  thing  were  not  to  plain  as  to  need  no  further  proof. 
The  rcafon  of  this  is,  that  they  who  inftitute  a  magiftracy, 
bcft  know  whether  the  end  of  thj  inftitution  be  rightly 
purfued  or  not :  and  all  juft  magiftracies  being  the  fame 
in  elTence,  though  differing  in  form,  the  fame  right  muft 
perpetually  belong  to  thofe  who  put  the  fovereign  power 
into  the  hands  of  one,  a  few,  or  many  men,  which  is 
-irhat  our  author  calls  ihe  difpofal  of  the    fovcreignty. 
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Thuft  the  Romans  did  when  they  created  kings  confuls, 
military  tribunes,  di£lator8|  or  decemviri :  and  it  had 
been  moft  ridiculous  to  fay,  that  thofe  officers  gave  au- 
thority to  the  people  to  meet  and  chufe  them  ;  for  they 
nrho  are  chofcn  are  the  creatures  of  thofe  who  chufc,  and 
arc  nothing  more  than  others  till  they  are  chofen.  The 
laft  king  of  Sweden,  Charles  Guftavus  told  a  gentleman 
who  was  ambaflfador  there,  that  the  Swedes  having  made 
him  king,  when  he  was  poor,  and  had  nothing  in  the 
world,  he  had  but  one  work  to  do,  which  was  fo  to  reign, 
that  they  might  never  repent  the  good  opinion  they  had 
conceived  of  him.  They  might  therefore  meet,  and  did 
meet  to  confer  the  fovereignty  upon  him,  or  he  could  ne- 
ver have  had  it :  for  though  the  kingdom  be  hereditary 
to  males  or  females,  and  his  mother  was  fifter  to  the 
great  Guflavus,  yet  having  married  a  (Iranger  without  the 
confent  of  the  eftates,  fhe  performed  not  the  condition 
upon  which  women  are  admitted  to  the  fucceflfion ;  and 
thereby  falling  from  her  right,  he  pretended  not  to  any« 
The  a£t  of  his  eledion  declares  he  had  none,  and  gives 
the  crown  to  him,  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  with  this 
farther  declaration,  that  the  benefit  of  his  eleiSlion  Ihould 
no- way  extend  to  his  brother  prince  Adolphus ;  and  it  is 
confcflfed  by  all  the  Swedifli  nation,  that  if  the  king  now 
reigning  (hould  die  without  children,  the  eftatcs  would 
proceed  to  a  new  eledtion. 

It  is  rightly  obfcrvcd  by  our  author,  that  if  the  people 
might  meet,  and  gwe  the  fovereign  power,  they  might 
alfo  d\Tc6\  and  limit  it ;  for  they  did  meet  in  this  and 
other  countries^  they  did  confer  to  the  ibvereign  power. 
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ihcf  did  HmU  nnff  direct  the  cKercife ;  and  the  laws  of 
tach  people  fhcw  in  what  manner  and  rorafurc  it  is  ciPcff 
where  done*     Thi^  is  as  ccrrim  in  rehfbn  to  kings,  as 
any  othe#  mngiftrarfs.     The  camnrrfTion  of  the  Romaii 
difetnrs  was,  to  tiVr  cnrc   "  *that  the  commonwealth 
*'  might  receive  no  detriment/'     The  fame  was  fomc- 
timcs  given  to  the  eonrds:  king  Offa's  confclBon,  that  he 
#as  m^dc  khig  "  t  to  prefer ve  the  publir  libeny,"  cit* 
prefles  the  fame  thing  :  and  Charles  Gntlavus,  who  ft  id 
he  had  no  other  work,  than  tn  govern  in  Aich  a  manncfi'^ 
that  they  who  had   made  him  king  m!|jht  nnt  repent; 
flic  wed  there  WAS  a  rule  which  he  Qond  obliged  to  follow, 
and  an  end  which  he  was  to  procure,  that  he  might  me- 
rit and  prcferve  their  good  opinion.     Th'^  power  of  con* 
fcrring  the  fovcreignty  was  cxercifed  in  France  by  thofe 
who  made   Merovcus  king,   in  the  prejudice  of  the  two^ 
grandchildren  of  Pharamnnd,  fons  to  Clodion ;  by  thofc 
who  exchided  his  race,  and  gave  the  crown  to  Pepin  ;  hf 
thofe  who  depofcd  Lewis  Ic  Debonair,  and  Charles  le 
Gros;  by  thofe  who  brojght  in  rive  kings,  that  were  ei- 
ther baftards  or  ftrangers,  bct\\  ecn  him  and  Charles  1c 
Simple ;  by  thofe  who  rejecled  h's  race,  and  advanced 
Hugh  Cipct  ;  by  thofe  who  maJe  Henry  the  Fir  t   king; 
to  the  prejudice  of  Robert  his  elder  brother,  and  continued 
the  crown  in  the  race  of  Henry  for  ten  generations,  wliitft 
the  defcendents  of  Rohert  were  only  dukes  of  E^irgundy- 
The  like  was  done  in  Caflile  and  Arragon,  by  frequently 
preferring  the  younger  before  the  elder  brother  ;  the  -de^ 
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^cendents  of  females  before  thofe  of  the  male  line  in  th<! 
fame  degree ;  the  more  remote  in  blood  before  the  near^ft ; 
mnd  fometimes  baftards  before  the  ligitimate  ifliie.  The 
'fiime  was  done  in  England  in  relation  to  every  king,  fined 
the  coming  in  of  the  Normaris,  as  I  (hewed  in  the  laft 
fcdion,  and  other  places  of  this  work. 

That  they  who  gave  the  fovereignty,  might  alfo  cir- 
Cumfcribe  and  dired  it,  is  manifeft  by  the  fcveral  wayt 
of  providing  for  the  fucccflion  indituted  by  feveral  nations. 
Some  are  merely  elcftive,  as  the  empire  of  Germany,  and 
the  kingdom  of  Poland,  to  this  day;  the  kingdom  of 
Denmark  till  the  year  1660:  ti\at  of  Sweden  till  the  time 
of  Guftavus  Erifcon,  who  delivered  that  nation  from  the 
opprcflipn  of  Chriftiem  the  Second,  the  cruel  king  of  the 
Danes.  In  others  the  eleftion  was  confined  to  one  of 
more  families,  as  the  kingdom  of  the  Goths  In  Spain  to 
the  Balthei  and  Amalthei,  In  fome,  the  cldeft  man  of 
the  reigning  family  was  preferred  before  the  neareft,  as 
in  Scotland  before  the  time  of  Kcnnethus.  In  other 
places  the  neareft  in  blood  is  preferred  before  the  elder, 
if  more  remote.  In  fome,  no  regard  is  had  to  females, 
or  their  defcendents,  as  in  France  and  Turky.  In 
Others,  they  or  their  dcfcendentt  are  admitted,  either 
fimply,  as  well  as  males ;  or  under  a  condition  of  marry- 
ing in  the  country,  or  with  the  confent  of  the  cftates,  as. 
in  Sweden.  And  no  other  reafon  can  be  given  for  this 
almoft  infinite  variety  of  conftitutions,  than  that  they 
who  made  them  would  have  it  To  ;  which  could  not  be, 
ff  God  and  nature  had  appointed  one  general  rule  for  all 
nations.     For  in  that  cafe,  the  kingdom  of  Fc^tvc^  xciv^^X. 
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he  dc^ivi*,  at  wdt  as  that  of  ¥dUni  and  the  eto^ift  } 
Of  tlic  cm  pile  aod  Fobnd  hcrcditanr,  as  that  of  France  ? 
datighicn  iRu^  fuccced  in  FraxKc,  as  well  as  in  EngUndf 
Of  be  cxcludcti  in  England,  as  in  France ;  and  he  ibal 
Wfmld  eflabti^  one  as  the  ordinance  of  God  and  naturCf 
muil  iKceflarily  overthrow  all  the  reft. 

A  ftrther  eitcrcifc  of  natural  liberty  of  nations  is  diC. 
covered  in  the  fcveral  limitattons  put  upon  the  CoYtttlgn 
power.  Some  kingSj  fays  Grotius  *$  have  the  **  fummum 
**  ifTTpcrmm  fummo  modo  ;*'  othcn»  "  modo  non  fum- 
^^  mo  :'*  and  amongA  thofe  that  are  under  limitatianSv 
the  degrees,  as  to  more  or  lefs,  are  almoft  infinifc^  as  I 
have  proved  already  hy  the  example  of  Arragon,  ancient 
Germany,  the  Saxon  kings,  the  Normans,  the  kings  of 
Caftile,  the  prcfent  empire,  with  divers  others.  And  I 
may  fafcly  fay,  that  the  ancient  government  of  France 
was  much  of  the  fame  nature  to  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Vllth,  and  Lewis  the  XltJi  ;  but  the  work  of  emanci- 
pating themfclvcs  ^s  they  call  it,  begun  by  them,  is  now 
brought  to  perfection  in  a  boundlefs  elevation  of  th^ 
king's  greatnefs  and  riches,  to  the  unfpeakable  mifery  of 
llie  people. 

It  were  a  folly  to  think  this  variety  proceeds  from  the 
conceflions  of  kings,  who  naturally  delight  in  power,  and 
1  ate  that  which  croffes  their  will.  It  might  with  more 
rcafon  be  imagined,  that  the  Roman  confuls,  who  were 
brought  up  in  liberty,  who  had  contradted  a  love  to  their 
country,  and  were  contented  to  live  upon  an  equal  foot 
with  tl:cir  fellow- citizens,  (hould  confine  the  power  of 

•  Dc  jur.  bc!\  &  pac 

their 


GOVERNMENT.  489 

their  tn^iflracy  to  a  year  ;  or  that  the  dukes  of  Venice 
ihould  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  power  to  the  "  coun- 
*'  cil  of  ten**  to  punifti  them  capitally,  if  they  tranfgrcflcd 
the  laws,  than  that  kings  (faiould  put  fuch  fetters  upon 
their  power,  which  they  fo  much  abhor;  or  that  they^ 
would  fuffcr  them,  if  they  could  be  cafily  broken.  If 
any  one  of  them  fliould  prove  fo  moderate,  like  Trajan,  to 
command  the  prefect  of  the  t^rxtoriari  guard  to  ufe  th^ 
(word  for  him,  if  he  governed  well ;  and  againft  him  if 
he  did  not ;  it  would  foon  be  refcinded  by  his  fiicccflbr : 
the  law  which  has  no  other  ftrength  than  the  slQ  of  one 
xnan,  may  be  annulled  by  another.  So  that  nothing 
docs  more  certainly  prove,  that  the  laws  madfc  in  feveral 
countries  to  reflrain  the  power  of  kings,  and  varioufly  to 
difpofe  of  the  fucccflion,  are  not  from  them,  than  the  fre- 
quent examples  of  their  fury;  who  have  expofed  tHcm- 
iirlves  to  the  greateft  dangers,  and  brought  infinite' rnife* 
rips, upon  the  pec^le,  through  tlie  dedre  of  breaking 
them.  It  muft  therefore  fee  conclndeSi  that  nations 
have  power  o^,mectiAg  together,  and  of  conferring,  tf- 
yn^ting,  and  diredling  the  (ov^reignty;  or  all  muft  be 
grounded  upon  moft  manifeft  injufticc!  and  ufurpation. 

No  .man  can  have  a  power  o'ver  a  nation  otherwHe 
,than  «*de  jure,"  or  **  dc  fadto.'"  He  who  pretendt  Id 
,have  a  power  '«  de  jure,"  muft  prove  that  it  is  originally 
inherenMn  fiiih,  or  his  predeceflbf,  from  whom  he  in* 
hcrits ;  or  that  Tt  was  juftly  acquired  by  him.  The*  va- 
nity of  an^' pretence 'to  an  original  right  appear  fufficient- 
ly,  t  ifio»e,  from  the  proofs  already  given,  tliat  the  firft 
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fathers  of  mankind  had  it  not  ^  or  If  they  had,  no  miS 
couJd  now  inherit  the  fame,  there  being  na  mm  able  fo 
make  good  the  genealogy  that  fhould  give  him  n  right  to 
the  fucccffinn-  Befidesj  the  facility  we  htve  of  proving' 
the  bcpimings  of  all  the  femillcs  that  rdgn  among  us, 
make&  it  as  abfurd  for  any  of  them  to  pretend  a  pcrpetud 
right  to  dominion^  as  for  any  citizen  of  London,  whofe 
parenti  and  birA  we  know,  to  fay  he  is  the  very  man 
Noah,  who  lived  in  the  time  rf  the  flood,  and  is  no^ 
ioUT  or  five  thoufand  years  old* 

1 1  the  pow  CT  were  eonfrircd  on  him  tir  hh  pnedecrf- 
fots,  it  is  what  we  aik  ^  for  the  collation  can  be  of  nd 
value^  unlcfs  it  be  maac  by  thofe  \vbo  liad  a  right  to  do 
it;  and  the  oiiginal  right  by  defcent  failihg,  no  one  cart 
have  any  over  a  free  peo|4c  but  themfelvc&^  or  thoft  to 
whofn  ibcy  have  given  it. 

If  ac<)uifitfOTi  he  pretended,  It  U^c  fame  thrng  ;  for 
llierc  can  be  no  right  to  that  which  is  acqiiircd,  ui^e^ 
the  right  of  invading  be  proved;  and  that  being  done, 
nothing  can  be  acquired  except  what  belonged  to  the 
perfon  that  was  invaded,  and  that  only  by  him  who  had 
the  right  of  invading.  No  man  ever  did  or  coulcl  coff-- 
qurr  a  narioa  by  his  own  ftrcngth  ;  no  man  iher^fore 
could  ever  acquire  a  perfonal  right  over  any ;  aad1f  it 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  ihofc  who  made  the  cbnqucl^ 
^ich  him,  they  were  the  people  that  did  it.  itt  can  ho 
more  be  £tid  to  have  the  right  originally  in  and  from 
himfcif,  than  a  magltlrate  of  Rome  or  Athens  immcdi* 
-iXeli^  afrer  hi$  creation  ;  and  having  no  other  at  the  be- 
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^niung>  he  can  have  none  to  eternity ;  M  the  nature  of 
kinuft  refer  to  the  original^  iikI  caiMot  be  changed  by 
time. 

Whatfoever  therefore  proceeds  not  from  the  Confent  of 
the  peofAe,  muft  be  "  de  faflo^*  only,  that  i«V  voM  of  idl 
right ;  and  it  it  impoflible  thcoe  (hould  not  be  a  right  of 
dcftroying  ttiat  which  Is  grounded  upon  noci6 ;  aM  by 
the  fiune  rule  that  one  man  enjoys  what  he  gained  bjf 
violence^  another  may  talfe  it  from  htm.  C^rus  over- 
threw the  Aflyrians  and  Babyloniansi  Aleicaildet  the 
Medes  and  Perlians ;  and  if  they  had  no  rig(ht  6fmMtm 
War  upon  thofe  nattons,  the  nations  cotAd  nbf  Whave  t 
right  of  recovering  atl  that  htd  been  unjufHy  xslktti  frorii 
them»  and  avenging  the  evils  they  had  /nfiered.  If  dit 
caufe  of  the  war  was  originaHy  juft|  and  not  corrupted  bjr 
ikn  intemperate  ufe  of  the  vi£h>iyi  die  donqoeitd  peoplb 
was  perhaps  obKged  to  b6  quiet ;  but  Ae  oclnquerflig^ 
armies,  that  had  conferred  upon  their  generals  what  they 
had  taken  from  their  enemies,  mi^t  as  jufily  exped  an 
account  of  what  they  had  given^  and  that  it  (hould  be 
employed  according  to  the  intention  of  the  givers^  as  the 
.pec^  of  any  ci^  might  do  from  their  r^ul^rly  crciti^ 
snagifirates;  bccaufe  it  was  as  impoflible  for  Cyrus, 
/Alexander,  or  ^seiar,  to  gain  a  power  over  the  armies 
they  led|  widioot  their  confent,  as  for  Pericles,  Valerius, 
or  any  other  diiarmed  citizen,  to  gain  more  power  in 
dieir  nSfMmt  oMes  than  ws  voiunwll^  foflCarrii 
upoodMBk  And  1  Imow  no.odKr  diffimteefcetwew 
klngdoma  fa  ||»ftlii|it A  by  eonqum^  ««ifc«i^^aA  V>i^ 
:is«ie'elMiJMd  Ip  the  moft  <ic^\f  wgMM^^^^'^^ 
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llie  firft  ufdally  mcline  mort  to  wiir  and  %'ioleiiccr, 
iRtter  m  jyfttcc  aad  peace.     But  there  have  not 
Hinting  many  of  the  firft  fort  fcfpecbtly  the  natic 
coming  frum  tJ^e  nanh]  who  were  ao  lcf»  cxad  in  or- 
dainin^  that  which  tetidcd  to  ihc  iircfcTvation  of  liberty^] 
nor  Ids  fevert  in  f<x"ii>g  it  {»unSu»l]y  |»crfoTmc<i>  tha^] 
fhe  mofl  fcg^br  comnicnwcalths  thai  ever  were  in  ihf ) 
^rl«J,     And  it  cfl^  with  no  m^rc  reafon  be  prctcodeiJ|| 
ihat  the  Goths  received  ihcir  privileges  from  Alan  ari 
3'hc|»d<irk%  the  Fratics  from  Pharam^nd  or  Merovcu^ 
4A^i  ihe  trtglilh  frinn  Ina  or  Eihclrcd,  thin  that  the  H- 
bcit)  nf  4t]Kni  was  the  gift  of  Themirtoclcsor  Pericles^ 
Mlut  the  empire  of  Rome  prxiccedcd  from  the  liberality  of 
^rtJtiti  IT  Valciiys  and  that  tiie  conimonweahh  of  Ve- 
nice, at  chi«  day,  fublilb  hy  the  favayr  of  ttie  Contarlni 
m  Moretiius  which  muft  reduce  us  to  matter  of  tight, 
Jlitec  that  oi'  f^s^f  void, of  rights  ean  figni^  nothing. 
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TjW  p*%^rs  if  khgt  ^re  fo  varUui,  a^C9rding  U  the  wM- 
*    jlitHitms  wf  fiViffii  Jiatis^  thai  no  c9nfeqtiinVk  cdn  it 
,drmtuM  t§  tht  frtjuJiCi  or  mivantage'  tf  dny  oni'^^hTfy 
'^' Jfhtm  tJU ntme^  »••  *• 

^^tff '<)t>potition  to  what  is  above  &iii,iiBin^«lkdge  tiie 
^"^^ffie  #f  Mng)  as  if  there  were  a  chimi  in  the  wouL;  M^ 
•Mr  irtUhcr  feems^to  pat  more  weigkr  iqion.  it^.tiiMi  tj^e 
'rNt/&M(tuyhitiig|itoiu^^  A%AiaM^jMj 
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Tee  tbeic  is  no  efficacy  io  if,  and  thac  it^xmvep  no  ochqr 
«ight  than  what  particulsMr  nations  may  annex  to.it^  wjs 
are  (oconficler>  /  iv;    -'--'^ 

I.  That  the  moft  abiblute  princes  that  are  or,  have 
been%i  the  world,  never  had  ;the  name  of  kiqg ;  whereas 
it  has  been  frequently  given  to  Uiofe  whofc  powers  hts/^ 
been  very  much  reitraincd.  The  Cse&rs  weiTe  oevcf 
called  kings,  till  the  fixth  ag^  of  chriftiani^  y  the  f^dUl 
and  fiddan  of  £gypt  a^  Babyloiji,  die  .Grqtt  Ti\rk»  ^f 
cham  of  Taitary,  or  the  Great  Mogul,  gfff^  took  thai 
name,  or  any  other  of  the  feme  (ignificacioj;^  T"!^^^^ 
of  Mofcovy  has  it  not,  though  he  is  as  abfcdute  a  mp- 
narch,  and  his  people  a^  mifer^Ue  ilaves,  a^  any  iq^  the 
world.  On  the  other  fide,  tjbe  chief  magiftratf^  of  Rpme 
and  Athens  for  fomc  tivie,  thofe  of  Sp^urta^  .^.^ragoo^ 
Sweden,  Deninaric,  and  £ngland,  ^'  whp /coi^ld  do.no* 
.<<  thing  but  by  law,"  have  Ji>een  called  ^i)gs.  'JCl^ 
may  be  enough  to  fhew,  that  a  name  being  no  w^y  efler^- 
lial,  what  title  foever  is  give^  to  the  chief  m^ftrate,  he 
can  have  no  ot4)er  power  thai)  the  laws  and  cuftoms  o^ 
his  country  do  gjlv.e,  or  the  people  confer  upon  niip.    , 

a.  The  names  of  n)agrftrat^8  aise  often  chained,  thougji 

•  Che  power  continue  <to  be  the  fame ;  an4  the  po>r(;r&  aj^ 

fometimes  altered  thougi>   the  naipe  reaiain.      Whep 

'  Ofiavijas  Cxfar,  by  the  force  of  a  mad  corrupted  ibl- 

4iery,  had  overthrown  all  law  ^nd  right,  he.,fqp|L  op 

^  other  tkh  in  relation  to  military  af&irs:  than  that  of 

"  impcrator,"  which  in  the  time  of  liberty  was  by  the 

japnies  uften  given  to  prxtors  and  confuls :  in  civil  mat- 

I  i  3  tcrs 
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fcr^  he  #.ti,  li  he  prtf^nfM,  •  content  with  the  power  of  i 

tritvune  ;  and  the  liJtc  wa^  fjbfcrvcd  in  his  foceeiforf  who 

to  m?w-inventcd  ufurpation^,  **  gave  old  ifnj   approved 

"  mmc»**-  t    On  the  other  fide,  tlmic  titles  nrhich  have 

tweti  rendered  odlaui  tnd  eieccrabte  by  the  violcnl  exvt^ 

efft  of  an  abfolute  powcr^  are  fomctimet  made  (mpulir 

by  iTwjdfrrirc  Umltatlan*;  as  in  Gcrmim%  whf^re,  though 

the  monarchy  feem  to  be  at  well  t^mptrt^d  ai  any,  th# 

prlneet  retain  the  fame  names  of  **  Imperator,  Cmfrnw^** 

and  *'  Aiigufhiij"  tn  tht^fc  had  doncj  who  by  the  esceft 

of  tl^ir  rage  %nd  fury  hid  defolated  and  coirypted  the  beft 

j^ait  of  the  world. 

Snmttimes  the  ntme  t»  c!iang«^,  thmigfi  the  power  Iti 
alt  refperti  conrinue  to  be  the  fame-  The  lords  of  Caf* 
llle  had  for  many  agei  no  other  title  than  tlat  of  count ; 
and  i^hcti  the  nobility  and  people  thoughr  good*  th^ 
changtd  it  to  that  of  king,  without  any  addition  to  the 
power"  I 

Thn  fovrreipn  m:<giftrate  in  Poland  was  called  duke 
till  wiljgn  the  laft  two  himdr<x!  years,  when  they  gave 
the  tittr  of  king  to  one  of  the  J agel Ian  family  i  which 
title  ha*  coiitined  to  this  day,  though  without  any  change 
in  the  nature  of  fhc  mai^iRracy,  And  I  prefume,  no  wife 
man  will  tMnk^  that  if  the  Vcneti-jns  fhould  give  tte 
name  of  king  to  their  duke,  it  could  confer  any  other 
poffrr  upon  hint,  than  he  has  already,  ynkf«  motr  llmuld 
>e  eonlHtrd  by  the  aothofiry  of  the  great  council. 

•    tl^k^iOai  ^n^a«tr  cfiM^tfiiKf.     C    TMtl»  ♦  C  T#d**         ^ 
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3^  The  fame  panKs  which  in  fooie  places  denote  die 
jfifSfone  inagiftrac]rf  in  others  are  fubordioate,  or  merely 
ilituUur..  In  England,  France,  and  Spain,  duket  and 
icarls  ax^  fubjr£b :  in  Qermany»-4he  ek^rs  aqd  priiM^s 
who  are  called  bj  tt^oip  names  are  little  left  thap  jToye* 
reigns ;  9i|d  the  dukes  of  Savoy,  Ttt^cai^,  Mufcovy,  a|i(l 
others,  acknowledge  i>o  fupcripr,  as  well  ^»  dipfe  of 
Poland  and  C^^He  ^d  none,  when  fhejr  wen^  uifder 
thofe  titles.  The  fame  may  be  (aid  of  l^iQgs.  $ome  are 
fubje.d  to  ^  foreign  power,  as  divers  of  them  were  ftt)>* 
f,c&  fo  die  Periian  and  Babyloniltn  moqarchsj  who  for 
t^at  i^afon  were  called  the  kings  of  king;.  $ome  alfo 
;ire  tributaries ;  and  when  the  Spaniards  6r(i  lai>ded  in 
America,  thp  great  kings  of  Nfexieo  and  Peru  had  mai|y 
others  under  them^  Thrcefcore  and  ten  kings  gathered 
up  meat  under  the  table  of  Adonihezeck.  The  Romans 
had  many  kings  depending  upon  them.  Herod  ai^d  thofe 
of  his  race  were  of  this  number;  and  the  difputc  between 
him  and  his  fons  Ariftobulus  and  Alexander,  wais  to  be 
determined  by  them ;  neither  durfl  he  d^ide  the  matter 
till  it  was  referred  to  him.  But  a  right  of  appeal  did  ftili 
remain,  as  appears  by  the  cafe  of  St,  P^iul,  when  Agrippa 
was  king.  The  kings  of  Mauritania  from  the  tim^  of 
Mafinillay  were  under  the  like  dependence:  Jugurtha 
went  to  Rome  to  juftify  himfclf  for  the  death  of  Micipfa: 
jfuba  was  commanded  by  the  Homan  magiftratcs,  Scipio, 
Pctreius,  and  Afranius:  another  Juba  was  made  king  of 
the  &me  country  by  Auguftus,  and  Tiridates  of  Armenia 
by  Nero;  and  infinite  examples  of  this  naturjcmay  be 
j41cdged.  Moreover,  their  powcrt  vc  va\\<svj&3  xt^^ 
114  \?^^^^ 
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JiitcJ,  according  to  the  variety  of  tempers  in  nations *and 
ages.  Some  have  reflniined  the  powers  that  by  cKpeft- 
cncc  were  found  to  he  exorhiunt ;  others  have  dlfhWcd 
the  bonds  that  were  laid  bpon  them  :  and  laws  relating  to 
the  infiitiidon^  abrogation^  cnlargcmcntj  or  re{lTi<!lion  of 
the  regal  power,  wouM  be  utterly  infignificfint,  if  this 
could  not  be  dope.  But  fueh  laws  are  of  no  efPtdV  m  any 
other  country  than  where  they  arc  road^^  The  lives  of 
the  Spartans  did  not  depend  upon  the  will  of  Agcfilaus  or 
Lconidas,  bceaiifc  Nfbych^Jdonoror  could  kill  or  fave 
whom  he  picafed ;  and  though  the  king  of  Morocco  may 
ftab  his  fubjcfls,  throw  them  to  the  lions,  or  hang  them 
upon  tenterhop^s;  yet  a  ting  of  Poland  would  probably 
be  called  to  ?  fevcfC  account^  if  he  (hould  unjaftly  kill  ^ 
iingle  man. 


SECT-       XXKHK  ^.JT 
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Th  Uherty  ofafr^fle  is  the  gift  of  Gsd  and  naiun^ 

\f  anj^  tpan  aflc,  how  nations  come  to  have  the  power 
of  doing  th^fe  things,  i  anfwcr,  that  liberty  being  onfj 
^n  exemption  from  the  dominion  of  another,  the  qucRion 
ought  not  to  be,  how  a  rtation  can  come  to  be  free,  but 
how  a  man  comes  to  have  a  dominion  over  it;  for  till 
fhc  right  of  dominion  be  proved  and  juftifjed,  liberty  fub- 
fifls,  as  ^rif^ng  from  the  nature  and  being  of  j  man, 
fcrlullian,  fpcaking  of  the  emperors,  fays,  *'  ab  co  im^ 
"  perium^  a  quo  fpiritus  ,*'  and  vic^  taking  man  in  hi* 
'  ''  ■  firlt 


1 


COVERKMENT.  4^7 

firft  condidon,  may  juftly  fay/"ab  co  libcrtas,  ^  qup 
«'  fpiritus ;"  for  no  man  can  owe  more  than  he  has  rc- 
ecivtd.  The  creature  havfaig  nothing,  and  being  no- 
thtog  but  what  the  Creator  makes  him,  muft  owe  all  to 
him,  and  nothing  to  any  one  from  whom  he  has  received 
noth'ng.  Man  therefore  muft  be  naturally  free,  unlefii 
he  be  created  by  another  power  than  we  have  yet  heard 
rf.  The  obedience  due  to  parents  arifes  from  hence,  hi 
that  they  iarfc  the  Inftruments  of  oUr  gcneratiofi ;  and  we 
are  inftru6tcd  by  the  light  of  rea(bn,  that  we  ought  td 
make  great  returns  to  thofe  from  whom  under  God 
we  have  received  all-  When  they  die,  we  are  Acir 
heirs,  we  enjoy  the  fame  rights,  and  devolve  the  fame  to 
our  pofterity.  God  only,  'who  confers  this  right  upon 
us,  can  deprive  us  of  it:  and  we  can  no  way  underiland 
that  he  does  fo,  unlcfs  he  had  fo  declared  by  exprefs  rc^ 
velation,  or  had  fct  fome  diftinguifting  marks  of  domi- 
nion and  fubjedion  upon  men ;  and,  as  an  ingenious 
perfon  not  long  fince  faid,  caufcd  fome  to  be  born  with 
crowns  upon  their  heads,  and  all  others  with  faddles  upon 
their  backs.  This  liberty  therefore  muft  continue,  till  it^ 
fee  cither  forfeited,  or  willingly  refigned.  The  forfeiture 
is  hardly  comprchenfible  in  a  multitude,  that  is  not  en- 
tered into  any  fociety ;  for  as  they  are  all  equal,  and 
•'  •  equals  can  have  no  right  over  each  other,"  no  man 
can  forfeit  any  thing  to  one,  who  can  juftly  dems^nd  no^ 
thing,  unlefs  it  may  be  by  perfonal  injury,  which  is 
fiofhing  to  this  cafe ;  becaufc  where  there  it  no  fociety, 

*  ?^  In  ptrcxB  nan  kabet  ivperium. 

one 


It  will  be  no  Icfs  djfiicult  to 
fubfcrvicnt  to  our  author  s  purpc 
rcfigo  thcif  liberty,  unlef*  they  n 
(flvcf.    Rf$gii4tbn  iff  a  ptif^ic  4 

II*  they  do  IqF  thii^  ^^  cwiKiHtc 

fK>r.    This  nfoefiuily  put^i  us  j 

tbcy  dardign,  haw  they  vi'Il  bf 

the  governor  to  b^  their  crepMCim ; 

pofii^  tjie  govcmmeitt  ipuft  he  i 

rfbcive  it  can  have  none.     This  h 

icnfc,  that  it  were  impertinent  i 

*agc,  Athtmt  Rome,  or  Vem< 

TlKir  di^rtefp;  iprer^  not  from  me 

^laturc.     Wheo  ?  number  of  PJj 

f^n  on  the  cqaft  of  Africa,  they  m\ 

the  inhal^itani  |br  a  parcel  of  .gnii 

their  liberty  with  them.     When   a 

Sabiiic^,  and  Tiifcan.s  met  togcth* 
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ginians.  When  a  multitude  of  barbarouf  natioot  iii||fifiji 
Italy,  and  no  prote^Uon  could  be  ffiptflcd  hgta  die  cqp» 
rupted  and  peridiing  empire^  fuch  at  agreed  to  feekt 
place  of  refuge  in  the  Mattered  iflands  of  the  Adriadcr 
gulf,  had  no  need  of  ai^  man's  authority,  to  ratify  tfait 
inftitution  of  their  government.  They  who  were  the 
formal  part  of  the  city,  and  had  built  the  materia},  coul4 
not  but  have  a  right  of  governing  it  as  they  pleafed,  fino^ 
if  thry  did  amifsi  the  hurt  was  only  to  chemfdvcs.  l| 
is  probable  enough ,  that  fome  of  the  Roman  < 
as  lords  of  the  foil,  might  have  pretended  to  a 
over  them,  if  there  had  been  any  colour  for  it:  bul  a^ 
dung  of  that  kind  appearing  in  thirteen  hundred  yearsy 
we  are  not  like  to  hear  of  any  fuch  cavils.  It  is  agreed 
by  mankind,  that  fubgefHon  sad  pfoteAiott  are  relaiivei 
and  that  he  who  cannot  proted  tbofe  who  are  under  hSm^ 
in  vain  pretends  to  a  dominion  over  them.  The  Qolf 
ends  for  whieh  governments  are  conftituted,  and  obe- 
ifience  rendered  to  them»  are  the  obtaining  of  juftice  and 
protection ;  and  they  who  cannot  provide  for  both,  give 
the  people  a  right  of  taking  fuch  ways  as  bed  pleale 
themfelves,  in  order  to  their  own  (afety. 

The  matter  is  yet  more  clear  in  relation  to  &o(e  who 
never  were  in  any  fociety,  as  at  the  beginning,  or  reno- 
vation of  the  world  after  the  flood;  or  who,  upon  the 
^ifiblution  of  the  focietics  to  which  they  did  once  belon|^ 
or  by  fome  other  accident,  have  been  obliged  to  (cek  new 
habitations.  Such  were  thofe  who  went  from  Babylon 
upop  the  coi^fion  of  tongues  i  diofe  who  eicaped  from 

Troy, 


Trof  whfti  if  waf  bwffit  by  rfic  Cm»*lanit  atmaff  all  ife 
pERlfMlf  bf 'Etir'^e,  wtd)  many  of  Afia  ^nd  Afnc^,  upon 
■i^fflMiirtfm  i*t  rtic  Rmnan  empire,  Ta  whlrh  may  b$ 
icfd^ilt  n  i^nltf rude  of  ^Jm ffiern  naiicinf ,  who,  when 
ha«^  tner^tifecl  to  fuch  numbers,  that  thdr  CDunttkicinilii 
tio  iotigcf  n^midi  ihrm^  or  bccaufe  tht^y  winted  fkill  to 
improve  tharbfids,  were  fent  out  to  pmvidc  for  them* 
fclvcK ;  find  having  done  fo,  did  ucQ  many  Kingdoiiit 
«id  fbroi*  eifher  by  ihcmfeivcs,  cr  in  union  aBd  coalitioti 
#iiffc  lite  ancient  inhnbitanis. 

^•^  !»  Ill  v»in  10  fay,  |hat  whertfocveT  thcf  cainr,  fKe 
tmd-did  belong  to  fomebody  ;  and  that  they  who  came 
to  dwell  thcrc>  muft  be  fubjcft  to  the  laws  of  thofc  who 
-were  lords  of  the  foil ;  for  that  is  not  always  true  in  h€t. 
'Some  r,6int  irttodcfart  countries  that  have  no  lord,  others 
•into  fuch  as  arc  thinly  peopled,  by  men  who,  knowing 
not  how  to  improve  their  land,  do  cither  grant  part  of  it 
\ipon  cafy  terms  to  the  new  comers,  or  grow  into  a  union 
'fi^ith  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  whole  :  and  hi(\orie$ 
Yiirnifh  us  with  infinite  examples  of  this  naturp.  7 

If  we  loolc  into  our  ovfn  original,  without  troubling 
ourrdvcs  wirh  the  fcnftlffs  ftories  of  Samothes  the  fon  of 
Jjiphct,  andhismngicians,  or  the  giants  begotten  by  fpirits 
upon  the  thirty  daughters  of  Danaus  fent  from  Phenicia 
in  n  boat  without  faii,  oars,  or  rudder,  we  fliall  find, 
that  witen  the  Romans  abandoned  this  irtand,  the  inha^ 
biMnts  were  left  to  a  full  liberty  of  providing  for  themfclves: 
»nrl  whether  we  thduoe  our  original  from  them,  or  die 
y!\--^n5,  or  fu>ni  botbj  oiir  angel's  were  pcrtVcBIy  frcp; 

and 
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and  the  Normans  having  inherited  the  fame  right  whoa 
they  came  to  be  one  nation  with  the  former,  we  cannot 
but  continue  io  (lill,  unlefs  we  have  enflaved  ourfelves., : 
•  Nothing  is  more  contrary  to  reafon,  than  .to  imstginf^ 
this.  When  the  fierce  barbarity  of  the  Saxons  c^unc  to  \^ 
foftcned  by  a  more  gentle  climate, ^thc  arts  and  religioa 
they  learnt,  taught  them  to  reform  their  manners^  an^ 
better  enabled  them  to  frame  laws  for  the  prefer vation  of 
dieir  liberty,  but  no-way  diminiHied  their  love  to  it^ 
and  though  the  Normans  might  defire  to  get  thelaods  qf 
thofe  who  had  joined  with  Harold,  and  of  others,  into 
their  hands;  yet  when  they  were  fettled  in  the  country,- 
and  by  marraigcs  united  to  the  ancient  inhabitants,  they 
became  true  Englilbmcn,  and  no  Icfs  lovers  of  Hberty, 
and  rcfolute  defenders  of  it,  than  the  Saxons  had  been. 
There  was  tticri. neither  conquering  Nptoan,  nor  con- 
quered Saxon,  Bat  a  gteat  afid  bhr\'e  people  cMn^M  of 
both,  united  in  blood  and  interefiin  the  defence  9f>^ their 
common  rights,  which  they  fo  well  maintained,  t(^;af^np 
*jprince  fince  that  time  has  too  violently  encrbacfiecf  upon 
tliem,  who,  as  the  reward  of  his  folly,  has.iyot^ft^i^^ 
miferably,  and  died  jQtiamefully.  .  ^ 

Such  adlions  of  our  ancerfors  do  not,  as .  I  fuppoff?, 
favour  mucl\  of  the  fubmifTion  which  patrii^pnial  (laves 
do  ufually  render  to  the  will  of  their  lord.  -O9  the  con- 
trary, wh^tfoevcr  ^they  did  was  by  a  power  inh'erqqtui 
.  themfclvcs  to  defend  that  liberty  ip  which  they  were  borp. 
All  their  kings  were  created  upon  the  fame  condition^  and 
lor, the  fiunc  ends.  Alfred  acknowledged  he  fi^rtdand 
.  ieft  thcci)  pcrfcfily  free  ;  and  the  co(v(e$C\OTi  ol  0%V  ^^^ 


bafch'  and  wickedly  betrayed  t 
and  violated  all  that  is  moft  fac 
tould  not  have  been,  unlets  the 
the  Hberty  thtt  faisno  befaf ,  ca 
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'  ,-.SOWit  have  rup|K)red,  fliat  t 
1funil(y  frcci  'ih(^  magiftrates  crc 
Rici  creatioas  dcpdvethcmrdvei 
Jirf  that  the  hafmes  of  "  kii>g,  fov 
••  fov«^/»  being  no  m^J  oati 
^*«>*4'vc  fiidi  tlltes  do  renounce 
<hr«veiytilf,*aiKnats  ercat  wek 


ttkd  ike  like.    Bui  they  wKo  ndk  at  fivk  itete,  (hew^  Ihati 
they  neither  ondnrftand  the  nature  of  migtilnqr,  nor  tha 
prafKce  of  Rations,    Thofe  who  have  lived  91  the  highbft 
exerdfe  of  their  libertJTy  and  hlive  been  moft  lenadoes  ■£. 
it,  have  thoo^t  no  honour  too  great  for  fiich  MigiftnHteft^ 
as  wa^  eminent  in  the  deftnce  bf  ^heir  tights,  niti.  Nifsva 
fet  Q^  fcr  that  cM.     The  ^naoieof  dre;idtbverdigpi  Wight 
jofUj  have  been  given  to  a  Roroan  di6faitor»  or  cortCui  ( 
ferther  had  the  fevereipi  anlhority  in  thdir  hand%  Md- 
power  fofficient  for  its  execution*     WhUft  tbc^  i|i%g^ 
tiacj  o6minued^  they  wereia  ttirof  td.tbe  fa«ie  ^i^f^u 
^ofe  axes  and  rods  had  been:  a  terror  to  thopfi  the  J99$ 
cAr  mondi  before,  and  might  be  S^  again  the  next.    The 
Romans  thought  they  Goilld^npt  bf$  guilty  of  esk^^&rin 
carrying  the  power  and  veneratbn  due  to  their  didator 
to  the  htghedT  aAd  Livy  tells  usj  tl^at  his  ><*edi&s 
^  were  eftceii^ed  tiiaei/^  .  I  Iwre.  already  iNeim,;  f^M 
this  haughty  people,  wtho  tfiigbt  have  conmHildMly  -emn 
defcended  to  join  Vviih  their  tribunes  in  a  pe^ilien  CO'the 
didaadr  Paprius  for  the  U<e  of  QUintus  l^abtua,  ^wlw-hed 
4biigh>'«  battle  in. his  abfence,  and  without  his ordei[^ 
though  he  had  gained  a  'great  and  memorable  'vi^|or3^ 
The  fliMc^  Pabkis^'  when  conful^  was  eomtneuded  Igr  tm 
fglAer^QslMiiwtsMnimiMf  forqbl^ng  him,  bjtmVt^ 
46t^,  td  4iAttount  from  hie  borfe^  and  to  pay  him  the  iMie 
Tefpe^  iMif  Wfts  Ale '  from,  others.    T4ic  trahmea  ^  ikp 
^peojpte,  who  were  inAituted  for  the  prefervatidn  of  UbOr^ 
-were  affo  <6fle^nied  facred  and  ihvioiable,  :ii  apl^ena'hf 
iSfltphrjrfe,  •*  fecfofan^a  tribunorum  poleAas/'  ibcotn- 


*•  miglity  lords,"  as  foon  as  th 
the  till rty- fix,  forty-* two,  of  foi 
ftnall  town.  It  U'no  wofider  t 
iboiuld  think  it  «onifucing  to-thc 
iiifle«nr  tlrfte;Md  ^uftAAniiflfri 
Miriy  ^fioih'  A<^  ftl  'Up  M  to-tlk 
if  ^we  cmii^r^'thit  thtf  cam^^fi 
Htles  tnd  lat){uage  ir^rc  priiidp; 
Among  the  Roinans  and  Gre 
rtiajeftyy  Tiighnefty  ferftenify,  aHftl 
to  t  fiilfgit  fferfbil  ;  hut  i^eive  ( 
twiti  t  Notwitfffi  'Coontiieift .  j  iW 
««!4feMMK,^  Md:  «<  afiaj^ftAs  il 
tfMMV^tft  nb  mm,  fpteaMingi 
tfftnto  thb.  vaiheft'  of  thrir  fii 
anpiy  tides,  nor  M)k  Qpun  .th< 
^tAitv^'ariMilo  toevecy  Uk 
WiMkfiich  wayrtf  IjpeakSr^j 
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^reafe  by  ufe ;  and  then  no  man  can  omit  them  without 
bHngJng  that  hatred  and  dangei"  Upon  himfclf,  whidh  few 
will  undergo,  except  for  fomething  that  is  evidently  of 
great  importance.     Matters  of  ceremony  and  title,  at  the 
firft,  feem  not  to  be  fo  ;  and,  being  for  fome  time  neglec- 
tfed,  they  acquire  fuch  ftrength  as  not  to  be  eafily  removed* 
From  private  ufage  th^y  pafs  into  public  adls;  and  thofc 
flatterers  who  gave  a  beginning  to  them,  propofing  them 
in  public  councils,  where  too  many  of  that  fort  have  al- 
ways infiriuatcd  thcmfelvcs,  gain  credit  enough  to  itiake 
them  pafs.     This  work  was  farther  advanced  by  the 
church  of  Rome,  according  to  their  cuftom  of  favouring 
that  moft,  which  is  moft  vain  and  corrupt ;  and  it  has 
been  ufual  with  the  popes,  and  their  adherents,  liberally 
to  gratify  princes  for  fervices  rendered  to  the  church,  with 
titles  that  tended  only  to  the  prejudice  of  the  people .  Thefc 
poifonous  plants,  hiving  t^ken  root,  grew  up  fo  faft>  that 
the  titles  which,  within  the  fpace  of  a  hundred  years, 
were  thought  fufBcicnt  for  the  kings  and  queens  of  En- 
gland, have  of  late  been  given  to  Monk,  and  his  ho* 
nourable  dutchcfs.     New  phrafes  have  been  invented  to 
pleafe  princes,  or  the  fenfe  of  the  old  perverted,  as  has 
happened  to  that  of  "  Leroy  s'avifcra  :"  and  that  which, 
was  no  more  than  a  liberty  to  confult  with  the  lords  upon 
a  bill  prefentcd  by  the  commons,  is  by  fome  men  now 
taken  for  a  right  inherent  in  the  king,  of  denying  fuch 
bills  as  may  be  offered  to  him  by  the  lords  and  commons; 
though  the  coronation  oath  oblige  him  to  hold,  keep,  and 
defend  the  juft  laws  and  cuAoms,  ^^  quas  vulgus  elegerit." 
And,  if  a  ftop  be  not  put  to  this  exorbitant  ah^fe^  x3ca 
VoL.JL  Kk  ^^^^'^ 


words  Ml  remaning  in  a*^s  of  padbmcntp  whiclt  flir*  ' 
that  their  ails  arc  our  laws,  may  |>crh:ip$  be  alXo  abo< 

Bur  though  this  Should  come  to  pafsj  hy  the  Qackncfi 
of  the  lords  and  commons,  it  could  neither  create  a  new 
right  in  the  king  nor  dimimfli  that  of  the  people:  But  h 
might  give  a  btctcr  colour  to  ihofc  *ha  axe  enemies  to 
their  cDuntrr,  to  render  the  power  of  the  CTDirn  arbitiaryr 
than  amy-thing  that  is  yet  among  us- 
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Tie  auihoilt\'  nvcn  by  our  hn;:f  fo  the  ans  performed  hy 
a  king  (ic  facl'j^  detract  nothing  from  the  people's  rigki 
of  creating  iv!>jm  they  pJeafe, 

THKY  who  have  more  regard  to  the  prevailing  power 
than  to  ri^ht,  and  lay  great  weight  upon  the  flatutc  of 
Flenry  the  fevcnth,  which  authorizes  the  a6^s  of  a  king 
**  do  C-^dlo,"  fccm  not  to  confide r,  that  thereby  they  de- 
ilroy  all  r'ght  of  inheritance  ;  that  he  only  is  king  "  dc 
"  fado,"  who  is  received  by  the  people  \  and  that  this 
reception  could  neither  be  of  any  value  in  itfelf,  nor  be 
madw'  valid  by  a  Hatutc,  unlefs  the  people,  and  their  re- 
prefcntativcs,  who  make  the  ftatutc,  had  in  themfelves 
the  power  of  receiving,  authorizing,  and  creating,  whom 
they  pleafe.  For  he  is  not  king  "  dc  fadfo"  who  calls 
himfelf  fo,  as  Pcrkin  or  Simnel,  but  he  who,  by  the  con- 
fcnt  of  the  nation,  \s  potttfttd  o<  iVv^  regal  power.     If 
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there  mttc  ftich  a  thing  in  nature,  as  a  natural  lord  over 
every  country,  arid  that  the  right  muft  go  by  dcfccnt,  it 
Would  be  impoflible  for  any  other  man  to  acquire  it,  or 
for  the  people  to  confer  it  upon  him,  and  to  give  the  au- 
thority to  the  a6ls  of  one,  who  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  a 
king,  which  belongs  only  to  him,  who  has  the  right  in- 
herent in  himfclf,  and  infeparable  fh)m  him.  Neither 
can  it  be  denied,  that  the  fame  power  ithich  gives  the 
validity  to  fuch  adts  as  afe  performed  by  one  who  is  not 
a  king,  that  belongs  to  thofe  of  a  tfue  king,  may  alfo 
make  him  king  ;  for  the  cffence  of  a  king  confifts  in  the 
Validity  of  his  a6ls.  And  It  is  equally  abfurd  fot  one  to 
pretend  to  be  a  king,  whofe  afts  as  king  are  not  valid, 
as  that  his  own  can  be  valid,  if  thofe  of  another  are  ;  for 
then  the  fame  indivifible  right  which  our  author,  and 
thofe  of  his  principles,  affert  to  be  infeparable  from  the 
perfon,  would  be  at  the  fame  time  exercifed  and  enjoyed 
by  two  diftinft  ind  contrary  powers. 

Moreover,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  this  ftatute  was 
Inade,  after  frequent  and  bloody  wars  concerning  titles  to 
the  crown  ;  and  whether  the  caufe  were  good  or  bad, 
thofe  who  were  overcome,  Mrere  not  otily  fubjed  to  be 
killed  in  the  field,  but  afterwards  to  be  profecuted  as 
traitors  under  the  colour  of  law.  He  who  gained  the 
\i&mfi  was  always  fet  up  to  be  king  by  thofe  of  his 
party ;  and  he  never  failed  to  proceed  againft  his  enemies 
as  rebels.  This  introduced  a  horrid  feries  of  the  moft 
deftruftivc  mifchiefs.  The  fortune  of  war  \med  often ; 
and  I  think  it  may  be  fnid,  that  thcrci'ittt  fe-^^v^-ws^^ 
jircat  hmilics  in  England,  that  were  tvot  cVaxtx  ^t&xQPj^* 
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or  at  Icaft  tn  far  fliakcn,  as  ro  lofc  their  chicft,  and  ftiajVT 
confidnrable  branches  of  than :  anil  experience  taug^if , 
that  inflcad  of  gaining  any  advanfag^  to  the  public,  in 
point  of  government,  he  for  whom  they  fought,  fcldom 
proved  better  than  hb  enemy.  They  faw  that  the  like 
might  again  happen,  though  the  liile  of  the  reigning  king 
ihould  be  as  clear,  as  defccnt  of  blood  could  make  it. 
This  brought  things  Into  an  uneai)*  pofture  ;  and  it  is 
not  ilrange,  that  both  the  nobility  and  commonaJty 
fhould  be  weary  of  it.  No  law  could  prevent  the  dan- 
gers of  battle  ;  for  he  that  had  followers,  and  wouW 
venture  himfelf,  might  bring  them  to  fuch  a  dcc^fion,  as 
was  only  in  the  hand  of  God.  But  thinking  no  more 
could  juftly  he  required  to  the  full  performance  of  their 
duty  to  the  king,  than  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  hazard 
of  battle  for  liim,  and  not  being  anfwerable  for  the  fuc- 
cefs,  they  would  not  have  that  law,  which  they  endea- 
voured to  fupport,  turned  to  their  deflrudion  by  their 
enemies,  who  might  come  to  be  the  interpreters  of  it. 
But  as  they  could  be  exempted  from  this  danger,  only  by 
their  own  laws,  which  could  authorize  the  adls  of  a  king 
without  a  title,  and  julVify  them  for  ading  under  him,  it 
is  evident,  that  the  [x>wcr  of  the  law  was  in  thcrr 
hands,  and  that  the  ac\s  of  the  perfon  wIk)  enjoyed  the 
crown,  were  of  iV)  a  aUie  in  themfelves.  The  law  had 
been  impertinent,  if  it  could  have  been  done  without 
law  ;  and  the  intervention  of  the  parliament  ufelefs,  if 
the  kings  **  dc  fa6io"  could  have  given  authority  to  their 
cwn  adh.  But  if  the  parliament  could  make  that  to 
have  tJic  cffcA  of  law,  viVucVi  '^^  y«x  Viw^-w^d  exempt 
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tiiofe  that  aded  according  to  it  from  the  penalties  of  the 
iawy  and  give  the  fame  force  to  the  ads  of  one  who  is 
not  king,  as  of  one  who  is,  they  cannot  but  have  a  power 
of  making  him  to  be  king,  who  is  not  fo^  that  is  to  fay, 
all  depends  intirely  upon  their  authority. 

Befides,  he  is  not  king  who  aflfumes  the  title  to  him- 
felf,  or  is  fet  up  by  a  corrupt  party ,  but  he  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  ufages  required  in  the  cafe,  is  made  king.  If 
thefe  are  wanting,  he  is  neither  "  de  ifaflo,**  nor  "  dc 
"jure,"  but  "  tyrannus  fine  titulo."  Neverthelefs,  this 
very  man,  if  he  comes  to  be  received  by  the  people,  and 
placed  in  the  throne,  he  is  thereby  made  king  "  dc 
**  failo."  His  ad^s  are  valid  in  law  ;  the  fame  fervice  is 
due  to  him  as  to  any  other ;  they  who  render  it  are  in 
the  fame  manner  proteded  by  the  law  ;  that  is  to  fay,  he 
jis  truly  king.  If  our  author  therefore  do  allow  fuch  to 
be  kings,  he  muft  confefs  that  power  to  be  good,  which 
makes  them  fo,  when  they  have  no  right  in  themfelves. 
If  he  deny  it,  he  muft  not  only  deny,  that  there  is  any 
fucli  thing  as  a  king  "  de  faclo,'*  which  the  ftatute  ac- 
knowledges, but  that  we  ever  had  any  king  in  England  ; 
for  we  never  had  any  other  thai>  fuch,  as  I  have  proved 
before. 

By  the  fame  nxeans  he  will  fo  unravel  all  the  law,  that 
no  man  fhill  know  what  he  has,  or  what  he  ought  to  do 
or  avoid  ;  and  will  find  no  remedy  for  this,  unlefs  he  al- 
low, that  laws  made  without  kings  are  as  good  as  thofe  « 
made  with  them,  which  returns  to  my  purpofe  :  for  they 
yiho  have  the  power  of  making  laws,  may  by  law  make  -Jl 
Uing  as  well  as  any  other  magiftrate.     KxvA  \ty\ce^  ^^^ 

K    k    -2      '  VCNXCtvUOTi 


i«ui;c  \.u  u^  jviiii: 
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The  genera!  revolt  ^  a  nation  cam 

AS  impoftors  feldom  make  lie 
Without  putting  falfe  names  upoi 
author  endeavour  to  perfuade  the 
to  defend  their  liberties^  by  glvii 

lion  I  to  the  molt  juli  and  honou 
been  performed  for  the  prcflrvatio 
gravate  the  matter,  fear  not  to  t< 
like  the  fin  of  witchcraft.  -But 
truth,  will  eafily  find,  that  there  i 
the  world  as  the  rebellion  of  a  nat 
giftrates,  and  that  rebellion  is  n« 
this  may  appear,  it  will  not  be 
word,  as  well  as  the  thing  underlie 
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ihc  fettlemcnt  of  peace,  and  invaded  their  mafters,  who 
had  fpared  them,  thry  were  faid  to  rebel.  But  it  had 
Ijeen  more  abfurd  to  apply  that  word  to  the  people  that 
rcXt  againit  the  decemviri,  kings,  or  other  maginrates> 
than  to  the  Parthians,  or  any  of  thofc  nation's  who  had 
no  dependence  upon  them  ;  for  all  the  circumftances  that 
(hould  make  a  rebellion  were  wanting,  the  word  imply- 
ing a  fuperiority  in  them  aj^ainft  whom  it  is,  as  well  as 
the  breach  cf  an  crtablilhed  peace.  But  though  every 
private  man,  fingly  taken,  be  fubje<5l  to  the  commands  of 
the  magiftratr,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  is  not  fo  ; 
for  he  ib  by  and  for  the  people,  and  the  people  is  neither 
by  nor  for  him.  The  obedience  due  to  him  from  private 
men,  is  gn)unded  upon,  and  ineafurcd  by,  the  general 
law  ;  and  that  law,  regarding  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
cannot  fet  up  the  intcreft  of  one  or  a  few  men  againft  the 
publ'c.  The  whole  body  therefore  of  a  nation  cannot 
be  tied  to  any  other  obedience  than  is  confif^ent  with  the 
^common  good,  according  to  their  own  judgment :  and 
having  never  been  fubdued,  w  brought  to  terms  of  peace 
•with  tl)eir  mngii^ratcs,  they  cannot  be  faid  to  revolt  or 
jcbcl  ag^inrt  rhem,  to  whom  they  owe  no  more  thao  feems 
good  ro  them  1  elves,  and  who  are  nothing  of  or  by  them- 
felvcs,  more  than  other  men. 

Again,  the  thing  fignified  by  rebellion  is  not  always 
evil :  for,  though  every  fubdued  nation  muft  acknow- 
ledge a  fuperioriiy  in  thofe  who  have  fubdued  them,  and 
rebellion  do  imply  a  breach  of  the  peace ;  yet  tharfupe- 
riority  is  not  infinite :  the  peace  may  be  broken  upon  juft 
grounds,  and  it  may  be  neither  a  Crime  nor  infamy  to  do 
K  k  4  \x* 
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it.     The  Pri%xrnatcs  had  been  more  than  onet  fitbd^cd 

by  the  Romanst,  and  had  as  often  rebelled,  Thdr  ciiy 
was  at  laft  taken  by  Pbctius  the  conful*,  after  their 
leader  Vitruvius,  and  great  numbers  of  their  fcnarc  mnd 
people  J  had  been  killed :  being  reduced  to  a  low  con- 
dition, they  fent  ambaiTador&  to  Rome  to  defire  peace ; 
where,  when  a  feriator  afkcd  them  what  puniihment  they 
dcferved,  one  of  them  anfwered,  '*  The  fame  which  they 
"  defer ve,  who  think  t hem fd vest  worthy  of  liberty/' 
The  canful  then  demandedi  "  what  kind  of  peace  mi^t 
"  be  cxj)eftcd  from  ihem»  if  the  jjLinifhmcnt  fhouid  be 
**  remitted."  The  ambaliador  anfwcred,  "  t  If  tfec 
**  termb  you  give  be  good,  the  peace  will  be  obfervcd  by 
"  us  faithfully  and  perpetually  •,  if  bad,  it  will  foon  be 
"  broken.'*  And  though  fome  were  offended  with  the 
ferocity  of  the  anfwcr,  yet  the  bed  part  of  the  fcnatc  ap- 
proved it,  as  "  J  wortl\y  of  a  man  and  a  freeman  ;"  and, 
confcfllng  that  no  man  or  nation  would  continue  under 
an  uneafy  condition,  longer  than  they  were  compelled  by 
force,  faid,  "  §  They  only  were  fit  to  be  made  Romans, 
**  who  thought  nothing  valuable  but  liberty."  Upon 
which  they  were  all  made  citizens  of  Rome,  and  obtained 
whatfoever  they  had  dcfired. 

I  know  not  how  this  matter  can  be  carried  to  a  greatcj 
height ;  for  if  it  were  pofllble,  that  a  people  refilling  op- 

•  T.  Liv.   1.  8. 

f  Si  bonain  dedcritis,  fidam  &.  perprtunm  ;  fi  nialam,  haud  diuturnara. 
Liv. 

J  Viri  &  llbcri  voccm  ai  diiam.     Ibid. 

f  r>os  dcmum,  qui  nihil  pijtt  t  ^  am  dc  libirtatc  ccgitanS  c^.ijnos  cfTc, 
cui  Romini  fianu     Ibid. 
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prcfliOKy  and  vindicating  their  own  liberty,  couM  commil 
a  crime,  and  incur  either  guilt  or  infamy,  the  Privernates 
did,-  who  had  been  often  fubdued,  and  often  pardoned  ; 
but,  even  in  the  judgment  of  their  conquerors,  whom 
they  had  oftcnded,  the  refolution  they  profeffed  of  (land* 
ing  to  no  agreement  impofcd  upon  them  by  necefli- 
ty,  was  accounted  the  highcft  teftimony  of  fuch  a  virtue 
as  rendered  them  worthy  to  be  admitted  into  a  fociety 
and  equality  with  themfelves,  wlio  were  the  ,moft  brave 
and  virtuous  people  of  the  world. 

But  if  the  patience  of  a  conquered  people  may  have 
limits,  and  they  who  will  not  bear  opprcflion  from  thofe 
who  had  fpared  their  lives,  may  dcferve  praifc  and  re- 
ward from  their  conquerors,  it  would  be  madnefs  to 
think,  that  any  nation  can  be  obliged  to  bear  whatfoevct 
their  own  magidrates  think  fit  to  do  againft  them.  This 
may  fcem  ftrange  to  thofe  who  talk  fomuch  of  conquefi^ 
made  by  kings;  immunities,  libertiesj  and  privileges, 
granted  to  nations  ;  oaths  of  allegiance  taken,  and  woa- 
derful  benefits  conferred  upon  them.  But  having  al- 
ready faid  as  much  as  is  needful  concerning  conquefb, 
and  that  the  magiftrate^  who  has  nothing  except  what  is 
given  to  him,  can  only  difpenfe  out  of  the  public  dock 
fuch  franchifes  and  privileges  as  he  has  received  for  the 
reward  of  fervices  done  to  the  country,  and  encourage- 
ment of  virtue,  I  (hall  at  prcfent  keep  myfelf  to  the  two 
lart  points. 

Aliegience  fignifies  no  more  (as  the  words  "  ad  legem** 
declare)  than  fuch  an  obedience  as  the  law  requires.  But  as 
the  law  can  require  nothing  from  the  whole  i^^e^v^Vw^^'vc^ 
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m:irtcrsof  ir,  alleganer  cua  only  rcUte  to  psrticulafs,  n 
IV>1  to  iht  whole,  Nomth  c:in  bifid  ony  athrr  tlitin  liv/e 
who  take  It,  and  th?lt  onty  in  the  true  iVt^fc  and  meaning 
0f  It:  but  finglc  mcrt  only  r^jkf  tfm  n-uh*  ^nJ  therefore 
ftngle  men  are  only  obliged  t«  kt!c;ihi  the  bc4y  of  a 
people  acithcr  docs,  nor  can  perform  ^ny  fucli  a<^  s  agrcf - 
tttents  and  contra^*  have  been  m'lde ;  fts  the  tribe  of 
Jud^ib,  and  the  reft  of  Urjitl  afrerwar^ls^  made  a  cove* 
nant  witli  Davids  upon  which  they  made  liiiii  king;  but 
no  wife  man  can  think*  th;itthc  oatJon  did  thereby  make 
tbemfclvcs  the  creature  of  their  own  creature.        • 

The  fcnfc  M.i  of  ^n  oath  ou^ht  to  he  conliJcrctL  No 
man  can  by  an  oath  be  obliged  to  any  tiling  beyond,  or 
contrary  to,  the  true  meaning  of  it :  private  men,  who 
fwear  obedience  **  ad  legem,"  fwear  no  obedience  "  ex- 
"  tra"  or  *•  contra  legem:"  whatfocvcr  they  promife  or 
fwear,  can  detradl  nothing  from  the  pub'ic  I'b^rty,  which 
the  liw  principaMy  intends  to  prcfcrvc.  Though  many 
of  them  may  be  obliged,  in  their  fcvcral  f^itir-ns  and  ca- 
pacities, to  render  peculiar  fcrvicps  to  a  prince,  the  peo- 
ple continue  as  free  as  the  internnl  thoughts  of  a  man, 
^nd  tanriotbut  have  a  right  to  prcfcrvc  their  liberty,  or 
avenge  the  vrol^tion. 

Ifmattei-s  arc  well  exam i'ncd,  perhaps  not  many  ma- 
giftrntes  can  pretend  to  much  upon  the  title  of  merit, 
moft  cfpccially  if  they  or  their  progenitors  have  continued 
long  in  c)ffice.  The  conveniences  annexed  to  the  cxcrcifc 
of  the  fovcreign  powei-,  may  be  thought  fufficient  to  pay 
ftch  fcorcs  as  they  grow  due,  even  t6  the  bef^ :  and  as 
things  of  thht  nature  ire  hattdled,  1  thhk  it  will  hardly 
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be  found,  that  all  princes  can  pretend  to  an  irrefiftiblc 
power  upon  the  account  of  beneficence  to  their  pec^Ic. 
When  the  family  of  Medices  came  t«  be  madert  of 
Tufcany,  thit  country  was,  without  difpute,  in  men, 
money,  an^'  irm?,  one  of  the  mpft  flouriihing  provinccf 
in  the  world,  as  appears  by  Machiavcl's  account,  and  the 
relation  wt  what  hrij)pcned  between  Charles  the  Eighth, 
and  the  magillrates  of  Florence,  which  I  have  mentioned 
already  from  Guicciardin.  Now,  whoever  (hall  con-- 
fider  the  ftrength  of  that  country  in  thofe  days,  together 
with  what  it  might  have  been  in  the  fpace  pf  a  hundred 
and  forty  years,  in  which  they  have  had  no  war,  nor  any 
other  plague,  than  the  extortion,  fraud,  rapine,  and 
cruelty  of  their  princes,  and  compare  it  with  their  prefent 
defolate,  wretched,  and  contemptible  condition,  may,  if 
he  pleafe,  think,  that  much  veneration  is  due  to  the  . 
princes  that  govern  them  ;  but  will  never  make  any  man 
believe,  that  their  title  can  be  grounded  upon  beneficence. 
The  like  may  be  faid  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who,  pre- 
tending (upon  I  know  not  what  account)  that  every 
peafant  in  the  dutchy  ought  to  pay  him  two  crowns  every 
half-year,  did  in  1662,  fubtilly  find  out,  that  in  every 
year  there  were  thirteen  halves ;  fo  that  a  poor  man,  who 
had  nothing  but  what  he  gained  by  hard  labour,  was, 
through  his  fatherly  care  and  beneficence,  forced  to  pay 
fix-and-twcnty  crowns  to  his  royal  highnefs,  to  be  em- 
ployed  in  his  difcreet  and  virtuous  pleafure»  at  Turin. 

The  condition  of  the  Seventeen  provinces  of  the  Ne- 
therlands (and  even  of  Spain  itfelf),  when  tl|cy  fell  to  the 
houfe  of  Aufinzj  was  of  die  fame  natustx  ^cc\i^  \  ^^^ 
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manitr-tii>p;s,  to  work  and  fight,  t 
for  him;  and  thofe  among  thcrr 
ftanding,  well  know,  that  their 
good  fucccfs,  is  not  only  unprofi 
them  ;  and  that  by  increafing  the 
they  add  weight  to  their  ownchai 
or  fuccelTion  of  princes,  have  mac 
their  power,  or  more  faitJifuUy  c 
-ixjfed  in  them,  it  muft  be  impui 
a  tcltimony  of  their  pcrfonal  vi 
cffecl  upon  others. 

The  rights  therefore  of  kings 
conqucft;  the  liberties  of  nation 
grants  of  their  princes ;  the  oath 
private  man  to  more  than  the  law 
fluence  upon  the  whole  body   o 
princes    arc   known  to  their  ful 
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that  was  not  cftabliflicd  by  war,  and  of  itfclf  is  ricither 
good  nor  evil,  more  than  any  other  war ;  but  is  juft  or 
unjuft,  according  to  the  caufe  or  nrianner  of  it.  Bcfides, 
that  rebellion,  which  by  Samuel  is  compared  to  witch- 
craft,* is  not  of  private  men,  or  a  people,  againft  the 
prince,  but  of  the  prinoe  againft  God:  the  Ifraelitesart 
often  faid  to  have  rebelled  againft  the  law,  word,  ot  com. 
tnand  of  God;  but  though  they  frequently oppofed- their 
kings,  I  do  not  find  rebellion  imputed  to  them  on  that 
account,  nor  any  ill  charader  put  upon  fuch  anions. 
We  are  told  alfo  of  fome  kings  who  had  been  fubdued, 
and  afterwards  rebelled  againft  Chedorlaomer,  and  other 
kings ;  but  their  caufe  is  not  blamed,  and  we  have  fome 
reafon  to  believe  it  good,  becaufe  Abraham  took  part  with 
thofe  who  had  rebelled.  However,  it  can  be  of  no  pre- 
judice to  the  caufe  I  defend:  for  though  it  were  true, 
that  thofe  fubdued  kings  could  not  juftly  rife  againft  the 
perfon  who  had  fubdued  them ;  or  that  generally  no 
king,  being  once  vanquifhed,  could  have  a  right  of  re- 
bellion againft  his  conqueror ;  it  could  have  no  relation 
to  the  a6lions  of  a  people  vindicating  their  own  laws  and 
liberties  againft  a  prince  who  violates  them  ;  for  that  war 
which  never  was,  can  never  be  renewed.  And  if  it  be 
true  in  any  cafe,  that  hands  and  fwords  are  given  to 
men,  that  they  only  may  be  flaves  who  have  no  courage, 
it  muft  be  when  liberty  is  overthrown  by  thofe,  who  of 
all  men  ought  widi  the  utmoft  induftry  and  vigour  t« 
kave  defended  it. 

*  I  Sara.  V .  9/j. 


and  experience,  that  nations  deligJ 
jufticc  of  a  good  government,  they  ' 
neral  infurrcdion,  whilft  they  take  ( 
miniftercd;  and  finding  thcmfclves 
lafct  will  never  bd  unwiUing>  that  t 
ceflbrs  (bould  be  obliged  to  tread  in  t 
If  it  be  faidy  that  this  may  fometi 
t  acknowledge  it ;  but  no  human  cor 
fuch  a  one  1$  to  be  chofcn^  which  cai 
tolerable  inconveniences:  anditbcin 
the  irregularitict  and  excefles  of  a  p 
ftrained  or  fuppreflfedy  than  that  who) 
ri(h  by  them,  thofe  conftitutions  that 
vi(ion  againft  the  greateft  evils^  are  mc 
If  governments  were  inftituted  tograi 
man,  thofe  could  not  be  good  that  fct 
all  rcafonable  men  confefling  that  th< 
the  gooil  of  nnticins,  they  only  c.in 
above  nil  thini^s  endeavour   t(>    i  ^vc\ 
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vent  and  eftaMifli  fuch  orders,  as  have  better  or  worfe 
provided  for  this  eommon  good,  which  was  fought  by  al). 
But  as  no  rule  can  befo  exaft,  to  make  provifion  againft 
all  conteftationsy  and  ^11  difputcs  about  right  do  naturally 
end  in  force  when  jufticc  is  denied  (ill  men  never  wil- 
lingly fubmitting  to  any  decifion,  that  is  contrary  to  their 
paffions  and  intereftsj  ;  the  beft  conftitutions  are  of  no  va^ 
lue,  if  there  be  not  a  power  to  fupport  them.  This  power 
firft  exerts  ilfelf  in  the  execution  of  juftice  by  the  ordinary 
officers:  but  no  nation  having  been  fo  happy,  as  not 
fomctimes  to  produce  fuch  princes  as  Edward  and  Richard 
the  Seconds,  and  fuch  miniftcrs  as  Gavefton,  Spencer, 
and  Trcfilian,  the  ordinary  officers  of  juftice  often  want 
the  will,  and  always  the  power,  to  rcftrain  them.  So 
that  the  rights  and  liberties  of  a  nation  muft  be  utterl]^ 
fubvertcd  and  abolifhed,  if  the  power  of  the  whole  may 
not  be  employed  to  affert  them,  or  punifli  the  violation 
of  them.  But  as  it  is  the  fundamental  right  of  every  na- 
tion to  be  governed  by  fuch  laws,  in  fuch  manner,  and 
by  fuch  perfons,  as  they  think  moft  conducing  to  their 
own  good,  they  cannot  be  accountable  to  any  but  them-* 
fclves  for  what  they  do  in  that  moft  important  affair. 
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SECT.      XKXVit* 

Th£  Englip  gwufrnrntntmas  mi  iUimflhuUd,  ihi  /r/ 
m^n  liiiily  U/irvcd  prGcteding/rm  thi  ihange  if  man 
mEtt  and  c^rruptkn  $f  ike  ima. 

I  AM  not  ignorant,  that  many  honed  and  good  mcii 
icknowkdging  thcfc  rights,  and  the  care  of  our  anccftorsi 
prefers e  thcm»  think  thcj  wanted  wifdom  rightly  to  ^m^ 
portjcnate  tttc  means  to  the  cnd<     It  h  not  enough,  fay 
theV;  for  the  general  of  an  army  to  defirc  vi^or)- ;  he  only 
oan  dcfcrvc  praife,  who  has  (kill,  induflr}',  and  courage, 
to  take  the  beft  meafurcs  of  obtaining  it.     Neither  is  it 
enough  for  wife  legiflators  to  preferve  liberty,  and  to  eredl 
fuch  a  government  as  may  ftand  for  a  time ;  but  to  fet 
fuch  clear  rules  to  thofe,  vho  arc  to  put  it  in  execution, 
that  every  man  may  know  when  they  tranfgrefs  :  and  ap- 
point fuch  means  for  retraining  or  punifhing  them,  as 
may  be    ufed  fpccdlly,  furcly,    and  effedually,  without 
danger  to  the  public.     Sparta  being  thus  conftituied,  we 
hardly   find,  that,  for  more  than  eight   hundred  years, 
any  king  prefumed  to  pafs  the  limits   prcfcribcd  by  the 
law.     If  any  Roman  conful  grew  infolcnt,  he  might  be 
reduced  to  order  without  blood,  or  danger  to  the  public  ; 
and  no  didator  ever  ufurped  a  power  over  liberty  till  the 
time  of  Sylla,  when  all  things  in  the  city  were  to  changed, 
that  the  ancient  foundations  were  become  too  narrow.    In 
Venice  the  power  of  tlie  duke  is  fo  circumfcribed,  that  in 
1300   years,   no   one,  except   Falcrio   and   Tiepoli,  has 
dared  to  attempt  :iny  thing  againfl  the  laws  :  and  they 

were 
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were  immediately  fupprefled  with  little  commotion  in  the 
city.  On  the  other  fide,  our  law  is  fo  ambiguous,  per- 
plext,  and  intricate^  that  it  is  hard  to  know  when  it  is 
broken.  In  all  the  public  contcfts  we  have  had,  men  of 
good  judgment  and  integrity  have  followed  both  parties. 
The  means  of  tranfgreffing  and  procuring  partizans  to 
make  good  by  force  the  mod  notorious  violations  of  li- 
berty, have  been  fo  eafy,  that  no  prince,  who  has  endea* 
voured  it,  ever  failed  to  get  great  number  offollowers^ 
and  to  do  infinite  mifchiefs,  before  he  could  be  removed. 
The  nation  has  been  brought  to  fight  againft  thofe  they 
had  made  to  be  what  they  were,  upon  the  unequal  terms 
of  hazarding  all  againil  nothing.  If  they  had  fuccefsy 
they  gained  no  more  than  was  their  own  before,  and 
which  the  law  ought  to  have  fecured :  whereas  it  is  ce- 
dent, that  if  at  any  one  time  the  contrary  had  happened, 
the  nation  had  been  utterly  enflaved  ;  and  no  viSory  was 
ever  gained  without  the  lofs  of  much  noble  and  innocent 
blood. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  no  right  judgment  can  be  given 
of  human  things,  without  a  particular  regard  to  the  time 
in  which  they  paffed.  Wc  cftecm  Scipio,  Hannibal, 
Pyrrhus,  Alexander,  Epamin)ndas,  and  Cxfar,  to  have 
been  admirable  commanders  in  war,  becaufe  they  had  in 
a  moft  eminent  degree  all  the  qualities  that  could  make 
^them  fo,  and  knew  beft  how  to  employ  the  arms  then  in 
ufe  according  to  the  dicipline  of  their  times;  and  yet  no 
man  doubts,  that  if  the  moft  flcilful  of  them  could  be 
raifed  from  the  grave,  reftored  to  the  utmoft  vigour  of 
mind  and  body,  fqt  at  the  head  of  the  beft  armies  he  ever 
Vol.  IL  LI  commanded, 
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ctMBtnaftdcdt  and  placed  upon  the  frontti^  of  Fiuocc  Oi 
Fbn  itrs,  lie  wuutd  not  know  hf  w  to  sidvance  or  retreat^ 
nor  b_¥  what  means  to  take  any  of  the  places  ici  ihofc  parts, 
as  thty  are  now  fc^rilficd  and  deiendcd^  but  would  molt 
ctifeiirily  be  bcfico  by  ^ny  inllgnific^iit  fdlow  with  afmall 
i>t4mi  ^r  of  men,  furntihed  ^vith  fuch  armt  as  are  now  m 
ufq,  artd  fulluwmg  the  methods  now  pra*fiifed»  Nayi  the 
nr^anncr  of  marchiiog^  encampmg,  befieglng,  attacking^ 
deiLiidingp  and  %hring«  is  lb  much  altered  witkin  the 
laft  thrccfcorc  years,  that  no  man,  obferving  the  difci* 
pline  that  was  then  thought  to  be  the  beft,  could  pofllblf 
defend  h i ni fci f  ngii nil  thpftwh I di  his  bctn  Uncc  futinjoufj 
though  the  terms  arc  llill  the  fame.  And  if  it  be  confi- 
dcred,  that  political  matters  are  fi.^jcc^  to  the  fame  mu- 
talu">ns  (as  certainly  they  arcy  it  will  he  fufficlcnt  to  excufc 
our  analtors,  who,  fuiting  their  government  to  the  ages 
in  which  th  y  lived,  could  neither  forcfce  the  changes 
that  might  happen  in  future  generations,  nor  appoint  re- 
medies for  tl  c  mifciWefs  they  did  not  forcfee. 

They  kiicw  tliat  the  kings  jf  fevcral  nations  had  been 
kept  within  the  limits  of  the  law,  by  the  virtue  and  power 
of  a  grcu  and  brave  nc»bilify  j  and  that  no  other  way  of 
fijpporting  a  mi^ed  monarchy  IkkI  ever  been  known  in 
the  \\  rll,  f!..ii»  b)  jvjrtirii;  the  bibmce  into  the  hands  of 
tliofe  wlio  h.id  t'l'- ^rcatcil  int  r  fi:  in  nations,  and  who 
by  '  irth  aiui  eii  ^rc  enjoyed  greater  advantages  than  kings 
c  ).ild  eoufcr  upon  ihem  for  rewards  of  betraying  their 
country.  'I1uy  knew,  that  when  the  m^biliiy  was  fo 
<Treat  a.^  i.  )t  e  ifily  ti)  hr  numbered,  the  little  that  was 
left  to  the  King's  dirpofil,   was    not    fulKcicnt   to  corrupt 

manv  ; 
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many;  anfl  if  fome  might  fall  under  the  temptation, 
thofe  who  continued  in  their  integrity,  would  cafily  be  able 
to  chaftife  them  for  deferting  the  public  caufc,  and  by 
that  means  deter  kings  from  endeavouring  to  feduce  them 
from  their  duty.     Whilft  things  continued  in  this  poftprc, 
kings  might  fafely  be  trufted   (with  the  advice  of  their 
council)  to  confer  the  commands  of  the  militia  in  towns 
and  provinces  upon  the  moft  eminent  men  in  them :  and 
ahd  whilft  thofe  kings  were  cxercifcd  in  almoft  perpetual 
wars,    and  placed  their    glory   in   the  grcatnefs  of  the 
aflions  they  atchieved  by  the  power  and  valour  of  thei' 
people,  it  was  their  intereft  always  to chufe  fuch  as  feemed 
bcft  to  deferve  that  honour.     It  was  not  to  be  imagined, 
that  through  the  weaknefs  of  fome,  and  malice  of  others, 
thofe  dignities  fliould  by  degrees  be  turned  into  empty  titles, 
and  become  the  rewards  of  the  greateft  crimes,  and  the 
vileft  ferviccs ;  or'that  the  nobleft  of  their  dependents,  for 
want  of  them,  fliould  be  brought  under  the  name  of  com- 
moners, and  deprived  of  all  privileges  except  fuch  as  were 
common  to  them  with  their  grooms.     Such  a  ftupendoug 
change  being  in  procefs  of  time  infenfibly  introduced,  the 
foundations  of  that  government,  which  they  had  efta- 
bliflied,    were  removed,    and   the   fupcrftrucSure   over- 
thrown.    The  balance  by  which  it  fubfifted  was  broken  ; 
and  it  is  as  impoflible  to  reftore  it,  as  for  moft  of  thofe 
who  at  this  day  go  under  the  name  of  noblemen,  to  per* 
form  the  duties  required   from   the  ancient  nobility  of 
England.     And  though  there  were  a  charm  in  the  name, 
and  thofe  who  have  it,  fliould  be  immediately  filled  with 
L  I  2  a  fpirit 
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a  rpiric  like  to  that  which   ammatcd  onr  mnceftors,  and 

cruicav  our  to  dcfcrvc  the  htinoars  chcy  poPclV,  by  fuch 
ftTvicci  ta  the  country  as  thry  ought  to  have  peri ormcd  bc- 
hjTf!  they  had  them,  they  would  not  be  able  to  accomplil^ 
it.  They  have  neither  the  intcrcrt  nor  the  cftates  re- 
quired for  fa  great  a  wotk-  Thofc  who  have  eAatcs  at  a 
rick  rent,  have  no  dei>cndtnts.  Their  tenants,  when 
they  have  paid  what  is  agreed*  owe  them  nothing;  and 
knowing  they  lliall  be  turned  out  of  their  tcnememsi 
as  fiion  as  any  iiher  will  give  a  Uttlc  more,  tiicy  look 
upon  their  lords,  as  men,  who  receive  more,  from  the nti 
til. in  tl.r-y  conk''  uport  them,  Tlib  dependence  bemg 
loit,  llx  louis  liivc  k  nly  m'^rc  mtinrv  tu  ipead  or  lay 
up  t.  ^'^  f^hcr,^,  in*J  no  command  ot  men;  and  can 
there*  4e  nt-hcr  |  rotrcl  tSie  Wcik^  nnr  curb  the  infolcntp 
By  this  n?c  i>,  aJ  clangs  Iia^  c  Ixcn  brought  into  the 
luri'^s  t  I,.,  kit^^s  and  lar  coinm-jner*;  and  there  is  no- 
tliiii^  JlU  fii  It  rt  ni:  them,  imd  to  maintain  the  union. 
Tiic  pcfpi'fUjT  j^rrin^;^  iic  hc.ir  cviry  d.iy,  the  divifion  of 
lie  untkn  i  ^  u  hich  t'lCti'jLs,  a^  threaicn  u^  with  ruin, 
;md  ail  ific  (lifortkTS  that  we  ice  )r  fear,  are  the  etTcets  of 
(his  rupture,  1  hel'e  things  arc  nnt  to  be  imputed  to  our 
oriynal  cnn'hiutiL.ns,  but  to  thufe  who  have  fubverted 
tliim:  dwl  ^i  tjny  w.ia  bv  corrupting,  changing,  ener- 
vating^, iinti  nnuiMlann-  the  uuhlbiyj  which  was  the 
pine'j,vu  iijp|H*rt  uf  the  anciciit  regular  moaarchVj  liave 
tlrivcu  iln  W  ^h«^  are  truL  iiuLlemen  into  the  fame  intercft 
und  u.{ivc  with  the  cuinuuiih,  and  by  that  means  in- 
creitkd  ;i  [-^''j  Vihieh  iictT  w^t*.,  and  1  think,  never  can 
be,  uaiicd  w  the  couri^  they  aic  to  antVer  for  the  eon- 

Icquences  * 
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fcqucnccs ;  and  if  they  perifh,  their  dcftru^Hon  »s  from 
themfclves. 

The  inconveniences  therefore  proceed  not  from  the  in- 
«  ftitution,  but  from  the  innovation.  The  law  was  plain, 
but  it  has  been  indu!>rioufly  rcn<tered  perplex  :  they  who 
were  to  have  upheld  it  arc  overthrown  That  which 
mi^ht  have  been  eafily  performed  when  the  people  was 
armed,  and  had  a  great,  ftrong,  virtuous,  and  powerful 
nobility  to  lead  them,  is  made  difficult,  now  they  are  dif- 
armed,  and  that  nobility  abolifhed.  Our  anccftors  may 
evidently  appear,  not  only  to  have  intended  well,  but  to 
have  taken  a  right  courfe  to  accomplifli  what  they  in- 
tended. This  had  effedt  as  long  as  the  cauCe  continued  ; 
and  the  only  fault  that  can  be  afcribed  to  that  which  they 
cflablifhed  is,  that  it  has  not  proved  to  be  perpetual ; 
which  is  no  more  than  may  be  juftly  faid  of  the  beft  hu- 
man conftitutions,  that  ever  have  been  in  the  world.  If 
we  will  be  juft  to  our  anceflors,  it  will  become  us  in  our 
time  rather  to  purfue  what  we  know  they  intended,  and 
by  new  conrtitutions  to  repair  the  breaches  made  upon 
the  old,  than  toaccufc  them  of  the  defed^s  that  will  for 
ever  attend  the  adtions  of  men.  Taking  our  affairs  at 
the  word,  we  fhall  foon  find,  that  if  we  have  the  fame 
fpirit  they  had,  we  may  cafily  reftore  our  nation  to  its 
ancient  libert}%  dignity,  and  happinefs  ;  and  if  we  do 
not,  the  fault  is  owing  to  ourfclves,  and  not  to  any  wane 
of  virtue  and  wifdom  in  them. 


LI3 


patiiarncnt-jnen,  and  the  errors 
neither  prove^  that  kings  are  or  < 

THE  original  of  magiilratical  p 
our  anceftors  in  its  creation,  and  tl 
the  diredlion  and  limitation  of  it  i 
cientlj  appear  by  what  has  been  i 
author,  taking  hold  of  every  twig,  ] 
*^  may  call  and  diflblve  parliamen 
and  from  th^ce  infers  "  the  po' 
"  them  '"  alledges,  **  the  variou 
*•  parts  of  this  nation  ufcd  in  th< 
**  ment-men,  to  proceed  from  th 
"  becaufe  a  people  may  commit 
*<  power  ought  to  be  put  into  the  h 

I  anfwer,  it  That  the  power  of 
parliaments  is  not  (imply  in  kings, 
liaments,  if  there  be  occafion,  at 
does  not  exadt  it ;  they  arc  placed  a 
vigilantly  to  obfcrvc  tlie  motions  of 
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ling,  te  a  great  calamity  to  a  nation,  and  his  malice  Is 
worfe,  but  not  art  irreparable  ruin.  ^Remedies  may  be, 
and  often  have  I  cen  found  againft  the  worft  of  their 
vices.  The  laft  French  kings,  of  the  races  of  Merovcus 
and  Pepin,  brought  many  mifchic^  upon  the  kipgdom, 
but  the  deflrucSion  was  prevented.  Edward  and  Richnrd 
the  Sconds  of  England  was  not  unlike  them,  and  we 
know  by  what  means  the  nation  was  preferved.  The 
qucftion  was  not  who  had  the  right,  or  who  ought  to  call 
parliaments,  but  how  the  commonwealth  might  be  faved 
frjm  ruin.  The  confuls,  or  other  chief  magi  Orates  in 
Rome,  had  certainly  a  right  of  affembling  and  difmiflTmg 
the  fenate  :  but  when  Hannibal  was  at  the  gates,  or  any 
Other  imminent  danger  threatened  them  with  dcftru(^ion; 
if  that  magiftrate  had  been  drunk,  mad,  or  gained  by  the 
enemy,  no  wife  man  can  think,  that  formalities  were  to 
have  been  obfcrvcd.  In  fuch  cafes  every  man  is  a  ma- 
gi ftrate  ;  and  he  who  heft  knows  the  danger,  and  the 
means  of  preventing  it,  has  a  right  of  calling  the  fenate 
or  people  to  an  aflembly.  The  people  would,  and  cer- 
tainly ought  to  follow  him,  as  they  did  Brutus  and  Va- 
lerius againfl  Tarquin,  or  Horatio  and  Valerius  againft 
the  decemviri ;  and  whoever  fliould  do  othcrwife,  might, 
for  fottiflincfs,  be  compared  to  the  courtiers  of  the  two 
lad  kings  of  Spain.  The  firll  of  thrfe,  by  name  Philip 
the  Third,  being  indifpofcd  in  rold  weather,  a  hraziero 
of  coals  was  brought  into  his  chamber,  and  placed  fo 
near,  to  him,  that  he  was  cruelly  fcorchcd.  A  nobleman, 
then  prcfcnt,  faid  to  one  who  ftood  by  him,  **  The  king 
"  burns  ;"'  the  other  anfwered,  it  was  true,  but  the  page 

L  1  4  ^tvc^k^^ 


ing  to  lend  the  king  a  cloak,  he  \ 
officer  could  be  found  that  carried 
a  cold,  which  caft  him  into  a  dang( 
like  the  confequences  of  fuch  a 
caufe  it  to  be  obfcrved  in  their  ov 
tions>  looking  iff  the  firft  place  tq^tl 
be  guilty  of  the  moft  extreme  ftu 
fuifer  themfelves  to  be  ruined  for 
monies. 

This  is  faid  upon  a  fuppofltion, 
of  calling  and  diiTolving  parliam 
placed  in  the  king:  but  I  utterly  d* 
to  prove  it  (hall  give  the  following 

(i.)  That  the  king  can  have  no 
be  given  to  htm,  for  every  man  ii 
the  fame  power  that  makes  him  ki 
belongs  to  his  being  king.  It  is 
rent,  but  a  delegated  power ;  and  ^ 
accountable  to  thofc  that  gave  it  ; 
forced  to  confcfs,  **  they  \Nh()  give 


GOVERNMENT.  5^9 

meet  to  no  purpofc  if  they  may  not  continue  to  do  the 
work  for  which  they  meet ;  and  it  were  abfurd  to  give 
them  a  power  of  meeting,  if  they  might  not  continue  till 
it  be  done :  for,  as  Grotius  fays,  *'  Qui  dat  fine  m,  dat 
**  media  ad  finem  neceffaria."  The  only  reafon  why 
parliaments  do  meet,  is  to  provide  for  the  public  good  ; 
^nd  they  by  law  ought  to  meet  for  that  end.  They 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  diiTolvcd,  till  it  be  accomplilh- 
ed.  For  this  reafon  the  opinion  given  by-Trcfilian,  that 
kings  might  diflolve  parliaments  at  their  pleafure,  wag 
judged  to  be  a  principal  part  of  hifi  trcafon. 

(3.)  We  have  already  proved,  that  Saxons,  Danes, 
Normans,  ^c.  who  had  no  title  to  the  crown,  were  made 
kings  by  micklegemots,  wittenagemots,  and  parliaments ; 
that  is,  either  by  the  whole  people,  or  their  reprcfenta- 
tivcs:  others  have  been  by  the  fame  authority  reftrained, 
brought  to  order,  or  dcpofcd.  But  as  it  is  impoffiblc, 
that  fuch  as  were  not  kings,  and  had  iw  title  to  be  kings, 
could,  by  virtue  of  a  kingly  power,  call  parliaments, 
when  they  had  none ;  and  abfurd  to  think,  that  fuch  as 
were  in  the  throne,  who  had  not  governed  according  to 
law,  would  fuffer  themfclvcs  tu  be  reftrained,  imprifpned, 
or  depofed  by  parliaments,  called  and  fitting  by  them- 
fclvcs, and  flill  depending  upon  their  will  to  be,  or  not 
to  be  i  it  is  certain  that  parliaments  have  in  themfelves  a 
power  of  fitting  and  acting  for  the  public  good. 

2.  To  the  fecond.  The  various  cufloms  ufcd  in 
elections  are  nothing  to  the  queftion.  In  the  countries, 
which  make  up  the  body  of  the  nation,  all  freeholders 
have  their  votes :  thefc  arc  properly  "  civcs,"  members 


fo  far   ilirpcrfcd,  that   without   tn 
could  not  leave  their  l.abitations, 
Ihould   rcprefcnt  them.     When  t 
more  poliflied,  to  inhabit  cities  ar 
feveral  arts  and  trades ;  thofe  wh< 
thought  to  be  as  ufcful  to  the  c 
freeholders  in  the  country,  and  to 
leges.     But  it  not  being  reafonable 
in  this  cafe  do  what  he  pleafed  ;  i 
the  king  with  his  council  (which  : 
"  proceres*'  and  "  magnates  regni 
numbers  of  men,  and  what  places 
corporations,  .or  bodies  politic,  ant 
vilcgcs,  by  which  he  did  notconfci 
that  was  his,  but,  according  to  the 
did  difpcnfc  out  of  the  public  ftock  | 
received  from  the  whole  nation :  a 
to  be  enjtn'cd  by  nil  the  in!  n  hi  fan  t; 
by  the  ci'ivimt^n  h.ill  ,   as    in    I."iu!f: 
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i^trudcd^  and  adds  weight  to  the  obligiation  incumbent 
upon  hinn  ;  but  crin  never  change  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
fo  as  to  make  that  an  inhr.rcnt,  which  is  only  a  delegated 
power.  And  as  parliamcnrs,  when  ocH^afion  required, 
have  been  aflembled,  have  refjicd  to  be  diffolved  till 
their  work  wrih  finifljccl,  i-ive  Icvereh'  punilhed  thoTe 
Vfho  went  about  to  pcrfu.idc  kings,  rhat  fuch  matters  de- 
pended ablolutcly  upon  their  will,  and  made  laws  to  the 
contrary;  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  they  would  not 
alfo  have  intcrpofcd  their  authority  in  matters  of  charters, 
if  it  had  been  obferved,  that  any  king  h^^d  notoriouily 
abufed  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  and  turned  the  power  to 
his  private  advantage,  with  which  he  was  intruded  hr 
t  iC  public  good. 

That  which  renders  this  moft  plain  and  fafc,  is,  that 
men  chofen  in  this  manner  to  ferve  in  parliament,  do  not 
atS  by  themfelves,  *  but  in  conjundlion  with  others,  who 
are  fent  thither  by  prcfcription ;  nor  by  a  power  derived 
from  kings,  but  from  thofe  that  chofe  them.  If  it  be 
true,  therefore,  that  thofe  who  delegate  powers,  do 
always  retain  themfelves  more  than  they  give,  they  who 
fend  thefc  men,  do  not  give  them  an  abfolute  power  of 
doing  whatfoever  they  pleafe,  but  retain  to  themfelves 
more  than  they  confer  upon  their  deputies:  they  muft 
therefore  be  accountable  to  their  priiK'iplcs,  contrary  to 
what  our  author  afferts.  This  continues  in  force,  though 
he  knows  not,  that  "  any  knights  and  burgeifes,  have 
"  ever  been  queftioncd  by  thofe  that  fent  them ;"  for  it 
cannot  be  concluded  they  ought  not,  or  may  not  be  quef- 
tioncd,  becaufe  none  have  been  queftioned.     But  in 

trutlv 
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tfuth  thef  arc  frequently  queflioncd:  the  people  io  pcr- 
penially  judgt  of  the  bchaviouT  of  the*r  deputies.  When* 
focver  anj  of  them  has  the  mi  !i fortune  nm  to  hthfy  the 
major  pan  of  tRofc  that  chofc  him,  he  is  fure  to  be  re- 
jerked  with  (Ofgracc  the  next  time  he  Ihall  defire  to  be 
chofcn.  This  is  not  only  a  fufTicient  pumftiment  for  fudi 
faults,  as  hi  who  is  but  one  uf  five  hundred  may  proba^ 
bly  commlti  bat  as  much  as  the  greatcft  and  frceft  people 
of  (he  world  did  ever  iafiie'l  upon  their  commanders,  that 
brought  tl^c  grcatcft  luiTcs  upon  them,  Appius  Claudius, 
Pomp«^nto<5,  artd  Tcrrentius  Varro,  furvived  the  2,Tratefl 
defeats  that  ever  the  Romans  lurtcrcJ  ^  ari'^  though  they 
had  caufcd  them  by  tluMr  folly  and  pcrvcrfcners,  were 
never  puniflicd.  Yet  I  think  no  man  doubts,  that  the 
Romans  had  as  much  right  over  their  own  officers,  as  the 
Athenians  ant!  Carthaginians,  who  frequently  put  them 
to  death.  They  thought  the  mind  of  a  commin  icr 
vould  ho  too  much  diliraO^cd,  if  at  the  fame  time  he 
fhould  fland  in  fear  both  of  tlic  enemy,  and  liis  own 
countrymen:  and  as  tliey  always  endeavoured  to chufe  the 
bcl\  men,  they  would  lay  no  other  neceiTity  upon  them 
of  performing  their  duty,  than  w  hat  was  fuggclTed  by 
their  own  virtue,  and  love  to  their  country.  It  is  not 
thercfi^rc  to  be  thought  flrange,  if  the  people  of  England 
have  followed  the  mort  generous,  and  rpoft  profperous 
examples.  Bcfidcs,  if  any  thing  has  been  dcfcd^ivc  in 
their  ufual  prtKccdings  with  their  delegates,  the  incon- 
venience has  been  repaired  by  the  modcfty  of  the  bed  and 
wifeft  of  them  that  were  chofen.  Many  in  all  ages,  and 
fometimcs  the  whole  body  of  the  commons,  have  refufcd 
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to  give  their  opinion  in  fome  cafes  till  they  had  confulted 
with  thofe  that  fent  them:  the  houfeshave  been  often 
adjourned  to  give  them  time  to  do  it;  and  if  this  were 
done  more  frequently,  or  that  the  towns,  cities,  and 
counties,  had  on  fome  occafions  given  inftrudions  to 
their  deputies,  matters  would  probably  have  gone  better 
in  parliament  than  they  have  often  done. 

3.  The  qucftion  is  not,  whether  the  parliament  be 
impeccable  or  infa^liable,  but  whether  an  aflfembly  of 
nobility,  with  a  houfe  of  commons  compofed  of  thofe 
who  are  beft  efteemed  by  their  neighbours  in  all  the  towns 
and  counties  of  England,  are  more  or  lefs  fubjecS  ta 
error  or  corruption,  than  fuch  a  man,  woman,  or  child, 
as  happens  to  be  next  in  blood  to  the  lad  kmg.  Many 
men  do  ufually  fee  more  than  one  ;  and  if  we  may  be- 
lieve the  wifeft  king,  "  In  the  multitude  of  counfellort 
**  there  is  fafety."*  Such  as  are  of  mature  age,  good 
experience,  and  approved  reputation  for  virtue  and  wif- 
dom,  will  probably  judge  better  than  children  or  fools* 
Men  are  thought  to  be  more  fit  for  war,  than  women; 
and  thofe  who  arc  bred  up  in  difcipline,  to  underftand  it 
better  than  thofe  who  never  knew  any  thing  of  it.  If 
fome  counties  or  cities  fail  to  chufc  fuch  men  as  are  emi« 
nently  capable,  all  will  hardly  be  fo  miftakcn  as  to  chufe 
thofe  who  have  no  more  wifdom  or  virtue,  than  is  ufually 
entailed  upon  families.  But  Filmcr  at  a  venture  ad* 
mires  the  profound  wifdom  of  the  king;  though,  befidet 
fuch  as  wc  have  known,  hiAorics  give  us  too  many 

♦  Pfov.  xi.  14. 

proofs^ 
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proofs,  that  all  thofc  who  have  been  pofleflfed  of  cfovfmP 
have  not  excelled  that  way*     He  fpcaks  of  kings  m  ge- 
neral, and  makrs  no  Jiffercncc  between  Solomon  and  his^ 
foolifh  fon.     He  didinguifties  noc  out  Edward  rhe  Ftrft  ' 
firom  Edwajd   the  Second;    Edward    the  Third   fnmi 
Richard  the  Second  ;  or  Henry  the  Fifth  from  Henry  the 
Sixth,     And  becaufe  aJl  of  them  were  kings,  all  of  them, 
if  he  dcfcrvcs  credit,  muft  needs  have  been  endowed 
^ith  profound  wifdom.     David  wa|  wife  as  an  angd  of 
God;  therefore  the  ptefent  kfngs  of  France,  Spain^  and 
Sweden,  miiH  have  been  fo  alfo,  when   fhcy  wt^re  but 
five  years  old:  Joan  of  Caftillc  could  not  be  mad,  nor  the 
two  Joans  of  Naples  infamous  trumpets,  or  clfe  all  his 
ai]guments  fall   to  the  ground.      For    though   Solomon's 
wifdom  furpaiTed  that  of  all  the   pc'>ple,  yet  men   could 
not  rely  equally  upon  that  of  Reh^boam,  unlcfs  it  had 
been  equal.     And  if  they  are  all  cquil  in  wifdom  when 
they  come  to  be  equally  kings,  Pcrfcs  of  M.icedon  was  as 
great  a  captain  as  Philip  or  Altximdcr  ;  Commodus  and 
Heliogabalus  were  as   wife  and  virtuous  as  Marcus  Au- 
relius  and  Antoninus  Pius:  nay,  Cliriftiana  of  Sweden,  in 
her  infancy,  was  as  fit  to  command  an  army  as  her  va- 
liant father.     If  this  be  moll  ahfurd  and  falfc,  there  can 
be  neither  rcafon   nor  fenfc  in  propoling,  as  our  author 
does,  that  the  power  Hiould  be  in  the  king,  becaufe  the 
parliament  is    not  intalliable.     **  It   is,"  lays  he,  "  for 
**  the  head  to  corrcd,  and  not  to  expcd  the  content  of 
**  the  members  or  parties  pccant  to  be  judges  in   their 
"  own  cafes  I   nor  is  it  needful  to  confine  the  king,  &c." 
Befides  that  this   is  dirc*fl]y  contrary  to  his  own  funda- 
mental 
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mental  maximy  that  no  nian  muft  be  the  judge  of  hia 
own  cafe,  fnafmuch  a>  this  would  put  the  power  inta 
the  king's  hands  to  decide  the  controverfies  betwceit 
himfelf  and  the  p€ople>  in  which  his  own  paffions,  pri-* 
vate  intered,  and  the  corrupt  councils  of  ill  miniftera^ 
will  always  lead  him  out  of  the  way  of  juftice,  the  incon- 
venjpnces  that  may  arife  from  a  poflibility  that  the  par- 
liajnent  or  people  is  not  infalliable,  will  be  turned  to  th© 
inoft  certain 'and  deftrudtive  mifchiefs ;  as  muft  have 
fallen  out  in  Spain^  if,  upon  e  fuppofition  that  the  eftatef 
of  Caftillc  might  err,  the  corredtion  of  fuch  errors  had 
been  left  to  the  profound  wifdom,  and  exquiiite  judgment^ 
of  Joan  their  queen  and  head,  who  was  ftark-mad.  And 
the  like  may  be  faid  of  many  other  princes,  who  through 
natural  or  accidental  infirmities,  want  of  age,  or  dotage/ 
have  been  utterly  unable  to  judge  of  any  thing. 

The  matter  will  not  be  much  mended,  though  I  paft 
from  ideots  and  lunatics,  to  fuch  as  know  well  enough 
how  to  cloathe  and  feed  thcmfelves,  and  to  perform  the 
ordinary  fundlions  of  life  ;  and  yet  have  been  as  uncapa- 
ble  of  giving  a  right  judgment  concerning  the  weighty 
.matters  of  government,  as  the  wcakeft  of  children,  or 
'the  mod  furious  of  madmen,  Good  manners  forbid  mt 
to  enumerate  the  examples  of  this  kind,  which  Europe 
has  produced  even  in  this  age:  but  I  (hould  commit  a 
greater  fault,  if  I  did  in  filence  pafsover  the  extravagances 
of  thofe,  \iho  being  moft  weak  in  judgment,  and  irrcgu* 
lar  in  their  appetites,  have  been  moft  impatient  of  any 
reftraint  upon  their  will.  The  brave  Guftavus  Adolphus, 
and  his  nephew  Carol^s  Guftavus,  who  was  not  inferior 


ravaged  by  Swedes,  Tartars, 
emperor,  who  palled  his  time  ir 
a  wretched  Italian  eunuch,  whe 
the  head  of  a  brave  army,  rai 
the  year  1664;  and  which  ui 
have  overthrown  the  Ottoman 
delivered  from  the  fear  of  that 
lubjcdts  with  fuch  cruelty,  that 
to  the  Turks  for  protection ; 
who  find  their  condition  more 
/effed  enemies  to  chrifttanity, 
pride,  avarice,  perfidioufnefs,  ai 
by  whonv  he  is  governed.  An 
of  Portugal  are  fo  well  known, 
tion  to  which  he  would  have  1 
had  not  been  fent  to  the  Terce 
particularly  of  him. 

If  kings  therefore,  by  virtue 
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redly  Ibols  or  madmen^  yet  abfolutcly  uncapablc  of  judging 
important  affinrsy  or  by  their  pafllonsy  interefts,  vices,  or 
malice  and  wickednefs  of  their  minifters,  fervants,  and 
iavouritesy  arc  fet  to  opprefs  and  ruin  the  people,  enjoy 
the  fame  privilege ;  than  which  nothing  can  be  imagined 
more  abfurd  and  abominable^  nor  more  diredtly  tending 
to  the  corruption  and  deibrudiion  of  the  nations  under 
them,  for  whofe  good  and  fafety  our  author  confefle*  they 
have  their  power. 


SECT.      XXXIX. 

Thofe  kings  enly^  are  heads  of  the  people^  who  are  good^ 
wife,  and  feel  t$  advance  no  interefi  hut  that  of  thi 
public. 

THE  word  of  men  feldom  arrive  to  fuch  a  degree  of 
impudence^as  plainly  to  propofe  the  moft  mifchievous 
follie&  and  enormities.  They  who  are  enemies  to  virtue^ 
and  fear  not  God,  are  afcaid  of  men,  and  dare  not  offer 
fuch  things  as  the  world  will  not  bear,  left  by  that  means 
they  (hould  overthrow  their  own  defigns.  All  poifon  muft 
be  difguifed,  and  no  man  can  be  perfuaded  to  eat  arfenic, 
unlefs  it  be  covered  with  fomething  that  appears  to  Be 
harmlefs.  Cregfa  would  have  abhorred  Medea's  prcfent, 
if  the  peftiienc  venom  had  not  been  hidden  by  the  exterior 
luftre  of  gold  and  gems.  The  garment  that  deftroyed 
Hercules  appeared  beautiful ;  and  Eve  had  utvCtv&t  t.>x^tw 

Vol.  II.  Mm  ^^ 
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of  rhc  forbidflcn  tre^,  or  given  the  fruit  tn  her  hu^tndf 
if  it  had  not  fecmtd  to  be  good  :ind  pleafsintt  and  fhc  hrrd 
not  been  induced  to  bcHcvc,  that  bj  ca'^ng  tt  t>«cy  ^uld 
both  be  as  Gods»  The  fcrvants  of  the  devU  have  aiwmji 
followed  the  f^tnr  method  i  their  maVice  Is  carTierl  on  by 
fraud,  and  they  have  fcldom  dcftrovcd  tnjv  bi/t  fuch  m 
they  J^ad  ^rft  deceived.  Truth  can  iievcf  coodoce  m 
mifdiirf,  and  is  bcft  difcovcrcd  by  plain  wonis  ;  but  mo^ 
thing  is  more  ufual  with  lU  men,  thnn  to  co^er  their  tiitfe 
ehtcvous  deiigiis  with  figurative  phrafes.  It  would  be  ton 
ridiculous  to  fay  in  plain  terms,  that  all  kin^rs  without 
diRlndion  are  better  able  to  judge  of  all  matters  than 
any  or  all  their  people  ;  they  mull  therefore  be  called 
<*  the  head,"  that  thereby  they  miy  be  invefted  with  all 
the  pre-eminences  vhich  in  a  natural  body  belong  to  that 
part;  and  men  mu^  he  male  to  believe  the  analogy 
between  the  natural  and  political  body  to  be  perfect.  But 
the  matter  mu!l  be  hctrer  examined  before  this  mortal 
J^eifon  fcem  fit  to  be  fwallovved. 

The  word  "  head'  is  ti^  .rativcly  ufed  beth  in  Scrip- 
ture and  profane  auth(>rs  in  feveral  fenfes,  irt  Vclation  to  . 
places  or  pcrfons,  and  always  inrtplies  fometliihg  of  real 
or  feeming  pre-eminence  in  point  of  honour  or  jurifdlc- 
tion.  Thu$  Damafcus  is  faid  to  be  the  head  of  S}T:ia  ; 
Samaria  of  Ephraim,  and  Ephraim  of  the  ten  tribes  ; 
that  is,  Ephraim  was  the  chief  tribe ;  Samaria  Was  tile 
chief  city  of  Ephraim,  and  Damafcus  of  Syria  ;  thou^ 
it  be  certain,  that  Ephraim  had  no  jurifdidHon  ove?r 
the  other  tribes,  nor  Samaria  over  the  other  cities  of 
jEj)hraim,  but  cvcr>f  ot\t  according  to  the  Tftw  had  an 
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equal  pover  within  irietfp  on  ^  tenitotto  belonging  to 
it-,  aoAm  privileges  were  gmotcd  to  ono nbove  anodier^ 
ctedpl  to  Jenifidem,  in  duS  niatter  of  rcligioni  becaufe 
liwUtDple  wtti  plteed  thtte. 

: ;  Tbe  vQivjitalfo  b^ad,  prloccr  principal  man,  or  cap- 
jlaWlt  item  to  be.  equivocal ;  9f^  in  this  fenfe,  the  fame 
men  agre  called  heads  of  the  tiibesy  princes  in  the  houies 
^4]^  J^hprs*  9  i9X^  ifcis  U^,  iJmt  two  hundred  heads 
of  the  tribe  of  Reuben  were  catried  away  captive  bf 
Tigl^tb-Pi^qififi  aiid.pi(opor^^n^ly  in  the  other  tribes; 
which  wefq  a  AfiangP  thirig,  if  .the  ward  did  imply  thai 
£opccf^,  ^bhi^Uf  and  intiniie  power  that  pui^  author  at* 
^ytributos  to  k :  and  no.nuin  of  le(s  underftanding  than  he, 
can  c^mffTci^c^  fiofr  there  (hpuld  be  two  hundred  or  more 
jfipv^gn  fii^i<9^i^d  powers  if\  one  fribe^  moft  dTpecialiy 
i94if;n,it  i^, certain,  that  oee  ferieiB  ,pf  lings  hud  for  Bumy 
^ag^s  jDc}(gn^  pvcr;  that  trihe  and  nine  pnofc  ;  and  tfiat 
-•very  pne  of  thofe  tribes,  as  well  as  the  particular  citiest 
:  ffven  from-  their  firft  entrance  into  the  promifod  land, 
hfid  a  foil  jiirifdf6t4Qn  .within  itfelf.     When  the  Gilea- 
rditps  caene^te  Jephtha^  he  fufpoded  them,  and  aiked 
(Whether  indccfl  they  intended  to  make  him  their  head? 
.'They  altered,  if  he  would  kad  them  againll  the  Am- 
monites, he  (hould  be  their  headt.     In  (he  like  fenfe^ 
.,wheaJ;uUp^  Oe(ar  in  defpair  would. have  killed  himfelf, 
oPiK^of  Jb^^^ii^dier^^d^lfuadcd  him  framthat  de%n9  by  teJU 
jftgsti^'hi  **{tT^.^  £i£sxy,of  to  many  n^iioo^i  that 

.   Peiidjait,  ^  taiitns  capijt  iitic  libt  fecrret  o>i^u, 

r   .i  M  m  a  ^  "^^"^ 
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**  hmd  made  him  thdr  head,  dependinf  opon  his  life,  i 
^i«  piQnid  be  cruelty  in  him  to  rake  fu^h  i  lefoltilifinJ 

But  far  all  that,  wh*n  thKi  hc^d  was  taken  dfff  the  I 

did  ftill  Ibbfift  :  upon  which  I  obfrrvc  nmtif  ! 

tal  diiFercncet,  between   the  reJatfon  of  thi»  figunciij 

head  (e%'en  when  the  wofd  h  rightly  applied)  and  that  < 

the  naitirai  head  to  their  rcfpcAive  b^ic»* 

The  figurative  heads  may  be  many,  the  mtiirml  btfCJ 

oiie* 

The  people  make  or  create  the  figu rati  re  head ;  Ulc 

nattira)  is  from  itfelf,  or  connate  with  the  body. 

The  natural  body  cannot  change  or  fubfift  without  the 

natural  head  ;•  but  a  people  may  change  and  fubfift  very 

well  without  the  artificial.     Nay,  if  it  had  been  true, 
that  the  world  had  chofcn  Cxfar,  as  it  was  not  (for  he 
was  chofen  only  by  a  fad^ious  mercenary  army,  and  die 
foundcft   part  fo  far  oppofcd   that  cle6^ion,   that   dicy 
brought  him  to  think  of  killing  himfelf),  there  could  have 
been  no  truth  in  this  ftattering  affcrtion,   "  That  the 
"  fafcty  of  the  whole  depended  upon  his  lifer**^  for  the 
world  could  not  only  fubfift  wkhout  him,  but  without 
any  fuch  head,  as  it  had  done,  before  he,  by  the  help  of 
his  corrupted   foldicry,  had   ufurped  the  power;  which 
alfo  (hews,  that  a  civil  head  may  be  a  matter  of  con- 
venience, but  not  of  neceflity.     Many  nations  have  had 
none ;  and  if  the  exprcflfion  be  fo  for  ftrctched,  as  to 
make  it  extend  to  the  annual  or  temporary  niagiftiates 
fet  up  by  the  Adienians,  Carthaginians,  Romans,  and 
©thcr  ancient  commonwealths,  or  to  thofe  at   this  day 
in  Venice,   Holland,   Switzerland,  and  other  places,  it 
*  rouft 
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mild  be  confeflfedy  that  the  people  who  made,  depofed, 
abrogated,  or  abolidied,  both  the  miagii^rates.amimagiiW. 
t^nAcif  held  tbc  power  of  framings  direding,  ^nd  remoy* 
ifig^heh-  heads,  which,  our  author  will  fay,  is  tnoft  ab-' 
fArdi     Yti'  tAey  did  it  witht>ut  any  prejudice  to  them- 
fclvcs,  and  rerf  often  much  to  theix  advantage, 
'in  mentioning  thefe  vaft  and  effential  differences  be* 
tWcert  the  natural  and  pf)lit]cal  head,  I  no- way  intend  to. 
cxcltWetHh(ers,'that  may  Ijc  of  equal  weight;  but  as  all* 
flgutitivc'fecpfrcffions  have  their  (brcngth  only  from* fimi- 
litude,  there  cftn  be  little  or  none  in  this,  which  differs  < 
in  fo  mwfiy  important  points,  and  can  therefore  be  of  no 
efFca.  .   '  ' 

However,  right  proceeds  from  identity,  and  not  from 
fimilitude^  The  right  of  a  man  over  me  is  by  being  my- 
father,  'and  not  by  being  like  my  father.  If  I  had  a 
brother  ft>  pcrfedly  rcfembling  mcj  as  to  deceive  our- 
pareilt^,  ivhich  h  'S  fomctimes  happened  to  twins,  it  could 
give' him*  ho  right  to  any  thing  that  is  mine.  Jf  the 
power  therefore  of  conred^ing  the  parties  peccant,  which, 
our  author  attributes  to  kings,  be  grounded  upon  thd- 
naVne  of  head,  and  a  refcmblance  between  the  heads  of- 
the  body  politic  and' body  natural  ^  if  this  rcfemblance  bcr 
fbvind  to  be  exceedingly  imperfcd,  uncertain,  .or  perhaps 
no- way  relating  to  the  matter  in  queftion ;  or  though  it 
did,  and  were  abfolutely  pcrfedl,  could  confer  no  right  ;• 
the  allegation  of  it  is  impertinent  and  abfurd. 

This  being  cleared,  it  is  time  ta  examine^  what  the 
office  of  the  head  is  in  a  natural  body,  that  we  may  learn 
from  thence,  why  that  name  is  fomctimes  given  to  thoCc.^ 

M  m  3  Vti%r- 


think  It  is  not  doubted,  that  all  t\ 
feat  and  function  in  the  head  ;  ar 
or  hurtful  lo  •  mtri,  is  by  tbom  rej 
(fafiding;  as  Anflotk  fayt,  Hfti4 
**  Mon  ik  fArnvBi  (taku''  Th»  i 
cfi^^#n«g}(tffttcr4leik  di»«eMinrf 
to  ret^refenc  wkathe  Aibdfvs^hmi 
focicty  ;  which  office  belongs  not 
but  pnofohfamablf  tb  cIk  TutMi 
wcfc  the  thiif'^tnen  aonong  die  Ifr: 
<f  of  dieirftthe»htiiife»  choke  and 
•1  diitf  Kif  the  {)rwices*."  Addio 
fhenrion  itmtdeof  ^  nint  ihondvw 
«<  chkif  mMi  in  tlielioafe  of  their  ; 
c4tereifed  a  chtfiittMc  caic  over  iv 
them  In  (po#«r  and  vak»uc>  witfaout 
nigntft'brj^Mb^^diM  thirts  c» 
reignt !  and  ftidvab  Were  mnlcr  'tli 
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part  IS  only  to  indicate;  and  he  who  takes  upon  him  to 
do  more  i&  qqt  the  bead.  A  f^tural  body  i^  JiQmpge- 
juy^ilSy  and  canpot  fubfift,  if  it  be  not  fp.  W^  canm^ 
tajk.e  one  p^rt  of  a  horfe,  ancther  of  a  bear,  and  put  upo^ 
Ihem  the  head  of  a  Ijon  ;  for  it  would  be  a  mpnOer,  tha^ 
would  have  neither  aflion  nor  life.  The  head  muft  be 
jof  the  fame  nature  with  the  othfsr  n^embers,  xwr  It  caOnot 
iubfift.  4Jut  the  lord  or  maftcr  differs  "  in  fpejcfc*'  from 
his  fervants  and  (laves:  he  isaojt  therefore  properly  their 
he;^.  • 

Befides,  the  head  cannot  have  a  fubfiftence  without  the 
body,  nor  any  intereft  conrrary  to  that  of  the  body  ;  and 
it  is  impolnble  for  %ny  thing  to  be  gpod  for  the  head, 
that  is  hurtful  to  the  body.  A  prince  therefore  or  ma- 
giftratjc,  who  fets  up  ^.n  intercft  in  himfelf  di(Un6l  from, 
or  repugnant  t^,  that  of  rthc  people,  renounces  ^c  title 
or  quality  of  their  head.  Indeed,  Mofes  was  the  head 
of  the  Ifraelites:  for  when  God  threatened  to  deftroy 
that  people,  and  promifcd  to  make  him  a  grcfit  nation, 
he  waved  the  particular  advantages  offered  to  himfelf, 
interceded  for  them,  and  procured  their  pardon.  Yet  he 
vas  not  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  govermiic;nt  aUme ; 
bgt  defircd  that  fome  jpight  be  appointed  to  aflift  hitp. 
iGideon^was  the  head  of  the  fame  people  ;  but  he  yrouVl 
not  reign  himfelf,  nor  fuffer  his  fpns  to  re;ign  oyqr  tbcip. 
Samuel  was  alfo  their  head  ;  he  took  nothing  froi(ii  ^y 
man,  defrauded  Jione,  took  bribes  from  no  man,  op- 
preffed  none  ;  God  and  the  people  were  his  witneffes : 
he  blamed  them  fox  their  rebellion  againft  God  in  aflcing 
^,  king,  b^t  was  no-wgy  coocemed  fox  Vua&s^i^  at  \x\^ 
M  m  4  ^^^^"^^ 


yoKe  upon  them,  yet  he  tc 
weight ;  and  that  if  his  f; 
whips,  he  would  chaftife 
head  is  no  burden  to  the 
it;  the  head  Shnot  chaft 
does  fo,  tc  it  more  or  lei 
boam  was  not  the  head  of 
head  takes  care  of  the  nn 
fafety  of  the  whole  :  but  h 
going  to  Jenifalem  to  word 
of  Davidy  by  fetting  up  idc 
drew  guilt  and  deftruaion 
be  granted,  that  Auguftus, 
had  in  a  manner  expiated 
mitted  in  the  acquifition, 
called  the  head  of  the  Ro 
way  belong  to  Caligula,  ( 
who  neither  had  the  qualiti 
the  underftanding  or  will  t< 
I  (hould  carry  the  matter  i 
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julHy  deny  it  to  the  greateft  princes  that  have  been  in 
the  world,  who,  having  their  power  for  life,  and  leav- 
ing it  to  defcend  to  their  children,  have  wanted  the 
virtues  required  for  the  performance  of  their  duty :  and 
I  fhould  lefs  fear  to  be  guilty  of  an  abfurdity  in  fayingf 
that  a  nation  might  every  year  change  its  head,  than  that 
he  can  be  the  head,  who  cares  not  for  the  members,  nor 
underftands  the  tHings  that  can  conduce  to  their  good, 
mod  efpccially  if  he  fet  up  an  intereft  in  himfelf  againft 
them.     It  cannot  be  faid,  that  thefe  are  imaginary  cafes*^ 
and  that  no  prince  does  thefe  things  ;  for  the  proof  is  too 
eafy,  and  the  examples  too  numerous.     Caligula  couM 
not  have  wifhcd  the  Romans  but  one  head,  inat  he  roighi 
cut  it  off  at  once,  if  he  had  been  that  head,  and  bad  ad- 
vanced no  intereft  contrary   to  that  of  the  membcrs» 
Nero  had  norT>urned  the  city  of  Rome,  if  his  concern- 
ments had  been  infeparably  united  to  thofe  of  the  people. 
He  who  caufed  above  three  hundred  thoufand  of  his  in* 
nocent  unarmed  fubjedls  to  be  murdered,  and  Blled  his 
whole  kingdom  with  fire  and  blood,  did  (et  up  a  perfonal 
intereft  repugnant  to  that  of  the  nation  ;  and  no  better 
teftimony  can  be  required  to  ihcw,  that  he  did  fo,  than  a 
letter  written  by  his  fon,  to  take  off  the  penalty  due  to 
one  of  the  chief  minifters  of  thofe  cruelties,  for  this  rea^ 
fon,  that  what  he  had  done,  was  ^*  by  the  command  and 
**  for  the  fervice,  of  his  royal  father."     King  John  did 
not  purfue  the  advantage  of  his  people,  when  he  endea- 
voured to  fubjed  them  to  the  pope,  or  the  Moors.     And 
whatever  prince  feeks  afliftance  fipom  foreign  powers,  or 
makes  leagues  with  any  ilranger  or  enciny  for  b^%  own- 
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advaivtageagalnft  his  pcopkt  however  focret  the  ereftty majr 
be,  fkclares  himMi  not  to  be  the  hcjd^  but  an  €mmy  lo 
thecnp  Tiie  hcjd  cannot  OanJ  in  tirxd  of  an  c^dcrinr 
help  a^iinll  rhc  body,  ntiw  tubllt\  wben  dividci!  ftom  itt 
He  themfore  thst  touits  fuch  an  aOifonce,  divid<f  hJfti« 
fclf  frocn  the  body;  and  if  he  df»  fybllil,  it  muft  be  hj  a 
liiehe  has  id  hLmCclt  dilbn^  frum  that  of  the  boify,  wliicb  . 
the  head  canitot  have. 

•  But  bcfidcs  thefc  ait)rmitks,  that  tcfiify  the  inoft  wJekcd 
mgc  and  fwjf  in  thehighcO  degree,  theie is  aiKifher  prac* 
tier  J  M- h ich  mi  m .in  th a  t  k  rni  w s  the  wo r  I  d ^  ca n  deny  to  be 
common  with  princes,  and  incompatible  with  the  nature 
of  ji  head.  1  he  head  cannot  delire  to  draw  all  the  nou- 
ri(hw>€nt  of  t]\e.  body  to  icfelf,  nor  more  than  a  due  pro- 
fortion.  If  the  rcli  of  the  parts  are  lick,  wejk,  or  cold, 
the  hciul  fulfcrs  equally  with  tJiem  ;  and,  if  they  pcriOi, 
fnuf>  pcriflmiro.  Let  this  he  compared  with  the  acVions 
of  many  princes  wc  knoM',  and  we  flmll  foon  fee  which 
of  them  »TC  heads  of  the  people.  If  the  gold  hrouglvt 
from  the  Indies,  has  hern  ccjually  diTtributcd  by  the 
kings  of  S[  aiii  to  the  bt^dy  of  tlbit  nation,  I  confent  they 
iTiJ^y  be  called  :he  heads.  If  the  icings  of  France  affurru! 
no  more  of  the  riches  of  that  great  kingdom,  than  their 
due  proportion,  let  them  alfo  wear  that  lionourable  name. 
But  if  the  naked  backs,  and  empty  bellies,  of  their  mifer- 
able  fubjec\s  evince  the  contrary,  it  can  by  no  means  be- 
long U)  tl^em.  If  thofe  great  nations  wafte  and  languilh  ; 
if -nothing  be  fo  common  in  the  bell  provinces  belonging 
•to  them,  as  r>u(ery,  famine,  and  all  the  effedfs  of  the  moft 
•oi^ageaus  opprcflion,  wliiirt  their  princes  and  favourites 

poflwfe 
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poflefe  Tuch  tfeafuresy  as  the  mnO  wiaion  pfo^ignKty  ^hp 
not  cxhaufl ;  if  that  which  is  gained  by  the  fweait  of  (^ 
many  pnilUons  of  men,  be  torn  out  of  the  mouths  of  their* 
(l^rvif^  viiw€6  and  children,  to  foment  ^  vice3  of  thpfi^ 
!ux|i]Pk>i»^  courts,  or  reward  the  minlfters  of^ir  lufi^^ 
tbo  |)oi9ri(I>ipcn;t  is  not  distributed  cqualljr  to  all  fhep»Kf9' 
of  thohody.)  ^hc  qcconomy  of  the  whole  js  overthrown  ; 
a|ui,  t^y,  wl^  fl.)  tlKfe  things  cannot  be  -the  hcfidfi  nor; 
partf  ofihc  body,  but  fomething  diftin£^  fronfm^nd  r^ 
pugn^nt  to  it.  It  is  pot  therefore  he  who  is  foMini  ^iPf  Of 
a^vjyiced  to.tjic  place  of  thelicfid^  who  is  tnil/  tj^hcj^'^^ 
it  is  nut  he  iwho  opght,  but  1^  who  i\^s  perform  j^t  o^cc^ 
ofthc^hc;^,  ^at  dcfe^'ve^  the  name  and  privHegos  b9,« 
lc>qgir\g  to  the  bqad.  If  our  author  therefore  wUl  por- 
fuade  v^,  iha|  any  Jung  is  he^  of  hi^  peopJe,  he  mu&  4o 
itrby  aR:gument^  peculiarly  relating  to 'bim,  &ncet^fc  in 
general  axe  k^rxi  to  be  falfe.  If  \^  i^iy^jtl^a^  )t^e  k^i^v  ^' 
king,  may  dire(fl  or  cbrrc^  the  people,  and  tjtut  tbe  ppwar* 
of  determining  all  controverfics  miift  be  referred  to  him, 
bccaufe  they  may  be  miftaken,  he  muft  (hew  that  the  king 
is  infallible  ;  for  unlefs  he  do  fo,  the  wound  is  not 
cured.  This  alfomuftbeby  fomc  other  way,  than  by 
faying  he  is  their  head  ;  for  fuch  powers  belong  qot  Xq 
the  office  of  the  hfiad,  and  we  fee,  that  all  kinjjs  4p  iwt 
dcfcrve  that  name  :  many  of  them  wanttoth  undcrQ^nd- 
ing  and  will,  to  perform  the  flirtflions  of  the  head  ;  and 
many  aiSt  dxx^ly  contrary,  in  the  whole  ^^ourfe  of  tbeir 
government*  Jf  a&y  therefore  anM>ifg  4hem  l^ve  me* 
rited  Uie  glorious  name  of  beads  of  natiPP^y  it  jmuHt  have 
been  by  their  pecfonal  yiituesi  by  a  vigilant  .c^xc  oithe 


fcorn  all  the  advantages  that  can  be  dr: 
plied  nanncs :  he  that  knows  fuch  honou 
doe  to  him  for  being  the  bcft  of  kings, 
m  that  which  may  be  common  to  hifn 
Nif  ,  whoever'  prcf cnda,  by  fuch  gciw 
thefeof  our  author,  to 'acfVifnee  the  p^rti 
any  one  king,  docs*  either  ktibti^^  he  w 
ttelfinothing  can  be  faid  fdrliitn,  whtcl 
agree  with  the  word  of  men  ;  of  cardi 
fc  he  m^y  damifcWeP;  and  is  wcllcho^ 
he  who  is  fet  Hirp  by  ftich  maxirrts  is  i']^ 
friViti  the  fuin  he  brin^  ujwn  the  peop 


'  •  .^  if  .'     '^   ■     '      ' 

T.,1  .,  SIE.C  T.       Xt. 

Good  latos  prefcribe  eafy  and  Jafe  rfti 
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are  fo  great,  that  the  remedy  is^ways  worfe  than  the  dif- 
eafe;  and  that  it  is  better  to  fuffer  all  the  evils  that  may 
proceed  from  his  infirmities  and  vices;  than  to  hazard  the 
confequences  of  difpleafing  him.  But,  on  the  contrarj^ 
I  think,  and  hope  to  prove. 

I.  That  in  well-conftituted  governments,  the  reme- 
dies againft  ill  magifh-ates  are  eafy  and  fafe. 

a.  That  it  is  good,  as  well  for  the  magiArate  as  the 
people,  fo  to  conditute  the  government,  that  the  remcdki 
may  be  eafy  and  fafe.  'f. 

3.  That  how  dangerous  and  difiicult  foever  they  may 
be  through  the  defeats  of  the  firft  conftitution,  they  mull 
be  tried. 

To  the  firfl ;  it  is  moft  evident,  that  in  well  regulated 
•governments  thefe  remedies  have  been  found  to  be  eafjr 
and  £ife.  The  kings  of  Sparta  i^^ere  itoCfuffinred  in  th^ 
lead  to  deviate  from  the  rule  of  thi^Uiw:  and  Theopoin* 
pus  one  of  thofe  kings,  in  whofe  time  the  cpbori  were  cre- 
ated, and  the  regal  power  much  redrained,  doubted  not 
to  affirm,  that  it  was  by  that  means  become  more  lading, 
and  more  fecurc.  ♦  Paufaniashad  not  the  name  of  king, 
but  commanded  in  the  war  againd  Xerxes  with  more  tiian 
regal  power :  nevcrthelefs,  being  grown  infolent,  he  was 
without  any  trouble  to  that  date,  banidied,  and  after- 
wards put  to  death.  Leontidas  father  of  Cleomenes,  was 
in  the  like  manner  banidied.  The  {ccand  Agb  wais  moft 
unjudly  put  to  death  by  the  ephori ;  for  he  was  a  brave 
and  a  good  prince  ;  but  there  was  neither  danger  nor  dii^ 
ficulty  ip  the  action.    Many  of  the  Roman  magidrates, 

'  *  Platirclw 


man  ever  pretended  to  the  cr< 
nor  made  any  other  ufe  of  his 
ted,  except  the  kft  Tanimn, 
rice,  and  cruelty,  brofight  rui 
mOf.  I  hsve  ab^HsMlf  niemi 
Venice,  who  mm  Mt  Ms  i 
returned  upon  their  own  head- 
•ny  other  danger  fo  the  (hie, 
itmr  Cteirfblis  weit  ^ifcovered 
like  naftim  mkf  ht  aHedf^r ; 
flU  timet,  add  in  «fH  pfacd^  fi 
iwr,  k  ha«  Wen  bec»fffe  the  fi 
where  triMi  ^  for  tit  things  A 
Am,  h^kig  otitted  iti  thefawi 
froduoe  the  fame  aifinSs. 

a.  Twthefecond;  fuohai 
4S»I  pMrdr  » liot  at  oil  grievous 
who  never  defircs  to  <^o  any 
cannot  dclire  a  power  of  Joiner 
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upon  thcmfclvcs,  their  families,  and  people,  as  many  have 
done.  If  Apollo  in  the  fable  had  not  been  too  indulgent  to 
PhaeroHy  in  grantti^  his  ilUconceiv^d  reqaeft,  the  furious 
youth  had  not  brought  a  nvceflity  upon  Jupit^»  either  of 
dcAroying  him,  or  fuifering  the  world  to  be  deftfx>yed  by 
him. 

Beiidesi  good  and  wife  men  know  the  weight  of  fa. 
vcrcign  power,  and  mifdoubc  theiv  own  ftrerigth.     Sa- 
cred and  human  hidories  fumifli  us  t^ith  many  examptes 
of  thofe  who  have  feared  the  luftfe  of  a  cro^n.     Men 
that  find  in  themfelves  nodelifht  in  doing  tnirchiefy 
know  not  what  thoughts  may  infinuate  into  theil:  mind^ 
when  they  are  raifed  too  mnch  above  thtir  fphere.    They 
whto  were  able  to  bear  advetfity,  have  been  precipitated 
into  ruin  by  prcyfperity.     When  the  prophet  toW  Hazad: 
die  villainies  he  would  CO^HVnt,  he  anfwftrfed,  ^  Is  dijr 
«<  fervaht  a  dqg>  that  I  fhotild  do  thi^fe  thhigs?"  but  fet 
he  did  th^m.     I  know  not  wh^fe  tb  find  an  example  of  a 
f?»an  Dfiol-c  excellently  qualified,  Aan  Atexartdcr  of  Ma- 
cedon  ;  but  he  fell  uhdef  the  weight  of  his  own  fortune, 
and  grtw  to  exceed  Yliofe  iti  vice,  whort  he  had  tjonquci'ed 
'*y  his  virtue.     The  nature  of  man  can  hardly  MfFcr  fttdi 
vk>lent  changes,  without  being  difordered  by  Yliem ;  tttd 
cVery  otie  oitght  to  enter  into  a  juft  diffideiiife  of  hitn- 
fcJf,  and   fear  tlie  temptations  Wiat  have  dcftroyed  foi 
many.     If  afty  man  be  fo  hAppily  bdrn,  fo  carefully  ^#te- 
cated,  fo  eflribHflied  in  virtue,  that  no  (Ibhn^an  (hahc 
him,  nor  any  poifon  cotrtipt  Mrt^j  yet  he  will  ebnfiderhe 
is  mortal ;  and,  knowing  no  Ihdrc  than  SblcrihOii,  whe- 
ther his  ion  (hall  be  a  wife  tfiiii'^  afoi^,  lie  trtU  alwsffs 
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fcar  to  take  upon  him  a  power*  which  mud  prove  a  moft 
prftilcnt  evil  both  to  the  perfon  that  has  it,  and  to  thofc 
that  are  oncJcr  it,  as  {oon  as  it  flial!  fell  into  the  hands  of 
one  who  either  knows  not  how  to  uff  It,  or  nriay  be  cafiiy 
drawn  toabufc  it.  Supreme  magiOratcs  always  walk  In 
obfcurc  anclfljppcry  places:  but  wlien  they  are  advanced 
fo  high,  that  no  one  is  near  enough  to  fopport*  diredl  or 
rcftrain  ithem,  their  fall  is  inevitable  and  raortah  And 
thofc  nations  that  have  wanted  the  prudence  rightly  ta 
balance  the  powers  of  their  magi(lratcs»  have  been  frc* 
qucntly  obliged  to  have  rccoatfe  to  the  moft  violent  re- 
medies, and  with  much  difficulty,  danger  and  blood,  to  pu- 
nifli  the  crimes  which  they  might  have  prevented.  On 
the  other  fide,  fuch  as  have  been  more  wife  in  the  con- 
ftitution  of  their  governments,  have  always  had  regard  to 
the  frailty  of  human  nature,  and  the  corruption  reigning 
in  the  hearts  of  men ;  and,  being  lefs  liberal  of  the  power 
over  their  lives  and  liberties,  have  refcrved  to  themfelvcs 
fo  much,  as  might  keep  their  raagiftrates  within  the 
limits  of  the  law,  and  oblige  them  to  perform  the  ends 
of  their  inftitution.  And  as  the  law  wliich  denounces 
fcvere  penalties  for  crimes,  is  indeed  merciful  both  to 
ill  men,  who  are  by  that  means  deterred  from  commit- 
ting them ;  and  to  the  good,  who  othcrwife  would  be 
dcftroyed ;  fo  thofe  pations  that  have  kept  the  reigns  in 
their  hands,  have  by  the  fame  adl  provided  as  well  for 
the  fafety  of  their  princes,  as  for  their  own.  They  who 
know  the  law  is  well  defended,  feldom  attempt  to  fubvert 
it :  they  arc  not  eafily  tcraptcd  to  run  into  exccffes,  when 
fuch  bounds  ace  fct,  as  may  not  fafcly  be  tranfgreffed  i 

and 
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And  wbilft'thcy  are  by  this  means  rendered  more  mode* 
?atc  in  the  exercife  of  their  power,  the  people  is  exenipted 
frbrtl'tficodioui  heccffity  of  fuffering  all  manner  of  in«> 
dignities  arid'  mifcries,  or  by  their  deftrudion  to  prevent 
or  avenge  them.         '  •' 

'  3.  To  the  third  ;  if  thefe  rules  hive  not  been  well 
obferved  in  the  firft  conftitution,  or  ^from  the  changes 
of  times,  corruption  of  manners,  infenfible  encroach- 
tnents,  or  violent  ufarpations  of  princes,  have  been  ren* 
dered  ineffeftual,  and  the  people  expofed  to  all  the  cala- 
mities that  may  be  brought  upon  them  by  the  weaknefs^ 
vices,  and  malice  of  the  prince,  or  thofe  who  govern 
him,  I  confefs  the  remedies  are  more  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous ;  but  even  In  thofe  cafes  they  mud  be  tried*  No- 
can  be  feared  that  is  worfe  than  what  is  fuilered,  or  mull 
in  a  fhort  time  fall  upon  thofe  who  are  in  this  condition. 
They  who  are  already  fallen  into  all  that  is  o>diousj  flume- 
fill,  and  miferable,  cannot  juftly  fear.  When  things  are 
brought  to  fuch  a  pafs,  the  boldcft  cbunfels  are  the  mod 
fafc ;  and  if  they  muft  •  perifli  who  lie  ftill,  and  they 
canbutperifti  who  are  moftadivc,  the  choice  is  eafily 
made.  Let  the  danger  be  never  fo  great,  there  is  a  pof- 
fihiiity  of  fafcty,  whilft  men  have  life,  hands,  arms,  and 
c6urage  to  ufe  them ;  but  that  people  mud  certainly  pe- 
rifli, who  tamely  fufFer  themfelvcs  to  be  opprefl*ed,  either 
by  injuftice,  cruelty,  and  malice  of  an  ill  magiflrate,  or 
by  thofe  who  prevaif  upon., the  vices  and  infirmities  of 

.^.Blnriendum.  -n'lAlt^' tiyortmdvm  d*^kh^  id  folimi  ilMbrvft,  ad^imcr' 

<;riu:iatus  &  ludibria,  an-pcr  virtuK-mrxpiramiu.     C.  Tacit.  ^ 

•Quod  fi  ifocf^ttTimiocnittfq I  idrm  exitlit  nuincat.  icriarisTiri  cftai»- 
r|U>.pcrire.     Ibid. 

Vol.  II,  N  n  -wt^ 
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weak  prnicet.  It  is  in  vain  to  fay,  thar  this  may  give  oc- 
cafioft  to  men  of  raifing  tumults,  or  civil  war  \  fof 
though  thefe  arc  evils,  yet  they  arc  not  the  grtatcft  aC 
fivUs*  Civil  warf  in  MachUvcl's  accmjnt,  if  a  dtfcafei 
bat  lyranny  h  the  death  of  a  fbte*  Gentle  way*  are  firft 
to  be  ufcd,  and  it  h  beft  if  the  work  can  be  done  by 
Ihcm^  but  it  muft  not  be  left  undone,  if  they  fall.  It 
is  good  to  ufc  fuppHcations,  advices,  and  remonftratncei ; 
but  thofc  who  have  no  regard  to  juilice,  and  will  wH 
hearken  to  cfiunfcl,  muft  be  conftraincd.  It  is  folly  td 
deal  othcrwife  with  a  man  who  will  not  be  guided  by  lea- 
fon,  and  a  magiftratc  who  dcfpifes  the  law ;  or  rather  to 
think  liim  a  man,  who  rejeds  the  eflTcntial  principle  of  a 
man ;  or  to  account  him  a  magiftrate  who  overthrows 
the  law  by  which  he  is  a  magiftratc.  This  is  the  Uft 
/lefult  'y  but  thofe  nations  muft  come  to  it,  which  cannot 
otherwifc  be  prefervcd.  Nero's  madnefs  was  not  to  be 
cured,  nor  the  mifcfiiei'ous  effc(3s  of  it  any  othcrwife  to 
be  fufj^rcffcd  than  by  his  death.  He  who  had  fpared  fuck 
a  monficr  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  remove  him,  had 
brought  deftru^^ron  upon  the  whole  empire ;  and  by  a 
foolifh  clemency  made  himfelf  the  author  of  his  future 
▼HIanies,  This  would  have  been  yet  more  clear,  if  the 
world  bad  then  been  in  fuch  a  temper  as  to  be  capable  of 
an  intire  liberty.  But  the  ancient  foundations  had  been 
overthrown,  and  nothing  better  could  be  built  upon  the 
new,  than  fomething  that  might  in  part  refift  that  torrent 
of  iniquity  which  had  overflowed  the  beft  part  of  the 
mt^Ut  ,amd  give  mankind  a  little  time  to  breathe  under  a 
JdlFlMirbarous  mafter.    Yet  all  the  beft  men  did  join  in 

the. 
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the  work  that  was  then  to  be  done,  though  they  knew  it 
would  prove  but  imperfe<ft.  The  facred  hiftorjr  is  not 
without  exampies  of.  this  kind;  when  Ahab  had  fub» 
verted  the  law,  fct  up  falfc  witneflcs,  and  corrupt  judges, 
to  deftroy  the  innocent,  killed  the  prophets,  and  cfta*- 
blifhed  idolatry,  his  houfe  mud  then  be  cut  off,  and  hit 
blood  be  lickt  up  by  dogs.  When  matters  are  brought  to 
diis  pafs,  the  decifion  is  eafy.  The  qucftion  is  onlf 
whether  the  puniihment  of  crimes  (hall  fall  upon  one  or 
a  ttw  perfona  who  are  guilty  of  them,  or  upon  a  whole 
natioh  that  Is  innocent.  If  the  father  may  not  die  for 
the  fen,  nor  the  fon  for  the  father,  but  every  one  muf( 
bear  the  penalty  of  his  own  crimes,  it  would  be  moft 
abfurd  to  punlfh  the  people  fir  the  guilt  of  princes 
When  the  eiarl  of  Morton  was  fent  ambaflfador  to  queen 
Elizabeth  by  the  efhites  of  Scotland,  to  juftify  dieir  pro- 
eeedings  againft  Mary  their  queen,  whom  they  had 
obliged  to  renounce  the  government,  he  alledged,  amongft 
other  things,  the  murder  of  her  hufband  plainly  proved 
againft  her  ;  afferted  the  ancient  right  and  cuftom  of  that 
kingdom,  of  *  examining  the  adtions  of  their  kings ;  by 
which  means,  he  faid,  many  had  been  t  punifhed  with 
death,  imprifonmeiit,  and  exile;  confirmed  their  a6Uofis 

-*  Animadveitendi  in  reges.        f 

.f  Mortc,  viaculii,.  fie  cmIio  punhi.  Bochaa^  hift.  Scot.,  1.  xx.  Qui  tot 
rf  grt  regno  esurruDt,  exilio  damniniDt,  carceribus  coercurrum  fuppiici* 
dewtu  ■SrccTtiQi,  tiec  unquaBi.tameo|deacerbicKe  legit  minucndi  mcaiiA 
^ft  ficb,  &f.  Ibid.  Facile  apparct  regnum  nihil  aliud  cfle,  auam  xauiuaiA 
inter  tcgjem  8c  populom  (lipulKifNiein.  Noa  de  illarun  (aaAioiMim  geaere, 
9u«  mutitioiubiu  temporum  iuM  obnojuB,  fed  io  primo  fjemtri^  iwinaia 
t&ortu,  et  nuiiio  prope  omnium  gemimD  confeafii  rrimfjfiilHf  4k ^&9k  cw^ 
Ki^HB  nauifa  tkfragilet  ft  frmpitMti« 'i^rmimi.  ^  W 
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hf  iInt  f^iaritp1««'  of  otiicf  iTaaoot ;  ami  upoci  tfic  wi 
fmifrffcondudrd,  thia  if  4he  was  IHU  permiticd  up  livc^ 
ti  «Kii  nor  jfi  ;^3eTjifiii  of  her  imioccnccv  w  znj  emcmfmm 
f^M|(lIi^  ptiKiyefr  ^i  the  law,  buC  fioni  tlie  m^mr  ajitl 
d^fif  ney  <^f.ihc  peopI#«  lAko,  oonr^nting  th^cnrelves  wttli* 
^ififig»rMioti  r:f  Iirr  nglii  and  power  to  her  (oa^  had  fparcd 
liitf*^'-!^!^  diicpunKT^  whicb  3~»  fet  down  at  bige  b^  the 
hilW«iaii  ckcd  oit^jhe  fraigJn,  bcmg  of  fuch  flrengih  iiti 
il&tll  ^fiK>¥fr  tf>have  bccfi  any  ntbcrwifc  anfw^isd  f|iii% 
tfl  M^trig^.TaiicI  no.  way  <lifapprovcd  ^jr  queen  £Umab^», 
f»l&|i(ir  o>¥OcjU  •**  v^bom  it  m^as  made,  either  upon  a  ge- 
ift^f-ai.  .igc/;ui^t  iii  rhc  prctei>(ions  of  princes  to  be  cxemytcd^ 
ffQiTh  ^4>f  p^fii^Uics  of  the  law,  or  any  pretext  that  th^ 
bad  jvjr;,c\jVl.Trlyunirapplicd  then>  in  relation  totheir  queen^. 
I  D)f^yJ;ifllf*  {;\j,  that  when  natioi^s  fall  uvider  fuch  princt9 
Hfl  arc  either  utterly  uncaf>able  of  makijig  a  right  Uf< 
qf,  ihair  power,  ^r  do  malicioufly  abufe  that  authority.) 
wiih  which  they  are  entruf^ed,  thofti  nations  (land-ob- 
Ifgcdy  1  y  the  duty  fhcy  owe  to  thenifclves  and  their  pof- 
Icrity,  to  ufe  the  bcft  of  their  endeavour  to  remove  the 
c^vil,  whatever  cJangcr  or  difficuhies  th<?y  may  nKct  with  iiy  ' 
tipc  i^crformaiiCCA  Pontius  the  Samnite  faid  as  truly  a» 
br^vfly  to  his <:ountry men,  That  «<  •  thofc  axms  W;ex;c  jiift 
•*  and  piouF,  that  were  nrcelTary ;  and  neccflary,  when 
••  there  was  no  l\opc  of  fafcty  by  any  other  way.*^  This 
^$  tfie  voice  of  frankind,  and  is  diflikcd  only  by  thofc 
princr^t  ^'i^o  fear  the  deferred  poiununcnts,  that  may 
t  .  » 

*  Jwft»J»^^<l\  ^^*  »Vma;  quibus  nccvC*ria,  cnibui  ouTIa  nilTaat  anxui 
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Ml  topdH  'Oem  i^  or  b3r  theii-  tevaiiti  aAd  fkttiQievKr*  mim, 
being  for^iie  mod  pm  the  aMhorsof  lfe«irorante^  itlii& 
thcyiliiU^facIiwolTed  iatlieiriruin.  >;f  ,    oj 
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iTit^  people^  for  whom  and  by  whom  the  ma^] fir  ate  tj 
created^  can  only  judge  whether  he  rightly  perform  his 
effice  or  not.  * 

*  IT  is  c<wnmonly  faid,  that  no  itwtti  ou^  to  be  Blfe 
judge  of  h«  own  cafe  ;  and  our  suthor  lays  much  wUgHt 
upon  it  as  a  fundamental  maxim,  though,  accot^h|% 
his  ordinary  inconfttncy,  he  overthrows  it  In  the  etfe^flf 
kings,  where  it  ought  to  take  place,  ff  itt>iiny^  liftr'fc 
often  falls  out,  that  iio  men  are  iefs  capaMe  of  foilu laH  % 
right  judgment  than  they.  Their  ps^mis  md  iitffei^efk 
ate  neoft  powerful  to  diftorb  or  prevcW^them'.  No  iM^ 
are  fo  liable  to  be  diverted  iirom  jufticcby  the  flatt^rW  Of 
Corrupt  fcrvants.  They  never  ad  as  kings,  except  tdt 
fhofc  by  whom  and  for  whom  they  ate  created  i  ^^di^SC- 
ing  for  others,  the  account  of  their  aAions  c4hno*^*J- 
pend  upon  their  owfi  will.  Neverthekfs  I'-am  not -tfi^id 
to  fay,  that  naturally  and  properly  a  man  is  the  jtlBgit  xX 
his  own  conccmmctifs.-  No  ont  is  or  can  be  deprtvdl  tff . 
this  privilege,  unlefs  by  hit  own  coiifent,  and  icft  thfe 
good  of  that  fodecy  into  which  he  enteis.  TfaS^  ri^t 
therefore  muft  neceflMIy  beh)i%  to  tTeff  al^fii  ktl 
cafes,  except  only  fuch  as  itlitc  totkve  ^gaoi'i&'^'fcctwv. 


i  he  like  may  be  laid  in  rei 
cftate  y  I  may  do  what  I  pic: 
damage  upon  others.  But  I 
by  which  mj  neighbour's  he 
not  cfftiSt  farts  upon  mj  own 
fofcign  enemj,  wlio  maj  by 

river»  left  my  neighboitr's  gr 
^  (bciety  into  which  I  im  i 
ifCQDA  receive  pfcjudke.  ) 
#way  biit  upon  condition  tbi 
1  t^ptto  the  public,  by 
I  dtyt^ymcpt  and  inn 
Atf  tUf  Ib6cty  k^vct  me  a  1 
putlfaiiB  p«a^»  at  my  plcalia 
oi  wJb^^^u^Uty  or  number  i 
,«bc^  I  fu#  ^1 9r  ill  fervi 
laket  m  /ocfacar.  cogpt^nce  vf  i 
them,  than  to  oblige  me  to  pc 
and  not  to  do  that  to  them  > 
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inyfdtf.    The  mture  alfo  itid  the  mestfore  of  thk  fuk- 
mtflion  oiuft  be  determined  bf  the  lorfbns  that  indiaeot 
me  to  it.    The  focietjF  in  whidi  I  Uve  camioc  iobfii^ 
unlefs  by  rule  ^  the  eqmlity  in  whieh  men  tre  born  ii  fe 
pctfed,  thai  no  man  will  fuftr  his  sttunL liberty  to  \m^ 
tbridged,  except  others  do  the  like:  I  etnnot  reafohabljft 
expert  to  be  defended  from  wrong,  luriefs  I  oblige  my«* 
(elf  to  do  none ;  or  to  fuffer  the  puntlhment  prefcribed 
by  the  law^  if  I   perform  not  my  engagement.    But^ 
without  prejudice  to  the  ioeiety  into  which  I  enter,  LiUif 
and  do  retain  to  myfdf  the  liberty  of  doing  what  I  plcafe 
in  all  things  relating  peculiarly  to  myielf,  or  in  which  I 
am  to  feek  my  own  convenience. 

Now  if  a  private  man  is  not  fubje^  to  the  judgment  of 
any  other,  than  thofe  to  whom  he  fubmitt  himfdf  for  hie 
own  fafcQT and  convenience;  and,  notwithftandir^  that 
(ubmtflion,  ftill  retains  to  himfiplf  th^  right  of  ordfi^ng. 
according  to  his  own  will  all  things  merely  rclatii^  to 
himfelf,  and  of  doing  what  be  pleafesin  that  which  he 
does  for  his  own  fake ;  the  fameright  muft  more  certainly 
belong  to  whole  ^tions.  When  a  controverfy  happens 
between  Caius  and  Seius  ina  nutter  of  right,  neither  of 
them  may  determine  the  cauTe,  but  it  muil  be  referred  to 
a  judge  fuperior  to  both,  not  becaufe  it  is  not  fit  that  a 
man  (hould  be  judge  of  his  own  cafe,  but  beeaafe  they 
have  both  an  equal  right,  and  neither  of  them  owes  aiqr 
fubje^ion  to  the  other.  But  if  there  be  a  contell  between 
me  and  my  fervant  eonceming  my  fervice,  I  oidy  am  to 
decide  it:  he  muft  ferve  me  in  my  own  way,  or  begone^ 
a  I  think  fit,  tluH^  he  ferve  me  never  fo  well ;  and  I 
N  n  4  i&^o 


4 


5^0  UltCOURtEf    Off 

do  him  HO  wrong  in  ptitting  him  away,  if  eitbcr  t  ttHend 
to  keep  no  fervam,  or  6nd  that  another  will  plcafc  me 
better^  I  cannot  therefore  ftand  in  need  oft  judge,  un- 
lefs  the  conted  be  with  one  who  lives  upon  an  equal  foot 
with  me*  No  man  can  be  mj  judg*^  unkfs  he  be  mf 
fupo^ior  ^  and  he  rannot  be  my  fuperior,  who  is  noC  fd 
bjf  mj  confcntt  nor  to  any  other  purpofc  than  I  confent 
to«  Thi>  <^nnoe  be  the  cafe  of  a  nation^  which  can  have 
no  equa!  within  itfelf.  Conrnoverfics  may  arife  with 
other  nation^  the  deciBon  of  which  may  be  left  to  jtidget 
chcfen  by  mutual  agreement;  but  this  relates  not  to  our 
^ueftion.  Anation^  and  mod  efpecially  one  that  is  pow^^ 
crful,  cannot  recede  from  its  own  right,  as  a  private  man; 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  own  weaknefs,  and  inability 
to  defend  himfelf,  muft  come  under  the  protection  of  a 
greater  power  than  his  own.  The  ftrength  of  a  nation  la 
not  in  the  magifirate,  but  the  llrcngth  of  the  n^gidrate  it 
in  the  nation.  The  wifdom,  induftry,  and  valour  of  a 
prince  may  add  to  |he  glory  and  grcatncfs  of  a  nation, 
but  the  foundation  and  fubftance  will  always  be  in  itfelf. 
If  the  magii^rate  and  people  were  upon  equal  terms,  as 
Caias  and  Seius,  receiving  equal  and  mutual  advantages 
from  each  other,  no  man  could  be  judge  of  their  differ- 
ences, but  fuchas  they  (hould  fct  up  for  that  end.  This 
has  been  done  by  many  nations.  The  ancient  Germans 
referred  the  decifion  of  the  moft  difficult  matters  to  their 
priefts :  the  Gauls  and  Britons  to  the  Druids :  the  Maho- 
metans for/fome  ages  to  the  califs  of  Babylon :  the  Saxons 
in  England,  when  they  had  embraced  the  chriftian  reli- 
gion, to  their  clergy.     Whilft  all  Europe  lay  under  th« 
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popifli  fuperftiiion^  the  deoiiion  of  fuchtnatters  was  fte^ 
quently  nfTnined  by  the  pope ;  men  often  Aibmitted  loliifl 
judgmentv  und  thfei  princes  that  refifted  weic  M  the  qM|. 
part  excommufVOttYed,  dcpoTed,  and  deftrnjiMJ  All-thiif 
Iciis  d^c  for  the  fame  rcafuns.  Thefc  tne n  wefe-ftcA^ 
e(Knft'*d  holj^  and  mfpirrd,  and  the  fentmce  pron^mc^ 
by  them  was  ufually  reverenced  as  the  judgment  of  God^* 
Mfho  was  thought -to  d'nrd  them  ;  and  all  thoie.  who  m^ 
fufed  to  fubmit,  were  eftiTmed  cxecraWc.  l^ut  nomait; 
or  number  of '<nen,  as  I  thitik,  ^t  the  inftftution  of  a*ma« 
giftratc,  did  eve?  fay,  If  any  difference  happen  Wtwecil 
you  or  your 'fucce (Tors  and  us^  it  (hall  be  deterritined  by 
yourfclf,  or  by  them,  whether  they  be  men,  women,  ehil- 
dren,  mad,  fooliib,  or  vicious.  Nay,  if  any  fueh  thin^ 
had  been,  the  folly,  turpitude,  and  madnefs  of  fueh  a 
Aind^ion  or  ftipulation,  muft  necefTarily  have  defhoyed  it. 
But  if  no  fueh  thing  was  ever  known,  or  could  haVe  no 
ifk&,  if  ft  had  been  in  'any  place,  it  is  moft  abfurd  to 
hnpofe  it  upon  all.  The  people  therefore  cannot  be  de- 
prived of  their  natural  rights  upon-^a  frivolous  pretence  to 
ftat  which  never  was,  and  never  can  be.  They  who  cre- 
ate magiftracies,  and  give  to  them  fueh  name,  form, 
and  power,  as  they  think  fit,  do  only  know,  whether  the 
end  for  which  they  were  created,  be  p6tfonmd  or  tiot. 
They  who  give  a  being  to  the  power  which  had  none, 
can  only  judge  whether  it  be  employed  to  their  welfare, 
or  turned  to  their  ruin.  They  do  not  fet  up  one  or  a  few 
men,  that  diey  and  their  poderity  may  live  in  fplendor 
and  greamefs,  but  that  juftice  may  be  admrniftrtd,  virtue 
cftabliflied,  ^nd  provtflbn  made  for  the  public  ftfety.    No 

^ifc 
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wife  ntitfi  will  chink  this  can  be  doncp  if  Aofe  whci  fef 
^cmfclve*  to  ovcrthntw  the  law,  are  to  he  their  own 
j«iii^«.  If  Caligulsi^  Neroi  Vitcllius,  DomidaQy  or  Heli* 
ogabalns^  had  been  fubjc^3  to  no  other  jiidgmcntp  ihcf 
would  have  compjeated  the  deftru^ionof  tl^e  emflre.  If 
the  difputes  between  DurfltiSj  Evenys  the  Third,  Dar* 
danuFi  and  other  kings  of  Scotland,  with  th^  nobility 
and  people,  mif hr  have  been  determined  by  ihcm- 
felve«^  they  had  efcapcd  the  punifhments  they  fuffeR-d, 
mnd  mined  the  nadon  as  they  de%ned.  Other  methods 
were  taken  ^  they  perifhed  by  their  madnefs ;  better 
princes  were  brought  intc>  their  placesii  and  their  fucccf* 
fors  were  by  their  example  admoni(hed  to  avoid  the  ways 
tl^t  had  proved  fatal  to  them.  If  Edward  the  Second 
of  England^  with  Gavefton  and  the  Spencers>  Richard 
the  Second  with  Trefilian  and  Vcre,  had  been  permitted 
to  be  the  judges  of  their  own  cafes,  they  who  had  mur- 
dered the  beft  of  the  nobility,  would  have  purfued  their 
defigns  to  the  deftruflion  of  fuch  as  remained,  the  enflav* 
iiig  of  the  nation,  the  fubverfion  of  the  conditution,  and 
the  eftabliftiment  of  a  mere  tyranny  in  the  place  of  a 
mixed  monarchy.  But  our  anceftors  took  better  mea- 
fures  :  they  who  had  felt  the  fmart  of  the  vices  and  fol- 
lies of  their  princes,  knew  what  remedies  were  moft  fit 
to  be  applied,  as  well  as  the  bed  time  of  applying  them. 
They  found  the  effcfts  of  extreme  corruption  in  govern- 
ment to  l>c  fo  dcfj)eratcly  pernicious,  that  nations  muft 
neceflarily  perilh,  unlefs  it  be  corre^ed,  and  the  Aate  re- 
duced to  iu  firft  principle,  or  altered.  Whiqh  being  the 
vafe>  it  was  eafy  for  them  to  judge,  whether  the  gover- 
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AOTf  who  h«4  introduced  that  corrMpUoOy  (houki  bo 
brouigM  to  order,  and  removed  if  he  would  not  be  r«^ 
claimed ;  or  wh^dier  bcL  fboukl  be  AiSeied  Cp  rvdn  thcoi 
Und  their  poftcritj,  as  it  i^for  iDejo  jvKige»  i^hcther.i 
ibould  put  away  my  fervs^nt,  if  I  knew  he  injbendedio 
poilon  or  murder  me»  and  had  a  certain  (acilicgr.of  ao 
eompli(hing  his  defign ;  Or  whether.  I  fbould  continue 
Urn  in  my  fervice  till  he  had  performed  it.  Nay,  the 
matter  is  fo  much  the  more,  plain  oo  the  fide  of  the  m^ 
tion,  as  tjtic  difproportion  of  merit  between  a  whole  pec^ 
pie,  and  one  or  a  few  m«n  entruftcd  with  the  powcr.oC 
governing  them,  is  greater  than  between ^a  privitB  m^ 
and  his  fervant.  This  is  (b  fuUj^confirmed  by  the  ge- 
neral confcnt  of  mankind^  that  we  know  no  govcrnmeot 
that  has  not  frequently  cither  been  altered  in  form,  or 
reduced  to  its  original  purity,  by  changif^  the  iamiiies  m 
perfons  who  abufed  the  power  with  which  they  had  been 
entrufied.  Thofe  who  have  wanted  wifdom  and  virtue^ 
rightly  and  feafopably  to  perform  this,  have  been  fooif 
deQroyed  ;  like  the  Goths  in  Sp^in,  who,  by  onHtting  to 
curb  the  fury  of  Witxa  ail^  Rodrigo  in  time,  became  a 
prey  to  the  Moors*.  Their  kingdom  by  ihis  means  de- 
(Iroyed  was  never  reftored,  ^nd  the  remainder  of  ihat  im- 
tion,  joining  with  the  Spaniards,  whon^  they  bad  kept  in 
fubjed^ion  for  three  or  four  ages,  could  not  in  lefs  than 
eight  hundred  years,  expel  thofe  enemies,  they  might 
have  kept  out  only  by  removing  two  bafe  and  yitioui 
kings.  Such  nations  as  have  been  fo^  CQnriiptMlA.  tbrt 
when  they  have  applie4  themfclvet  U»  (Kk  miediea  to 

*  Mariano, 
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fhr  will  fficy  CuflFen^  by  wicked  migi^lralrfp  eorfd  Ml 
fdl  uprm  fuch  a*  were  frropcinion^blc  e»  the  ^Ik^fct 
lDive0nly  vented  their  palTians  m  deflroyin^  t?ieimtnc- 
flUtc  inftrymcnts  «f  thdr  opprctTum,  tir  fur  a  whil* 
delayed  their  utter  ruin.  But  the  root  WU  rertiainsng, 
k  Imin  produced  the  fame  ^Kiifonmii  fruk,  and  cilhef 
quite  deftmycd,  or  made  them  hnguifh  in  perpetual 
ftiiieiy*  The  Romstn  cmpTre  was  the  mo^  eminent  c%* 
umpie  of  the  firft  ;  many  of  the  manflers  that  htd  tynfv 
ttii^d  over  them  wctc  killed ;  but  the  grcafcft  advantage 
gsiinrd  by  tbcir  death,  was  a  Tcfpite  from  rain  ;  and  the 
governments  which  ought  to  have  been  eftablifhcd  by 
good  laws,  depend ing%»nly  upim  the  virtue  of  one  man, 
\m  Htc  proved  to  be  no  more  than  a  lucid  interval,  and 
at  ht«  dtath  they  relapfcd  into  tlic  depth  of  infamy  and 
■lifcry  ;  and  in  this  condition  they  continued  till  thd 
ffnpirc  was  totally  fub verted. 

.  i\il  the  kingdoms  of  the  Arabians,  Medes,  Perfians, 
Moors,  md 'Others  of  the  eaft,  are  of  the  other  fort. 
Common  fenfc  inftrufts  them,  that  barbarous  pride, 
cruelty,  and  madncfs  grown  to  extremity,  cannot  he 
borne :  but  they  have  no  other  way  than  to  kill  the  ty- 
rant, and  to  do  the  Hke  to  his  fucceffor,  if  he  fall  into 
die  fame  crimed.  Wanting  that  wifdom  and  valour 
which  is  requii«ed  for  the  inftitution  of  a  good  government, 
they  languifli  in  perpetual  flavery,  and  pmpofc  to  them- 
idves  nothing  better  than  to  live  under  a  gentle  maOer, 
wihich  is  but  a  precarious  Hfe,  and  little  to  be  \'alucd  by 
men  of*  brave^r  and  fjpirit.  But  thoft  nations  that  aft 
more  generous,  who  fet  a  higher  value  upon  lihert\',  and 
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bfttcr.uadarfiliiKl.th4  wj^s  of  prffefvidg  it/diihk  k  a^ 
fmall  iQ^ttiar  tQ  idknf  %  tyisMp  uvM^  thejF  ca»  alfo  de^r 
ftioy  the  tyaimy.  Thcf  enfieavour  (o-^a  the  wotk* 
tbvomhly,  etcher  by  changing  the  gavemmmit  initrely^i 
orrtc^SprmUij^  it  aocoiding  lo  th$  .firft  in&itut»#n9  mm^ 
nisduiig  &ich  good  laws  as  manf  fr^try^  it»  inugriljrf.s 
^i^b^aciba^nied.  TbU  has  beoo:  fe  £neqptm  ia  aUr^hov 
nations  (hoih  ancient  and  modoxi}  n^ith.  whofe  atSUoaax 
wciam^ft  a^<iumitc4:^  ar  apfcan  by  ite  idregHii^M 
ampler,  and  many  QKhen^  ^(M '  Wfhl  ib«  •  aUc dgsd;  if  i 
cafe  weici  not  deaTt  that  tbiier  isnolOfMBOf^heai  whtkhts 
^1  not  fm:suih  as  With  a>a#y  in(^ace«^  and:  ao  oafer 
ma0ftracy  now  m  being  which  doea  not  owa  its  origlaalf 
tQ  fome  judgment  of  this  natore.  So  dual  they  mttAi 
either  derive  their  right  hom.  foab  af^iqm^  cw  rnafiftn 
they  h^^venono  a^  aU,,  and  leave  tii€^a;||iona  lt>  tbctf  ori- 
^nal  liberty  of  fettiiig.iip-  thofermagiAia^fes^^bkh  heft^ 
plcafe  themfelvesji  without  afiy  c^ftiiAionor  oUigatian  tab 
regard  one  perfon  or  family  mons  than  another;  » 
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The  ptr/on  that  wears'  the  cfdivn  cannot  deterrmni'tlfP 
affairs  which  the  I  Aw  refers  to  the  tlnz.       "    '  -. 

OUR:  author^  iMdi  the.i«ft)aftbe<'Vii|giy,  feema.  t<l|^ 
hatebeenrled  iiit)a.giDfiKem)fata|r  tha^ forth Wt^tMu^^ 
n)Ofitogr  pcrfons  Iki^zpfbaitlfMietlM^iAflgS'^ 
mon  ftyk  uM^iattbcftttak  af^Mtoi^iev^  4a' «aMit^^M^ 


• 


,  — ..^  *,»w  «.»i»j^  an  %,%t^iny 

when  he  ought  to  he  a  htl 
any  particular  confidcration 
whnefr  depdfiM  iit  a  6ourr  oi 
eoifSftatiofi,  ni^'^cfllicf  fMi 
oikd  ftaarUf^t  ^fkiieft,  w! 
aijre,  Midr^  tlM^MtoMt  < 
ID  iftMgt  iMwy ihlhuieca  if 
k  iMy  kM  be'MiHt  to  iiifen 
petiMf  reftomto^pHrmmf 

afoii^/ifioaldlnhir  or  her 

V^VC^M^MQ  InC  HKNi  fllfliCttlt 

•utiior,  prefaiM  that  they 
irifdoRi  ID  comprehend  all  c 
grity  always  to  aft  acconf 
Which  is  no  lefs  than  to  la 
▼ernineiic  upon  a  thin^  tnc 
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2.  The  law  muft  alfo  prefume,  that  the  prince  is  at 
ways  prefcnt  in  all  the  places  whcfc  his  name  it  uSoi. 
The  king  of  France  is  (as  I  ^ve  (kid  already)  efteeihei 
to  be  prefent  **  *  on  the  feat  of  juftice"  in  all  the  partia* 
ments  and  fovereign  courts  of  the  kingdom :  and  if  hit 
corporeal  prcfence  were  by  that  phrafe  to  be  underftood^ 
he  muft  be  in  all  thofe  diftin6t  and  far  diftant  places  at 
the  fame  time :  which  abfurdity  can  hardly  be  parat 
Idled,  unlefs'  by  the  popiih  opinion  of  *<  trantubftanti* 
**  ation."  But  indeed  they  are  (o  far  from  being  guikf 
of  fuch  roonftrous  abfurdity,  that  he  cannot  in  perfon  be 
prefcnt  at  any  trial ;  and  no  man  can  be  judgpd,  if  he  bcu 
This  was  plainly  aflferted  to  Lewis  the  Xlllth  (who 
would  have  been  at  the  trial  of  the  Duke  of  Candale)  by 
the  prcfidentde  B^lievre,  who  told  him,  that  as  be  eoidd 
judge  no  man  himfelf,  fo  they  could  not  judge  any,  if  ht 
were  prefent ;  upon  which  he  retired. 

3.  The .  laws  of  mod  kingdoms  giving  to  kings  the 
confifcation  of  delinquents  eftates,  if  they  iirtheir  owtt 
perfons  might  give  judgment  upon  them,  they  would  bt 
.conftituted  both  judges  and  parties ;  which  befides.  tht 

forementioned  incapacities,  to  which  princes  are  as  OMick 
fubjcd  as  other  men,  would  tempt  them  by  their  i 
perfonal  intereft  to  fubvert  all  manner  of  jufticc. 

This  therefore  not  being  the  meaning  of  the  law,  t 
lo  enquire  what  it  is :  aflid  the  thing  is  to  plain,  that  we 
cannot  miftake,  unlefii  we  do  it  wi^f^y.    Some  aam^ 
muft  be  ufed  in  all  mapner  ojf  tiatfa^ipp,  aiKJ  in  mtU. 
tcrs  of  public  coxuptrnmi^nt  noifc^ao  bft  ,ip  fit  at  that  of  tht 

;      ^  tariQu^lNdtiiAiak.    '   ' 
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prindpot  magiflrafe*  Thits  are  Ic^iies  mMdCf  tiDf  ornif 
witli  \ui^  and  cm^efoTBt  hal  with  thetAakct  nt  Vifikt 
tad  Genos,  Ihe  aViwcr  and  fctraie  of  a  Canton  In'  SwiU 
Zetland »  ihc  bufgcrmilkr  of  an  imperial  fcowrt  In  Get* 
tm^ff  aaJ  the  ftaies-gcficr*!  of  thtf  Piite^if  PrOvmccs* 
Sut  no  infco  think  if^,  t  pfefume,  tfi^clc^^a^  i^f>i)lJ  hi 
til  iny  ¥hIiic,  if  they  €<m1d  onk  ob%c  Ac  perfom  irhafe 
names  are  ufued,  it  h  pbtn,  tfiat  thcj  do  not  ftipulare  only 
for  rh€«»lclves ;  ami  that  their  fltpuliHon^  wouM  be' of  no 
▼•loe,  if  thcf  wtrc  mtrcTy  pcrfoiuf.  AiTd'notJijf^caa 
mere  ccn.itn?y  prwe,  tfr^y  arr  nnt  fo,  thin  that  \v>tcf* 
Umityknawythefe dukes,  avoyers,  and  burgcrm^ftcrs,  can 
do  nothing  of  themfelves.  The  power  of  the  f>atcs-gc- 
aeralof  the  United  Provinces  in  limited  to  the  points  men- 
tioned in  the  a6^  of  union  madfe  at  Utrecht.  "The  empire 
'»  not  obliged  by  any  ftipulation  made  by  the  emperor 
without  their  confent.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
for  one  king,  making  a  leagnc  with  another,' to  exadl'  a 
#Dinfinnation  of  their  agreement,  by  the  parliaments,  diets, 
#rgenen^  eftatcs;  bccauic,  fays  Grotius,  "a  prince  doel 
^  not  ftipulate  for  hrmfclf,  b\it  for  the  people  under  hit 
**  government;  and  a  khig  (fcprfved  of  his  kingdom  Toii^t 
•''itic  rrght  of  fending  an  anibaffador."  The  powers  o^ 
Europe  shewed  thcrnffclTi^  to  'be  of  this  opinion  in  thtf 
eaf(^of  Portu^l.  When  Philip  the  Second  had  gained 
Aft  poffeflion,  they  treated  wiflifiim  concerning  the  affairs 
felating  to  4hat  Wngdom  :  few  rcgakiW '  Don  Antonio  j* 
fttidrnb^man'  cohfidbttd  *lfi^  'di*ei"of  SaVoy,  l^arma,  oir 
9ngmvM,'  who'pH-Mps^ad  thc'motfpftbflblc  tiftcs :  but, 
when  hisgrandl'on  BiiiUp  the  Fourth  had  loft  that  king- 
J'  .         •  dom, 


f 
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dpm,  and  the  people  bad  fet  up  the  duke  of  Braganza, 
they  all  treated  with  him  as  king.  And  the  Englifh 
court,  though  then  in  amity  with  Spain,  and  not  a  little 
influenced  by  a  Spanilh  fa<ftion,  gave  example  to  others 
by  treating  with  him,  and  not  with  Spain,  touching 
matters  relating  to  that  ftate.  Nay,  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  thofe  who  well  undcrftood  the  affairs  of  that 
time,  that  the  lord  Cottington  advifing  the  late  king  not 
to  receive  any  perfons  fent  from  the  duke  of  Braganza, 
rebel  to  his  ally  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the  quality  of  am* 
bafladors ;  the  king  anfwered,  that  he  muft  look  upon 
that  perfon  to  be  king  of  Portugal,  who  was  acknow* 
ledgcd  by  the  nation.  And  I  am  miftaken,  if  his  ma- 
jcfty  now  reigning  did  not  find  all  the  princes  and  ftates  of 
tlie  world  to  be  of  the  fame  mind,  when  he  was  out  of 
his  kingdom,  and  could  oblige  no'  man  but  himfelf,  and 
a  few  followers,  by  any  treaty  he  could  make. 

For  the  fame  reafon  th2  names  of  kings  are  ufed  in 
treaties,  when  they  arc  either  children,  or  otherwife  un- 
capable  of  knowing  what  alliances  are  fit  to  be  made  or 
rcje6led ;  and  yet  fuch  treaties  do  equally  oblige  them, 
their  fucceffors  and  people,  as  if  they  were  of  mature  age, 
and  fit  for  government.  No  man  therefore  ought  to 
think  it  ftrangc,  if  the  king's  name  be  ufed  in  domeftic 
affairs,  of  which  he  neither  ought  nor  can  take  any  cogni- 
zance.  In  thefe  cafes  he  is  perpetually  a  minor :  he  mud 
fuffer  the  law  to  take  its  due  courfe :  and  the  judges,, 
though  nominated  by  him,  are  obliged  by  oath  not  to 
have  any  regard  to  his  letters,  or  perfonal  commands. 
If  a  man  be  fucd,  he  mull  appear;  and  a  delinquent  is 

Vol.  II.  Oo  v^^ 


vviie  man  tnc  law  ipcaKs, 
the  law  requires.  For  th 
irregularly  detained  in  pr 
corpus  brought  to  the  bar 
fued  to  be  rclcafed  upon  1 
)ing  him  he  muft  apply 
plied,  that  he  came  thit 
might  eat,  drink,  or  flee 
he  rendered  juftice,  he  v 
king  that  renders  juftice  5 
fleeps ;  he  is  fubjeft  to  n< 
lefs  the  nation  be  extingui 
no  government.  No  nati 
turichtn  itfelf,  does  ever 
Athens  and  Rome,  as  we 
is  as  properly  faid  to  be  n« 
Holland,  as  in  France,  A 
he  to  whom  we  all  owe  a 
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Trcfilian,  and  others  like  to  him  iil  Several  ages,  were 
hanged.  They  gratified  the  lufts  of  the  vifible  powers  ; 
but  the  invifible  king  would  not  be  modked.  He  caufed 
juftice  to  be  executed  upon  Empfon  and  Dudley*  He 
was  injured,  when  the  perjured  wretches,  who  gave  that 
accurfed  judgment  in  the  cafe  of  (hip  money,  were  fuf- 
fercd  toefcape  the  like  punilhment  by  means  of  thcenfu- 
ing  troubles,  which  they  had  chiefly  raifed.  And  I  leave 
it  to  thofe  who  are  concerned^  to  cohdder  how  many  in 
our  days  may  expcd  vengeance  for  the  like  crimes* 

I  fhould  here  conclude  this  point,  if  the  power  o( 
granting  a  "  noli  profequi,  ceflet  proceflus,"  and  pardons^ 
which  are  faid  to  be  annexed  to  the  perfon  of  the  king^ 
were  not  taken  for  a  proof,  that  all  proceedings  at  law 
depend  upon  his  will.  But  whoever  would  from  hence 
draw  a  general  concluflon,  mud  firft  prove  his  propofi*^ 
tion,  to  be  univerfally  true.  If  it  be  wholly  falfe,  no 
true  dedudiion  can  be  made  ;  and  if  it  be  true  only  in 
fome  cafes,  it  is  abfurd  to  <lraw  from  thence  a  general 
^nclufion ;  and  to  ered^a  vad  fabric  upon  a  narrow  foun- 
dation is  impoflible.  As  to  the  general  propofition,  1 
utterly  deny  it.  The  king  cannot  flop  any  fuit  that  1 
begin  in  my  own  name,  or  invalidate  any  judgment  I 
obtain  upon  it :  he  cannot  releafe  a  debt  of  ten  (hillings 
due  to  me^  nor  a  fentence  for  the  like  fum  given  upon 
an  a^ion  of  battery,  aflTault,  trefpafs>  public  nuifance,  or 
the  like.  He  cannot  pardon  a  man  condemned  upon  an 
appeal,  nor  hinder  the  p:rfon  injured  from  appealing. 
His  power  therefore  is  not  univerfal  i  if  it  be  not  univer- 


O  o  ^  K-A^ 


that  lets  thrm  ;  nnd  nrc  lb  v 
arc  wijfiilly  hVind  c;ni  milfnl 
that  the  law,  which  does  nc 
pardoning  a  man  that  brcal 
ihould  have  povvcr  to  pard 
breaks  my  lioufe,  robs  me  oi 
drcn  and  fey vanta,  wounds  r 
gcr  of  my  life.  Whatever  p 
founded  upon  a  prdbmption 
to  deny  or  dclaV  jijfticc  to 
oath  to » interrupt  it.  And 
but  V/hat  he  may  rightly  do, 
"  thim  confilio;'*  and  that  i 
vcr  advdfe  him  to  do  any  t 
donc^  in  order  to  attain  the  | 
and  the.  public  tafcty ;  neve 
be  fuflScicht  to  keep  things 
the  kinjT  iliould  Rrorct  his 
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fald  he  ha  J  gained  his  caufc,  bccaufc  it  depended  upon  a 
point  that  was  to  be  decided  by  his  oath  ;  that  is  to  fay^  if 
he  will  betray  ;he  truft  repoft^d  in  him,  and  perjure  him- 
felf,  he  may  fomctimes  exempt  a  villain  from  the  punifh- 
ment  he  deferves,  and  tak<e  the  guilt  upon  himfelf.     I  fay 
fometimes  ;  for  appeals  may  be  brought  in  fome  cafes,  and 
the  waterman  who  had  been  pnrdoncd  by  his  majefty  in 
the  year  1680,  for  a  murder  he  had  con.mitted,    was 
condemned,   and    lianged,  at  the  affixes  upon  an  appeal. 
Nay,  in  cafes  of  treaibn,  which  fome  men  think  relate 
mort  particula  ly  to  the  pcrfon  of  the  king,  he  cannot  al- 
ways  do    it.     Gavefton,    the  two    Spencers,    Trefilian, 
Empfon,  Dudley,    and   others,  have  been   executed   a^ 
traitors  for  things  done  by  the  king's  command  ;  and  it  is 
not  doubted  they  would  have  been  faved,  if  the  king's 
power  had  extended  fo  far.     I  might  add  the  cafes  of  the 
carls  of  Strafford  and    Danby;    for,    though   the  king 
iigned  a  warrant  for  the  execution  of  the  firft,  no  man 
doubts  he  would  have  faved  him,  if  it  had  been  in  his 
power.     The  other  continues  in  prifon,  notwithftanding 
his  pardon ;  and,  for  any    thing  I  know,  he  may  con- 
tinue where  he  is,  or  come  out  in  a  way  that  will  not  be 
more  to  his  fatisfadtion,  unlefs  he  be  found  innocent,  or 
fomething  fall  out  more  to  his  advantage  than  his  ma- 
jefty's  approbation  of  what  he  has'done.     If  therefore  the 
king  cannot  Interpofc  his  authority  to  hinder  the  courfe  of 
the  law  in  contefts  between  private  men,  nor  remit  the 
debts  adjudged  to  be  due,  or  the  damages  given  to  tlie 
pcrfons  aggrieved,  he  can  in  his  own  pcrfon  have  sss^ 
#ther  power  in  things  of  this  nature^  Xltv^LXv  \s\  Ko«Ne.  ^' 
Oo  3  « 


cording   to   the  ends  for  which  he 
the  fime  law  fays,  "  cum  magnalur 
•*  filioi"  and  is  not  therein  to  |5ur 
interefls :    if  his  oath  farther  oblig 
and  his  miniflers  arc  liable  to  puni 
vifc  him  othcrwifc :    if  in  matters  o 
power  i  and  if  his  pardons  have  beer 
contrary  to  his  oath,  he  has  abufed 
is  entruftcd,  to  the  patronizing  of  c 
ing  fuch  delinquents  from  puniftime 
pardoned  without  prejudice  to  the  p 
conclude,   that  the  king,  before  wl 
bound  to  appear,  who  does  perpetua 
diftributejuftice^to  the  nation,  is  not 
that  wears  the  c^own  ;  and  that  he  oi 
mine  thofc  matters,  which,  by  the  h 
the  king.     Whether  therefore  fuch  i 
or  extraordinary,  the  dccifion  is  mid 
wiurc   tl.crc   is   mo\\   w'lkUnn   aiui    ft 
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fubjed  to  error,  mod  exempted  from  pafllon,  and  moft 
free  from  corruption,  their  own  good,  both  public  aD4 
private,  fkpending  upon  the  reSitude  of  their  {anions. 
They  cannot  do  any  thing  that  is  ill  without  damage  to 
themfelvesy  and  their  poderity  ;  which  being  all  that  can 
be  done  by  human  underftanding,  our  lives,  liberties,  and 
properties,  are  by  our  laws  directed  to  depend  upon 
them. 


SECT.      XLIII. 

Proclamattens  are  not  lawt, 

OUR  author,  according  to  his  ufual  method  and  inte- 
grity, lays  great  weight  upon  proclamations,  as  the  figni- 
fication^  of  the  king's  pleafure,  which  in  his  opinion  is 
,Q^ir.Qnly  la^^.     But  neither  law  nor  reafon  openly  direS- 
i^g,  nor  by  confeyquences  infmuating,  that  fuch  a  power 
ihouid  be  ppt  into  an  uncertain  or  fufpedled  hand,  we 
jpay.iafd)!  d^ciy  tlvem  to  be  laws,  or  in  any  fenfe  to  have 
;/lhe  eflfejft  of  laws.     Nay,  they  cannot  be  fo  much  as  iig- 
oifications  of  his  will ;  for,  as  he  is  king,  he  can  have 
no  will  but  as  the  law  directs.     If  he  depart  from  the 
]aw>  he  i&  no  longer  king,  and  his  will  is  nothing  to  us. 
,Proclamations,  at  moft,  are  but  temporary,  by  the  advice 
of  Q9^ncil,  in  purfuance  of  the  law.     If  they  be  not  fo, 
..ri)6>  fvibject  is.  no-way  obliged  to  obey  them,  and  the 
, (;9UnfAllfurs,  are  to.be  punifhed  for  them.     Thefc  laws 
are  eithi^r  immiemorial  cuftoms,  or  fiatutes.    The  firfi 
O  o  4  \\cj.Ns;. 


vcuu  inii  irum  me  Duna,  corrupi 
monr  of  a  man,  but  from  the  niai 
choiceft  perfon<i  of  the  nation,  i 
grcateft  interefl  in  it.  Our  anccft< 
upon  thefc  laws ;  and  it  is  to  be  h< 
abandoned  by  God,  fo  deprived. of 
fcnfe,  to  fufFer  ourfelvcs  to  be  che 
which  they  have  fo  frequently,  k 
ftantly  defended.  Though  expcrier 
us,  that  parliaments  may  have  the! 
vices,  which  arc  induftridufly  fprc: 
be  too  prevalent ;  yet  they  ^re  th 
and  wc  may  much  more  rcafonabl 
than  upon  thofc  wha  propagate  tl 
them,  for  which  only  they  cart -dd 
We  hope  they  will  take  care  of  oi 
they  arc  as  other  men  fo  foon  as 
can  do  nothing  to  our  prejudice  tha 
fc6l  them,  and  their  poflcrity  ;  bcl 
tniying  tlicir  country,   which  can 
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it  may  be  rcafonably  hoped,  that  the  wifcft  will  fee  the 
fnares,  and  inftrud^  their  companions  to  avoid  them. 
But  if  all  things  were  fo  put  into  the  hands  of  one  mari^ 
that  his  proclamations  were  to  be  efteemed  law»,  die  na- 
tion would  be  expofed  to  ruin,  as  foon  as  it  (hould  chance  to 
fall  into  an  ill  hand.     It  is  in  vain  to  fay  we  have  a  good 
king,  who  will  not  make  an  ill  ufe  of  his  power ;    for 
even  the  bcft  are  fubjed  to  be  deceived  by  flatterers,  and 
.crowned  heads  are  almoft  ever  encompaffed  by  them. 
Thie  principal  art  of  a  courtier  is  to  obferve  his  mailer^s 
paffions,  and  to  attack  hin\  on  that  fide  where  he  feems 
to  be  moft  weak.     It  would  be  a  ftrange  thing  to  find  a 
-  man  impregnable  in  every  part ;  and,  if  he  be  not,  it  is 
♦  impoffiblc  he  (hould  refift  all  the  attempts  that  are  made 
upon  him.     If  his  judgment  come  to  be  prepoflTeffed,  he 
and  all  that  depend  on  him  are  loft.     Contradiftions, 
though,  never  fo  juft,  are  then  unfefe  ;  and  no  man  will 
venture  upon  them,  but  he  who  dares  facriike  himfelf 
for  the  publur  good.     The  nature  of  man  is  frail,  and 
ftands  in' need  of  afliftance.     Virtuous  adlions,  that  are 
profitable  to  a  commonwealth,  ought  to  be  made,  as  far 
as  it  is  poffible,  fafe,  eafy,  and  advantageous  ;  and  it  is 
The  utmoft  imprudence,  to  tempt  men  to  be  enemies  to 
the  public,  by  making  the  moft  pernicious  a6Hons  to  be 
the  means  of  obtaining  honour  and  favour,  whilft  no 
man  can  ferve  his  country,  but  with  the  ruin  of  lumfelff 
and  his  family. 

However,  in  this  cafe,  the  queftion  is  not  concerning  a 
pcfrfon :  the  fame  counfels  are  to  be  followed,  when 
Mofes  or  Samuel  is  in  the  throne,  as  if  Caligula  had  io- 
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^Miei  !£#  La w»  tiughi  to  aim  at  perpetuity  t  t>^£  the  vir* 
fuel  of  a  mm  die  wkh  hlrrit  ujid  veij  often  hefare  Kim. 
Thofc  who  have  defcrvcd  the  highc^  praifci  for  wifdom 
and  ratcgrity,  have  frcqycBtiy  left  the  honours  Uicycnjc^'ed 
to  foQlini  and  vicious  cliJidrcn.  I  f  virtue  may  in  2fiy  re^ 
f|jcil  be  f^iid  tu  outlive  the  pcrfon,  it  can  only  be  wheo 
good  men  fr^me  fucii  laws  and  conftitutionsas  by  &vinjr- 
iiYg  it  prcicrvc  themfelvcs.  This  has  never  been  done 
otherM  ifc,  than  ty  balancing  the  powers  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  corruption  which  one  or  a  few  men  tnlghc  fall  ia- 
fo,  fiiould  noi  he  fyfft^red  to  fprcad  ihe  contagion  to  the 
ruin  of  the  whc*k%  The  long  continuance  of  Lycurguss 
laws  ii  to  be  atf  ributt'd  to  ihii  :  thcy^  rcliraincd  the  lufls 
of  kingfi,  and  rcfluctd  thofs^  to  onUr  who  adventured  to 
tranfgrcfs  iliem ;  w  hcreas  rhc  whole  fabric  muft  have  fallen 
tQ  the  gnjund  in  a  ilu^rt  time,  if  the  Brll  that  had  a  fancy 
to  be  ubfdufe,  h:ul  been  aMe  to  cffc^l  his  dcfign.  This 
liij^  been  the  fvre  u(  nil  governments  that  were  made  to 
clfi|>^^nd  isjion  the  \''niiic  of  a  man,  which  never  continues 
Jotig  in  any  bmuly  i  ^nil|  whi:n  tlmt  failst  all  is  loft- 
The  nalionii  iIvct' lore  t!i;it  are  fo  hippy  to  have  good 
kings,  ought  to  waU*  a  riji.ht  vAc  of  them,  by  ertablifbing 
llu'  good  thiit  UKiv  nutlaft  tlicir  lives,  Thuic  of  them 
thiit  arc  j;i»tjdi  will  reaJily  y^\n  in  this  work,  and  take 
care,  thiit  iht-ir  fuect?lli>r?i  nv;iy  l^c  obliged,  In  doing  the 
like,  to  be  cqUidty  hcnef^cLil  v\  ihcir  own  i'^imibcs,  and 
the  jMople  iluy  ^overji.  If  tlu-  rulcrj^  of  natit^ns  be  n?- 
flraiiicdj  not  unly  the  pcojilc  is  by  thnt  means  fecurcd 
fjom  tii«  inifihicfs  of  their  vices  and  fcUies,  but  tliey 
jlhcnifdvcs  arc  prefcrvcd  fcom  tJie  grc:itcft  t^nptations  m 

ill> 
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ill,  and  the  terrible  effedls  of  the  vengeance  that  frequent- 
ly enfues  upon  it.  An  unlimited  prince  might  be  juflty 
compared  to  a  weak  fhip  expolid  to  a  violent  ftormy  with. 
a  vad  fail  and  no  rudder.  Wc  have  an  eminent  exam** 
pie  of  this  in  the  book  of  Efthcr*.  A  wicked  villain  - 
having  filled^he^ars  of  a  fooli(h%king  wirh  falfe  (lories 
of  the  Jews,  he  iflbes  out  a  proclamation  for  their  utter 
extirpation  ;  and  not  long  after,  being  informed  of  thr 
truth,  he  gave  them  leave  by  another  proclamation  to  kill 
whom  they  pleafed,  which  they  executed  upon  fevcnty 
thoufand  men.  The  books  of  Flzra,  N^hemiah,  and 
Daniel,  manifeftly  difcovcr  the  like  fludluations  in  all  tho 
councils  of  Nabuchodonofor,  Cyrus,  Darius,  and  Ar-% 
taxerxes.  When  good  men  had  credit  with  them, 
they  favoured  the  Ifraelites ;  fent  them  back  to  their 
own  country  ;  reftored  the  facrcd  veflels,  that  had  been 
taken  away ;  gave  them  all  things  neceflary  for  the  rc4 
building  of  the  city;  and  advanced  the  chief  of  them  to 
the  higheft  employments.  But  if  they  fell  into  ill  hands, 
three  juft  men  muft  be  thrown  into  the  burning  furnace 
for  refufing  to  worlhip  an  idol ;  Daniel  mud  be  caft  to 
the  lions;  the  holy  city  efteemed  rebellious,  rnd  thoit 
who  endeavour  to  rebuild  it,  enemies  to  kings.  Sudi  * 
was  the  ftate  of  things,  when  their  proclamations  paflei 
for  laws  ;  and  numbers  of  flattering  flavcs  were  ready  to 
execute  thf  ir  comniands,  without  examining  wticther 
they  were  juft  or  unjuft,  good  or  bad.  The  life  and 
death  of  the  bcft  men,  together  with  the  very  beings  of 
nations,  was  expofe^  to  chance ;.  and  they  were  either 

•Chap,  3.  \ 


..  .v.^Aauucr   IS  ready  to  c 

dancin:  wench  plcafe   Herod,   th( 
human  heads  mail  be  offered  in  « 
the  rage  of  her  impure  mother. 
fo  frail,  that  whercfocvcr  the  won 
had  the  force  of  a  law,  the  innv 
and  mifchtefs  -it  has  produced,  h: 
that  all  nations  who  are  not  ftupi 
have  always  abominated  it,  and  i 
care  to  find  out  remedies  againft 
balancing  the  powers  of  their  gov 
few  men  might  not  be  able  to  op 
they  .ought  to  prcfcrvc  and  prote< 
been  as  grateful  to  the  beft  and  v 
fary  to  the  weakeft  and  worft,  as 
by  the  examples  of  Theopompu 
others.      Thcfe    confiderations   h; 
growth,  and  continuance,  to  all  tl 
that  have  been  in  the  woril  ;  nnd 
never  vas  a   ef>od  or.e   t!::it  was 
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taken  the  wiodel  of  the  government  he  propofcs,  from 
the  monftrous  tyranny  of  Ceylon  an  ifland  in  the  Eaft-^ 
Indies,  where  the  king  knows  no  other  law  than  his  owa 
will.  He  kills,  tears  in  pieces,  impales,  or  throws  to  hk 
elephants,  whomfoever  he  pleafes :  no  man  has  any  thing 
that  he  can  call  his  own :  he  feldom  fails  to  defiroy  thoib 
who  have  been  employed  in  his  domeftic  fervice,  or  pub- 
lic offices ;  and  few  obtain  the  favour  of  being  put  to 
death,  and  thrown  to  the  dogs,  without  torments.  Hi* 
fubjedts  approach  him  no  otherwife,  than  on  their  kniceti 
licking  the  duft,  and  dare  aflfume  to  themfelves  no  other 
name  than  that  of  dogs,  or  limbs  of  dogs.  This  is  a 
true  pattern  of  Filmer's  Patriarchical  monarch.  Hit 
majcfty,"as  I  fuppofc,  is  fufficiently  exalted  ^  for  he  doct 
whatever  he  pleafes.  The  exercifc  of  his  power  is  a9 
gentle  as  can  reafonably  be  expcdled  from  one  who  tias 
all  by  the  unqucftionablc  right  of  ufurpation  ;  and  knowf 
the  people  will  no  longer  fuffcr  him,  and  the  villains  Iw 
hires  to  be  the  inftruments  of  his  cruelty,  than  they  caa 
be  kept  in  fuch  ignorance,  wcakncfs,  and  bafcnefs,  at- 
neither  to  know  how  to  provide  for  themfelves,  or  dart 
to  refift  him.  We  ought  to  efieem  ourfelvcs  happy,  if 
the  like  could  be  eftablilhed  among  us ;  and  are  much 
obliged  to  our  author  for  fo  kindly  propofmg  an  expe- 
dient that  might  terminate  all  our  difputcs.  Let  procla- 
mations obtain  the  power  of  laws,  and  the  bufincfs  i^ 
done.  They  may  be  fo  ingenioufly  contrived,  t^at  the  an- 
cient hws,  which  we  and  our  fathers  have  highly  valued, 
Ihall  be  aboliflied,  or  made  a  fnare  to  all  thofe  that  dare 
remember  they  are  Engliflimcn,  and  are  guilty  of  the  uwr- 
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|nrdcpiubte  crime  of  kiving  their  cottnCryt  or  (uive  the 
courage,  condud^i  and  repytation  required  to  defend  it, 
Thb  k  the  fum  of  Filmer's  philofophy,  and  thia  is  the 
legacy  he  hat  left  to  t^Rlfy  bis  afle^ion  to  the  n;itian  i 
which  having  for  a  long  time  lain  unregarded,  hai  bcm 
laicljr  brouglu  into  the  light  again»  as  an  mtrodufftion  of 
%  popifh  fiJCcciTt>r,  who  is  to  he  ctlablifhcd,  as  we  ought 
fo  foelteve,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  protcflant  religion,  and 
our  Engliih  Hbcnics.  Both  will  undoubtedly  flouriAi 
under  a  pnncc»  who  is  made  to  believe  flie  kingdom  is 
his  patrimony  ;  that  his  will  is  a  law  ;  and  that  he  has  a 
power,  which  none  may  refill.  If  any  man  doubt  whe- 
ther he  will  make  a  g(x>d  ufc  of  it,  he  may  only  examine 
fkc  hillories  of  what  others  in  the  fame  circumflanccshavc 
done  in  all  places  where  they  have  had  power.  The 
principles  of  that  religion  are  fo  full  of  meckncfs  and 
charity  ;  the  popes  have  always  fliewed  themfelves  fo 
gentle  towards  thofc  who  would  not  fubmit  to  their  autho- 
rity;  the  Jefuits,  who  may  be  accounted  the  foul  that  gives 
life  to  the  whole  body  of  the  fad^ion,  are  fo  well  natured, 
faithful,  :\nd  exad  in  their  morals;  i'o  full  o{  innocence, 
juf^ice,  and  truth  ;  that  no  violence  is  to  be  feared  from 
fuch  as  arc  governed  bv  them.  Tiie  fatherly  care  lliewcd 
to  the  protcftants  of  France,  by  the  five  lart  kings  of  the 
houfe  of  Valois  ;  the  mercy  of  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain 
to  his  pagan  fubje^fis  in  the  Well- Indies,  and  the  more 
hated  protcliants  in  the  Netherlands ;  the  moderation  of 
the  duk(s  o\  Savoy  towards  the  Vandoisin  the  marquifate 
of  Salu7zo  and  tlie  vallies  of  Piedmont  ;  the  gcnrleneft 
)ind   fuih  of  the  two  Maries  queens  of  England  and 

"Scotland ; 
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Scotland ;  th©  kindnefs  of  the  papifls  to  the  proteftanfti  of 
Ireland  in  the  year  1641,  with  what  wc  have  reafonto 
believe  they  did  and  do  AiH  intend,  if  they  can  accomplidi 
the  (indft  ^f  their  confpiracy ;  in  a  word,  the  fweetneiil^ 
and  Elpoftolits^  iloeeknefs  of  the  inquifition  ;  may  foAct- 
cntly  convince  tw  that  nothing  is  to  be  feared  where  that 
principle  reigns.  Wc  may  fuffer  the  word  of  fwAi  a 
prince  to  be  a  law,  and  the  people  to  be  made  to  believe 
it  ought  to  be  fo,  when  he  is  expeded.  Though  we  fhould 
wave  the  bill  of  exclufien,  and  not  only  admit  him  to 
reign  as  other  kings  have  done>  but  refign  the  wbote 
power  into  his  hands,  it  would  neither  bring  inconvenience 
or  danger  on  the  prefcnt  king.  He  can  with  patience 
cxped,  that  nature  (houid  take  her  courfe,  and  would 
neither  anticipate  nor  fccure  his  entrance  into  the  poffcC- 
fion  of  the  power,  by  taking  one  day  from  the  life  of  hit 
brother.  Though  the  papif^s  know,  that,  Kke  a  true  fon 
of  their  church,  he  would  prefer  the  advancement  of  their 
religion  before  all  other  confiderations ;  and  that  one  ftab 
with  a  dagger,  or  a  dofe  of  poifon,  would  put  all  under 
his  feet ;  not  one  man  would  be  fdund  among  them  to 
give  it.  The  affaffins  were  Mahometans,  not  pupik  oC 
the  honeft  Jefuits,  nor  ever  employed  by  them,  Thcfc 
things  being  certain,  all  our  concernments  would  be  fccure, 
if  inftead  of  the  foolifh  ftatutcs,  and  antiquated  cuft#ms  on 
which  our  anceftors  and  we  have  hitherto  doted,  we  may  bo 
troubled  with  no  law  but  the  kings  will,  and  a  proclamation 
may  be  taken  for  a  fufBcient  declaration  of  it.  We  ftiai! 
by  this  means  be  delivered  from  that  /•  liberty  with  a 
mifchicf,"  in  which  our  miftaken  nation  fcema  fo  vcv\\s5ct 
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to  dtligtit*  Thb  phmfc  is  fo  ncw/and  fo  peculiar  ^«ar 
author,  that  It  dcfervcs  to  be  written  upon  his  tomb.  We 
have  Ijcard  of  **  lymnny  with  a  mifchiefi  flavcry  and 
bondage  with  a  mifehicf/'  and  they  have  been  denounced 
by  God  againil  wicked  and  pervcrfc  nations,  as  mifcJhtcfi 
comprehending  all  thut  is  moft  to  be  abhorred  and  dreaded 
in  the  world,  Bot  Filmcr  informs  US|  that  liberty,  which 
all  wife  and  good  men  have  in  all  ages  efteemed  to  be  the 
moft  valuable  and  glorious  privilege  of  mankind^  is  **  a 
mifchicf."  If  he  defervc  credit,  Mafes,  Jofhua,  Giieon* 
S:imfon,  and  Samuel^  with  others  like  them,  wcr  ene- 
mies to  their  country,  in  depriving  the  people  of  the  ad* 
vantages  they  enjoyed  under  the  paternal  care  of  Pharaoh  p 
Adonibcxt*k,  Eglon,  Jabin,  and  other  kings  of  the  neigh- 
bouring nations,  and  rcftorlng  them  to  that  "  libtrtj 
with  a  mil'chief,"  which  he  had  prumifcd  to  them.  Th« 
Ifraclites  were  happy  under  the  power  of  tyrants,  whofc 
proclamations  were  laws ;  and  they  ought  to  have  been 
thankful  to  God  for  that  condition,  and  not  for  the  deli- 
verances he  wrought  by  the  hands  of  his  fervants.  Sub- 
jedtion  to  the  will  of  a  man  is  happinefs,  liberty  is  a  **mif- 
chicf."  But  this  is  fo  abominably  wicked  and  dcteftable, 
that  it  can  defer ve  no  anfwcr. 


SECT.      XLIV. 

/^^i  people f  that  is  not  free ^  can  fuljli tide  delegates , 

HOW  full  focver  the  power  of  any  pcrfon  or  people 
may  be,  he  or  they  arc  obliged  to  give  only  fo  much  to  their 

^^V^^Atcs. 
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delegates,  as  feerhs  convenient  to  themfelvcsyor  conducing 
to  the  ends  they  defire  to  attain ;  but  the  delegate  can  have 
i)onCy  except  what  is  conferred  upon  him  by  his' principal* 
If  therefore  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgeffes,  fent  by. 
the  people  of  England  to.ferve  in  parliament,  have  i  pow- 
ei*,  it  muft  be  more  perfedly  and  fully  in  thofe  that  fend 
them.  But  (as  was  proved  in  the  laft  fcdlion)  proclama- 
tions, and  other  (ignifications  of  the  king's  pleafure,  ard 
riot  laws  to  us.  They  arc  to  be  regulated  by  the  law,  not 
the  law  by  them.  They  are  to  be  cohfidered  only  fo  far 
as  they  are  conformable  to  the  law,  from  which  they  re- 
ceive all  the  ftrcngth  that  is  in  them,  and  can  confer  none 
upon  it.  We  know  no  laws  but  our  own  ftatutes,  and 
thofe  immemorial  cuftoms  eftabliftied  by  the  confent  of  the 
nation ;  which  may  be,  and  often  are,,  changed  by  us« 
The  legiflative  power  therefore,  that  is  exercifed  by  the 
parliament,  cannot  be  conferred  by  the  writ  of  fummons^ 
but  muft  be  effentially  and  radically  in  the  people,  from 
ivhom  theit  delegates  and  reprefcntatlves  have  all  that  they 
have.  But,  fays  our  author,  "  they  muft  only  chufe, 
"  arid  truft  thofe  whom  they  chufe^  to  do  what  they  lift ; 
**  and  that  is  as  much  liberty  as  many  of  us  deferve  for 
"  our  irregular  elections  of  burgefles."  This  is  ingenu- 
oufly  concluded :  I  take  what  fervant  I  pleafe,  and  whea  . 
I  have  taken  him,  I  muft  fuiFer  him  to  do  what  he  pleafcs- 
But  from  whence  ftiould  this  neceffity  arife  ?  Why  may 
not  I  take  one  to  be  my  groom,  another  to  be  my  (;ook, 
and  keep  them  both  to  the  offices  for  which  I  took  them  ^ 
What  law  does  hetcid  reftrain  my  right  ?  And  if  I  aca  fx<:.^ 
in  my  private  capacity  to  regulate  my  ^^AX\kc\A'»x  ^-a^vi^ 

Vol.  IL  P  D  iLCWt^NT^ 
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P'jMIc  affairs?  Our  author  gives  uf? 
to  hisjudgmcnt :  "  This  were  libcrt; 
*'  that  of  chufingonly  is  as  much  a 
I  have  alrcad)r  proved,  tlme^  asfcr 
^c  have  had  no  princes  or  magifti 
have  made,  and  thej  have  had  no  c 
we  have  conferred  upon-  them. 
judges  of  our  merit,  who  have  no  pe 
them,  through  an  opirtion  they  did 
They  may  diftribute  in  parcels  to  parti 
they  arc  entrufted  in  the  grofs.  Bi 
the  public  fliould  depend  abfolutely  u] 
thing  above  other  men,  except  what 
for  and  by* the  public.  The  reftri^ 
people's  liberty  muft  be  from  thcmfi 
none. 

Neverthdefsf- believe,  that  the  p 
try,  city,  and  borou^'h  of  England, 
general  law  to   wliich  thcv   bavo  a 
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dicy  are  bound  only  by  fuch  aftsas  they  tlicmfclves  have 
made  ;  and  when  any  HeW  thing,  not  comprehended  in 
them  happens  to  arife,  they  oblige  their  delegates  to  give 
them  an  account  of  it,  and  retain  the  power  of  dctermini- 
ing  thofe  matters  in  themfelves.     It  is  not  fo  amongft  us  2 
every  country  does  not  make  a  diftindt  body,  having  in 
Itfelf  a  foverfeign  power,  but  is  a  member  of  that  great 
body  which  comprehends  the  whole  nation^     It  is  not 
therefore  for  Kent  or  Suffex,  Lewis  bt  Maidftone,  but 
for  the  whole  nation,  that  the  members  chofcn  in  thofe 
places  are  fent  to  ferve  iri  parliament:  and  though  it  be 
fit  fot  them  as  friends  and  neighbours  (fo  far  as  may  be) 
to  hearken  to  the  opinions  of  the  eledtors  for  the  infor- 
rhation  of  their  judgments,  and  to  th^  end  that  what  they 
Ihall  fay,  may  be  of  more  weight,  when  every  one  ia 
known  not  to  fpeak  his  own  thckights  oiily,  but  thofe  of  a 
great  xiumber  of  men  5  yet  thejr  are  rtot  ftri£Hy  and  pro* 
perly  obliged  to  give  account  of  their  adtions  to  any,  un*^ 
lefs  the  whole  body  of  the  natioil  for  which  they  ferve, 
and  who  are  equally  concerned  in  their  tefolutions,  could 
he  aflfembled.     This  being  impra£iicable^  the  only  pa* 
nifhment  to  which  they  arc  fubjcfl^  if  they  betray  their 
truft,  is  fcom,  infamy,  hatred,  and  an  aflfurance  of  being 
rejeded,  when  they  (hall  again  feek  the  fame  honour. 
Although  this  may  feem  a  fihall  matter  to  thofe  who  fear 
to  do  ill  only  fromi  a  fenfe  of  the  pains  infli^d ;  yet  it  is 
very  terrible  to  men  of  ingenuous  f|>irit8,  a^  they  aro 
fuppofed  to  be,  who  are  accounted  fk  to  be  intrufted  with 
fo  great  powers.     But  why  fhould  this  be  '^  liberty  with 
**  ainifchitf,"  if  it  were  othcrwifc  1  QxYw^n  ^•t'&i^^v^ 
P  p  2  ^^ 


uf  panicular  focicric^  would  be  greater,  if  they  might  M 
what  they  plcafctl,  titan  whilrt  they  fend  mhera  to  ^^  fof  * 
thcm>  fuch  wife  men  only  as  Filmcr  can  tdl  us.  Far  al^ 
no  man,  or  number  of  nlcn,  can  give  m  pciwcr  which  he 
or  they  have  not,  the  Achaians,  Etolians,  Ladnst  Sam- 
nites,  and  Tufcans,  who  tranfaiited  all  things  rdatuig  lu 
their  anbciatmns  by  th.*kffites ;  and  the  Athenianji  Car* 
thnglnmns,  and  Rt^mans,  vrho  kept  the  power  of  the 
Hate  in  thtmfclvci^  wcftf  nil  t qoalty  free.  And  in  our 
days,  the  United  Pi*ovinres  of  the  Netherlands,  the 
Switzcrs,  and  Grifons,  wno  :\tc  of  the  firft  lln-t,  and  the 
Venetians,  Gcnoefes,  and  Luccliefc.<T,  who  are  of  the 
other,  are  fo  alfo.  All  men  that  havo  any  degree  of 
common  fcnfo,  plainly  fee,  that  the  liberty  of  tliofc  who 
ael  in  their  own  pcrfons,  and  for  thofe  who  Tend  delegates, 
is  perfectly  the  fame,  and  the  cxcrcifo  is,  and  can  orH/ 
be,  changed  by  their  confent. 

But  whatever  the  law  or  eirllom  of  England  be  in  thiij 
point,  it  camitu  ci^nccrn  oik  qucilion.  The  general 
propofition  concerning  a  patrianrhicil  pt^wer  cannot  be 
proved  by  a  fii^lc  example.  If  there  be  a  L^rneral  power 
every  where,  forbidding  nations  to  give  inftruciions  to 
their  delegates,  thev  can  do  it  no- where.  If  there  be  no 
fuch  thing,  every  jxvple  may  do  it,  unlefs  they  have  de- 
privtNl  themfcUes  fU*  their  riglit,  all  being  born  under  xki 
fam«  ci^ndition.  It  is  to  no  purpi^fo  to  fay,  that  the  r.^- 
titnis  beU^re- mentioned  had  not  kings,  and  therefore 
mi-ht  ae>  as  they  did.  For,  if  the  general  thcfls  be  true, 
t!.v7  mul\  have  kii^  ;  and  if  it  be  nor,  none  are  obliged 
r^  :v«vc  thcro,  urids  xk«x  ^vtwV  fe^  ^od  the  Kings  they 
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make  are  their  creatures.  But  many  of  thefc  nations  had 
either  kings,  or  other  magiftratcs  in  power  like  to  them. 
The  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  had  dukes,  earls,  or 
marquifcs:  Genoa  and  Venice  have  dukes.  If  any,  on 
account  of  the  narrow ncfs  of  their  territories,  have  ab- 
ilained  from  the  name,  it  does  not  alter  the  cafe ;  for  our 
jdifpute  is  not  concerning  the  name,  but  the  right.  If 
that  one  man,  who  is  in  the  principal  magiftracy  of  every 
jiation,  muft  tc  reputed  the  father  of  that  people,  aad 
Jias  a  power  which  may  not  be  limited  by  laws,  he  may 
-be  fo  alfo  in  the  grcateft.  The  leaft  of  men,  is  a  man  as 
veil  as  a  giant :  and  thofe  in  the  Wefl-Indics  who  have 
jiot  above  twenty  or  thirty  fubjc6\s  able  to  bear  arms,  arc 
kings,  as  well  as  Xerxes.  Every  nation  may  divide 
itfelf  into  fmali  parcels,  as  fome  have  done,  by  the  fame 
Jaw  they  haye  /-eftrained  or  aholifhed  their  kings,  joined 
to  one  another,  or  taken  tjhcir  hazard  of  fubfifting  by 
^thcmfelves;  aflcd  by  delegation,  or  retaining  the  power 
in  their  own  perfonsi  given  finite  or  indefinite  powers  j 
referved  to  themfelves  a  power  of  puniihing  thofe  who 
ihould  depart  from  their  duty,  or  referred  it  to  their  ge- 
neral affemblies.  And  tliat  liberty,  £or  \yhich  we  ooij- 
tend  as  the  gift  of  God  aud  ijalurc,  remains  equally  to 
;thcm  all. 

If  men  who  delight  in  cavilling  fliould  fay,  that  great 
kingdoms  arc  not  to  be  regulated  by  the  examples  of  fmall 
ftates,  I  dcfire  to  ^now  when  it  Vvas,  that  God  ordained 
great  natiops  (hould  be  flaves,  and  deprived  of  ajl  right 
to  difpofe  matters  relative  to  their  government ;  whilft  he 
Jcft  to.  fuch  as  had,  or  flipuld  divide  thcmfelvc*  vrsi'c^  fev-^^X 
P  p  2  ^^x^:.^^-* 


trance  are   cftcemed  great,  and  yc 
cura^-iores  of  the  fcvcral  parts  of  Ci 
had  at  Madrid,  in  the  beginning  c 
idgn,  cxcufc  thanidvcs  from  givi: 
fired,*  becaufe  iher  had  received  i 
^colar  hvm  ihe  tofrns  that  fcnr  (I 
ftcciving  cxprefs  ocdcr  do<  to  do  it 
jefty  a  flat  dcfikl.     The  iike  was  h 
the  reigns  of  that  great  prince,  and 
Second.     And  geoerallj  diofe  procu 
anjr  thing  of  importmnce  to  eidier  o 
dcuhur  orders  from  thdr  principals, 
taken  in  France,  as  loi^  as  there  wc 
)>nes  of  eftates;  and,  if  it  do  noc  ft 
eaufc  there  are  none.     For,  no  mai 
affairs  of  that  kingcloin,  did  ever  de 
were  obliged  to  foUov  die  orders  of  i 
And  perhaps,  if  men  would  examine 
came  to  be  abollllieJ,  they  m'^h:  fir 
de   Ricl.clieu   and    Mazar:;":,    wlr^. 
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tlicn  deputy  for  the  third  cftatc  of  Vermandois,  by  their 
pkiticutar  order,  propofed  fo  many  things  as  took  up  a 
great  part  of  their  time.  *  Other  deputies  alledgcd  no 
other  reafon  for  many  things  faid  and  done  by  them, 
highly  contrar}'  to  the  king's  will,  than  that  they  were 
commanded  to  do  fo  by  their  fuperiors,  Thcfe  general 
•aflemblics  being  laid  afide,  the  fame  cuftom  is  ftill  ufed  in 
the  leflTer  aflemblies  of  eftates  in  Languedoc  and  Britany. 
The  deputies  cannot,  without  the  infamy  of  betraying 
their  truft,  and  fear  of  punifliment,  recede  from  the  orders 
given  by  tlicir  principals;  and  yet  we  do  not  find,  that 
•*  liberty  with  a  mifchief "  is  much  more  predominant  in 
France  than  amongft  us.  The  fame  method  is  every  day 
praclifed  in  the  diets  of  Germany.  The  princes  and 
great  lord^,  who  have  their  places  in  their  own  right, 
«nay  do  what  they  pleafe  :  but  the  deputies  of  the  cities 
muft  follow  fuch  orders  as  they  receive.  The  hiflorics 
of  Denmark,  Sweden,  Poland,  Bohemia,  tcftify  the 
fame  thing:  and  if  this  "liberty  with  a  mifchief '*  do  not 
ftill  continue  iniirc  in  all  thofc  places,  it  has  been  dimi- 
«ifhed  by  fuch  means  as  fuit  better  with  the  manners  of 
pirates,  than  the  laws  of  God  and  nature.  If  England 
therefore  do  not  ftill  enjoy  the  fame,  we  muft  have  been 
deprived  of  it  either  by  fuch  unjuftifiable  means,  or  by 
our  own  confcnt.  But  thanks  be  to  God,  we  know  no 
people  who  have  a  better  right  to  liberty,  or  have  better 
defended  it,  than  our  own  nation.  And  if  we  do  noi 
degenerate  from  the  virtue  of  our  anccftors,  we  maly  hope 
jip  tranfmit  it  mtire  to  our  pofterity.    We  always  may, 

•  Hift.  Tliuan. 

Pp  4  ^^^ 


trcafurcr   Burleigh    faid,    the    parli; 
thing  but  turn  a  man  into  a  woman, 
^hcn  Rich  folicitor  to  king  Heniy  t 
if  the  parliament  might  not  make 
^hat  was  **  ^afus  levis,"  taking  it  fc 
might  make  or  unmake  whom  the 
part  of  this,  which  includes  the  oth 
flatute  of  the  13th  of  Q.  Elizabeth, 
grievous  puni|}iments  againd  aU  (if 
contradid  it.     Bu$  if  it  be  in  the  pai 
jn  thofe  who  give  to  parljampnt-ipcn 
they  adt ;  for  before  they  are  chofei 
and  can  never  have  any,  if  tliofc  tha 
not  in  themfelves.     Tl^cy  cannot  recc 
giftrate ;  for  that  power  which  Jie  h; 
the  fame  fprjng*    The  power  of  ma! 
him  cannot  be  frofB  hipifelf;  fprhe 
nothing;  and  when  he  is  made,  can  t 
than  is  conferred  upon  him  by  thof^^  th 

who    /4orx«-»-      ^ 
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ihat  to  others  by  which  they  might  be  unmade.  If  ooe^ 
or  more  princes,  relying  upon  their  own  virtue  and  refo- 
lutions  to  do  good,  had  given  fuch  a  power  againft  them- 
felves,  as  Trajan  did,  when  he  commanded  the  prcfed 
to  ufc  the  fword  for  him,  if  he  governed  well;  and 
againil  him,  if  he  governed  ill ;  it  would  foon  have  been 
refcinded  by  their  fucceflbrs.  If  our  Edward  the  Firft 
had  made  fuch  a  law,  his  lewd  fon  would  have  aboljfted 
it,  before  he  would  have  fufFercdTiimfelf  to  be  imprifoncd 
and  depofed  by  it.  He  would  never  have  acknowledged 
hU  unworthinefs  to  reign,  if  he  had  been  tied  to  no  odier 
law  thart  his  own  will ;  for  he  could  not  tranfgrefs  that; 
nor  have  owned  the  mercy  of  the  parliament,  in  fparjiig 
his  life,  if  they  had  afted  only  by  a  power,  which  he  had 
conferred  upon  them.  This  power  muft  therefore  be  in 
thofe,  who  aft  by  a  delegated  power ;  and  none  can  give 
it  to  their  delegates,  but  they  who  have  it  in  themfelve?, 
Xhc  moft  certain  teftimony  that  can  be  given  of  their 
unlimited  power,  is,  that  they  rely  upon  the  wifdom  and 
fidelity  of  their  deputies,  fo  as  to  lay  no  rcftridions  upon 
them  :  they  may  do  .^^hat  they  pleafe,  if  they  take  care, 
f  *  ne  quid  (Jetrimcnti  refpublica  accipiat,  that  the  comnK>n* 
y  wealtli  repcive  no  detriment.'*  This  is  4  commiifion^ 
fit  to  be  granted  by  wife  ^nd  good  men,  to  thofe  they 
chufe  through  an  opinion,  th^t  they  are  fo  alfo,  and  that 
jhey  cannot  bring  any  prejudice  upon  th^  nation,  that  will 
fiot  fall  upon  themfclves,  and  their  ppfterity.  This  is  alfo 
fit  to  be  received  by  thoff,  who  feeking  nothing,  but  that 
which  is  juft  in  itfelf,  and  profitable  to  their  country, 
cannot  fore  fee  what  will  be  propofed^  when  they  are  all 


cilion  of  the  moft  important  a 
judgment  of  thofe,  who  know  i 
qucftion,  and  by  that  means  ca 
moft  danger  of  the  moft  inextria 
never  be  the  intention  of  that 
"  reda,"  and  fceJu  only  the  goc 
it-  The  fbrefight  therefore  of  { 
impair  the  liberties  of  the  natiot 


SECT.     X 

The  legijlathe  power  is  ahvays 
trufteiln  the  hands  of  any  w 
the  laws  they  make. 

IFitb€ob|e6ted,  that!  am 

powers,  I  coofcfs  I  cannot  comj 
can  be  cibbliflicd  or  f„b|]rt  with. 
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laws,  and  all  the  fubfcqucnt  ftatufes,  were  not  fcojt  from 
heaven,  but  made  according  to  the  will  of  men.     If  np 
men  could  have  a  power  of  making  laws,  none  could 
ever  have  been  made ;   for  all  that  arc  or  have  been  in 
the  world,  except  thofe  given  by  God  to  the  Ifraelitesi 
were  made  by  them  ;  that  is,  they  have  exercifed  an  ar- 
bitrary power  in  making  that  to  be  law  which  was  not^ 
or  annulling  that  which  was.     The  various  laws  and  go- 
vernments, that  are  or  have  been  in  feveral  ages  and 
places,  are  the  produft  of  various  opinions  in  thofe  who 
had  the  power  of  making  them.     This  muft  neceffarily 
be,  imlcfs  a  general  rule  be  fet  to  all ;  for  the  judgments 
of  men  will  vary,  if  they  arc  left  ♦^o  tl.cir  liberty  ;  and 
the  variety  that  is  found  among  them,  fl.cws  they  arc 
fubjed  to  no  rule  but  that  of  their  own  reafon,  by  which 
they  fee  what  is  fit  to  he  embraced  or  avoided,  according 
to  the  feveral  circumftances  under  which  they  live.    The 
authority  that  judges  of  thefc  circumrtanccs  is  arbitrary, 
and  the  legiflators  (hew  themfelves  to  be  more  or  lefs 
wife  and  good,  as  they  do  rightly,  or  not  rightly,  exercifo 
this  power.     The  difference  therefore  between  good  and  . 
ill  governments  is  notj  that  thofe  of  one  fort  have  an  ar* 
bitrary  power  which  the  others  have  not ;   far  they  all 
have  it  \  but  that  thofe  which  arc  well  conftituted,  place 
this  power  fo  as  it  may  be  beneficial  to  the  people,  arid 
fet  fuch  rules  as  arc  hardly  to  be  tranfgrcffed;  whilft 
thofe  of  the  other  fort  fail  in  one  or  both  thcfe  points. 
Some  alfo  through  want  of  courage,  fortune,  or  ftrcrigth, 
may  have  been  opprcffed  by  the  violence  of  ftrangers,  or 
fufFered  a  corrupt  party  to  rife  up  within  themfelves^  asxd 


l"J"i  ur  pic.'lujrc,    Iiavc   I 

a  ing  fuch  a  pccpJc  ]ikc  hearts. 

defences  Bgainn  the  lufts  of  th 

<hc  highcft  pUccs,  and  given  tl 

gating  more  power  to  fhemfe 

Where  any  of  thefe  errors 

vcrnmcnt  may  be  eafy  for  a  v 

whilft  it  continues  uncorruptcd 

When  the  law  may  be  cafily 

will  be  attempted.    Whatevpr 

pnapftrates,  many  years  will  noi 

^  corrupted ;  and  their  fuccefl 

integrity,  will  feixe  upon  the 

will  then  not  onlj  govern  by  w 

will,  which  turns  the  law,  that 

good,  to  the  private  advantage  ot 

not  my  intention  to  enumerate  tl 

been  taken  to  effibdt  this ;  or  to 

h.u-f  dofici^Kl  from  the  li-.'u,  an. 

1  in.iy  jultlv  r..y.  that  an  arbitral 
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rfie  pawer  of  them,  as  well  as  other  men.  They  could- 
♦io  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  nation,  that  would  not 
be  ^s  hurtful  to  thofe  who  were  prcfent,  and  their  pof- 
terity,  as  to  thofe  who  by  many  accidents  might  be  ah- 
fent.  The  Normans  entered  into,  and  continued  in  ti.e 
fame  path.  Our  parliaments  at  this  day  are  in  the  fame 
condition.  They  may  make  prejudicial  wars,  ignomi- 
nious treaties,  and  unjuft  laws :  yet  when  the  fefBon  is 
enucd,  they  muft  bear  the  burden  as  much  as  others  ; 
and,  when  they  die,  the  teeth  of  their  children  will  be 
fet  on  edge  with  the  four  grapes  they  have  eaten.  But  it 
is  hard  to  delude  or  corrupt  fo  many:  men  do  not  in 
matters  of  the  higheft  importance  yield  to  flight  tempta- 
tions. No  man  ferves  the  devil  for  nothing :  fmall 
wages  will  rfot  content  thofe  who  cxpofe  themfelvcs  W 
perpetual  infamy,  and  the  hatred  of  a  nation  for  betraying 
their  country.  Our  kings  had  not  wherewithal  to  cor- 
r'jpt  mnny  till  thefe  laft  twenty  years,  and  the  treachery 
of  a  few  was  not  enough  to  pafs  a  law.  The  union  of 
many  was  not  eafily  wrought,  and  there  was  nothing  to 
tempt  them  to  endeavour  it ;  for  they  could  make  little 
ndvantnge  during  the  fefllon,  and  were  to  be  loft  in  the 
mafs  of  the  people,  and  prejudiced  by  their  own  laws,  as 
foon  as  it  was  ended.  They  could  not  in  a  (hort  time 
reconcile  their  various  intercfts  or  pafllons,  fo  as  to  combine 
together  againft  the  public  ;  and  the  former  kings  never 
went  about  it.  We  are  beholden  to  Hyde,  Cliflford  tfnd 
Danby,  for  all  that  has  been  done  of  that  kind.  Ttttf 
found  a  p^l lament  full  of  lewd  young  men  chofcn  by  k 
furious  ptf)p!c  ill  fpite  to  the  puritans,  whofc  fc^^t\\H  V-A 


neighbours  by  continuing  in  th 

cajoleries  of  the  court  before  i 

their  duty  to  the  couotry  tha 

fought  to  relieve  their  ruined 

forward  to  give  the  king  a  vaft 

they  might  receive  penfions  3  oi 

porary  proicaion  againil  their 

not  what  they  did  when  they  a 

voted  the  militia  to  be  in  the  ki 

cuftoms,  and  chimney-money  ; 

rations,  by  which  the  grcatcft 

brought  under  the  power  of  the 

or  fober  paffcd  die  fivc-mile  aft, 

in  the  church.     This  embolden 

making  parliaments  to  be  the  inl 

which  had  in  all  ages  part  been  t 

liberty.     There  might  have  bcei 

preventing  this  pernicious  mifchi 

our  govcrnnncnt.     ]]ut  our  brav 

think  thf'ir  rwxCt.^^:^..  ^  i    • 
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Jepeiu!  upon  thofe  tirfio  arc  under  a  pcxffibility  of  being 
again  corruptcd,4faaa  upon  one  who  applies  himfelf  to  cor« 
rupt  them,  becaufe  he  cannot  otherwife  accomplifh  hi$ 
defigns.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  our  fecurity  were 
more  certain ;  but  this  being,  under  God,  the  beft  an* 
chor  we  have,  it  defervcs  to  be  preferved  with  all  care, 
till  one  of  a  more  unquedionable  ihength  be  framed  hj 
the  confent  of  the  nation. 


SECT.      XLVI* 

The  coercivi  power  of  the  law  proceeds  from  the  auihoT 
rity  of  parliament, 

HAVING  proved  that  proclamations  are  not  faws^ 
and  that  the  Icgiflative  power,  which  is  arbitrary,  \it 
trirflcd  only  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are  bound  to  obey 
the  laws  that  are  made,  it  is  not  hard  to  difcover  what  it 
is  that  gives  the  power  of  law  to  the  fandions  under 
which  wr  live.  Our  author  tells  us,  "  that  all  ftatute^ 
"  or  laws  are  made  properly  by  the  king  alone,  at  the 
**  rogation  of  the  people,  as  his  majei^y  king  James  of 
"  happy  memory  affirms  in  his  True  law  of  fred  monar- 
♦*  chy ;  and  as-Hooker  teaches  us,  riiat  laws  do  not  take 
<*  their  conftraining  power  from  the  quality  of  fuch  as 
"  dcvife  them,  but  from  the  power  thatgiveth  them  the 
**  ftrength  of  law."  But  if  the  rogation  of  the  people 
be  neceffary,  that  cannot  be  a  law  which  proceeds  not 
from  their  rogation  :    the  power  thcrtfgxt  \%  tvox  ^cjtcv^  vcv 


6^  D?SC€>01tf£«    OH 

the  ktttg  ;  for  a  moft  tmpoftam  f^n  is  confcfl<^  to  be  ii^- 
ihe  peoplfc-     And  ai  none  could  be  In  ihcnij  if  ciur  aii- 
thor*i  pfupofirkm,  or   the  pHncff^lct  upon  whkh  Ic  b 
gtoumfetl^  ircre  Inic,  the  acktiowlcdg'nent  <rf  fuch  a  pafr 
to  be  in  flic  pc*iplc  fhcivs  Ebcm  to  be  felfc.     For  if  the 
kif^  hid  all  in  himfelft  none  could  participate  with  hlro: 
if  ftnf  do  pantctfmte,  he  hath  not  all  i  ^nd  it  is  from  that 
Jaw  by  which  they  do  purtlcjpate^  that  we  nrt  to  know 
T^hat  pit  is  Irff  to  him*     The  preaniblcs  of  moft  a£ls  of 
parli:imcnts  manlfcft  this  by  the  words,  »'  Be  it  enaAed 
*'  by  the  lords  fpiiitual   and   tcinpornl,  and  commons,  in 
*•  parliament  afTcmbkd,  and  by  authority  of  the  fame.'* 
But  king  James,  fays  Filmcr,  **  in  his  Law  of  free  mo- 
**  narchy,  affirms  the  contrary  ;'    and  it  may  be  fo  ;  yet 
that  is  nothing  to  us.     No  man  doubts,  that  he  defired 
it  might  be  fo  in  England  :    But  it  docs  ix)t  from  thence 
appear,  that  it  is  fo.     The  law  of  a  free  monarchy  is  no- 
thing to  us  ;  for  that  monarchy  is  not  free,  which  is  re- 
gulated by  a  law  not  to  be  broken  without  the  guilt  of 
perjury,  as  he  himfclf  confeflcd  in  relation  to  ours*.     As 
to  the  words  cited  from  Hooker  I   can  find  no  hurt  in 
them.     To  draw  up  the  form  of  a  good  law,  is  a  matter 
of  invention  and  judgment ;  but  it  receives  the  force  of  rv 
law  from  tlie  power  that  enacts  it.     We  have  no  other* 
reafon  for  tiie  payment  of  excifc  or  cudoms,  than  thar 
the  parliament  has  granted  tiiofe  revcirucs  to  the  king  to 
defray   the    public    charges.      Whatever    therefore    king* 
James  was  plcafcd  to  fay  in  his  books,  or  in  thofe  written 
iur  him,  wc  do  not  fo  much  as  know  tliat  the  killing  of  a 
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king  IS  treafon^  or  to  be  puniflied  with  death,  otherwifc 
than  as  it  is  ena£ted  hj  parlianrient  *;  and  it  was  not  always 
fo :  for>  in  the  time  of  Ethelilan,  the  edimates  of  lives 
were  agreed  in  parliament,  and  that  of  a  king  valued  at 
thirty  thoufand  thrymfae.  And,  if  that  law  had  not  been 
altered  by  the  parliament,  it  muft  have  been  in  force  at 
this  day.  It  had  been  in  vain  for  a  king  to  fay  he  would 
have  it  otherwife ;  for  he  is  not  created  to  make  laws^ 
but  to  govern  according  to  fuch  as  are  ncade,  and  fworn 
to  afTent  to  "  t  fuch  as  (hall  be  propofed."  He  who 
t}iinks  the  crown  not  worth  accepting  on  thefe  conditions, 
inay  refufe  it.  The  words  "  le  roy  le  veult,"  are  only 
a  pattern  of  the  French  falhions,  upon  which  fome  kings 
have  laid  great  ftrefs,  and  would  no  doubt  have  been  glad 
tp  introduce,  "  car  tel  eft  noftre  plaifir ;"  but  that  may 
prove  a  difficult  matter.  Nay,  in  France  itfelf,  where 
that  ftyle,  and  all  the  ranting  expreffions  that  pjeafe  the 
yaineft  of  men,  are  in  mode^  no  edi£l  has  the  power  of  a 
law,  till  it  be  regiftcrcd  in  parliament.  This  is  not  a  mere 
Ceremony,  as  fome  pretend,  but  all  that  is  cfTential  to  a 
law.  Nothing  has  been  more  common,  than  for  thofc 
parliaments  to  refufe  edicts  fent  to  them  by  the  king. 
When  John  Chaftel  had,  at  the  in(\igation  of  the  jefuits 
ftabbed  Henry  ine  Fourth  in  the  mouth,  and  that  order 
had  defrgned  or  executed  many  ©ther  execrable  crimes, 
they  were  baniChed  out  of  the  kingdom  by  an  arrcft  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris.  Some  other  parliaments  rcgiftered 
the  fame;  but  thofe  of  Thouloufe  and  Bordeaqjc  abfo* 
lutely  refufed;  and,  notwithftanding   all   that  the  king 

*  Leg.  iEtbeliUni,  fol.  71.  f  Quis  vul^^t  ele^<tt\!u 

Vof  II.  Q^q  «a>^< 


them.  About  the  year  1650*,  S 
Francxv  viae  fcnt  with  a  great  nu 
the  parliament  of  Paris  to  pafs  fon 
had  hc&atcd  :  but  he  wai  G>  far 
dcfign,  that  the  people  rofc  agaii 
himfcif  happy,  thit  he  dbapcd  w 
liamcn^s  do  not  in  all  parts  oft! 
the  liberty  of  approving  or  fejcai 
not  altered,  butopprcfTcd  by  the 
and  the  prince  ofCondc,  who  ^ 
to  do  that  work,  may,  as  I  fupp 
rt'flca  upon  thofe  adions,.  and  c; 
conclude,  that  his  cliccellent  Valot 
in  a  moft  noble  cxplbtr,  equally  i 
and  himfclf.  However,  thofe  wh 
of  that  nation,  do  ftill  affirm,  tha 
arc  not  duly  examined  and  tcgxdt 
fclvcs,  and  can  be  of  no  fi)rce  Ion 
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fclves.     We  arc  toconfidcr  no  human  laws  but  our  own  i 
and  if  we  have  the  fpirit  of  our  anceftors  we  (hall  main- 
tain them,  and  die  as  free  as  they  left  us     "  Lc"  roy  Ic 
veut,"  though  written  irt  great  letters,  or  pronounced  in 
the  mod  tragical  manner,  can  (ignify  no  more  than  that 
the  king  in  performance  of  his  oath  does  ailcnt  to  fuch 
laws  as  the  lords  and  commons  have  agreed.     Without 
prejudice  to  themfelves,  and  thdr  liherties,  a  people  may 
fuffer  the  king  to  advife  with  his  council  upon  what  they 
propofe.     Two  eyes  fee  more  than  one,  and  human  judg- 
ment is  fubjc6t  to  errors.     Though  the  parliament  confift 
of  the  mbft  emirient  meri  of  the  nation,  yet,  when  they 
intend  good,  they  may  be  ihidaken.     They  may  fafely 
put  a  cheek  upon  thenifetveS)  that  they  may  farther  con<* 
fidcT  the  moA  import^rit  matters,  aitd  correal  th^  errors 
they  may  have  committed^  if  the  king's  council  do  di£- 
cover  them :  but  he  Cart  fpe;lk  only  by  the  advice  of  his 
council ;  aiid  cvcrf  mclh  bf  them  is  with  his  head  to  an- 
fwer  for  the  advices  he  gives.     If  the  parliament  has  not 
been  fatisfied  with  the  reafons  given  againft  any  law  they 
Cffisred,  it  has  frequently  pafTed  ;  and  if  they  have  been 
fatisfied,  it  was  not  the  king,  but  they,  that  laid  it  a(ide# 
He  that  is  of  an  another  opinion,  may  try  whether  "  Le  roy ' 
le  veut"  can  give  the  foirceof  alaw  to  any  thing  conceived 
by  the  king,  his  council,  or  my  other  than  the  parliament; 
But  if  no  wife  man  will  affirm  that  he  can  do  it,  or  deny 
that  by  hta  oath  5e  i»5>bUged  to  affent  to  th<yf«  that  come 
from  them,  he  can  neither  have  the  legilkdve  power  in 
liimfelf,  nor  any  other  part;  in  it  than  what  is  tvtc:t^^x^l 
to  be  pcrfcfmed  by  UTm^'a^^  law  ^ctcT\\>c%« 


move  it.  But  the  following  part  oi 
defer vcs  to  be  obfervcd.  *'  It  was 
"  cuftom  for  a  long  time,  until  th( 
"  fifth,  for  the  kings,  when  any 
'<  them  that  had  pafTcd  both  houf< 
'<  out  what  they  liked  not;  and  f< 
**  was  cnadcd  as  a  law:  bat  thi 
*<  kings  hath  been  fo  gracious,  as  to ; 
"  tire  bill,  as  it  pafled  both  hoa 
obferves,  when  our  kings  begad  te 
to  be  free.  That  king  (excepting  t 
L'gion,  in  his  time,  which  is  rather 
ignorance  of  that  age,  than  to  any  c 
governed  well ;  and,  as  all  princes, 
tuous  and ,  brave,  have  always  defi 
fubjeds  liberty,  which  they  knew  t 
nurfc  of  their  valour,  fitting  them  £ 
enterprizes ;  his  care  was  to  plcaf 
their  fpirits.      Bi:t,  about  the  fame 
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gacity  of  his  fon  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  which  is  now 
called  king-craft,  was  wholly  exerted  in  the  fubvcrfion 
of  the  laws  of  France,  and  the  nobility  that  fup- 
ported  them.  His  fucccflbrs,  except  only  Lewis  the 
Twelfth,  followed  his  example  ;  and  in  other  nations, 
Ferdinand  of  Arragon,  James  the  Third  5f  Scotland, 
.and  Henry  the  Seventh  rf  England,  were  thought  to  imi- 
.tate  him  the  moft.  Though  v.'*  ha\c  little  reafon  to 
commend  all  the  princes  that  pi  cja^'cI  Henry  the  Fifth, 
yet  I  am  inclined  to  dare  the  genaai  i:r.pairing  of  our 
^overoment  from  rhe  death  of  that  king,  and  his  valiant 
brothers.  His  weak  fon  became  a  prey  to  a  furious 
s  FrencKw(^man,  who  broti^ht  the  maxims  of  her  own 
country  into  curs»  and  advanced  the  worft  of  villains  to 
govern  according  to  thcni.  Thefe  iricafurcs  were  pur- 
fued  by  Edward  (he  Fourth,  whofe  wants,  contracted  by 
prodigality  and  debauchery,  were  to  be  fupplied  by  fraud 
and  rapine.  The  ambition,  cruelty,  and  perfidioafnefs 
of  Richard  tlie  Tiiird ;  the  covetoufnefs,  and  malicious 
fubtilty,  of  Henry  the  Seventh;  the  violent  luH,  rage, 
and  pride  of  Hcjiry  the  Eig]ith  ,  and  the  bigotted  fury  of 
Queen  Mary,  inftipated  by  the  craft  and  malice  of  Spain ; 
pcrfuaded  mc  to  believe,  that  the  Englifh  liberty  did  not 
receive  birth  or  ^^rowth  from  the  favour  and  goodncfs 
.  of  their  gracious  princes.  But,  it  fcems,  all  this  is-  mif- 
takcn:  Henry  the  Sixth  was  wife,  valiant,  and  no  way 
guided  by  his  .wife^  Edward  the  Fourth,  continent, 
fobcr,  and  contented  with  what  the  nation  gave  him ; 
Richard  the  Third,  mild,  gentle,  and  faithful;  Henry 
the  Seventh,  fincerc,  and  fatisfied  with  his  own ;  Henry 
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the  Eighllip  hwublc,  tcropcrace,  and  jirft;  md 
Maiy,  A  friend  to  oor  coo^try  mnd  rdigiocu  No  Ids 
pmifc«  furc  cm  be  due  to  thoCc  vrho  were  fb  graciaQf 
to  recede  ff«)tii  ihdr  own  rigbt  of  frieklv^  «rhat  thqf 
plcnfrd  (MJt  f^  oar  lawi^  and  ta  k^xrc  tbem  cmirdjr  to  tB, 
Ai  they  p'iffed  buth  hotifci.  We  Mt  bclioldcn  to  our  au- 
thm  fuT  the  dlfcovcry  of  thofc  mj&entt  i  but  thougb  he 
k^m  to  have  taken  an  oath,  like  that  of  the  g)*p!ics  when 
fhcy  entrr  into  that  %'irtuous  fociety,  never  to  fpcak  one 
worti  f»f  tnithi  he  ii  not  fo  fubtic  tn  concealing  his  lies.  All 
kiii^^s  wLfL*  fiuflrii  wifh  the  puhlicaiion  ol  the  laws  ;  hut  all 
kin^s  <lici  not  tnlfify  them.  Such  as  were  not  wicked  and 
vicious,  or  fo  weak  as  to  be  made  fubfervicnt  to  the  malice 
c>i  tlicir  ininilkTs  and  flatterers,  could  never  be  drawn 
iu!o  thr  (\\\\\[  of  fo  infamous  a  cluMt,  direclly  contrary  to 
tl)("  iwO)  <»l  (htir  coronation.  They  fwear  to  pafs  fuch 
«'  l.ius'^.is  the  jiroj^lc  clujfc  ;"  but,  if  we  will  believe 
v\n  lufhor,  thcv  niiulu  have  picked  out  whatever  they 
plraliii,  uivl  Itllly  Impofcd  upon  the  nation,  as  a  law 
\\v\k\c  bv  the  lords  and  commons,  that  which  they  had 
niodcUrd  acctMdin^  to  their  own  will,  and  made  to  be 
diflVK  nt  trofii,  (>r  C(>ntrary  to,  the  intention  of  the  par- 
lianu  nt.  Tiu*  king's  part  in  this  fraud  (of  which  he 
bcaiK'  was  hide  mi^re  than  might  have  been  done  by  the 
f|c.\kM,  v\  l\!s  clerks.  I'hey  ir.igl^^t  have  falnhed  an  a<fl 
i\s  ucll  .;>  the  kmL'.  though  tl.cv  could  not  fo  well  pre- 
fcrvv- (hemfelv  s  tuMr.  pi;nilbnH  pt.  It  is  no  wonder,  if, 
h>r  A  \^hi]c,  ne>  ttop  was  pui  to  fjch  a:i  abcmin-.bic  cuf- 
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torn.     It  wa«  hard  to  think  a  king  would  be  guilty  of  i 
fraudy  that  were  infamous  in  a  flavc :  but  that  proved  to 
be  a  fmaU  fccurity,  when  the  word  of  flaves  cnmc  to  go- 
vern them.     Nevcrthelcfs  it  is  probable  they  proceeded 
cautiouily :  the  firft  alterations  were,  perhaps,  innocent, 
or  it  maybe,  for  the  beft.     But,  when  they  had  once 
Ibund  out  the  way,  they  ftuck  at  nothing  that  fccmed  for 
their  purpofe.     This  was  like  the  pl^ue  of  Icprofy,  that 
could  not  be  cured ;  the  houfe  infedted  was  to  be  demo- 
Uttied ;  the  poifonous  plant  mud  be  torn  up  by  the  root ; 
the  truft  that  had  been  broken,  was  to  be  aboliflicd  ;  they 
vho  had  perverted  or  fniih^ted  the  law,  were  no  longer  to 
be  fufFercd  to  make  the  leaft   alteration  ;  and  that  brave 
prince  readily  joined  with  his  people,  to  extinguifli  the 
mifchicvous  abufe  that  had  been  introduced  by  fome  of 
his  worthlefs  predeceflbrs.     The  worft  and  bafeft  of  them 
)iad  continual  difputes  with  dieir  parliaments,  and  thought 
that  whatever  they  could  detraA  from  the  liberty  of  the 
nation,  would  ferve  to  advance  their  prerogative.     They 
delighted  in  frauds,  and  would  have  no  other  minifters, 
but  fuch  as  would  be  the  inftruments  of  them.   Since  their 
words  could  not  be  made  to  pafs  for  a  law,  they  endea- 
voured to  impofe  their  own,  or  their  fervants  invention!, 
as  ads  of  parliaments,  upon  the  deluded  people,  and  to 
make  the  beft  of  them  fubfervient  to  their  corrupt  endf, 
and   pernicious  counfels.      This,  if  it  had  continued, 
might  have  overthrown  all  our  rights,  and  deprived  us  of 
all  that  men  can  call  good  in  the  world.     But  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  furni(hed  our  anceflors  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  providing  againft  fo  great,  (b  \)mverfal  a  mifchief. 
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Tlicy  had  a  wife  and  valiant  prince,  who  fcomed  to  en* 
crotich  upon  the  liberties  of  his  fubjc^s,  and  abhorred 
the  Hctcftablc  arts,  by  which  they  had  been  impaired. 
He  cftecmed  their  cooragCj  ftrcngth,  and  love,  to  be  hit 
grcatel^  advantagej  riches,  and  glory.  He  rtrmcd  at  th^ 
conqucft  of  France,  which  wis  only  to  be  effected  by  the 
bravery  of  a  free  and  well  fatiKfied  pmple.  staves  Will 
alw.ws  be  cowards,  and  enemies  to  their  mafter:  by 
bringing  his  fubjetls  into  that  conditioni  he  in  oft  iafal^ 
It  ably  litivr  ruined  his  own  drf^gns^  and  nisde  them  unfit 
to  light,  citlicr  for  hirn  or  thcmklvcs.  He  dedred,  not 
only  that  his  people  fl^ould  be  free,  during  his  time,  but 
ihat  his  f'j.ccctiors  fliouid  not  be  able,  by  oblique  and 
fra  dulcnt  ways,  to  endave  them.  If  it  be  a  reproach  to 
11^,  that  women  have  reigned  over  us,  it  is  much  more  to 
t\\v  pMHvcs  that  fuceeeded  our  Henry,  that  none  of  them 
did  fo  much  imitate  him  in  his  government,  as  queen 
Elizabeth.  She  did  not  go  about  to  mangle  a6ls  of  par- 
liament, and  to  pick  out  what  might  ferve  her  turn  ;  but 
frequently  palkd  forty  or  fifty  in  a  fcffion,  without  read- 
ing rne  of  them.  She  knew  that  (lie  did  not  reign  for 
hcrlelf,  but  for  her  people  ^  that  what  was  good  for  them, 
was  either  good  for  her,  or  that  her  good  ought  not  to 
come  into  competition  with  that  of  the  whole  nation; 
and  that  Ihc  was,  by  oath,  obliged  to  pafs  fuch  laws,  as 
were  prefenred  to  her  on  their  behalf.  This  not  only 
Ihews,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  legiflative  power, 
placed  in  kings  by  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  but  that 
nations  have  it  in  themfclves.  It  was  not  by  law,  nor 
by  right,  lut  by  ufurpation,    fraud,  and   perjur\',    that 
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fome  kings  took  upon  them  to  pick  what  they  pleafed  out 
of  the  public  ads.  Henry  the  Fifth  did  not  grant  us  the 
iri^t  of  making  our  own  laws ;  but,  with  his  approba« 
don,  we  abolifhed  a  deteitable  ^bufe,  that  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  us.  And^  if  we  examine  our  hiAory»  we 
(hall  find,  that  every  good  and  generous  prince  has  fought 
to  eftablifh  our  liberties,  as  much  as  the  moft  bafe  aa4 
ivicked  to  infringe  them. 
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than  monarchal  —  —  —  26j 

Sect,  i  i.  That  which  is  not  juft,  is  not  law  ;  aad  that 
which  is  not  law,  ought  not  to  be  obeyed,  — r  18a 

Sect.  12.  The  right  and  power  of  a  magiftrate  depends 
upon  his  inilitution,  not  upon  his  name,     —  —  284 

Sect.  13.  Laws  were  made  to  direft  and  inftrudl  ma- 
gift  rates,  and,  if  they  will  not  be  diredled,  to  reflrain 
them,  — .  .^  _  29^ 

Sect.  14.  Laws  are  not  made  by  kings,  not  becaofe  they 
are  bulled  in  greater  matters  than  doing  juftice,  but  be- 
caufe  nations  will  be  governed  by  rule,  and  not  arbi« 
trarily,  —  —  _  29$ 

Sect.  15.  A  general  prefumption,  that  kings  will  go- 
vern well,  is  not  a  fufficient  fecurity  to  the  people,    —  309 

Sect.  16.  The  obfervation  of  the  laws  of  nature  is  ab- 
furdly  fxpcftcd  from  tyrants,  who  fet  themfelves  up 
againft  all  laws :  and  he  that  fubjeds  kings  to  no  other 
law  than  what  is  common  to  tyrants,  deftroys  their 
being,        —  —  —  —  3>f 

Sect.  17.  Kings  cannot  be  the  interpreters  of  the  oaths 
they  take,  —  —  •^  52J 

Sect.  18.    The  next  in  blood  to  deceafcd  kings  catmot 

generally  be  faid  to  be  kings  till  they  arc  crowned,      —  341 
Sect.  19.    The  greateft  enemy  of  a  jufl  magiftrate  is  he 
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iirk«i  endictTotirs  to  mvdidatc  ibe  ctmtri^betWMAlliii 
tnd  the  people,  ot  to  corrupt  their  maiinersi  —  ^$^ 

SiCT.  10*  Unjuli  conimands  arc  not  to  bcoheM;  led 
ao  inaii  it  obliged  to  fufler  for  not  obeying  fucji  21  an 
igaiiift  Uwt  ~  —  —  —  171 

SiCT.  II <  It  ciimot  be  for  the  good  of  the  peoplcj  ibae 
the  magiftrate  have  a  power  above  tbe  bw:  and  be  !• 
not  a  magi^rate,  who  has  not  kis  power  by  law*        —   gji 

Si  c  T.  12*  The  rigoo  r  of  the  l*w  is  to  be  tempered  by  wma 
of  known  iDtcgrity  and  judgment,  and  not  hy  the  pAjoe, 
who  may  be  ignorant  or  vicious^  —  —  ^gr 

SiCT,  23.  Ariftotle  provcsi  that  no  man  is  to  be  cntniftcd 
with  an  abfolutc  power,  by  (hewing,  that  no  one  knows 
how  to  execute  it,  but  fuch  a  man  as  is  not  to  be  found,  J99 

Sect,  24.  The  power  of  Auguftus  Ccefar  was  not  given, 
but  ufurped,  —  —  —  404 

Sect.  25:.  The  regal  power  was  not  the  firft  in  this  na- 
tion; nor  neceflarily  to  be  continued^  though  it  had 
been  the  firft,  .—  -^  ^og 

Sect.  26,  That  the  king  may  be  entrufted  with  the 
power  of  chufing  judges ;  yet  that  by  which  they  ad  is 
from  the  law,  —  —  —  422 

-Sect.  27,  Magna  charta  was  not  the  original,  but  a  de- 
claration, of  the  Englifh  liberties.  The  king's  power 
is  not  rcftrained,  but  treated,  by  that  and  other  laws  ; 
and  the  nation  that  made  thera  can  only  corrcdl  the  de- 
feds  of  them,  —  —  —  A^-i 

Sect.  28.     The  Englifh  nation  has  always  been  goveracd 

by  itfclf,  orits  reprefentativcs,  . —  ^—  443 

SlCT.  29.     The  king  wag  never  mailer  of  the  foil,        —  468 

Sect.^q, 
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Sect.  30.  Henry  the  Firft  was  king  of  England  by  at 
good  a  title  as  any  of  his  predecefibrs  or  facceflbnf   -«  4*^ 

SiCT.  31.  Free  nations  have  a  right  of  meetings  whea 
and  where  they  pleafci  unlefs  they  deprive  themfelvei 
of  it,  —  —  — r       -^  ^8^ 

Se  c  T.  52.  The  powers  of  kings  are  fo  varioasy  according 
to  the  conftitutions  of  feveral  flateSf  that  no  confe- 
quence  can  be  drawn  to  the  prejudice  or  advantage  of 
any  one,  merely  from  the  name,  —  —  499 

Sect.  33.  The  liberty  of  a  people  is  the  gift  pf  God  and 
nature,  —  —  —  —  4^ 

Sect.  34.  No  veneration  paid,  or  honour  conferred  apon 
a  juil  and  lawful  roagidrate,  can  diminiih  the  liberty  of 
a  nation,  ,r-  — •  —  — .  jg». 

Sect.  35.     The  authority  given  by  our  law  to  the  adls 
performed  by  a  king  de  ia^o,  detrafl  nothing  from  the       ' 
people's  right  of  creating  whom  theypleafe,  ««  jo6 

Sect.  36.  The  general  revolt  of  a  nation  cannot  be  called 
a  rebellion,  «*—  —  ..»•  ^lO 

Sect.  37.  The  Englilh  government  was  not  ill  confti- 
tutcd,  the  defers  more  lately  obfervcd  proceeding  from 
the  change  of  manners,  and  corruption  of  the  times,        51! 

Sect.  38.  The  power  of  calling  and  difTolving  parlia- 
ments is  not  fimply  in  the  king.  The  variety  of  cufloms 
in  chufing  parliament- men,  and  the  errors  a  people 
may  commit,  neither  prove  that  kings  are  or  ought  to 
be  abfolute,  —  -^  .^  ^j^ 

Sect.  39.  Thofe  kings  only  are  heads  of  the  people,  who 
are  good,  wife,  and  feck  to  advance  nointcrcftbut  that 

•f  the  public,  .—  ..^  .^    ^jy 


SzcT.  41,  The  people,  for  who: 
giflratc  is  created,  can  only  jt 
perform  hit  office  or  not, 

Sect.  42.  The  perfon  that  wca 
,  tcrmmc  the  affairs  which  the  I 

SiCt,  45.     Proclamations  arc  no 

Sbct.  44.  No  people*  that  is  n 
legates,  _  _ 

SitT.  45I  The  Icgiflativc  pow< 
and  not  to  be  trnftcd  in  the  ha 
bound  to  obey  the  laws  they  1 

StCT*  46.  The  coercive  power  c 
the  authority  of  parliament. 
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Appendix. 

LETTERS 

O  F 

ALGERNON     S  YD  N  ^  Y, 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  SYDNEY  PAPERS. 


Algernon  Sydney  to  his  Father  Robert  EAVi  of 
Leicestek: 

My  Lo'rdf 

1  ATTENDED  the  laft  Wcckc  upon  the  committee  of 
fequedrationsy  but  the^  did  not  lit.  I  had  fome  expec- 
tation that  they  would  this  day  ;  but  the  Painted  Chand- 
ber  is  taken  up  thb  afterflooiJc,  b^  the  commiflioners  fot 
the  tryall  of  the  kir^:  I  haVe  fpoken  with  diuers,  con- 
cerning you^-  loirdfhips  *  bufineflei  arid  fifid  tfiem  all  of 
opinion,  it  cannot  be  derlied.  The  onfly  difficulty  is  m 
getting  a  committee  to  fit,  for  all  meiis  braines  aie  foe 

,     ♦  The  taking  off  the  fctjucflrauoo  of  his  eftatc.    Sec  more  ©f  this  tfiat- 
ttr  in  Collins'*  Wtcmoirs  oi  ilic  i))diicy$. 
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fuU  of  ftic  great  hufincffc,  that  they  will  not  giue  them* 
fclur*  ItMUC  tu  think  of  any  other*  The  proportion  of 
the  caiMlierSt  for  the  fautng  of  the  king,  doth  not  obtaine 
CfK  much  as  a-  hearing*  This  day  they  are  agamc  to  be 
ff  nt  out  of  townc,  liy  order  of  die  houfe  of  commons,  to 
the  penerall.  The  lords  fate  ycfterday,  pajTed  the  ordi- 
mnets  for  mony,  for  the  army,  and  navy  ;  and  are  nov 
very  fofunably  paffing  an  ord^t^nte  is  mah  it  tnajm 
pr  anf  king  it  mahe  tvarrt  upon  lh§  fariiom^nff  and 
hatJe  di'Hrr'i  a  cnntcrencr  with  thr  houfe  of  commons, 
to  know,  wlifathrr  thocs  votes,  that  goc  under  thcirc 
n;intcs,  nlVcrring  M  iuft  power  to  b«  originaUy  in  the 
pcoplr  thcmfchie!?,*ti>he  the  rcprefentatiue  of  the  people, 
and  that  to  the  validity  of  any  law,  paflcd  by  them, 
ncitJu  r  tiK*  aHcnt  of  kin^;  nor  lords  i^  necelTary,  weare 
p.ilVcti  by  them.  /  tJ'-rJy  fhu*  if  the  hauje  of  commcfu 
f\.\i  *:..*  !•.''  :\v'v  '  'Jty  hi  tur^ir.g  the  ordiruince^  fjv  the 
ir\l<  /M.;./  /';/-  i.n  d^J  of  thn'rc  owm^  and  contented 
f^\-"f.!-:.y  Ci..'''  /'./'•.••  ;tt7/  poive*-y  the  lords  are  now  in 
,7  A-  "/>.T  f'j  huur  <^iucn  theire  afjcnt^  if  they  had  receiued 
.1  /!\  ^v.'/  ffi///iigr  h\  r:  .v  r.  My  lord  of  Northumbcrlandy. 
I  th;.ik»  intones  to  aMnnic  to  the  houfe  ^  our  admirall 
hfid;  not  brcn  tlicirc  yot  \  he  is  foe  fick  as  not  to  comn^e 
fluiI.eT.  Ku  takes  liberty  lo  go  to  any  other  places  ;  he  is 
in  grrat  uiKertniniy,  and  knowes  not  yet  which  party  td 
iin'n  \\\\\\.  I  will  cndcauour,  if  it  be  poffible,  to  get 
V(^ur  lorafkips  hurmctrc  heard  this  weeke  ;  Mr.  IVind- 
«. "?  hath  proinllVd  me  to  be  thcarc ;  Mr.  Hales  ex- 
v\.ict*\  hliufcU  iu"  r.cuer  hauing  pra(Sifed  theare.  My 
bri  f'  a  Rccirts  I  hcarc,  is  made  lieutenant  coloncll  to 
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my  lord  of  Oxford^  old  Berinton  being  dead,  which  is 
the  caulc  wcc  do  not  fee  him  hear.     I  am 

Your  LordJhipSf  etc. 
Leicefift  Houfti  Jan.  ip,  1648. 

I  am  Ml  gveat  haf\e  called  atvay^  (b  that  I  cannot  Write 
to  my  kdy.  I  defire  your  lordfhip  to  tell  hir  that  I  will 
be  at  the  cominixtee  the  next  weeke,  if  flie  thirties  that 
iny  being  iti^are  will  be  any  wayes  feruieeable  to  her 
iadyfhif). 


^towARD  Marquis  of-Worqsster  U  Colonic 
Algernon  SvMitY. 

Honored  Cefirty 

GOULD  IS  trjrcd  irt  a  furnace,  and  nothing  ap-. 
Jproacheth  to  the  puriiic  of  Oould,  more  then  realitie  and 
truth  ;  and  confe^uently  nothing  endureth  better  the 
teft :  I  think  my  felfe  therefore  happy,  to  haue  fall 
Into  fuch  knowing  arid  idger|ious  hands  as  yours;  WhuW 
former  a|)prekended  chata6ter  of  me;  may  by  this  meanes 
be  re£Hfyed ;  fbt  thiii^  ^u  Will  fyhde  me  to  haue  bin' 
irall  and  faytiifull  to  the  jmrtie,  to  which  I  profefTed  fub- 
iedion  arid  dbedierice ;  but  rieuer  haue  vfcd  animoii^  nor 

*  The  marquis  was  a  great  raathenaticjan,  and  eminent  both  at  hotac 
and  abroad,  for  the  engines  and  waterworks  he  projeded;  one  of  which, 
f^nthe  Thames,  oocoTioned  this  letter,  and  was  afterwarda  fetUed  on  bins 
bvjifl  of  Pai^liaoncnt  14  Car.  II. 

The  letter  Itins  curious,  ii  uddbd  to  thi«  colle^Ion, 

A  X  ^«^^ 
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figouf  U^  thai  of  iJuc  parliament,  to  which  I  am  now  rt^ 
fiilucd  to  cany  my  fclfc^  according  to  my  'profcdXon  of 
honour  and  canfdcncc,  with  a  like  truth,  indtdlrie,  ^nd 
courage,  if  accepted  and  confided  in  ;    then  adiucly  to 
afiiMrd  n^y  cndeauours ;  If  not,  to  lye  ^ill,  and  not  tend 
any  w^  to  their  prcjudkc;  which  I  doc  not  fey  our  of 
trry  fcarc^  fincc  what  I  did  then,  I   thooght  my  fdfc 
bi)und  m  honor  and  confcicnte  to  doe  it,  in  obcdicncG  10 
them  who  e*>tTiif!andcd  me  j  and  k  (Hall  not  trouble  rae^ 
to  fiifTcr  vmlcr  that   notion,  as  it  Ihall   not  hercaffcy  to 
fullrr  fcr  what  I  now  doc,  fliouKi  the  tyde  turne.     And 
therefore,  to  contribute  my  mitc  in  duty  and  honor  to 
my  counCric,   I    licrcwith   fcml  you  particulars  of  boll\ 
kindcs  licfired   by  ?i\r  Henry  Wildmay  and  you,  applaud- 
ing the  councclls  clioycc  of  foe  induflrious  and  capable 
prrfons   to  reccaue  tliem  ,    and  fincc  my  lord  Braei/hatu 
liath  bin  acqiwinted  with-  my  anfwcrs  and  proceedings, 
vpon  vvhicli  more  depends;    interKling  not  to  fwcrue  a 
title  from  any  thing,  I   hauc  faid,  whereof  noiic  can  bet- 
ter judge  than  his  lordfhip.     My  liumble  motion   tlier- 
tore  is,   tluit  the  right  iionorabk,  the  counccll  of  ftatc» 
would  inv^xnver  you  three  to  receavc  my  particular  ad- 
dielle,  and  to  giue  me  fjxxriall  orders,  from  tyme  to  tymc^ 
€\    ti*  /I..'.'.;,  witliout  further  troublii^  them,  but  vpon 
emergent  oce.\li.>ns  ;    tor  a  buflines  of  thiii  kinde,  agreed 
NjH>n  by  the  wht^le  body  in  the  generaliiie,  is  fitteft  for  a 
priu.m-  antuniitcc  of  futiicicnoy  and   triH^  ;  fuch   as  y(Xi 
avr»  wiiofe  h.uuls  I  i;umWy   kilfe,  and  on  whom  that  I 
m.\\  :'  V*  bvircr  attcrivt,  1  hun-ibdy  otFer  this  petition  ;  and 
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ihec  aflured  to  haue  to  doc  with  a  perfon  of  Jionor  and 
fidelities  and 

T$urmoft  affe£fionati  cofinandfervant^ 

^an.  5,  1-652. 

WorcQfter. 


i^LGERNON  Sydney  to  his  F^M^r  Robert  Earl  o^ 
^Leicester. 

Aly  Lordy  • 

I  RECEAUED  your  lordfhips  kttcr  on  Tuf/dtiy  at 
night,  but  could  not  convme  to  towne  foone  enough  on 
JVenJday  to  returne  any  anfweare  unto  it.  Since  that 
time  I  haue  made  fomnf>e  litt«ll  progrcflTe  in  the  bufineflc 
of  tjic  2500  /.  and  J  am  promifed  it  by  two  fcriueners. 
The  one  hath  the  money  -ready  at  a  -dayes  wafoing,  and  I 
am  going  iuft  now  to  fpeake  with  him,  and  .the  perfon 
that  owes  it,  to  fetle  the  bufineflc  of  the  fccurity.  The 
^the;-  ihall  haue  the  mony  within  tw  tx  three  daye^. 
I  keep  them  both  in  treaty^  that  if  one  fhould  make  any 
fcruplc  upon  the  fetlcment  of  the  eftate,  ^he  other  may 
be  made  ufe  of.  Which  of  them  foeuer  f/)U  ^nrgHoy, 
will  have  tlw  faine  tearmcs,  as  was  agreed  with  HalL 
One  of  them  alked  higher^  iMit  I  brought  him  into  the 
fume  of  30A  i  fpokc  wilh  my  lord  Strangford^  con- 
cerning the  fetkmeat  of  his  eftate,  which  your  lordihip 
did*  expc£t  he  ftK)uld  make,  according  unto  the  deed 
figned  by  him  before  his  marriage ;  unto  which  he  an- 
iwearedy  that  he  was  now  about  making  fttch  a  ih^ment 
A3  ^^^ 
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of  hii  dhte*  It  he  tkinks^  when  it  t>  ^rfct>«]d»  wiU 
(hcvif  hit  kindnefTc  unto  hts  wlfc;  and  giuc  (mh  Gickfiw:- 
tion  unto  her  ftkndft,  as  e^n  in  rtafuQ  be  rc^itli«d.     Kf  rs, 

fy^nvfrt  f;iilcd  of  coming  unto  Mr,  yUkn  his  houle^ 
aeermjtf^  ynto  hir  promifc  ^  the  rcafon  I  do  not  know, 
liut  I  take  the  breach  of  a  promifc  to  be  but  an  ill  Ggne. 
When  I  was  with  h\T^  my  bufineffc  went  well  enough* 
bill  I  know  not  hoir  firmc  fl^ee  wjU  now  be  to  her  owm 
rerolutioni,  agtinft  Salw^y  hU  pcrfwafions,  in  hlr  ab- 
fcncc  from  hcnccj  nor  when  (bee  will  returns     If  I  had 
difpatchcd  this  bufinclTc  of  your  InrHfliips,   I  ihouJd  w:ikc 
upon  you,  hauing  noc  other  to  detainc  mc  hcarc,  whearc 
my  ftay  is  fcldome  matter  of  elciSion.     I  guie  your  lord- 
fliip  many  thanks  for  the  fauour  cxpreffcd  in  your  letter, 
which  I  will  deferuc,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of 
>*;wr  Lor^JhipSj  ect. 
Lfio'Jlcr  Houffy  A  frill  7,  1 658.  Al.  Sydney 


Algernon  Sydney  to  his  Father  Robert  Earl  of 
Leicester. 
My  L:rri, 
THK  paflage  of  letters  from  Englaud  hither    is  foe 
\inocrtainc,  that  I  did   not,  untill  within  thcis  very  fcwc 
Haves,  hcare  the  fad  ncwcsof  my  motlicrs  death.      I    was 
then  with  the  king  of  Sivcden  at  Nycophi  in  Fal/hr.   This 
%  the  tirll  opportunity  I  haue  had,  offending  to  condole 
with  your  lordlhip,  a  lolfe  diat    is  foe  great  to  your  fclf, 
and  your  family ,  of  which  my  fcnfc  was  not  io  much  di- 
minished, in  beiog  prepared  by  her  long,  languilhing^ 
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and  c^rtaindy  incurable  fickQciTcy  as  encreafed  by  the  laft 
words  and  adios^  of  hir  lijfe.    I  confefle,  perfons  ia  fuch 
'tempers  arc  moft  fit  to  dye,  but  they  are  alfoe  moft  wantedi 
heare ;  and  wcq,  that  for  a  while  arc  kft  in  the  world, 
,are  moft  apt  and  perhaps  with  rcafon,  to  regret  moft  the 
^ofteof  thoesvstc  moft  want.     It  may  be,  light  and  hu- 
rmane  paftions  are  xryoA  Suitably  employed  upon  humane 
ajid  worldly  things,  wheaseia  w^  haue  (bmme  fenfible 
xoncernemcnt :  thoughts,  abfolutcif  abftra^ed  from  our. 
ielttcs,axe  mgrcfuitable  unto,that  ftcddijwfe.of  tnind  that 
is  JiHich  fpokcn  of,  llttell  ioi^t,  and  ncuer  found,  then 
<that  whi<;h  is  feene  amongft  meo.     ft  weare  a  fmall  com- 
pliment for  me  to  offer  your  lordlhip  to  lcau(C  tl\c  imploy- 
mcnt  in  which  J  anv,  if  I  may  in  any  thing  Ijc  able  to 
,eafe  your  lordftiipd  fqlitude.     If  I  could  propofe  (hat  te 
.znyfelf,  I  would  cbearcfully  leave  a  conduioo  of  much 
more  pleafure  and  advantage,  tlurni  can  withxeafon  hope 
for.     Before  I  undertook  this,  many  difficultyes  did  ap- 
jpcar  unto  me,  and  I  hjive  not  found  thc^n  leffc  than  I 
.cxpc<^ed ;  the  ambition  of  the  king  of  Swe^ieity  and  the 
wcakncffe  of  the  king  of  Denm^rkj  make  thofc  bufineffes 
very  difficult,    tiiat  muft  be  foe  ordered,  as  to  fadsfy 
them  both  \  the  one  hatfis  eueiy  tiling  th^t  ftops  his  con- 
.quefts,  and  the  other  doth  not  well  underftand  the  ftate  of 
his  cwnc  affaires.     England  is  too  f^rjrc  engaged  with  the 
United  Prouinccs,  to  afiift  Sweden  in  the  Danifi)  warrc, 
but  if  he  make  peace  heare,  I  thinK  he  will  not  be  de* 
fcrtcd.     Our  bufinefie  is  now  brought  to  this,  that  the 
king  of  Sweden  ^th  offer,  |o  make  peace  with  Denm(irkf 
aOmoft  upon  the  fame  tearms  that  wqa^p  <#crcd  unto  him 
A  4  ^^^ 


] 
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by  the  medutiRg  minifcrs,  if  thcirc  three  Rates  will 
djcauour  to  make  his  peace  with  the  emperor,  King  c^f 
pQland^  and  cleflor  of  Erfinthnkurgk,  tt  fo  afiift  him 
againft  the  emperor^  if  he  will  not  grant  him  peace  upon 
the  conditions  of  the  Mtuifiet  rrcnty.  All  are  willing  to 
offer  theire  mediation^  think  theire  fuperiours  will|;iuc  the 
afliftance  of  4000  foot  from  each  ftatc  as  is  dcfired,  but 
find  not  thqmfelues  furnifhcd  with  powers  to  engage  them 
in  any  fuch  treaty;  but  the  thing  agreing  with  their 
iudcgments,  they  have  al!  ap-ccd  to  reprefent  it  to  theire 
fuperiors,  as  a  thing  whearein  they  are  concerned,  that 
the  Swcdijh  intereft  in  Germany  be  not  deftroyed:  which 
will  certainly  be,  when  he  is  affaulted  by  foe  many  eni- 
mycs,  and  not  powerfully  afllftcd,  which  he  can  expeft 
to  be  from  noe  others.  Much  more  is  expcdtcd  from 
France y  then  is  defircd.  The  ambaflador  of  that  crownc 
did  lately  fhcw  me  a  letter  from  the  cardinal  Mazarincy 
wherein  he  fayed,  he  had  had  feucral  conferences  with 
Don  Luys  de  Haroy  concerning  the  affairs  of  Germanyy  in 
which  he  had  declared,  that  if  the  Aujirian  forces  did  not 
retire  opt  of  Pornerainey  it  was  refolued  a  French  army 
fliould  immediately  enter  the  empire,  of  which  he  hath 
giuen  the  AmbalTador  power  to  affurc  the  king  oi  Sweden* 
Holland  will  not  break  openly  with  the  c'-npcror,  but  wee 
banc  hopes,  they  will  be  brought  to  furnifti  Sweden  with 
fommc  mony,  and  giuc  that  king  liberty  to  raife  fommc 
men  upon  thcirc  frontires.  I  haue  drawn  this  enclofed 
rcprcfentation  of  the  northerne  affairs,  to  be  fent  unto 
the  councell.  By  the  laft  letters  w^ee  rcceaueA  from  them, 
liberty  was  granted  unto  us  to  retumc  home,  if  wcc  thought 
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}t  might  confift  with  the  good  of  aflFaitet  heare ;  but  wee  - 
find  fo  many  inconveniencics  is  leaving  this  pboe  at  pro> 
fenty  without  fomme  EngUJh  mini  iters,  that  wee  dare  not 
feturn  without  a  command  ;  but  wee  intend  that  one  of  ^ 
us  (hould  returne  immediately,  and  to  that  end'haue 
chofcn  Mr.  Boone.     I  did  fue  for  that  employment,  but 
the  princes  vith  whomc  wee  are  to  trjcat,  apd  ourfcllpwe 
mediating  miniftcrs,  did  not  confcnt,  foe  that  fir  Robert 
Honnywood  and   I   muft  ftay,  untill  wee  haue  further, 
orders.     I  doc  not  knowe  how  our  ftay  hcare  will  be  nn» 
jderftood  ;  but  if  it  be  not  thought  of  mcrite,  I  (hall  think. 
I  haue  to  very  littcll  pourpofc  cxpofcd  my  fclf  unto  a  great- 
deale  of  trouble.     I  am  in  all  things  uncertainc  how  I 
(hall  difpofe  of  my  fclfc,  but  think,  that  if  I  doe  not  re-, 
tume  as  (bone  as  I  can  haue  an  anfweare  to  the  letters  X 
pow  fend,  the   French  ambaflador,  and  I,  fhall  make  % 
iourney  into  Poland^  to  mediate  for  peace  th^are ;  m 
which  theare  isL  littell  doubt,  if  wee  can  be  foe  h^ppy  as 
to  fee  it  eftablilhed  heare.     I  doe  not  at  all  expedt  it  in, 
Germany y  all  things  theare  bend  to  a  warre,  and  I  be- 
lieue,  by  the  next  fummer,  wee  (hall  fee  that  country  as 
much,  inflamed  as  euer.     The  protedant  princes,  and  the 
€lc(Sors   of  Mentx    and    Cullcny    look    upon     Sweden^ 
France y  and  England^  for  aide.     The  Empeyor  rclycs 
upon  fuccoures  from  Spaine ;  wee  hope  the  ele<Slor  o^ 
Brandenburgh  will  be  drawne  from  his  party.     The  treat}' 
bctwecnc  Sweden  and  Poland  \s  not  yet  bcgunne  ;  they  haue 
(pent eight  or  nine  moneths  in  difputcsupon  the  prelim ina- 
ryes,  and  as  I   heare,  the  counts  Magnus  de  la  Garde^* 
and  Slipenbachy  haue  inftru<Stions  to  make  fuch  hau^i^ 


^kmandft,  »i  doc  not  wetl  fuite  with  tht  ptcknt  ^on^tmu 
of  ibarc  mti^crti  affaires  ;  but  he  hatli  promifed  to  re- 
.<iucc  them  all  to  fuch  a  fymmc  of  tunny  for  the  pUces  he 
holds  m  Pruffifft  as  the  miniftcrs  of  ihc  m^d'mt^  Hm^ 
/hall  think  rcafonablc  1  may  perhaps  be  guiky  at  k»it»Tiie 
jtmpeitinence,  id  oiicnimlng  your  tordChip  with  ibd> 
things  which  perhaps  yoa  doc  not  care  to  knowe^  but 
-this  ugly  northcrnc  part  of  the  wot\d  being  very  coiilidc- 
rvbte  untio  die  rcil>  and  as  things  naw  ftaad,  peace  or 
warre  m  th*  principll  places  of  Enrspif  depending  upon 
the  fetlement  of  affaires  hearc,  I  thought  your  lordfhip 
voidd  not  be  unwilling  to  receaue  an  account  of  them  ; 
which,  diough  it  is  rude,  I  think  it  is  trqe,  at  leaft  foe 
farre,  as  1  could  pierce  into  the  knowledge  of  this  afFair, 
\¥hich  is  intricate  enough,  to  excufe  the  miftakes  of  thofe 
ihat  arc  much  more  verfed  in  thofe  of  the  like  nature,  and 
hauc  much  more  rcafon  to  th-  )k  thcnafelues  able  tooiudge 
of  them,  then  I  can  doc,  without  a  very  unpardonable 
prcfumption.  If  I  haiie  miQakcn  your  lordihips  mind  in 
this,  by  throwing  theis  papers  into  the  t^rcy  your  lordiliip 
hath  an  eafy  way  of  prefcrning  yourfelf  from  trouble  ^  and 
if  vou  cave  to  knowe  any  more  ofthtis  budnclTes,  I  fhall, 
as  long  as  I  am  hear,  glue  your  lordlliip  an  cx3c\  infor- 
mation of  rhem,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  is  in  my  power, 
and  for  volt  feruice,  according  to  the  duty  of 

C^^penhagfn,  Nov.  5,  1659.  Mg.  Sydney. 
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MpB»NON   SVDNEY  tQ  biS  Father  RflBjff^T  £arL.OV 

My  Lord, 

I  SEND  this  to  youf  lordfliip  by  our  fecretary,  vhomi^. 
9¥ee  haue  difpatchcd  unto  the  parliament  and  counccll, 
with  fhc  newes  of  the  kiag  of  Sv^edert^  death,  and  to  re^ 
iceauo  fuch  orders,  as  upoa  a  rcprcjfcntitjon  of  the  ftatc  of 
^flfairea  heare^  the  parliameAt  wilK  tfiiuk  (if  fo  fen^ji  upon 
foe  groat  a  chan^e^  as  th)s  is  likdy  t9  bring  unto  all  thei§ 
nortfiern  partes  of  Europe.  I  think,  nqucr  any  prince  had 
foe  many  ai>d  potent  enimyes  a^he,  and  that  did  foe  well 
(defend  bimfelf  a^nft  them,  with  s^  fnosdl  Arength;  hi^ 
greateft  was,  in  his  own  induftfy,  wit,  and  cojoragc  \  and 
\  ai4ke  noe  tjouhl,  but  thf y  will,  growe  as  itifolent  ;iftcc 
^is  death,  as  they  weare  fei^efu}!  and  bifmbje  when  they 
weare  to  deale  with  hint  fiffglyi  ^d  will  expreCe  theire 
f-age  and  hatred  againd  the  young  king  and  his  nK>thcr| 
which  could  neucr  hurt  him|  unleffe  when  multitudes 
afiembled  one  all  fides  to.  alTault  him.  I  haue  of  late 
thought  wee  (hpuld  fpecdily  haue  ^  peace  hcare  ;  I  hope 
this  will  not  retard  it,  biH  the  conditions  will  be  leffc  fof 
the  aduantage  of  Sweden*  \  was  then  defirous  of  feeing 
it  concluded  bfcfore  \  returned  ;  I  confcflb  now,  I  am 
more  unwilling  to  leaue  it  undetermined ;  thechiefe  induce- 
ment then  was,  the  intercft  of  England ;  I  can  now  adds 
to  that  confider:itionj  an  obligation,  by  all  the  rules  of 
humanity  and  charity,  to  endeauour  the  pro>e6^ion  of  an 
|nfant^  and  a  very  virtuous  rpothen     I  ain  f^pt  to  think 
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the  queens  Chrijlina^  will  now  think  fit  to  turnc  £«- 
ihirani  i^lne,  and  cndcaoour  to  breed  fommc  dlfhirbr 
ancc  in  Swtdgn  ;  but^  I  hope,  hir  pirty  is  foe  much  dt- 
minifhed  by  the  reports  that  arc  made  of  ih^  life  Ihce 
leads,  that  her  defignes  will  vanifli,  without  duing  any 
great  mirehlcfe;  I  haue  appointed  this  bearer  to  watrt 
upon  your  lordlhipj  that  if  yoa  care  to  knowc  any  thinj 
of  ourbufincflTc  hcare,  he  may  giuc  you  a  very  full  relaiionj 
haumg  bin  employed  by  mc  In  it.  I  haue  not  healed  any 
fhijig  of  your  lordfliip  thels  miiny  monerfis,  which  is  a 
great  trouble  unto  me.  I  defire  your  lordfhip  to  take  mc 
out  of  it ;  and  if  your  ownc  affaircs,or  health,  will  not  giuc 
you  the  conueicnce  of  writing  unto  me,  that  you  would 
appoint  fommc  feruant  to  fend  mc  newes  of  your  health 
and  concernments,  how  you  are,  and  how  you  liuc,  in 
this  time,  which,  I  knowe,  muft  needs  be  folitary  unto 
you  ;  I  fcare,  uneafy.  I  (hall  reioice  in  hearing  I  am 
millakcn  and  that  all  things  do  fucceede  acording  to  your 
lordfliips  owne  dcfires,  and  the  prayers  of 
Tour  Lordjh'ipi^  ect. 
'C^jpcnhagetiy  Feb.  22,  1659 — 60.  AJg.  Sydney. 


ALGERNON  Sydney  io  his  Father  Robert  Earl  pf 
Leicester. 

•        Ah  L:nl, 

I  HAVT,  by  rx)mc  letters,  giucn  your  lordfhip  as  full 
r/:latiohs  of  our  affaires  here,  as  at  Penjhur/i  I  could  think 
vou  would  be  content  to  rcceaue.     I  heare  your  lordfliip 
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•     -     .    '  -  4** 

js  nowe  called  to  a  pl3Lce|;  lyhcare  thc:]Binowledge  o^icl^ 
pafleth  in  our  negotiation,  is  a  littell  more  neceflary  unto. 
yoM,  then  formerly,  which  will,  I  hope,.per(sirade  yout 
lordfhip,  to  pardon  the  tzo;u^c.  Xixioviji^hjc  yoii.  ^ftp 
tji|:a£tion  of  the  Hollanders  xft.dittdLiiping  the  Swf^dijb, 
ihtps,  iiontrary  to  the  conditions  of  .t^c..c9iratjony  aod| 
ihcire  faith  giuen  to  the  SwedeT^  and  to  us,  they  had  put 
themfelus  out  of  the  mediation.  The  French  ambafla- 
dor,  and  wee,  thinking  both  Swedes  and  Danes  wdi 
enough  inclined  to}  peace,  the  principall  obftacles  Q\\i 
proceeding  from  the  Hollanders^  did  undertake  the  nae^ 
(Uationbyour  felues;  in  which  work,  wee  haue  io  wdl 
fucceeded,  that' the  conditions  are  all  agreed  upon  i a 
Latine^  tranflated  according  to  the  couftume,.  of  tlieia 
parts,  into  the  Swedijh  and  Danijb  languages,  and  thciir^ 
is'  nothing  now  remaining,  but  to  haue  them  written  put 
faire  to  be  figned.  The  Hollanders  may  then  comipe  ii> 
to  fign  the  treaty,  and  the  guaranty,  releafing  fiift  fhit 
Swedijh  (hips,  which,  I  think,  they  will  of  'themfelues 
offer  to  doe.  The  queene  of  Denmark  hath  mediated  for 
the! re  reception,  that  (hec  may  haue  ffimme  part  in  the 
concluflon  of  the  peace ;  and  more  particularly  in  ,this,«that 
hauing  bin  (as  is  thought)  the  caufe  of  theire  faqlt,  (hee  may 
alfoe  be  the  meanes  of  reconciling  them  to  thoes  they  kad 
thearby  oiFended,  and  of  bringing  them  out  of  the  ftrcighl 
into  which  they  had  very  unaduifedly  caft  tbemfelues. 
The  conditions  granted  to  Denmark^  are  more  eafythan 
thoes  offered  for  them  by  Holland^  unto  which.the  Swedes 
weare  induccii,  that  they  might  oblige  the  King  of  D^nr 

.   '    marl 
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mfi  to  be  tTsetiie  #iend,  as  wcU  as  at  pnet  witfi  Adiil 
and  to  make  tiic  price  without  the  imcrncntion  of  ifje 
H^tkndkn*  By  this  imanes,  I  hope  that  thdi  ^fW 
kjngdotnei,  flfkling  tht  mifcWcfcs  both  tecmur  hj  thctre 
difagrecftients,  will  growc  to  be  better  friends  rhen  they 
hauc  btn  in  m:rny  fatmer  ages.  Wee  fcauc  frtopofea 
tin*o  them  bfrth^  an  alKanue  betweeti  diemfclucs,  for 
thtlre  mtiliia!  defence,  unto  which  in  gtneraU,  botfi 
(Mirtyci  feeifie  mudi  inclined ;  the  pattfcuitr  coridiuofii 
aire  refertcd  ditto  a  ttjiiferrencc  bttfrecne  tbt  commW-i 
fumiTM  <^f  htTth  pnrts,  when  the  treaty  of  peace  is  Irgncdi. 
Hnuing  compofed  the  qutrrrdl  betweeric  the  tcr^  Wngs; 
fHir  next  bufinelTc  nnrft  he  to  improuc  this  peace  to  the 
good  of  our  OW1TC  natloii.  The  firft  is,  to  breakc  the 
•llianccs,  that  cirher  of  them  hanc  made  to  our  preiudicc; 
which  are  principally  with  tlie  Vnitcd  Prouinccs  ,*  that 
Rate,  hath  ciicr  lincc  the  wniTC  xvith  if/r^/j;///,  cndea 
ftodred  to  ihrcnp,thcn  it  felf,  Tvith  dcFcnfitJC  alliances^ 
With  nllmoft  all  the  princes  of  F.uropc.  The  nortlicrnc 
kings  weare  not  forgotten  ;  they  haue  mndc  fuch  with 
either  of  them.  Wee  now  cndcmioar  to  break  them,  or 
foe  to  cxplaine  them,  that  theare  remaine  nothing  that 
can  he  dniM  lie  to  oirr  prciudice.  We  arc  now  in  treaty 
with  both  cn)\\ros  upon  this  point,  and  haue  agreed 
upon  the  fiiblhi nee.  The  Frc^ich  amba(Tador  demands 
the  like  for  Frjnrr.  Tlie  next  work  will  be  how  to 
ioiiK'  thtss  tow  crowncs  to  •:<,  ns  if  the  Hollarultrs  would 
make  wnfrc  up(  n  us,  which  is  too  much  to  be  fufpedled 
they  intend,  \iee  may  haue  more  help  and  faoour  from 
ihem^  thcr  is  gi uen  unto  our  enimyw,  which  will  be  noe 
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MN  matter,  perhaps,  to  obtatne  heare,  if  Englafulhc  iff 
iot  quiet-  a  condition^  a^  to  loot  after  things  abroade^  'Mitf^ 
miA»vSt  of  the  ickritnlages  thai  'titt  tffftred.  W<^  )MlK^ 
(hey  ha«ie  the  !ilBe  alliance  ^iKYif^$Uinit\  Md  fhe^lt9(90f 
of  B^antfffibur^h.  Th^  tfttcmion  of  the  embartfy  «o^  W 
fcntiffto  France  f  upjBh  pretence  of  h  <t)mptetnfeiity  i^  W 
make  a  defcnfiue  alliance  theare  iilfoe ;  and,  as  I  hcifCf 
Van  Seuningf  one  deftined  for  that  imploymeitty  hafe 
driWne  a  proicA  for  that  pourpofe,  ifvi^earom  a»^  manf 
points  'direAly  intended  agaidft  England.  The  tow  fitA^ 
rthihl;,  may  be  inualidated  ibeare,  'or,  at  heaft,  thatdf 
Folund ;  the  otllcr  requires  your  care  at  hortie.  Tfi« 
Hollanders  had,  py  a  treaty  with  Denmark^  in  the  yesit 
1645,  and  in  one  with  Sweden  at  EUfing^  in  the  yeave 
1656,  and  the  elucidations  agreed  upon  at  Th^rney  amd 
the  lad  yeare  confirmed  at  ElJinor€j  gained  fo  great  ad^ 
uantages  in  all  the  prouipces  of  Sweden^  Demark^  and 
Korwayy  that  the  whole  trade  of  thoes  kingdomcs  muTt 
neccffarily  comme  into  theirc  hands,  if  others  did  'hot 
participate  the  fame  with  them,  which  wee  hauc  obtained 
ibr  our  nation.  In  the  agreement  with  Swedsn^  wee 
haue  this  claufe,  ^^o  enioy  all  priuiledges  whith  now  4M«, 
or  hearafter  (hall  be  granted  unto  any  (late  whatfoeoe^* 
Befidcs  thoes  things  which  haue  happened  heare,  to  in- 
«line  Denmark  unto  England j  the  change  of  gouernment 
that  is  theare  expcded,  is  not  a  fmall  inducement :  thl^ 
king  experts  much  kindnefle  from  him  that  is  likely  to  be 
the  head  of  it,  both  for  the  nearncffe  of  blood,  and  feueral 
a6ls  of  fricndihip  {hewed  unto  him,  when  he  was  in  his 
iftreffe.     One  of  the  dukes  of  Lnnenburgh,  brother  to 


i6  LEtTEmi    Of 

thU  qtieenc^  hath  l^lrljr  been  at  BrnU,  tod  feat  IcW^ 
hither  of  what  failed  thcarcp  which  giuei  voy  much  ^ 
gjfbki^mL  The  low  kln^ «  <icGre  we  ihotild  Aay  heare 
untill  flt«  freatjr  be  rilificd^  executed,  and  the  evacuatiod 
id  the  Swidii  forcct  oui  of  D^nmarie,  and  the  D^is/i 
out  of  (lie  dake  of  H^IJtettiti  territones  made  and  pcr- 
fe&td  ;  wb^h  wee  hope  will  be  alt  doive  before  the  end 
irf  Jum*  In  the  mcane  time^  wee  may  t^ke  leaueof 
both  cc>urt%  and  then  immcdlarely  take  our  loumef 
bomcwanifi,  if  wee  reccaue  noe  cofnmandf  to  the  coii- 
Ir^ry.  I  haue  wmtcn  all  filings  that  hiQc  paffed  hean* 
at  brgc  to  Mr.  Jhurloe,  I  hope  your  lordfhip  will  hauc 
reafon  to  be  pleafcd  v/ith  this  reentry  upon  the  ftagc  of 
the  worhi ;  and  that  you  may  ifi  all  changes,  find  as 
miicli  fatisfadiion  and  aduantage,  as  your  ownc  hart  carf 
Widi,  is,  and  cucr  Hiall  be,  the  conftant  defire  of 

i'our  LordJhIpSy  etc. 
Copeuluigc)^,  May  22,  1660.  Alg.  Sydney; 

/  Hoe  not  Jay  any  thing  of  my  swne  intentions^  in  reU-^ 
tioN  unto  the  changes  that  are  fallen  out  already,  or  the 
•then  that  are  dayly  expeded.  The  truth  is,  I  knotce 
them  not,  the  bufxncfjc  ii  too  difficult  to  iudge  of  at  this 
dijlnnce^  rfpecially,  net  hi  owing  what  will  be  in  nty 
pcxvevy  or  choice.      If  I  dee  not  receaue  newe  orders,    I 

JhaJ  returne  Jpecdiiy  home,  and  fh all  then  folloive  that 
w./v»   which   ycur  lordfhip  jhall   command,   and  my   beji 

Jncnds  aduijCy  as  farrc  as  1  Ctin,  without  breaking  the 
litics  cj  hs:uur  cr  ccnfciencc,  which  I  am  Jure  will  ne^ 
i..  r    be    cxpc^cd   fnm   mr,   ^y  your  hrdfhip,   n:r  :hu.s 

wh:e- 
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whc^s  cpinUns  I  confidir.  fThilt  I  am  hearty  I  feriu 
England^  and  will^  with  as  much  cart  and  diligence  as  I 
can^  endeauour  to  aduance  its  intereftsj  and  folUwe  the 
•rders  •ft  hoes  that  goueme  it.  I  referue  the  determina"- 
tion  of  other  points  to  councells  upon  the  place. 


Algernon  Sydney  to  his  Father  Robert  Earl  qp 
Leicester. 

My  Lord^ 

I  DOE  not  knowe  wheather  I  haue  erred  in  my  opU 
nion  or  not,  in  thinking  it  more  neceflary  for  your  lord- 
(hip  to  knowe  what  paflcth  now  in  thcis  parts  of  th# 
world,  then  formerly  ;  but  that  hath  perfwaded  me  to 
giue  your  lordfhip  of  late,  more  exa£t  relations  of  my 
motions,  and  adtions,  then  before  I  thought  your  lord- 
(hip  would  willingly  receaue  :  I  am  now  at  the  utmoft 
point  of  my  iourney  northward,  and  have  nothing  more 
in  my  thoughts,  then  to  retume  into  England  with  as 
much  expedition  as  I  can,  according  to  the  liberty  grant* 
cd  unto  my  colleage  and  me,  by  the  councell  of  (late. 
We  could  not  think  it  at  all  reafonable,  to  leaue  the 
work  in  which  wee  wcarc  employed,  when  wee  fa  we  a 
certainety  of  accompIi(hing  it  within  a  (hort  time,  unleflc 
wee  had  receaucd  a  pofitiue  command  :  now  the  peace  is 
concluded,  I  think  we  may  very  well  iuftify  making  ufe 
of  that  conceflion  :  I  am  heare  alone,  my  colleague  in- 
tended to  make  the  fame  iourney,  but  the  gout  confined 
him  unto  his  bed.     I  lookc  upon  all  tht  igo^^\s  ^grw\\R.^ 

Appendjx.  B  "'^^'^^ 
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of  theire  chains,  IdEift  fKey  (hould  (iifcohteht  him.  He 
is  retired  i6  a  houfe  of  his  owne,  with  fome  mzAi  6( 
difcontcnt.  I  ahi  ucry  ciuitly  inuifed  thether,  and  i»t 
rcturnc  towarde  Denmark,  intend  their  vlfitid  to  him,  it 
being  not  aboue  a  niile  of  tow  otkt  of  n\y  way.  I  ihaJl* 
not  willinglly  adniittc  of  arty  other  ffdp  of  my  ioume/ 
homward,  unleflc  nly  fefolution  of  returning  be  dtered 
by  new  orders  froni  thcJricel  /  doe  noi  at  all  knotoe  At 
what  condition  I  am  theaf/,  not  ivhdf  ejfeHs  I  /hail  JMt 
ofgeneraUMotiY  his  exprij^ons  of  Imdnkjji  tmatdt  M^^ 
and  his  remembrance  of  the  auntient  ftieHdJhif  thai  wai 
Between  us;  but  the  lord  Fleetwoods  htters  to  th^feAati 
and  priuate  perjons  here\  mentions  difcourfes  that  hi 
makes  much  to  my  adudntage.  I  doe  recidui  liitthi^ 
more  nor  lejfe  ciuility  heare  then  is  ordinary,  unleffe  the 
excufes  I  receaue  for  receauing  noe  more  may  deferue 
that  nam€.  I  dm  in  friuate  told,  they  fear i  to  offend  thi 
king  by  any  extraordinary  expreffions  towards  me :  your 
lord/hip  may  eaftly  imagine  how  powerfull  that  conjidera^ 
tion  will  be,  when  thoes  in  my  condition  can  pretend  to 
noe  ciuilityes  upon  any  other  account,  but  as  they  are  re^ 
fpeBls  unto  theire  fuperiors,  and  majiers.  I  haue  hWff* 
rtbthing  of  your  lordfhip,  niore  then  thsit  you  wcaftf 
cortimc  to  ^wne.  T  hopd  j'ou  may  firid  all  things  relat- 
ing unto  yout  fcif,  acbrdfng  unto  my  wilhes,  Which  I  airi 
fare  arc  pcrfcftly  fuitablc^  utito  youf  o\mef  dfefires.    I  ani 

Tour  Lordfhips,  etc. 
itf^ckholme,  June  i6,  i66a. 

B    2  ^^^^^ 
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I  hauc  not  ihh  d^jr,  time  m  mitt  m  mj  lord  of  Nsf 
thumhirland^  for  which  I  dcfirc  your  lotdihlp  to 
ray  ei^cufe.  Hannihai  Lifted  is  very  flioftly  to  comiM^ 
aHiballador  into  England,  The  count  Rantz^e  was  for^ 
mcrly  nominated  for  that  employment,  and  afterwardij 
Alfftli  hU  (()nnc  in  lawc :  But  now  this  gentdiman  hath 
made  the  court  fA  Denmark  bdicuc^  that  BrMxtlit  and 
Anfwtrpi  have  galni:d  great  intcrcft  in  the  kii^^  and  hd 
if  prcfencd  bclbie  others.  He  is  pleafed  with  this  €t&- 
ploymenty  and  I  am  confident  bclicues,  he  (hall  goueme 
all  England^  not  well  diftinguifhing  between  the  thoughts 
uf  a  banifhed  prince,  whoc  in  his  youth,  fought  cnter- 
taincments  to  mitigate  his  afHi£lionS|  and  the  ferious 
adions  of  a  great  aud  cftablifhed  king. 


Algernon  Sydney  to  his  Father  Robert  Earl  of 
Leicester. 

My  Lonly 

1  NOW  write  a  fcwc  lines  to  your  lordfhip  in  haft,  to 
congratulate  your  lordflups  rcalfuming  your  former  place, 
in  the  houfc  ©f  pecres ;  I  doc  not  knowe  how  farre  your 
lurdfliip  is  inclined  to  any  other  as  eminent  as  thocs  you 
luiuc  poirdfed;  but  from  my  hart  wi(h  a  fuccelle  cquall 
to  wh;(tfocucr  you  defirc.  I  haue  bin  detained  hcare 
fiMnmo  daycs  longer  then  I  did  expeft,  the  queens  being 
ubfent  when  1  came,  and  fincc  that  time  fomme  fcrupules 
haur  bin  raifed  concerning  my  rccicditiues.  They  arc 
now  folucdv  l\\Ad  xht  QowtvV  Mu^nwt  de  Im  GarJie  (who 
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was  formerly  trcafurcr  of  Sweden  ;  and  by  the  late  king, 
a  littell  before  his  death,  made  chancellor)  hath  bin  tuft 
now  with  me,  and  doth  aflTiire  me,  dK  queene,  and  fe^ 
nate,  haue  this  day  ordered,  that  the  anfwearc  to  my  cre- 
ditiues  (hould  be  drawne  acordingtowhat  I  had  propofod ; 
and  that  they  (hall  be  ready  as  foone  as  is  poflible :  I  in- 
tend to  ftay  hcare  but  a  very  fewe  bowers  after  the  rc- 
ccauing  of  them.  The  condufion  of  what  hath  bin  ma- 
naged by  my  colleague  and  me,  muft  be  left  unto  fudi 
perfons  as  the  king  (hall  pleafe  to  imploy  in  it.  God  be 
thanked  he  will  find  littell  difficulty  ;  if  he  can  but 
write  his  name,  he  will  be  able  enough  for  any  thing  * 
that  remaines  to  be  done.  I  haue  bin  receaued  heare, 
as  I  deiired  ;  if  I  would  haue  had  more  ceremony,  the 
(late  would  haue  allowed  it  to  me,  but  efteeming  my 
pcvi'crs  extin6l,  by  the  kings  rellitution,  I  did  auoide  all 
things  of  that  kind,  that  could  be  decently  omitted.  I 
find  this  crowne  exceedingly  well  fatisfied  wiA  the  peace 
that  is  made,  and  refolued  to  perform  exaflly,  and  hand- 
fomely,  all  that  was  agreed.  England  is  looked  upon  as 
the  ftate,  whoes  friendfhip  they  defire  more  than  any  in 
the  world,  and  his  majefty  will  find  by  their  refpeds  un- 
to him,  how  much  they  valewc  it.  The  minifiers  cm- 
ployed  from  hence  into  England  are  recalled,  and  a  man 
of  quality  will  very  fuddainely  be  fent  ambaifador  thither. 
My  bujinejfe  heare  hath  gone  well  enough,  if  the  feace 
had  bin  concluded  a  littell  fooner,  I  could  not  haue  de^ 
ftred  better.  1  am  uncertain^  how  my  aSiions  or  ptrfon 
will  be  looked  upon  at  home.  I  hope  I  Jhall  be  able  to  giue 
a  good  account  of  all  that  I  haue  done  here,  and  for  other 


%t  J.CTf  £mi  OP 

f^ngi  I  mufi  t^i  my  frftumt^  wiib  tii  gs/i  ^  m^  i 
pmmhn/>  The  ammoiM  in  iJi^fc  kil  ktt^  m  mf  coU 
leagiie  and  me  Caycd^  fhai  for  the  futucic  vcc  mull  ex- 
|)ei:i  tir4cr»  frucn  ihe  kingt  tiolcile   wcc  di4   fdblue   to 

Uftta  ui.  Wee  coibracc  ilwit  Gonccflmit  ^md  ^c  peace 
MnK  maJe  fc^  whkb  wee  were  (ent,  rcfi#lue  ta  rciuniei 
a&ippr  wac  hauc  icwe  CWimand  from  bis  idjjc%^  If 
ma^  tmmm  any  fuchi  they  ihill  be  obcj^  i  nothing  eUc 
Attil  by  (iiif  conTenu  Ktard  our  rcturnc.     I  am 

your  LorfiJhipSf  cct. 
Sfockholvtfy  June  23,  1660.  Alg.  Sydney, 


Arr.ERNON  sYUNr.Y  to  }?ii  Father  RonERT  Earl  of 

LlICESTER. 

My  Lord, 
I  flAUKthis  day  rcccaucd  the  ncwcs  of  the  kings 
.entry  into  Lohi/on,  and  of  yourlordfliips  being  chofen  one 
of  his  Tnajffh'cs  counccll.  I  doc  not  know  how  much  this 
firft  ftrp  nrtay  conduce  to  rcftorc  your  lord(hip  to  the  ho- 
nours you  liauc  fcnnrrly  held,  nor  how  farre  you  dcfire 
to  nnkc  ufc  of  foe  fauourablc  an  oocafion  ;  I  only  wifh, 
all  may  fuccccd  according  unto  your  own  choice  and 
dcfirr.  As  fiKvnc  as  the  peace  was  here  concluded,  my 
colleague,  and  I,  fent  an  exprclfe  with  the  newes  of  it, 
aivi  a  letter  to  the  king,  cnclofcd  in  one  unto  my  lord  of 
K^rrhumhr/cpti^^  not  knowing  that  your  lordftiip  was 
then  \\\  townc.     I  appointed  him  to  make  all  the  haftc 

he 
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he  couM^  and  be  ihipluqj;  ta4loe  Ibc,  cbqfe  ih£  way  by 
fei  hofsi  Ifamiurgb,  a^  v^sby  conixaiy  mnfiiA^t^t^ 
Id  tbe  £/i^,  ^Mjch  k^iger  ij^cn  ir^s  for  ojur  conu^ijO^ce 
ibat  &Qt  him.  I  heai^  two  othqr  pacjects^mjac  w^^^e 
9Ltlpkept  at  Ha^fdrghf  uiMtiU  bfi  .commingi  fqr  tbey 
))eing  directed  to  Mr.  Thurlo^^  a$  I  b«^d  bii).coQ0inand<)4 
iU>  doe,  the  mcrchaot  whoc  re^:eaufes  my  leUcrs  thcke, 
hearing  of  bis  dirgtaoe,  M^ouid  nojt  fend  thcca  until)  «ny 
pwne  feruant  came ;  by  wbich  mean^,  I  believe  I  i)ial^ 
be  thought  very  ncgjljgp^t  of  writingi  a,t  the  ^ix»t  I  wgp 
inod  diligent.  I  did  hope,  th^t  b}^  the  tigcie  I  could  re- 
turn from  hence  y  our  meiTe.nger  migt^  liaue  met  m^  wltb 
ananfweare  unto  my  letters  at  Copenhagen.  I  nojf^ 
deff>aire  of  that,  aiad  am  abfolutcly  uncertaUi  what  courfe 
I  Ihali  take,  unlcife  I  And  fame  other  letter^,  adt  my  ce* 
turnc,  that  mpy  Inflrad  mc.  Your  lordllGp  may  eafily 
imagine,  I  would  be  unwilling  to  (lay  19  a  jdace,  wheare 
I  haue  bin  long  under  a  charadVer  Dhat  rondcred  me  n^>t^ 
inconfiderabie,  now  that  my  ][)owers  are  cxtingoiihcd^ 
,and  I  am  left  in  a  priuatc  condicioiti :  and  Uial  it  \s  very 
junfuitablc  unto  my^  fortune,  to  continue  heafe  wltbi*  nu- 
merous family,  at  a  great  charge,  without  knowiJIig,  ^ 
wheather  the  brils  drawnc  for  money3  taken  up  b^are,  ac^ 
cording  to  our  allowaince>  witl  be  p^id  or  not.  0q  the 
other  fide,  I  knowe  the  aduai^tage  it  wovd4  be  t^  aie,  to 
haue  scwe  o^dexs  from  the  kin^y  afid  am  luiwiUing  ^ 
fiut  myfelf  outofa  condition  of  reoeiulng  them,  wliBi|b 
I  ^m  itheareuoto  necelfitated*  or  koow  that  noi^  wiU  be 
icr^.  Thf  newfs  /  hear^  from  E,ngU»d,  ^f  fubliqm 
ihingSf  is  puniitiall  and  fert0inie  eu^ughy  b^  my  friends 
B  4  ^^^ 
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t^Mgs  I  nufi  t^i  my  fortune,  wtih  thi  njl  ^  mjf 
pmmhm.  The  counccU  in  tbeare  hA  ktier  m  my  ciAm 
league  aiwi  me  %cd,  thar  for  the  future  wee  roiill  cx- 
pefl  orders  from  the  kif^,  uoleife  wcc  did  refblue  to 
retarnc  home,  acordirtg  to  the  liberty  fona>erIy  granted 
unto  us*  Wee  embrace  that  ooncdBon,  and  the  peace 
being  made  for  which  wee  were  fent,  rcfoluc  to  rcturnc^ 
t3£ccpr  mec  haue  4bnae  command  from  hts  roajcfty  \  i| 
nree  receiue  any  fuch^  they  ihill  be  obeyed  \  i^ptbii^  cUe 
fball  by  our  confems  retard  our  rcturnc.     I  aizi 

Tour  LordJhipSy  cot. 
StockhoJmey  June  23,  1660.  Alg.  Sydney. 


Algernon  sydney  to  his  Father  Robert  Earl  of 
Leicester. 

My  Lordy 
I  HAUE  this  day  reccaued  the  ncwcs  of  the  kings 
.entry  into  London^  and  of  your  lord  (hips  being  chofen  one 
of  his  majcftyes  councell.  I  doe  not  know  how  much  this 
firft  ftep  may  conduce  to  rcftore  your  lordrtiip  to  the  ho- 
nours you  haue  formerly  held,  nor  how  farre  you  defire 
to  make  ufc  of  foe  fauourable  an  occafion  ;  I  only  wifh, 
all  may  fucceed  according  unto  your  own  choice  and 
defire.  As  foonc  as  the  peace  was  here  concluded,  my 
colleague,  and  I,  fcnt  an  expreffe  with  the  newes  of  it, 
and  a  letter  to  the  king,  enclofed  in  one  unto  my  lord  of 
Northumberlnndy  not  knowing  that  your  lord  (hip  was 
then  in  towpe.     I  appointed  him  to  make  all  the  haftc 

he 
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l^  couM^  4nd  be  Jihipldqi  ^^^J^  ^  chofe  ih£  way  by 
fei  frojoi  Hf^mburgb^  zf4  Vr^sby  conixary  yriQ,<i6  4e;^e4 
iDib^  £/i^,  ^Mjch  k^iger  ij^en  w^s  for  o^ur  cpnu^ijO^c^ 
ibat  fe^t  him.  I  heai^  two  ochqr  pacjects^mjac  w«^e 
9Ltlpkept  at  Ha/niurghf  MfWl  bfi  iCoauBiiig  ^  fqr  tbey 
being  directed  to  Mr.  Thurlo^^  as  I  b^d  bii>.coQ0inand<)4 
iU>  doe,  the  Qocrchaat  whop  rcceaups  my  leuers  ithci|ce, 
hearing  of  bis  difgraoe,  M^ouid  not  fend  thcca  until)  «ny 
pwne  feruant  came ;  by  which  xx^ajas,  I  believe  I  i)|al) 
be  thoi^ht  very  ncgjljgp^t  of  writing,  a,t,  the  ^ixM  I  w^p 
inod  diligent.  I  did  hope,  th^t  by  the  tigcie  I  could  r,ie* 
turn  from  hence,  our  meiTe.nger  migt^  liaue  met  tog  witb 
ananfweare  unto  my  letters  at  Cofenhag€n,  I  nojf^ 
defpaire  of  that,  and  am  abfolutcly  uncertain  what  courfe 
I  (hall  take,  unlclTc  I  And  fome  other  letter^,  adt  my  cc* 
turnc,  that  ropy  inftrudi  mc.  Your  lordlKp  may  cafily 
imagine,  I  would  be  unwilling  to  (lay  19  a  jdace,  wheare 
I  haue  bin  long  under  a  iCharadVer  Dhat  rendered  me  n^>t. 
inconfiderabie,  now  that  my  powers  are  CKtingoiihcd, 
,and  I  am  left  In  a  priuatc  condicio^i :  and  Uial  it  js  vcxy 
junfuitablc  unto  my,  fortune,  to  continue  heare  with  a  ou* 
merou£  family^  at  a  great  charge,  without  knowiJIig,  ^ 
wheather  tbehHls  drawnc  for  money3  taken  up  b^are,  ac* 
cording  to  our  allowance,  witl  be  p^id  or  not.  pQ  the 
other  fide,  I  knowe  the  aduai>tage  it  woMld  be  ff>  mc,  tp 
haue  scwe  crdcfs  from  the  kiKi^,  afid  am  luiwiUing  ^ 
fiut  myfelf  outofa  con4ition  of  reoeiuing  th^y  wliBi|b 
I  am  itheareuoto  neceflitated*  or  koow  that  noi^  wiU  be 
/cni.  Thf  newfs  /  heare  frpm  E,nglaiM>  pf  fubUqm 
ihingSj  is  funfiuall  and  ffrt^n^  fi^ugb,  bfif  my  friends 
B  4  ^^^ 
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mnj^i  fh^ri  in  whaf  pariUmUrfy  ; 

/  fan  mah  m*  luigimrni  mi  mil  n^^v  wAai  ihff  fmp^ 

Pirh&pt  lh§  irufh  hf  ihif  fan  /sf  wftbimi  U  mf 
iagff  and  if  a  Hi  mt  fo  i^^ff*  ^^  ^^^  ^*fi  ^  ftASfmm 
ihingi*  If  ihoti  Icttcfi  I  fend  bf  tm  espidfe,  and  fk 
cithori  thaf  came  mln  hit  hands  at  Humkurgh^  (hmM  le 
l<mg  upon  the  way>  thoct  fri^ndt,  wboc  may  hauc  it  in 
fhelrc  intemlont  to  afliA  mc,  wilt  not  knowe  what  it  i< 
llmt  I  dcilrcp  nor  how  to  oblige  mc^  though  ifccj  I'hotitd 
liauc  jKtwrr  to  dfw  [r.  It  ii  very  harti  for  mc  to  kno<rc 
f<>  much,  an  what  to  aflc  of  them,  when  I  know  not  what 
in  proportionahlc  unto  that  which  nnay  be  obtained,  nor 
whcathcr  I  can  ftay  in  thcis  parts,  for  an  anfwcare  unto 
my  lettcm,  or  not.  1  (hall  thcarcforc  conclude  what  I 
httvc  to  fny  relating  to  my  ownc  conccrnements,  in  dcfiring 
V<nir  lordrtiip,  and  my  lord  of  Northumberland^  to  doc  . 
thai  which  you  think  bcft,  according  to  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things,  and  tt>  fend  me  dire(5\ions  how  to  difpofc  of 
my  fcif,  which  I  fliall  exa6\ly  followc.  Whatfocver  is 
ff nt  tt>  mc,  willjlK  bcft  dirctSled  to  Mt.  Samuell  Mljjenden^ 
fcci^trtry  tt>  the  En^lijh  company  at  Hamburgh^  whcarc 
I  nmy  fitul  them,  if  I  cannot  ftay  at  Copenhagen  untill 
they  arriuc.  Your  lordlTiip  may  better  knowc  my  mo- 
tion* then  my  fclf,  for  I  fliall  take  my  meafures,  for 
ft(iyii>(;  IV  returning,  iurt  acci>rding  to  what  I  (hall  hcarc 
irvMW  En^Und.  My  rccrcditiues  arc  now  ready,  I  think 
!  thaU  receaue  them  this  day,  and  may  take  my  leave  of 
thin  iHHJrt  t\>  moin^w.  I  fawe  a  letter  lately  from  Mr. 
Stmmt*^ikt^  of  a  frclh  viatc,  from  the  Hagur^  whearein 
b«  layt^^  your  lordlhip  i$  to  be  fcnt  govenx>r  into  Irr- 

/it  W  i 
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land :  I  doe  not  knowe  how  much  credite  to  give  unto 
that  TCfOftf  hearing  nothing  of  it  from  England;  but 
if  that  weare  true,  I  ihould  not  be  content  to  ftay 
heare,  believing,  that  if  I  am  capable  of  doing  fervice  in 
any  place  in  the  world,  it  is  theare,  wheare  I  have 
fomme  knowledge  of  perfons,  places,  and  buiinefle ;  but 
how  likely  my  fervice  is  to  be  accepted,  I  cannot  at  all 
iudge.     I  am 

Tour  Lordjhips^  ect. 

Stock  holme,  June  27,  1660.  Alg.  Sydney, 


Algernon  Sydney  to  his  Father  KobektEa^v  o? 
Leicester. 
My  Lord, 
AT  my  return  from  Stociholm^,  the  8  of  July,  I  found 
fomme  letters  that  gaue  me  more  knowledge  of  buflncflc 
in  England,  relating  unto  us  whoe  are  employed  heare, 
then  I  had  formerly  reeeaved ;  and  in  one  of  them,  from 
fir  John  Temple,  I  find  your  lordlhip  is  of  opinion  I 
ihould  return  immediately  home,  which  I  did  prefently 
rcfolve  to  doe  with  all  the  fpeed  I  can,  waving  that  con- 
fideration,  which  for  fomme  time  had  detained  me, 
of  cxpe£ting  the  returne  of  the  meflenger  fent  with  the 
newes  of  the  peace,  and  anfwear^s  to  the  letters  fent  by 
him.  It  would  perhaps  have  bin  better  for  us  to  have 
returned  immediately  after  the  conclufion  of  our  treaty ; 
but  the  bufineffe  was  foe  imperfed,  by  rep&m  of  the 
difpute  about  our  iignature,  and  grandng  the  guarant^^ 
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Alt  v'ee  could  not  think  it  Bt  far  up  to  t^  tcbcirains  msL 
lelv^s  without  order,  ur  at  leail  flaying  fo  k3f)g  si  tkii  or- 
dcrs  miglit  fx^fl'iblc  he  fcnt,  after  die  account  W€£  hai 
given  of  tha  Ante  of  nifaires  hcare»  vhkh  wee,  ludgtng 
»ec0rd£ng  tu  whajt  wee  heard  from  EngUffd^  had  litoM 
feafun  to  thin]c,  would  be  refused  i  and  I  rbtrrk  it  was  a 
ferrc  greatci  tc1^e£!t  unto  the  kin^*  to  ccMe  from  a^ing 
tny  thing  by  powers  not  derived  from  him»  and  to  fciT 
hetre^  IS  privite  men,  attending  his  pleafure,  then  on  a 
fuddainep  to  thfowe  of  the  bufincirc,  and  to  begone  a&  m 
a  chafe.  I  confcffc,  I  was  not  avcrfe  to  have  returned 
immediately,  but  I  did  more  apprehend  the  being  ac- 
cufcd,  as  I  often  am,  of  precipitation,  then  the  evills  that 
coiihi  befall  mc  by  my  ftay.  The  laft  letters  wee  re- 
ceived from  the  C'oimccll,  referred  us  to  fuch  further 
tiidcrs  as  we  llioiild  recca\e  from  the  king,  and  noe  pri- 
yatc  letter  made  any  doubt,  but  tint  fuch  as  weare  necef- 
fjry  would  be  fcnt,  if  wee  wearc  not  already  comme 
awav  ;  and  knowir^iT  uJ^t  part  rliat  Counceil  had  in  the 
kings  reftituticn^  I  tliou^ht  thev  very  well  knewe  his 
majiuycs  Minde,  and  weare  not  likely  to  diiFer  from 
him.  Bcfidcs,  the  cininecll  gave  us  orr^er  to  fignify  unto 
lx>tJi  CR)wnc>\  his  majoftyes  bein^  proclaimed,  and  invit- 
ed home  to  execute  the  kini^ly  ofhce  ;  M'hich  could  not 
he  done  decently,  but  by  goinj:  to  Sic:kho!nc.  I  con- 
Ojlff%  I  ^tci  K:t  ti Ink  ?t,v  ftl/  at  iU.'  i:[jHred  sT  belvg  cwned 
Jr//*:/  'Uiv/  C'Jirs  ir^nit  he  f.-^ii  UKto  me  ;  hut  t^at  was 
^^thit  xii:,t  i  ruffj'tJ  t-rcti  the  grnerali  flat:  '4  things, 
4heH  gri^UHAfd  i/^j/i  ^hat  I  hmrd  frcm  any  fcrj^n  t^at  J 
irm^id  i^Ktiii  my  rtt;drt  thithtf.     I  had  written  to  your 

lordlhin 


ALGERNON     SYDNEY.  2/ 

lordihip  the  9  of  this  month,  from  Elftnorty  but  the  poll 
went  foe  fuddainly  from  hence,  that  all  my  letters  of  thai 
date  came  too  late.  The  fame  day  I  received  a  letter 
from  Powelly  and  an  anfweare  unto  fomme  fent  by  hinu 
I  (hall,  with  all  poflfible  fpeed,  obey  your  lordfhips  com* 
inand  fent  by  him,  in  removing  to  Hamburghy  and  from 
thence  into  Hollandy  or  fomme  place  in  Gertiisitvjy  \vhe;irc 
I  may  lye  ftill  a  while,  and  fee  what  is  to  be  cxpcdcd 
for  me.  The  Szvcdijb  commiflioners  hcnrc,  are  bufy  in 
trai>fporting  thcirc  troops ;  the  8  of  this  iponcth  was  the 
day  in  which  the  evacuation  ought  to  have  bin  perfcdcd^ 
and  the  ca^lc  of  Cronymburgh  delivered,  neither  of  whicb 
is  yet  done  ;  they  ftill  rctainc  that  place,  an<l  the  one  half 
of  theire  army  is  not  yet  tranfported.  They  lay  the  fault 
Opon  the  Danesy  in  not  providing  vcflells  for  thciiu 
tlicire  is  fomme  coulour  for  this,  but  the  truth  is,  tliej 
are  glad,  upon  any  pretence  whatfocver,  to  flay  heare  9s 
long  as  they  can,  to  cat  up  that  littell  which  remaines  in 
this  defolated  coiintr)',  and  to  fpare  theire  owne  quarters^ 
foe  that  whereas  they  wcare  obliged  to  furnifli  a  good 
number  of  barks  for  thcirc  owne  tranfporration,  they 
have  not  brought  one,  but  leave  the  burthen  wholly  upon 
the  Dunes  :  fill  many  of  tJic  barks,  provided  for  thjfi-, 
troops,  with  the  goods  plundered  in  the  country,  and 
liavc,  yefterday,  made  them  pay  1500  ducats  in  mony, 
for  the  tranfporting  tow  Finland  regiments,  alleaging  nqp 
other  reafon,  then  that  if  they  had  it  not,  they  wouM  not 
remove  firom  hence.  The  Swedes  h^ve  (brained  thci^-. 
fclves  to  the  uttermoil,  to  fatisfy  and  retai^c  tjbbpij:e  Ger-^ 
mane  troops,  in  giving  good  confidcrable  ibmfnes  of  mo^ 
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ncy  to  the  officers,  trid  to  even*  horf<:man  four  rix  ckvUrrs 
in  moocyp  ind  twelve  Dutch  dk  of  doath ;  tfus^ 
another  co«ntr%%  would  be  a  (mail  matter,  but  hearc  it  SI 
thought  a  profufe  liberalit)%  yet  that  doth  not  &rae;| 
d)earc  is  nearc  two  thoufand  of  them  whoc  haue  left] 
Ibelrc  coulors,  and  lye  about  in  thr  wcvods,  and  fail 
places  of  this  country »  robbing  and  killing  al!  that 
commc  into  iheire  handsj  profeffing  they  will  mtlier  fuf*| 
feral!  things,  then  go  into  Swedin^  fmm  whence  ihcf  | 
can  neucr  hope  to  rcturnc ;  the  bcft  thtng  that  can  be 
c\pc(5led  for  them,  is  the  warre  with  Mufcouxy  which 
they  ahhorrc,  more  of  theire  number  being  likely  to  pcrifh 
by  famine,  before  they  can  paflc  the  vail  d.fcrts  that  lye 
bctmrenc  the  Swedi/Jj  territorycs  and  Mufcouy,  then  by 
f^ic  r\%ord,  when  thty  are  cnttrrd  into  it.  Thcis  Ger- 
ffi,:;:r  tnM>ps  v cire  fourfeeno  rci;imcnts  of  horfe,  of  eight 
compnnyos  in  each,  whicli  are  now  reduced  to  eight  regi- 
n>cnts,  conhOing  rich  of  four  coirp  invL-?,  and  they  about 
fimrfcorc  foldiers  befidcs  officers.  Pcnlions  are  guien  to 
al  the  reduced  ofliccrs  ;  a  thoufand  erownes  the  yearc  to 
a  colonel,  500  to  a  lieutenant- cullonel,  250  to  a  maior, 
little  confederation  is  had  of  the  inferiors.  Thocs  re- 
tained are  for  the  moll  part  tranfported,  and  quartered  in 
the  provincc<>  ceded  by  Denmark  in  the  Rojhyld  treaty 
And  this  lately  concluded,  which  is  a  direct  violation  of 
it  ;  for  the  Gentlemen  and  others  are  to  cnioy  all  the 
privilcdgcs  which  they  had  formerly  under  Denmark^ 
and  none  is  more  ccrtainely  knownc  to  belong  to  the 
gentlemen  of  Schonen^  and  thoes  other  prouinces,  then 
tl\3t  noc  foldiers  Ihould   be  quartered    upon  them,  or 

theire 
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theire  boorcs,  which  comprehend  all  the  country,  except, 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  crowne,  and  they  being  notr 
annexed  to  the  crowne  of  Sweden^  one  may  be  furc  will 
be  well  enough  prefcrued,  and  the  whole  burthen  lye 
upon  others.  The  Swedljh  conuniiEifics  referue  the- 
troops  of  theire  owne  nation,  and  the  Finlanden^  to  be 
the  laft  tranfportedy  and  then  fent  into  theire  quarters  in 
the  fcueral  prouinces,  which  by  the  aut^ient  conftitution 
of  that  kingdome,  are  foe  well  di(Mbutedy  that  in  time 
of  peace  there  are  twenty-three  regiments  of  foot,  and 
eight  regiments  of  horfe,  the  one  of  twelve  hundred,  and 
the  others  fiucteene  hundred  men  in  each,  with  noe 
more  charge  to  the  crowne  then  fix  doUcrs  a  jreare  to  a 
horfe  man,  and  one  to  a  foot  foldier  ^  to  be  ready  at  all 
times  to  be  employed  wherefoever  theire  is  occafion:  and 
when  any  man  or  horfe  dyes,  or  is  otherwife  difabled^ 
another  is  immediately  fupplied,  by  which  means  theis 
regiments,  which  they  call  the  immortall,  are  perpetually 
kept  up  in  times  of  peace  or  warre,  and  this  conftitution 
is  the  very  nerves  and  ftrength  of  that  crowne.  When 
I  was  at  Stochholme,  the  fcnatc  did  one  thing  which  hath 
much  difcontented  my  fellow  mediators  and  me.  The 
count  d'yife'tldj  formerly  ambaffador  irt  England^  had, 
upon  a  difcontent  taken  at  the  king  of  Denmark^  about 
the  fame  time  that  Hannibal  Lejled  fell  into  di^graoc^ 
taken  the  king  of  Swedens  party,  and  did  him  very 
great  fervice  in  the  firft  warre  with  Denmark^  and  in  thc-> 
conclufion  of  the  Ro/kyld  treaty  ;  after  tliat  he  fell  intu 
disfauour  with  the  king  of  Sweden^  and  at  the  time 
of  his  fccond  irruption  into  Zealand^  or  a  little  aftcr^ 
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irai  nnftribnfd  Itt  fdin,  and  togedier  with  lib  Lidt« 
0lcr  lo  Ait  king  of  Dmm^ri^  ftUl  kept  my  ftri^Slf . 
In  the  time  of  om-  late  treaty,  hivifig  feeondkd  H^nwU 
Hi  Lrjf^  uQfo  hTs  m^flcTr  the  mrdtiton  wctic  deHraiu 
lo  prclboc  yifi^li  ftfDin  mine  alfo^  nlKicnc  tfscy  knew 
was  ini««lcd  fcr  ifcftniAloii»  fhcfc  bdif  many  friuoWus 
tlimfs  hrrfd  to  his  dorge,  and,  as  ihcy  were  inform* 
cti,  witncfles  fabomcd  ag»mf!  him ;  and  tliCKigh  lie  is 
moH  cfTCrincfr  cofUprthendcd  in  the  gemrnll  arttde 
of  amhertj  fer  all  tfitngs  done  in  relation  unto  ftus 
warrc,  and  the  articles  for  prouinces  ceded  by  Denmarl^ 
gioing  a  full  cnioymcnt  of  all  rights,  priuiledges,  ect,  unto 
all,  tfcbtles  Jine  rgnoiilef^  ecclfjtajfici  Jjue  feculares,  it 
cannot  be  denied  but  that  he  is  under  fomme  of  thoes  cha- 
ra^^ers ;  neucrthelcfr,  to  a\'oide  all  difputes,  wee  were 
defirous  to  have  him  put  in  by  name,  and  did  not  defift, 
but  upon  the  defires  of  the  SufiUfb  commiflTioners,  that 
we  would  fur  the  honour  of  SxLerier.y  rather  intercede  for 
him  when  wee  ^vcntto  Sfochh-Jm-y  then  particularly  to  no- 
minate him  ;  and  a  letter  nas  frnt  from  the  queenc  and 
fenate,  promifing  that  he  fh.-^uld  abtol  jtely  be  reflorcd  to 
his  liberty,  and  enjoyment  of  all  he  had,  \\\yyr\  oar  requcft 
when  wee  Ihould  coiuc  thither.  My  collogues  not  going, 
I  took  the  follicitin^  of  that  bufinelTe  upon  mec,  being 
fullv  furnifhed  wiili  powers  rj  fpcakc  from  tl.cm  as  from 
myfclf;  I  dcfircd  the  perform  ince  of  the  trciuy,  in  rela- 
tion unto  Jiim,  and  the  promife  made  to  us.  Many  ex- 
cufcs  were  found,  as  that  it  was  a  diHionour  totheire  dead 
king,  to  rclcafc  a  man  who  me  he  had  thought  dcfcrucd 
tobcpunifhed  and  Im^rlfoned,  and  that  a  man  of  fuch 
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eminence,  might  be  a  dangerous  enimy  unto  their  crowne,. 
if  he  wer€  let  at  liberty,  after  hauing  bih  eicafperated  bf 
Idng  hard*  ufage.  Wee  thought  the  alicaging  of  ftidi 
reafons,  fonrfrndthinge  onfeaibnable  aft^  the  treaty  con* 
eluded,  whearein  he  was  comprehended,  and  the  promiiv 
glin^n  for  his  releafe ;  and  befides,  that  the  dead  king 
could  not  be  difhonounsd,  by  releafing  a  mem  in  time  o(? 
pk^ace,  whome  he  had  thought  fit  to  imprifon  in  time  of 
warre ;  nor  could  atiy  thing  be  tMrt  for  theire  feputatkm^ 
as  thentfelues  h^x^onfcflbd,  before  ditf  peace  was  m»lb^ 
then  that  we^  (houtd  make  that  our  recjutfft,  whidi  by  vir- 
tue of  the  tnSafy,  could  be  enforced;  unto  which  wasadded^ 
that  he  whoe  hath  bifi  confined  to  his  bed,  by  a  long,  an^ 
as  is  thought  incurable  fickneffe,  contradled  by  thishis  im- 
prifonement,  could  in  noe  way  be  apprehended  by  S^f^ 
fiin  V  neither  wa^  any  thing  more  contrary  toreafon,  and  . 
jufiice,  then  to  make  the  iniuryes  hitherto  ofibfed  unto 
him,  the  giV)und^  of  continuing  them.  When  I  foumi 
all  this  failed,  I  added,  that  though  I  could  not  fay,  I 
had  any  inftrucStions  from  the  King,  to  fpeake  of  this,  or 
any  other  bufineffe,  I  could  as  a  priuate  man  (I  pretend^ 
ing  then  to  noe  publike  character)  informe  them,  that  at. 
I  had  heard  this  Count  had  euer,  with  great  eafnefineffe^ 
forucd  his  majcfty  of  England,  adhcarcd  clofely  to  his^ 
and  the  late  king,  his  fathers  party,  and  was,  as  I  heard^ 
much  confidcred  by  him  ;  that  I  did  doubt,  the  detaining 
him  contrary  to  the  treaty,  and  promife  gtuen,  would  b* 
difiikcd  and  refcnted  by  his  majefty ;  and  on  the  othd* 
iidb,  if  his  liberty  were  granted  upon  this  confidevation,  i 
ykQ\ild  Wave  all  others,  and  cndeauour  to  reprefent  it^  foe 
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aj  hit  mijefty  mlghi  receauc  it^as  a  lundi^e  and  ctiailicf 
t}icw(?d  tiriro  himfelf :  iut  alt  h  in  Htffiif.  if  if  ti^fy  Wr*^ 
thry  haut  a  mind  1 9  fitdj^mt  hungry  foldi^n  and  r^^/v.'! 
tiin  with  kii  rjfafr  ;  and  I  am  afFraide,  that  if  hb  ma^ 
jc%  doth  nul  inti;rpole  hb  authorirf^  thcf  will  euilce  a 
prey  of  hinif  which  I  doc  dciirc  your  lofdiKip  fo  reprefeftf 
imco  hi«  nmjeAy.  I  ccmfe^e,  the  alkaging  of  the  laft  u* 
gumtntp  mi^ht  UhA  fommcthing  ftrangely  (torn  me  i  but 
I  did  not  cmrct  if  I  could  hayc  done  the  buGncQc  bjr  it* 
I  hclieire  y<tijr  lurdfhtpj  and  many  i«hrr  lord* of  the  cowii* 
cell,  may  very  well  remember  this  perfon,  whoc  is  cer- 
taincly  of  eminence,  to  deferue  prote£tion  in  his  misfor- 
tune ;  his  fufferings  hauc  bin  a  full  propitiation  for  his 
errors ;  his  owne  mader,  whoe  was  moft  oiFended  by  him, 
}>ardons  him,  dcfires  his  liberty,  and  I  doe  not  think,  theire 
is  one  perfon  In  all  theis  parts,  that  doth  notpitty  him,  un- 
Icffc  it  be  thoes  that  gape  for  hisconfifcation.  The  Frcnjh 
ambaffador  hath  the  fame  fence  of  this,  that  I  haue,  and 
doth  promife  to  rcprefent  it,  in  the  fame  manner,  to  the 
a)urt  of  France,  His  difcourfcs  are  much  more  hard  of 
it  then  mine,  though,  perhaps,  in  tenderncflc  of  the 
^ivedesy  his  relations  will  be  more  gentle.  I  think  my 
fclf  obliged  toaddc  a  fewe  words  of  a  thing,  concerning 
n^yfclf,  which  I  hear,  is  much  fpokcn  of  at  ff^i/ehaU  : 
which  is,  that  in  this  treaty,  I  haue  eucr  leaned  too 
much  to  the  party  of  Sweden,  and  bin  too  hard  againft 
Dt'ptruari^y  of  which,  perhaps  fomme  part  may  be  true  ; 
but  this  is  true  alfoc,  that  my  con(^ant  orders  were,  to 
uj^iold  the  king  of  Stvedens  intereft,  as  much  as  I  could; 
find  by  the  laft  orders,  that  I  rcreiued  from  the  councell 

in 
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in  April  were  to  cndcauour  to  procure  for  the  dokc  of 
Holfteiki^  the  full  bcticfite  of  the  Rojkyld  treaty;  which 
IS  the  point  ths|t  pinfheth  the  ntoft  of  any  upon  the  king  of 
Denmark,  as  he  himfelf  hnth,  told  f^e,  with  fomme  kind 
of  complaint.  Befidcs,  my  bufincffe  here  was,  to  pro- 
cure the  peace,  and  to  be  againft  whoe  foeucr  fefufed  it, 
upon  the  tearms  agreed  at  the  Hague.  The  laft  fummcr, 
the  flop  was  plaincly  upon  the  Swedijh  fide,  and  I  did 
fo  preffe  then  upon  them,  that  I  had  hot  difputes  with 
general  Montague  about  it,  which  made  us  part  upon  un- 
frcindly  tearmes;  but  it  is  ccrtaine,  that  th3  king  of 
kwedtrty  a  littell  before  his  death,  did  incline  to  peace 
upon  thoes  tearmes;  fiiice  his  death,  the  fcnate  have 
wholly  aflented  unto  them)  the  ftop  hath  bin  only  ort 
the  Lianijh  fide ;  and  at  the  laft>  though  I  did  oppofe  the 
tioUanders^  who  would  have  impofed  Mr.  de  IVit  hit 
orders  upon  England ;  Franke  and  SibeJeny  I  did  obtaine 
the  abfolute  releafe  of  the  4odocrd  doUers  for  Denmark, 
and  feuerall  other  conditionis  more  gentle  for  that  king, 
t\ien  thocs  conteined  in  the  agreements  of  the  Hague,  ot 
m  the  proied,  ^hich  wai  J)refcnted  arid  preffcd  by  the 
Hollanders  ;  which  ¥fl]l  appeare,  by  a  note  I  haue,  of 
the  particular  points,  as  they  weaer  all  ^iccorded  bf  the 
Swedijh  commiffioncrs,  before  the  ambaflador  of  France, 
my  colleagqe,  or  any  of  the  Hollanders  knew  one  word 
of  them  ;  which  I  did  to  make  (hort  work  with  the  treaty, 
and  made  ufe  t)f  the  Hollanders  ftop  of  the  Suffedifl)  fti^pf, 
to  gaine  their  confent ;  which  I  defire  your  lordfhip  to 
make  knowne,  as  you  fliatl  have  ocafion,  or  find  it  nc- 
ceffary,  there  not  bemg  orie  tittle,  Ait  I  will' t«it  tcvra^wL 
Appendix.  C  vjv^'*'^ 
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ippcarc  to  ht  cmflly  true.  I  mliil  alfo  tonfeiTc,  tlitf 
king  of  Sweden  had  fuch  qualitycs,  at  I  tiid  luuc  and 
admire,  though  I  kncwc  his  errors  alfo,  J  had  incliiu-^ 
lions  to  fcnic  him»  as  farrc  as  mf  orders  gave  mc  IcauCf 
and  did  think  it  would  be  a  great  honour  to  mc,  to  due  a 
thing,  which  fuch  a  prince  fhoald  acknowledge  to  he  m\ 
obllgiition  ;  he  did  cxprttfc  a  fei>fc  of  it,  with  kindnc^, 
four  how  ers  before  his  dcBth,  which  I  thought  did  the 
inotc  oblige  me  to  continue  rhc  fame  ^ind^offices  unto  his 
ftrnne  ;  which  I  hope  neither  his  mnjefty,  nor  any  other 
wtU  d c fc r ui ng  pcrfon  will  think  an  error  in  me,  though 
the  Hollanders  Joe  rcprefcnt  it,  with  all  the  bittcrnciTc 
fiicy  can.  They  pretend  fauour  to  Denmark^  but  the 
true  reafon  of  thcire  choller  againft  mc,  is,  that  I  did 
oppofc  tliem  in  the  bufmcffc  of  Dronfheime,  and  Gluck^ 
ftadi  which  they  would  haue  extorted  from  Denmark^ 
upon  pretence  of  thcire  charges  in  this  warre  j  as  well  as 
thcire  other  defigncs  againft  Sweden^  which  are  foe  preiu- 
diciall  unto  Hnghitidy  as  I  Ihould  hauc  bin  a  very  ill  fcr- 
uant  to  my  country,  if  upon  frcindOu'p  and  familiarity, 
that  1  had  had  with  thcire  perfons,  I  had  not  thwarted. 
I  luue  troubled  your  lordfliip  whh  a  long  letter  ;  but  the 
nature  of  the  things  I  mention  is  fuch,  as  I  hope  willpcr- 
fwadc  you  to  pardon  mc  for  giuing  you  this  trouble.     I 

am 

Yjur  L:/rdJbips,  cct. 

C'.penhdgen^  July  14,  1660.  Alg.  Sydney. 

I  flvaJl  yet  adde  this,  that  if  his  majefty  is   not  yet  fa- 
tisticd  with  what  hath  bin  done  for  Denmark  by  us  hcare, 

tbeare 
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theare  lia  prefent  ocafion  of  qbliging^extreamly  thatcrownc. 
By  the  agreements  of  the  Hague j  ^Sweden  was  to  rctainc 
^11  the  plac^  and  prouinces,  granted  by  the  Rojkyld 
treaty,  except  Dronthelme,  Amongft  others^  there  was 
the  iland  of  Borneholmey  which  had  reuolted  from  the 
Swfdfy  and  killed  thcire  goueruor*  of  that  nation  ;  upon 
^he  engagement  of  the  kihg  of  Denmark,  iieuer  to  defert 
them,  nof  to  fufFcr  them  to  rctume  unto  the  dominion  of 
Sweden  t  rtcuerthcleflfe,  according  to  the  fayd  agreement, 
the  S'b&edes  ^cre  to  haue  it  dcliuered  to  them  ^  and  the 
king  of  Denmark  to  gaine  the  afliftance  of  England  znA 
hhlland^  had  obliged  himfelf  thereunto  ;  which  went  foe 
much  againd  his  hart>  that  I  bclieue,  he  would  haue  fuf<* 
fcred  much,  rather  theft  to  haue  performed.  To  cafe 
him  of  that  trouble^  wee  propofed  ixi  exchange  of  Gen- 
tleoiens  lands  in  Schomn  to  be  gioed  to  the  crowne  of 
Sweden  for  BffrnehoJmej  and  the  king  of  Denmark  to 
fatisfy  the  proprietors;  the  time  tcfcfu6di  for  making 
the  agreement;  was  iintill  Midfummer  comme  twelue- 
month;  but  it  is  inade  already  ;  the  king  of  Denmark  is 
t6  giue  as  much  land  as  commei  unto  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  th6fifai]fd  pounds  Aeflifig.  Now  if  the 
the  king  deiir^s  to  uphold  the  irftefcil  of  Denmarki  I  aim 
very  well  aiTuredy  he  may  caufe  this  land  to  be  remitted, 
and  the  way  is  this  ;  both  parties  v^ill  fue  to  his  Majefty, 
for  the  ratiBcation  of  the  treaty  here,  arid  the  guaranty  \ 
which  he  it  \tx  noe  kind  obliged  to  gtue,  and  may  refdfe 
onto  Sweden^  unlATe  the  land  to  be  giuen  for  Borne* 
holme^  be  remitted,  as  a  thing  extpi;^  from  Denmark  ia 
its  wciaknefle.     If  that  is  not  enouf^  l&%  ifii\^^^  'Kcac^ 
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mzkc  3  dcftnfiuc  alliapct  wlih  DfnmMfi^  to  affift  rtwj 
crownt,  if  it  he  iniiaded  by  Swrden^^m  3iiv  other;  an* 
becaufe  there  may  be  many  breaches  of  the  Itesiiy ,  which 
doc  not  amount  unto  an  inuafion  ;  there  may  be  a  ctattfe 
particulariy  infcrted,  *hich  may  have  the  force  of  a  gua- 
lanty  of  ihh  treat}'  unto  Brnmarkt  which  will  be  a  vcrr 
uncafy  pofture  to  Swfdfhj  to  find  Dfnmark  fccunrd  hj 
the  guaranty,  and  itfelf  excluded;  Beildcs,  afs  th!f  rreaiy 
doth  notgiue  much  faUsfa^ion  in  Hbiiani^  thcj  will  ht 
gild  of  a  pretence^  not  to  ratify  the  guaranty  given  by  rhe?r 
miniftcrs;  there  cannot  be  a  better^  then  tb  fbllowe  the 
example  of  England y  and  would  be  glad  of  any  ocaiion 
to  prcflc  hard  upon  Sweden;  befides,  that  as  things 
now  ftand,  they  will  doc  any  things  thathis  majcfty  fliall 
dcfirc,  and  both  together  will  obtainc  fh>m  Sweden  what- 
foeucr  they  pleafe  ;  the  fenatc  knowing  very  VfeWy  that  if 
England  or  Holland  be  againft  them,  and  the  other  not 
for  them,  they  will  be  in  great  danger  of  loofing  whatfb- 
ever  they  hold,  on  this  fide  the  fca.  I  do  not  only  pro- 
pofc  this,  but  will  pawne  my  life  and  reputation  upon  it, 
that  if  his  majefty  will  giue  me  the  powers  that  arc  requi- 
site, I  will  cffe6l  it;  and  if  his  majefty  is  not  contented 
with  this,  I  have  difcoucred  foe  much  of  theaffairesot 
thcis  parts,  that  if  your  lordihip  doe  command'me,  I  will 
(liew  the  way,  how  to  driue  the  naile  a  good  deale  fiir- 
fhcr,  and  not  llop,  untiH  you  flinll  fay  it  is  enough  ;  and 
that  which  will  help  us  in  this  bufmeffe,  is,  the  opinion 
Sweden  will  hauc,  that  thete  is  an  intention  of  quarrel- 
ling with  thcni,  for  which  they  knowe,  haue  given  occa- 
sion cntn^,  ftwie  ^Jbfc  igcaL<»  wa>  concluded ;  and  upon 

anv 
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any  tcarmcs,  they  muft  auoid  that.  I  will  cither  {{ty  for 
an  anfweare  unto  the  letters,  I  write  at  this  time,  or  not, 
according  to^wt^t  I  (hall  heare  from  your  lordlhip,  s^ 
jjiy  other  friendes^  when  I  comme  to  Hamburgh. 


Algernon  Sydnky  ;to  his  Father  Robert  Earl  op 
Leicester. 

My  Lordf 
MY  colleague,  and  I  did  take  ^lyr  leaues  ycdcrday,  of 
,thc  king  of  Devmari.  He  is  now  ready  to  ecnbarque  for 
England.  According  to  the  diredions,  1  haue  receaued 
from  your  lordihip,  I  am  taking  my  way  by  Hamburgh 
and  Holland,  I  doe  not  yet  very  well  k^noiwe^  in  what 
place  I  (hall  ftay,  untUl  I  heare  farther  from  England. 
I  did  hopey  thait  upon  fuch  occafionyB  ^  Ihoei,  that  haue 
lately  befallen  me,  yo^r  lordfliip  would  haue  bup  pleafo) 
to  icnd  mc  fosnmc  commands  and  advife,  how  $o  4ifpofe 
iof  my  felf,  more  particularly  then  bf  fuch  a  <one»  as  I 
had  feni  ouer  with  letters.  My  coi|es^pe  will  infarme 
your  fordihip  of  as  many  partictdars  as  you  will  be  ooo^ 
tented  to  kno^ve.  I  fliall  from  Hamburgh  giuc  notice 
whcare  I  will  b^^  untiU  I  heare  farther  firoi|il  En^nd. 
I  am 

ir9ur  Lord/bips,  cct 
Cofenhagin^  July  22,  1669.  Alg.  9fjihtf 


C  ^  X\.^>%^ 
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Algeekon  Sydkev  /J  th  F^afArr  Rosiet  Eaml  or 

I^ErCESTER. 

My  L&rdi 
1  DID  tlic  kft  wcckc  write  unto  your  lordfhip 
frorp  tldm^urgh,  I  am  now  aduanced  four  d^rrcs 
fouthward  to  Franhfc^t-  WhiUft  my  employment  in 
Dinmark  and  Sweilrn^  did  continue,  I  could  fomettmes 
giue  your  lordihip  account  ofbufineiTe;  I  cin  now  far 
littell  more  then  of  places.  WhilcO  I  pafle  unknovrne, 
all  things  arc  unknownc  unto  me  \  bcfides  the  'vrant  of 
language  hinders  me  from  conucrfmg  vyith  thoes  ordinary 
p^ple  I  trauaile  wifti.  This  want  hath  euer  fincc  I  left 
Englaiidy  forced  me  to  make  ufe  of  Frenjh  and  Latlncy 
whcarcby  I  haue  rccoucred  fomething  of  what  I  had  for- 
gotten of  the  one,  and  learnt  a  littell  more  then  I  knew 
of  the  other;  the  firrt  ferucs  me  amongft  pcrfons  of  qua- 
lity ;  tlic  other  helps  mc  to  the  cpnuerfatjon  of  prices, 
whoe,  in  all  the  countrycs  that  I  haue  paffjpd  through, 
arc  the  moft  ignorant  people  that  euer  I  met  wi;th  of  that 
profcffion,  except jng  that  moft  pf  them  fpcake'  a  littell 
Zrfl//wr.  The  moft  eminent  men  amopgft  them,  Icarnc 
to  undcrftand  Englijh  \  their  Ijhraryes  are  fi^ll  of  Baxter, 
Burr9ugi?csj  and  other  EngliJh  puritanc  fermon  book?, 
and  out  of  them  they  preach.  I  was  acquainted  with  one 
BrokmaHj  in  Denmark^  who  had  bin  iq  England;  he 
hath  all  the  books  of  that  kind,  that  I  think  haue  commc 
out  thcis  twenty  yearcs ;  knowes  nothing  but  what  he 
Icarncs  by  rote  out  of  them,  and  by  thcirc  help  is  grown 

foe 
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foe  eminent,  that  about  tow  moncths  fince,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  bed  bifhoprick  in  Denmarky  next  to  that  of 
Rojkyld.  The  Townc  of  Hamburgh  is  ^xcedingly  en- 
creafcd  fince  your  lordfhip  faw  it,  and  the  fortifications 
«pon  which  they  were  at  work  then,  and  fiuc  and  twenty 
yeares  after  it,  are  now  perfected,  and  as  is  fayed  are 
now  as  good  as  nny  in  the  world.  I  neuer  faw  any  thing 
like  it.  The  beft  that  are  in  Italy ^  which  arc  fo  highly 
commended,  look  like  lines  caft  up  in  a  /light,  te  defend 
a  campe,  in  comparifon  of  theis.  It  confifts  of  one  and 
twc!ity  buUwerks,  all  alike,  except  four  towards  a  marfh« 
encompaffcd  by  the  Elbe^  where  an  cnimy  can  neither 
land,  lye,  nor  make  any  approach.  They  are  lelfe,  the 
others  of  the  full  prop<jrtion  of  Le  Gand  RoyalL  Tow 
of  them  haue  caxemates  of  earth,  which  though  of  faf- 
cines,  are  thought  the  beft.  Betweenc  euery  paire  of 
baflions,  and  before  each  port,  arc  veiy  good  graiieliner. 
In  the  moil  fufpeded  places,  are  tow  homework^,  the  one 
fmgle,  the  other  double.  They  haue  a  vaft  proportion  of 
artillery,  ammunition,  vidualls,  aivl  all  things  aeceflary 
for  a  long  liege.  That  they  abhorre  warre,  thetre  motto 
is,  Da  pacem  domino  in  diebus  no/Iris.  Whcnfocucr 
they  are  triglifcd,  they  wilt  buy  their  peace.  The  king 
of  Denmark  knowes  it,  and  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  pre* 
p<ircs  to  get  a  good  fumme  of  mony  from  them.  Lukeck 
decaycs  dayly,  which  is  by  all  men  attributed  t4  thein 
Jit  fieri  eJJ'e  in  matters  of  religion^  in  admitting  none  to  itnt 
amongfi  them  but  Lutherans.  That  townc  is  ftrong,  but 
not  like  Hamburgb.  I  left  the  <)ueene  Chriftiana^  at 
Hamburgh^  with  a  deiign  of  going  into  Sweden^  bcfote.  vVv't 
C  4  <^sc«: 
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time  of  tlic  diet,  whicji  is  to  begitine  the  ^z  of  rhii 
moi>tth|  at  Sisckh^Ime.  She  is  thought  to  hmuc  gitat 
dcfigncs,  of  which  e^jcry  one  Judge*  according  to  their 
humour.  Some  thinke  fhec  will  pretend  to  the  crowne, 
others  that  Ihc  would  be  contented  wiih  the  regency ;  and 
the!  re  dofh  no|  want  thoes  that  fay  fliee  is  employed  from 
^dffifi  to  fowe  diuifions  in  Swrden^  and  to  make  ufe  of 
the  prince  A4&lfh  his  difcontcnt,  others  to  marry  him* 
I  haue  conuerfcd  a  good  deale  with  hir,  and  doe  not  be^ 
lieue  a  word  of  all  this.  She  h^th  a  gf«^t  averfion  to  the 
^inccAt/oiph,  thinks  him  not  to  he  trufted  with  any 
thing,  nor  capable  of  any  great  bufinelTe.  When  (he 
refigncd  the  crowne,  (hpe  did  publiquely  aduifc  the  fcnate, 
not  to  admittc  that  prihce  qnto  the  crowne,  in  cafe  hi% 
brother  ftiould  dye  without  fonns,  he  being  unfit  for  go- 
vernment, of  an  euil  nature,  and  of  underftanding  noe 
'yvayes  able  to  bear  fuch  a  weight ;  upon  which,  by  an 
a6l  of  the  fenate,  confirmed  by  the  fuccceding  diet,  it 
was  declared  that  the  Crowne  fhould  defcend  only  to  the 
heirs  male  of  the  king's  boddy,  and  thoes  failing,  the 
^wcr  of  eleflion  to  reuert  unto  the  fenate  and  diet. 
This  is  the  obflruftion  unto  prince  Adolph  his  pretention 
to  be  conflable,  left,  that  he  hauing  the  power  of  the 
militia  in  his  hands,  might  cither  attempt  fommething  to 
the  prciudice  of  the  young  king,  or  if  he  died,  ftrengthen 
his  owne  pretentions.  Notwithftanjing  this,  he  did 
write  to  the  queene  Chrijiinay  earneftly  endeauouring  to 
engage  hir,  and  offering  great  feruiccs,  if  fliee  would  fa- 
vour him.  The  contents  of  this  letter  were  reported  to 
me,  and  I  faw  the  anfwearc,  which  if  he  is  not  abfo- 
•  ^  lutely 
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Jutdf  out  c^  his  wittSy  will  take  from  him  sdl  hope  of 
aduanCagt'froin  hir.     Adajrortow  before  I  caine  from 
Hamburgh^  talking  with  hir  of  the  opinions  people  bad 
of  hir  pretentions  to  the  crowne^  or  regeney ;  (he  told  roe 
plainely,  then  was  but  one  place  for  hir  in  Sweden,  snd 
hauing  rejigned  that^  fhe  c^ld  neither  pretend  agaim 
unto  ity  nor  content  hirfeif  with  any  other.     I  doe  not  be- 
^teue  this  barely  becaufc  fhee  fayed  \t  (for  I  am  in  this 
yeares  employment  growne  much  leffe  credulous  then  I 
was)  but  becaufe  the  impoffibility  of  efFeding  any  thing  is 
toQ  plaine^  that  (hee  whoe  hath  a  great  deale  of  wit,  and^ 
as  good  counccll  as  any  is  perhaps  in  Europe j  can  not  but 
fee  it.     For  befides  the  auerfion  that  is  to  her  religion, 
and  the  littell  appearance  that  the  iealous  Swedes  would 
giue  credit  to  hir  change,  if  ftie  left  it,  the  fenate  and 
nobility  like  noe  gouernment  foe  well,  as  while  the  kings 
are  in  minority  ;  for  now  they  haue  the  power  in  their 
own^  hands,  whear^as  before  they  depended  upon  tho 
will  of  a  king,  and  will  more  hardly  be  brought  to  inno^ 
uate  any  thing  perhaps,  then  when  theire  laft  king  was 
liuing*     Theis  and  many  other  reafons,  doe  conuinoe 
jne,  that  hir  only  bufineffe  is  to  procufe  of  the  diet,  the 
fettlement  of  hir  yearely  reuenue  of  t|ro  hundred  thoufand 
doUers,  referued  at  her  relignationi  of  which  for  thds 
la  (I  fower  yeeres  ibe  receaucd  but  the  tenth  part ;  and 
this  being  done,  to  return  to  Rome^  wheare  (hee  hath 
great  dcfigncs,  of  which  I  may  fppake  more  hereafter; 
and  there  (hee  intends  to  liue  and  dye.     The  French 
amba(rador  hath  order  to  ferue  hir  as  much  as  he  can, 
gnd  (hee  hath  been  perfwaded  to  ftay  at  Havxh^kx^^^i^- 
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iHl  Ite  cmM  hnue  nn  ;kn(mtne  to  the  Ictto'i  I>c  wrfl  i 
^fsMolmft  concerning  hir  reception  ;  iwhkh  catitkin  wa 
very  nc«flaiTy ;  for  though  aJl  the  principal]  peifomt  < 
thr  fenatc,  owe  thcirc  foitunes  to  hir;  no  m^n  cjti  tin- 
dcrukc,  that  if  fticc  iliould  goc  thither^  «iih<  <ir  Jomine 
engagement  for  hir  fecurit]^  ftcc  ma?  not  paiic  riw  rrfl 
of  hir  life  i«  fomc  caftSc  of  Sweden,  tnilcftd  of  fur  paUdcs 
St  Rcmr,  The  iirft  country  that  I  entered  in  my  paif- 
fjge  from  Hamburgh^  was  the  duke  of  Lutttnhurghi. 
ft  extends  itfclf  aboue  twenty  Dutch  miles  in  length, 
that  WAV  which  wcc  came,  but  is  extrcamcly  barren  in 
all  rcfpcc^s,  as  bad  as  the  worft  parts  of  Swedt-n  ;  no- 
thing is  thcirc  X9  be  fcenc,  but  heath,  fand,  and  bQ;rgs, 
littcU  gralVc,  and  Icfic  cornc.  He  hath  fcuenill  furtiticd 
places,  but  none  pood  ;  and  Zr//,  the  place  of  his  reiir 
dcncc,  is  noc  whit  better  then  the  rcll.  Titcrc  arc  of 
that  family,  four  bmtherj.,  tow  by  one  wife,  and  tow  bv 
by  another.  The  eldol^  of  each  bed,  arc  goucrning 
princes.  Each  of  tiiem  pay  pcnfions  to  thcirc  cadets. 
One  of  the  latter  fort,  I  hauc  knownc  in  Dfnmnrk  ;  he 
is  a  papil^,  and  pretends  to  a  red  hat.  The  other  mar- 
riv^i  t)u*  princelTc  S^phiay  and  being  a  man  m  bctrcr 
p.i)ts  then  the  others,  <kKh  goucrne  them  much  for  the 
prefent,  and  i^- likely  to  inhcrite  all  their  ftatcs,  they 
{\ii:ln2  nv^  children.  From  thence  wee  cair.c  into  the 
territory  oi  B^un^xickf^  which  is  a  vcr^*  qc^.'d  country, 
>vrv  like  the  belt  pjrts  of  Huntir^^rcrL/h'-f,  but  the 
p^v^plc  are  poore  anvl  miferable  ;  tl\e  deuaftations  cjufed 
by  the  long  warrc  not  being  yet  recouercd,  of  which,  I 
thinks  the  ^riivri^  U  caufc,  is  the  princes  continuing  in 

time 
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time  of  peace,  the  fimie  bur^hcnN  that  were  layd  upon 
them  by  the  foldicry.  The  buildings  in  each  of  thoe« 
countrycs,  arc  poore,  bcggcrly,  and  tumc  black  and  fculc 
with  fmoake,  ivhich  hath  noe  paiTage  to  goe  our,  but 
what  it  Rnds  through  chinks  and  crannjes.  Monjagh 
and  Norfholmcj  principall  townes  of  this  territory,  de- 
ilroyed  by  Tillyy  in  the  warre,  in  the  yeare  1622,  when 
the.dukc  of  BrunfwUke  fided  with  the  king  of  Denmark, 
haue  not  yet  rccoucrcd  themfelues.  The  old  duke  is 
ftill  liuing,  being  now  fourfoore  and  three  yeares  old. 
Our  next  rcmouc  wa?  to  Cajfely  the  refidence  of  the  CaU 
vtnijl  line  of  the  landgraues  of  Heffe,  The  caftlc  doth 
pucrk>oke  a  riuer  like  upto  the  Trent  at  Notinghaniy  and 
a  plaine  towards  the  fouth,  like  unto  that  which  lyes  be- 
tween Notingkam  and  Leictfter,  On  the  north  is  a 
gentle  rifing  ground,  of  a  very  good  foile,  for  about  a 
mile  ;  the  fight  that  way »  is  terminated  by  fteeper  hills, 
and  woods,  which  extend  three  pr  four  Dutch  miles. 
The  towne  is  diftinguifhed  into  tow  parts,  both  very 
Arong,  efpecially  that  which  they  call  the  new.  The 
grcatefl  fault  I  find  in  the  works  is,  that  the  falfe  braye, 
which  (hould  look  ouer  the  counterfcarp,  and  defend  that 
and  the  country  beyond  it,  is  fo  lowe,  as  to  be  of  noe  ufe 
but  to  cleare  the  fiitch.  There  arc  alibe  old  faihioned  cafe- 
menCs  of  (lone,  as  lowe  as  the  falfe  braye,  which,  as  I 
think,  are  of  noe  ufe  at  all.  From  thence  wc  entered 
the  other  part  of  Heffe,  gouerned  by  the  Luthercn  line 
of  the  lantgraues,  under  the  name  of  landgraue  of  Arme^ 
Jiaty  of  the  fame  family  as  the  others.  I  faw  nothing 
.  here  that  was  remarkable.     The  townes  att.  yact^  vnjJl 
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Germany.  Here  are  the  firft  vineyards  that  wc  hauc 
met  with-,  except  tow  oi'  three  littcll  ftragling  ones  in  the 
Lantgrave  tA  Heffe  d'ArfhJhiits  dOtitttty/  'The  aire  and 
climate  is  here  much  m6re  fweet  and  gentle  tli^n  the 
dthcfrs  that  wc  haue  pafled  through,- which  is  feenebV 
the  fruites  that  are  in  great  abondancc,  anu  good,  but  cf 
noe  kind  that  is  not  ordinary.  The  wine  made  here,  to 
mc,  fcemcs  good  ;  but  it  is  fmall  and  defpifed  by  th^ 
good  drinkers,  wlioc  content  themfelues  with  none  but 
that  of  the  Rhine,  This  townc  is  groat  and  fine,  and' 
when  the  works  are  perfected,  will  be  very  ftrong.  They 
work  very  hard  upon  them,  and,  it  is  thought,  this  ycarc, 
ind  part  of  the  next  fummer,  will  complcat  them.  I  was 
ycfterday  informed  by  fome  perfons  of  quality^  that  fir 
Kenehne  Digby  had  bin  here  for  many  R^on4)s,.and  went 
tiroro  herkfe  about  a  yeare  iince.  H«  weiH  uDder  thf 
aime  of  earle  Digiy,  admiral  ^f  the  Brittijbftz%^  atlcf 
cfhancellof  to  the  queeiie  of  England,  beaten  out  of  his 
country,  with  the  reft  of  the  king's  parly,  of  which  he 
liad  bin.  He  caufed  his  book  de  carporibusy  or  4U  immor^ 
ralitaie  animi^  and  fome  others,  to  be  here  printed  ;  and 
j]frctcndcd  to  be  the  firft  inventor  of  the  fympatheticall^ 
[lowdcr,  and  magncticke  cures,  of  wounds  and  difcafcs; 
When  he  went  from  that  townc,  ho  tookc  upon,  him  an- 
other pcrfonage,  and  pafling  through  places  ia  alliance 
with  Sweden,  pretended  to  be  an  anibaffador  of  that 
cfrowne  into  Enghnd^  and  was  belieMed^TiinuU  €vtytc£tht 
counts  of  Limheady  a  man  of  ooeof  the  principfiU  fami- 
lycs  in  Stvedin^  who  lyes  now  ill  tkisiho^fe,  and  told  mic 
the  (lory,  did  retftlfy  themiAxOc^;  inrfbrafting  «h^m,  that 
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friend  of  his  waitcs  upon  your  lordAiip,  I  dcfirc  you  will, 
be  pleafod  to  fauour  them^  and  let  them  know  what  i. 
haue  written  for  him# 


Algernon  Sydney  /^A/V  Father  RodiRT  Eare  oi»' 
Leicester^ 

My  Lordy 
I  THINK  the  coundell  given  vh  by  ail  my  frelndi  i0 
ieepe  out  of  England  for  a  whiUy  doth  too  cleanly  of- 
peare  to  have  bin  goody  by  the  ujage  my  companions  ha*ve 
already  receavedy  and  perhaps  will  be  yet^  further  Verified 
by  what  they  will  find.  Nothing  doth  feeme  more  cer'-i 
taine  to  mey  then  that  I  muji  either  have  procured  my 
fafetyy  by  fuch  meanes  asjir  Arthur  Hafelrig  is  fayed  /# 
havt  ufed:  or  runne  the  fortune  of  fomme  others y  whot 
have  fhewed  themf elves  more  refolute.  I  hope  my  being 
here,  will  in  a  fhort  time  (hewe,  that  the  place  was  not 
ill  chofen,  and  that,  befides  the  liberty,  and  quiet,  which 
is  generally  granted  to  all  perfons  here,  I  may  be  ad* 
mittcd  into  that  companVi  the  knowledge  of  which  will 
very  well  recompencc  my  ioume.  I  was  extrcamely  un- 
willing to  ftay  in  Hamburghy  or  any  place  in  Germanyy 
finding  myfclf  too  apt  to  fjill  too  deepc  into  melancholly, 
if  I  have  neither  bufineflc,.nor  company,  to  divert  me  ^ 
and  I  have  fuch  an  averfion  to  the  converfationy  and  en- 
tertainewents  of  that  count ryy  that  if  I  had  ftayed  in  it,  I 
mull  have  lived  as  a  hermite,  though  in  a  gopu^ous  citty. 
i  am  here  well  enough  at  eafc,  and  believe  I  may  Q$pf}^ 
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tenttero  di  San  Plelro,  and  he  i3  fick,  oW,  and  decripitc. 
Mr.  Som'irfet  is  ftill  here,  a  canon  of  San  Pietro^  but 
lictell  efiieefkied.  Cardinal  Francufco  Barbarini  is  very 
littel  changed  flnce  I  formerly  faw  him.  Though  he  is 
old^  he  is  foe  frefh  and  ftrong^  as  to  be  likely  to  live 
many  yfeirc^.     As  many  as  I  live,  I  (hall  be 

Tnur  LordJhifSy  cct.  "" 

koma^  Nov.  19-29,  1660.  Alg.  Sydney. 


Algernon  Sydney  to  Us  Father  ItoBERT  Earl  of 
Leicester. 

My  Lord; 

THOUGH  it  is  long  fince  I  heard  from  your  lordfhip, 
and  die  coiiteiits  of  the  lad  letter  I  receaued  were  fuch, 
^s  gUvc  me  littell  expedation  of  having  others  ;  or  rea- 
Ibh  to  think  mine  would  be  acceptable  unto  you ;  I 
eAeeme  it  my  duty  to  continue  writin|;,  untill  I  doe  by 
fomme  more  indubitable  teftimony  find  your  lordfliip  hath 
foe  farre  reied^ed  me,  as  to  be  unwilling  to  heare  of  me, 
or  my  concemements.  I  have  at  this  time  very  littell 
to  fay  of  either.  I  chofe  this  {dace,  as  that  wherein  I 
might  mod  certainely  difentangle  myfelf  of  all  bufinefle. 
I  fought  nothing  here  but  reft,  and  good  company.  I 
find  reafofi  to  hope,  I  may  enioy  the  one  without  molefta* 
tion,  and  /  dee  not  knewe,  wheatber  any  place  in  the 
tuorld  doth,  afford  the  other  in  greater  perfe^ion,  then 
ibat  fjobich  I  here  meet  with.  I  defire  to  knowe  whea- 
tber your  Iord(hip  hath  the  hiftory  of  the  councell  ^^ 
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prevaile,  the  and  pope,  confiftory,  riot  undertaking  to  deter- 
mine a  controverfy>  that;  after  long  difputCy  was  thought 
too  difficult  for  the  couricell  of  Trent.  The  king's  piety, 
and  minifters  zeale,  are  both  commended,  and  foe  the 
bufineffe  is  like  to  reft. 

I  doe  riot  hearc  that  Mr.  *  Colbert^  fertt  hither  by  the 
king  of  France y  to  fupport  the  interefts  of  the  diikes  of 
Parma  and  Modena^  is  likely  to  have  arty  great  fucceffe ;' 

*  At  Rome,  he  acquired  his  tafte  in  the  polite  arts,  in  Holland  his  (kill 
in  manufaftures  and  cornmcrcc,  to  the  amazing  benefit  of  his  country,  and 
The  genuine  honour  of  his  mailer ;  nor  were  the  perfecutions,  dragoonings,. 
maflacrcs,  pra£lilcd  in  France  till  after  his  death. 

.^    Fino  da  i  tempi  del  Boccaccio  ufarono  i  Fiorcntini  avcre  at  loro 

flipendj  uomini  dotti,  e  artefici  eccellenti ;  fia  per  compagni  nella  amenita 
de.i  loro  ftudj,  .come  per  I'educazione  dcllc  loro  fami^lic. 

Cofimo  dci  Medici,  detto  Padre  dclia  Patria,  ebbe  rArciropoIo  e  Mar- 
niio  Ficino,  uomiui  dotiiflimi,  c  fpccialmcnce  nelle  lettere  greche. 

Pieroebbc  Leonardo  Areiino,  il  Poliziino  e  !i  Poggio.  Lorenzo  ebbe 
jl  La  fear  i,  il  Tarcagnotta,  il  Gaza,  Giorgio  di  Trabizonda,  France  fco 
Fiielfo,  e  finalmentc  Michel-angelo,  il  quale  conduflfe  la  Pittut-a,  la  Scultura, 
e  1' ArchiifCttui^  a  qneUa  peifezione,  a  cui  Giotto,  Donatello,  c  Brunellcfco 
Icavevano  incaminate. 

E  Leon  X,  figli(J^o  di  Lorenzo,  fii,  quanto  al  favorire  i  Lettcrati  c  Pro- 
felTori  di  qudunqvc  arte  liberaiC)  TAuguflo  de  i  tempi  fuof. 

Qucfto  ingcnuo  fuffo  di  mantenere  ncllc  Famiglie  dei  Grand!,  come  dci 
privati  Ciuadini,  (bggetti  cofpicui,  A  &  fempre  coftumato  dal  primo  rifor- 
gcrc  dellc  belle  difcipline,  ed  ancor  li  coftuma  per  tutta  Italia.  £  qucllo 
che  ^  pii^  mirabile,  lo  coflamarono  anco  Donne  d'altoaffare,  come  la  famofa 
Marchefa  dt*  Pefcara»  la  Marchefa  del  VaAo,  la  Conteila  Gambara,  la 
iJncheflfa  di  Urbino,  prinu  Protcttricc  di  llaffaele,  c  molte  piu,  (celebrate 
dair  Ariofto,  e  da  iltri  Autori  Italiani)  forfe  perrh^  mancava  lore  quella 
occupazione,  che  fi  ^  introdotta  dopo  dci  Cicifbei. 

Vio  !sl  nobile  ed  elegante  fu  dlpoi  ^dottato  gradualmente  da  altre  Nazioni 
a  raifura  che  il  fipere  «'«iid6propagando  tr%  loro ;  ma  da  niuno  conmaggior' 
fervorc  quanto  dal  Magnanimo  Francefco  I,  Re  di  Francia:  e  Colbert^ 
minidro  della  maggior  capacita,  anlitiaeftntd  dai  viaggi,  ch'ei,  controil 
folito  dei  fuoi  compatriotti,  fece  per  I'Europa,  perfuafe  anco  Luigi  XI II I 
d*adottarlo. 

Decamerone  di  GioUanne  Boccaccio.  In  Londra,  preflb  Giou- 
annc  Nourfe,  1762,  in  quarto. — In  the  notes,  by  the  learned 
e4ttor  Vintcnzio  M.^rtinelH. 
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Thocs  of  the   Frenjb  fad!ion  diflike  this,  but  that  is  not 
very  much  confidered.      I  am, 

Tour  LordJhipSf  tic. 

Roma^  December  1% — 22,  1660.  Alg.  Sydney. 


Algernon  SyoNEY  to  his  /vri/A^r  RobIvRt  Earl  of 
JLeicestei^. 
My  Lordy 
I  WRITE  to  your  lordfliip  rommetymes  becaufc  I 
am  not  forbidden ;  not  often,  becaufe  I  am  neither  com- 
tnandyd,  nor  have  reafon  to  think  that  diligence  would 
be  acceptable  unto  you.  Here  is  newes -enough  for  thocs 
chat  feek  much,  very  littell  for  me  that  feeke  none.  The 
bulineiTe  of  Parma  is  now  decided;  the  pope  hath 
declared  it  to  be  efcheated  to  the  Camera  AfoftoUca. 
Many  here  thought  fomme  way  would  have  been  found 
to  inveft  one  of  the  nephewes  with  thoes  dutchycs.  The 
generoiity  of  that  omiflion  is  much  applauded.  His  ho- 
linefle  hath  not  appeared  publickely  at  any  of  the  cere- 
monyes  this  Chrijimas.  Somme  fay  he  is  really  fick  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  within  a  ihort  time  another  fucceflc^ 
muft  be  prouided  for  St.  Peeter.  Others  think  it  is  only 
unwillingneffe  to  be  foUicited  in  the  bufineiTes  of  Parma 
and  Modena  in  which  he  is  refolued  to  doe  nothing.  I 
belieue  the  latter  opinion  is  the  trueft,  unto  which  may 
perhaps  be  added  a  good  meafure  of  melancholly,  from 
which  cuill  the  triple  crowne  doth  not  defend  him.  I 
went  yefterday  with  a  cardinal  to  the  palace,  and  wi<K 
D  2  ^ss«^s^ 
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fiiitablc  to  my  age  or  humour.  Ncucrthelcflc  I  hauc 
not  omitted  them  all ;  particularly  I  thought  the  funcrall 
obfequies  of  Innocent  jhe  Tenths  which  are  annually  cele- 
brated, worth  feeing,  and  yefterday  was  prefent  at  tbcra 
in  the  popes  chappell,  fcaucn  and  tl^irty  cardinals  being 
.prefent.  i  hauc  vifited-nine  or  ten  of  that  order,  fomme 
•of  them  the  moft  extraordinary  per fons  that  euer  I  met 
•with,  others  equall  with  tlie  reft  of  the  world.  With 
fommc  I  pretend  only  the  performance  of  a  civility,  and 
.defire  only  a  littcU  knowledge  of  them  j  with  others  I 
fccke  a  ftreightcr  conuerfation,  and  by  frequent  vifits  cn- 
deauour  to  gaine  it.  The  tow  cardinally  Francejco  and 
Antonio  Barhariniy  are  very  much  changed  in  fortune, 
littell  in  perfon,  fincc  1  was  here  laft.  The  cardinal 
Chigi  is  a  young  man  of  good  countenance,  well  be- 
haued,  pleafant  humour,  good  wit,  but  mor6  a  friend  to 
^Icafure  then  bufinefle.  Sacchetti  and  Spadciy  arc  the 
tnoft  efteemed  for  ciuill  prudence,  and  i)eft  defcruing  to 
l)e  pope  ^  but  the  firft  hath  bin  twice  Tcpulfed,  and  the 
other  hath  fuch  a  multitude  of  nephewes,  that  though 
the  feat  were  vacant,  it  is  not  thought  that  either  of  them 
would  be  chofcn.  The  moft  learned  arc  fayed  to  be 
Pallavicini  and  AlbizzL  AzzoUfii^  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
fix  years,  hath  already  gained  the  reputation  of  as  good  a 
iiead  as  any  in  Italy.  He  is  the  chicfe  of  the  Squadrone 
volantcy  the  prlncipall  inftrument  of  fctting  the  crowne 
upon  this  popes  head  :  and  according  to  the  phrafe  here, 
his  vote  is  one  of  tlie  beft  in  the  college.  J  doe  moft 
frequently  vifit  him  of  any,  and  hauc  receaued  great  ciui- 
Jlit}'es  from  him.     I  hearc  from  fommc  of  my  fidndes, 

D  4  "^^s^ 
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that  your  lordihip  hath  bin  dcfircd  to  do  that  biifincfll 
for  mc  which  hath  been  often  mentioned,  and  that  ciwif 
be  cafily  fctled,   upon  the  crompofure  of  that  wfeh  the 

lord  Siraugnvnyi  ;  and  your  lord  (lifps  an  f wear e  was,  I 
had  made  a  prouifion  for  my  fdf,  and  drfthaigcd  you  of 
that  care.  If  there  be  noc  diifcrence  in  liuingj  bur  be 
that  hath  bread  hath  enough,  I  hauc  fommc  hopes  of 
finding  a  prouifion  for  a  longer  rime  then  I  menttoned. 
If  there  be  no  rcafon  for  allowing  me  any  affiftanec  oiit 
of  the  family,  as  long  rjs  there  is  a  poflibtltty  for  mc  tH 
Hue  without  it,  I  hauc  difcharged  you.  If  thocs  helps 
are  only  to  be  giuen  to  thoes  that  haue  neither  fpirit  nor 
induftry  in  any  thing  to  help  themfclues,  I  pretend  to  dc- 
fcrue  none.  Or  if  fupplye«  are  only  the  rewards  of  im- 
portunity, or  giuen  to  auoidc  the  trouble  of  bc'ng  foUicit- 
cd,  I  think  I  (hall  for  euer  free  you  from  that  reafon. 
And  as  I  haue  for  fomme  yeares  runne  through  greater 
freights,  then  I  bclieue  any  man  of  my  condition  hath 
done  in  Enghfidy  fince  I  was  fcorne,  without  euer  com- 
plaining; I  (hall  with  filcnce  fuffer  what  fortune  foeuer 
doth  rcmaine  unto  me.  I  confefTe  I  thought  another 
conclufion  might  reafonably  haue  been'  made  upon  what 
I  had  fayd,  but  I  leaue  that  to  your  lordfh:p*s  judgement 
ahd  confcience.  If  you  arc  fatisficd  in  yourfclf,  you  (hall 
not  rcceaue  any  trouble  from 

Tour  Lj"IfL!p-^y  etc. 

Rcma,  Dec.  29,  Jan  8,  1660. 
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AlMRNON  SydNIY  to  his  Father  RoBERT  EarL  OF 
LElCksTKR. 

My  Lord^ 

ACCORDING  to  my  couftume,  I  giuc  your  lord  (hip 
this  teftimony  of  my  being  aliue  ;  which  I  think  neccf- 
fary,  fincc  your  lordfliip  giucs  no  fignc  of  remembering  I 
am  foe.  Letters  from  hence  can  te  of  Httell  Other  ufe, 
either  to  your  lordlhip,  or  me>  though  I  haue  fomme  ad- 
uantages  in  conuerfation,  which  are  not  ufually  allowed 
unto  Grangers.  I  cannot  attaine  to  the  knowledge  of 
'great  bufinefles,  and  the  littell  common  things,  arc  hard- 
ly worth  relating.  I  muft  fend  fuch  as  I  haue.  The 
laft  Sunday  was  feaucnight,  the  pope  came  to  the  PoUJh 
church,  to  affift  at  the  linging  of  the  Te  Deum,  for  thcire 
great  vidory  obtained  againft  the  Mufcruites.  He  was 
accompanied  only  with  guards  and  domeftikes.  Noe 
cardinal  was  prefent.  As  I  formerly  told  your  lordthip,* 
there  was  a  beliefe  in  towne,  that  he  was  (icke  ;  but  tt 
this  time  of  his  firfl  appearance,  he  feemed  to  be  fo  wdl 
in  health,  that  his  former  retirement,  is  attributed  either 
to  his  unwillingnefle  to  be  folHcited,  or  his  naturall  me* 
lancholy.  There  arc  many  chara<&crs  giuen  of  him. 
That  which  appears  to  me  moft  probable,  is,  diat  he  it  t 
good  man,  of  a  gentle  nature,  free  from  all  vice,  euen 
from  "his  youth,  littell  ambitious,  or  covetuous,  fomethiw 
too  indulgent  to  his  nephewcs,  of  a  fine  wit  rather  then  a 
grcate  iudgement>  a  great  delightcr  in  poetry,  hiftory,  and 
that  learning  which  is  here  called  belli  letere ;  he  U 
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much  better  vcrfefl  in  thdfc,  tfnen  tn  deeper  Aoddree. 
trom  hence  vas  hk  foft  prcfamEn'^  >)p(^  ocalioo  of  i 
coppy  of  vcrfes  made  b^  hiin»  in  praife  of  FrSam  St 
given  to  Fad  re  S/erzM  Palimikhh  (fhrn  jcfuitc  mm 
cardiml)  TLfkA  by  him  (hewed  to  the  (»>pQ  wbtoc  pleafcd 
^ith  tlient,  Houki  knowe  the  iimni  then  a  ^lu^tce  gro. 
let  man  of  Sirnnn^  and  he  bring  broiight  to  him  by 
Pailavliini^  through  %  fimUim4c  of  nattirc  and  ftyd- 
dyc»>  grew  kind  tu  him,  perfwaded  him  to  turnc  |^* 
ime,  praininng  preferment,  and  performed  it*  Nour  ht 
is  attained  to  the  higheft,  he  fhcvves  his  kindncfle  to 
the  family  of  his  benefadtor,  nnadc  Pallavitifii  a  car- 
dinal, and  is  thought  more  his  freind,  then  to  any  one 
jof  the  colledgc.  His  goucrnmcnt  is  gentle  and  eafy, 
neither  troubling  his  neighbors  with  great  undertakings, 
nor  his  fubjeds  with  too  heauy  impofitions.  To  fay  the 
truth,  they  are  hardly  able  to  bcarc  thoes  that  were  layd 
by  his  tow  laft  predcceiTors.  The  prices  of  all  things  nc* 
cclf;iry  to  life,  are  much  cncrcafcd,  fince  I  was  here  the 
hrll  time;  but  temperance  is  in  fafhion^  cuery  boddy 
lines  U|XM\  littcl,  fo  that  the  burthen  is  not  great  to  ftran- 
geis.  I' iuc  IhiUings  a  day  ferves  me  and  tow  men  verv' 
well,  in  meat,  drink,  and  firing.  In  the  time  the  pope 
was  fayed  to  be  fick,  Rcme  was  full  of  difcourfes,  whoe 
WIS  moll  probable  to  fucccdc  Alany  tliought  Mazarinif 
though  there  arc  thoes  realbns  againll  him,  that  neuer 
any  otlirr  did  knowc  h(^w  to  furmount ;  but  his  fcputa- 
4ion  a'vi  trc^lare,  are  thought  able  to  break  through  all 
^iitlkvuiycs.  TVvc  ov\\c\  d^v^  the  cardiiul  Siicchetii^ 
^•h<.*c  bred  h\tT\,  io\<\  rcv^^  Vk&  ^x-^  \x€i\R.>^\xvNv^  '^^  ^^^^jg^ 
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•minent  man  for  wit  and  parts,  that  the  world  had  prcr 
duced  lA  many  ages.     The  others/  who  could  make  the 
faireft  pretences,  are  Sauhetti  Spadoy  and  Pallavicini^ 
The  firft  towy  haue  been  already  repulfed  in  tow  .coiw 
claues,  whci^  they  were  very  neare  being  eleSed ;  an4 
Paul  3,  is  the  only  man  that  cuer  found  a  way  of  .^n« 
ing  by  a  third  attempt,  that  which  he  failed  of  in  the  tow 
firft.     PalUvicini  is  for  euer  excluded,  by  beinga  jefultc* 
Difcourfcs  of  the  others  pafle  into  infinite  variety  anjBI 
uncertainty,  it  being  impofliblc  to  propofe  any  one,  Kg^inft 
whome,  as  good  reafons  may  not  be  allcdged,  as  againft 
fixxt  or  fix  others.  There  are  tow  moft  eminent  in  wit  and 
virtue,  jizzolini  and  Pio  ;  but  the  eldeft  of  them  is  not 
forty  yeares  old,  which  youth  cutts  off  theire  pretences,        ^ 
for  the  prefcnt.  I  ha\^  much  more  acquaintance  amongft 
the  prelates,  then  the  nobility  of  this  place.     The  C/r- 
Jint\  Cohnniy  Savelliy  and  others  of  the  moft  auncicnt 
Roman  familycs,  haue  loft  all  the  vigour  and  vHrtue  of 
theire  aunceftors.     Theire  moft  remarkable  qualityes  arc 
now  pride,  lazineflie,  and  fenfuality.     I  doe  not  find,  t^at 
thoes  of  the  other  robe  want  any  quality,  that  makes 
men  eftimable ;  and  they  are  fo  farre  from  that  loofcneffc 
of  life,  of  which  they  haue  bin  formerly,  and  ordinarily 
accufcd,  that  I  haue  not  yet  f  eene  any  of  that  order  doe 
an  undccent  thing,  nor  fpeake  a  loofe  word  ;  and  yet  I 
mark  them  as  narrowly  as  I  can.     There  is  a  great  alte- 
ration in  that  kind,  for  the  better,  fincc  I  washere^laft. 
iPrince  Pamphili  is  employing  a  great  part  of  the  treafurc, 
gained  in  the  time  of  his  vncle's  reign^  itv  WV^vw^^'i^^ 
churches^  oi  which,  one  is  for  lYvc  3^W\\%?x  Monie  Ca- 
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valh.  Cardinal  Bariartni  giiies  a  vaft  pmparttoci  sf 
what  he  gained  by  the  like  meanrs,  to  the  poore*  aad 
other  charitable  ufea.  B&rghefi  is  the  richcft  af  rhem 
til,  and  keeps  all  for  himftlf.  The  femil)'  of  Prrtiti  h 
eKtiivft,  by  the  dcith  of  (he  ordinil  Mmimtf^  the  Jtit 
yeare-  The  eftate  i^  inherited  by  S^viUh  Bcfofe  I 
came  hither,  I  did  much  dcfire  a  fccommcndation  from 
ftbbot  Mi^nfague  ;  but  things  htuc  fallen  out  better  thcw 
I  eould  expc^,  fo  that  now  I  ctoc  not  need  it.  If  one 
Should  be  fenf ,  that  is  not  very  different  from  fuch  as  ane 
ordinarily  ufcd  in  the  like  cafes,  it  w^uld  doe  me  much 
more  hurt  then  good  ;  and  if  any  comme  to  my  hands, 
I  will  not  deliver  it.  I  wifh,  and  pray  that  your  lord- 
fhip  may  obtaine  all,  that  m  ly  conduce  to  your  felicity 
and  peace  ;  and  will  faile  of  nothing,  wherein  I  can 
hope  to  be  fcruiccablc  unto  you,  which  is  noe  more  t\\tr\ 
the  duty  of 

Tour  Lordjhlpsy  etc. 

Rcincy  J^in.  29,  Feb.  8,  1660-1.  Alg.  Sydney. 


Algernon   Svdncv   to  A/j /'.♦//.vr  Roceri  Earl  o> 
Lkicestlk. 


M^  L 


^/v.% 


ABOUT  a  fortni[;hr  f.nce,  I  writ  to  your  lord'liip ; 
f  nre  that  time,  and  fonirre  wcckcs  before,  I  haue  bin 
;;jV  rant  o(  ;\\\  ^'ou\  o:uo.?A\\^K\^vv^«i^  tV.ocs  few  letters  that 


\0^;v 


ALGERNON      SYDNEY,  6x 

bath  for  fommc  dayes,  bin  as  full  of  madcncflc,  as  any 
can  bcy  that  ends  in  things  ridiculous  and  foolish,  with* 
out  extending  it  felf  to  mifchieuous  extravagance.  All 
the  fireefs  are  full  of  mafquerades  there,  euery  day  pub- 
lique  comedy esy  and  many  in  priuatc  houfes  ;  but  all  of 
tliem  as  ill  as  eucr  were  fecne.  There  hath  bin  tow 
morall  reprefcntations  in  mufique ;  the  one,  at  the  chaise 
of  the  conftable  Coloma  ;  the  other,  of  Don  Agojllm 
Ghigif  the  popes  nephewe,  vthich  were  very  fine,  and 
not  to  be  equalled  by  any  perfons  out  of  Rorru.  The 
jcfuites  liaue  made  many  playes  in  theire  feminary  ;  but 
they  arc  exceeding  cold  and  dull.  The  I^aranfcrf^ 
in  which  the  facrament  is  expofed,  is  now  at  the  jcfuites 
church.  They  haue  made  the  fineft  fcene  that  eucr  I 
Caw,  to  reprefcnt  Ezechiels  vifion  of  the  wheeles.  Yef- 
terday,  four  or  fiuc  and  twenty  cardinals  were  there  ;  the 
Padre  Urfirih  of  that  order,  preached  unto  them,,  pretend- 
ed to  explainc  the  viHon,  but  foe  faintly,  that  euery  boddy 
came  away  unfatisficd.  I  think,  at  this  inAant  that  I 
am  writing,  the  pope  is  gone  to  that  church,  accompanied 
with  all  the  cardinalls,  and  doth  himfclf  fay  maffe  ;  his 
weaknefle  makes  him  choofe  a  priuate  akar,  the  grand 
r:affe  fung  at  the  high  altar,  being  much  longer  then  bis  " 
feeble  Icggs  arc  able  to  beare  him.  This  is  the  fixty 
third  yeare  of  his  age,  and  there  is  a  ftrong  andgenerail 
opinion,  that  he  will  not  outliuc  it.  This  is  grownc  from 
rcafons  of  very  diifereox  natures  :  fomme  fay,  that  age  U 
the  utmnd  periode,  that  is  giuen  to  the  life  of  extreame 
melanc!i/>liy  complexions,  in  which  none  can  oLCfitj^ 
him  :  others  gueffc  by  obfcrvatlous  dtaLvstvci  ^^xxvcoNaa^^ 
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tow  were  propofed  :  wheather  the  cardinal  Mazzarini, 
or  Don  Luys  di  Haro^hzA  done  moft  mifchiefe  to  Spain  t 
the  ocb^r^  wheather  tUnrj  9r  of  Englandr  Luther  and 
Ckimtrt  or  the  popas  nephewes,,  iioce  theire.  timei  had 
mod  pfciudiced  the  church*.  The  laft  wceke,  the-anni* 
vcrfary  obfequies  o(  Lett  ibi  Tenthy.  were  celebrated  at 
the  Sapienza^  a  colledge  ere6ied  and  endowed  by  him  ; 
and  one  Dr.  Gibbsy  an  Engltjbman^  theire  profeffor  of 
rethorike,  made  an  oration  in.praife  of  him,  that  wa» 
much  commended.  Here  is  not  one  churchman*  of  that 
nation  that  is  of  any  eminence^  except  old  father  Court-- 
ney^  whoe  hath  kept  his  bed,  all  the  winter.  Don  Inno- 
cenzo  Contiy  the  principal  perfon  of  all  the  Roman  nobi- 
lity, for  wit,  valour,,  and  birthy  is  lately  dead ;  he  wa* 
Keutcnant  gencralk  of  the  church,  under  Don  Marioy. 
brother  to  the  pope.  Sommc  fay,  that  the  cavalier  Mat^ 
t-ety  fent  hither  by  the  emperor,  to  follicitc  for  afliftance 
againft  the  TurHy  (hall  fucccede  him.  A  marriage  i» 
fayd  to  be  concluded,  betwecnc  the  conftable  Colonna  his^ 
beautifull  fiftcr.,  and  the  Principt  Carhonianoy  whoe  15- 
alfoe  of  the  fame  name  and  family.  This  is  the  ad  of 
the  old  Ganrlinal  C?/*«w4r,'whoe,  by  this  meanes,  thinks 
to- unite  the  tow  prnicipal  btand^es  of  his  own  iamily,, 
whoeh'auc  not  bin  very  fritJvHy  to  one-anotfier;  but 
It  giucs  great  diftafte  to  the  young  abbdt  GoloHnM  hir 
brother,  whoe»h6pcd'  for  a  red  cap,  by  marrying  hir  into 
the  popes*  family ';.  and  gi'ues  littell  fsttsfadion  unto 
thetyouhg  lady,  whoe  finds  nothing -in-  hiv  galant,  that 
jpfesfeth  liFr,'  <^?{eep^  hi*  nawHft  *(id  quaRtYV  TV«x^  -k^^ 
jfre&t  j^ararJofls  aC  '^Fhrincey  tb  ifccttoit^t  ^wv«^^ 


i  know  too  well  i 
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I  WRIT  to  jour  1. 
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hardly  fubmitte  to  atiy,  unleiTe  it  be  to  a  prince  of  the 
bluod  or  a  cardinal.  The  intercft  of  court  goes  dire^ftly 
againft  the  perfons  and  qualify  of  the  firft  ;  and  of  .tlie- 
fecond  <nrder  it  is  hard  to  finde  a  fit  perfon.  The  card!-' 
nal  de  Refx  is  thought  to  mcritc  that  honour ;  but  to 
leap  immediately  from  banniihment,  confifcation  and 
profcriptibn,  to  goucrnment,  is  a  change  not  to  be  cx- 
pedtcdy  eucn  from  the  extrauagance  of  fortune.  Befidcs, 
none  doubt  but  that  the  freinds  of  his  dead  enimy  will 
perfecute  him  with  all  poffible  afperity.^  And  though 
they  will  not^  perhaps,  haue  power  to  chufe  his  facceffor, 
they  will  haue  enough  to  exclude  him  that  he  foe  mor- 
tally hated.  The  three  principal  perfons  of  the  French  ^ 
fadioh  here,  are  the  cardinals  d  EJley  Antonio  Barharini^ 
and  Grifnaldi ;  they  are  alfo  named  ;  but  there  are  fuch 
flrong  exceptions  againft  each  of  them,  that  few  perfons 
think  any  of  them  will  be  chofen.  Some  fpeake  of  car- 
dinal Mantiiki;  but  his  naturall  incapacity  doth  foe  cer- 
talncly  exclude  him,  that  I  doe  not  belieue  he  hath  the 
lead  pretention.  If  the  king  would  take  one  of  the 
Squadrone  volante,  it  were  eafy  to  finde  a  man  that 
would  be  without  exceptions  in  his  perfon,  and  perfeAly 
free  from  any  intereft  preiudiciall  to  that  of  France.  But 
nothing  is  more  improbable^  then  that  a  man  knowne 
only  by  reputation,  (hould  be  chofen  for  foe  great  a 
work.  I  fpeake  in  this  the  fancycs  of  others.  I  haue 
noe  other  opinion  of  my  owne,  then  that  he  will  be 
chofen  that  can  finde  moft  fauour  with  the  ladycs,  and 
that  can  with  moft  dexterity  reconcile  thcTO  vcv\rx^^%> 
and  fatisfy  thcirc  paffions.  I.  \ook  u^Wi  vN^tix^  ^o>:y^'^'^ 
Appendix,  E  "^^ 
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thirty  thoufitrid  cto^nftics  a  yeare/  m  church  liuing^  gained 
by  Mazzarini  his  death.  I  faw,  the  other  day,  ai  coppy 
of  Mazsiqrini  his  letter  to  the  catdrnal  Ctthnnetf  upoft 
the  conckifibn  of  this  Articles  of  tnarriage  ;  it  was  fiiU  of 
iuch  a  ciuiBty,  as  is  ordmatily  ufed  by  fuperiofs  toan  ia^ 
ferior.  Among(]b  other  exprcfTiotis  of  kindneffe^  thdnt 
was  this,  that  as  a  teftimony  of  the  coiltlmiancc  of  has 
Sineient  afiedton  untb  the  fadaily  ef  Coh/moy  he  kad  pre- 
ferred an  alUanee  widi  It  before  Arty  ocher^  though  leue# 
rail  of  great  honour  dnd  aduantage  intre  oSbitdruntahmit 
and  he  was  perpetu^y  foHidted  to  accept  of  them.  Sen- 
(ihle  men  doe  in  this  finde  tMr  points  of  vanity,  which 
they  pleafe  themfelues  with  laughing  at ;  the  one,  that 
Mazzafini  would  haue  It  belieued  that  he  did  conferre, 
not  receftiic  honour  by  that  alliance,  as  refufing  thp^s  (^ 
more  aduantage,  in  fauour  of  the  Colonni ;  the  others 
that  he  fpeakes  of  his  aflRrdion  to  thcire  family>  in  thoes 
tearms  that  are  ufed  amongft  equalls  ;  whicreas,  thtre  are 
thoes  in  RBme^  not  abouc  forty  ycares  old)  w4ioc  remfm* 
ber  his  father  an^  Ajuttantit  it  Cumtra  (which  is  the  next 
degree  aboue  a  fpotmap)  in  ik%  hoqre  of  C^Ipnna^,  aii4 
himielf  a  page  l^-this  €ardif|4.to»  whomihi?  twnf^tk^ 
letter.  The  c^inlinal  Soffh^tti  ^ifoKh  very  wbly  cxfa;df^ 
forvowe;  Son  his  deatjb,  and  great  reijpc£t  t»  bta  memory^ 
as  he  hath,  ever  profeflfcd  great  aflfedion  untt^  and  e£- 
recme  of  his  peirfpn^  whilell  he  liped.  The  .tow  jnnidre^ 
thouOmd  grownea  i^iuiiui  t^tthe  ]po^  tocjip^ploy  in  {he 
wane  ggainft  the  Xiucfcfbr  ia  taken  for  a  piec^pJEi>pQUcx, 
CO  pfeferve  bis  h^iit^  fr^vn  beiAg^alied  ^^  mp^ev^^  W 

E  2  ^^^^'^ 
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thcis  two  vcrfcs  upon  a  mcdall  that  had  the  picture  of 
them  both,  alluding  unto  the  Gordlan  knots, 

Magnus  uterq;  fuit  \  dignas  fed  vindia  n$d^s 
RicheJiusJicuitjJullm  ex^Ucuil. 

The  pope  commended  thtsm  cxtrcamdy,  but  another 
cardinal,  friend  to  neither  him  nor  Mazzarinl,  fayed  it 
\rould  hauc  bin  better  if  he  had  fayd  Julius  implicuity 
This  pope  doth  pundtually  performe  all  the  ceremonyes 
in  perfon,  moft  part  of  which  his  predcceffors  haue  ufu^y 
done  by  deputy.  On  Thursday  laft  I  faw  him  wafti  the 
pilgrim  his  feer.  The  fame  d.iy  was  the  foUemne  exco- 
munication  and  anathematization  of  the  king  of  Spaim^ 
the  houfc  of  Cohnna  (a  cnrdinal  of  the  fame  being  prcfent) 
and  all  hcretioks,  fchifa^ur'ks,  <t7.  The  cardinal  ,iWii«- 
cini  read  the  hull,  but  though  I  was  within  a  yard  of  him 
J  could  not  diflindtly  heare  it  for  the  noifc  of  the  people- 
The  king  and  the  Colonni  were  immediately  abfolved  ; 
that  grace  was  extended  only  to  foe  many  of  the  others  as 
did  repent.  The  fame  night  there  was  a  proceflion, 
which  ufcd  to  be  made  very  follemne,  by  the  prefence  of 
all  the  cardinalls,  princes,  prelates,  and  nobility  of  iJ^m/ ^ 
but  fommc  that  were  prefent,  tell  me,  there  were  oqly 
t%vo  red  hats,  and  very  fewe  of  the  nobility.  The  moft 
remarquable  part  was  of  about  tow  Jhundred  perfons^  ma.- 
ny  of  them  Spaniards^  the  moft  of  the  reft  Germans^ 
French y  and  PolanderSj  whoc  with  theire  faces  covered, 
(iid,  in  all  the  fpacc  from  St.  Marcelh  to  San  PUtro, 
whip  themfelves  moft  cruelly,  foe  that  fomme  of  O:\rxcv  ^ 


""'  I'"""  of  PaUjIrin 
"'"•'irnc.  'l-hcrc>va,. 
f»M  time  when  all  the  t 
'*»»•  foe  ordered,  th„ 
"'  ilH'ir  fiamlii  a  printej 
'"■'>'•  '^ftw  tliry  couJ. 

Jy^fyi  rfprfffnting 
'^-'<^  -,  M.,  ,^^„,,  ^ 

"»  flrrt  ihoc  Jim  rtii,  pa, 
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ot  the  fame  order,  as^coriteining  fecrets  that  could  hardly 
comme  to  the  knowledge  of  orhers.  Sommc  think  the 
cardinal  Pe/Z^K/rV/n/^oth  not^diilike^this,  that  brings  his 
•l)rcthercn  into  fommc  trouble,  for  there  arc  fome  things 
in  pradioe  amongft  them  which  -he  -is  fayed  not  to  ap- 
'proue  of;  «nd  fhe  (harp  vifitation  which  difpleafed  them 
fo  much  the  laft  yeare,  is  looked  upon  as  his  work,  / 
have  written  to  my  correfpondent  at  'frankfort,  for  fit 
Phyiip  Sydney  his  piSiure.  I  could  nvt  fend  your  lord- 
fhip  a  thing  of  I  e£e  vale  we  then  *  my  owne^  i>ut  fince  fir 
J.  Temple/r/jj  your-Urdfrip  would  have  ity  Iwillfeiid  it. 
5f  you  pleafclo  haue  any  thing  dfe  prouided  here,  that 
will  be  an  ornament  to  your  new  buildings,  as  pidlures, 
Hatucs,  marble  tables,  or  mofaik  work,  1  fhall  mod  di- 
.ligently  provide  fuch  as  your  iordftiip  (hall  pleafe  to  com- 
inand  me.  I  hcare  your  lordfliip  hath  fomme  fufpicions 
concerning  me  ;  if  I  might  knowe  in  what,  i  doe  upon  . 
my  word  promife  your  lordfliip,  to  let  ^ou  '^Wlowc  my 
thoughts  punftually,  without  either  difTimulation  or  re- 
servation. Sir  John  fpcakes  fomething  of  your  lordihips 
laying  downe  the  money  iox  the  tow  mortgag3s  upon 
Swingfield.  I  confeiTe  that  is  more  ^tlien  i  ^ovld  haue 
defircd  of  your  lordfliip,  but  if  you  wiH  pleafe  to  ^feuoinr 
mc  foe  much  in  the  ruin  of  my  fortune,  as  to  take  oiFthat 
4}urden,  fo  that  I  may  hftve  that  land  ii^  fisar  my  fnbfift- 

♦  The  piftnrf  was  frnt,  an  cxocllcnt  o»c,  »an<l  '»  now  at  Pcnfliurft.    Jt 
vas  painted  at  Bruffcls  in  the  year  1663,  by  Juftus  van  Egmondt. 

There  is  likewifc  extant  a  proof  imprtflion  oF  a  fcal  of  the  head  of  A. 
Sydney,  now  in  the  poffcffion  of  Thomas  Holiis,  F.  R.  and  A.,  ^.  ^wVvecv 
fcal  was  engraved  during  the  civii  wan,  V«y  \iii!lCfcV:\j\«ut^'ts3i'^\^>^  ^-^^--^ 
Jhomu  $imoo* 

E  4  ^'^^'''^ 
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;ince,  I  Amtl  is  long  at  I  Uue  endrauour  to  deferue  n,  amf 
that  h  all  thcargunicnt  I  can  giuc  to  peifivadc  yoy^  imledi 
I  fhouldaddc,  that  at  my  age,  gTowing  verj'  nearc  fortj*, 
und  gluing  mTirks  of  dcdia!:ig  hy  the  cotikr  i^  my  haiifi 
it  is  tinicthat  I  had  fommetltmg  which   I  may  ^It  nqr 
ownc,  out  of  which  I  may  in  reft  have  bread,   wbea 
fortune  hath  taken  from   tnc  all  meanct  of  guining  it 
by  my   induHrv.     Here  is  one  Plunieit  a  yoiiiig   Irip 
liricft,   that  gives    mc   fommc   trouble    by    fooli(h  dit 
courfcs*     Amcngft  others*  he  (ayes  I  am  an  atheift,  and 
bred  up  in  your  lordfliips   lioufc,  under   a    marter    from 
whomc  I  learnt  thocs  opinions.     He  wai;  anfwcarcd,  that 
was  very  improbable,  and  that  my  lite  and  convcrfation 
g:\ut  tclVimony  of  the  contrnry  ;  but  though  that  were,  it 
cop.i  L 1  iioil  no  body  here.     This  anfvvere  was  made  bv  the 
abate  Hillarioue,  with  fomme  addition  to  my  aduantJi^e, 
upon  which  he  remained  foe  mortified,  that  lie  confelTed 
himlelf  mifinformed,  and  came  hither  two  or  three  dayes 
fince,  to  make  me  an  apology.     I   was  glad  of  it,  for 
though  he  could  doe  me  noc  preiudice,  I  would  moll  un- 
willingly hauc  any  difpute  with  him,  for  he  is  eftcemed 
one  of  the  beft  wits  in  Rome.     The  other  day  I  was  in- 
formed, that  orders  had  bin  fcnt  from  the  court  here  to 
the  internuntio  in  Flundcrsy  to  make  the  beft  enquiry  he 
could  of  mc,  my  biirh,  perfon,  and  qualify.     To  whome 
information  was  giuen  by  one   Jll/itc  an  Irljh   man  (that 
had  ronictimcs  bin  fccrctary  to  Don  Alonfo  d'l  Cardenas^ 
and  his   cnterprcter  at  fome  audiences  which  he  had  had 
of  me,  as  one  of  his  eommillaryes)  that  I  was  euer  found 
to  be  violent  againft  monarchy,  a  friend  unto  Rotnan  ca- 

tholiqucs. 
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thollqucs,  one  that  in  our  lad  troubles  meddled  little  with 
priuate  bufineflfe,  and  that  had  made  my  fortune  by  the 
warre,  with  feme  other  things  like  unto  theis,  part  true 
and  part  falfe,  but  none  that  I  can  learne  which  dodi  me 
any  prriudice.  They  were  put  upon  this  enquiry  by  the 
foolifh  prating  of  fonic  pricfts,  who  fpoke  of  me  as  the 
only  enimy  the  king  had  left,  and  that  I  being  taken  away 
his  majcfty  might  reagnc  in  quiet.  Theis  are  but  very 
Jleight  vapours y  and  if  nothing  commes  from  England  /« 
my  preiudictj  I  ivill  eajily  blowe  them  away.  The  laft 
week  Mr.  Thomas  Somerfet  did  refign  his  canonicate  of 
San  Pic  fro  into  the  hands  of  the  pope,  and  as  is  fayed, 
>vill  put  himfelf  amcngft  the  Padri  del  Oratorio,  He  is 
difcontcntcd,  and  thought  to  gainc  fatisfa6tion  by  fhcwing 
ihat  he  w  as  foe  ;  but  he  hath  noc  reputation  at  all,  nor  is 
confidcrcd  by  any  boddy,  foe  that  his  refignation  is  ac* 
ccptcd,  and  I  Ivlieue  may  waite  untill  he  be  weary,  be- 
fore he  gaines  any  thing  better.  The  ftrangcrs  now  bc- 
ginne  to  haflcn  out  of  towne,  which  is  a  great  confolation 
to  me,  who  ncucr  found  any  inconuenience  here,  but  by 
)thcir  company  and  neighbourhood.  I  doe  euer  write  a 
great  many  trifiles,  hauing  nothing  to  fay  that  is  worth 
hearing,  unleHe  it  be  of  bufmcfle,  which  is  foe  farre  firom 
your  lorddiip,  as  I  belieue  would  be  tcdioUs.     I  am 

Tcur  LordfhipSf  ect. 
April  18-8,  1 66 1.  Alg.  Sydney. 

I  writ  all  that  is  above  on  Saturday  laft,  and  thinking 
it  not  unlikely  that  your  lorddiip  will  be  contented  to 
Jicarc  wjiat  paffcd  hear  on  Eajler  day^  being  the  moft 
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folcmne  funclioii  nf  the  wbok*  to«i  1  will  mUm   um^ 

mcthing  irf  what  I  {%w  that  daj?.    Th«  cafiiinal  Asto^Uvi 

had  invited  mc  totcchUfjtu'ltun,  a^hecilk'J  it,  wlhCf^ 

he  was  K)  afBll  as  iJcactm  cirdinil,     I   m^m^  and  ufww 

th«  ftiires  going  up  to  the  i^^ttrc.iH^  fotind  kim  aiKi  car* 

dinal    FiiHa^kim    who  bmu^ht  mc   tnlo    the  cJwmlirT 

whcfc  the  c»rdinalb  were  all  aiFembled,  fitting  wiihuat 

order,  2&  in  ihc  cortnil<>fy-     The  popc{«*oii  c*mne  in,  and 

iaying  af»dc  hii  ordinary  h^bite,  was  clothed  in  ftiai  of  % 

dcacnn.     The  cardinally  had  all  very  rich  ecvpev,   llic 

groisnd  of  v*hich  were  %vhifc^  cinbroidcrcd  as  tht-y  pii-a W, 

witii  ^h'iXQ  niltcrs*     la  that  cquiiMgc  they  went  dtiwiK 

into  St.  PitUrs  thurchi  low  anrl  tow  torrcther,  ihc  youoi;- 

eft  piJiTTT  firftj  laftofi*!!  i:amc  tlir  pjpc,  canicd   in  au 

ii|x!n  chiivrr,  upon  the  (boulders  ofnvclvc  men-     At  tlic 

cnttyp  he  was  met  by  the  cardinal  Biirbnrim^  ns  arch 

jiricrtot'tlut  church,  and  cnnduiSted  unto  a  chairc,  pb- 

ccd  on  the  right  ha nJ  oftlie  high  alter;  there   he  w.ii 

adored  by  all  the  cardinals,  according  to  the  manner  in- 

inxluced  in  the  time  of  fchifme.     After  that  lie  laved  alitlc 

the  deacons  Jiabitc,  and  cardinal  Jzr^ilni  cloathexi  htm 

with  thocs  belonging  to  a  pricll:,  arch  biOiop,  and  patri- 

mrcht  one  upon  another^  but  all  fuc  light,  that  I  bel  if  uc 

they  did  llttcll  trouble  him.   Then  he  began  to  ting  maflt, 

atEendcd    by   cardinal    B^rhnrini    in  the   torcmcntioncd 

quality,  and  the  cardiruh  «/7y?f  and  Vrfim  as  the  ancU 

entcft  of  tlie  dracor^s;  but  more  particularly  fcrved  bir 

Azz^Iini^  as  deacon,  and  Msnjign^re  Bcvt  tact^ua  ydi- 

fsredi  Ru7hi  as  ftibdcacon-     The  other  cardinals  were 

upon  tow  benches  on  each  fide  of  the  alter.    At  tJic  end 

of 
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of  one  of  t^cm,  next  unto  cardinal  Aliizzi,  I  placed 
my  felfy  and  he  explained  unto  tne  thoes  parts  of  the  ce^ 
remony  that  I  underftood  nor.  In  this  order  the  pope 
beganne  to  fing  n^.affe,  performing  that  part  which  be- 
longs to  the  patriarch,  ^hileft  the  reft  was  fung  by  the 
mulitians.  He  retired  to  a  throne  under  a  canopy,  over 
againft  the  alter,  about  twenty  paces  diftant  from  it/  the 
cardinals  benflies  making  two  fides  of  the  quadrangle. 
When  the  time  of  the  elevation  came,  I  retired  behind 
the  cardinals  bcnfli,  thdt  I  might  neither  give  fcandal,  or 
doe  any  thing  that  I  did  diflike.  The  pope  having  eon- 
fccrated  both  the  elements,  retired  to  his  throne,  the 
c.irdin:ils  Urjinl  and  d'Efte  fitting  upon  littell  ftooles 
on  each  fide ;  the  ambaffadors  of  Venice^  Florence y  Don 
Mar'iG^  Don  Agojiino^  and  the  duke  of  Bracciano^  (land- 
ing upon  the  ftcps.  Cardinal  AzzoUni  read  the  epiftle 
and  gdfpell  in  Lattn  ;  tow  Grecians  the  fame  in  Greet. 
Bracciano  brought  the  pope  water  to  wafti  his  hands, 
AzzoUni  brought  the  confccrated  ojiia^  with  which  he  did 
communicate.  The  facramental  wine  was  brought  by 
Bevi  r aequo, ;  the  wine  to  wafli  his  mouth  by  other  pre- 
lates. The  water  for  his  hands,  after  having  touched  the 
facrament,  was  given  by  Don  Agofiino.  One  thing  was 
remarkable,  he  did  not  drink  the^  wine,  as  is  ordinary, 
but  fucked  it  through  a  quil  of  gold.  Then  Bern  Tacqua 
brought  other  littell  bonfecratcd  ojiias^  which  the  pope 
^ith  his  owne  hands  gave  to  all  the  deacon  cardinals,  the 
five  that  ftood  upon  the  fteps  of  his  throne,  and  the  four 
Roman  magiftrates.  In  the  remaining  part  of  the  maltc 
there  was  nothing  cxtraoj-dinary.     That  being  finiftied. 


rd.nalsgodn,  before  in  c< 

K'^'^P^-^'^f^hc  front. 
•^  balcony  ,n  it, ^b,,^^ 

^Pol^c  it      1,,:    /.    "*  ^"n< 

'^enrs,  and  umli  fU..^.   ..       / 
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hrtcd  four  howcrs,  and  he  performed  it  aU  with  a  vtrf, 
decent  gravity,  igrowe  to  think  they  will  be  much  dif« 
appoincedy  whoe  hope  fooA  to  be  choofinghim  a  fuccelTor. 
Hisvface  is^  parlCy  fallow,  and- (hrivelled^but  his  eyes^ 
hands,  and  voice,  doc  not  fbewe  him  to  be  fifty  yeaFcs. 
old.  In  one  of  my  next  letters,  I  will  fend  your  lord- 
(hip  ^fhort  charad^crs  of  all  the  principall  cardinals,  ac- 
cording to  what  I  have  obfervcd,  or  can  learne  from  the 
nioft  knowing  perfons.  And  though  I  have  much  good 
to  fay  of  them,.,  and  little  ill,  it  is  not  poflible  to  fpeake 
truth  of  foe  many  perfons  withotK  addmg  fomme  things 
that  would  dtfpleafe,  if  they  were  knowne.  Therefore^ 
mAead  of  marking  them,  f  (hall  only  mention  them  as 
firft,  fecondy  third,  erK  in  the  fame  order  that  is  here  fct 
dOwne.  Firft,  -rf/^/za/.  z.  Sacehttti,  3.  Pa//«v/V/«j\ 
^  Spaxia.  5.  Barbarini.  6.  Azzolini.  7.  ImferiaU, 
governor  of  Rome.  8.  RofpigUoxiy  fecretary  of  ftate. 
i),  Pcdlcfttd^.  to,  Barromed,  11,  Ghlgi.  12,  Pio,  Re- 
taining thisy  their  names  will  be  eafily  knowne* 


Algernon  Sydw^y  fo  his  Father  Robeut  Earl  of 
Leicester. 

My  Lcrrl,    i 

IN  my  laft,  I  fent  your  lordftiip  the  names  of  fomme 
perfon<i,.of  whom.I  (hould  now  hauc  ocafion  to  fpcak. 
I  will-  make  that  order  my  rule,  in  mentioring  theixv*   ^^"^ 
though.  I  know  that  a  Pifture  Y?d\  4i?ci«tva  Vo^  ^^>^^^^^ 


^•^ 
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%tll  be  eiWy  Jtnowiie,  though  the  name  of  the  pcr^  be 
not  ip^riticn  upon  it;  and  thoca  ch^ira^crs  of  pmbm 
which  dot  not  at  firii  fight  ditcovcr  fot  whomc  thcf  »e 
made,  doc  fufficicntly  difcovct  the  ignomncr  of  the  wril^ 
tCTi  QT  his  malicious  deviation  from  truth  ;  oeuerthrldfe« 
the  offence  is  much  more  fli3rp»  when  a  pcrfon  finib  bioh 
fclf  dircdly  taxccU  for  fommc  defect  Jn  n^ciire  or 
ncrs,  then  if  he  fees  a  pnpct,  whercirk  noe  bodctr  is  ] 
t^tat  leaves  him  a  liberty  of  facing,  whttfocucr  difpleafetb 
htm,  IS  m»t  tiyed  unto  himt  and  yet  maj  acknor^Wge 
>iis  ownc  llkcnctFc  in  any  thing  that  h  h\'<:d  to  hi^i  pnifc* 
I  (liall  at  this  time  fay  littcll  of  their  familycs,  offices, 
fricndfliips,  or  enmity<:s,  or  the  particular  a<ftions  of 
their  Hues ;  it  being  the  fame  thing  to  name  the  cardinals 
Barhar'mi,  or  Ghig: ;  or  to  (ay  the  nephew  of  Friart  if 
or  J  lex.  7  :  he  doth  as  well  denote  Pallavichiiy  who 
mentions  him  that  was  difpleafed  with  A/bizmiy  for  fomc 
exceptions  taken  to  his  hiftory  of  the  couocell  of  Trentf 
at  the  congregation  of  the  Sant'  Uffizi^^  as  he  that  writes 
the  name  at  length  :  noe  man  here  is  fo  ignotatit  as  not 
to  know,  that  if  I  mentioned  him,  whoe,  by  Innocent 
the  Tcnthy  was  taken  into  the  place  of  his  nephewe,  and 
after^vards  (lifgraccd,  and  put  out  of  towne,  upon  the  dif- 
coucry  made  by  Alhizxiy  and  AzzoIifit\  of  his  being 
gained  by  the  Spantnrdsy  and  revealing  to  them  all  the 
CDuncells  and  affaires  of  his  vncl.le,  I  mean,  Aflaill : 
but  leauing  that  work,  of  fpeaking  more  particularly  of 
thcire  a<5iions,  relations,  and  Intereft,  to  another  time,  I 
will  now  f^c^ikc  ot\ly  of  thcire  difpofitions,  humours,  an^ 
•iralUTcs. 
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The  frfi  18  [yfZi<22ji J  01  a  free,  open  nature,  littcU 
fauored  at  court  for  the  plaincffc  of  hrs  language,  expreff-  ' 
ing  his  difliKc  to  all  ^ings  that  deferue  it.  Excellently 
vcrfcd  in  the  affaires  of  this  court.  Neucr  imploycd 
aliroad.  Virtuous  in  his  lifc^  zealous  in  his  religion, 
honcft  in  his  dealings.  His  difpofition  is  not  ill  rcpre- 
fentcd  by  his  countenance,  which  though  fommcthing 
Rard,  and  fevcre,  hath  foe  much  of  vigour,  viuacity,  and 
conftancy,  as^  renders  him  not  unlovely,  and  very  eftcem- 
able.  He  is  induftrious,  ftudious,  and  learned,  efpcciallf 
ki  diuinity  ;  and  hath  bm  an  excellent  preacher.  Not 
much  a  friend  to  tlie  th'ird.  He  deferucs  the  triple 
orowne,  but  is  not  Bkely  to  i/rearc  it.  The  opinion  of 
his  fcverc  and  refolutc  nature,  will  probably  exclude  him,, 
as  too  flpidl:  and  d^ngerous>.  both  to  cardinals  and  pre- 
lates. 

The  Jecav.d  is  \Sacchettr\  gentle,  and  affable  in  beha^ 
urour.  Sincere  and  incorrupt  in  the  charges  that  he 
hath  exercized.  Much  vcrfcd'  in  bufincffe,  not  much  ac- 
quainted with  booksk  Very  con{lan^  in  the  repulfes  he- 
hath  recraued,.  which  wcapc  foe  fharp,  and  diredl,  as  tO' 
dcfcr\  e  the  name  of  affronts.  More  a  lover  €»f  honour,, 
then  of  profitc.  Careful!  of  his  health,  perhaps  in  hopcs< 
of  repairingfby  liuing  Ibng,  his  formerly  well  grounded, 
but  failing  pretences.  Fhaue  found  him  a  littcU  troubled 
with  the  difeafe  incidmt  to  old  men,,  that  ha ue  bin  emi-* 
ncnt  in  the  world.  He  loucs  to  taHc  a  littcl  too  much, 
and  often  makes  his  own  adHons,  the  fubied  of  his  dif- 
courfe.  Thofc  pleafe  him  beft  wherem  he  IvaxVv  ^^^^^ 
integrit;it  and  conllancy,  rather  lVv«t\  gtCTCt  ^vJo<^^^  ^^  ^"^'^^ 
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palneSi  and  yeeld  noi  profile*  This  humorj  defends  him 
from  h'auing  rivalls  in  his  pretences.  He  hath  (hewed 
it  is  tx>ffible  for  the  fame  man^  to  be  excellent  in  the 
Belli  Littere^  and  the  moft  deep  and  abftrufe  fcienccd^ 
I  doe  not  think  he  hath  foe  well  ioyned  the  theory  and 
pra6lice  of  bufineffe.  The  extreame  acuteneife  of  his 
wit,  renders  him  admirable  in  the  one,  and  Bits  his  head 
with  notions  too  nice,  and  high  for  the  other.  Befides 
this,  he  hath  lived  more  amongft  books  and  papers*  then 
men.  He  euer  aymes  at  perfeSHony  and  frawies  ideus  i^ 
his  fancy  f  not  allwayes  proportionable  to  wordly  bufineffis; 
Jometimes  forgetting  that  the  councellsy  as  well  the  perfons 
of  men,  are  euer  defe£kiue  ;  and  that  in  humane  affaire st 
gouemors  and  minijiers^  are  not  foe  much  tofeeie  what 
is  exactly  good,  as  what  is  leaft  euill,  or  leafi  euill  §f 
thofe  things^  that  he  bath  power  to  accomplijh.  He  is 
moft  meek  an^  humble  in  his  behauiour ;  eafy  and  gentle 
in  treating  of  his  owne  concernements  ;  but  in  fpirituall 
aiid  eccleliaftike  afl^resi  his  zcale  renders  him  (harp  and 
violent.  Theis  qualityes  (hewe  him  to  be  an  excellent 
cardinal,  but  would  render  him  an  ill  pope  ^  at  leaft,  ia 
the  opinion  of  the  courtiers,  whoe  will  not  endure  to  be 
overlooked  by  foe  (harp  a  fight  mafter,  nQr  reformed  hf 
fuch  a  bitter  enitny  to  corruption  and  loofene(re.  His 
feverity  beginning  with  himfelf,  it  is  not  hoped  that  he  • 
will  fpare  others. 

The  fourth  [^Spada"]  is  fubtile,  and  loves  to  be  thou^t 
foe.     His  is  pleafed  both   with   honour  and  profile. 
Gloryes  in  what  he  gets  by  his  wit  atvd  vw&o&rj*    ^^^^ 
allowes  nor  aboue  four  howcrs  m  a  tu^>  ^xA  >m^^  ^^ 
Appendix.  F  '^^^'^ 
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;<hd  dartgcr,  he  is  beft ;  and  of  noc  ufc,  when  buGneffc 
runnc  foftly  and  quietly  in  theire  ufuall  chahnell.  Noe 
man  euer  fawe  tAm  frighted,  or  defpairing,  though  he  hath 
bid  reafon  enough  for  both.  Sommc  fay  he  is  a  great 
dfflembler ;  I  hope  not^  for  he  (hewcs  much  kindnefle  to 
me,  and  I  (hould  be  forry  to  find  it  not  reall.  A  great 
man  told  me,  there  was  noe  commerce  between  his 
tongue  and  his  hart.  He  is  kind  tp  his  friends  and  fa-* 
mily  1  a  great  defpifcr  of  fenfuall  pleafures ;  (imple  ia 
the  manner  of  Jiis  life ;  intent  upon  buiinefle.  The  na*' 
tion  that  is  under  his  protection,  fpcakes  ill  of  him  ;  but 
truly,  I  think,  theire  difcontent  proceeds  rather  from  the 
repulfes  "which^they  drawc  upon  themfelucs  by  theire  im* 
pQdent  importunity  in  afking,  and  ravenous  and  infati*  ^* 
aiblc  third  of :gaining  more  then  is  reafonable  to  defire^  or 
pdffible  to  obtaine  for.  them,  then  that  he  failes  of  heli>- 
irig  them  as  &rre  as  he  can.  If  this  pope  dyes,  he  is 
likely  to  haue  a.  great  part  in  the  choice  of  his  fucceflbr  ^ 
but  his  owne  pretences  are  weake. 
.  Tihc Jixtb  [^Azzolini^  owes  his  aduancement  to  his  wit 
and  virtue.  The  l^ft  pope  was  pleafed  with  his  excel- 
lent Quality  es^  and  gaue  him  futh  a  part,  in  the  manage- 
rol^iit  of  afl^res,  as  was  thought  unproportionable  to  his. 
age.  But  he  was  knowne  to  be  foe  good  a  iudge  of  men» 
that  the  wifeft  durft  not  blame  his  choice.  This  foono 
ripe  young  man,  by  his  faehauiour,  (hewed  his  owne 
merite,  and  that  his  mafters  iudgenfient  was  well  ground- 
ed. He  receaued  the  purple,  when  he  was  29  yeares 
old,  as  a  tcftimony  and  rpward  of  hVs  ?idt!Cvx^j*  ^V-^v 
pope  wbae  bsai  many  qualitycs,  and  e^^x  ^^vov.^  "^^ 
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ifxieans  to  croffc  his  pretences,  being  incited  by  tboes  tow 
•fliarp  fpurres,  defire  of  revenge,  a«d  feare  of  refentment, 
if  he  whomc  they  hate,  and  think  thcmfelues  hat^id  bjr 
fliould  comme  to  be  thcjre  maifter.  Vpon  this  occafion 
i  will  a  little  wander  from  my  pourpofe,  and  relate  an 
accident  of  great  importance,  knownc  to  fewe.  The 
^cardinal  Panciroli  did  ufe  to  fay  nothing  .was  more  de- 
ftru6Hue  to  a  cardinals  pretences  tothc  papacy,  then  to  be 
thought  revengeful!.  To  take  away  that  opinion  of  him- 
felf  (which  was  too  common'  at  court)  he  did  by  all  means 
imaginable,  advance  the  intereft  of  the  cardinal  Ghigi\ 
now  pope,  with  whome  he  was  knownc  to  haue  auncicnt 
^difputes.  He  commended  his  perfon,  as  the  true  mo<J- 
•dell  of  a  perfedl  prelate,  equal!  in  modefty  and  integrity 
to  the  auncient  fathers  ;  which  comifig  irom  the  mouth 
of  one  knownc  to  be  a  very  good  iudge  of  men,  and  his 
£nimy,  was  looked  upon  as  a  coafcflioxl,  extorted  by  the 
certainety  and  evidence  of  truth,  but  had  an  efFcd  very 
different  from  the  intention  of  the  author  ^  whoe  inftead 
of  gaining  the  opinion  of  meckeneffc,  which  he  fought, 
gaue  fuel  H  reputation  to  his  enimy,  as  ratied  him  to  the 
throne,  and  was  no  advantage  to  himfelf. 

Tht  feau€nth  [^Imperialia]  (hewes  his  4trpofitkm  by 
his  face,  full  of  that  fliarp  fierceneffe,  which  fiiites  better 
with  a  foldier,  then  a  cardinal ;  but  his  wit,  diligenee 
and  dexterity  in  bufinefle,  makes  amends  for  much 
greater  faults.  The  feeoftd  perfon  that  I  mention  in  my 
lift,  was  the  firft  that  took  notice  of  him,  as  an  extraor- 
dinary man ;  and  acording  to  his  couftwm^^  ^xv<\  Tax>cB» 
cuer  incUncd  Co  favour  virtue,  fox^tb^  iSSk  t€ie»c«.^  ^'^ 
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advance  hitn.  His  choice  and  mdgcmmt  is  ludiB^  bf- 
his  bchauiourin  all  the  charges  that  he  hath  borne  \  cfpc- 
«hlly  in  that  which  he  now  executes,  which  is  full  of 
thomts.  He  fhcwcs  himfclfas  incorrupt  asanyol'lits 
predcccSbrs^  and  of  better  difpwh  then  any:  Hs  iip* 
nerally  called  J  #  man  if  cxi^uthn.  I  bcUcue  that  i*. 
*rac  charafleri  his  ready  wit,  and  great  boldpclTc, 
good  ingrcdicnrs  for  fuch  a  compofition. 

The  nghih  IR^/pig^iyi]  is  thought  a  good  man,  , 
thcr  re^ar  and  methodically  in  the  managieniciif 
^f^l!^c!^,  then  of  cKtrnonlJnnrv  ncutcnclTc.  IHs  n!iilitrcs 
arc  rather  acquired  by  praclicc,  tlicn  the  gifts  of  nature. 
Others  of  this  place,  and  age,  apply  their  thoughts  to 
hufincflc,  and  perhaps  ufe  a  littcU  poetry,  for  enrcrtain- 
nient.  Poetry  is  his  principall  bufincfle,  other  affjires 
commc  in  by  chance,  and  arc  performed,  par  manirre 
d'acqult,  I  doc  not  hcare  of  any  great  exception  to  him, 
but  that  he  may  be  as  likely  to  be  chofen  pope,  as  any 
other;  and  being  knowne  not  to  have  an  active,  dange- 
rous head,  may  perhaps  advance  him,  before  thocs  that 
are  more  eminent. 

The  ninth  [^Palotta^  hath  by  long  experience  gained 
great  Knowledge  of  bufinelfc,  and  hath  very  good  natural 
underftanding ;  acute  and  comprehcnfive,  but  confufed ; 
and  he  is  thought  capriccious,  and  phantaftical.  He 
ff  cakes  well  of  all  things,  and  delights  in  nothing  more 
than  the  found  of  his  owne  tongue.  He  doth  as  littell 
want  guud  intentions,  as  knowledge  ;  but  the  length  of 
his  difcouTfcs  renders  him  unfit  for  any  hufincflc.  Sommc 
think  that  pxoec^^s  ^\ors\  \\\^  ^-^w^^^  ^^^^:«.v^Vi^^^'^^cS  m 
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Sill  his  aclionsy  tliat  makes  him  fearch  foe  nicely  into. 
every  tiling,  (hat  comines  before  him.  Others  take  it  to 
beoftentation  of  wit  and  xdoquence,  and  thoes  are  not 
wanting,  whoe  attribute  aU,  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  phanfy- 
and  memory,  which  upon  all  occafions  reprefent  unto* 
bim  fuch  a  multitude  of  ^ecies,  that  they  ^perplex  and 
confound  his  iudgemcnt,  which  naturally  is  not  very 
difiind ;  fothat  every  flight  matter,  proves  to  him  a  moft 
intrcate  laborinth.  Whatfocucr  the.reafon  is,  it  is  oer- 
taine,  he  that  I  named  l^d,  fave  one,  will  difpatc^ 
twenty  bufinefles,  while  Jic  flicks  upon  one.  This  qua-n 
lity  will  keep  him  from  being  pope ;  in  xjther  rclpcdsj  J)^. 
might  hauc  good  pretences. 

The  tenth  [Borromeo]  is  a  principall  -ornanrxent  to  the 
colledge;  few  excell  him,  cither  in  naaural  pait^  learar 
ing,  or  innocence,  and  rtri<3neffe  of  lifc^  none  in  all 
thoes  qualityes.  The  faculty  in  which  he  Qioft  eKcell^,^ 
is  the  lawe.  He  drinks  but  eight  ounces  at  a  n>ealc. 
.  His  hfe  in  all  things  is  proportionable  unto  this.  In 
countenance  and  difpofition^  he  refcmbies  his  great  vnckle, 
whocs  memory  is  foe  highly  reverenced.  His  delimit  is 
in  fluddy,  and  converfation  with  learned  perfons.  jlc 
yeelds  to  fomme  of  the  colledge,  in  experience  of  flatc 
bufinefle,  perhaps  to  none  in  qualityes  fit  to  make  a^es^t 
minifter,  unlcffc  a  pure  and  ftridt  confciencc,  be  an  ot)* 
ftacle  and  imperfedion.  If  God  giues  him  life,  noc 
Ixcad  is  more  likely  to  weare  the  triple  crownc,  fince  none 
deferves  it  better. 

The  eleventh  [Ghrgt]  israther  innocent  then  good,  or 
^ood  then  wife.    He  could  never  ha>^  ^xv^kw^^  ^s^  '^s^ax 
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verteJ  hy  malice^  to  particular  per/ons,  from  tvhome  they 
have  reeeaved  diftaji.  I  am  free  from  all  btaflte.  That 
which  I  fay  may  be  relied  upon  as  rrutfiy  at  leaft  (b  fane 
as  the  perfons  I  mention,  haue  difcouered  themfetoes ; 
hut  I  confejfe  they  may  haue  feeret  ^ualityesj  very  different 
from  what  I  haue  mentioned.  I  think  the  pidures  bf 
theis  eminent  perfons,  would  be  good  ornaments  to  your 
newc  building.  I  ^ill  fend  fomme  of  them  with  the 
books;  more  (hall  followe,  if  your  lordfhip  command 
me.  The  cardinal  Mazzarini  doth  ftill  exercize  the 
Roman  wits.  I  fend  this  fatiricall  epitaph,  written  by  a 
Francifcan  frier,  whoc  being  formerly  a  jefuite,  redding 
at  Madrid^  was  the  firft  contriver  of  the  reuolt  of  For* 
tugaly  with  the  cardinal  Richlieu.  Ho  is  a  native  of 
that  kingdome,  and  was  with  the  ambaffadors;  when 
your  lordfliip  did  vifit  them  in  the  Rue  de  Tournon.  He 
is  much  efteemcd  here,  and  I  Ihall  give  your  lordfliip 
fomme  of  his  works.  Your  lordfliip  will  not  wonder  to 
hcarc  I  am  weary,  when  you  fee  what  I  haue  written, 
without  euer  rifingfirom  my  chaire.  I  defire  your  pardon 
for  the  errors,  and  if  there  be  any  thing  of  this  kind,  or 
any  other,  wherein  I  may  feme  your  lordfliip,  my  dili* 
jgence  and  obedience  fh^  be  teftimonyes,  that  I  am 

Tour  LordJhipSy  ecL 
April  15-25,  i66i.  Alg.  Sydney* 

nion  over  other  mm,  rndravour  by  myftcr)'  and  nonfcnfc  to  extinguifh  in 

them,  both  the  light  of  nature  and  the  gofpcl. 

Memorable  Sayings  of  Thomas  Hobbes  of  Malmlbury, 
They  neither  plough  nor  fow ;  and  yet  they  rc«j 
Thefator»UtJbclMid,  aiwl^uc>ktifc«YW«-  %v.k^^^.    - 
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miles  from  hence.     There  are  fine  walks,  which  he 
ufeth  much,  both  for  delight,  and  prerervation  of  health. 
J  am  forry  to  heare  your  lordfhip  hath  ncglededthat 
belj^  which  being  one  of  the  bcft  that  hath  bin  found  out 
tmongft  oien,  I  feare  you  will  find  the  want  of  it.     Tho 
IkiU  of'preferving  health  is  in  great  pcrfcdion  in  this 
{dace,  exercifed  mod   upon  old  men.     Litteil  purging 
phyficke  is  ufed ;  things  that  ar^  cooling,  and  deficca** 
tive,  arc  moft  chofcn.     Theire  rules  are  reduced  to  thci» 
Cow  principal  heads  i  a  flender  diet,  and  muchexercife* 
An  old  cardinal  the  other  day  told ;  me, ;  that  in  qthct 
places  CKcrcife  was  good,  citrdfudorem^  but  in  Rotne^  by 
reafon  of  the  groflenefle  of  the  ayre,  it  muft  be  ufed  ufque 
ad  fudorem.     Befides  the  naturall  dcfirc  of  living  long 
and  well,  they  are  invited  unto  a  more  than  ordinary 
care,  by  hopes  of  advancing  their  fortune  ^  fewe  attain* 
^ing  unto  any  great  matter  here,  untill  they  come  to  be 
old.     Cardinal  Succhetti  is  now  in  his  feaventy  and  fifth 
^eare,  and  doth  ordinarily  walk  three  or  four  miles,  witlv* 
put  refting ;  by  which  meanes,  he  enjoyes  a  profperout 
heakhjt  and  prcferves  his  wits  freOi,  and  cieare,  as  in  hU 
youth.     ThQ  cardinal  Mazzarinif  his  .obfequyes,'  wew 
^e  lad  weeke  celebrated  with  gifeat  follemnity,  in  a  litt^ 
church  which  he  liad  built.     The  funeial  oration  waft 
inade  by  Pi  re  Lcony  a  French  Carmelite'  frier f  of  great 
fame  for  learning,  and  prudence  in  affaires  of  (late,  ift 
which  he  hath  bin  much  employed.     There  were  pre^ 
fent  the  cardinals  Antonio  Bariarini,  Sforza^  GrimaUi^ 
AJialliy  EJle^    Urftnij    Manjinif   Albizzi  and  ColonnA\ 
tf^e  feavcn  firft,  as  declared  oi  tivt  Ftfncb  laSCvs^s  A-V 
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rerfccmc  them,  by;  paying  the  mony  hereafter,  and  have 
the^pverplqs  :iM{ito  myfelf,  w^ich  is  the  bed  part  ofthaft 
pocjrg.fftruir^  vh^  I  hj^yt  left  ia  the  world ;  but  I  know 
my  inter^  is  ocifei^  foe  (kfc,  as  ir>  your  lordOiips  hands  » 
and  not  'doubting^  but  that  your  lordihip's  intention  is  ta 
liivout  me,  and  not  to  nnake  ufe  of  fuch  a  power  to  mjr 
preiudice,  I  here  inclofed,  as  the  utmoft  zA  of  redgnin^ 
my  felf  into  your  power,  fend  them  unto  you,  I  iiave 
at  this  time  ifttell  to  (ay,  and  am  troubled  with  one  of  m; 
cixlin^  fits  of  the  hcadakc,.  which  perfuades  me  te  con* 
dude^  defiring  your  Iord(htp  ever  tg  look  upon  me,  as 

yt>ur  L^rd/bipSf,  etc. 
Jpn  ao — May  2,  i66t/  Alg.  Sydney., 

I  did  intend  to  haue  (ayed  no  mor8 ;  but  it  is  a  folly 
to  conceale  the  euiDs  that  oppreffe  me.  I  haue  with  diffi- 
culty wdt  this ;  afid  the  troubled  thoughts  into  which  the 
tetters  reeeaued  by  tbc  laft  poA  haue  caft  me,  giue  me  not 
cafily  the  liberty  of  faying  more.  The  misfortunes  inta^ 
which  IwasfaHen,  ty,  the  deJlru6fion  ef  our  party  y  did  not 
Jhalcnu.  The  che;atcs  and  thefts  of  fervants,  were  too* 
ordinary  to  trouble  me.  I  fufFercd  my  nM)thers  legacy  to> 
^e  drawn  from  me,  upon  which  I  ^might  haue  fubfiHect 
a  good  while.  I  Mfas  not  very  much  furprifed  to  find  my 
felf  betrayed,  and  robbed,  of  all  that  with  which  I  had 
trufied  lady  Stran^ford,  but  I  confefTe,  that  I  am  forely 
troi^bledto  find,  that  fir  jf.  Temple  is  going  into  Ireland,^ 
the  agreement  which  he  had  foe  oftcft  feied  (hould  be 
made  with  Strangford  broken  ;  from  which  I  ml^i^^-tL-- 
pcA  foqamc  part  of  what  is  du^  utvvo  tat^  xa  Xvafc  >a?^'c^* 


The  mortgage  to  the  earl  of  Than  ft  to  continue  tl|M 
Andrewei  hU  bnd,  whleh  Js  the  foitft  itiifchicfc  that 
cucr  fdl  upon  me  fince  I  was  home,  and  that    I  wa*  tot 
dften  promifed  fhodd  be  taken  off,  aAd  put  upon  P^ri^ 
l!ng  lands,  as  it  ought  td  be  :  afid  by  all  thcis  fnm!£f 
fogcthcf,  I  find  my  fclf  deftitute  of  al!  help  at  home,  mf 
cxpofed  to  all  thofe  troubles,  inconveniences,  and  m'ti^ 
chiefs  unfo  which  they  arc  cxpofed^  whoe  haiie  nothing' 
to  fubfift  upon  ;  in  a  place  farre  frorti  home,  where  not 
afTiftancc  ean  pofTihly  he  enpt&td^   and  where   I  nm 
kno^nc  to  be  of  a  quality,  which  makes  all  lowc  and 
mcnnc  waves  of  living  (liamefull  and  detcftabic,      Theis 
arc  part  of  the  cvllh,  with  which  I  findc  my  fdf  cncom^ 
paffed,  and  out  of  which  I  fee  noe  ifTuc;  nor  can  I  make 
one  flcp,  that  is  not  as  likely  to  prove  my  dcftnuSion  i^ 
prefer vation.     It  witl  not,  I    think,  be  rtiought  ftrange, 
that  I  am  fcnfiblc  of  them,  fincc  he  that  is  not,  muft  be 
an  angill,  or  n  bcr^H:  my  only  hope  is,  that  God  mlt 
fomm<"  v^^y  *  t  nihcr  put  an  end  to  my  troubles,  or  mv 
life,     Noe  bookffilicr  in  Rsme  hath  the  h'fe  of  cardinal 
rifhrfiihis  Lauri'ti^;  but  I  found  it  in  caTdinil  Bnrharini 
hU  library,  and'borrowrd  it  to  read,  which  I  did  ycftcr- 
day,  in  tow  liowcrs,  walking  in  the  garden  of  M^ntalt^* 
Ifr  nppciirs  to  me  a  flight  thing,  vTitten  by  the  abbot  of 
PinufJr  rarlicr  to  flicw  hisgratirude  tfi  his  mailer,  then 
to  d(K:  ^ny  grc:!*t  gor  d  in  xhc  world.     When  \\c  camp  firil 
to  R:>mrt  hr  put  hirti fdf  into  the  Service  of  cardinal  C?- 
Lr^i/ifitii,  y^hoj  nrth.it  fime  alfo(^,  had  /^^  Bt^j^mt^mpa^- 
W ti  ,i ,  \v\vuc  Vi  is  ^feT^'^tt^.s  ^^^^  G  r4'  |e?ry  1 3  -      Cc  ztniinut 
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death  by  the  cardinal  de  Tounton  ;  by  him,  and  the  prirtcesr 
of  the  houfc  of  Gw//>,  employed  unto  Lanez^  general  o^ 
the  jefuits,  m  theirc  delTgne,  of  giving  the  crowne  of 
France  to  the  king  of  Spa hte.  That  defigne  foone  va- 
nilhecl,  as  a  vaine  thing,  and  was  peremptorily  refufed 
by  Perenottusy  ambaffadnr  of  Sparne.  Taurnon  dying, 
he  came  to  the  fervice  of  Antony  king  of  Navarre,  Af- 
ter a  fewe  moneths,  his  death  left  him  free  to  feekc  a 
newe  maftcr,  who  proued  to  be  Hippolitus  d^Efie^  car- 
dinal of  Ferara  ;  with  him  he  returned  to  Rome^  after 
the  death  of  Pius  S^artus,  pope,  to  be  at  the  cdhfclavCy 
where  Pius  ^intus  was  chofcn.  Vincentius  was  by 
this  pope  made  bi(ht>p  of  Mons  Regalis  ;  dcfigned  nuntro 
into  Scotland \  advanced  as  farrc  as  Paris;  detained 
there  by  letters  from  queene  Mary^  whoes  troubles  then 
began,  and  neuer«ndcd.  Somme  relation  is  made  of  her 
adlions,  with  leffe  afperity  then  is  ufcd  by  Buchanan  / 
but  the  maine  matter s^  of  which  he  accufeth  her^  con- 
fejfethy  mitigated  only  as  effects  of  humane  frailty  ;  and 
allfalved  at  lajly  with  dying  a  eatholicke.  After  this,  he 
was  fent  by  tKe  fame  pope,  nuntia  unto'  Emanuel  Phiir^ 
bertr  duke  of  Sauoy.  And,  upon  Henry  duke  of  Aniou 
being  chofen  king  of  Poland,  fent  to  congratulate  hfs 
eleflion,  and  to  refide  as  nuntio  with  him,  when  be  camie 
into  his  kingdomc.  Henry  not  rcnraining  there  long,  the 
P 6 landers  came  to  a  new  cledion.  Fincentius  did  induf- 
trioufly  favour  the  pretences  of  Alaximiiian  the  em[,cror, 
by  whocs  llackneife,  the  dciigne  failed,  when  it  was 
brought  all  moft  to  maturity.  Stephanas  bcitv^  Qi^$i^'t^> 
and  J\ia?cimilian  dying,  he  rciiia\ucd  fotwccv^  v\tcA 'cvNic^^^ 


profr^or   oi  th. 
*^«  Dijcs  afte 

flirt  MJ^oJU,. 

"•"■ouWe,  but  I 

«^v«»  whcwio  ; 

*'<<'>  A'fappoinred 

JPe^edthegwatcft 

["•pan  epitome 0/ 
«  will  cauft  it  to  ^ 

Inoneoftheigfl 
fandi  lying  within , 
mentioned  u  mort 
"hJch  it  not  true ; 
wMoh  made  tqe  Jea 
''hich,  in  all  othrr 
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Aloirnon  Sydney  to  his  Father  Robert  Earl  of 
Leicester. 
My  Lord^ 

The  laft  weeke  I  did  not  write  into  England^  being 
Imployed  at  the  time  the  poft  went  away,  in  fettling  my 
fmall  afikires  upon  my  remoue  hither.  By  the  civility  of 
a  ftranger,  I  iinde  my  felf  at  prefent  as  well^  I  can  be» 
untill  the  time  comme  that  I  may  conveniently  retume 
into  my  owne  country.  The  prince  Pamphib\  nephewe 
to  the  laft  pope,  hath  giuen  me  very  convenient  lodgings 
in  his  yiila  di  Belvedere^  which  is  one  of  the  fined  of 
Italy.  Whileft  euery  boddy  at  Rome  is  panting  and  gafp* 
ing  for  life  in  the  heat,  which  they  fay  this  yeare  is  mudi 
greater  than  ordinary,  I  enioy  foe  frefh  an  aire,  as  to  haue 
noe  reafon  at  all  to  complaine  of  the  funne.  Heare  are 
walks  and  fountaines  in  the  greateft  perfedion,  and  thou^ 
my  naturall  delight*  in  folitude  is  very  much  encreafed 
this  laft  yeare,  I  cannot  defire  to  be  more  alone  then  I 
am,  and  hope  to  continue.  My  converfation  is  with 
birds,  trees,  and  books :  in  theis  laft  moneths  that  I  hauc 
had  noe  bufinefle  at  all,  I  have  applied  my  felf  to  ftuddy 
a  littcU  more  then  I  have  done  formerly ;  and  though 
one  whoe  b^nns  at  my  age,  cannot  hope  to  make  any 
conliderable  progrefle  that  way,  I  find  foe  much  fatisfic- 
tion  in  it,  that  for  the  future  I  fhall  very  unwillingly 
(though  I  had  the  opportunity)  put  my  felf  into  any  way 
of  living  that  (hall  deprive  mc  oftliat  entertainement. 
Whaifoever  hath  bin  formerly  the  objcAs  o<  tk»j  ^wx!^px% 
and  defires,  I  hauc  now  'intention  oi  fctVAiv^  ^vc^j  \\xv^ 
Appendix.  G  ^"^^^ 


1^1  ^^  iiirRRs  or 

more  then  quictneiTc  and  retirement.     This  place  h  ^ 
half*  tnik  horn  Pmftdiu  where  there  hatli  bin  ftorc  of 

company  this  ^'pring,  but  they  sire  allmDA  all  petumcd  Eo 
R^me^  and  the  reft  within  a  fewe  dayes  win   fodowc  i 
there  "bang  an  Dpmiont  that  after  the  latter  crid  of  yunt 
h  is  r»ctrcanic  unwhulefome  to  go  from  hence  m  Msmr^ 
fiiKiU  llie  aiJDe  be  pur^jed  b?  the  rainc,  which  cifdinariJf 
tfimmrn  in  Qif^krr^  which  is  crioug^  tu  perfwade  cwfjr 
one  to  itfurnc^  it  hhf  bari-ita  find  m  matt  A#r#  thai  -^frfi 
mf  make   rules  ^f  kenilh  tb^   pnndp/tl  cnre   wf  hh  l*^^^ 
The  cardinal  Sacchettt  werrt  from  hence  on  Thurjday  laft^ 
havitig  firft  with  great  civilit}'  offered  mc  his  Vtlla^    with 
many  conueniences  in  it,  for  this  fummcr ;  but  I   being 
fettled  here,  encufed  my  remove.  The  counliable  Cslonna 
was  expert d  at  Rome  on- Friday  bft,  but  he  is  detained 
at  Alacerata  by  the  fickneirc  of  his  wife.     Rome  is  eycr 
full  of  bitter  tongues,  and  moft  of  them  are  at  (H-efent 
ey.eieixcd  againft  that  young  couple.     They  fay,   that  at 
Mi/nn  \\€  (hewed  noe  virtue  that  hath  bin  eminent  in  his 
famillv,  but  good  hufbandry,  and  keeping  himfcif  incogs 
nito  ;  was  knowne  only  in  (hops  by  his  exadlneffc  in  ex- 
amining prixes  ;    and  though  his  lady  at  firfl  meeting 
palFcd  twenty  howers  in  bed  with  him,  it  is  fayed  fhe 
rofe  as  pure  a  maide  as  when  fliec  lay  down ;  to  theis  arc 
added  a  hundred  ugly   tilings  of  hir,  if  it  be   poflible, 
worfc  ti>cn  arc  written  from  Far'u  of  Mr.  de  la  AlelUieray 
and  his  lifter.     The  duke  de  Nevers  is  returned    into 
France  without  feeing  hir.      His   (hort  ftay   and   littell 
bui'meflc,  tnaVt  ^^q^^V^  <a.^  his  iourray  was  only  to  vifitt 
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moft  part  of  his  time.  He  came  hither  with  little  repu- 
lation,  and  returned  with  lefle*  .  The  Poire  Oiiva 
(wfaonas  I  haue  formerly  mentioiied  to  four  lordftup)  it 
by  the  generall  chapter  of  the  Jefiiites,  choiien  Vicario  . 
GeneraU  of  thenv  order,  with  power  to  z,&  without  do- 
pcndance  upon  the  general^  and  aflurance  of  fucceffion 
if  he  outlives  him.  Tliis  eledion  giues  generall  fatia- 
^adion,  certainly  with  reafon,  for  he  is  a  wife  and  a  wor^ 
thy  man.  It  is  true,  the  chapter  had  no  prcfident  fqr 
confiitMting  an  officer  with  fucb  power ;  but  it  b  confeff* 
<sd  by  all,  that  they  haue  fupreeme  authority  in  what  bo» 
fengs  unto  themfelves  \  and  the  incapacity  of  die  pre&fit 
geneirall,  not  perfedly  exempted  from  thegrofle  Gtrma$^ 
vices,  did  oblige  them  to  ufe  it.  It  is  ftrange  that  ntt0 
^ould  euercomme  to  be  iheire  ehiefe,  whoe  never  had 
#De  before  that  was  not  a  very  eminent  perfon.  Perhaps 
Jhewas  one  that  did  appeare  dignus  in^$ri$  njfi  imperaf^ 
Jit.  The  cardinal  fAragona  made  hit  entry  into  Rom% 
the  laft  weeke,  and  is  (as  I  heart)  to  leceaue  the  red  hat 
to-floonpowe.  It  was  fayed  that  he  had  loft  great  trea* 
furcs  in  his  pailage  by  ilea  from  Spaitu;  but  people  be* 
ginne  to  think  that  report  was  fpred  gnly  for  an  excutc 
not  to  live  in  that  fplendor  which  is  more  fuitable  to  hit 
birth,  dignity,  and  humour,  then  to  his  fortune.  Others 
fay  he  is  rich  enough,  but  that  covetuoufnefle,  is  more 
prevalent  with  him  then  his  delight  in  oftentation ;  1>ut 
all  agree  his  greateft  lofle  was  fonrime  boxes  of  chocolate. 
The  cardinal  d'Eftt  remaines  iUll  at  Modtna^  ess^R^OL^e^ 
the  efiea  of  his  defigm  foi merly  menxuMiftd  ts>  ^]cnk  V^^^- 
Siff.  The  grkiGt  Muttia  A'  M^did  \s  ^it^^i&R^  "^^^^ 
G  1 
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day  at  Liv§rm^  with  the  young  princcffc  ffom  Mar- 
JfilUi.  The  Grsfi  Duca  doth  certainly  inteiid  to  we- 
ccaiic  her  with  the  greatci^  niagnificciicc  that  in  manf 
ages  hath  bin  fcenc  in  !iaiy.     I  am 

Fmfcati^Jutyi^il^  it^i.  Alg  Sydaep* 

I  did  long  fincc  hcare  from  my  colleague  fir  R^iirt 
H^nniw&ifdt  that  all  the  bills  charged  by  us  upon  tfsft 
6ounccl!  from  the  north  were  ordered  to  be  payed,  and 
the  fame  allowance  untill  the  time  the  goods  were  de- 
livered ;  by  which  meanes  the  laft  bill  which  was  for 
600/.  being  mony  laycd  out  equally  bctweene  him  and 
me,  ought  to  be  divided  betweene  us,  and  like  wife  the 
rcft'^  which  is  ncare  as  much  more.  I  writt  to  him  and 
fir  y.  Temple,  about  this  bufineffe,  but  could  haue  noc 
anfwere ;  fo  that  I  doubt  he  intends,  as  many  others 
haue  done,  to  take  advantage  of  my  abfence,  and  dealt 
ill  with  me.  I  doe  not  knowe  howe  the  order  was 
granted,  and  therefore  can  doe  nothing  in  it.  I  befecch 
your  lordfhip  when  you  comme  to  London  to  take  a  littcU 
care  of  it  v  he  will  be  afraid  to  deceaue  mc,  if  your 
lordfhip  appeare  in  it. 


Algernon  Svdnev  fo  his  Father  Kob^kt  Earl  of 
Leicester. 

Mj  Lord, 
lordih'ip,  (\t\ce\  c2Ltfv^\tv\.o  ^\%>^-»!»s\5N3X\^\xw^x^!k^ 
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it  ncceffary  to  pcrformc  that  duty  foe  conftantly,  at 
whileft  I  was  at  Rome  hauing  nothing  at  all  to  fay.  I 
kndwc  nothing  of  what  is  done  in  the  world,  and  haue. 
retired  myfelf  hither  that  I  might  knowe  nothing,  ^^. 
leflfe  it  be  that  which  relates  unto  England ;  my  freil(idi 
there  doe  (as  it  fcems)  think  the  knowledge  of  that 
would  difturbe  my  foUitude,  by  making  me  as  much  a 
ftranger  unto  all  that  is  done  there  as  to  the  affaires  of 
China.  I  left  Romcy  where  I  had  made  a  great  dealer  of 
acquaintance,  to  avoide  the  neceflity  of  making  and,  re* 
ceaving  vifits,  and  live  now  as  a  hermitejn  a  palaecic 
Nature,  art,  and  trcafure  can  hardly  make  a  place  more 
pleafant  than  this.  The  difcription  of  it  would  look 
more  like  poetry  then  truth.  A  Spanijb  lady^comming 
not  long  iince  to  fee  this  houfe,  featcd  in  a  lai^ge  plaine^ 
out  of  the  middell  of  a  rock,  and  a  river  brought  to  the 
top  of  the  mountaine,  with  the  walks  and  fountaines  ; 
Ingenioufly  defired  thoes  that  were  prefent  not  to  pro- 
nounce the  name  of  our  Sauiour,  leaft  it  (hould  diiTolvt 
this  beautifull  enchantment.  Wee  haue  paflfed  the  (bk 
Itice,  and  I  hauc  not  yet  had  ocafion  to  complaine  of 
heat,  which  in  Rome  is  very  exceflfiue,  and  hath  611ed 
the  towne  with  lickneiTe,  efpecially  that  part  of  it  where 
I  lived.  Here  is  what  I  look  for ^  healthy  quiet  andf§lh^ 
tude,  I  am  with  Jomme  eagernejfe  fallen  U  readings  and 
finde  Joe  much  Jatisfa^iun  in  it^  that  though  I  euery 
morning  fee  the  Junne  rife,  I  never  goe  ahroade  untilljix 
or  feauen  of  the  clock  at  night ;  yet  cannot  I  be  foe  fun 
of  my  temper^  as  to  knowe  eertainely  bow  long  this  mani^ 
tur  of  life  wiU.fk^J*  >fu*     I  cannot:  kut  rmice  a  \\ue% 
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t^findf^  tint  whin  I  waniif  as  a  vsgmhmd  ihmugt  fl 

nt^^rld^  ft>rfakin  sf  my  frUndtt  p^&rtj  and  kn^wnt  §9§if  U 

l§  a  br^km  imht  of  a  Jhl^wra^kfd fnSfhn  $  I  fit  JHf4 

kummky  And  anihty/rom  ih§€i  tvh&  art  in  the  f^^rght 

fi^rium  a»d  rffuiatkm.     But  i  ddf-af/ii  Witi  knniff^ 

am  in  ajtrange  iand^  h&w  f&rrs  thoti  auilftyi$  d§4  §M 

Hnd^  0ftd  that  thiy  &n  t&a  Mtry  n  ftid  #r  €hmih  m  i 

I  tann&f  J^i  unite  my  thoughts  unfa  ent  ^Bieff^  at  ^tjff^ 

iutiiy  t^f&rbid  th§  mtm^ry  q/ fuih  things  at  iheii  mn^ 

H  int^r  int9  thtm;  hut  fgi*e  at  fam  &i  feon^  and^ih 

i  imnngt  f&rget  what  it  psjjedy  nir  he  ahf'} lately  infer^hh 

tf  what  is  prefent,  I  defend  my  f elf  reafonahle  well  from 

tncrtajing  or  antieipating  evills  hy  forefight,     The  power 

^forefteing  is  a  happy  quality  unto  thoes  whue  profper^ 

^nd  cetn  ever  pr&pofe  to  themfelues  fommethlng  of  greater 

felicity  then  they  enioy  ;    hut  a   mojl  defperate  mi f chief i 

Unt^  thtmy  who  hy  forefceing  can  difcouer  nothing  that  is 

tot  worfi  thett  the  evills  they  doe  already  feel e.      He  that 

is  nakidf  alone^  and  without  help  in  the  open  Jea^  is  leffg 

unhappy  in  the  nighty  when    he  may  hope   the  land  is 

Uiarty  then  in  thi  day^  when  he  fees  it  is  noty  and  that 

thin  is  not  pofftbility  of  fafety.     Perhaps,  fliarp-fightcd 

braincs  mighty  in  a  condition  like  unto  mine,  findc  more 

CocaAon  of  trouble  then  I  doc.     I  finde  flupidity  an  ad- 

vantage  ;  nature  hath  giuen  me  a  large  proportion  of  rty 

^nd  I  did  artificially  encreafe  it,  to  that  degree,  that  if 

1  were  not  awakened  with  the  bitter  fenfe  of  fommc 

mifchicfes  that  the  Lady  Strangford  hath  brought  upon 

me  (which  fir  John  TempU  ever  made  me  hop^  he  wouM 
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dolcncc,  and  neucr  trouble  my  felf  with  die  tliougjit  of 
examililng  where  I  (hould  haue  bread  for  tbr^c  moneths* 
Tbis  insy  ihewe  your  lordfliip  into  what  date  oaturf  Tk^A 
Ibrtiioe  haue  brought  one  that  reoeaved  life  from  yoQ^  I 
haue  not  much  to  oomplaine  of  (unlefle  in  thait  one  pDim 
I  mentioned)  feflfe  to  delirc,  and  lead  of  ail  to  be  pl^afeil 
ivith.  Whileft  I  was  in  Rome  I  writ  letters  without^ 
much  paine,  fmce  I  had  not  fo  divided  mj  time  as  to  bd 
very  ienfiblc  of  looting  an  hawer  tow  ;  now  I  am  alone^ 
time  growes  much  more  precious  unto  tne,  and  I  am 
very  unwilling  to  loofe  any  part  of  it.  I  think  this  ^ 
lawfull  excuie,  for  writifig  fsklome  to  your  lordfliip^  only 
when  I  haue  nodiing  to  fay  that  you  can  care  to  heiie  ; 
if  it  were  btherwifei  I  would  wave  aU  refpe<^  to  enter* 
taine  you.  I  need  make  fmall  apoiogyes  to  my  oChor 
friends  ;  theire  (ilence  commands  mine.     I  am 

Tour  LordJhipSj  ect. 

Frafcattj  June  23,  July  3,  1661.  A%.  SyAncy^ 


Algernon  Sydney  to  his  Father  Robcrt  Eaiti^  o^ 
L£iccsTtai. 

My  Lordf 

3  WRITE  conftantly  to  your  lor4(htp,  «  tbe  Icaft 
once  a  fortnight ;  though  I  have  not  fcm  much  as  Iheeli ; 
couragement  of  knowing  you  do'  i^eceaue  my  letters  or 
would  have  me  write.  Whileft  I  was  at  Rome  I  thought 
it  more  piobable  your  lordfhif  wo^VM^^^tcMt^w^tR.'^cincw 

G  4  "^^^ 


104  LETTERS    Of  I 

not  J  bccaufe  I  had  fommetimcs  fomething  to  fay,  that. 
perhaps  you  would  not  be  unwilling  to  heare  ;  feat  dul 
now  f lilingt  I  am  incliricd  to  think  my  fitcnce  wi^yld 
plcafe  yow  bcft,  and  therefore  am  pcrfwadcd  to  make  my 
packets  fewer  iind  lighter  then  formerly,     I    hauc  c%* 
tre^mc  littell  to  fay,  bccaufe  1  neither  doc  kny  things  nor 
knowc   what  is  done  by  others,      I   intend   this   hjll 
buriall,  as  a  preparative,  to  an  entire  one,  and  HmU  not 
be  inuch  tmubkd,  though  I  find,  if  upon  the  knowlei%e 
of  my  manner  of  lifr,  they  whoc  the  luA  yr^re  at  01>ii£-* 
h&H  did  cxercifc  theirc  tongues  upon  me,  ai  3  ver^r  un- 
ruly headed  man,  doe  foe  farre  change  theire  opinion  of 
m^,  on  the  fudden,  as  to  believe  me  foe  dull  and  lazy  as 
to  be  fit  for  nothing.     When  that  opinion  is  well  fettled, 
I  may  hope  to  live  quietly  in  Eyiglandy  and   then  ihall 
think  it  a  feafonablc  time  to  returnc.     I   have  fommc 
inclinations  this  Autume  to  goc   to   Naples^   and   from 
thence  to  Sicily  and  Mahay  to  paflTe  the  winter  in  fomrae 
of  thocs  places,  and  rcturne  to  Rome  in  the  fpring.     It  is 
not  ufuall  for  me  to  look  foe  many  monthes  before  hand, 
nor  pofliblc  to  extend  my  fight  any  further.     I  muft  then 
knowe  from  my  friends  at  home,  wheathcr  it  be  yet  time 
to  returne  thither  ;  I  haue  ever  had  it  in  my  thoughts  to 
choofe  that  before  any  thing;    but  if  it  be  ftill  inconue- 
nicnt  for  me  to  take  that  refolution,  I  murt  then  think  of 
making  another  paqfe  at   Rotnej  or  fomme  other  place, 
that  may  prouc  conuenient.     I  writ  two  or  three  letters 
to  your  lordlhip,  which  dcfcrue  at  lea  ft  foe  much  of  an 
anfwearc,  as  to  knowe  what  your  lordlhip  will  doe  in  the 
fubicf^  oi  <ht  ot\e^  ^tv^  ^^Yax  ^w^^xavv^  >{qu  wili  be  pleaf* 
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cd  to  giue  mc  in  thocs  things  I  mentioned  in  the  other. 
The  firft  was  accompanied  with  tow  deeds,  of  which  t 
receaued  draughts  from  (ir  John  Temple^  wherein  I  did 
make  over  unto  fomme  of  your  feruants  tpy  right  of  rct- 
demption  in  tow  farmes  at  Swing  fields  hoping  that  your 
lordlhip  will  be  plcafed  to  redecmc  them.  In  the  other, 
I  fent  a  lift  of  books^  defiring  your  lordthips  commands' 
for  providing  foe  many  of  them  as  fhould  pleafc  you. 
I  ihould  alfoc  be  glad  to  knowc  whcathcr  you  receaued 
that  wherein  I  mentioned  the  12  cardinals.  I  giue  yout 
Lordfhip  many  thanks  for  tfie  mony  fent  me?  by  Mr.* 
Ho/kins,  I  haue  receaued  his  bill,  dircded  to  the  fonnt 
of  the  old  parfon,  whoe  hath  dealt  foe  ill  with  mc  con- 
cerning that,  and  a  littell  more  mony  which  was  fent  to 
me,  that  I  think  I  (hall  be  forced  to  proteft  the  bills.  I. 
am  glad  your  lordfhip  hath  the  black  gelding,  I  think  he 
tnay  be  fit  for  your  fcrvice,  for  which  he  i^as  firft  intend* 
cd ;  if  I  haue  any  other  young  horfes,  or  breeding  mares/ 
that  may  be  yet  ufefull,  I  befeech  your  lordftiip  to  fend 
fome  boddy  downe  to  the  place  where  they  are,  and  Cako 
as  many  as  he  likes.  I  kno^ve  this  is  not  now  foe  much 
as  a  complement,  for  they  will  he  worth  nothing  to  mc ; 
they  that  haue  rob1:;ed  me  of  allmoft  all  I  had,  will  not 
Icauc  mc  any  thing  tlTat  is  worth  takeing  :  before  all  be 
gone,  I  wjfti  your  lordlhip  would  take  foe  many  as  yod 
ihall  care  to  haue.  I  am  furc  there  were  good  ftorc  of 
marcs  and  colts,  an4  I  belicue  the  beft  in  England  oi 
that  kind ;  but  I  doe  not  knowe  what  rcmaincs.  I  did 
alfoe  many  moncths  fince,  fend  to  Mr^  Hojkins  to  prefent 
Your  lordftiip  with  my  fables  \  but  I  hcatc  tVKA\C\t«^^  "^^ 
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'♦ 

My  Lord, 

•IHAUE  writt 

Iprdflii,,,  concernii 

apotljcr  relating  ur 

a.  ^^t  from  Mr. 

*<5^.iiad  a  regimt 

^  ^.  ferujce  of  1 

thatjfl  wouJd  eng 

*auc  a  goyd  cmploj 

bclicye  thoes  men  ai 

thacs  whoe  dj/'pofc  , 
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hy  I  would  returne  a  fpccdy  nnfwcare.     I  hauc  rcfleAed 
upon  Ihit  bttlmciTc  fir.ce  I  ^/tt  that  ktter,  and  ieining  it 
with  iomrkt  other  cirCLtmljtences  ttvit  tjatw  commc  to  my 
knowkdgei  I    incline  to  hctifcuc  the  pr<>pt)fer  dtd  foHowc' 
the  dirtflions  of    fomme  perOm  more  innportnnt  then 
himfelf,    rather  then  hi-:  ounc  opinion,  ^liich   perfwadet 
me  to  fend   a  better  aniVcarc.     If  tt(!re  be  any  thing  of 
reallity  in  the  propofition,  I   can  aicnbe  it  only  to  the 
defirc  that  thoes  in  power  niay  haue,  to  fend  away  thoes 
that  are  fufpeded  by  tJicm.     They  (hall  haue  thekc  end ; 
I  will  feruc  them  in  it,  if  they -pleafe,  and  upon  more 
ea(y  termes  then  vf  ill  be  expeAed  by  others,     I  will  on-r 
def  take  to  transport  a  good  ftrong  body  of  the  beft  officers, 
and  foldiers  of  our  old   army,    both  horfc   and   foot. 
Though  the  obtaining  of  this  would  be  a  very  confider- 
ablc  aduantage  unto  me,  and  fomme  of  my  friends,  I  doe 
not  »(k  it  as  a  fauour ;  /  knawe  neither  they  nor  IJhaH  nr-- 
cehtt  any  thing  upon  that  account.     The  firft  that  I  cuer 
did  aft,  and  the  Vcaft  that  I  eucr  can  afk,  (I  meanc  af- 
furance  of  being  permitted  to  liuc  quietly   for  a  few 
moneths  at  PenJburJiJ  not  hauing  bin  granted,  I  am  like 
to  make  fcwe  requcfb  for  the  future.     But  as  I  think  that- 
the  aduantage  which  the  king  experts  by  ridding  the  land 
of  thoes  perfbns,  is  the  motive  upon  which  the  offer  wm 
made ;  I  belieuc  it  to  be  a  very  confiderable  one,  for  they 
^ho  find  themfelucs  fufpedcd,  may  pofilbly  grow  un-^ 
quiet ;  the  deftroying  of  them  will  be  a  work  of  timet, 
and  not  without  difficulty  and  danger,  and  it  cannot  te 
cxpc6led,    that  they  will  of  theire  uwne*  acord,    Icauc 
thcire  country,  unleffe  it  be  with  fotwme.  tix'dxv^  ^\  Vwstsv 
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TO 

HENRY     SAVILE 

AMBASSADOR    IN    FRANCE. 

London^  Fib.2'li,  1678*0. 
•SIR,  ^       ^    ^ 

JL  H  O  PE  you  will  be  fo  juft  unto  me,  as  not  to  think 
I  gave  over  writing  unto  you  during  the  fitting  of  the 
parliament,  becaufe  I  did  not  in  a  good  while  receive  an 
anfwer  unto  my  firft  letter.  /  feldom  ftcnd  upon,  fuck 
ceremontesy  and  never  with  thofe  who  have  obliged  me^ 
as  you  have  done.  The  truth  is,  fome  of  your  friends » 
and  mine,  were  fo  entangled  in  buiinefs  then  uppn  the 
ftage,  that  I  could  fay  nothing  to  the  purpofe,  without 
mentioning  them ;  and  the  parts  they  had  taken  upon 
themfelves  were  fuch  as  I  was  unwilling  to  relate.  The 
refult  of  all  this  is,  that  the  lord  Sunderland  is  out  of  his 
place  and  the  council :  the  lord  Conway  fucceeds  hinit 
and  hath  the  feals.  Eifex  is  alfo  put  out  of  the  council 
and  lieutenancy  of  Hartfordihire,  upon  prefenting  a  pe* 
tition  from  the  lords.  Godolphin  hoped  to  have  had  the 
honour  of  accompanying  them  in  their  difgrace;  but 

♦  Henry  S»v He  wai  younger  brother  to  Gcoc^jt  Usid  \\iISiSiVw.^  cx^vnk^ 
^icr wards  cuJj  Mad  mur<^uib  oi  H^iUx. 
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Temple  only  hath  it-  The  cooninl  beii^  hef^by 
cncd^  IS  rcmfofced  by  the  admilTion  of  the  carls  ofOx^ 
ford^  Chcftcrfield^  nnd  Ayleihury ;  and  it  is  hoped  tint 
to  render  it  compleatj  the  lords  Berkeley,  Craven  ami 
Arundel  of  Trerlcc^  fhall  be  called.  The  lord  Halifiec 
if  gone  to  TLiminate  upon  thefe  m Alters  at  Ruffbrdf  airf 
fays  he  will  not  return  foathward,  until  the  parlboiait 
meet  at  Oxford.  The  fruits  ci:peAed  fn^m  the  lafl  pgs- 
liiment  having  been  loft  by  little  underhand  bargabst 
and,  as  fomc  fiiy,  the  Icing' and  parliament  ^uatly  bt^ 
traycd  by  thofc  that  were  t;uftf*d  by  them,  mens  minds 
fccm  to  be  filled  with  various  concciti,  and  many  jea- 
loufies.  Some  think,  the  writs  for  CiiUing  the  parliament 
are  in  themfelves  void,  as  lieing  without  advice  of 
eouncil ;  and  that  the  law  takes  notice  of  nothing  done 
by  the  king,  Jine  fapievtum  ct  mngnatum  c^fijilio  :  or  that 
if  it  (hould  meet  at  Oxford^  its  a6ts  would  be  void,  or 
fubjcd^  to  be  vacated  for  want  of  tlie  freedom  of  votings 
which  is  effential  unto  it.  Others  fay,  the  validity  of 
the  writs  dcjicnds  folcly  up^)n  the  p^rfon  of  the  king,  and 
that  others  ought  to  think  themfelves  fafe,  where  he  is 
fafe^  though  tlicir  danger  he  from  him.  I  know  not 
what  this  will  produce,  but  I  never  faw  nnens  minds 
more  heated  than  at  prcferit;  and  cannot  think  that 
portends  lefs  evil  than  the  comet.  People  are  every 
where  bufy  in  ciioofmg  parliament  men  of  their  owa 
principles,  and  tlicy  will  probably  be  like  unto  the  la(l( 
but  it  is  thought,  many  officers  u  ill  be  prevailed  with  to 
tnakc/rt//f  rtX\ktn\,  \  V^-\\  ^^  x\»  t^Xs-iiv^rs.  ^(Scd^  but 
Olai  of  ytwrrjl cirri.      Ol  ^^^o\^  NS^cw^  V^  ^^\^ :^^i:^\-*x!«nk« 
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Wcrfe  thrVe  jiKl^d  csipabte  of  givihg  their  voices,   Si/ 
Rohett  Hill  ha<l  forty;  Mr.  Sydney  fevcn  and  tfiirtyi 
Sir  Joftph  Drake  twenty-eight ;  Mr.  Chcyney  twenty- 
fllMe ;  but  the  conihibtes  have  been  pleafed  to  rettnm  the 
tW6  httcr.     To*  morrow  is  app6inted  for  theeIe6Koh  of 
th€  city-mefnhfrsy  who  people  believe,  will  be  the  feme 
as  fortvicrly.     Some  think  his  royal  highnefs  *  hath  bud-* 
nefs  enough  to  employ  his  thoughts :  others  fay,  he  is  at 
fuch  perfect  kifure,  that  the  maid  df  honour,  who  ao* 
companied  him,  Cannot  employ  all  his  fpare  time ;  and  ■. 
for  that  reaibn,  or  to  give  her  time  to  lay  afide  (bmething  . 
that  troubled  her,  he  applys   himfelf  to  a  young  gentle^  i 
woman,  who  with  much  rcfpe6V,  and  gratitude,  received 
the  honour  he  is  plcafcd  to  do  her ;  but  (he  hath  an  old  • 
crabbed  hufband,  who  doth  not  take  that  for  a  juft  re-* 
compence  of  the  great  rcfpcd  he  hath  (hewed  unto  his 
royal  highnefs,  and  is  not  like  to  learn  better  manners 
from  his  Prcflbyterian  brethren. 

Notwith(^anding  what  is  faid,  we  good  fubjcSs  hope 
all  will  go  pcrfciStly  well.  His  majcfty.  as  is  faid,  re* 
folvcs  to  reform  his  court,  that  all  (hall  be<)f  one  mindk^ 
Mr.  Seymour  being  now  looked  upon  as  the  grc^teit  m^  , 
brings  his  two  friends  Conway  and  Ranelagh  vi^if^SbM 
management'  of  bufincfs ;  and  the  firft  of  thefor/hekig  a« 
eminent  for  fincffe  of  wit,  quickncfs  and  caflnefs  in  (late 
afiairs,  as  the  other  in  the  excellency  of  all  moral  virtue*^ 

•  Sec  where  the  duke  in  divan  dam*d  does  lit, 
To's  vaft  defigns  wracking  his  pigmy  wit; 
WHiild  a  choice  (en  ate  of  th'  Ignation  crew 
The  ways  to  murder.  trta<^ot\,  eoTM\vkS^  ^ev; . 

^  \^vavc  ?g«mi,  V>j  K.  ^^k-*.^ ^^"^    , 
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1itk%% €mm^  but  gpwdi'^  tad  we  parocolarij  bopri 
Engbful  vQl  keep  up  hi  repitfuicvi  of  bm^  as  cCk  < 
diiml  PalUtkini  &>%  the  mother  and  «irj^  ^^A*  a 
wiit  f9  fki  w^rtdt  wbcfi  aQ  foreign  miiiiAeTii  ihallcil 
fo  tfcaf  with  Jcakint  «id  Conwif ,  who  will  be  »fcai  I 
pttemi  of  the  gcniy^  of  the  tatiofw  ia<l  nor  liiought  \ 
Crfily  men  ii  prfidyccth,  that  dcfcrve  the  htgbeft  pmk 
mni  left  Any  thing  fhatild  he  wanting,  Mr.  Hide  is  jotn 
unto  thefe.  It  ii  true  thit  we  have  nm  of  our  nation^ 
fnan  to  put  at  the  head  of  the  foldicfmr  at  admitable  In  n 
iirsiry  fkilU  aiid  vtrfues,  as  thofc  above-mentioned  arc 
cIviU  and  morals :  but  the  knowledge  of  our  own  dcftS 
the  f^igacity  of  difcovcring  in  the  carl  of  Fevcrfham  tl 
i|ualitic»  wc  have  not,  and  the  prudent  humility  offal 
iTiitttn^  unfn  him  that  Is  bleffcd  with  them,  though 
ftr:in;^crv  dcfcrvc*  fnine  commendations:  and  I  am  o>f 
fiilcnf,  that  tvhtn  tf^htgijhail  &i^  hrmighi  unt^  fuch  i>rdii 
that  it  pafii  nuy  appar  ^ptn-facetl^  vie  ihall  (htw  t 
^rcjt  rcfpLd  uriiu  the  lord  Dunbarton,  France  an 
CJt'rmany,  fh;*t  arc  full  of  their  rrophicSj  cannot  but  ad 
niirc  ihii,  \\\\\\\\  wc  reft  ft^ourr  midcr  their  fhadow.  Y 
men  may  xnwxc  tallly  he  founJ  for  Icfs  eminent  places 
mil  chc  cul  ^A  Thancr,  as  is  i^iid,  fhall  fuccced  Mi 
KiifUl  it^  the  ermimand  nf  the  hKiT  guirds.  Civil  an^ 
niiHut)  .iCiir^  being  thus  fettled,  taafures  Buwing  ii 
unto  us  on  all  'rles,  indaU  tortijin  princes,  concerned  fi 
vur  aflainn,  being  turc  unit'  u^  ^  wc  mrj  not  fear  a  fei 
d.ft  ♦  ^// *. Xr  4  Ii rJs ,  a  mn ft '; j  w  *  n ,' i ♦  vr  m'( r m n r:n r  cjuw 
iiti;  AiU  yvftfumvitc  fhit  tlic    vaf*   mi^adnes  of  arm 

OiadC    AV   Biwi\*    lUi.*     VvC>\C   \\v.\\   ^vi^:v    1.  ^«il  iS5^»«e^*3c « 
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imittnmtion  were  lately  font  into  Ireland^  are  in  purfuance 
of  agreements  made  with  you,  we  cannot  but  think  all 
wHl  tftmf  to  our  good.    I  am^ 

Your  moft  humble  and  faithful  fervant 

.  \  ,.  .    . 

SIR.  London,  Fei.  10,  167^. 

I  hope  you  wilt  excufe  the  trouble  I  give  you,  in  en«» 
clofing  this,  and  defire  you  to  fend  it  forward  into  Gaf- 
cdiney.  It  is  a  climate  where  I  cannot  be  fufpefledof 
fending  any  thing  of  a  dangerous  nature  i  but  we  have  fo 
many  at  the  poft-houfe)  infe6kd  with  the  moft  imperti- 
VieAt  folly»  that  a  pacquet  though  dire^ed  thither  can 
fiardly  pafs  unvifited)  unlets  die  perfon  to  Whom  it  is  di^' 
rcftcd  do  proteft  it. 

The  laft  refo^utions  of  the  city,  have  been  as  pleafing 
to  the  coutitie  as  diftaftful  to  the  court.  Yefterday  the 
company  of  artillery  intended  to  have  chofen  prince  Rupert 
to  be  their  capuin,  and  Sir  Thomas  Player  their  leader  5 
but  a  letter  was  produced  from  the  king,  rather  defiring 
than  commanding  that  no  new  officers  fhould  be  chofen  % 
and  diey,  having  no  conJlUution  beyond  an  off  of  king  and 
council^  depending  upon  his  majefty's  witly  did  unzoillingfy 
ohey. 

Parliamen^-meh  are  for  the  moft  part  chofen  by  the. 
parties  moft  contrary  to  the  court,  and  many  believe  diit 
next  houfe  of  commbns  will  not  be  at  all  more  pliaUd 
than  the  laft.  Sir  William  Waller  and  Poullney  were  thii 
day  chofen  at  Weftminfter  without  any  oppofition*  CoF. 
Titus  and  Sir  Thomas  Proby  were  with  the  fame  faclllt?! 
chofen  knt^hh  of  Hilntli^gtbnihiie  \  HaaMtxi  ^^  ^^^^ 

Appendix.  H  ^^ 
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etimu  9 

The  bil^  Portfinoatb  is  laid  id  hare  entir^y  reeorore; 
her  bft  bvcnir.     The  rart  of  Siiiidcxkiid  is  mi  his  hou&ti 
Q^i€Cfi'ftr^t»     The  hdy  HaIi£tX|  oo  TueCdajr,    fgllg 
bfr  lord  to  Ruffbrd.     I  am» 

Yotif  nnQft  bumble  and  £uthfi^  lervanT* 


1 
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Bcijig  contdom  unto  myfelf}  that  whal  I  could  faj  of 
buHiie/ret  now  upon  the  ftage  would  be  of  Utdc  itfe  vote 
youi  I  thought  it  fitter  for  me  to  be  one  of  the  kft  In 
writing  to  you,  than  to  take  place  accordmg  to  my  deiirc 
of  fcrving  you,  which  would  fuffer  mc  to  yield  to  none; 
but  Icfl  this  acknowledgment  fhould  be  taken  for  a  pre« 
teiicc  to  cover  lazhicfs,  I  will  here  give  you  fuch  a  fight 
of  things  as  I  havci  and  intend  to  continue  to  do  theJiJce 
AS  often  as  1  c^n  without  troubling  you.  Yo\i  will  have 
heard  from  all  handS|  what  temper  the  houfe  of  commoM 
jppeariii  to  he  of*  M\d  th^c  the  earl  of  Danby  hath  accom* 
plilhcJ  his  promife  of  bringing  it  into  an  entire  fubjeiSica 
Mnto  the  king's  wIlJ>  as  well  as  the  other  two  points,  d 
piyini^  liis  majcfly's  debts,  encreafing  his  tFCafyre^  znj 
rcndciing  bim  confideniblc  amon^ft  hii  aeighbourtsif 
princes  i  which  are  verified  in  kaving  twenty-two  fiiilii^ 
^yid  ten  pence  in  the  exchequer,  two  and  forty  huodred 
LhoufiinJ  pound*  of  patBve  debts^  and  the  revenue  antid- 
pitcd  hH  ahnofl  a  )XM  and  balf^  and  the  acrount  his  lord^ 
(hip  waji  plcifcd  to  g;irc  in  his  fpccch  to  the  peers,  of  ^ 
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ment  Notwfthftanding  all  this,  he  is  fo  far  confidered  at 
court)  that  his  concernments  are  a  general  obftru£tion  to 
all  bufineiTes.  The  lord  Berckley,  FrechevUlei  and  others 
of  the  learned,  think  he  hath  behaved  himfelf  fo  well  as  to 
deferve  no  punifhment,  and  therefore  oppofed  the  com- 
mitment of  the  bill  of  atuinder,  that  it  might  be  caft  out: 
Shaftfbury,  Eflex,  and  Hallifax,  difFering  fomething  in 
opinion  from  them,  in  compliance  unto  the  king's  defires, 
did,  as  an  amendment,  wipe  out  the  word  attainder^  and 
made  it  almoft  the  fame  with  that  which  their  lord(hips 
had  formerly  fent  up  to  ban!(h  him,  and  declaring  him  at« 
tainted  only  if  he  came  into  England  after  the  firft  of  May 
next:  the  conHderation  of  which  bufmefs,  is  likely  this 
day  to  poflfefs  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  if  their  mind 
be  known  before  this  letter  be  fealed,  it  fhall  be  inferted. 
The  next  important  point  likely  to  be  purfued  is,  to 
profecutc  the  laft  week's  vote,  that  all  the  forces  now  in 
England  ^^  except  the  trained  bands-^  were  kept  up  contrary 

Ha  to 

[*  Except  the  trained  bandt^  were  kept  up  contrary  t9  lavi*'\ 
Sir  Robert  Atkinty  in  hi*  remarlcs  on  LoriRuirers  indi£lmenty  whereiji 
the  attempting  I© /«»*  and  de/irty  the  king^t  guards^  was  laid  as  an  overt  oB  of  * 
treafin,  *<  The  guards,  what  guards  >  (aiks  he)  what  or  whom  does  the  law 
underftand  or  aI!ow  to  be  the  king*s  guards,  for  the  preferration  of  his  per* 
fon }  Whom  Ihall  the  Court  that  tried  this  nobli  Lord,  whom  ihtll  tho 
judges  of  the  law  that  were  then  prefent  and  upon  their  oaths,  whom  flufl  they 
iudge,  or  legally  underftand  by  thefe  guards  ?  They  never  read  of  them  10 
aUtikeir  law  books.  There  is  not  any  ftatute  law  that  makes  the  leaft  xnen- 
tion  of  any  guards^  The  law  of  England  take;  no  notice  of  any  fuch  goaidt  { 
and  therefore  the  indidment  is  uncertain  and  void. 

The  king  is  guarded  by  the  fpecial  protedion  of  Almighty  God,  by  whom 
he  reigns,  and  whofe  Vicegerent  be  it*  He  has  an  invifible  guard,  a  guanl 
•f  glorious  angels, 

Koii  eget  mauri  jaculis,  ncc  arcu, 
Nee  TeoenatSs  gravida  fagittit 

(Crede,)  pharetra. 
The  king  is  guarded  by  the  lore  of  hi«  fub)e€U>  iSbit  iM:tt  utv&n  0<k^«  oma. 
iht  Jiwefl  gusrd.    He  i§  giiarded  by  the  \vh  and  tYit  CwiU  5ii  \viS»»t'  V^^i^ 


C\cU«,  *=""?  Sit  Thomas  I-"»f™^    p  ,1,^^ 

„  tev.  to  .ffite"«  ;'  r,,j„  um  *  <^.;Z  corn- 
'-"-:/^;rrutu j^p-tret  t^^^  tr^..  a^.». 
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Annulled  ftke  elcdion  of  Erndy  and  tke  oiheri  iund  ap- 
proved that  of  Windhood  and  Storkey. 

All  foreign  a/Fairs  are  at  a  ftand^  only  Van  Beuninghen 
takes  great  pains  to  make  people  believe  the  king  of 
France  intends  to  add  England  unto  his  other  conqueftsi 
and  difabuTe  fuch  as  were  fo  fooUfh  as  Co  believe  there  was 
any  thing  of  truth  in  the  reports  of  thofe  that  had  fpoken 
of  the  popi(h  plm;  and  finding  me  infeAed  vnA  the  lame 
opinion,  with  fome  of  my  friends^  he  was  pleafed  to  Ipead 
two  hours  the  other  day  in  the  parkg  to  convince  me  of  my 
error,  in  which  he  did  fucceed  as  well  at  he  u6d  to  dom 
his  great  defigns. 

The  king  certainly  inclines  not  to  be  lb  ftiff  as  for- 
merly  <*  in  advancing  only  thofe  thai  cxali  probative  i 

H  3  bat 

[*  In  advduehg  9iify  thofi  tUt  mdt  fmngaAm  d 
NohU  Venetian*  Kowy  Sir*  I  think  we  are  at  an  cod  of  our  QgeaioiiSf 
and  If  for  my  partf  am  convinced^  that  aa  the  King  caaoftt  better  himidf 
any  way  by  falling  out  with  his  people  at  this  time»  fa  that  his  goodneis  and 
wifdom  it  fuch«  that  he  will  rather  chafe  to  imitate  the  noft  gloiioua  and 
generous  of  hit  predeceffori,  as  Edward  the  Firft  and  Sdward  the  Thiidf 
fwhoy  it  had  been  before  obfervedy  had  v^y  great  demands  made  them  by 
parliaments  nni  granted  ibem  all]  than  thofe  who'  were  of  lefs  worth  and 
more  unfortunate^  as  Edward  the  Second,  and  JKichard  die  Second*  And 
dierefore  we  are  now  ready  to  hear  what  you  would  think  fit  to  Wk  flf  fi>  es» 
ccllent  a  prince. 

En^ti/b  GtntUmfiK,  I  never  undertook  to  be  (b  prefiuiiptaoui.  Thcfe  la 
a  pirhament  to  fit  fpeedily^  and  certainly  thejr  are  the  fitleft  ewerj  mn  td 
fearch  into  fuch  matters }  and  to  anticipate  their  wifJom  wonld  bt  uMtauon* 
able»  and  give  them  juft  offence*  But  becaufe  all  thia  tittle  tatde  wuKf  ttat 
go  for  nothing,  I  iball  piefume  to  gire  yon  my  thoughta  how  die  care  mn^ 
be  wrought,  without  defcending  to  partjcolan*  Tit  amfi  immnfmtt,  u  wt 
have  (aid,  efo&r  Jjfeaft,  h  the matecuthn  o/etwiam ;  sad  it  it  wm/^tnUf  that 
when  that  is  aUtrtdftr  the  better^  and  that  ail  oar  Unot  »$  ineh  maeattdf  we 
0re  in  health.  For  as  we  never  can  have  the  entire  benefit  of  thorn  till  our 
government  is  upon  a  rif^t  bafis  s  ib  whenever  we  enjoy  thiaiMnineft  ta  ham. 
the  foil  benefit  ^f  tnofe  'fionfittutioaa  which  wer«  inia^f  wa  «Mfeftc5aitv  Vat 
our  fafe  and  orderly  Jiviqg,  our  goiftmmAnt  U  ufoia  a  ^^xVi&:t%  "^S^^Sa. 
»re  mu&  ebquin  into  the  caufe  why  our  Uwa  «ce  ttofc  c»MB»«t4«  *«*^C!-!^S« 
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the  earl  of  Eflex,  and  fome  others  diat  arc  coming  tntot 
pUy  thcrcuponj  cannot  avoid  being  fufpcfted   of  ba^iof ' 

iiitenrtoni 

ih*n  tliia,  diit  the  Kinf  Ii  tdd  and  d^a  IjelieTf ,  t^it  mdft  of  thrfe  pttt 
charcrrs  or  tight)  of  the  pCTple*  of  which  wc  now  chiefly  tre^t,  anr  ,a£a}iiil  hli 
Majcily's  inlercft  i  ^**a^i  flf/J  ^?  v^/aljit  a*  hia  bten  fiid#  ytt  w^e  wj^  eee 
difputc  k  at  thii  time  but  ttke  ie  f  jt  gTjiiitv''d,  jo  that  chc  King  h^Tiaf  tfa« 
jiifrfEne  extcoiioa  of  the  Uw&  m  h^s  htnd  ^  c«ii}ot  be  re«|«>iubl^  tuppg^  m 
he  wiHini;  ta  eiieciitc  thctn  i^henevcr  he  can  chuife  whether  ho  wiUJ?  it  oriw. 
It  betnc  ojtuDl  tbf  ever^  mno  not  to  da  any  thmg  ^i^aIdH  hii  owa  inteffft 
when  he  <4ii  hdp  It.  Nqw  when  >ou  h<3Te  tkiught  we»>  uhst  it  OioulJ  bfl 
ikffgf^t  thi  fCtng  a  fi&erif  f9  tk»fi  ^tether  tnj  pari  tf  thttatajfi^^  ti  im^r^ 
€f  iKi|  ynu  wUl  &adp  th^c  U  js  th»:  great  power  tbe  IQa|EUi]g^»  iA  cbap»«tia« 
jAent.  When  the  F^rliimcnt  hts,  difeovered  this,  tiij  vlff  m  d^^t  dam^iJ 
pf  hh  M,:J,fhf^  dn  ab^ement  s^f  hii  Tvy-^J  jfsrfn'^athi-.-  tn  r  £>■:,>  rfLs^nrrs  ':r'j  ^vh-i& 
toncerncurcrijcymeKtofourall,  that 'u  our  I'l'veSf  liber tUiy  andefiaUi\  and  leave 
hii  royal pt^ver  entire  and  untcucbl  in  all  the  other  brarches  of  it.  When  this  is 
done,  wc  (hall  be  as  if  fome  great  heroc  h.id  performed  the  adventure  of  dif- 
folving  the  enchantment  wc  have  been  onder  for  fo  many  years  ;  and  a!I  our 
ilatutes,  from  the  highed  to  the  lowei^,  from  Magna  Cbarta  to  that  for  bu« 
Tying  in  woollen,  nu'Jl  be  current  \  ard  'we Jhall  neither  ftar  tbz  bringirrg  in  ef 
Fopeiy  ;  nor  arbitrary  power  in  the  intenuaU  of  parliament  ^  neither  xvul  there  be 
sny  dfj'entumi  in  them ;  all  caujei  cffaSiom  between  the  Country  and  Court  party 
hting  entirely  abolijhed,  fo  thai  the  people fball  have  no  reajon  tt  diftruji  (bar  prince, 
Tor  be  them, 

DcBor.  You  make  us  a  fine  golden  age  ;  hut  after  all  this,  will  you  not  be 
^leafed  to  fhew  us  a  fmall  profpedt  of  this  Canaan  or  country  of  rcftj  yrill 
you  not  vouchfafe  to  particulariic  a  little  what  powers  there  arc  in  the  King 
which  you  would  have  difcontinucd  ?  Would  you  have  fuch  prerogatives  abo- 
li/hed  or  placed  elfewhere  ? 

Engri/h  Gentleman.  There  can  be  ho  government  if  thry  be  aboliflxed.  Bot 
X  will  not  be  like  a  man  who  rcfufcs  to  fing  amongft  his  friends,  at  their  en- 
treaty, bccaufc  he  has  an  ill  voice  j  I  will  rather  fufFcr  myfcif  to  be  laughed 
at  by  you  in  delivering  my  fmall  judgment  in  this  matter,  but  ftill  w'th  this 
protcftation,  that  1  do  believe,  that  an  infinity  of  men  better  qualified  than 
inyfelf  for  fuch  fublime  matters,  and  much  more  the  Houfc  of  Commons, 
who  reprcfent  the  wifdom  as  well  as  the  power  of  this  Kingdom,  may  fin-i 
out  a  far  better  way,  than  my  poor  parts  and  capacity  can  fugged.  The 
powers  then,  which)  now  being  in  the  Crown,  do  hinder  the  execution  of 
our  laws  and  prevent  by  confecjuencc  our  happincfs  and  fcttlemcnt,  are  four. 
The  abfolute  power  of  making  war  and  p^ace,  treaties  and  alliances  with  ail 
rations  in  the  world  j  by  which  means,  by  ignorant  Counccllours  or  wicked 
Minifters,  many  of  our  former  Kings  have  made  confederations  and  wars, 
very  contrary  and  deilruAive  to  the  intercft  of  England,  and  by  the  unfor- 
tunate management  of  xVietcv  have  often  put  the  Kingdom  in  great  hazard  of 
inya6ion.  BcftA«  t\\ax,  «&  \<»Tv%^\>\t'w.  \s  -a.  ^\^\wfX.\a«x4nadc  between  the 
CouTt-partv  and  that  of  tVit  Co>aiTvXx>j^  x>cv^\^  >^^  *.^^^>*."*^'^S5:i«!aS«.\x^xlBft 
1>-..^«U     that  thefc  N*\cVeA  Co>^nctVto>^T\,  ^Vo  tcvv^  ^xtis.'^sxv^  ^asi-^«tNaSsfc.^Mk 
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intentions  difibrent  from  what  they  have  hitherto  pro- 
fefled. 

H  4  The 

i  fecret  article  Vy  which  thofe  Princes  ihafl  ft!pu1ate  to  tflift  them  witfi 
Forces  upon  a  ihort  warning  to  curb  the  Parliamenty  and,  poflibly,  to  changt 
the  government.  And  this  apprehenfion  in  the  People  will  be  the  lefs  un- 
reafonablC)  becaufe  Oliver  Cromwell^  the  great  pattern  of  (bme  of  oar  Cour- 
tiers, is  Botorioufly  known  to  have  inferted  an  article  in  his  treaty  with  Car- 
dinal Mazzarin,  during  this  King  of  France*s  minority^  that  he  fhould  b^ 
aflifted  with  ten  thoufand  men  from  France,  upon  occaiion,  to  preferve  and 
defend  him  in  his  ufurped  government,  againft  his  Majefty  that  now  is,  or 
the  People  of  England,  or  in  fine  his  own  army,  whofe  revoh  he  often  feved« 
The  iecond  great  prerogative  the  King  enjoys,  is  the  fole  difpofal  and  ordering 
of  the  Militia  by  fea  and  land,  raifing  forces,  garifoning  and  fortifying  placet^ 
fetting  out  ihips  of  war,  fo  fkr  asihe  can  do  all  this  without  puttbg  taxatiod^ 
upon  the  people ;  and  this  not  oply  in  the  intervals  of  Parliament,  but  even 
during  their  Seifion,  fo  that  they  cannot  raife  the  trained  bands  of  the  Coun* 
try  or  City  to  guard  themfelvtfs,  or  fecure  the  peace  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
third  point  is,  that  it  is  in  his  Majefties  power  to  nominate  and  appoint,  aa 
he  pleafes  and  for  what  time  he  thinks  fit,  all  the  officers  of  the  Kingdom 
that  are  of  truft  or  profit,  both  civil,  military  and  ecdefiaftical,  as  they  wilt 
iie  called,  except  where  there  is  Jus  Patronatus.  Thefe  two  laft  powers  mtj 
fumiih  %  Prince  who  will  hearken  to  ill  defigning  Counlellours,  with  the 
means  either  of  invading  the  government  by  force,  or  by  hit  Judges  and  other 
creatures  undermining  it  by  fraud  ;  efpecially  by  enjoying  the  fourth  advan* 
tage,  which  it  the  laying  out  and  imploying,  aa  he  pleafes,  all  the  public 
Revenues  of  the  Crown  or  Kingdom,  and  that  without  having  any  regaid» 
except  he  thinks  fit,  to  the  ifeceffity  of  the  navy  or  any  other  thing  that 
oencems  the  £ifety  of  the  public*  So  that  aJI  tbefe  four  great  powert^  as  tbhgg 
imo  JIattdy  may  be  adoptrated  at  any  timtf  as  will  to  deftrcy  and  ruin  tbt  good 
tirdtr  and  gvutmmeni  of  the  State  as  to  freftrve  andfupptrt  ity  as  tbef  ought 
to  do, 

NoUe  l^enetian.  But  if  you  diveft  the  King  of  thefe  powers,  will  yoo  have 
die  Parliament  fit  always  to  govern  thefe  matters  ? 

EngRJh  Gentlemau*  Sir,  I  would  not  diveft  the  King  of  them,  much  lefe 
would  1  have  the  Parliament  afiume  them  or  perpetuate  their  fitting.    They 
are  a  body  more  fitted  to  make  laws,  and  punilh  the  breakers  of  them;  than 
m  execute  them.     I  would  have  them  therefom  petition  his  Majefty,  by  vnj 
of  bill,  that  he  will  pleafe  to  exercife  thefe  four  great  Magaatta  of  Govern*, 
floent,  with  the  confent  of  four  feveral  Councils  to  be  appointed  for  that  eod^ 
and  not  otherwife ;  that  is,  with  the  confent  of  the  major  part  of  them^  if 
any  of  them  diflent.     In  all  which  Councils,  his  Majefty,  or  who  lie  pleafea 
to  appoint,  ihall  prefide ;  the  Councils  to  be  named  in  Parliament,  firft  all 
the  number,  and  eveiy  year  afterwards  a  third  part;  fo  each  year  a  third  part 
ihall  go  out,  and  a  recruit  of  an  equal  number  conae  in ;  and  in  three  ^cas^ 
Chey  Aall  be  all  new  t  and  no  perfen  to  come  Uto  i3mx  CerastfuX^  <vt  «vi 
other  of  the  four*  tiilhehaTekept  oatoCaBY  of  ^SbBBif«NL^^BR««l««c«^^* 
iaga$kmga$iMwm\tu    Aad  thbl  U«Bt  fitim  i«v  ^):^era?ai?'';^  \;^r^ 
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The  earl  of  Oriiiond's  miscarriages  are  fo  extitiiifi 
and  his  favour  to  the  Irdh  fo  apparent^  that  few  belicrc  be 

can 

fivvi  tlidr  iatei^U  of  f&wtrt  they  wUl  aeith«r  giwrfa  Inibknt  m  cia  bimv« 

Iheir  Kinf,  nor  wiH  xhc  Prif^et  bii^t  any  occafion  to  ccM^rupt  ihest  aUJsoufl 
be  had  the  meAOi  todA  U^  which  in  thii  new  modd  he  €«iina(  lim*  Th<£r 
fi»cn  >n  tbtir  (e^^ml  Cfliusoii  diQuld  hive  i»  ocha-  iQi!ru^«ia&f  WU  C0  ^* 
fo^^i  of  ill  iKmgt  ftnd  «£l  tn  thdr  fgyrnil  charges,  J^  »tt  iglqp^  Jgrf  |A^ 
MnliaiiJ  i  ant)  Hi  til  be  lofwenble  to  Pn^iament,  fr  m  ttnc  to  ^vi»»  ^Hf 
riiiliekiui  or  iujviled  mlfdemcjinoyr*  Diiiy  ih%t  Coaimi  wlsicili  OMB^pvlfai 
f  ubiic  rtvenuej  &1II  (bcA>Jes  d  very  copkius  ind  Winnlilv 
itull  be  left  tahh  Ma)elly's  dirpcfal  ibr  bii  own  «Titertiii 
the  fplendnr  »9d  fnajc^y  of  cbe  pncmment)  have  ind 
MajeAy  (if  he  plealet  to  command  ihem  and  mic  othcnv^fe)  m  fStmUig^laiAwi 
and  DTdering  hi»  Oefonomy  nnd  -^oufhoMi  and^  jftbry  fh^lUee  U  nccciTitf 
fof  eitraordEJiary  octifions  of  treatJng  fot^ign  Princes  and  Amk^iTadim,  or 
{^refcating  them,  ^d  the  iike  c^en  acton  of  greatnets,  to  confent  wiEh  ha 
Jidijciby  moderately  tn  eharge  tht  Revenue  t,i  that  endr  f  rerily  belie rej 
that  this  e^jipediejit  i»  much  mote  eBeilual  chjn  either  the  JuliJcjj  of  Anpm 
was,  or  the  Epho res  of  Sparta  5  who  being  t*  check  tbc  king  aUnoft  in  e^try 
th'mgr  without  having  any  Hhntc  in  his  CounciU  or  urtderitaAdiAg  Ihem,  could 
not  cUook  but  makcL  a  fulkn  pofliire  of  tfftjtita ;  wbeieaa  ihefe  b^ch  fetjn  li»d 
nail)'  are  the  Kt<ig's  mmiiler>»  oni^  Jibiiged  by  Parliament  (a  a^  fakhfvll) 
and  h^ntftly,  ia  which,  even  wichouc  that^  ali  othet  Cnun^eilari  w  btmni 
hj  oath.  As  far  the  ithcr  Councji,  now  *miLled  the  Pjivy  Coundlv  lheK.inf 
fuay  ft  ill  continue  to  nnminate  them  at  hiu  pleafurc^  fa  they  a£t  »y3fhin|  ^n 
Aiiyof  the  nutters  properlj'  within  the  juri£iLi&ion  of  thefc  fourCaumcitH  hui 
jneddk  with  the  ifl^is  of  me tchanta,  plonEafionsr  chartflrs,  and  other  m».t- 
tejBj  to  which  [he  rtgat  power  ejitendcth,  Andj  providcd»  that  hk  Mt^fij 
ctl]  naiit  of  the  pOFfona  rmployed  in  thcfe  other  foiir  cmndli  dunng  th?k 
luelng  fo  J,  T>\ir  xhut  ihis  Council  ilo  any  way  interTnciidb  with  ajxf  iftaif% 
criminal  "^t  civISp  which  are  tn  he  decided  by  hWj  and  &a  bck>ng  to  the  jurii- 
di^tiona  of  other  Courts  or  Magiflntes  j  they  being  no  etlabllihrd  Juditit:irv 
ot  congreptionj  which  either  our  govern msnt  or  bwi  do  take  notice  of,  ai 
was  fjjd  befbret  but  peffons  congregated  by  the  King,  as  bii  friends  in  J 
filth  til  I  fubj^£bf  to  give  hhn  their  opinion  in  the  eaetutlon  of  hii  rc|ral 
cScc,  As  for  exainple,  the  K'^B  "^o^s  eiwrcifK,  *t  tht»  time,  a  ne^iijvt 
woice  as  to  biJli  pfefentcd  to  him  by  the  Parhamciit,  wHieh  he  cblms  by  rtphi  j 
|U3  m^  ever  fnid  that  the  privy  council  had  a  negative  votec  j  yet  ficdmer 
KiJigi  did  not  only  ajk  their  aJvice  as  to  the  psHlng  or  oat  pa^tig  af  ft^h 
lijUi^  but  oftai)  decided  the  matter  by  thrir  votes  |  which,  alth<!^iigh  it  he  a 
hfgli  pfefumptlon  in  them,  when  they  venture  to  give  him  cauncJJ  cootraiy 
to  what  h  given  him  by  his  great  council,  yet  r»Ever  any  of  them  b«ve  befst 
gueftloDed  for  it  i  b^ing  looked  upon  u  prrvate  mzn^  who  fpcak  aecovtilng  m 
the  be  ft  c*f  vhclt  eutimn^i  and  fuch  as  have  no  pubUc  cef^icity  at  alL  But  if 
ibjs  be  nut  io^  mnd  iiWt\Vu  twit\ii\Wv<it  femw.  ^lis^M-WMn  in  law,  aiKt  foas 
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can  continue  in  the  government  of  Irelaad*    Some  fpeak 
of  three  juftices  and  a.j;ood  commander  of  the  armjr^ 

whoUy 

«'hO|  if  (ecftcy  be  required*  may  as  well  be  fworo  to  f««ecy  ai  tbefe  GcntlemejBiy 
.and  I  beDeve  can  keep  counfel  as  well  and  give  it  too. 

Ntl/le  Vtnetian,  But  would  you  have  none  to  manage  ftate  affairt»  nooe 
iropriibned  for  fccret  confpiraciesy  and  kept  till  they  can  be  fully  difoovered  ? 
You  have  made  an  »,&  here  lately  about  Imprilbnments,  that  every  peribo 
/hall  have  his  Habea\  Cctfusf  I  thmk  you  call  it )  fo  that  no  man*  hr  what 
.occafioi}  foever,  can  lie  in  priibn  above  a  night,  but  the  cauie  muft  be  levcaledy 
.thou^;h  there  be  great  caufe  for  the  concealing  it. 

Engl'yb  GentUman.  This  ad  you  mention  and  a  great  many  more  which  we 
have  to  the  lame  purpofe,  that  is,  i^gainft  illegal  imprifonmentSy  fliewtf  that 
for  a  long  time  the  power  over  mpn*s  perfons  hu  been  exercifedt  under  hb 
Majefty,  by  fuch  as  were  very  likely  nther  to  employ  it  ili  than  well  \  thit 
isy  would  lather  imprifon  ten  men  fot  honorable  anions,  fuch  «a  ftaoding  for 
the  peopic^  rights  in  Parliamanty  rej^fing  to  pay  illegal  taxes  and  the  like* 
than  one  for  projeding  and  inventing  illegal  monopolies*  or  any  other  kind 
of  opprefling  of  the  People*  This  made  firft  Magna  Chartay  then  the  Peti» 
tun  of  Right,  and  divsis  ads  befides  this  laft*  take  that  Power  quite  away) 
0Md  make  the  law  and  tbt  judgts  the  only  dt^tn  of  the  ft^rtus  of  mrffjms* 
Jind  it  may  be*  when  the  Parliament  Aall  fee  the  fruit  of  this  alteration  we 
are  now  difcourfing  of*  and  that  ftate  affairs  are  in  better  hands*  tl^cy  may 
^hink  fit  to  provide*  that  a  return  or  wamnt  of  imprlfonmeot  from  one  of 
thefe  four  Councils  (which  I  fuppofe  will  have  a  power  of  commitment  gire& 
them  as  to  perfons  appearing  delinquents  befoie  them)  wherein  it  (hall  be  ex« 
{vefled  that  the  Public  is  like  to  fuffer  or  be  defrauded  if  the  matter  be  Jm. 
mediately  divulged*  I  iay  in  this  caie*  the  Parliament  may  pleafe  to  make  it 
lawful  for  the  Judge  to  delay  the  baling  of  him  for  Ibme  imall  time  ;  becaafe 
it  is  not  to  be  judged,  that  thefe  councelburs  fo  chofen  and  fo  inftrudcd*  and 
to  continue  fo  fmall  a  time*  will  u(e  their  povrer  ill*  efpecially  being  aceount- 
able  for  any  abufing.of  it  to  the  nest  Parliament.  And  I  fuppofe  the  Parliiiv 
jnent*  amongft  other  provifions  in  this  behalf*  will  requite  that  there  Aall  be  e 
regifter  kept  of  all  the  votes  of  thefe  feveral  Councils*  with  ihe  names  of  thofe 
who  coniented  as  of  fuch  who  difTented.  As  to  the  former  part  of  your 
queftion*  whether  I  would  have  none  to  manage  State  affairs  i  I  think  there 
are  very  few  State  affairs*  that  do  not  concern  either  peace  and  war*  and 
treaties  abroad ;  the  management  of  the  arms*  militia  and  pofle.comhatns  at 
home )  the  management  of  all  the  public  moneys*  and  the  eledion  of  i^T" 
officers  whatfoever.  The  other  parts  of  Sute  affairs*  which  are  making  aad 
repealing  of  laws*  puniihing  high  crimes  againft  the  State*  vHith  Ifvyiag  anf 
proportioning  all  manner  of  impoiitions  upon  the  People^  this  is  nfenti^tat 
the  Parliament  itielf )  and  the  execodon  of  all  laws  to  the  Judges  and  ma^U 
tratei :  And  I  can  think  of  no  other  afiiurt  of  Sute  than  tfatfe. 

Doffor,    Do  you  intend*  that  the  Cooncil  for  chnflug  ofictn  UL^iid^ 
them  of  the  king*s  bouihold*  that  is  his  menial  iet^iniA) 


EngS/b  Gtailmaa,  .  No*  that  «tn  watakuBtiMt  eai«e^«Dc<!  ^^^^!?Sr 
nny junaiaiont  in  die  Klufdoai  or  aay  j/^at  oc yc-%m\iwi*»^^^*)f*^SSk 
$utMcd  »  fuch  Q0k^    BttCiatlicfBtlttifi^Y^dk^MiDCim'^^^ 
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wholly  fixtd  upon  zn  Englifti  ifitereft ;  but  if  m  Ueuteesmt 
be  fetit,  I  believe  it  wUi  be  EITex  or  HiUifajc 

jorirdrfttoni  dT theft  iewtnl  Councilt^  wherein,  la  G^AwntA  »xi,f.A  u* 
»t«TA,  a&  Mjchiavei  calls  iCj  la  n^w  to  be  plfCcJ^   I  jlbiH  asC  fti^taete 

'    fj»f  my  thing  ;  bur  Alftirc  jrourfclf^  ifeva-JteDmetci  tJut,   ti  willlwvof  vdL 
il"igttt<^i  jf>   PariiimenE*  they  b*inf  t^  |ochi  at  coomirmg  foch  i 
making  ihcrn  praaicAblt,  «  wel*  ja  it  peifortiuiig  ait  ©eber  j 
tern  the  intenft  and  grcatatfiot  the  krngdoi]]. 

/3fl^flr-  I  have  tboughe  that  the  Ecihors  of  Spart*  were  i 
•  fTftricy,  not  only  for  the  infercft  of  fhe  Ptoplf,  but  likewtJ«  Air  iIk  I 
▼atiao  of  the  autborify  of  the  Kijiji  Jtid  isf  dicir  Inti  tcow  For  PlnGPch  ob^ 
fervet  that  the  <iiit$  ^f  Me0eoe  m4  Arg»t  had  the  fkine  gewmrmamm  «i^ 
L4ccdenK}»|  »nd  yet  for  want  of  ene^mg  fuch  ?s  sntbotftr  m  m  la  tie 
^phfjT^,  thejT  were  not  oaU  pcrpettially  in  brm^t  anaoi>fil  tiicirDfrlvt»j  uti 
tar  that  r^foii  c^ver  beattn  by  tndr  enemies  whefeai  the  Spftrtatii  were  2iw^ 
vk^tsrioui,  but  even  their  Kliigi  were  the  motl  fnifrr^le  of  men,  beini  o^i 
callM  in  qocftion  jodicUliy  and  fo  loll  their  Iivesj  -md  many  of  tb^  njujdeitd 

«  by  infuTTt^tions  of  the  P<i-»ptc:  And  at  laD  in  i»ch  thefe  citicj,  the  K\np 
were  driven  out,  their  families  ex [irpited',  the  territc^!^  m^MFftividedj  i»t  the 
gDvcT^mcnt  turned  into  ^  Dt-m^cracy-  ^f^rf  /  rt:*rc  thur^ift  thai  iLa  esi^ditet 
\au  prcf^'c^  ffirl  hivcheird  joii  difcourfe  of  it  ottcii  b?ft^re  now,  ^htuiJ  jhrft'i 

find  fidf  a  Friice  itfha  ii  a  kvoof  hU  C^ifntry^  ^hith  gr^^htit^  ter^  g^  Jrjff 
fitlili  one  as  it  has  f  leafeil  God  to  fend  ns  ol  ihii  time,  Jhail  he  rni  twi  it^t 
fii>Ji!tae  veitA  thh  rfguUmn  h  made,  then  nurr  hs  «pffi  er  trsuM  Be  Stefan  j  awd 
thai  wjohaifimftr  ht  p-ptjit  in  sn^  '>ffbtft  C'^nmik  %eUi'  he  rvtik'rJ  js  a  /jw,  wj^ 
as  ah  orack  t  And  oit  the  ^fic^-J^det  iil  and  ^wta^  Ptittcfi  pbgJ/  inn;^  ms  p^i^'irf 
9f££rrKptmg  ffipt*  cf  dom^  chUr  ihnfifihf^  or  their  P^le  ititf  kmd  ^/lvr*rr 
m\J(hkf.     But  h-ive  you  doji'?  n^iw  ? 

' Bn^yh  CtrdkpiaR.  No,  Sir,  when  this  pravjA^n  if  roadc  for  the  esecn- 
tion  of  the  lawi,  which  I  ihink  eery  cffG^lnal  piai  hi  fay  infallible,  iltboB^li 
It  I*  not  to  be  doubted,  hut  th.it  tln-rt  will  be  from  time  to  time  mjnj  cTCd* 
l^nt  laws  ena£led,  yet  tis*o  I  itouH  have  ^ffci  immediately.  The  one  con- 
cerning the  whob  rr^ulation  of  the  elettiofis  to  Parlismcnt,  which  we  need 
very  much  and  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  well  ^ont.  That  part  which  is  ncccf- 
fjry  to  go  hnnd  in  hand  with  our  fcttlement  and  which  indeed  muft  be  part  oi 
it,  is  that  a  Parliament  be  elected  every  year  at  a  cettaln  day,  and  that  without 
any  writ  or  fummons,  the  People  meeting  of  courfe  at  the  time  appoisted  in 
the  ufual  pbcc,  as  they  do  in  paiiih^s  at  the  Church-houfc  to  chufe  officer^, 
and  that  the  flicr'16's  be  there  rca  ly  to  prefide  and  to  certifie  the  ckdion. 
And  that  the  Parliament  fo  chofen  /hall  meet  at  the  time  appointed,  and  fit 
and  adjourn  a*?  their  bufmefs  is  more  or  lefs  urgent  j  but  ftill  fetting  yet  a 
time  for  their  coming  together  again  ;  but  if  there  (hall  be  a  ncceflity,  by 
rcafon  of  invasion  or  fome  other  caufe,  for  their  afTembling  fooncr,  then  the 
King  to  caW  t\\e  Co\iuce\\ox*  ol  x^^^t^w«  C^v^wdVi  all  together,  and  with 
the  content  of  tiie  tuar^^it  ^^n.  oS  x\i^ta<»  \Ti&s&«K.'^«H&  '«ftft;^\kvV««taKx\^^t. 
irhcft  ic  day  wmw  iw  i)«Mi  ^t^tl^kl^m^J«w^^«wiJi«>»^^ifivaafi^^  '^^^ac*.         V^ 
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That  you  may  fee  the  good  humour  we  are  in,  I  here 

cnclofcd  fend  you  a  piece  of  poetry  given  unto  me  by  a 

friend 

be  undrrftood  to  be  diflblved  In  law,  without  any  other  ceremony,  and  the 
new  one  tu  take  their  place. 

DcBcTi  I  would  have  this  confidered  too  and  provided  for,  that  no  elec- 
tion (hould  b*e  made  of  any  perfon  who  had  not  the  majority  of  the  Eledors 
prefent  to  vot:  for  him ;  fo  the  writ  orders  it  and  fo  rcafon  di£lates ;  for  elfc 
liow  can  he  be  faid  to  rcp.cfcnt  the  County,  if  not  a  fifth  part  have  confcnted 
to  his  choice,  a:  happens  fometimes  and  may  do  oftner  ?  for  where  feven  or 
eight  ftand  for  one  vacant  place,  as  ihave  known  in  our  laft  Long  Parliament, 
where  the  votes  being  fct  in  columns,  he  who  has  held  inoft  votes>  has  no| 
exceeded  four  hundred  of  above  two  tboufand  who  were  prelent. 

NobU  Venetian*  This  is  a  ftrange  way.  I  thought  you  had  put  cverv  man 
by  himfelf,  as  we  do  in  our  government,  and  as  I  underftood  they  do  in  die 
Hottfe  of  Commons,  when  there  is  any  .nomination^  and  then,  if  he  has  not 
the  major  part,  he  is  icjeftcd. 

Ettgrijb  GentUman,  This  is  very  material  and  indeed  eflentlal  j  but!  make 
no  doubt,  but  if  this  projed^  fhould  come  in  play  in  Parllamcr.t,  this  and  all 
other  particulars  which  would  be  both  needlefs  and  tedious  to  difcourfeof  here, 
will  be  well  and  effefiually  provided  for.  The  next  ad  I  would  have  pafled, 
ihould  be  concerning  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  that,  as  I  take  it  for  granted,  there 
will  be  adaufe  in  the  Bill  concerning  eledions,  that  no  new  Boroughs  {ball  be 
enabled  to  fend  Members  to  Parliament  except  they  ihallbe  capacitated  there- 
unto  by  an  a£t ;  fo,  it  being  of  the  fame  ncccflity,  as  to  the  Liberty  of  VS» 
litment,  that  the  Peers  (who  do  and  muft  enjoy  both  a  negative  and  a  deli- 
berative voice  in  all  Parliamentary  tranfadions  except  what  concern  levying 
of  money  originally)  be  exempted  from  depending  abfolutely  upon  the  Prince, 
and  that  therefore  it  be  declared  by  ad,  for  the  future,  that  no  Peer  ihall  be 
made  but  by  ad  of  Parliament,  and  then  that  it  be  hereditary  in  his  male  line^ 

NobU  Fenetian*  I  am  not  yet  fully  Satisfied  how  you  can  order  your  mat- 
ters concerning  this  Houfe  of  Peers  $  nor  do  I  fee  how  the  contefts  between 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  them,  can  be  fo  laid  afleep  but  that  they  will  rids 
again.  Befides,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  muft  neceflarily  be  extremely  con- 
cerned to  find  the  Houfe  of  Peert^  which  confifts  of  private  peribns  though 
very  great  and  honorable  ones,  in  an  inftant  daflyall  diat  they  have  been  ib 
long  hammering  for  the  good  d^all  the  People  of  England  wlwm  they  reprefisaC* 
Were  it  not  better,  now  you  are  upon  fo  great  alterations,  to  make  an  anAUl 
eledive  Senate,  or  at  leaft  one  wherein  the  Members  fhould  be  but  for  life 
and  not  hereditary. 

EngM>  Gentleman,    By  no  means.  Sir,  the  lefs  change  the  better,  ind  111 
this  cale  the  metaphy ileal  maxime  is  more  true  than  in  any,  vis.  Emia  am 
fine  multlpVtcanJaJiiie  neceffkate  \  for  great  alterations  fright  men  tiid  puiile 
them,  and  there  is  no  need  of  it  at  all  in  this  cafe.     I  have  told  you  befbce* 
that  there  is  a  neceffity  of  a  Senate,  and  how  fliort  thJs^venLmetkX.Nllt^a^^^«A> 
without  it,  and  how  confufed  in  the  mean  dmt*    •!>»  tLwnjtt.^Mos*.^^^ 
herediury  imongd  thcPitricii,  cxceptthc  CciiloeUKittq  «A^i««^«^'^^^^'^ 
nrf/  JuriDg  bit  M^'ilracy  for  fome  Tcry  great  and  tc»A»^o^«  "'^•^JL'*  -e^^- 
tatbgt  cstfc  too  then  iM  an  appeal  to  ^%  PtopVe,  MVEktS^^ite^  eva»^^     ,^^ 


"™inee»ieof  Lttt 

•f  »»  •«<i  '/  (ottt  a 
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The  houfc  of  commons  have  this  day  prefcnted  unto  the 

lords,  Ae  articles  drawn  againft  the  fire  lords  in  tbc 

Tower 

iftjhft  his  Majefty*s  will  and  intereft  that  fuch  an  aft  Ihould  pafs>  wharevpoa 
it  has  found  obftrudion ;  but  hereafter^  if  our  expedient  take  place,  it  caii« 
not  be  fo*  Firft,  becaufe  our  King  hinofelf  cannot  have  any  defigns  gcnng^ 
as  was  proved  before*  which  fhall  nuke  it  his  advamtage  to  hiader  any  good 
intended  his  people,  whofe  profperity  then  will  be  his  own.  And  then^  be* 
caufe  In  a  (hort  r^mt  the  1  eers  being  made  by  a£t  of  Parliameoty  will  confift 
of  the  beft  men  in  England  both  for  parts  and  cftates ;  and  thofe  who  are  al- 
ready made,  if  any  of  them  have  fmal!  eftatesy  the  King^  if  he  had  the  inte* 
reft,  would  not  have  the  means  to  corrupt  them*  the  publick  moneys  and 
the  great  offices  being  to  be  difpenfed  in  another  manner  than  formerly  :  lb 
their  Lordfhips  will  have  no  motive  in  the  world  to  fleer  their  votes  and  conn- 
cilsy  but  their  own  honour  and  confcience  and  the  prefervation  and  prafpeii^ 
of  their  Country^  So  that  it  woub  be  both  needleis  and  nnjuft  to  pretend  anj 
change  of  this  kind*  Befides,  this  alteration  in  the  adminlftration  of  our  go* 
vernment  being  propofed  to  be  done  by  the  unanimoos  confent  of  KJngp 
Lords  and  Commons,  and  not  otherwifc,  it  would  be  very  prepofteroos  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Peers  would  deipofe  themfelves  of  their  hereditary  rights  and 
betake  themfelves  to  the  hopes  of  being  ele^ed.  It  is  true,  they  have  loft 
the  power  they  had  o%er  the  Commons*  but  that  has  not  been  taken  from 
them  by  any  law  no  more  than  it  was  ^ven  them  by  any^  but  is  fallen  by  the 
eourfe  of  nature,  as  has  been  (hewn  at  large.  But  though  they  can^  lead 
the  C'^mmons  by  their  tenures,  as  formerly*  yet  there  is  no  reafon  or  coloox 
tlut  they  ibould  lolie  their  Co-ordination,  which  I  am  fure  t^ey  have  bv  hiv 
and  by  the  fundamental  conftitution  of  the  government ;  and  which  is  &lbr 
firom  being  prejudicial  to  a  lafting  (ettlement*  as  was  fiiid,  that  it  infinitely 
contributes  to  it,  and  prevents  the  confufioii  which  would  dcftroy  it.  If  I 
ihould  liave  propo(ed  any  thin^  in  this  Uifcourfe  which  (hould  have  intrenched 
upon  the  K.ing*s  hereditary  right*  or  that  (hould  have  hindred  the  Msjefty 
and  greatnels  of  thefe  kingdoms  from  bein|  reprefsnted  by  his  royal  perfbo^ 
I  (hould  have  made  your  ftory  of  the  Capuchme  fryar  very  applicable  to  me« 

NokliJ^aittian.  1  fee  you  have  not  forgiven  me  that  novel  yeC  But 
pray  let  me  a(k  You  one  queftion*  Why  do  you  make  the  election  of  great 
officers  to  be  by  a  fmall  (ecret  Council  that  had  been  ipore  proper  for  a  amae* 
sf^tts  afTembly,  as  it  is  in  moft  Commonwealths  f 

Engiyb  Gtntlimaw,  It  is  fo  in  Democracies*  and  was  lb  in  Sparta^  and  is 
done  by  your  great  C<>uncil  in  Venice ;  but  we  are  not  making  fuch  a  kind  df 
government,  hut  rtSifymg  sn  atttient  monarciyf  and  pving  the  Prinoc  ioii^ 
help  in  the  admiuiitracion  of  that  great  branch  of  his  regality.  Befidet*  it  it 
fufficieot*  that  oar  Parliament  chufes  thefe  Councils*  that  is  always  under* 
(bod  the  Lords  and  Commons*  with  thcKing*s  content.  Befides*  It  if  pof* 
(ible*  that  if  foch  a  regulation  as  this  come  in  debate  amongft  dtemi  tbfi 
ParKament  will  referve  to  itfelf  the  approbadon  of  the  great  offioen»  at  Ckta- 
cellor*  Judges*  General  Officers  of  an  army  and  the  ftke}  and  thatftt^li 
iball  not  have  a  fettlement  in  tboCe  charges*  till  tliey  ate  aocotdl«f}.;\  ^VVcmtjk 
of,  but  may  in  tpe  mean  dme  exercife  them*  A%  xc^  ys^^v^uVk  \  ^^^  ]^ 
wt^  nUer  you  tQ  what  the  ParIiM«ca\  Hiitt  V*4«t  fit  \ft  w^x  "^"^^^^'^^^ 


f^^its  biit  makK 
f*»«  yoii  ^y  W 

I  bf  licTc  ^Tc  im  n;,e 

J^h«cterari£hcre 
**;     But  there:  irtc 

^^^r.  '*  thcgrun 
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admit  of  the  lords  amendments  of  it  ^  One  Reading,  a 
lawyei:,  nc>t  long  fince  offered  four  thouiand  pounds,  and 
bi|i|jdred  pounds  a  year  in  land  toBcdloe,  if  he  would  dif- 
fiyow  the  teftimony  he  had  giyen  againft  the  lords  of 
Powysy  Bellaflys  and  Peters  $  ^hi^  being  communicated 

inu/  tj^cti ;  and  therefore  it  would  wonderfully  conduce  to  the  good  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  to  the  compofing  our  difordered  StatSy  if  there  were  men 
of  fo  high  and  unqueftionable  a  repuution*  that  they  were  above  all  fufpi* 
cion  and  di(hiift,  and  fo  might  adYenture  upon  boldy  that  It,  in  this  caifef 
aiederate  counocls,  for  thfr  faving  of  their  country.  Such  men  tbtre  vwe  m 
the  ParRamcnt  of  1640,  at  leaft  twenty  or  tbMy  who  having  flood  their  ground 
knjleven  TarTuments  hefire,  which  i»  the  two  Itfi  Kingt  rngn  bad  hem  mtUve^ 
eihrupihf  and  in  wrath  f  and  having  re^ed  the  fear  of  imprifmment  ana  greai 
Jiwet  FOR  THxx«  LOTS  TO  XN^LAN^y  «t  wcU ai  the Hmfitatm  ofatomf^m$ 
eBceo  to  hetrM  it,^  Both  offered  by  the  wicked  CoutMlors  ofthatafe,  tending  both 
to  the  ruin  ofourjvfi  rights  and  the  detriment  of  their  majfers  affairs ;  Ifayf  bereft 
ing  conflantly  and  w'ah  great  magnammity  and  honour  made  proof  of  their  in$a» 
grity^  they  had  acquired  fo  great  a  reputation^  that  not  only  the  Parliament  but 
evenalm^  the  whole  People  fiuck  to  tbem^  and  werefwayedby  ^hem  h  aSions  of 
a  much  higher  nature  than  atty  are  now  difcourfed  oK  without  fear  of  being  de* 
fertedf  or  as  we  fay,  left  in  the  lurch,  as  the  People  of  France  often  are  by  their 
Grandees,  when  they  raife  little  civil  wars  to  get  great  places,  which  asjoon  at 
tbrt  are  offered,  they  lay  down  arms  and  leave  their  folkmers  to  be  hangedfl  But 
although  tbefe  two  reitfoos  of  the  filence  of  fome  wife  men,  and  tl^Q  w»nt  of 
ftputation  in  cthen>  does  give  us  but  a  fad  profp^d  of  out  land  of  prongjfc^ 
^t  we  have  one  confidtration  which  does  encourage  at  to  hope  better  thinga 
ere  long,  ^nd  that  is  the  infalTible  certainty  that  we  cannot  long  continue  at  wi 
0re,  and  that  we  can  never  mSiorate,  but  by  fome  fueh  principles  as  we  have  beem 
here  all  this  while  difcourfing  of,  and  that  without  fuch  helps  and  fu^Qourf  1^ 
may  be  drawn  from  thence,  we  muft  go  from  one  diftra^ion  to  another^  tiU 
ve  come  into  a  civil  war,  and  in  the  elofe  of  it  be  certainly  a  prey  i»  tile 
King  of  France,  who  (on  which  fide  it  mettere  not)  will  be  a  gamefter  and 
Iweep  ftakes  at  laft ;  the  world  not  heing  iidw  eqoaHy  ballanced  between  two 
Princes  alike  powerful^  as  it  was  dMruig  our  lail' civil  war ;  and  if  aT^U  ^^ 
danger,  u  the  only  means  to  prevent  it,  be  underftood  in  time  (as  no  doubt 
it  will)  we  ihali  be  the  happieft  and  gfcateft  Hadoa  in  the  wqirid  is  4  iic^ 
•time.  J  and  in  the  mean  time,  may  enjoy  thehSs  and  moft  juft  eafie  ^over^* 
ment  of  any  People  upon  earth.  If  yoo  aflc  me  whether  I  eould  have  o^red 
any  thing  tlut  I  thought  better  than  this,  1  anfwer  you  .at  Solon  did  a  Pbitor 
^pher,  who  aflced  him  whether  be  could  not  have  made*  a  better  government 
of  Athens  ?  Yes,  but  that  his  was  the  beft,  that  the  People  would  or  ooqil 
receive.  And  now  I  beJieve  you  will  bear  me  witneis,  that  I  have  npt 
•treated  you  as  a  wife  man  would  have  done  in  filence-)  hiit  2t  is  thl»  tb^yl 
iyi  end  (0 j|hi«  tltde  utck  which  hit  aeufeated  you  for  three  dig^i  ^(hter^ 
Plato  redivivus.    Or  Dialogues  edncefnW 


■ 
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unto  pritKC  Robert  and  the  earl  of  Eflex ;  lie  broygM 
Railing  by  thctr  advice  into  a  ptacc^  where  two  witiidfo 
heard  him  \  whereupon  Rcadiitg  was  ipprchetKicd^  and  fce 
having  founi  Rltans  whilft  he  was  in  the  ferjemnfli  ^llil   j 
to  fend  a  letter  to  his  wife,  lo  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Qlf-    I 
Yuifi  (dcfiriug  to  be  admitted  to  the  king's  prcleiKC|  p^    , 
mifing  to  tell  great  matters)  his  iiia}etty  reibrs  him  wiioitf 
to  the  houfe  of  commons^  and  offers  to  lOlic  oy  t  a  Q|^d 
miflioa  of  oyer  and  terminer  for  his  trial,  which  wirf^l^ 
Very  fpeedjr,  if  he  feve  not  himfclf  by  dtfecnrenei :  tto 
morning   a  letter  wes  intercepted  wtktcn  to  bim  by  ii$ 
wift^  whcrciji  flie  tells  him,  that  every  body  Cz*  -^   *-:  1%  t 
rogue,  and  if  he  doth  not  confefs  all  he  will  be  hanged, 
and  (he  together  with  her  children  ruined.     I  am. 

Your  moft  humble  fcrvant. 

5/7?,  LondoHy  A/ri/§i. 

You  are  fo  much  afore-hand  in  obliging  sne  wben  { 
moft  wanted  a  friend,  that  I  cannot  hope  in  a  long  lime  to 
pay  my  debt,  though  I  were  in  a  place  that  gave  me  more 
advantages,  than  any  I  can  ever  reafooably  expefi;  but 
you  may  ever  be  fure  of  all  that  is  within  my  reach.  I 
write  now  in  fome  hafte,  but  am  unwilling  this  poft  (hoiHJ 
go  without  a  letter  frpm  me.  I  prefume  you  know  that 
the  carl  of  Danby  rendered  himfelf  to  the  black  rod  on 
Wednefday  laft :  and  that  defiring  of  the  lords  at  the  bar, 
that  for  his  health  he  might  be  fufFered  to  continue  under 
bis  cufiody ;  thajt  he  might  have  recourfe*  as  often  as  ac<- 
cafion  ftiould  require,  to  all  ftate  papers  that  were  necef- 
lary  to  >um  vu  ta^VAtv^\i\  ^^^^yv^^\  thait  he  might  at  once 
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have  a  copy  of  all  his  charge,  and  be  obliged  not  to  anfwcr 
to  any  part,  until  the  whole  were  before  him;  and  diat  be 
might  have  Serjeant  Wefton,  ferjeant  Raymond,  Mr: 
Sanders  and  Mr.  Holt  afligned  Unto  him  for  counfel ;  he 
received  no  other  anfwer,  than  that  if  he  told  what  papers 
he  defired,  the  houfe  would  do  as  was  ufual  inthofe  cafes  t 
that  the  houfe  of  commons  conk!  not  be  abridged  of* their* 
berty  retained  to  itfelf,  of  bringing  in  additional  chai^geai 
if  it  were  thought  fit:  that  he  might  bavelbr^iscoeiiie^ 
fuch  of  thofe  he  had  named  as  wtre  not 'of  the  king's  :iikMl 
that  he  muft  be  committed  to  the  TV>wer,  wbere'ChsikSl 
received  him.  Subtle  men  find  great  myftsries  ia  his  reit« 
dering  himfelf,  and^make  the  king  to  be  of  the  plot)  but 
thofe  that  fee  no  farther  than  I,  believe  he  hath  had  in 
this,  and  all  his  bufmefTes  of  late^  no  other  counfel  dito 
his  lady.  '  \  -       :  '.    ; 

You  will  perhaps  be  furpriz'd  to  hear,  that  yefterdikif 
the  king  did  entirely  di/Tdive  his  old  priry  council,'  and 
chofe  a  new  one,  confifting  of  fifteen  officers  of  the  crowir, 
ten  lords,  and  five  commoners ;  his  majefty  retaining  inMo 
himfelf  the  liberty  of  naming  a  prefident,  calling  fiicil 
princes  of  the  blood,  as  (hould  be  from  time  to  time;  tni 
the  fecretary  of  Scotland  for  the  time  being,  if  he  thought 
fit ;  declaring  moreover,  that  whenfoever  any  place  flioutd 
be  vacant,  he  would  name  none  without  the  advice  of 'the 
council ;  and  that  the  perfon  named  fhould  be  called  by  i 
tetter  fubfcribcd  by  them  all*-  To  which' he  was  pleafedJt 
add.  That  he  would  have  noJSt^or  ptincifatrnnj/brfiyi 
committee  ,of  foirpilga^a^^rs,  or  cs||>iniet  couocU  V  b«c!^x^ 
in  all  things  he  wpuld  follow  and  x«\j  u^id  liji^vt  VStfvc*^ 
.    Appendix.  I  ^^»^ 


w*»  privjft 
Sttffex,  as  t 


Aii%Mr«i»Fi 
Xhe  lords  Ra£ 

Ihe  king- ««»» «• 
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If  he  and  two  more  can  well  agree  amongft  diemfelvef,  I 
believe  they  wilt  have  the  managetnent  of  almdft  att  bufi^ 
nefirs)  and  «iay  lirlftg  much  li«oiir  to  themfelveS)  tad 
^ooJtoour  natien. 

I  (iiWI  meii*»  htan  much  fet  upon  taking  die  govemnMlC 
of  Ireland  out  of  the  earl  of  Oniiond't  hands.  If  a  lietiM^ 
nant  be  nanaed,  I  believe  it  will  bo  Eflex  or  Halifiuc  j  9aip 
if  neither  of  tboflh  three  juftieof. 

Others  defign  HaliBix  fitcctflbr  to  Ms  unUo.  OofOHtffi 
You  will  perhaps  wonder,  not  to  hear  hIsbfOlhtr  WiUiai| 
«ientionedi  but  u  yet  dietfe  is  no occafion  fer  it. 

W«  Innre  erety  day  hciifh  ahms  from  the  French  ici^ 
and  I  find  no  body  but  Ae  lord  Sunderland  and  myfelf  dM 
believenot  one  wordof  it.  Morgan,  governor  of  JerA]% 
is  dead,  «nd  Lahte  a|ipoinStd  to  fuccotd  taau  That  oir. 
oAies  any  be  managed  by  as  able  a  omki  abroad  as  dmt 
ifflaod  is  defended  byi  fir  R.  Goodrike  eitpofts  in  a  fint 
days  tobe  di^tched  fer  Spoki.  We  do  not  ytt  fee  wlllt 
cffcft  d»  ^d>  of  die  king  of  (Sweden  will  have  as  lo  dM; 
peacfe  of  Europe.  I  icceivod  the  good  piece  of  poetry^ 
that  I  lent  you,  from  die  lord  Htiihau  You  fhould  kK9t 
Adgt'sSfmk  by  diis  poft,  bocit is  veryioag,  md  I  writ 
write  it  in  my  own  1U«H  ^SrWCh  loMigerii  mt  to  ftty  ofldl 
the  next  week.  The  boufii  of  cootmom  hadi  beeii  all  dllo 
day  upon  fir  John  Hubbetifs  petidoneMcemuig  thedee- 
tion  of  kinights  of  the  (kirii  fyf^otMk^  but  I  know  mit 
ihefisKift.   Imh 


l^%  lETTERS     OF 

SIRt  t&ndim^ 

Or  tbti  day  was  a  fc'nnfghCi  I  writ  unto  fou  wb 
had  heard  of  the  paflages  of  the  foregoing  week ;  a 
thougb  1  make  no  doubt>  but  you  have  many  thac  g 
you  far  better  accounts  of  what  is  done  dian  I  am  ablf 
do,  1  will  not  make  that  an  cxcufe  for  ^lence»  [eft  0k 
fhould  alledge  the  fame,  and  covering  true  la^ine^  w 
fained  modefly^  leave  you  in  the  dark,  as  my  friends  i 
fne  when  I  was.abrotd. 

The  five  popifli  lords  in  the  towef^  had  at  the  fidV  gi? 
in  cavilling  imccrtafn  anfwers  j  but  Beltaflys  an  J  Pet< 
on  Thurfday,  and  Powys,  Stafford  and  Arundel!  on  S 
turday,  without  any  ambiguity,  pleaded  not  gm/ljt  ^ 
declared  they  put  themfelves  upon  rhe  lords  juftlce. 

I'he  earl  of  Danby  hath  not  thought  fit,  as  yet,  to  di 
fo  clearly,  but  hath  put  in  a  huge  long  anfwer^  contaimi 
great  proteflations  of  his  own  innocence,  as  to  every  pa 
of  his  charge;  and  then  pleads  his  pardon,  which  en 
tnerates  and  acquits  him  of  all  the  crimes,  that  it  is  a]m< 
polTible  for  a  mjtn  to  commit-  This  is  by  fomc  thoug 
very  ftrangei  his  innocence  that  he  protiefts,  declaru 
that  he  bad  no  need  of  pardon,  and  the  pardon  pleaded 
cffciS  acknowledging  the  truth  of  Ins  charge  ;  it  bei 
ufelefs  if  he  be  not  guilty.  Hereupon  other  queAions 
arife,  as  whether  the  king  can  pardon  ?  Whether 
he  have  this  power,  he  hath  rfghdy  executed  itt  t 
formalities  not  having  been  obfcrved  ?  And  kftly,  wheth 
he  wlU  inftft  M\>orL  iK\s  aufwer,  which  will  not  leave  hi 
any  pk*  zx.  ai\>  Vi  &.^  ^^\i.^^i\\i^  \v4\^%k  ^K^^S^'Ov  ^.4i 
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give  no  opinion  upon  thcfe  points,  but  I  hear  the  learned 
fay,  ihe  king  cannot  pardon  a  man  impeached  by  parlia^ 
mcnt  upon  a  publick  account :  that  though  he  could,  this 
would  be  of  no  value,  being  defeftive  in  all  the  formali- 
ties :  and  though  perhaps  the  court  may  be  prevalent  - 
enough  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  to  have  it  admitted ;  that 
would  be  of  evil  confcquence,  no  man  doubting  but  tho 
houfe  of  commons  will  extremely  diflike  fuch  a  judgment) 
and  grow  very  refra^ory  thereupon ;  and  the  whole  nation 
would  follow  them  in  it,  fo  as  all  bufmefs  would  be  there- 
by obftruded ;  by  which  means  the  king,  upoi)  the  per* 
fonal  account  of  the  earl  of  Danby,  would  lofe  the  advan- 
tage of  all  that  has  been  done  of  late  to  pleafe  the  nation  i 
which  I  leave  to  your  judgment,  that  know  the  court 
much  better  than  I  do.  This  point  I  only  find  tobecleaf) 
that  if  the  pardon  can  be  found  good,  though  the  formali-^ 
ties  are  wanting,  it  will  be  made  good ;  and  the  burthen 
left  upon  the  chancellor,  that  put  the  great  feal  unto  it^ 
without  taking  care  of  feeing  them  obferved.- 

Some  judges  were  yefterday  put  outj  Wild  for  inability 
of  body,. and  Barton  and  Thurland  of  mind,  with  fomo 
others ;  to  whom  old  Ellys,  Raymond  and  Pemmertoa^ 
Leake  and  Atkins  the  younger  are  to  fucceed.  The  houfe 
of  lords  is  bufy  upon  one  bill  concerning  popery,  and  the 
houfe  of  commons  upon  another»  both  inclining  to  find  a 
way  of  diftingui(hing  proteflants  only  from  papifts,  but 
cannot  yet  refolve  upon  it,  fo  as  to  include  the  feveral 
difTenting  fe£ts ;  that  papifts  may  not  be  fheltered^  ^xA 
receive  the  indulgence  (^vhich  is  not  mt^ttAtil^«w^^^^^^ 
otbcrnioics',  and  this  difficulty  is  cYuftfL)  otc^^xotv^^"^^ 


tllTtS^S     °*l„»toO.  *^***^^ 
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im  the  more  welcoiiie ;  and  if  he  converted  D'un^  the  AnofSgUu  that  U* 
one  of  the  Smm^t^  there  followed  neither  any  hart  uAtt>  hiin»  nor  lo^e  Of 
honor  to  Dmrffiuu  And  for  Rmtf  if  Gctro  in  kii  mdft  tkcellent  hotk  Pf 
watura  dtorwwh  overthrew  the  national  religion  of  that  Commonwealtb»  W 
was  never  the  farther  from  being  conf^.  But  tbtrt  uaMBANKSsis  mJ[ 
foonufi  IN  MODBaii  riuDSNCB,  motMlf  unto  the  dmaaft  of  chiU  fHftrt* 
wunt,  but  ofrtllgiom  itfilfi  for  to  make  a  roan  in  matter  of  reCgion^  whick 
•dmicteth  not  of  leo&ble  demonftrationy  jurare  in  verba  magiftr^  engege'  ti 
believe  n«  otherwife  then  ia  believed  by  my  Lord  Biftop»  or  Goodman  Pref- 
byter,  is  a  FedantljwUf  that  hath  nude  the  Iword  to  be  a  rod  in  the  hands  o# 
SCHOOL  MASTBEs :  by  which  meant»  whereas  the  Chriiliail  religion  is  tb« 
farcheft  off  any  from  countenancing  war*  there  uemer  vm  a  ^ipsr  tfreUgm  UHf 
fnce  Chrtfliauity.  For  which  we  are  beiiolding  to  the  Pefe^  for  the  fefepUt 
giv.ng  liberty  of  conicience  untoPrnsces  audCtmmoHwtatthst  they  cannot ||^lfi 
that  unto  their  fubjeds  which  they  have  not :  whence  both  princes  nA 
fubjedsy  either  through  his  inftigadon^  or  difputes  aoioog  themfelves,  )lft% 
introduced  that  bxbcbasib  cvitom>  ntver  kmwn  hi thi mm4d h^rt^  '^ 
ricaTiMG  roR  m.kliciov,  ^  Jem^ the me^^siet§ hmve ainJurj^UO^ 
9f  'tt\  whereat  the  wugifrate^s  h/big  the  fewer  ^rdifpMt  trfeth  thi  it&^  m 
(onfcunce^  which  iu  that  eafe  hath  aotbmg  to  frote&  k*  But  I^  the  pOOfklb  J^ 
oiberwiiie  uught»  it  concerns  thsm  to  look  about,  and  £^gaUh  beCweiilfc 
the  ibreeking  of  the  lapwing  and  the  voice  of  the  turtls.  '  '   ^ 

The  Commonwealth  of  Oceana«    By  yamet  Hdrrwgft^ 
Londout  printed  1656,  in  lolio»  p.  %J^  9X9 19*  ' 

YetifallcannotbeofonemindytfrvibfM/^jftMAfiirf  ThisdooMeg 
it  more  whokibme,  more  prudent,  and  more  Chnman,  that  m^  f^ti/efMjj^ 
rather  than  etli  tmnpeUed*  1  mean  not  tolerated  l^o^ery,  btti  open  Aipe/ftiM^ 
which  as  it  extirpaU  all  religions  and  civill  fupremaoieiy  fb  raUf  Aiould'  |fe 
cxtirpat,  provided  firft,  that  all  charitable  aad  cwnpajRoniUS  Uieanes  tte  utt| 
to  win  and  regain  tke  weak  and  the  flufled*  ^^ 

Areopagitica  of  J^  Wttm.    tudta^  printed  x^  in  quartos 

Jt  is  no  great  adventure  to  fay,  that  the  world  was  better  ordered  under ,tk« 
ancient  Bdonarchies  and  Commonwealths,  that  the  number  of  vhrtnooa  moi 
Was  then  greater,  ami  thai  theChjlliatttfi§udfiinr  fkatttr  uuitr  tbe/k  &ff^ 
tmong  themfeiva  i  nor  hath  there  any  amntage  accniell'itetd  mnkuld'ftttil 
that  moft  pcrfta  and  praaical  tmtU  of  humsm  ficietj^  except  the  /^ecolttkii 
of  a  better  way  to  future  bi^ine£,  coacemihg  which  ^  vtty  ttfUip 
difagree,  and  of  thole  fiew  thai  follow,  no  aun  is  foffered  to'pils  %ndwbt 
paying  at  their  turnpikes*  All  whick  had  proceeded  from  no  other  reaftk'g 
but  that  men  ioftead  of  fquari^g  tlieir  fovemme&ti  by  ifae  nils  of  Cbiffiiklw 
ty,  have  ihap^  Ckriitianity  ijf  die  meafures  of  thdr  go'vemmeots,  kaw 
reduced  that  ftraight  fine  by  tke  crooked,  and-  bongliag  divind  aad  huaaddl 
things  together,  h^ve  haea  ahteys  haeUKgand  bimif  em  ambtr^  t$  frmImM 
irreg¥l4r  fiiure  of  patttUal  ueceugnntf*' 

An  account  of  tke  growth  Of  Popervy  andarhttrarr  flowir  ia  Sariaad* 
By  Andrew  ManftU.  '  ^^  '      *^  ^^^ 

For  all  agree  In  teackisf  aad  cooimai^at»  la  \jUa>&a^  f^\M^f<wVt>^>jM^^ 
Mi/  tkoie  awtal  virtuos,  vkick  ooadiKa  t»  M  t^MR)  ink.  As«^^^>^ 


xft  «iW 


mcrfftlvm  ma*ll  Wb;  M  iliB  to  tlifc>5€«iH1l?Jte%iB|^  V^^ 


136  LETTERS     O* 

civil  focktiet  tad  |oi?«Rificnts  wntingfl  m«n»     Ntr  imdi  I 


Now  1  ippcil  intBe  ccwiftknMs  of  thofe  thit  p#rfftwDe,  twmfm^  ^if««] 
and  ktU  other  men  upojs  pFetcnce  of  ftjjgion,  whoth^r  they  ^  Ir  out  < 
frkndfhip  and  Idfidners  toward*  them  or  do  ;  and  1  Ibtll  ih^fi  iii/(fe:^  m 
not  till  tkeui  belieYc  they  do  fo,  when  I  fliaM  f«  ttiofe  li<ry  ^f^bci  cr^rt^ 

nunlferfi  fim  t^y  eamniit  dj^iinft  ch?  preccfst,  f^f  the  gofprt  §  when  I  fliA* 
fee  Uj^io  profectite  with  fire  md  fwonl  the  mcmberi  of  their  own  c/vii*mu.ftk« 
l2ut  «rc  tjjiiied  with  ciuirmou!  vke^,  snd  witbtfut  minenim^fit  ar. 
#>f  etCTQd]  perdidofi  I  and  when  1  fliall  fci:  thrm  thus  ciprtf^  th.: 
defirc  of  the  falvatton  of  their  fouls,  by  the  infliftion  of  torments,  and  excrcifc 
of  all  manner  of  cruelties.  For  if  it  be  out  of  a  principle  of  chariry,  a.  they 
pretend,  and  love  to  men's  fouls,  that  they  deprive  them  of  their  eftarcs,  maim 
them  with  corporal  puniflimcnts,  ftarveand  torment  them  in  noifomc  prifDn?, 
and  in  the  end  even  take  away  ihcir  lives  ;  I  fay  if  all  this  be  done  meerly  » 
rnakc  men  Chritians,  and  procure  their  falvation,  why  then  do  they  futfcr 
Hohoredom,  fraud,  mahcey  and  Jucb  like  CTiormtt.a  \  which9  (according  to  the 
apoftlc,  Rom.  i,)  maniftftly  rciiflj  of  heathenifh  cmuption,  to  abound  amoo^ft 
their  flocks  and  people  ?  T'befcj  and  fucb  like  tbings,  are  certa'inh  w^*^^  cc-ntrary 
to  tbe  glory  of  God,  to  the  purity  of  the  Church,  and  to  the  fal'vati^n  cf  »li/i,  th^x 
fl»y  conjcienttoui  d'xffnt  from  eccUfiaftual  dec'ificns,  cr  feparati&n  from  fubiw  ^ocr~ 
Jbtp,  tubilft  acccmfanied  tvith  tnnoctncy  of  life,  etc.  etc.  etc. 

A   letter   concerning   tole  ation.      Licenfed,  OGk.  3,  1689.      The 
fecond  editiooj  corredlcd.      [By  John  Locke.] 

The  great  lord  Bacon,  in  his  excellent  treatife  on  tbe  advancemrnt  cflcarrrmg ; 
ft  work  that  cannot  be  fufficiently  praifcd,  and  to  which  Mr.  Boyle,  Mr.  L«ke, 
and  the  great  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  owe  the  firft  rudiments  of  the  fcveral  fyftcms 
which  they  have  fince  carried  to  fo  great  perfeftion  :  in  this  wonderful 
treacife,  wherein  lord  BaconU  fliewing  the  deficiency  of  each  fpccJes  of  leam- 
jog,  and  is  pointing  out  the  errors  which  have  prevented  the  progrcfs  and  ad- 
vancement of  it  J  the  fcience  of  theology  comes,  among  others,  under  Vw 
confideiatjoni  upon  which  he  has  this  rcmaik,  whxh  for  fear  of  being  niif- 
taken  in  the  quotation,  I  have  written  down,  and  (hall  beg  leave  to  mad  to 
your  lordfljips,  **  Here,  therefore,  I  note  this  deficiency,  that  there  bath  not 
been,  to  my  undcrftanding,  fufficiently  enquired  and  handled,  the  true  liroin 
and  ufe  of  reafon  in  fpiritual  things,  as  a  kind  of  divine  dtale<ltic  ;  which  for 
that  it  is  not  done,  it  feemeth  to  me  a  thing  ufual,  by  pretext  of  true  conceiv- 
ing that  which  is  revealed,  to  fearch  and  mini  into  that,  which  is  not  re- 
\calcd.'* 

You  Uane  novi  \\t,^t^»  "rev>i  Vix^%>  ^i^R. ^^T^tlTOftats  of  this  geat  man,  which 
IS    that  tht  teMcVv\n^  *tv^  vcv\tv\w^\T>xa  >i^\T^^  x«x  xv^^^^^^  ^xi.<w^\  ^^etence  of 
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conJcUnced  protcflants^  and  ^  Jtvtrity  againfl  papifts.  The 
fif  ft  of  thcfc  faid  the  other  day,  «  he  neither  could  live 

wUh 

confcquence  of  the  .ifore-mentioned  determi nation  in  the  council  tf  Ntctf  we 
ih^ll  findy  tUat  thecnurfeof  rtlig  on  was  thereby  diverted  into  a  wrong  cbai^ 
nel  J  and  thac  Chrilliunity  iiom  chencc  forward,  inftead  of  being  coniidered  af 
a  practical  obligation,  wjs  dunged  into  a  fpecu'afive  fcience^  men^s  mindt 
were  irritattd  agjioft  one  another,  on  account  of  niceties  chat  were  <^  n» 
confequence  to  religion  }  and  the  d :)£trine  of  faith,  or  of  b<>.!ief  in  funHitm' 
of  this  kind,  was  lo  magnified  and  exu>iled,  as  being  necelfary  to  falvatioRs 
that  the  xighteoulnefs  of  works  was  intirely  neglected.  Polemical  divinity 
was  introduced  into  religion,  whereby  the  church  was  rendered,  if  1  may  b« 
albwed  the  eapre (Hon,  literally  militant  j  and  the  divine  precept  of  unnrtrftl 
Uv€f  which  our  Saviour  recommended  to  bit  difclples,  as  hi*  commaad,  wis 
changed  into  that  of  hatred  to  all  nobo  tuouU  mtjuhfcriht* 

The  biihop  of  Cbgher  [Dr.  Robert  Clayton,  the  ingenious,]  his  fpaeeby 
made  in  the  houfe  of  lords  in  Ireland,  Feo.  1, 1756 ;  for  omitting  the 
Nicene  and  Athanaftan  creeds  out  of  the  Li(urgy,  etc.  Taken  ia 
ihort  handy  at  the  time  when  it  was  fpokeo^by  D.  S«  Lor.don  printed 
1757,  in  odavo. 

[  •  And  feverity  agdinft  p^jfti*^ 
Entre  les  pieces  originates,  qu*on  a  juge  a  propos  de  mettre  i  Ta  fin  de  cet 
ouvrage,  on  en  avoit  oublie  diux  conjiderablu  que  Ton  ne  fera  pas  fach^  de 
truuv;:r  ici  en  Litin,  parce  qu'on  n*a  pu  les  donner  qu*en  Francois  dans  le 
cours  de  la  narration.  Ce  font  drux  det-ra  du  Cmcilide  CoHftanci ;  Tun  touch- 
ant  les  faufconduits  donnex  par  les  Princes  fecutiers  a  des  gens  fufpeds  d'he* 
refie,  Tautre  couchant  le  faufconduit  tl:  Jom  Hui  en  particuller. 

Quod  non  obftantibus  falvis  conduclibtts  Imperatoram,  Regum,  etc. 
poflUt  per  Judicem  competentem  de  haeretica  pra^tate  inquiri.  Von' 
der  Hardt.  t*  iv«  p.  5ii. 

Praefensfanda  Synodus  ex  quovis  falvocondu^u  per  Imperatorem,  Regei, 
^alios  fecol!  Principes  haereticis,  vel  de  haerefi  di&matis,  puuntes  eofiem 
fie  a  fuis  errorrbus  revocare,  quocunque  vinculo  fe  adftrinxerinr,  conceflo^ 
nullum  fidei  catholicae  vel  jurifdi£lioni  ecclefiidicae  praejudicium  generari* 
vel  impcdimentum  praeftari  poiTe  feu  debere,  declarat,  <imo  minus  falvo  diSU 
(OHdit&»  non  obftantey  I'tceat  judici  comtetenti  ecctefiajHco  de  ejufmodi  pcrfinarum 
trroribui  inquirere,  <t  alias  contra  eos  deb'ue  procederty  eajdemque  pvnire,  fuantum 
juflida  fitadrb'tf  jS/uos  pertinac'utr  recufaverimt  revocart  errortSt  etiamfi  defiJv 
(onduiiu  conffi  ad  bcum  tftnarint  judiciif  aiiit  nom  venturi  (in  Upf.  et  Gocb* 
additum  \  mee Jk  fromttattemt  ciim  ^ikiftttnt^  fuod  miffi  ^^  ut  hoc  m  aSgm 
umanfiUi  Mfatum)* 

Quo  ftatuto,  iive  ordinatione  leAIs,  idem  ftatutam  fuit  approbatum  per 
dittos  Dominot  Ep'fcopos  nomine  quatuor  Nationum  ac  reTerendiflamum 
patrem  Dominum  Cardiaalem  Ylvarieaiem  nomine  CQUe^Cax^\XLi&>&nv^<SRx 
verbij|m  Pl4Ktt» 


J  ^8  lETTERS-    OF  ^ 

«^  or  umkr  #  ^^pijl**    On  S^tunkf  it  WM  rrportel 
tli«  hoole  «l  coauDon^  that  tbe  lord   Cmtrnj^ma^  m\ 

M  d^un  £ieiD,  ut  fmwr»  coucilki^  Itnfati  »■!■  Iiflit  i 

Mitm  iMorr  dcc^ftr^t  ^'^f^nf  iiwjdf^Wwct  Frmeifim  eh^^  frmtJifhm  pail 

Chrilti  A4fr>bu»|  cujufcuocjLit  di£aii«dt|  |r^ui,  fraeem  fwriti^^  cuB4«ti«3iki 
ftituii   lut  feiuj^  eMiAln.(}  quod  cuLlua  dtiiDcepi  fj^va  cuAOiw  auC  rr^ijr  flu 

nuxiotib^t  obk><)Ujicur.     ^i  vr*  ccatranum  fecertt,  tatifu^m  famtcr  hacrttn4 
fravifafh  a  rem  cnminis  ImJac  lUijeftMis  irremiffibilitcr  fun^atur, 

Hif^oire  du  Concile  de  Conltance,  ciree  principaicment  d'auteunqoi  oq 
alTiiie  au  CoQciic.     Far  Ja^uc&  L'£ntanU     Tome  i.  p.  47,  4^. 

ARGUMENTUM. 

ibraviflimis  cxpllcatit  detrimcncis,  quae  per  Pa£ljo»is  AJtnnibidciife 
inter  Plenipotendarios,  feu  Comnil^arios  cb.  roem.  JjBpcraCi^ 
Jofephiy  et  FkoipotcAtiarios,  feu  Commiflahns  Regis  Sveconun  aan 
1707,  initas  catbolicae  fidei»  et  ecciefiafticae  juriidiAioni  illau  fix 
ru/it :  eajitm  PaSiones  iamntity  im^rolai,  ac  irrit^Sf  nuWutf^me  nk^ 
tffi  dicUrat*  De'mdi  Imferatartm  Caroluwii  ut  UUtj^tBu  fi^r^  cva 
Jtudeatf  tJtixt  bortatur* 

Chariffimo  in  Chrifto  Filio  noftroi  Carolo  Hifpaaurua  CiidioUcoy  m 
non  Hun^ariac  ec  Bohemia  Regi  illuftri,  la  Roouaorum  Imfcruptu 
eleao, 
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Oiaii^inae  In  Chrifto  Fill  noftery  falutem  et  apoftolictm  Bcnedi^ 
1'  u  rim  J,  et  fanc  fervida  ftudia,  quae  ab  etcrodoxii  priocipibus  iadelfaieaitB 
auhiUcri  novimus  in  tra^ationibus  Ultraje^li  inftituds,  ut  ^uid^uid  prop 
Ancni  quart!  articuli  pacificationis  Rifvvicenils  favore  catboIicorumtCC  QrtiM< 
do»<<c  iidei  a(^edum  fuit»  penitus  abro^etur :  e  contra  vero  WeAphalkai 
pac;^  capita  rd  icligionis  negocium  pertincntiay  nedum  olimabluc  (»ghdt»feii 
reprobau,  Ted  er  per  ipfam  articuium  quartum  Rifvviccniein  correda  niftau< 
rentiir,  ec  execution!  demandentuty  qua  de  re  non  ita  pridem  Majeftati  Put 
tulc  pcticT\^(\m.\x%,  nd^\%  \u  TSi'ttitfn\«nx  tv«w^tX  vxtkl'dv^itt  UUs^  et  nnnq— 
(a'\s  dtp^otandw  i2a,GL\on!t»,  <v^^  ^\i.^>^Tcv  wA«a's^^^»fc^^s«w^\Tk\'«&xi«3Bi^ 
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(£ed  many  yoars  ago  in  Spain,  bad  appointed  an  epitaph 
to  be  written  upon  his  tomb,  expreffing  his  deiire,  that 

hU 

▼ioleiiter  qaam  iojufte  cxpreflenint  a  PknipofientkHriitt  it  a  Covnaiflariis  da* 
mem.  Jo(iepbi,  dum  viveret,  in  Romaoorum  Imp^r^corem  tit€ti  gemuuii 
fratris  tui,  quae<)ue  anno  17071  in  caftrit  Akranftadeofibus  inCvr  •oidcoi 
utriufquc  partis  Commifltfioa  tniue  fucront.  Summui  profcAo  4olor>  qiM 
tunc  aii'e^i  £uimus,  cum  anlmo  reputaremuty  praeter  alia  graviflima  catbo« 
licae  reiigioai>  ac  jurilcii^tm  ecdefiafticae  ptreas  padionea  illata  detrimentat 
infigacm  adco  ecckfiarum  numerum  turn  in  trikus  Ducacibus  Lignien£» 
Bregcofiy  ac  Mundxibergenfi,  tum  ia  ip&  Untifla?icBfi  ^viute,  ac  in  rdiquit 
etiam  Silefiae  pnncipatibu&  vero  Dei  coltwi  cri^  ct  auferrif  ac  execranidat 
fedbe  impietati  tradi,  et  affi^nari^  nunc  maxitne  non  taalnai  renovatur»  M 
majorem  edam  in  mo<ium  ioteoditur  ac  augetnry  dum  OQgitatione  compksAt- 
mur,  atque  pcofpicimus  quantam  inde  fpfoi  CampUri  fine  a  •atbotici  reliqnat 
etiam  nefarias  corum  machiaationeSf  ar^ae  conOlia  ptrficiendi.  Porr6  ta» 
roeefi  compertum  habeamus  Majeftatcna  cuam  mioime  Ucve  qu^m  alieno  a 
xnemoratis  pa^ionibus  animo  idem  frater  tuus  fueric  t  quantopere  doluenr^ 
quod  ob  res  fuas  tunc  in  ar^  pofitas  cjufmodi  durasy  ac  plme  impiaa 
conditlones  accipere  coaAus  fuerit :  et  que  tandem  aeiluaverit  defiderio 
coDgruis  remcdiis,  qaae  perpcram  ada  fuerant»  (arciendi  ac  repaiandi  1 
^uae  omnia  if/e  littrii  fua  mamt  txaratU  diferU  foiu  JSgni^avitf  a  IucK" 
Untiui  etiam  ac  ubtrtut  dileBo  fiff  99^  JhttuboTt  fiui£iae  SUmmmt  tccltpm 
Cardinali  Aihano  mftro  fecundum  carrtem  €X  fratre  aepoti  per  idem  tetnpus  afuA 
turn  agtnti  non  femd  explicawt  \  et  quamvit  itidem  ambigere  aequaquam  pof. 
fimus,  quia  Majeftas  tua  pro  cximia  pietate  ac  ftudiv*  quo  incenia  eft,  caulat 
Dei^  veracque  rciigionisy  probe  inteUigat,  et  agnodcat  ejufimodi  pa£tiones  pror« 
I'us  ioaoesy  et  (iaapte  natura  irritas,  ac  nulliui  robom,  vel  momenti  extidfley 
ft  exiflere,  qoemadmodum  eas  germaaus  frater  tuus  a  nobis  admonitus  palam 
agnovit,  et  profeiTus  fuit :  ct  propterea  optima  etiam  perfpiciat  nulJam  prorrua 
carum  babendam  eiTe  rationem,  ncc  illas  a  quoquam  aliegari,  auC  obfervari  uilo 
mode  pofl*C9  necdebere ;  nihilominus  tum  utquae  iemper  fuerity  et  adbuc  it 
noftra  ea  de  re  fenuntia*  Majedati  tuae  clarius  ct  apertjus  iAnottficat,  tum 
etiam  apoftolico  noftro  judicio  innixa  iblidiuset  alacrius  praedi^Ui  conven* 
ticnes  prorfus  conicmnere,  ac'  iu  illas  habere  poffit,  tanqoam  fi  numqiuBD 
fattae  fuilfent:  Majefati  tuae  per  praefmtes  denunciamut^  ac  htfimul  tradita 
nobii  ab  Qmmpotemi  Deo  autboriiate  dKlaraatps,  fra*iiarrma$  d'0i  iraSatui  XT* 
tranftadenfis  foBionet,  cetera fue  in  et  cfntenta^  quae  cmMkstJUUit  dhfitio  ctUtui^ 
animarum  foLtif  eccUfaequt  avtboritatif  jurifibffieenf  lUm^atif  ac  jurihms  ^uikafm 
eumque  fwamadUiUt  dfciunt,  five  fraejudiciam  etkm  mimmtM  ^eruutf  aat  ok 
ferreffeu  intultfi^  veTahoi  ware^jeu  nHu]ffe  quffummia  dki,  emfirit  ftraomdl^ 
vel  inteirt^i  pofiati  cum  em/Uus  et  ^mTu  wdt  fieatit,  dt  fuawdeaimfiie  JkutmrOf 
iffojure  nulla,  irrita,  mvaJida,  iftjufiif  rtfrohenaf  inoma,  viriktJifuef  ek  efittm 
femtusy  ac  emnho  vacua  ah  ipja  initio /wgi,  et  e/ip  aa  perpetmjirf,  mwummfut 
ad  iUorum,  feu  cujufibet  eorum,  etiamf  fluries  rti^Uata,  st  juramtaf  maUatm 
fint,  ohfervautiam  tentrif  iw^  ntcilla  uitatema  a  fmtltum  fkfrman  ^t '" 


dehijfft,  aut  pofif  et  del^ere,  uefue  ex  illh  c«ii|ii«m'aiifiiU  ^«a%  «A  aB?wMm%  •^^ 
/UuJuar,  etiam  ioktaumf  velfa/UkBdi^  «c  ^c^cfiboUt  cwjawv  acgwfc^N  *|^^ 
scfuifiiamfiifi,  net  efi,  mmutfui  mlU  tmftr9  «cqwn»  ft  ^•''^•^iJS^rtcirT^ 
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body  mrght  reft  there  until  England  were  rcftorcJ  to 
church,  and  thea  carried  over :  this  it  H^as  the  bft  ye 


m 


ilf«  tgitur,  Chiriflime  in  Chnilo  Ait  naft«r»  JC  |4<^hxivNil  hia^fmtA^ 


fucruRt,   rejc^Hii*  ccdcJiae,  rdrgc^nit,   tc  Dei  c^dfiiii  JbrtSt^tMe^e 

^U4  patroelaiQ  fttfcrpn  rul  regimints  trlkm  jurfticaie  fvtittiiifdia*  Ote 
frCii  tihi  pcrroAfain  c^e  pi^?trpu^  tuai  piriei  pm  e^,  ^u^iti  oftfiarH  tobC 
M>jeftflC«  non  tliu  cfit  di^|>ffr«,  4juim  in  prapugfit^dii  fLtd  et  rcddic  Janii 
f  OK  rctigidijlilmit  iaclyti(|ue  I[»per*t  ires  rnf^ores  ^i  xlfitfCBc  ^e^Kst^  Mfi 

»Dfili5tftre  pm  virilrtil  jftvdurrunt.      kt  pbiie  pcTcnrvcm  tu^  nnmi^  loii^ 

ft     ■    -       .     -       -^'^    :-   -  S-,    -    ■       ■   '  -■''.-    '  .        !  rr^wf 

aagirquc  conciliabis  j  quarum  in  aufpicum  cum  perpctuo  fellcitati*  tuae  vO 
conjun£tam  apofto  icam  bencdi^ionem  Majcftati  tuac  amantifti  r.c  impc  *ini ' 
Datum  Rimjc  apud  fanrtum  Petrum  fjb  annulo  prifcjtoris  die  4  Jur.ii  r7i: 
Pont'ficafus  noflii  anno  duodecimo. 

Clcnicntis  XI.  Pont.  max.  cpiili'a?  ct  btev*.  i  folcfi^ori-?.  (Tom.  ir 
pag,  173.)  Rcmae  1724,  ex  tyf>^-gra^bij  rc^i'ertudae  (a  -rac  ^f^i'iCAi 
Supcr'iorun:  perm'-Jpif  ft  pt'fviUt'io, 

The  reader  mny  f«c  this  important  fjbjc<f^  arn;  ly  u-fcufT'-d  in  the  follow'n 
tr.i<^t,  which  was  firft  printed  1682  in  quarto,  .  ua  ag.i  n  1723  in  c£tavo,  arv 
vfM  written  by  Dr.  Daniel  Whitbv.  **  A  Diicourlc  conceining  the  Jaws 
cccltfiadical  and  civil,  made  againlLhcret'ic. ,  rjy  Popes,  Emperors,  And  Kings 
piovincial  and  general  Cv^uncils,  anp>ro,'cd  by  the  Cliurch  of  Rome  :  ihrwin^ 
].  What  PiOtcftant  fubjc»5ls  may  expitt  10  fuftcr  u;idcr  a  popi  li  prince  adin. 
acciHding  to  ihofc  laws.  II.  Th.it  no  (»aih  or  piomifc  of  fuch  a  prince  cai 
give  them  any  juft  fecurity  that  he  will  not  execute  thefc  laws  upon  them 
With  a  preface  agaiuft  perfccuting  and  de(lro\ing  Heretics.**— There  ar 
othoi  va'uable  tradls  againft  the  Romifh  religion,  vkTittcn  by  this  Icarnad 
ab.'e,  active,  faithful,  protcftant  Divine. 

Pu!s-quc  nous  fomm€s  fur  Particle  de  la  ncinturc,  il  faut  que  je  vous  dil' 
quelq\;c  chofe  du  Majfacre  de  f  Amral  CcligrA^  d'ont  Thiftoire  fc  voit  en  troi 
f:;a!)ds  tabJcaus,  dans  la  fale  [yet  therr]  ou  \t  Va^c  donne  audience  au] 
A  '.haJTad^un,  Dans  Ic  premier  tab'eau,  l^aHairm  M  rcvil  ayant  blelTc  Ccfigr 
d'u.i  coup  d'aiqucbufc,  on  le  poit  dans  fa  maifon  ;  et  au  bas  du  tablnu  ef 
fcnt  **  Gi7jj>ar  Colignlui  Am'rall'iut  arcepto  vulrcre  dcvtum  rcfertur,  Greg 
XlII.  Pent,  max,  1572,"  Dans  Ic  fecond,  I'Amirai  t  ft  maflacre  dans  \ 
rr.crn'  maifon,  avec  T'fligni  fon  gcndre,  ct  qiiclqucs  aulres.  Cc<  paroles  fon 
lur  le  tableau.  <<  Ca  da  C'lignii  et  fockrum  ejus,'*  Dans  \t  tToificme,  J; 
nouvelle  d-  ccttc  cxtcuuon  ed  ratj^odcc  au  Roi,  lequci  tcmaignc  en  ctn 
fltisfat.      *'*  R«a«  Coh^nu  ntctw  ^robat."^ 
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a  warrant  was  produced  from  the  earl  of  Danby  to  the 
commiiTioners  of  the  cuftoms  to  let  it  pais. 

Yefterday 

Bt  encore  frdipper  dcs  mcdailles,  o&  Ton  volt  (on  im^i^  '*  Gregorius  XIU. 
Pent,  max*  an,  i.''  lit  I'ur  le  re\ers  un  Ange  extcrninauyrt  qui  d*une  maip 
tieiic  une  croix,  et  dc  rautvc  une  epee  dunt  11  perce  ^  braa  racourci,  avec  cei 
paroles  <'  Ugomttsi-um  Jiragcs  1 572.'^  Ces  medailles  font  devenues  fort  rarei* 
[th£  dy£s  havx  blln  latxly  bxn £\v£dJ  ccpendint  met  aiius  Di^cs 
ont  fait  avoir  quelqucs>unes« 

Le  Cardinal  de  Lorraiucy  qui  etoit  a  Rome,  fit  prefent  de  mille  ecus  a  celiii 
qui  a{  porta  la  bonne  nouvelle  ^\x  MaJJ'acre,  Il-y-eut  feux  de  joycy  jubils* 
ai^ions  de  gracet,  proceifiona  iblenellevy  etc.  etc.  etc. 

Nouyeau  voyage  dUtalle.     Par  MaximWen  Miffatu     Quartiicffle  edition. 

On  peut  dire  que  le  College  Romaioy  qui  eft  ie  grand  Colkge  ct  ja  prio^ 
pale  maifoo  de«  Jefu'uet  de  Kon'te,  eft  un  des  plus  beaux  palais  de  la  vjilc.  jji 
Blbllotheque  ef^  bonne  eft  nombreufe,  nnals  elle  n*a  ni  manuiciits  anciens,  al 
«utre  cbofe  fort  rare.  Dans  une  grande  (hlle,  odk  font  les  portraits  iesytfukit 
MartyrSy  nous  avons  remarque  celui  du  fameux  Garnet^  ct  hardi  fcrmiteur  de  ki 
SccUt/,  qui  fut  pendu  et  ecarfU  four  Ix  trah'ijQn  da  Pcudrti,  XJn  Ange  i^m- 
tcuragti  et  lui  anntre  k  cid  (.uveit. 

The  fame  author,  honeft  MjgiMm 

The  College  oiJcJutt>  ixFnhurgb  is,  they  f^y,  the  fioeft  in  Stoitmerlvid^ 
There  i&  a  great  deal  of  room  in  it,  and  fevera!  beautiful  views  from  the  dlAVrcoC 
paits  of  it.  They  have  a  colle£liori  o'f  pictures,  reprcfenring  nioft  of  tl'»c 
.  fathers  of  their  order,  who  have  been  eminent  for  their  piety  and  learning. 
Among  the  reft  many  Ettglj/tmnnf  [still  tubbxJ  whom  we  name  rcbeU^ 
and  they  martyies.  ^  ,       Addlfen'i  Travels. 

View  tlic  SANGUIS' \  11 Y  mcdais  in  the  '*  Nunifmata  ehganthra  cf 
Luckius^^^  In  the  ^*  Medal! lei  de  Lcuh  le  graud,*'  in  the  "  Hifleirc  metaL'i^ut 
d<n  XVn.  Prcv'tKcet  des  Pays  las,  of  Van  Locn  j"  in  .jhe  **  Num^fmatu  Ro^ 
matiarum  P(,f,i-Jiium  pracjlantiara,  of  P'ir.utli^*  in  the  **  Naml'wufta  of  the  earl 
§f  Piir.hnke i'^  and  in  iht  cabinets  of  the  curious* 

And  yet  alfj  by  (ome  other  roeanes,  to  furder  thefe  intentions^  becaufe 
they  could  not  teudiiy  prcvsyle  by  force,  finding  forrelne  princes  of  better 
confidt-rati^  and  not  ruaJ'ly  inclined  to  tlxcir  wicked  purpofes,  it  was  devilei 
to  cre£t  up  certciiie  fchooles,  which  they  called  StrnkarieSf  to  nourifh  moA 
bring  up  perjans  dij'poftd  r.aturdllj  tofedltkn,  to  continue  their  race  and  trade* 
and  to  become  fc^duieii  in  their  tilbje  of  fedition,  and  them  to  fende  fecretly 
into  thefe  the  Qnerne's  Majeftle^s  realmes  of  England  and  IreJand  under  iecret 
maflces,  fome  of  pricf!hood,  forhe  of  otheir  inferior  orders,  with  titiei.  of  Sr- 
minsrj/^s  for  fome  of  the  meaner  f<Mrt,  ^4  of  Jejuita  for  the  ftagers  andfwiiflr 
fort  and  f^ch  ]iko|  but  yet  (o'vivxXy  tjfley  crept  Into  the  land,  as  noae  6fx>ughc 
the  marks  of  their  priefthoode  with  them,  but  in  divert  coraen  of^cx  Vl^- 
joftie's  dominions,  thefe  Sembifiry^s  or  (eedatx^en  iis^  54*^«>  ^Vv^^tv%  M^vftew 


VisdlL 


t4*  ttTTfus   or 

Ycftef4ay  wn  appofnted  cxtmofrffnyry  hf 
commonh  to  confider  of  the  fucceffion  of  the 

rd 

la^  nitei  fctre  *i  #l3jf  ^  *  fcer'^t!^  to    prrCirjilt  t^  M 

iff  mire  of  tin  Ftpf%  foftfaihj-  ff?'i  n  in:^  5«wr*#t#frt  iQd  flf  Ptfc  #nM 
lTi>trdTie  aitr  ilj  l*rtn€ct  in.i  Ciantrlef  j  m^  flTlkita^  many  Widl  piM 
confdcfice  tQ  ubry  the  fune,  whcretjy  m  pmceff  (/fmitl  diBP*  If  tail  ^ 
■nd  dingv'fmiiT  tnhtrooir  ind  tfMt  eaa  &  hi^  nf^  beiM  ^  CM^  fQ 
f^d  ind  A  tied,  there  hM  folh^^ed  ini»»tir&f  44nffr  *>f  htmVB  iMMil 
teilmti,  ifMi  iman'tfeft  blocudf  deArmdifvn  of  ffciit  mokitiidei  m  CM 
for  k  easjint  H  AtHitA.  bur  tLit  fo  rnrnj  u  Ai^'vqI^  I|av«  botr  ioiMH^ 
tbrmighl)  pcifw^idtd  t£^  have  6be)ed  th«  iHekf«l  w laii  ^ <he  ^y^  1 
tofitenti  thereof^  ^ou id  hifc  b"n  f^tt^mUh  tft  H"^^  """^^^ —  -^^  '*■ 
fcjcreC  Ult<«>ft,  <air*i  /e^r  |i  ^?  JsdWt  fj^r-r !  Mid  ^ 
mfaumi  telling  fr*f  spp^^t^mfftt  n  fffl  fh^  p^ntph  &mi  19  v^ 
Afi  BJcfcftfrJ  toifA  rfr^ffltistr  ffnM-^i^mtt  >'  i'^'^gf  fflijf^f  li^^ic^  frt%-% 
§tne  rhf  grt^Ur  jC^'T,  end  p  hy  *f^  rk^rJ/  Wtrrre  h  hs\'t  nmr  la  tSvis^  v 
fmf^tu  But  God's  g^v^ncfle  b\  ^homc  K.m|ei  do«  rule,  \tA  by  tHw4fe 
traittrrt  ire  t^mfii^nly  wiflfd  and  conf"i'in4fJ,  futh  otircrwifc  it't^n  t 
Mfjcftte  )a  to  his  hindrfujdc  *ntl  deire  fcrtant,  raltjug  under  hJis,  Ebf 
t^  wifJome  liid  power,  wLcrtrby  Af  !i4th  tatifed  feme  of  thcfr  lb|i^c>titf 
tncn  ind  fowers  nf  rtbcSlion,  lu  be  d^foTrjeJ  fdr  all  ch^Ji  fccT«t  turklag&t 
to  be  uken  and  th4rf;td  with  thcfe  former  pgjtitSi  of  high  trc^i£jfi, 
4liiNC  r>tLT  wiTNAtL  T^ro^  tttr^iTi.Ki  OF  bititftioit,  vcr  t?t 

UK. 

The  cuetutjon  of  juftkc  ift  Engla^i^  fdf  mimtenancf  of  pttWj<iB< 
Chrif^bn  pt^c^j  ag*lnft  wneine  fllrrers  of  fcdltion,  uid  »3hffci 
the  tfayti3ra  and  cncmWa  of  tht  reilnw:,  tiv^*f  di^  perfetmt^  ^ 
Jet  qntfikwt  */  rf/rfjoffi  li  Ji  UMzl^  rejwrted  sid  pitbliihed  by  thtfit 
4)ri  foftereN  of  their  trcifoni.  S< wnJ'y  impr  otcd  ^  sx.  Ujodofij  n 
jcft.  I  jlli  with  fomt  ffnalliltpratieni  of  thiagfs  milUlten  or  osi 
Ta  the  tranfcrijit  of  the  firft  ^ri^iD^tl** — A  nrtftcr  trtQj  ht  tbe 
H^iftii  ft  Surliifb,     The  ruQuioc  title  of  It  U,  '•  Emttittkmfsr  fr 

^j  frt  fcnth  by  King  yamet  and  th^KirJaBm/'j  fpedftU  d^refltan.  thit  obH 
fble  prayer,  [  Baltic whjt  illtrcd  by  the  naw  Arih^tfiaU  of  Gnr^^ifp^  [l4 
4urgif^  Is  iddtd,  *^  i^ho  c^nfcflcdi  lAd  juHificth  it  in  hit  fpcc^b  m  cbc  3 
^>anbcf,  June  14,  j6]7"l   in  the  litter  editiorit  t^  pkifiite  hii  frtcoJs 

Hi.  ct?,  etc. 

The  treachery  tiwl  difloyalty  «>f  P*pifti  ft*  ttitlf  SoYenlfiici,  in  M 
und  p  1  i£lice,  etc.     TKc  feK?nd  cdltioii  cnUritd,     By  Wiflitm  Pf^ 
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reladon  to  popery,  upon  the  debate  of  which  fecrecary 
Coventryy  amongft  other  thing8^  is  laid  to  have  reproach* 

cd 

that  this  booke  intitvledt  The  Trt^hiry  mid  dijhjalty  t/Paf^i  to  thdt 
Sovtraigncsf  etc.  with  the  a^tioDtt  be  repriAted  by  Mkbgd  Sf^rHi 
fenior.    jikminae. 

1X«AT0  ■isvA]cxeo« 

JFarBamenttm  ^.afubtictu  Atig^i  cum  intelligat,  plufimos  ex  fM>pu1o  in  htkr 
Vrbe  taim  Bxcdltntiae  ireftraei  quiiin  alioruin  Ltgatorutn  ct  Mimprorum  ab  es« 
tens  regionibot  pubticorum  hie  veriantium  domos  Miffke  aodiendac  cavftt  fre* 
••eatirey  Cfiano  Status  nundavit^  uti  Bxceffeutuu  rt^tjut  ligniflcartty  cim 
i§c  rtMtu  buJKs  l^hui  damMaum^  acu  bJc  mtfrA  Refuhlka  mart  admodmm  at* 
tmpufaf  vfntJiom^ttUmmj  ceajertjt^  Juiflati  <^u  ^  ne  quid  tale  dMtt 
fat  frmkn  \  coitufyu*  ^nfmi  in  fitturum  frortli$  mttrSeere,  QjiH  de  it 
Mxcfttentiim  Teftram  admotutam  nunc  tfft  cuplmui,  ut  m  quern  ex  fo^to  btQuM 
tte'^xkhcat  M'fae  audkaiae  tautd  Juam  iu  dmum  fefih^  ^ftlit  oMttere,  Et 
^aemadmodoifn  Parlamentum  dUSgenter  cnrablr^  «t  Legati  jus  et  priTitegia 
quaeque  veftrae  ExceHentiae  inyiolata  ferventur  i  ita  hoc  fibi  perruafiflimofli 
habety  ExceOextiam  veftram,  qnamdiu  hk  commoratiirt  Irges  hujus  Hafuh^ 
IfriM  per  fe  fuof?e  nollo  ulk>  modo  ?iobtas. 

Literae  Senatfis  AngKcani,  ntoiine  ac  juflu  confclSptae  a  jotone  Miftonoi* 

Who  4>abts  left  of  the  dtngeroofncfi  of  yoor  principles  and  praAfcet,  thai^ 
they  that  have  read  moif(»  and  had  moft  experience  of  them  ?  W^  can  glv» 
yoo  no  greater  mftance  than  in  King  Jamtty  who  was  no  (hanger  to  Yom 
ntber  v«jr»  and  this  it  hit  jodgment  of  you.  <<  That  at  on  the  one  part, 
biany'boneft  fflen»  feduced  by  fome  of  the  errors  of  Popery »  meyjet  remaim 
food  axd  fakhfid  fit^effs ;  fo  on  the  other  part,  none  of  thoCe,  that  trulf 
know  akdbeKeue  the  whole  grounds  and  fchool  condufioni  of  their  dofhinety 
/«!  everfnw  mther  good  CbriJUans  or  w:odJu^e8s*'' 

The  late  Apology  in  behalf  of  the  Papifti,  [Asppoied  to  hare  beea 
written  by  Refer  Palniery  Earl  of  Caftlmityney  affifted  by  Robert^ 
Pugbt  a  lecukr  prieft]  reprinted,  and  anfwered.  London  1(67  ia 
qiarto.— by  William  Lloyd;  D.  D«  afoerWardt  Blfhf^  of  Sc»  Af^ 
and  of  Lichfield* 

Another  kaore  feeret  evil,  but  more  dJM|eraut  to  the  CdmiMlwealth,  ii^ 
mitH  mem  arrogate  to  tbemje/vet^  and  tt  tAfe  of  their  tmn  fiB^  fime  feeuSir 
frerMirme,  tiered  over toith  mh*ewu%§iem\f  dteatfal taards,  hut m  af^ 
tfpefie  n  the  eM  right  of  the  OmmtuCf.  Tot  example.  We  cannotlUU 
«ny  fea  diat  teachts  exprefsiyy  and  openly^  tibt  men  are  not  obnged  to  ke^ 
^heir  promifr  {  that  Priiioet  tmj  be  detllroiied  by  thofe  that  difier  from  Ihtai 
In  idigion  |  or  that  the  Domhilon  of  all  ^Uigs  belongs  only  to  tfamrehrtf* 
Tor  tilde  Amgi  propofed  ihiif  nkkedly  and  ptftinly^  VtomU  ibon  dnMr  eb  theiii 
the  eye  and  hand  of  the  Magiftrate*  and  awaken  ^  the  eve  of  the  Copimdii- 
wdalth  to  a  #atchffihiefs  ujUift  the  fpieading  of  fo  dwniecnu^  wi  «v^«  ^^^ 
j^evertheleft^  Wt  ind  Cbcie  tint  Uy  ttie  tuat  t^hlnn  Xn  o^aaec  'ti^t^^    ^^>^\ 


•V:\ja»i^ 
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had  ever  been  ;  and  having  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  fupremacy  to  the  king  and  his  fuccefibrs^  could  not 

without 

oSjf  ftion*  of  the  writer  of  a  poplOi  book,  intituled,  **  The  catBoSt 
cbnft'iaK  inflruSied/^  ecr.  w  th  many  new  t'a^s  and  (eilifnoiues»  in 
farther  confirination  of  the  general  argument  of  the  letter.  And 
II.  A  Foftfcripty  in  Which  Mr.  Warburton*s  opinion  concerning  ttm 
Pag  n  f m  of  Rome  is  particularly  confidered.  By  Conycrs  Middle^ 
toi,  D.D.  principal  Hbrariln  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge— in  tbe 
pr^faratory  difcou.fe. 

The  hiftories  ofClriftaidom  for  chcfe  Uft  two  hundred  years,  are  folloI 
the  harJfliips  and  f  .fterings  of  Proteftantt,  from  the  hands  of  Pafjftst  wbeo 
they  ha/c  had  them  in  their  power.  In  Queen  Marf%  fliorc  reign  of  fiv* 
yeais,  fome  hur.dtcd  of  fires  were  lighted  up  in  Smitbfitld  and  other  parts  of 
th.s  Kingdom,  to  deitroy  thofe  that  would  not  fwalluw  down  tranfulfiantia-' 
ri»fi,  and  other  error!  of  Popery. — In  the  Maffacrt  which  begun  at  Pam  on  St. 
Barthikmew^i  day,  and  thence  fprcad  all  over  France^  Tbaunus  an  audior  of 
undoubted  verac':cy,  aflures  us,  there  were  murdered  little  lef>  than  tbirtj^ 
thoufand  perfon; ,  fome  of  them  the  mofl  conHderable  of  all  the  reformed  in 
thac  KingJoRU  In  the  Infi>  Maffacrt^  iboe  were  a  great  many  more.  By  A 
bo>k  prnted  at  Vtfion  fjon  after,  done  by  a  priefl,  who  called  himfi^lf  &«- 
ftanms  Maru/Ius,  above  a  hundred  tbcufand  proteftants  are  faid  to  have  beeH 
k  lied}  [Milton,  in  his  Eikonoklaftes,  fays  <<  the  number  was  i$4000  in 
the  province  of  Ulfiet  only,  by  their  own  compuutioo,  which  added  to  the 
oiherthiee,  makes  up  the  total  fum  of  that  fl  iughter>  in  all  likelyh^od,  four 
timet  as  greaC*"]  and  fome  of  them  with  mod  exquifite  and  before  unheard  of 
torments.  And  the  fame  author,  to  (hew  his  catholic  charity  adds,  utinam 
OMNKS !— To  come  nearer  to  our  own  times.  In  the  reign  of  Lew'u  XIV» 
u{-on  the  revocation  of  the  ediA  of  Nantes t  how  many  thoufand  frot^gnt 
families,  after  dragooning^  ImprJfonment,  and  eveiy  other  hardjbipf  were  driven 
out  of  their  own  country,  and  took  refuge  am^jng  us  ?  [On  t!ie  reverfe  of  a 
rrtdal  (h-ack  by  h'm  on  that  occafion,  where  he  is  reprefented  trampling 
upon  Herejjf  and  crowned  by  Religion^  is  this  infcription,  **  Oh  ifkies  ceiitena 
m  Ilia  Calnnntanorum  ad  ecclejiam  kcvocata"— ]  Then  the  Executions  at 
Ttorn'^  fnd  the  perfccutions  in  the  Archbi/hoprick  of  Saltxherg,  whereby 
be  W2en  twenty  and  thirty  thoufand  innocent  people,  were  forced  at  a  ihort  day 
to  leave  their  native  Country,  and  all  their  efl^e^s  behind  them,  only  for  their 
fleady  adherence  to  the  reformed  religion)  arc  recent  almoft  in  every  one^s 
memory — Nay,  the  very  laft  year  furniflies  us  with  a  frefli  inftince  of  the 
fame  perfccuting  fpiritof  i*':^;rry,  by  two  edifls  publiflied  in  France,  one  bear- 
ing date  Feb.  1,  the  other  Feb.  16}  whereby  the  Pnteftants  in  and  about 
Montauban,  who  cither  had.  or  fh)u!d  a(Rft  at  the  afTembliea  for  divine  wor- 


oppointcd  for  them;  uiA  more  than  this,  it  an^  affemW^  ^*«JA\vt\^Y  ^^'^^^-. 
community  of  a  divi&Oy  cAe  whole  divifiack  wa&  to  \>t  xt^^ati^\>»  '^  ^^  "*-"*•*      .^^^ 
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mlthom  perjury  fail  of  performrng  the  ccintctirs  of  cfaci 
lus  fufceli^ri  what  religion  foev^  he  Ihould  happen  tM 
of.  Unto  which  Birch  replied,  aflcrting  his  own  (etv 
to  the  king  ;  taxing  Coventry  of  having  broken  his  w 
to  the  parUamcni  twice  the  lafl  year,  in  relation  to  a ' 
protnifed  to  be  declared  and  actually  tnade  upon  Fran 
dtUcvered  the  king  and  nationi  in  havif^  been  a  piir 
pal  caufe  of  breaKing  the  triple  league  ;  and  concluded, 
was  as  fit  to  be  tum'd  out  of  the  council  as  anii  one  I 
had  been  fo.  Bennet  not  long  before  had  faidi  that  tboc 
this  council  fccmed  in  fomc  degree  to  be  reformed, 
good  could  rcafowabiy  be  cKpetied,  as  long  as   one  a. 

j«ft  to  sfitf  iirhifrtity^  tct  be  Icvlfd;  by  a  mltiTAw^fcnei  whic^i  n/ifJi  weit  1 
cured  by  th^  Fopip  c  Crgj,  at  the  price  of  their  advancing  t7v.',rrj  ft^r  t 
llotii  r  t'  jf«?/iT  lai  4  free  gift  to  lliclf  Sfifraigg  mi^ud  ot'JixrtjM  |  ^nd  havt  b 
i^iill  rlg^roti/Jy  executed. 

Carfinfinck  .rrgumcnt  oi  hncciity:  or,  an  anfrt^cr  to  atT»a,  enttm! 
**  A  VindkaciPfi  of  the  Ronijfi  CithaHci/"  By  WiJliitti  Frira 
M*A*  Rcdorofa  mtxiiix^  of  Wt ft  Walton  m  Norfolk-  S 
witht  printed  ij^-^t  Imiumo* 

In  the  beginning  fif  the  RcturlHon  ij^rj,  iht  mimber  of  P^^s  m  r.3« 
and  H^cfimir^wsi  cnmputfri  e^r  k&rJrrd  ihcufat^J. — lo  fuch  open  aeftjntJ! 
our  liw s  liM  J^p^ry  been,  long  iiiikin^  urt-Jt  pmgrefi*  Aad  Khether  1 
threitning  cjnieii iicfKe*  arfriiot  lorm^dibiCj  mjy  welJl  defcrvc  the  CtjaJlderzt 
#t'  fiic^ii  who  Jic  abk  tci  (i  fccjn  (ht  Jncftimibk  value  taf  uut  civil  ^n<\  rcUrn- 
likrcics.— It  would  be  far  from  us,  ^t<^r  jljj  to  driirc  in*  pijni  or  petuk 
ihnulci  be  InBHike^  on  men,  btcaufc  they  have  an  ctrravag^nt  rit*Jjl,  and  ■ 
^  nd  of  worfliipping  j  troop  of  deitiea  or  dfrnansi  01  for  fi^in^  pEijeri 
fjik  <ir  (lumlifft  Eirfiff  to  real  or  ifnaginirj  fainU  j  for  Tenersting^  a  wjfcr 
a  cruciiii ;  fiticc  hf  ^whn  can  f'^-ift  hfi  foul,  ulthcj  isn  grtld,  fijver,  or  precis 
ft  'fiLt,  or  Mfha  can  bell  relifli  i^'^ood,  h^y*  or  l!tiibbk|  fhould  only  bi^c  ej 
_;.►..      1 L.*.  *.  ..,iiiL  ..  I. .if.  J .....j ^»t.-        i»   .  J-    *  .     _ 


Th^'f' qutftiMna  refolvtd.     Lt^aionj   t  j  ^-^ ^  In  oSbiv 
It  11  miatVi  to  W  \iT:^Tiftti^  Ok^t^ti^  hws  rcUting  tn  Papifts  were  not  p 
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tinued  in  it,  v^ho  did  by  fuch  violences  and  other  undut 
vrays  advance  arbitrary  power  in  Scotland,  and  one  rtitC 
had  nnafles  daily  faid  for  him  in  Ireland :  for  the  firft'  -of 
thefe  he  named  Latherdalei  and  left  the  hoafe  in  an 
oiTmibn,  that  for  the  other  he  meant  An^efey.  At  the 
lad  it  was  concluded,  that  the  king  ftiouM  be  deiired  to 
gi¥e  order  for  the  execution  of  Pickering  and  another  con- 
demned prieft ;  that  a  proclamation  fhould  be  iflftied  to 
banifli  all  papi(l»  without  any  other  exceptions  than  ptlb^ 
lie  minidcrs,  and  their  followers  twenty  mSea  out  of 
London :  the  lady  Porfmouth  was  named,  but  not  (Nttw 
fucd :  that  the  duke  of  York  being  a  papift,  rtie  hopes  * 
of  his  fucceeding  unto  the  crown  had  been  the  principal 
ground  and  foundation  of  the  plot  againft  the  kifl^s  Hfc 
and  the  proteftant  religion:  that  the  fecret  «nminife^ 
fliould,  on  Wedne(ctay  next,  bring  into  the  houfe  fucfc 
letters  and  papers  as  they  had  in  their  handa  relaC* 
ing  unto  the  faid  duke.  The  concurrence  of  the  kwds 
is  deiired,  as  to  the  proclamation,  and  the  firft  vote  oofi- 
ceming  the  duke ;  and  the  lord  Ruflell,  notwithflanding 
his  being  a  privy  counfelldr,  appointed  to  carry  up  the 
meflEige.  They  alfo  voted  an  addrefs  to  be  made  to  the 
king,  that  all  fea-ports,  places  of  ftretigth,  and  command 
€f  fliips  may  be  put  into  tnifty  hands,  wtui  concluded  tb 
refer  the  farther  eonfiddratipn  of  diis  buiinefs  to  Wed* 
nefday  next,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  then  debated,  whe^ 
dier  (uch  an  affoetation  (hall  be  entered  into  as  was  ap- 
pointed in  queen  EUzaberti's  time ;  or  an  aiS^  nnde^  ^sa^ 
this  parliament  (hooki  not  detennkie  \tv  ^vlcX\  ^Ltvtci^'*^ 
AouU  be  limitcii,  thouA  the  kw  ftio^AA  «v^,  « '^^  ^ 
Jv  2 
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niany  months  after,  or  foaietbing  to  thai  pfirp^c,  1 
may  tend  to  the  king's  Security*  1  do  not  ucU  know 
th**  houlcs  liavc  done  this  mornings  but  hear  the  me 
from  the  houfe  of  commons  is  carried  up  t^  the  lords 
thmt  diey  have  appointed  the  carl  of  Oanby  to  be  3f 
bar  to-tnorrow  morning.     The  commoas  have  atfo 
fedled  their  bill  for  di(banding  of  the  army,  by  a  1 
U%  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  the   months  fubii^qa 
£hat  whkh  will  expire  in  February  neut.     Sev^ial  p 
were  taken  tJie  laft  night,  of  which  two  confefs  thcv 
fcnt  over  by  all  meaiis  to  endeavour  to  invalidate  C 
and   Bedloc's  teftiinony,     Reading  was    this  morning 
the  pillory,  and  is  condemned  to  a  year's  imprifonn 
and  1000  pounds  fincp  for  having  endeavoured  to 
rupt  Bedhxx     Stubbsj  the  countefs  of  Shrewsbury  s 
kr,  cinfijjcth  be  ha  J  han  hid  need  by  three  prUjis^tQ 
4is  mijn^jtrviinis  ^t  he  ajuld^  to  Jii  fire    ^n  their  ma 
h&ufis  \  &fwhhh  a  wcHckwas  (^ppnhtnded /qt jiri^^ 
nmfitrs  in  Fettcr-lant .     I  am. 

Your  moft  humble  ferv 


TJiongh  the  laft  wt:ck  was  fpent  rather  in  wra 
Ungthan  the  difpatch  of  any  bu fine fs  of  importance 
continue  to  give  you  an  account  of  what  I  hear»  bea 
fhefc  irregnbr  motions  arc  often  the  forc-runncrs  of  gi 
matters  ;  and  as  they  denote ihe  temper  of  a  nation  t 
give  ^ood  grounds  of  guefling  what  they  w^iH  end  in, 
do  noi  fcnd  ^im  i\\e.  Yvt\^^  ^tA  c-l\^^!<iieUor's  fpcechcs. 
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'  laft  poA  ;  but  peiiiaps  others  have  not  been  fo  free  in  tel- 
ling you  the  cfFeft  of  it  as  I  (hall  be.  The  courtiers  did 
believe,  that  the  king's  yielding  that  the  parliament  ihould 
not  end  with  his  life,  or  be  revived  by  his  death,  if  it 
chanced  to  be  diffolvcd  in  his  life-time,  and  have  the  no- 
mination of  al)  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  if  hisfuc- 
ceffor  proved  to  be  a  papift,  would  have  given  entire  fa- 
tisfa(f\ion  unto  the  houfe  of  commons.  But  to  the  con<» 
trary  it  is  certain,  that  the  fuppofition  that  the  next  in 
blood  mud  be  king,  though  a  papift,  is  fo  diftaftful  to 
them,  that  nothing  will  plcafe  upon  that  odious  condi- 
tion ;  and  as  to  this  particular,  it  is  looked  upon  as  a 
trick  to  bring  the  parliament  to  confefs  and  confirm  the 
duke's  title,  that  is,  a  little  gilding  to  cover  a  poifonous 
pill.  This  puts  them  upon  various  counfels ;  fome  would 
impeach  him,  upon  what  is  difcovered  of  his  part  in  the 
plot :  others  incline  more  to  bring  in  an  a<ft,  to  exclude 
him  from  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown,  as  being  a  papift, 
and  thereby  a  friend  unto  and  dependent  upon,  a  foreign 
and  enemy  power.  Some  of  thofe  that  are  of  this  mind, 
look  *<  who  is  fitteft  to  fuccced,  if  this  (hould  be ;  and 
•*  they  are  for  the  moft  part  divided  between  the  prince 
"  of  Orange  and  the  duke  of  Monmouth.  The  firft  hath 
**  plainly  the  mod  plaufible  title,  by  his  mother  and  Ws 
«*  wife ;  but,  befidcs  the  opinion  of  the  influence  it  is 
"  believed  the  duke  of  York  would  have  over  him,  it  is 
**  feared  that  the  common  weal  th-party  in  Holland  woald 
"  befo  frightened  with  that,  as  to  caft  itfelf  abfolutely 
"  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  France,  who  might 
<*  thereby  have  a  feir  occafion  of  i:uimi\%  Vwi^5^'^^^^«^^ 
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lour  hundred  miles,  and  is  returned    widioui  Ukbgiif^ 
To  fay  the  truth,  he  is  fudi  a  proud  afs,  that  he  tKi&xr 
knows  what  is  good,  nor  will  believe  any  body  clfc.    I 
had  dirc^ed  him  to  fee  two,  that  arc  faid  lo  be  ai  fine ' 
young  horfcs  of  five  years  old  as  any   arc    in  Englaod, 
which  having  never  been  trained  were  ^t,  and  as  he  ias4  ^ 
ir§p  rele^ci*     Near   Lincoln   he    faw    two    of  the  ImA 
CaMetown*s,  which  had  the  fame  faults.      At  the  lorl' 
Burlington's  in  Yorkihirc  he  faw  one,  that  is  thought  m 
be  worth  as  much  as  any  one  in  England,   bred  of  m  \ 
Arabian,  fix  ycare  old  paffed,  never  run  but  once  at  Kip^ 
pling,  and  then  won  the  plate ;  and  being  now  thin,  and 
drawn  for  another  courfe,  he  is  to  run  within  this  week, 
this  wife  gentleman  took  him  for  a  mazette  :    he  did  the 
like  with  fomc  others  in  tlie  fame  place   and  at  tJie  mar- 
quis  of  Wincheftcr's  ;  upon  all  which  I  have  no  itlotc  io 
fay  to  Monf.  Ruvygny,  than  that  he  fhould  find  a  way  to 
revive  Bucephalus,  or  fend   a  man  that   hath   more  wit 
than  this,  to  take  fuch  as  the  world  affords. 

The  horrible  reports  made  from  France  of  poifoning* 
affrighted  reafonable  perfons  here,  as  much  as  the  dif- 
courfes  of  the  fleet  at  Breft  do  fools. 

The  houfe  of  commons  have  voted  that  the  pardon 
pretended  by  the  earl  of  Dan  by  was  of  no  value,  and 
went  up  to  defire  jullice  upon  him  of  the  houfe  of  lords. 
//^  live  in  a  time  that  no  mahy  by  what  is  faffed^  can  well 
judge  what  is  to  he  expired  for  the  future  ;  but  I  am 
much  inclined  to  believe,  thatDanby  having  in  this  lall 
ad  followed  his  own  difpofition,  that  ever  delighted  in 
'jug^ii\g  atvd  vM\x^S«v<:.^^^  "mU^  h^  v|he   tricks  he  hath 
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playcdy  have  found  a  way  to  hang  himfelf.  It  is  faid, 
that  the  king  will  be  at  the  houfc  to-morrow,  in  his 
robes,  to  pais  the  z&  for  diibanding  the  army.  This 
morning,  fccrctary  Coventry  not  being  well,  the  lord 
Rufi'cl  from  the  king  declared  unto  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, he  cxpcdled  no  fupply  from  them  this  fcfllons,  but 
defircd  care  might  be  taken  of  the  navy.     I  am, 

Your  moft  humble  and  faithful  fervant. 

5  /J?,  London i  May^  ri. 

I  have  received  youi'  letter  of  May  13,  and  continue 
my  cuftom  of  giving  you  once  a  week  an  account  of  what 
comes  to  my  knowledge,  though  to  cUfcourage  me  /  can 
only  make  the  unplcafant  relief  ions  ofjuch  dijorders  htre^ 
as  in  my  opinion  threaten  us  with  the  greatcfi  mifchiefs^ 
that  can  befall  a  nation.  The  three  that  I  meant  in  my 
letter,  that  you  would  have  me  explain,  were  the  earls  c^f 
Sunderland,  EiTcx,  and  Halifax,  and  I  amftillof  the  fame 
mind,  fo  far  as  the  power  of  the  court  goes. 

The  laft  week  was  fpcnt  for  the  raol\  part  in  janglings 
between  the  two  houfcs,  upon  points  of  privilege  relating 
^  unto  the  rights  the  lords  pretend  unto  in  points  of  judica* 
tories;  which  the  lords  Frechcvillc,  Berckel/,  Ferrers, 
Aylcibury,  Northampton,  and  fome  others  equal  unto 
them  in  underftanding,  eloquence,  and  reputation,  do  widi 
the  help  of  the  bifhops  very  magnanimoufly  defend.  Sc^ 
vcral  propofals  have  been  made  by  tlie  commons  of  con- 
ferring with  them  upon  all  the  points  in  queftion,  or  ap«- 
pojnting  a  committee  of  both  houfes^  which,  nu^eling  td- 
4fethc^  might  adju0^1|  thp£p  that  mlgjbit  ^  qc^a&ksrv  ^ 
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difference  ^  but  their  lorcffhJps  dild^imn^  to  cocibr  u 

points  that  as  tlicy  aid  fuppofc  dcfjcnded  whotlf  Q 

their  will,  Dfi  Iftdnj  hft  did   % otc  that  the?  wodd  h 

m  fuch  committe,  which   vote  was  c^rrit^l  ontv  bf  I 

rdccs  the  ope  iidc  having  54,  the  other  52*     Of  q 

trcn  hiOwps  that  wxrc  prcfcnt,   fixtcen  wcte  on  the  • 

torious  fide,  and  only  Darham  and  Carlifle  wei«  folm 

tie  as  to  join  with  the  %'anqui(hed.      Of  thofc  5^  0 

and  6fty  rhc  next  day  proteftcd,  ant!  t  tJiink  only  laiiA 

hindered  the  earl  of  Leicctltt,  who  was  the  ml\€U  «wt' 

piotcfl*  as  well  as  the  others  mith  v^ham  he  h^d  vm 

On  Saturday  there  was  a  conference   between  the  rw 

hmifcj^ii^mn  thisbufincrs  and  it  appc5»nng  rh^t  aH  pro 

ccedings  would  ilop  thereupon,    it  being   impoffiblc  fo 

twotoa-rcc  upon  ^.iny  tlifn^,  unlcf-^  rheir   thoughis  m 

mifon^  are  communirntcd,  they  were  pica  fed  veilcrdaT  ir 

recede  irom  rhat  vote,  and  jp[>oinred  a  committee  of  cwfhc 

lords  m  confer  with  a  double  number  of  commons  thtft- 

upon, 

Tlie  hntrfc  of  ct>mmon!i  have  made  an  adcfrcfs  unm  hi* 
itiirjeOy,  deftrin^  him  to  remove  the  duke  of  LatheHilc 
out  of  all  employments  in  Kngland  and  Ireland,  and  hwi 
hh  prcfcncc  fur  ever  ;  to  which  tfiey  received  a  dihtorr 
»nfwrr. 

Th€  nrchhimopof  St.  Andrew^*?  hath  been  latrlr  mur- 
thercd  in  his  crKirh  three  miles  fr^m  St,  AmJrew*s,  by  ten 
men,  thit  tbcre  fcr  opon  him,  of  whidi  two  wctr  tstken 
hf  Tome  borfc  that  ctmc  fLtddenly  to  the  place,  ft  h  not 
Irnown  who  fhey  are,  nor  who  emplf^yed  them  ;  but  L^- 
thetdak  v%  ^ti6..u^^  ^^^^d  t^  \*^  ^  u^^  ^^  non-cDft. 
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formills,  and  hath  thereupon  caufed  a  very  fcvere  procla'*> 
mation  to  be  iflued  out  againft  them  :  but  others  believe 
it  was  upon  a  private  quarrel  with  fome  gentietncn,  that 
by  fraud  and  power  the  prelate  had  thrown  out  of  their 
eftatcSy  he  having  been  mo/}  remarkable  for  outragioui 
eitvetoujnejs^  bejides  other  ep'tfcopal  qualities. 

The  boufe  of  commons  have  forbidden  all  commoners 

of  England  to  be  of  counfcl  to  the  earl  of  Danby,  under 

the  pain  of  being  efteemcd  betrayers  of  tl)e  rights  of  all 

the  commons,  by  whom  he  is  accufed,  unlefs  leave  be 

aiked  and  given  by  them.     The  bill  for  disbanding  the 

army  is  pafled.     On  Saturday  the  king  having  appointed 

fixtccn  fmall  pieces  of  ordinance  to  be  fent  to  Portfmouth, 

notice  was  taken  thereof  in  the  hoiifc  of  commons,  and 

a  great  fufpicion,  that  they  being  fent  with  iield -carriages, 

harncfTes  for  horfcs,  and  all  neceflaries  belonging  to  the 

train  of  a  marching  army,  they  might  be  intended  rather 

for  fuch  an  ufc,  than  to  furni(h  a  garrifon  as  is  pretended. 

At  the  fame  time  reports  were  fpread,  that  the  duke  of 

York  was  returned  into  England,  or  hourly  expelled, 

and  fome  believe  his  bufinefs  is  to  hinder  the  difbanding 

of  the  army,  with  Cuch  odicrs  as  the  knowledge  of  his 

nature,  together  with  the  perfons  that  command  in  Portf- 

mouth,  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and   fome  other  places  may 

fuggell,  in  the  moA  jealous  time  that  I  have  ever  lived  in. 

The  houfe  of  commons  fate  yefterday,  being  Simday^ 

to  hear  fuch  papers  read,  as  the  (ecret  committc  thought 

fit  to  produce  relating  to  the  duke  of  York,  which  had 

been  found  amongfi  the  cardinal  of  Norfolk's  papers,  and 

other  places.    They  arc  many  in  number^  iNb^ifiSBL^V^'s^ 
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of  hm  iffentiitg  unto  and  appmving  of 
pnitiff^  but  none  dirc^ed  to  him,  or 
hUf"f  vnnom  motions  wrrc  made,  but  in  the  oad  i 
urdart^^  tliait  a  bUl  fhould  be  drawn  tip,  to  dcfatr 
irotn  n\c  iucccflSan  of  the  crown*  Sir  Francis  Win 
Ion  and  Mr-  Vaughan  would  have  ptit  nff  the  4i 
nml  the  lri*tl  of  Djnby  and  the  poplfh  turds  was 
Sir  Wi^l'am  Crnmrrr,  Sir  Thomas  Uttiefmi 
othcf&,  fpoke  dlrcfWy  agalnft  the  thhtg^  but  the  t 
fZTt  by  mqch  was  of  the  other  npiiKurr*  fa  »»  on  di 
vifiofi  appotmcd  upon  the  qucWmn^  whether  ?hcT^^fl 
lir  ranrjlc^  tlic  tiwquilirv  wu^  T*   *^\n  i*^    thn  the  p? 

lliMC  w.is  nn  rlsMTrji  iU  nil.  NmI  m  itoi;Uk' roiT 
fn,jiiy  firticuhiis.  T  viil  unlv  r  cirr  run.,  whkhi?=, 
a  ►  inHtrnim  nio\  i"g  ihr  m'uuIs  (Inuld  he  put  m,  ' 
*'  cvLT  iuid  lu.n  ;i  |Mph>;  r;  ^  V  svnc  lud  ftnk\  35  1 
bilit'Vf,  in  rcfptn't  lintti  !iir*i,  v. fin  t^  the  iVirccTio 
tlr  I.1I1:  Inrfi  LV"  ffN,  wa^  bnnghi  up  imdr  r  the  difcfi 
oi  tlit!  /V/.'r  6'r  /  Ornioir^.  The  next  work  ums  to  n 
,inaiiJf<:^  to  hU  infMcftv,  lull  '^C  hdmiliiv  -ind  hw, 
C^jntlFiii;^  their  ufnioft  rfiulutiiin  to  fcrvc  him  with  t 
l\\tis  and  lortuncy  in   the  prtfLrvation   of  the  protci 

1   hope  the  rr\r  method  rciulvcd  upon   here,   in  t 
^tioii  unio   pubhc   minirtcrs,  will  be  of  .is  little  prcju^ 
tJEUo  yuy   where  you  are,  rjs  the  rrpon  of  ihc  occa 
if^Mv^v  bcg.in  with  you  will  tlr-  v--^  here,      J  am. 

Your  moil  Jiumble  and  iuitliful  feri- 


al 
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S  I  Rf  London,  May,  i^ 

I  HAVE  been  abroad  all  this  day,  and  come  wkh  m 
head  fo  difordercd  with  the  eaft-wind  and  duft,  that  I  <*aa 
fay  very  little  this  night.  The  lords  and  commons  have 
not  yet  found  the  way  of  agi^e^ng  upon  the  method  tsf 
uying  the  carl  of  Danby  and  th^  other  lords.  The 
bi(hoi)s  are  the  principal  caufcs  of  the  difpute,  aiFe/fUf^  a 
right  to  fit  as  judges,  and  contGl4|diemfel^es  to  leave  the 
excrcife  of  it  to  the  papiftsy  but  with  a  plpteilation  4iat 
the  precedent  be  nol^alledged  againft  them  for  the  futiHie^ 
but  inlift  upon  fitting  in  the  earl  of  Danby's  cafe,  untl 
they  come  to  vote  upon  life  or  deatl^  j  and  lo  (hew  hcnr 
ingenious  they  are  in  that  point,  they  proicCs.  they  do  mm 
prejudice  to  their  calling,  in  being  his  judges,  i^felviii^ 
not  to  condemn  him.  The  truth  is,  that  bufinefs  is  CuS 
of  a  multitude  of  difficulties,  that  are  very  hard  to  decide^ 
the  chief  of  which  are,  iir(l,  whether  the  king  hath  fK>wer 
to  {)ardon  one  impeached  by  the  commons;  fecondly, 
whether  that  judgment  belonging  to  the  declaratory  pant 
of  the  law,  is  to  be  given  by  one  or  both  houfes.  Thir4-» 
ly,  in  cafe  the  king  can  pardon,  whether  this  hath  4hc 
formalities  required.  Fourthly,  if  this  pardon  be  fiot 
good,  whether  he  may  be  admitted  to  plead  any  tUng 
elfc.  Fifthly,  if  he  may  plead,  whether  the  pointy  he  i« 
aocufed  of  amount  to  trcafon,  which  may  probably  CKer- 
cife  the  houfe  until  it  be  diffolvcd  or  proregucd^  The 
two  houfes  diflcr  alfo,  in  that  the  lords  would  firft  try  chc 
popifh  lords,  and  the  commons  would  ^ive  the  preference 
to  Danby. 
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The  duke  Hamiltan  arrived  die  Imfl  week  from  ScoE* 
land  with  a  great  train,  and  was  received  herein  triufD[ii: 
all  that  come  with  him  fay,  the  archbilhop  of  St,  An- 
drcw*s  was  killed  by  one  that  had  been  his  own  ftewnd, 
and  others  dia!  were  not  con vcn tide- men. 

Thc/fvere  ifill  agamft  tht  duii  ^f  T9rk  wm  raid  M 
Thtirfday  laft,  and  is  appointed  to  be  r^id  again  Rh 
morrow*  It  recites  the  pope's  pretentions  to  power  ovo 
kings,  parricularly  in^Sigland;  the  tnomormUrf  of  the 
Roman  religion  incompatibility  of  thofe  tiiat  preficA  it 
with  Englifh  proteftants ;  their  perpetual  plots  againftfhc 
government ;  fedulity  in  feducing  the  duke  ;  and  a  mo!- 
tttudc  of  other  things  of  the  like  nature  in  the  preamble' 
aOcrfs  the  power  of  parliament  to  difpofe  of  the  fuccdTiofif 
as  bell  conduced  to  the  good  of  the  kingdom^  which  b»d 
been  often  exercifcd  in  debarring  thofe  that  were  ncajtil 
in  blood,  but  never  with  fo  much  reafon  as  now  :  where- 
tbre  it  doth  txaOi^  "  that  the  duke  fliould  be,  -kn^  wii 
**  thereby  excluded  ■  declares  him  attainted  of  high  trca- 
*'  fon^  if  he  landed  in  England  before  or  after  the  king s 
**  death;  forbids  commerce  or  correfpondency  with  him, 
*'  under  the  fame  penalty  of  treafon/'  This  pleafcth  the 
city  fo  well,  that  a  petition  is  framing  there,  which  will 
he  prcfcntcd  in  t^^  days,  f^gntd  by  one  hundred  ihgufani 
nun^  to  give  thanks  unto  tlie  parliament  for  their  vigproijs 
proceeding  in  difcovering  the  plot,  and  oppofing  of  po- 
pcn%  und  pojmiiing  to  aifnl  them  in  fo  doing  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes. 

The  conimittc  of  lords  being  informed  that  foine  im- 
portant YtlipCTS  ^ttc  \vvi.\T^  ■i^TK^^\"X^^\^2^^^^  "^^^  ^t«t 
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to  break  it,  and  in  a  copper  box  found  tliofc  which  the 
sUtorney  goneral  fays  give  mote  light  into  the  plot,  than 
all  dicjr  bad  formerly  feen^  bat  moft  particutarlj^  againft 
the  lord  StafKurd.  I-  am  aitndft  tfleep,  and  can  oaly 
aflfure  you»     I  am. 

Your  moft  humble  and  ffdthful  fenrant* 

3  I  Rf  London,  June  a*ia. 

YOUR  nephew  arrived  facra  bft  night,  and  I  going  i» 
welcome  him»  received  your  letter  from  him.  Ilii 
friends  find  Iv:  bears  in  his  fiKe  too  fair  marks  of  a  Spa* 
nilh  jouirDcyy  but  in  all  things  elfe,  I  believe  he  will  gi^e 
them  as  entire  fatbfadlion  as  unto  nie»  who  ever  had  an 
extraordinary  good  opinion  of  him« 

This  day  was  fe'nnight  the  prorogation  of  the  parlia* 
mejit  was  fpokcn  of,  but  being  then  uncertain,  aiid  (asl 
thought)  not  like  to  be,  I  was  not  willing  to  mention  it^* 
but  it  fell  out  the  next  day,  and  all  men*s  wits  have  boos 
fcrewed  ever  finco  that  day  to  find  out  the  confeqneneei^ 
Every  body  hath  had  his  eonjediure,  and  the  moft  \s^t^ 
rant  (hewed  themfclves  the  moft  bold  in  aflfertixig  their 
opinions.  Many  find  that  the  king  would  not  have  4oaQ 
it,  if  he  had  not  re(blved  to  fend  for  the  duke ;  keep  i^ 
the  army ;  defice  affiftances  from  abroad ;  fell  Jcrfey  aaA 
Tangier  to  the  French,  (for  which  Mr.  Savile  is  ist 
make  the  bargain)  fet  the  earl  of  Danby  at  liberty,  aoA 
with  the  help  of  the  paptfts  and  bifliops  fet  up  for  him* 
fclf.  But  inftead  of  this,  we  fee  little  reafoa  to  believe . 
the  duke  will  think  himfelf  well  here :  The  army  Is  io 
part  di(b$uidid#  4nd  bad  been  entiteV^XMbA^^i^c^^^^'^ 
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ii  had  pilled  colonel  Birch.     The  place  horn  iriiMse 

the  (otcign^ffi  fiances  fliould  come  is  no€  known  2  Mr* 
Savik  ii  not  thought  very  good  at  fuch  tfcafkt:  The 
earl  of  Danbf  U  Lite  to  lie  where  he  U,  and  the  omoi 
help  hb  majcdy  can  (for  ought  1  hear)  expcB^  until  ite 
parUament  do  meet,  is,  by  Ftm*  Kent,  and   DiicKoinb^t 
ercdu,  which  perhaps  will   not  be  found  to  be  a  tciJ 
ftcddy  foundation.    No  man  will  avow  having  hem  the 
king's  counfdlor  in  this  hdinefs;  and  fofliic  wooder  diil 
hii  maje%  in  conflitutir^  the  privy  ccHUicil,  having pRh 
mi  fed  that  he  would  have  no  cabinet  council^  but  chit  he 
tvouid  in  all  things  follow  their  advices,  next  unto  tti^fe 
af  his  great  council  the  parliament  ^  fliould  fo  fuddcnlf 
proruj^uc  that  great  council,  without   fo   iT*uch   as  ask- 
ing the  other.     This  fills  men  with  many  ill  humours; 
the  parliamcnf-mcn  go  down  difcontented,  and  arc  Itfcc 
by  their  reports  to  add  unto  the  difcont^^nts  of  the  coun- 
tries, which  are  already  very  great ;  and  the  fears  from 
the  papifts  at  home,   and   their  friends  abroad,    bcin| 
added  then  unto,  they  begin  to  look  more  than  formcrW 
unto  the  means  of  prercrving  thcmfelvcs- 

There  hath  been  a  fuit  at  law  in  Scotland,  between 
ihc  carl  of  Arg)'lc,  and  one  Macclaine,  a  great  man  io 
the  liighbndi,  and  the  earl  (as  is  faidj  by  the  favour  of 
duke  Lathcrdalc,  hath  obtained  a  decree  for  the  lands  m 
qucllinni  which  by  order  from  hence,  is  to  be  put  into 
cxccutmn,  Iw  the  llrcngth  of  all  the  king's  forces  in  Scoi- 
l,indt  and  tire  sind  fword  to  be  yfcd  in  cafe  ihev  find  re- 
finance ;  as  probably  ihcy  will*  Macclaine  refolvir^he 
miil  HQi  W  luiTi't*  ^\&>.  ^  \vv%  -^c^^c^risQt. '>K?Wa\t^^E?i^ec  bf  m 
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trick  in  law,  and  a  decree  from  corrupt  judges.  This 
man  being  head  of  a  numerous  and  ftout  people,  helped 
Jby  the  faftncfs  and  poverty  of  their  country,  may  perhaps 
make  good  what  he  propofcth  unto  himfelf ;  and  to  (hew 
he  is  not  to  be  furprifed,  he  hath  already  entered  into 
Argyle's  country  with  800  or  1000  men.  The  earl  of 
Athol  is  his  neighbour,  friend,  and  enemy  to  Argyle,  fo 
as  it  is  believed,  he  may  give  him  fecret  afliftance  at  the 
firft,  and  afterwards  more  openly.  About  the  fame  time 
a  proclamation  was  there  publtHied,  making  ittreafonto 
be  prefent  at  any  of  the  field-conventicles  that  are  armed  ; 
and  every  man  knowing  the  preiTures  they  are  expofed 
unto  if  they  go  difarmed,  they  muft  incur  the  penal- 
ties, or  abftain  wholly  from  going,  which  they  will 
hardly  beperfwaded  unto.  Things  being  thus  brought 
unto  extremities,  the  king  hath  been  perfwaded  to  give  a 
hearing  unto  what  the  duke  Hamilton,  and  other  Scotch 
lords,  have  to  fay  againfi  Latherdale,  as  is  appointed  be« 
fore  the  council. 

Two  aflbciates  were  offered  unto  (ir  Thomas  Chichely, 
for  the  better  executing  of  his  office  of  mafler  of  the  ord- 
nance ;  but  he  thinking  that  an  affront  to  a  man  of  fo 
eminent  abilities  as  himfelf,  refufed  them,  which  hath 
obliged  the  king  to  difmifs  him  from  the  place,  and  put 
it  into  commiflion,  as  fume  others  have  been ;  fir  Tho- 
mas Littleton,  fir  William  Hickman,  and  iir  Jofeph 
Lowther  are  faid  to  be  the  men.  If  what  is  faid  be  true, 
the  ill  management  of  the  treafury  was  not  more  extreme, 
than  this  of  the  ordnance;  for  befides  the  extravagancies 
gf  furnijbing  the  French  armies^  with  ^tmi  «nd  omum- 

Afpmndik.  h  ^''*'^' 
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sihdyederday  the  king  declared  unto  him  his  intention  tp 
that  purpoTe. 

.  Vanlieu  the  Holland  ambaflkdor  is  anrivedy  and  Van 
Beuninghen  going-  away.  He  made  the  laft  week  a  great 
noife  about  a-meflage  fent  by  the  king  of  France  unto  hit 
maftersy  concerning  the  contribution-money  due  from 
the  country  about  Breda ;  denouncing  in  a  very  terrible 
manner,  his  intention  of  levying  it  by  fiorcc,  if  it  were 
not  paid  ;  and  that  in  un  Ottoman  ftile,  which  untofome 
£Uy'{>eople  gave  as  filly  a  hope,  that  the  peace  would 
bteak,  and  the  league  be  renewed  againft  the  French ; 
but  the  French  ambaflador  fays  It  is  a*  thing  of  no  mo* 
mentatally  and  already  compofed.  However  I  fee  no 
inclinations  in  difcrcet  men  here,  to  defire  fuch  a  difcqm* 
pofure  of  things  abroad,  as  (hould  engage  us  to  take  any 
part  in  them,  until  our -affairs  are  better  fettled  at  hom^ 
than  they  are  yet  like  to  be. 

Ireland  is  in  extreme  diforder,  by*  die  duke  of  Ormondes 
.  negligence,  ignorance,  and  favour  to  the  Irifli.  Douglafs 
.  his  regiment  thinking  to  nfe  the  fame  liccntioufnefs  at 
I.  i^infale,  as  it  had  been  accuftomed  unto  in  France,  gives 
.  >great  diftafte,  andapprehenfions  of  fuch  works  as  began 
.  almoft  by  theiame  ways  in  1641. «  Old  Roberts,  in  ap* 
pearing  of  late  for  the  king  and  bifhops,  thinks  himfelf  of 
..merit  tofuccecd  him*;  but  he  is  as  lingular  irr  that  opinion 
as  in  many  others. 

Some  that  know  matters  better  than  I-  do,'  muft  tell 
you,-  whether  we-fhall  have  the  (ame  parliamfi.tw\>  -^v  ^^ 
end  of  the  prorogation,  or  a  ntv  ot\e,  ox  xvoxv^'ax  "5^- 
-But  J  think   this,  or  anoti>CT  v\\\  be  i^utvd  T\^et5S««S^ 
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and  if  this  be  diflblved,  Miodier  will  be  cfaofen  of  U 
incUnaiions  to  favour  ihc  coajt-  The  four  pridb  ar 
fcjit  down  to  be  hanged,  where  th^  were  coOidcfiiiid 
The  council  gave  order  to  the  lord  mayor*  10  be  ¥en 
diligent  in  putting  the  procUfnattons  agatnfl  the  pif)i»i 
in  execution,  and  careful  under  that  name  nor  to  tfoufai* 
proteflant  dtlTcntcrs.  Itisfaidthat  Langhc^nie  Wak 
roan,  fir  Jofeph  Gage,  fir  William  Gortng»  and  otbd 
popi^i  commonors,  £hall  be  foon  brougfit  to  thdr  tijaL 
Now  the  parliament  doth  not  fit*  litde  news  wili  Ic  fr 
ring,  but  you  (hall  conftandy  have  fuch  as  I  knoif,  of 
any  other  fcrvice  that  lies  in  the  power  of 

Your  moft  humble  fmini 

^  ^  ^»  Lmdm,  Jum  9^ja 

The  bed  news  I  can  now  fend  you,  is,  that  your  ne- 
phew and  mine  is  looked  upon  as  we  wifh,  and  I  bdtev* 
he  will  perform  all  that  you  and  I  expert  from  him. 

There  hath  been  a  futt  at  law  ciepending  this  god 
while  in  Scotland,  between  the  earl  of  Argylc,  and  ow 
Macclaine,  the  head  of  a  great  and  numerous  family  in 
the  higldands.  The  earl  (as  is  faidj  by  the  help  of  thi 
duke  ofLatherdalc,  obtained  of  late  a  decree  for  thf  pof 
fcfliun  of  the  lands  in  qticftion,  and  an  order  was  fcrJ 
ixma  hence  unto  the  kings  officers,  to  aiDfi  tht^  carl  if 
executing  the  decree,  and  ufe  fire  and  fword  againf^  fuel 
at  fliould  oppofeit;  which  was  fo  farprofecutcd,  that  in 
with  300  of  the  king's  men,  and'50Q  of  his  own,  raifa 
upon  ail  v^^i  ol^ii.Q-ets:\Yv£<^,  ^»i\;\s^W  was  not  able  Xk 


ALGE!lN•0^f    SYDNEY.  165 

divcrfion  to  draw  Argylc  from  thence ;  but  what  reafoo 
foe  ver  pcrfwaded  him,  he  faid  he  would  not  be  put  out  of  • 
the  inheritance  of  his  anceftors  by  a  trick  in  law,  and  the 
corruption  of  the  judges;  and  joining  the  Macdonnelt 
unto  himfclf,  fell  into  Argyle's  country  with  near  3000^ 
men,  where  he  found  no  re(ii\ance ;  the  lady  of  Argyle  was. 
obliged  to  leave  her  houfe,  and  in  fome  haAe  retired  to 
Edinborough  to  get  relief,  which  could  not  ealily  be 
granted,  left  the  fanatics  (hould  take  advantage  of  .tfie 
king's  forces  being  fo  employed.  Some  fay  this  is  on)y  a 
family  feud,  others  believe  it  hath  a  deeper  root ;  but 
whatfcevcr  this  is,  no  man  doubts  of  the  truth  of  the  news 
brought  hither  by  an  cxprcfson  Saturday  morning ,  vi/ich 
is,  that  the  convcnticle-men  in  the  county  otGbicoware 
in  arms  ;  that  one  captain  Grimes  coming  fomething  too 
near  them,  with  his  troop  and  other  forces,  was  beaten  back, 
with  the  lofs  of  his  cornet  and  fourteen  troopers:  which 
according  to  the  pofture  he  found  them  in,  he  was  pcr- 
fwaded to  content  himfelf  with,  rather  than  to  prcfs  far- 
ther. The  council  was  called  upon  this  occaiionon  Sa- 
turday laft,  but  nothing  (as  I  here)  refolvcd  until  they 
hear  more,  fome  doubting  whether  it  be  a  laid  bufinefs, 
or  a  fuddcn  tumult  raifed  by  accident.  I  know  not  the 
truth  of  this,  tut  the  dijcourfes  I  have  heard  very  ^fien 
ef  late,  of  tho/e  who  every  day  exfeSted  Jome  fuch  things 
perfwades  me  to  believe  it  is  not  fallen  out  by  chance. 
Though  no  refolution  was  taken  at  council  upon  this  mat- 
ter, it  IS  faid,  that  private  orders  are  given  out  to  feveral 
officers  of  the  late  difbanded  troops,  to  get  their  men 
again  together;  and  to  others,  upon  the  nx)ft  plaufiUe 
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pretences  that  they  can  invent,  t6  delay  thetr  diibkiiMe^n 
ftimh  as  may  be,  Thefe  fufpicioits  go  too  far,  aiKl  wJtH^ 
reach  fomc  of  your  friends  and  mine,  to  fuch  a  <kfn«i 
tt^t  c$unfethr$  art  rather  fitid  U  ir  thangtdfbmm  i^u- 
cils;  and  if  they  flo  iTfrt  fiftJ  a  w^y  t^curt:  that  foit,  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  paribment,  clitty  will  he  Imk^m 
aa  their  predeceflbfs.  I  f  rwstfiing  fitwrt  See  eland  hiAd^ 
the  council  go  to  Wmdfor  towmorrdw*  I  pTefiinie  rai 
know  that  Hi  Sydney  hath  bought  Mr.  God<lplM^ 
iflacc  of  maficrofthcTolK^,  gives  6ooapoiffids,  milffli 
go  envoy  cim^erdinary  i  nto  Holland*  The  lord  Raftal^ 
for  the  fame  fum  p^id  to  the  lord  SundcrlanJ  is  ma^c 
gcntlemanofthebcd  chamber  in  his  place,  andrhegrrar 
bulinefs  concerning  his  account  is  referred  to  the  coundl 
in  Ireland. 

Many  things  mar  pafs  in  the  town  that   you  may  be 
i^iUing  to  hear,  but  tjicy  come  not  into   the  cell  rint 

covers 

* 

Your  moil  humble  fervant, 


SIF, 


Lmd^t  yuH€  r6-a6. 


The  Scotch  news  that  I  mentioned  to  you  !aft  week, 
doth  rtill  fK>flcfs  the  minds  of  all  men  here ;  but  all  rela- 
tions that  come  from  Scotland  are  fo  imperfe<S*^,  that  no 
man  knows  what  to  make  of  them  ;  and  thofc  that  come 
to  court  being  more  particularly  fo  than  fathers,  no  men 
arc  thought  to  underhand  Icfs  of  the  bufmefs  than  privy 
counfellon.  This  is  attributed  to  Latherdalc ;  and 
thoujVi'ilb^  totvs:\\ijit^,  ^ival  ^Wv  \mi  fays  is  not   tmc. 


ALCERI^pN    SypNtrY.  1^.7^ 

fpme  think  the  bufinefs  worfe,  others  better,  than  it  U, 
reprefented.  The  faiSt,  as  far  I  hear,  is,  that  the  earl  of 
LitbcQ  with  above  five  and  twenty  hundred  horfe  and  .foo^ 
did  come  within  a  few  miles  of  the  conventicle-men,  and 
finding  them  in  fuch  a  pofture,  as  he  did  not  think  it  pru- 
dent to  charge  them,  he  concluded  the  bed  was  to  let 
them  take  Qlafcow,  where  they  are  faid  to  have  found 
good  (lore  of  arms,  ammunition  and  fome .  cannoa,. 
and  having  left  fo  many  men  in  the  town  as  are 
thought  fufBcient  to  guard. if,  they  march  with  four, 
pieces.  They  are  faid  to  encreafe  in  number  ev«ry  dayt 
but  we  know  nothing  of  them  certainly,  unlef^  it  be  that 
they  have  no  landed  men  amongft  them,  nor  any  gentlemea,r 
but  a  younger  brother  to  a  knight  of  the  Hamilton  fa|ni}.y4^ 
The  laft,  week  we  heard  of  nothing  but  raifing  pf  ^rfKt 
forces  to  fubdue  thefe  rebels.  The  dukes  of  Monmouth, 
Albemarle,  and  lord  Garret  were  to  have  regiments  of 
borfe,  Feverfhamone  of  dragoons  and  grenadiers,  theloi^d 
Cavendiih,  Grey  of  Wcrk,  Mr.  T.  Thinne,  ai\d.  foroc 
6thers,  regiments  of  foot ;  but  that  heat  feems  tobe  fome- 
thing  abated.  The  lord  Grey  gave  up  Ms  conimifQon,- 
Mr.  Thinne  refufed  to  take  any;  Cavendifli  doth  not 
raife  any  men  upon  his,  and  Garret  fwears  he  will  not  bi^ 
at  a  penny  charge  to  raife  a  man,  but  if  thecommiffioners 
for  the  tieafury  will  raife  him  a  regiment,  and  provide 
money  to  pay  it,  he  will  command  it.  Whilftways  were 
fought  to  remove  thefe  difficulties,  the.  Scotch  lords  dutt 
are  here  endeavoured  to  perfwade  the  king,  that  the  baf> 
^inefs  may  be  ended  by  far  more  certain  and  left  chargeable 


1 


crrrmmi 

llnfc  dot  Ad  abiA;  the  ntlaritf  ht&  tmjdt^f 
H  wkb,  the  people  being  eafc^l  of  thofe  I 
die  pcrfims  lonovcd  ttiat  had  caafed  tJ^mi, 
tefa  fESco  pbecd  in  the  go^crmiKJic^  as  were  accept: 
to  the  cador^  thcf  durfl  undcnakc  rliac  aU  may  be  oi 
fofeil  mtbonr  blood.  Thh  was  noc  (as  I  bear)  dtfiil 
bst  anotber  pdtic  was  fiaited;  that  doth  yet  mor^  tac 
the  eocirt  tx»  mild  cQuif^;  which  i$^  in  the  year  1641  s 
of  pariiunciit  were  made  in  both  idjigdoms^  maktt^ 
tieafon  for  art?  pcrfon  belonging  unto  cither  to  make  1 
ypon  or  invade  the  othcTj  without  the  con  fen  t  of  par 
mcnt.  And  though  one  or  two  of  the  judges  fav,  t 
the  a£ts  being  reciprocal,  the  Scots  havfng  itfcm 
thcfrs,  OUTS  falls  of  hkUi  or  though  it  did  not,  the 
forbidding  an  invafion,  no  ways  touchcth  fuch  as  b?  i 
king*t  command  fhould  go  to  fubdue  ret  cIs  ;  others  f 
that  what  the  Scots  did  might  indeed  give  unto  the  p 
liament  of  England  a  juft  ground  of  annulJing  their  i 
alfo,  but  not  having  dune  it,  no  man  can  doubt  but 
remaini  in  force;  and  whofocvcr  marcheih  a^i 
Scotland  incurrs  rhc  penalties  of  treafon  denounced 
it.  And  fomc  that  were  prcfcnt  at  the  making  of 
are  fo  far  from  approving  the  diftindlion  between  i^vn 
ifg  and  Juhfluing  rebels,  as  to  fay,  that  the  parliame 
Ihen  finding  they  had  been  upon  the  like  pretence  c 
gaged  agamll  Scotland  in  |6j8  and  39,  made  this  ; 
iiprcfsly  to  hinder  any  fuch  bufincfs  as  that  which  is  m 

dcpendiiij 
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depending ;  and  to  take  care,*  that  England  (hoald  never 
be  again  engaged  againft  Scotland,  without  the  confent  of 
the  parliament ;  which  was  alfo  the  reafon  why  the  aft 
was  continued  in  force  on  our  fide,  though  it  was  diflblved 
on  theirs.  This  renders  men  of  cftates  unwilling  to  en- 
gagCy  and  hereupon  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was  fcnt 
away  ycfterday  in  fuch  hafte,  as  to  carry  no  more  com- 
pany with  him,  than  could  go  in  one  day  to  your  good 
town  of  Newark,  where  he  was  to  lodge  the  laft  night. 
He  is  furnifhed  with  powers  of  indulgence  to  com- 
pofe  rather  than  deftroy  ;  and  the  lord  Melvin  (who  is 
thought  well  enough  inclined  to  non-conformifts,  and  well 
liked  by  them)  is  fent  with  him,  as  being  thought  a  fit 
miniftcr  of  a  good  agreement.  The  foot  that  was  cm- 
barqued  in  the  Thames  is  gone  for  Barwick,  where  it  is 
to  ftay  to  fecure  the  town ;  and  the  other  forces,  that  arc 
newly  entertained,  are  to  continue  only  for  a  montli. 
This  looks  as  if  your  firiend  Latherdale  may  within 
a  while  be  left  as  naked  as  the  earl  of  Danby.  The 
army  is  almofi  every  where  difbanded,  unlefs  it  be  thefc 

*  That  England  (hould  never  be  again  engaged  againft  Scotland. 
Goe  on  both  hand  in  hand  O  Nations  never  to  be  difunited,  be  the  pratfe 
and  herioc  fon^  of  all  poftcrity;  merit  this,  but  fceke  onely  Vcrtuc,not  to 
extend  your  limits;  for  what  needs?  To  win  a  fading  triumphant  Uurdl 
out  of  the  tears  of  wretched  men,  but  to  fettle  the  pure  worfhip  of  Qod  in 
his  church,  and  jullice  in  the  ftate.  Then  fhall  the  hardeft  difllicukiffs 
fmooth  out  thcmfclvcs  before  ye ;  envie  Hiall  fmk  to  hell,  craft  and  malice  be 
confounded,  whether  it  be  homebred  mifichief,  or  outlandilh  ctuining:  yea 
all  other  nation*  will  then  covet  to  fcrve  ye,  for  Lordfhip  and  Vidory  are 
but  thepagcs  of  Juftice  and  Vertue.  Commit  fccurely  to  true  Wifdomthe 
vanquiming  and  uncafmg  of  craft  and  futtletie,  which  are  but  her  tworun- 
nagaics;  joyn  your  invincible  might  to  doe  worthy,  and  godlike  deeds,  aiKl 
then  he  that  feeks  to  break  your  union,  a  cleaving  curfc  be  his  inheritance 
f^  jUI  gexien(ioiu.  Of  Hciormation  by  ^ob:^  ^^^Nscra^. 
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i|pl  t^mi  tWt  oceafirtn  mc  agmin  ta||^  inm  pay,  ind 
coiifnitic*  alowft  cvtwy  ^^e  ^pf«^  ihc  utavart  h 
unui  than,  a*  fwa  ^  tlity  b4yc  Uja  cfowiifih^ir i 
Do^igks.hjs.rcgi  merit  now  in  Ireland,  a$  is  CiiAJ 
c^rdcrfr  ici  march  into  ScuEbrui*  whkh  giving  pi; 
rjcf^pfumtq  t»lk  of  that  ct>tjmrv,  they  £^y  that  tlicl 
having  UtJfly  placed  tbc  grcatcft  powers  o£  the  t 
kingdctms  in  the  haaii  of  the  thiec  worO  men  tbotc 
bo  found  in  them,  can  never  be  at  cafe  umil  thev  an 
facTifieed,  to  expiate  tlie  faults  of  the  gavcfiimoit, 
appcafe  tiie  difconfents  of  the  nation^ 

ILirry  Sydney  hath  his  in) i ructions  for  Holland. 
HtJiry  GocKirikc  is  goiiig  into  Sp.im,  ;i.s  a  pa^fcxn 
which  tbat  court  may  judge  oithe  wit  and  gt  ,d  icnft 
our  n-itinn*  On  FnciiiV  lall  H:ircuurr,  W'hitcbriaJ, 
thro:  otJuT  priuJUr  i  i  ;  at  the  Old  lliiJy.  ftjund  *^\Ak\ 
thr  ^>lgr,  ;i[\d  nnuicmncd  as  tniituis.  On  SitLjJivi 
likctcntence  faii4,*d  ufMiaLangliurnc.  The  trials  wen 
54II  rcfpC4:ls  i-nr,  even  by  theconkOton  ut  the  advr.rfmi 

The  nrrriij^ntxi   pcrfun^   p  accd  :dl  tlic  h^^pcs  ^f  th 
dt-'fcHiX^   upon  the  invalidating  uf   Gates  his    tcibmoi 
In  wiiichcnJ  thry   had   aiM>ut  16  \urnenes^cnt  tr ^in 
OmcTs,  toadrrt  that   ihcy  ha^^  icn  hinj  evct .    dav 
Mjy    :ind   Junn  Wiis  a  twelvenvmrh  at  St.  Omers^  ai 
confctjucntly  he  could  not  be  litre  a&  he  doth  ailcrt ;  b 
as  three  of  them,  having  been  tipprt  hcnded  by  fir  Willb 
Waller  nt  iheirfird  coming,  fold  him  they  were  conie 
be  \\ai\c[Tcs^,  and  being  allccd  what  they  were  tu  witnel 

t'  ev  Jiiii  ihi'y  rii^f  knSiV  f^at  Jr^m  t'  €irjiiper!0rj  ;    it  d 

VUmly  iLY^M  at  tU<:  trial,  that  they  were  ready  £d  fa 
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'whatetcr  they  Wctc  bid  ;  and  Oatcs  did  plainly  prove  by  • 
a^knight  and  two  of  his  fcrvantSj  two  proteftant  parfons, 
a  popifh  prieft,  and  feme  others,  that  he  was  here  at 
that  tinfK  i  f6  as  his  tcftimony  was  taken  witTiout  dHpute. 
This  is  a  dangerous  leading  cafe  for  the  lords  in  the 
tower,  whofc  principal  hopes  were  to  invalidate  the 
teftimony  of  Oates,  Bedloe,  and  Dugdale ;  all  which 
being  confirmed  by  the  judgment  of*  a  jury  in  the  face 
of  all  London,  cr.nnot  be  queftioned.  Wakcman  was 
t6  have  been  tried  the  fame  day,  but  being  arraigned  the 
trial  was  put  ofFforamonth,  as  is  faid,  at  the  follicitatibh 
of  the  Portugal  ambaflador,  and  in  a  way  that  to  many 
feemed  fcandalous.  If  the  Scotch  bufinefs  be  fettled,  tlie 
king  will  go  to  Windfor  as  he  intended.  You  may 
remember  that  the  laft  year  four  Irifhmen  were  fpoken 
of,  for  having  been  fent  down  thither  to  attempt  upon 
the  king's  life ;  it  is  now  feid  that  one  Antonio,  a  fervant 
to  flic  queen,  told  one  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth at  that  time,  that  four  Irifhmen  were  expcftcd 
there  about  a  bufinefs  of  great  importatice ;  and  the  king's 
harbinger  fays,  four  fuch  were  then  recommended  to 
him,  as  men  he  muft  take  a  care  of,  and  fee  well  lodged, 
flow  little  focver  I  have  to  fay,  I  fill  my  paper  like  m 
Gazette,  and  have  only  room  to  add  that  I  am. 

Your  humble  and  faithful  fervant.  • 

S  I  Rf  London,  June  23.     July  2^ 

I  told  you  in  my  laft,  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was 
gone  towards  Scotland,  fince  which  time  reports  have 
been  fo  various,  that  no  man  wdl  knows  ^l»l\ft  xk^» 
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nf  that  byGncffi ;  and  the  .  mfr  of  tht«  unccrtaTitry  it 
piMcd  to  tlit  4ii»geiicc  of  the  kitig  s  ofliccrsp  who  tnic 
aivi  kw;|p  ail  Utters  dlnrdcd  unto  prrAms  any  wap 
pcitkiip  fo  a^  ^>  more  is  kruiwr^,  than  they  thuik  f 
divulge.  An  otprcfs  itnvcd  here  ati  Saturii<af-ntglKl 
I.d]iihurgb»  ajiii  btxHigh'  ncu^^  th*it  thr  duke  o(  h 
iiMmrhamvcd there  on  WedmWay  ;  tliat  he  had  beet 
ceivcd  iwith  great  joy,  and  as  much  haru>iir»  m>  thiifc 
were  there  could  (hew  unto  hiiu :  that  ihc  council  h^ 
httn  iiumcdiatcly  called,  Jic  exp>fed  unto  rhcai  bi&  c 
niffionr  which  wis  very  well  liked;  that  the  ehanci 
lltvitfii  him  10  fuppcf  that  nighr,  and  rhat  he  W2i 
rKPvf  morning  lu  go  tn  the  army,  havioj^  tirfi  fcnt  An 
pri^li  to  tht  lurd  Lithco,  that  conr'n'rai'ids  ir,  no  ^^av 
cn^3^^  in  any  ailiijn  bctore  lit  cumcs*  S^nn^  flunk 
he  hdth  the  cunvcutJth men  M  an  j  tvani-i»xtt  and 
yijtfuf  it  to  ihcif  doilruclion.  Others  L^y^  ihat  upon 
cxtEfmc  avLrfion  that  is  lhc\ii\  all  over  tn^laad  lo  i 
iu  Sjotlund,  and  tlie  little  pruhaliility  ycc  appeariii, 
flic  p-Tiiianvtiu's  btingaiw  ^^  «y>  en;jrigcable  in  ir,  he  1 
TixxivtJ  mucli  u]f«rc  gcrulL  iiiilruclion>,  iind  iaicnd: 
the  hilp  of  tliLi  Inrd  MciviiT,  ro  eompok  thnfc  bullric 
if  he  cm  i  nv]J  jl  he  ejn  .HnunipHih  i^  will  ecri^ 
ftTidtr  huiUcU  vcfy  popular  in  England  4nd  SjotlanJ. 
1  he  duke  IhiTnikon  and  fume  other  Seutch  lorJs^  ^ 
irrj^  kt  hiJi  m,ijdty  know,  clv.it  the  diforders  in  Seotl 
poceeil'vi  tnily  from  the  cxir«;mc  prctfurt-  the  people 
brought  under,  by  thofe  vrhu  eonsrary  lo  Li%\  abufed 
pAvrr  his  m<ijelly  had  cntrutkd  fiiem  with*  did  ym 
take  tu  tinlfh  all  without  blood,  if  he  would  be  pidifci 


ALGERNON      SYDNEY.  17^ 

•€afc  thtm  of  thofe  prcffu'rcs,  and  removing  thofe  who  had 
caufcd  them,  put  the  government  of  the  kingdom  into 

.  the  hands  of  fuch  perfons  as  were  well  pleafmg  unto  the 
nation.     This  having  been  taken  into  confideration  for 

•  fome  days,  the  duke  Hamilton  with  the  reft,  and  one 
Lockart,  were  fent  for  by  the  king,  who  told  them^  the 

'  points  formerly  fpoken  of  did  relate  iTnto  his  pr^rogafwe^ 
which  in  three  points  he  would  not  fufFer  to  be  touched: 
ift,  That  he  having  a  right  of  difpofing  of  all  placer^ 
nught  incapacitate  fuch  perfons  as  he  ihould  chink  fit: 
adly,  That  it  belonging  to  him  to  prevent  con/pitaties^ 
he  might  fccurc  and  imprifon  fafpedVed  perfons ;  and  that 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  a  Habeas  Corpus  in  Scotland, 
nor  (hould  be  as  long  as  he  lived:  3dly,  That  it  beii^ 
his  part  to  J)revent  or  to  quell  rebellions,  he  might  ralfe 
fuch  forces  as  he  plcafed,  quarter  them  where  he  thought 
iic,  and  employ  them  as  occafion  fhuuld  require.  To 
which  Lockart  replied,  that  the  places  in  qucAion  were 
thofe  belonging  to  counties  and  corporations,  which  had 
€\cx  been  chofen  by  the  people  refpedlively  according  to 
their  charters.  And  forafmuch  as  concerns  cohfpiracics 
and  re  hellions  J  he  thought  he  could  prove,  that  what  his 
majefty  did  aflcrt  did  ndther  agree  with  the  laws  of 
Scotland,  nor  any  other  law,  nor  tlie  ends  for  which  thitf 
or  any  othor  government  w  is  conftituted. 

The  next  point  in  difcourfe  was  concerning  (bme  ar- 
ticles exhibited  againft  Latherdalc ;  in  which  it  is  fiud^ 
that  "  his  majefty  for  feveral  years  paffcd  had  been  utterly 
**  minnfornied,  and  nev'cr  known  the  tiuVtv  ^^  ^xv^  ^^wc«i^ 
**  rcktlng  unto  Scotland,  but  biei\  g;oAdt^\i^  Vas^^^t^^^?*^ 


■•Vat  all. 

♦'•acfbofBp, 
otJiors  of  D 

*«*"  taken,  » 
"^'*»«  to„v„ 

*'5ooamcn;oii 
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'  3efcrvc  hi^^fe.    'Tfic  fetl  of  ShafifWfry  hafh'  been  twite 

'Vfth  Hlhi,-but,  as  is  WW,  teih'as'^jfc^gSlriM' nothing 

'HrAtn  'hlrti,'but^<hc  diftovcry  bf  *m^'1&rtdi  fceldftjging <q 

*  the  Jefuits,  ■  Franciftans,'iind  'BeiWdiavis,  'Wot  «xeccd- 

ihg  two  thoilferid  poinds- a  ye^r/'^hieh  will  hot  faVc  hit 

life.    'WyceWan  is  to  be  trcd'  tHls'in»ctek  at  the  kill's 

binch  bar.  ^His  Watnihsdefire  he'^fllould  confefe,  ahd 

'think  he  will.  '  It  is'  faid  that  abobtf  this''*tlmc^»#i»  a 

tSfelvcmbnth,  'fomc   Wortien'SHfitThg  '  hts'i^^ifc/'fiiW  a 

'rfiif^tcf'bf  hfs;"gr6wmg^p-  to  be-  inah'h^gable/^whidi 

^  ga've  octiaffton  to  the  goffips'tof -i^k  tfhe  \H6tHer;'%Ha<  pdr- 

"tion  (hc'-'l^iould  have?  To  which(li<^"arir^crcd,^tKat'if 

onethrng  hit  ng^t,  Sir  George  wo'uMpve  Kei*  Yen  dimi- 

iand  poiinds ;  ivlikhjxxiplc  ri6wrcflednig-t)ik>ni'fogcA 

with  the  life  and  cftatc  of  the  perfon,  believe  that  one 

thing  whith  was .  to  cnabl6*  hSm  to  give  fo  large  a*  portion, 

was  the   1500a  poitnds,    which  '  wa*  prortitfed  Mm » to 

poifon  the  ling. 

There  is  a  certain  petition  preparing  in  London  to  'be 
prcfcnted  unto  the  king,  which,  as  is  faid,  will  bc-flgncd 
by' many  lords,  gentlemen,  and  all  the  pirtncipal  1m>(Mc- 
holdcrs  of  the  city  of  London,  taking' notice  df  fh*  awny 
having  been  raifed  upon  pretence  of'  the  Frtnch'  ^ar, 
kept  up  by  Danby's  means  contary  to  an^  aft  of  pariia- 
mcnt,  as  a  ftanding  army.  In  the  next  place- itnnen- 
tions  the  afts  of  parliament  made  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, making  it  trcafon  for  the  fubje(fts  of  either  king* 
dom  to  invade  the  other,  or  the  fubjefts  thereof,  giving 
power  iand  enjoining  all  other  JTubjedls  ot  ixxX^^"^  'V^  ^^^^ 
vpqn  "^d  dcffroy  (uch  as  ftiouVd  \u  Itvj'^xtrvfc  •aJ^txw^'^'^ 


contrari 
jefty  to 

.?*•«- 

^terminal 

king. 

The  fpcj 
Sner  in  ^ 

*ritc  this,  I 
Wonmoutii 
nien,  who  J( 
with  fo  litt,^ 
them  fftr  i,>rt 
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Bcotland,  who  brings  word,  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
had  attacked  the  coinventicle-meny  and  eafily  forcing  alittlt 
barrieado  they  had  made  to  defend  a  bridge^  had  utterly 
rdefeated  them.  Some  letters  fay,  two  thoufand  are  killed 
upon  the  place  ;  but  my  lord  Sunderland  tells  me  diex^ 
18  only  fome  hundreds  ilain,  many  taken,  and  the  whole 
Imrty  diiTipated  and  deftroyed  ;  by  which  means  it  is  faid, 
that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  will  have  made  himfelfaf 
poplar  in  England  and  Scotland  as  the  duke  of  Yoilu 
Men  here  will  be  ftartled  at  prefent,  but  that  will  lidt 
hold.  The  Scotch  lords  have  been  fo  wife  as  to  leave 
their  countrymen  to  be  cut  in  pieces,,  but  (as  foihe  be- 
lieve) not  enough  to  keep  themfelves  fo  free  from  corref- 
ponding  with  them,  as  not  to  leave  that,  which  being 
irtrell  followed  may  bring  their  heads  to  the  block.  I  am» 
Your  moft  humble  and  faithful  fervant^ 

f  (ball  not  be  in  town  on  Monday  tb  write  unto  yoe 
acconiing  to  my  cuilom.  The  peace  of  Brandenburgh 
€6uld  not  be  otherwife  than  as  it  is. 

The  gentleman,  to  whom  the  inclofed  is  addreiTed^ 
hath  received  mc  letter  that  paffed  through  your  hands^ 
^»nd  will  wait*upon  you  for  this. 

€  IRf  London^  June  30,  July  9^ 

I  write  to  you  now  rather  to  keep  my  day,  than  from 
en  opinion  that  thefe  Ixft  days  have  produced  any  thing 
#iat  deferves  to  be  conimunricated  unto  you.  The  news 
concerning  the  Scots^  n^entloiied  in  my  lad,  is  coci^^^^^ 
jby  fevcral  cxprdfcs,  and  ail  ftiew  \V^t  ^A^»\  v^  Vv*^ 
^PFMUBIX.  M  "^^^ 
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they  tall  it  in  peace,  free  from  rebellions,  is  to  ufe  the 
utmoft  rigour  upon  thofe  that  arc  in  their  power,  and  to 
difcover  who  did  in  ar^y  mcafurc  aflift  or  abet  them  ;  and 
in  order  thereunto  the  prisoners  are  ufcd  mod  cruelly, 
and  it  is  faid,  that  at  the  leaft  forty  of  the  moft  noted , 
men  amongft  them  (hall  be  put  into  the  boots  my  lord  of 
Latherdale  hath  brought  into  fafhion,  to  make  them  dif* 
cover  what  correfpondcnce  the  great  mtn  held  with  them* 
I  know  not  how  far  this  may  concern  fomc  that  are,  of 
lately  have  been  here,  but  it  is  probable  enough  they 
may  have  the  fortune  that  ordinarily  accompanies  them 
that  pretending  to  be  very  fubtilc  and  keep  well  with  both 
fides,  ever  do  too  much  or  too  little;  and  that  whereas 
they  might  have  prevented  all  tumults,  if  they  had  en- 
deavoured it,  by  denying  all  manner  of  favour  to  the  dif- 
contented  people ;  or  reformed  the  ftate  of  that  kingdom, 
if  they  would  have  taken  the  condudl  of  them,  and  ver/ 
well  provided  for  their  own  intcreft  by  either  way,  may 
have  ruined  thefe  poor  people  by  ftirring  them  up,  and 
leaving  them  to  themfelves ;  brought  the  whole  nation 
under  the  power  of  their  enemy,  and  giving  fuch  advan- 
tages againft  themfelves,  as  may  be  their  ruin,  if  they 
are  purfued ;  that  is,  to  perifti  or  be  faved  by  the  mercjr 
of  him  they  profefs  to  abhor.  Duke  Hamilton  complains 
he  is  ruined  by  this  bufinefs,  and  that  not  only  all  the 
provifionsof  vidualsand  corn  and  grafs  upon  the  ground 
U  dcftroyed,  but  that  there  is  hot  a  cow,  one  horfe  or 
(hcep  left  upon  hi»  whol^  eftate ;  and  his  own  houfc  hid 
been  ptundfercd,  if  the  duke  of  MonmouxVvVvaL^  wc^v^^t^- 
an  oflSccr  to  prcfcrve  it.  But  LaiV\ciAaXc  ^a.^^^  Vv^  ^^'cvwq^^ 
M  1  ^'^^'■■^' 
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S  f  Rf  London,  July  io-2o. 

'  If  t  had  a  mind  to  play  the  politic,  like  the  houfc  of 
commons  man  newly  preferred  to  be  a  privy  counfellor# 
t  (hould  very  gravely  excufe  myfelf  for  not  writing  to 
ybu  by  the  laft  poft,  and  lay  the  fault  upon  my  want  of 
leifure,  putting  as  much  weight  upon  a  law-fuit,  as  they 
do  upon  aflfairs  of  (late ;  but  having  at  their  cod  learnt, 
that  thofe  who  make  fuch  difcourfes,  cheat  none  but 
themfelves,  I  ingenioufly  confefs,  I  had  nothing  to  fay ; 
and  that  now  the  parliament  is  prorogued  and  the  court  at 
Windfor,  I  hear  little  more  than  I  fhall  do  when  I  am 
dead.  The  truth  is,  fomc  of  our  friends  being  newly 
grown  menof  bufinefsjare  fo  politic  and  fecret,  that  a  man 
who  fees  it  can  hardly  forbear  laughing ;  but  none  is  fo  in- 
genuous as  to  be  content  men  ihould  do  it,  except  the  lord 
Halifax,  who  is  fometimes  free  enough  with  his  companions 
to  begin.  I  long  (ince  found  that  the  defign  of  fending 
H.  Sydney  into  Holland,  was  like  the  reft  of  Sir  William 
Temple's  projcfts,  a  matter  of  great  depth,  and  kept  fo 
clofe,  that  not  one  of  them  would  fpeak  to  me  of  it ;  but 
this  day  was  a  fe'nnight  a  gentleman  that  came  to  fee  mc^ 
took  a  letter  out  of  his  pocket,  newly  come  from  Hol- 
land, wherein  the  whole  end  of  his  negotiation  is  fet  o«t 
very  plainly  ^  which  in  Ihort  is  underftood  to  be  no  more, 
than  under  the  pretence  of  a  guaranty  to  draw  Holland 
and  Spain  into  a  league  with  England,  which  may  help 
the  prince  of  Orange  with  an  occafion  of  breaking  the 
peace  lately  made ;  which  I  believe  will  take  efFcA,  if 
the  F/ench  can  be  perfwaded  to  deep  three  mocvtVv^^  -mx^w 
M  3  ^^^^^ 
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proved,  and  the  formalities  that  are  ufual  with  men  of 
bufinefsy  having  been  obferved  to  him,  he  is  grown  to 
think  he  is  fo.  You  know  Monfieur  dc  Barillion  go- 
verns us  (if  he  be  not  miftaken)  but  he  fecms  not  to  be 
fo  much  pleafed  with  that,  as  to  find  his  embonpoint  en- 
creafcd  by  the  moiftnefs  of  our  air,  by  frequently  clap-  • 
ping  his  hands  upon  his  thighs,  (hewing  the  delight  he 
hath  in  the  (harpnefs  of  the  found  that  tedifies  the  plump- 
nefs  and  hardnefs  of  his  f)e(h ;  and  certainly  if  this  cli- 
mate did  not  nouri(h  him  better  than  any  other,  the  hairs - 
in  his  nofe,  and  nails  of  his  fingers  could  not  grow  fo 
fad  as  to  furnifh  enough  of  the  one  to  pull  out,  and  of 
the  other  to  cut  off  in  all  companies,  which  being  done, 
he  picks  his  ears  with  as  good  a  grace  as  my  lord  La. 
The  diffolution  of  the  tables  at  Windfor  hath  caufed  a 
great  folitude  there,  which  leaves  the  king  few  better  en- 
tertainments than  fifliinji:,  and  unto  fomc  of  our  friends  a 
good  opportunity  of  making  their  court,  which  they  im-i* 
prove.  A  man  is  come  out  of  the  North,  who  fays,  that 
Sir  Thomas  Gafcoin  did  treat  with  him  to  undertake  to 
kill  the  king,  fent  him  to  London  to  receive  farther  in- 
flrufliont,  and  tells  his  ftory  fo  difcreetly,  that  every 
body  believes  him.  He  feems  to  involve  Sir  George 
Ratclife  of  Northumberland,  who  had  been  formerly 
taxed  by  Gates.  One  Garril,  a  SuiTex  gentleman,  was 
laft  week  feized  and  brought  before  Gates ;  he  fays  he  is 
a  jefuit,  and  the  fame  man  that  by  thofe  of  the  fociety 
was  called  Blundell,  of  whom  much  hath  beqn  faid. 

I  d^ire  not  affure  you  that  the  gentleman,  to  whom  the 
letters  were  addrelTed  that  I  fent  to  you,  is  as  hoos.^T^'^ 
M  4  ^^ 
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he  is  undcdbndir^  in  bufiners,  bccaufe  I  doul 
arc  neccOltQus  and  live  by  their  wirs,  may  be  i[ 
fwcrve  from  the  bcA  W3j«  tnd  I  bnow  fame  of  h» 
lelatioet  to  be  very  naught ;  but  I  can  truly  fty,  du 
fiuny  years  acquaintance  I  hav  c  not  found  him  guii 
any  ill  thingj  and  I  am  furc  thac  a  brother  of  hk/  ha 
tmdertaken  one  that  was  abomiruble,  he  wag  fo  fir  I 
joining  with  him,  that  he  difcavcrcd  it  to  the  peTfo<i 
ccrncd  in  it,  and  as  I  believe  thereby  fa vcd  his  life; 
fincc  that  time  fo  brake  with  his  bra  her,  m  orvi 
h^ve  looked  upon  him  for  this  13  or  14  years.  I 
ttic  dukf  of  Monmouth  h  expeflcd  here  this  day. 
poor  people  know  nothing  of  the  fitting  of  tlie  pa 
ment,  but  are  confident  it  will  not  be  in  Augufl.     I 

Your  moft  humble  and  faithful  ferr 


S  I  Rt  L^ndsn^  jFuIy 

You  may  wkh  r^afon  hcllcvcj  I  am  little  infurmc< 

what  paflcth  in  the  world,  that  in  my  la  ft  letter  I 
nothing  of  the  parliament,  which  I  make  no  doubt 
others  J  that  writ  to  you  the  fame  day,  faid  w^as  diffoh 
The  truth  is,  the  bufinefs  being  done  at  Hatnpton-Co 
the  news  came  not  hither  until  the  afternoon,  an 
having  it  two  or  three  huufj*  later  than  others,  hadalrr 
fent  my  Icucr  to  the  poft,  and  couid  nut  recover  it 
make  an  addition,  though  of  fo  great  importance,  T 
bufincG  is  wholly  imputed  unto  your  two  friends,  and 
other  that  ever  joins  with  them  ;  but  the  king  findinj 
would  nut  pafs  at  council,  takes  it  wholly  upon  himfc 
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%ough  that,  M  well  as  fome  other  things  of  the  like  na-^ 
ture,  are  thought  not  well  to  agree  with  what  his  ma- 
jeily  was  pleafed  to  declare  when  he  made  the  new  coun** 
cil,  to  have  no  cabinet  council,  but  next  unto  tho  advices 
of  the  parliament  to  follow  thcir's  in  all  things;  and  ther 
world  looking  upon  this  as  the  work  of  the  three  above 
mentioned,  they  begin  to  be  fpoken  of  all  over  England 
in  the  fame  manner  as  Danby,  and  I  fear,  may  be  im- 
peached the  next  parliament  uport  this  point,  and  the  wa»i 
in  Scotland,  as  is  faid,  contrary  to  an  aft  of  parliament 
in  the  year  1641.     The  new  parliament  is  to  meet  on  the 
7th  of  Odobcr :.  there  will  be  as  great  canvafiing  for 
places  as  ever,  people  believing  this  parliament  was  dif- 
folved  only  in  hopes  of  having  one  that  would  be  Icfs 
careful  of  the  publick  intereft.     All  men  that  wifh  well 
unto  it,  think  it  neceffary  to  imploy  all  their  induftry  in- 
endeavouring  to  make  it  better  in  that  fenie ;  and  many><* 
believe  tliey  will  effcft  it,  though  fome  probably   will 
grow  weary  of  the  expences  of  eledions,  and  the  ways  of 
preventing  them  as  yet  are  not  fettled.     Tiic  lord  Halifax. 
1^  made  an  Earl,  under  the  fame  title.     The  lord  Sun- 
derland hath  order  to  prepare  warrants  to  confer  the  fame 
honour  upon  the  lords  Garret  and  Roberts. 

The  lord  of  Wiltlhire's  marriage  witli  Mrs.  Coventry^ 
was  the  laft  week  celebrated  with  great  folemnity ;  and' 
yefterday  the  young  couple  came  to  the  marquefs  of  Win- 
chefler*s  houfe,  where  there  was  a  mighty  fcaft,  and' 
much  dancing  and  rejoicing.  Lan^orne  was  yeftcrdaT^ 
hanged,  profefling  the  fame  innocence  that  the  jefuites^ 
^dhi,  and  had  thtforium  ms  xviil  as  they^  ta  bt  4tU«>^eft 
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§nhbj  ii&ft  tl^ai  an  in  fhtfame  rrimtf^  »ri 
in  having  ihtfti  €^n€f^hd.  This  day  fh 
irordinarily  aiTembled  it  llannptofi-CDurr |  m  cori& 
'  Wakcman**  bufmcfs,  with  its  eonfc^iucfirci,  whkji 
wiihllanding  he  i^  to  he  tried  to-morrow  at  the  OW 1 

The  bl^  week  the  king  gave  the  Scotcli  lords  a  be 
agiToft  Lathcrdale ;  tliey  had  counfel  on  both  fidai ;  J 
hart  and  Cynningham  did  undertake  to  prove  z  imill 
cpf  things  done  by  Latherdale  to  have  tieen  againfti 
and  Mackcnxy,  the  king's  tdvocate,  being  of  cotmfi 
him,  could  no  ways  difprovc  them,  but  hail  reeouHc 
the  roval  authorltv.  The  lords  of  Efiex  and  Hal 
were  i>rt:kn^  and  both  of  them,  but  efpecially  the  h 
did  very  much  uphold  the  complainanrsj  and,  ariK 
other  thin;:^,  trld  the  kiiiri  he  faw  the  Sccniih  nj 
wa5  more  tVic  ilian  the  t  n^liOi.  Ne\crthclcrs  am 
wasreturnL^d  to  them,  that  Larherdalc  had  done  nott 
bur  uhat  Im  »  mnjcily  had  rommanded,  and  whid 
vould  tipliotd  hv  virtue  ^jf  his  prerugntiz^e^  tt/kich 
Mi.ve  t^t  ^r!:t>,  Ti'T^r  as  is  thought,  will  prefer vc 
from  puniklimcnr,  Itut  his  place  of  fccretary  will  beg 
to  tl.c  i  'rn  XTjgcjiiits. 

The  Diike  of  Man  mouth  J  bcforr  he  came  from  S 
hnd^  had  taken  care  that  the  Scotch  prifoners  (houl 
n(ed  with  more  hurnanitv  than  they  found  amon^ft  i 
catintryincn,  and  fince  hh  arrival  licre,  orders  are  fer 
rnlarsre  the  indufgtrncc  granted  unto  tlic  non-CDnfom 
*fi  rheir  meetings.  The  r^'fult  of  thai  bufmcf?,  as  fa 
I  urukrlrand  it,  is,  a  great  many  foiTJs  have  been  kill 
ili^ar  bU,^Hi  Utii   u^n  Latherd.ik  ;  their  folly    and 
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cruelty  (hewn  unto  them  hath  g?ined  a  great  deal  of  conv- 
paflion  for  thofe  that  remain  of  their  partj,  which  proba- 
bly will  perfwadc  thofc  in  authority  here  to  proceed  more 
gently ;  and  that  which  is  reafonaMc  in  itfelf,  will  be 
rendered  abfolutely  necciTar)'  if  the  parliament  be  fuffcred 
to  lit ;  for  unlefs  they  prove  to  be  of  a  temper  very  dit 
fcrent  from  what  is  cxpeded,  they  will  fuffer  nothing  like 
unto  that  which  hath  been. 

A  bufinefs  happened  lately  which  makes  a  great  deal 
of  noife.  A  certain  captain  under  the  fhelter  of  the 
African  company  committed  fcveral  piracies  upon  the 
Englifh  company  trading  in  Turky,  and  lately  coming  to 
town,  five  or  fix  principal  merchants  that  had  received 
the  damage,  arrefted  him,  whereupon  he  complained  to 
the  commifiioners  of  the  Admiralty,  who  fent  for  the 
merchants,  and  upon  their  refufal  to  releafe  the  captain, 
committed  them.  They  addrcfl'cd  thcmfclves  to  one  of 
the  judges  for  a  Habeas  Corpus,  who  before  he  granted 
it,  gave  notice  unto  the  commiflioners,  that  the  commit- 
ment of  the  merchants  was  againfi  law,  advifed  thdr 
releafe  before  the  Habeas  Corpus  was  granted,  which 
could  not  be  denied,  which  the  commiflioners  refufed  to 
do ;  but  advifing  farther  with  lawyers,  found  not  only 
that  what  they  had  done  was  unwarrantable,  but  that  ihcj 
were  fubjed  to  adtions  for  falfe  imprifonn)ent»  Ufoti 
which  the  injured  perfons  would  obtain  great  danuiges  ; 
fo  as  they  found  no  better  way  than  to  releafe  the  ifieti, 
with  a  great  many  fair  words :  but  they  not  being  there- 
with fatisfiedy  refolved  to  fue  them  at  law,  or  bring  the 
bufinefs  into  parliament.    I  write  thia  two  days  befoce 
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die  going  tf  the  pafi«  becaufe   I  am  ob%nt  m  m 
Ijttk  journrr  this  da^,  ^id  Hull  ooc  be  barfc  iMi  k 

Yotir  htimblc  aiKl  Jmilfilid  fcp 


I  hjve  beoi  out  of  towri  almoCt  this  fnmi^  I 
my  bft  IcitCT  to  too  %ras  dated  about  that  time*  A 
fcoim  I  fbitnd  fncn*£  minds  more  difiurb^d  chaii  a 
remember  them  to  have  bcen^  fo  as  there  ii  no  estit 
of  diforder  lobe  imagined,  that  we  might  net  pwl 
have  fallen  into  if  the  king  had  died,  or  that  msv  nc 
reafonablf  be  feared  if  he  Ihciuld  rclapfc.  All  th; 
now  to  be  told  of  news,  is  from  the  court,  and  muf 
known  from  thofe  that  arc  more  cunv-crfant  there  th 
am,  Thoiigh  tlic  parliament  is  like  to  jlgxiiftr  II 
people  arc  bufy  in  bniiging  thole  in,  who  are  of  thcfrt 
mind  ;  and  the  part?  that  is  motl  avcrfc  to  the  € 
fceins  to  prevail  in  the  counties  and  great  corporation** 
the  other  dodi  in  m:iny  of  the  fmtill  boroughs  ;  and  t 
the  whole  maiEcr,  many  believe  the  houfe  wilj  he  c 
pijfcd  as  the  !a0  was,  or  as  fome  think,  fjf  a  marc  h 
humour,  the  fimc  nif  n  being  fomcthing  ftiirpcned. 

Your  friend  the  lord  Lafhefdale  is  more  pow< 
than  ever  in  Scotland,  openly  oppoftth  the  diik< 
Monmouth,  and  hath  fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  render 
indulgences  obtained  by  him  utterly  incffcclual  ;  hm 
his  power  there  ihould  not  be  fuiiicient  to  protcN^ 
here,  if  th45 -parliament  meets,  he  doth  not  dtfdain  a 
don,  and  as  I  hear,  one  is  prtparitig  for  him.     I  k 

% 
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Ufi%%m'  jntneh  your  friends  and  mine  do  grow  at  couiti 
nor  wtMlMr  the  gains  they  can  cxped  to.  raaJije  thcte, 
wUl«ptintervail  what  they  lofc  in  the  nation  ;  but  I  do 
Chtok  .my&lf  affure'd,  that  *  two  of  them,  who  imerc  gene* 
caily  as  well  efteemed  as  any  men  I  know,  are  now  as  ill 
j^poken  of  as  aiiy  ;  and  the  afperity  one  of  them  flicwed 
againft  the  papifts,  is  mofi  bittetly  retorted  upon  him. 
If  the  parliament  fits  I  (hall  not  be  fo  ignorant  as  I  am 
iff  what  paifeth,  and  I  will  with  the  fame  care  that  I  did 
thel^  tiine»  let  you  know  what  I  hear,  and  as  far  at  I 
dare  truft  letters  fcnt  by  the  poll,  what  I  diink.  I  am^  • 
Your  nuift  humble  and  finithful  iervan^ 

S  J  Rf     .  London f  Offchr  aa« 

It  i$  iiHlecd  a  good  while  iince  I  heard  firom  you,  «si4 
I  have  been  lefs  dsBgent  in  writing  to  you  than  fiormerfy', 
l>artly  hecaufe  I  doubted,  whether  my  letters  were  anf 
ways  acceptable  unto  you,  and  partly  becaufe  one  that 
is^  far  from  court  knows  nothing  worth  relating,  unkfs  k 
foe  in  parliament*time,  when  all  that  is  done  is  made 
publick,  or  at  the  lead  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  thole 
diat  have  aiiy  acquaintance.  I  am  not  able  to  give  fe 
much  as  a  guefs,  whether  the  parliament  (hall  (it  the  96th 
of  January  or  not,  and  though  I  think  myfclf  in  aH 
refpedts  well  chofen,  am  uncertain  whether  I  (hall  be  of' 
it,  or  not,  there  being  a  double  return ;  and  nothing  can 
be  allured,  until  the  queftion  ariiing  thereupon  be  deter* 
mined,  unle(s  it  be  that  as  I  and  my  principles  are  out  of 

•  The  ckU  qC  HmUUx  V[vi  Mux.  \      .      « 
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mf  indtmtioas  going  <me  wqf,  1117  Iria 
aiKl  iSlmicc  with  thofc  that  are  like  ro  ^ve  oeeaA 
tiieffetteftaTnre^cfTawiiig  another^  [  fh^U  bra 
dHBfed  and  fufpc^aed  bf  both  parties  and  thodi 
come  the  mc&  ifieoii£dcrablc  member  of  the  bonfe 
however  matters  go,  if  the  hemic  doth  fif»  iqc 
care  t»  know  what  I  either  hear  or  chink,  I  I 
ibhor  die  Gocofe  that  is  worn  out  hf  bMwk^  been  Jo 
ille<Sged  bf  liai^  and  foob,  as  never  id  pr^ctul  1^ 
bufindi  as  a  reafon  for  my  omiJBon  ;  and  I  tK 
£ball  nuke  iK»ne< 

i  have  often  heard  of  monficur  D'Avaux  his  bcha 

In   Holland,  but  did  not  need    any    information 

matter  of  fact,  to  be  affared  he  would  oppofe  it ;  h 

licvc  he  would  fucceed,  and  indeed  with  fomc  ctmBi 

10 conclude,  that  our  difappointmcnt  in  that  cafe  ij  n 

more  for  our  ad  vantage  than  what  we  fought.     An 

It  is  faid  in  religion,  that  nothing  is  more  terrible 

|hc  return  of  ill-conccivcd  pravcrs,  nothing  is  more  I 

feared  in  poliilcks  than  the  fijccefs  of  unreafon^ible 

ilU grounded  counfcls^     And  though   the    *'  propofi 

^*  that  was  njadcj  being  rcjedied,  will  ccrtAinlir  railc 

**  party  in  (lulland  thai  i&  Icafi  for  the  prince  of  Orai 

"  and  ca{l  it  iniu  a  dci>endence  upon  France,  that  h 

**  mortal  unro  us  than  a  le^gue^  that  would  certainly  li 

*'  produced  a  rupture  of  the  peace,  reoewed  the  war 

"  over  Europe,  expofcd  Flanders  to  be  loil  the  firfl  \ 

"  (which  this  mull  have  done  ;*'  it  being  as  certain, 

aflj fiances,  expe^^cd  from  hence  would  have  failed,  as  t 

h    hul\\    not    \v\   \\\€si  ^^\  ^fitvv^v^  ^i^tL^Uv^    ^1^  ^r^ 
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fence.)  Thi«,  and  a  great  deal  more  upon  the  like  fub-* 
]c6t  was  told  the  lord  Sunderland,  and  Mr.  H.  Sydnejr 
before  he  went ;  but  Sir  Willianr),  who.was  taken  for  the 
4>racle  of  thofe  parts,  aflfured  them,  there  was  no  fuch 
tiling  as  a  party  in  Holland -inclined  to  oppofe  the  Princn 
of  Orange:  that  all  was  fubmitted  unto  his  authority^ 
and  united  in  defiring  fuch  an  alliance  with  us :  that 
it  .would  certainly  be  accepted  as  foon  as  ofiered,  and 
th^  the  French  which  had  made  the  peace  for  fear  of 
42S9  would  by  the  fame  reafon  more  exadly  keep  itp 
•when  it  was  feen  that  we  were  joined  with  them,  1 
(hould  think  him  bewitched,  that  doth  not  fee  there  is  as 
many  fallities,  as  to  matter  of  fa6l,  and  miAakes  in 
judgment  in  this  matter,  as  there  are  words ;  but  I  fee 
no  intention  of  receding  from  fuch  counfels,  nor  remcdjf 
for  the  mifchiefs  they  bring  upon  us.  It  was  alfb 
believed  this  bufinefs  would  have  been  liked  by  the 
parliament,  but  I  am  as  confident,  as  of  this  that  b  . 
paffed,  that  if  the  parliament  had  met,  neither  this  nor 
any  thing  that  is  like  to  engage  us  in  any  war,  wouM 
have  been  endured  by  them,  nor  that  they  would  have 
given  a   penny  towards  it. 

You  will  certainly  have  heard  of  a  precious  ^/«/,  car^ 
Tied  on  by  a  man  of  four  names  (who  had  been  alnK>ft  as 
fr\:\r\y  times  in  the  pillory  for  perjury,  and  fuch  other 
pieces  of  wit)  whereby  the  prefbytcrians  (hould  be 
brought  under  the  fufpicion  of  having  one  now  on  foot 
which  fhould  have  given  occafion  of  bailing  the  lords  in 
the  Tower;  but  he  having  had  the  ill  luck  to  mtflake 
lylanfell  for  Mansfield,  carried  a  bundle  di\t^<t^>Vift.>Da^ 
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forigcd,  10  m  wrong  place;  »nd  hiingirig  tomt 
the  cutloms  to  fearch  Manfcll'a  lodgingi  fbr 
lacc»  &nd  other  prahibi ted  coinmod irks  wms  ^vW 
them  hitnfdf;  but  the  mi^^ke  of  ih^  f^pcHdifSm^ 
wkfch  was  to  MansfkU,  the  femh  not  opeticdi  aiidiite 
circumC^ances  making  the  fmud  to  appcat,  iht  vhA 
nutier  vanifhed.  About  the  finne  time  mnoibm  ieSfiti 
ctjyal  prudence  and  integrity  was  €.vfrxt.MJ  on  lo  fbkA 
Dugdale  to  renoonce  hb  tel^ifnony  CMiccmitig  the  pe|ii 
plotf  bpt  he  confulted  with  foriie  frlendi^  plied  tit 
good  witnelles  under  the  hanging  to  teflify  wh»i  ^ 
woman  faid,  who  treated  with  him  ;  and  when  he  faw  a 
fit  time  difcovcred  all  to  the  council,  fo  as  that  plot  alii 
is  enervated.  We  hear  of  feveral  other  perfons  that 
would  more  fully  difcover  the  popifh  plot ;  but  as  thingi 
ftand,  none  dares  appear.  Serjeant,  long  fpoken  of,  hith 
depofed  what  he  knows,  and,  as  I  hear,  deliveted  it 
into  fafe  hands  figned  and  fcaled.  H-  Sydnev  is  fiaid  to 
have  made  a  very  ill  difcourfe  to  him  at  the  Hague,  and 
if  it  come  before  the  parliament,  will  probably  have  evil 
rrtfc^ls.  The  duke  went  towards  Scotland  on  Mondar, 
full  of  various  imaginations,  as  is  faid  \  but  fome  under* 
i^anding  men  think  he  hath  nothing,  that  ought  more  to 
plcafc  him  in  his  journey  than  good  weather.  There  ii 
a  paper  cad  about  the  town  of  the  earl  Danby  his  cafc^ 
Khich  makes  a  very  ill  one  of  it ;  and  amongfl  other 
things  to  prove  he  Mas  not  of  the  French  taction,  he  fayS| 
he  needs  alledgc  only  the  French  amballador's  difcourfci 
i?f  him  at  madam  Mazarin's  ;  this  new  logick  of  provinf 
%  tUm^  V^'  ^  ^xuy^'^vvwivvv  ^v<isx^\  ^-aJw^*^  v^\  ^^  uncertain  ai 
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\tfclff    teing    looked   upon   as   the  invention  'of  that 
excellent  wit. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  dulnefs  you  obferve  in  your 
'  neighbourhood,  and  wifli  you  could  find  means  to  en« 
creafe  it,  believing  that  nothing  elfe  can  keep  them  from 
taking  advantage  of  our  follies,  as  I  am  fure  the  league 
would  have  done,  if  it  had  been  accepted  in  Holland. 
H.  Sydney  arrived  here  yefterday.  The  duke  his  firft 
lodging  was  at  Hatfield ;  the  earl  of  Salifbury  being  at 
Quiddhot,  fix  miles  off,  fent  his  fon  to  excufe  his  not 
coming  to  wait  upon  his  royal  highnefs,  for  that  he  had 
been  let  blood  five  day  before.  No  provifions  for  his 
entertainment  appeared  in  the  houfe,  but  two  does  upon 
the  table,  one  barrel  of  fmall  beer  in  the  cellar,  and  a 
pile  of  £iggot9.  The  duke's  fervants  fent  into  the  town 
to  buy  all  things  neceflary,  even  to  candles,  and  to  bor- 
row candleftickf  •  The  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood 
were  fo  charitable  as  to  take  the  lord  of  Oflfory  and  many 
others  to  their  houfes,  where  they  were  well  entertained. 
The  duke  being  unwilling  to  be  burthenfome  to  a  poor 
lord,  appointed  fir  J.  Worden  to  pay  for  what  he  had, 
and  the  fteward  took  money  for  the  faggots,  and  eight 
fliillings  for  the  barrel  of  beer.  The  earl  of  Orrery  is 
dead,  and  the  lord  of  Ormond  has  made  his  fon  Arran^ 
major-general  in  his  ftead;  that  if  the  French  invade 
that  kingdom,  the  army  commanded  by  himfclf  and  his 
two  fons  may  be  fit  to  oppofe  them.    I  am. 

Your  moft  humble  and  faithful  fervant. 
ArptHPix.  N  SIR, 


tiling  , 

*«  wftii 

'^'^.  "ffcm 
0*1)1  in  ft, 

*w«nt;cr/,, 
tude  of  pe, 

"Moloney  foi 
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hftd  been  done  lince  the  laft  parliament  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  nation,  in  favour  of  popery,  and  imputed  the 
greateft  part  thereof  unto  the  fame  caufe;  whereupon  a 
vote  was  pafTed  by  the  houfe  nemine  eontradicente^  that 
the  houfe  (hould  proceed  inceflantly  upon  the  further 
difcovery  of  the  plot,  and  the  means  of  preventing  a 
popi(h  fucceflbr. 

Wedncfday  the  a7th,  Dangerfield  was  brought  into 
the  fpeaker's  chamber,  and  being  put  to  his  oath  by  a 
ju(Hce  of  the  peace,  did  depofe  what  he  had  formerly 
faid.  Mr.  Hide  only  and  (ir  Lionel  Jenkins  did  fpeak 
in  favour  of  the  duke  ;  and  the  latter  having  the  ill  luck 
to  fay,  he  did  in  hi«  heart  believe  his  royal  highnefs  was 
as  good  a  fubjedl  as  any  is  in  England,  one,  that  was  not 
far  cffy  whifper'd,  •<  and  ss  g$od  a  proteftant.'* 

Th«  fame  -day  complaint  being  made  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  of  thofe  who  had  obftru6led  petitions,  and  fome 
members  feverely  anfwering  fuch  as  had  been  guilty 
thereof,  fir  Robert  Howard  defired  the  houfe  to  proceed 
cautioully  therein,  his  tnajefly  having  by  proclamation 
declared  fuch  petitions  to  be  contrary  to  law*  Notwith* 
(landing  which  admonition,  the  houfe  did  vote  mmine 
€§ntradi€inUf  That  it  was,  and  had  ever  been  the  right 
of  the  fubjeds  of  England  to  petition  his  majefty  for  the 
meeting  and  fitting  of  parliaments,  until  all  petitions  werp 
heard  and  grievances  redrefled.  In  the  fccond  place  they 
appdnted  a  conmiittte  to  examine  who  had  been  guilty  of 
obftruAing  fuch  petitions,  and  therein  betraying  their 
country«  There  are  fix  or  feven  members  of  the  ho^^^ 
•f  commons  faiil  to  have  declared  xYiecciUlHta^  ^tx^S^^^ 
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iind  abhorrcTs 
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of  fych  petitions. 


4 


OF 

who,  as  t$  dw 

vlll  be  turned  out  of  the  houfe  without  other  cocf 
The  faiBc  day  lir  RofcKrrt  Fayti>n  was  fufpoifa 

houfe. 

An  American  jew,  lately  interpreter  to  the  laft  Pa 
embaXTador  that  was  hcre»  did  tcHify  before  a  cmae 
of  the  houfe  of  lordfi,  that  he  had  been  fubcmol  fa 
bid  embaflador  to  kill  tht  earl  of  Shaftlbury,  by  a 
hand-granidoe'£  inta  hk  coach  as  he  Oicmld  be  going ' 
coming  £h>fn  Chelfea  ;  and  lo  find  others  to  kiU  Ai 
Oates  antt  Bedloe.  He  mentioned  this  at  fitll  it 
phtenfy  of  a  fever,  and  findbg  that  he  had  fo  difta 
>Lmfelf,  found  no  better  way  of  fccurity  than  to  dc 
the  whole  to  the  earl  of  Clarendon  the  firft  day  of 
hii>,  and  ffdi\  cFcd  unto  him  the  whole  matter  in  wri 
The  carl  doth  neither  deny  the  receipt  of  tbc  |iapers, 
jivc  any  rcafgn  why  he  concealed  it. 

Many  terrible  accufations  come  in  againil  Anglefy. 

The  lord  Hallifax  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  fpccdr 
covery  and  convi£lton  of  papifts,  and  eafc  of  noncon 
mil^s,  bat  fo  contrived,  ihai  hih  pari  hi  art  at 
equally  iuLinfed  ifgainji  him  fsr  iV.  The  houft 
lords  was  on  I'hurfday  turned  into  a  committee,  and 
I  hear,  will  be  fo  every  day,  to  coniider  of  it,  antl 
nhcthcr  it  can  be  fo  mended,  as  to  be  ufeful  unto 
cndsi  intended.  I  know  not  whether  that  can  be  don 
no,  hti  I  ftjuid  havi  wtjhid^  thai  intending  (9  U 
itLt^ve  n  m'fUhn  sf  men^  that gs  under  thg  name  4ft 
tin^trff.ijfs^  he  hud ^fen pkti/ed  t^  ^i^n/ait  urilh  cm  tf/- 
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On  Friday  twcnty-ninc  lords  and  commoners  were  in- 
vited by  the  lord  Mayor  tB  his  feaft,  and  after  dinner  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  came  to  them.  In  his  return  he  was 
accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  people,  that  ran  to  fee 
him  and  efquire  Thinne.  It  was  obferved  that  having 
formerly  had  a  bar  in  his  arms  upon  his  ceach,  it  was 
then  wiped  out. 

Odober  3o>  Dugdale  did  declare  unto  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  Ewers  the  jefuit  told  him,  there  had  been 
a  conteft  between  the  duke  of  York  and  Coleman ;  he 
complaining  that  the  duke  put  him  upon  bufinefTes  that 
would  bring  him  to  be  hanged,  the  duke  told  him,  he 
would  fecure  his  life,  fo  he  would  hold  his  peace  :  Cole* 
man  anfwered,  he  could  do  fo  for  the  the  future ;  but  he 
had  already  confefTed  fo  much  unto  his  friend  (ir  Edmond 
Godfrey,  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  difcover  him  and  all 
his  buiinefs ;  whereupon  the  duke  replied,  that  ought 
not  to  trouble  him,  for  order  (hould  be  taken  to  keep 
Godfrey  from  doing  any  hurt,  which  in  a  few  days  wms 
performed  by  his  death.  Cann  of  Briftol,  and  Withins 
Steward  of  Weftminfter,  are  put  out  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  for  difcountenancing  and  oppoiing  petitioning. 

I  believe  to-morrow  will  be  a  great  day  in  the  houfe  of 
comnions,  in  as  much  as  it  relates  to  the  duke ;  he  is 
faid  to  be  arrived  in  Scotland,  but  no  certain  news  is 
come  of  him,  fince  he  was  feen  off  from  Newcaftle  on 
Monday  laft.  If  the  orders  fent  into  Flanders  from 
Spain  concerning  reprifals  upon  th^  dukcof  Srandenburgh 
by  fea  or  land  be  executed  (as  is  faid)  by  fending  two  or 
three  thoufand  horfc  into  tlie  Pais  dc  Cleves  &  de  Juliers, 
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1  look  upon  the  peace  as  broken  •  for  the  Fr 
defend  it,  or  do  the  like  in  Flaadcrs.      I  amn. 

Your  mo4t  humble  mnd  faichful  krm 

The  lord  Ogle  ii  dead*  ^ 

TIic  length  of  tills  letter  will  pcrfti^dc  you  I  amw 
the  h^fte  1  mentioned ;  but  abundance  of  matter  h 
made  a  letter  of  fuc  pages,  when  I  intended  but  one- 


\'\ 


k 


I  had  not  failed  of  feeing  ^ou,  when  jf  ou  were  hem 
it  could  have  been  compared  by  tnduArv,  fer  I  f 
more  than  once  at  your  old  lodging  in  King-flreet,  i 
the  new  one  which  I  then  heard  you  had  taken  near 
James's  ;  but  courtier!*  arc  always  in  motion,  fo  as 
meet  with  them  Is  as  hard  as  to  flioot  flying,  and  thou 
my  inEcntion  was  to  have  done  it,  I  found  that  ftti/  w 
1^'anting.  I  was  in  that  enquiry  guided  by  my  o^n  b 
clinations  unto  you,  and  the  knowledge  of  obligatio 
received  from  you,  both  of  which  join  in  perfwading  r 
to  wjfh  you  in  a  way  more  fukable  unto  your  hiiraot] 
than  that  which  engagcth  you  in  troublefome  rcmcf 
to  follow  a  prince,  [Lew'^s  XI  V^]  who  perhaps  doth  n 
always  know  his  own  nnind,  or  that  thinks  it  a  part 
his  greatncfs  to  vex  as  many  as  he  can.  Thofe  that  1 
fent  lately  hither,  fjiakc  of  notliing  fa  much  as  •  la  ghi 

[•La  ^loiVf^  df  l»iif  maitrr] 
pour  mfii,  qui  *iii  mji  nmn  tlq*  hrulant  d'ctrire, 
ii*  rri  Jii  biyt  sir  ma  pliamy  rxptrf  r  U  filirr, 
J^  11 'ok  lie  nifi  vrrs  vmitjcr  ici  Ic  pit's. 
lou!?(iijAj  fi  quel u II J L  dr  mrt  fnibks  ecriii 
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dt  Uur  Matin:  though  perhaps  there  were  more  c^truo 
gloiy  in  the  fieadinefs  of  a  little  good  common  fenfe^  than 

in 

£t  commf  tes  exploiu,  ctonnant  (es  le£leurs, 
ScTont  \  peine  crus  fur  la  foi  dea  auteurs ; 
Si  quelque  efprit,  malin  les  vcut  trailer  dc  fablcf. 
On  dira  quelque  jour  pour  Ics  rendre  crtiTablcs  • 
'Boiieau,  qui  dam  fes  vers  pleies  de  fincerilc, 
Jadis  a  tout  Ton  fi^cle  a  dit  la  vcritc ; 
^ui  mil  k  tout  blimer  fon  etude  et  fa  gloire 
A  poKjrtaot  de  ce  Roi  parlc  comme  rfaaftoirc. 

Epicre  1,  au  R«y. 

The  writer  of  the  long  though  curious  note  on  this  paflage,  among  other 
things  obfervcs,  **  Nocic  Poete  Avint  de  k  cour  comble  d'hoiuieurs  et  de 
birjis.  Cependant  il  a  dit  plufieurs  foit,  que  la  premiere  reflexion  que  JUii 
infpira  (a  nouvelle  fortune,  tut  un  fenttment  de  tnftefle,  enviCageant  la  perte 
<lc  fa  liherte,  comme  une  fuiie  ineviuble  des  bien  faiu  dont  il  venoit  d'etre 
honorc."  But  away,  Reader,  from  the  time-fcrving,  pcnfioned,  yet  in- 
geaiottf  Boileau,  to  honeil  Andrew  Marvell,  and  the  matchlcla  John 
MiUoiu 

Whilft  in  truth*!  mirror  this  go«d  fcene  he  fpy'd 

Enter'd  a  Dame,  bedcck'd  with  fpotted  pride. 

Fair  flower-de-luce;  within  an  azure  fielJ, 

Her  left  hand  bears  the  antient  galic  (hield. 

By  her  «furp'd ;  her  right  91  bloody  fword^ 

Infcrib'd  Leviathan,  our  fovereign  lord ; 

Her  tow*ry  front  a  fiery  meteor  bears. 

An  exhalation  bred  of  olood  and  tears. 

Around  her  Jove's  leixd  rav'nous  curs  c«mpIalB, 

Pale  death,  fuft,  tortures,  fill  her  pompous  trainu 

Sum  Poems,  by  A.  MarvdL 

He  aflt*d  thee,  hall  thou  feen  my  fervant  Job  ? 

Famous  he  was  in  heaven,  on  earth  le(s  known; 

Where  glory  is  falfe  glory,  attributed 

To  things  not  glorious,  men  not  worthy  of  fame. 

They  err  who  count  it  glorious  to  fubdue 

By  conquefl  far  and  wide,  to  over-run 

Large  countries,  and  in  field  great  battles  win, 

Great  cilirt  by  aflault;  What  do  thcfe  worthiea. 

But  rob  and  fpoil,  burn,  flaughtcr,  and  enflave 

Peaceable  nations,  neighbouring,  or  remote, 

Made  captive  yet  deferving  freedom  more 

Then  thofe  their  conquerers,  who  leave  behind 

Nothirig  but  ruinwherefoe're  they  rove, 

And  all  the  flour ifhing  works  of  peace  dcftrof. 

Then  fwell  with  pride,  and  muft  be  titl'd  Goa% 

Cftit  beoefad«rt  oj  iDukiiid«  deliveRCH 

M  4  Hi«<^v^^< 


f«c*cf,  y^ 
'*•  me  of, 
l*«on  after 

'*»'•*  your, 
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d^alt  civilly  with  me,  is  he  iays,  upon  your  confidera* 
tion,  which  I  have  reafon  to  believei  and  am  very  wU«. 
ling  to  acknowledge,  as  from  a  perfon  from  whom  I  re- 
ceive much  greater  obligations,  and  to  whom  I  (hall  bc> 
ever  ready  to  render  all  that  agrees  with  the  title  of 

Your  moft  humble  and  obedient  fervanc 

S  I  Rt  Nerac,  Decemier,  18-28,  i68a. 

I  received  ye(lerday  in  one  and  the  fame  packet  three 
letters  from  you,  of  which  one  had  pafled  through  Paris 
whilft  I  was  there,  and  that  would  have  fpared  me  a 
journey  of  four  hundred  leagues,  if  I  had  then  received 
it.  This  would  have  been  aconvenicnce  unto  me ;  but  my 
obligation  unto  you  is  the  famejfind  I  fo  far  acknowledge 
it  to  be  the  grcatcft  that  J  have  in  a  long  time  received 
from  any  man,  as  not  to  value  the  leave  you  have  obtained' 
for  me  to  return  into  my  country  after  fo  long  an  ab- 
fcncc,  at  a  lower  rate  than  thefaving  of  tny  life.  Yoa 
having  proceeded  thus  far,  I  will,  without  any  fcruple, 
|)ut  myfelf  entirely  upon  the  king's  word :  and  defire  you 
only  to  obtain  a  fafs  to  (ignify  it,  and  that  his  majefty  is 
pjeafed  to  fend  for  me ;  fo  as  the  officers  of  the  ports  or 
other  places  may  not  flop  me,  as  they  will  be  apt  to  do 
as  foon  as  they  know  my  name,  if  I  have  not  that  for' 
my  protedtion.  You  took  that  which  had  paflfcd  between 
you  and  mc  fo  rightly,  that  I  have  nothing  to  add  unto 
it.  I  have  no  other  buiinefs  than  what  folely  concerns 
my  perfon  and  family.  I  deiirc  not  to  be  a  day  in  Eng- 
land unknown  to  the  king,  or  his  minifters ;  and  will 
loofe  no  time  in  waiting  upon  the  feccctai^^  '^^^t^w^^X 


SG2 


^ETtTlOli     or 


cmn  ^  ftfier  fVif  arri vmL  1  thitik  1 1  no  wif  1 1 ^fcmUr  A 
I  Qjould  Ai?  in  Ef^bnd,  if  the:  kl^  do  not  fee  I  g« 
do  It  without  any  ihidow  or  poflibiUty  of  prrjuf&se  w 
him  I  tiKi  uufcfs  I  cm  hmff  him  in  that  point,  I  iMi 
no  more  than  to  rttuni  on  thi«  lick  die  fcas  iftir  lb 
thfee  mofilb^,  whefc  I  intend  to  ^nifti  my  davi,  irilfe 
cut  thinking  any  tnore  of  living  in  England.  Ymk 
my  thoughts  Bmply  expofcd ;  I  bcfcech  you  to  wcam 
pHih  the  work  you  have  fo  well  begun*  Send  yoor  m 
fwer  to  monfteur  du  Moulins*  ind  believe  no  nmn  t&^ 
world  can  M  mere  obliged  unto  yoti,  than  V 

Your  moft  humble  and  obedient  fcniiit 


To  the  K I N  G*s  Moft  EKccllent    M  a  j  e  i  t  n 
7%f    Humile   Pfiili&n    &f    Algtrnoon     Sydney,     £/jf 

THAT  your  Petltionerj  after  a  long  znd  clofejm- 
prirunintint,  wasj  on  the  fcventh  Day  of  this  Month 
fKovtmher)  brought  by  a  Guard  of  Soldiers  to  the 
Pa!  ace- Yard,  u^wm  a  Ha  be  at  Cnrpus^  dire£led  to  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Ti^wtr^  before  any  Indidmcnt  ha4 
been  exhibited  aguinft  him- 

That  whilii  he  was  there  detained,  a  Bill  was  exhi- 
bftcd  and  fuund  ag^jnrt  K\m\  whtTcupon  he  was  imme- 
diately carried  to  the  King^s-Bifuh,  and  there  arraignedi 
In  this  Surprize  he  dc fired  a  Copy  of  tlic  IndiiBment, 
arid  Leave  to  make  his  Exceptions,  or  to  put  in  a  Special 
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Plea,  and  Council  to  frame  it ;  but  all  was  denied :  He 
then  offered  a  Special  Plea  ready  engroflkd  ;  which  was 
then  alfo  rejeAed,  without  reading:  Being  threatened^ 
That  if  he  did  not  immcdiated  plead  Guilty  or  not  guilty. 
Judgment  of  High  Treafcn  (hould  be  entered ;  he  was 
forced  contrary  to  Law  (as  he  fuppofeth)  to  come  to  a 
General  IlTuey  in  pleading  Not  Guilty. 

November  the  twenty- firft  he  was  brought  to  his  Trial; 
and  the  Indidlment  being  perplexed  and  confufcd,  fo  thaf 
neither  he  nor  any  of  his  Friends  that  heard  it  could  fullf 
comprehend  the  Scope  of  it,  he  was  utterly  unprovided 
of  all  the  Helps  that  the  Law  alloweth  unto  every  Man 
for  his  Defence:  Whereupon  he  again  dcfired  a  Copy, 
and  produced  an  authentick  Copy  of  the  Statute  Edw* 
in.  whereby  it  Is  enaijled.  That  every  Man  Jhali  hope  a 
Copy  of  any  Record  that  toucheth  him  in  any  manner,  as 
well  that  which  is  for y  as  againfl  the  Kingy  or  any  other 
Perfon ;  but  could  have  neither  a  Copy  of  his  Indift- 
ment,  nor  that  the  Statute  ihould  be  read« 

The  Jury  by  which  he  was  to  be  tried  was  not  (as  he 
is  informed)  fummonedby  the  Bailiffs  of  the  feveral  Hun- 
dreds, in  the  ufual  and  legal  Manner  \  but  Names  wero 
agreed  upon  by  Mr,  Graham,  Mr.  Burton,  and  tfic 
Undcr-SherifF,  and  DireAions  given  to  the  BailifTs  to  • 
fummon  them  ;  and  being  all  fo  chofen,  the  Copy  of  the 
,  Pannel  was  of  no  Ufe  to  him. 

When  they  came  to  be  called,  he  excepted  againfl  fomc 
for  being  your  Majefty*s  Servants ;  which  he  did  hope 
ihould  not  have  been  returned,  when  he  was  piofecuted 
ft  your  MajeAy's  Suic 
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Mmf  Others,  for  not  being  Freeholder*  (whidi 
tions  he  thinks  art  good  in  Lawrj  mnd  €^m 
lewd  and  infiiinoiis  Perfons,  ik^c  fie  i o  be  of  any 
hui  all  was  over- nikd  by  the  Lord  Chief  Juflk 
your  Pedtioner  forced  to  challenge  them  pcrcRi| 
whoim  he  found  to  be  picked  out  as  mod  fuioble 
tmention* of  thofc  who  fought  his  Ruin;  wlicrcby 
tiic  Benefit  allowed  him  by  the  Law,  of  making  h 
CC|jtion%  and  was  forced  to  admit  of  mcchanick  Pi 
utterly  unable  to  judge  of  fuch  a  Afatter  as  u 
tiotigbt  before  thcm«  ^ 

This  Jur>^  being  fwom,  no  witnefs  was  produced 
fisted  any  thing  beyond  hear-fay  upon  your  Pcdt 
except  the  Lord  Howard,  and  thofe  that  fwore  ro 
Papers  faid  to  be  found  in  his  Houfc,  and  offered 
fccond  Wltoefs,  and  which  were  written  in  a  Hsnc 
unto  your  Petitioner's. 

Your  Petitioner  produced  t^n  Witm^ilcs,  mo^  of 
Men  of  eminent  QiiaJityj  the  others  of  unblem 
Fame,  to  ihcw  the  Lord  ffswitr^^s  Tenimony  wa 
cunGftcnt  with  what  he  had  (m  the  Prtfcnceof^ 
affimed  to  many  of  them,  (and  as  he  fwore  at  the  *] 
of  the  Lord  Rujpl)  under  the  fame  religious  Ob% 
of  an  Oath,  as  if  it  had  been  legally  adminificred. 

Your  Petitioner  did  endeavour  further  to  fhew, 
befides  the  Abfurdity  and  Incongruity  of  his  Tcftim 
he  being  guilty  of  many  Crimes  which  he  did  not  pre 
your  Petitioner  had  any  Knowledge  of;  ^n6  havinj 
other  Hope  of  a  Pardon,  but  by  the  Drudgery  of  fw 
iii£  agatnft  him,  he  deferved  not  to  be  believed  ;  , 
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that  Similitude  of  Hands  could  not  be  Evidence^  was  de- 
livered by  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  KuUng^  and  the  whole 
Court,  in  the  Lady  Carr's  Cafe ;  lb  as  no  Evidence  at 
Law  remained  againft  him. 

That  whofocver  wrote  thefc  Papers,  they  were  but  t 
fmall  Part  of  a  Polemical  Difcourfe,  in  Anfwer  to  a  Bodt 
written  about  thirty  Years  ago,  upon  general  Propofitionst 
applied  to  no  Time,  nor  any  particular  Cafe ;  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  judge  of  any  Part  of  it,  unlefsthe  Whole  did 
appear,  which  did  not ;  that  the  Senfe  of  fuch  Parts  of  k 
as  were  produced  could  not  be  comprdiended,  unlefs  the 
Whole  had  been  read,  which  was  denied ;  that  Ac  Ink 
and  Paper  (hewed  it  to  be  written  many  Years  ago,  and 
the  L.  Howard  knowing  nothing  of  them,  they  could 
have  no  Concurrence  with  what  your  Petitioner  was  faid 
to  have  deligned,  with  him  and  others* 

That  the  Confulions  and  Errors  in  writing  it,  (hew 
the  fame  had  nftver  been  fo  much  as  reviewed  ;  and 
being  written  in  a  Hand  that  no  Man  could  well  read> 
neither  fit  for  the  Prefs,  nor  could  be  in  fome  Years^ 
though  the  Writer  of  it  did  intend  it,  wluch  did  not 
appear. 

That  they  being  only  the  prefent  crude  and  private 
Thoughts  of  a  Man,  for  the  Exercife  of  his  own  Under- 
(hnding  in  his  Study,  never  (hewed  to  any,  nor  ap» 
plied  to  any  particular  Cafe,  could  not  fall  under  the 
Statute  25  Edw.  IIL  which  takes  Cognizance  of  no 
fuch  Matters,  and  could  not  by  Conftru6tion  be  brought 
under  it,  fuch  Matters  being  thereby  referved  to  the  Pisur-^, 


fob, 

Pino 
AW 
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*     ACT    OF    PARLIAMENT,    t3c.  tO^ 

Reign  of  o%x  latt  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  at  Weftminfter^  by 
Mesmiofan  illegal  return  of  Jurors,  and  by  Denial  of 
bis  lawful  Challengers  to  divers  of  them,  for  want 
of  Freehold,  and  without  fufficient  legal  Evidence  of 
any  Treafons  committed  by  him ;  there  being  at  that 
Time  produced  a  Paper  found  in  the  Clofet  of  the  faid 
Algernoon^  fuppofed  to  be  his  Hand  Writing,  which 
was  not  proved,  by  the  Teftimony  of  any  one  Wit- 
nefs,  to  be  written  by  him,  but  the  Jury  was  dire£led  to 
believe  it  by  comparing  it  with  other  Writings  of  the  faid 
AlgernQon\  and  bcfidcs  that  Paper  fo  produced,  there 
was  but  one  Witncfs  to  prove  a(Ry  Matter  againft  the  faid 
Algemoon ;  and  by  a  partial  and  unjuft  Conftruftion  of 
the  Statute,  declaring  what  was  his  Treafon,  was  moft 
unjuftly  and  wrongfully  conviAcd  an(Vtittainted,  and  af- 
terwards executed  for  High  Treafon :  May  it  therefore 
plcafc  your  moft  excellent  Majefties,  at  the  humble  Pe. 
tition  and  Requeft  of  the  Right  Honourable  Philip  Earl 
of  Leicejiefy  Brother  and  Heir  of  the  faid  Algernoon 
Sydney^  and  of  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Vifcount 
Sydney^  of  Sheppy,  in  the  County  of  Kenf,  the  otiicr 
Brother  of  the  faid  A'gernoon,  That  it  be  declared  and 
cnaftcd,  and  be  it  enaflcd  by  the  King's  and  Queenc's 
moft  excellent  Majefties,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and 
Content  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com- 
mons, in  this  prcfent  Parlhiment  affembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  fame,  That  the  faid  ConviAion,  Judg- 
ment, and  Attainder  of  the  faid  Algernoon  Sydneff  be, 
and^  are  repealed,  reverfed,  made  and  are  declared  ^vAV 


